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INTRODUCTION 

F~r more than eight years Ii\!! American Imperialists and the Ngo 
Qlnl) _Diem clique have kept the territory of .Vietnam In a state of 
artJflclal division against the wt\). of the 30 million people of that 
nation who have no greater desire than the ;reunlllcatlon of the 
North and the South of their country. • 
The .u. S: Imperialists, with the.help·,of their hlreltngs In the Ngo 
Dinh Diem government, are resorting to the most Inhuman repressi­
ve- measures and have beed recently waging a war of aggression 
to kaep the 14 mllllon people of South Vietnam In bondage and to 
.tame their reslstan~• and d.etermtnatlon to fight to the end ror the 
liberation and peaceful reunlflcatllin .of Vietnam. 
The WFTU has alwp.llS resolutely sided with the people of Vietnam 
and shown them Its sympathy and active sollderlty. 
Ihe 5th World Trade Union Congress [ MoscJw, December 1961) 
called on the workers and trade unions. ot the world to actively 
support the people ol Vietnam In their Just end heroic struglfle 
against the American Imperialists and the dictatorial rule of Ngo 
Dinh Diem. 
In February 1962, the WFTU appealed to the workers and trade 
unions ot the world, as, well as to the governments or the countries 
taking part-.,tn the Geneva Conference, to demand that a stop be 
put to ~e .. a8,8resslon waged by American Imperialism. 
In July -1962;<on the.8th anniversary of the Geneva Agreements, the 
WFTU called again on the workers and trade unions of the world 
to remain v~Uant 1n the face ot the lncreaslni serious situation 
created ln South Vietnam by the Intervention an armed aggressive 
policy of the American Imperialists. Messages ere sent to the CO· 
chairmen of the 1954 Geneva Conference, to the chairman of the 
Internaitonal Commission for SupervJston and Control_Jn Vietnam 
and to President Kennedy, c:t,emimdl~ "a stop to that type of un­
declared warfare, the Immedlate.dl,solutton at the operational mi­
litary command Ii;> Saigon a'!d the i(,lthdrawal of Amerlcll{l forces. 
The Vietnamese pe9.R!_e must be fre8 -to solve thel own pl"oblems 
themselveh, wl_llloul fotelgn Interference"/ 
_Expre'!,sn{g the Indignation of the worldiworktng class, the S_ecre• 
tarlat•of the WFTU tssued·the following ppeal to the workers and 
trade unions- of the world on January 1 1 1963 denouncing the use 
of toxic products by American Jmpertallsm In Its war of aggression 
In South Vietnam: • • 



I "On behalf ol Its 120 million members and the workers ol the whole 
world, the W. F. T. U. with Indignation fully condemns the massive 
use ol toxic products bX American Imperialism In Its criminal armed 
aggression In South Vietnam. It appeals to all trade union organi­
sations and to all Justice and peace loving workers to do everything 
to put a stop to this crime against mankind and strengthen their 
solidarity with the Just struggle ol tile South Vietnamese workers 
and people against the U. S. - Diem clique. 
"In an ellort to repress the struggle ol the South Vietnamese Jl'lOple 
for national independence, democracy, peace, neutrality and the 
reunlllcatlon ol the country, the American Imperialists have even 
resorted, on an ever-larger scale, to the use of extremely dangerous 
toxic products In the south Vietnamese countryside. These products 
sprayed lrom American warplanes llown by American mllltary pl-✓ 
lots have caused serious damage, particularly 1n the most populous 
regions. In a number or districts of the Anxuyan p'rov111ce atone, In 
September and October 1962, more tbao one thousand hectares or 
rice-fields have been destrpyed, hundreds ol people developed toxic 
condlt1ons from the sprayed poison, such as swelling of faces and 
limbs, loss of eyesight, etc., and there was a toll at numerous 
deaths. 
"The use of gas and toxic products bas been banned by the Geneva 
Agreements ol February 6, 1922, and June 17, 1925. Their use by 
the United States which was a signatory to these agreements, 
constitutes a flagrant violation or these documents or International 
Law. ' 
"In the face of such barbaric actions, the vtctortous resistance of 
the South Vietnamese workers a9d people, as shown by the mili­
tary successes they have Just scoced In the Jones plains, are dally 
demonstrations that American lmpertaUsm cannot crush the firm 
and fearless South Vietnamese people In the struggle !or their na­
tional Independence and (or their llbertle~. 
"The armed· agresslon or American Imperialism against South 
Vietnam and its barbaric methods arouse the censure of the wor­
kers and trade unions ol the whole world. 
"Recalling Its declaration or July 6, 1962, Issued on the 6th annl• 
versary of the· Geneva agreements, the WFrU appeals to all wor• 
kers and trade unions to demonstrale In the ways and means best 
suited to their speclllc circumstances their solidarity with their 
South Vietnamese brothers and their struggle, • f 
- to demand respect by the U. -S. Government of the International 

agreements .co~cemed; 

- to demand an end to military aggression In South Vietnam, the 
suppression of the American mllltary command Installed In 
Saigon and the complete withdrawal or American troops person­
nel from South Vietnam. 
"The South Vietnamese people whom the W. F. T. U. reassures 
have the solldarUY or ·the lnternatlon•I working class must be 
loll free to decide their own rate and to build for themselves 
a future of peace and happiness." • , 

The 26th session or the Executive Committee of the WFTU, held In 
Prague from January 29 to 31, 1963, bas decided· to create an Inter­
national Trade Union Committee of Solidarity lo further strengthen 
the solidarity action ·w11h the workers and people of South Vietnam 
and develop the International political aid or the working class to 
them. ~ • 
With the purpose or helping the people or South' Vietnam denounce 
to the world the ·aggression waged. against them, the WFTU has 
decided to pupllsh the lollowtng text, w)11.ch gives Irrefutable !acts 
on the ClQ'.'rent economic, social and political conditions of the 
people or South ,Vietnam Qlld on the heroic struggle or the working 
class and all progresstvetpeople against the U.S. occupatlon forces 
and t)le Ngo Dinh Diem puppet government. 
This text ha~ been prepared by the Workers' Association !or the 
Liberation or I Sou Iii Vietnam, whose appltcatlon !or allll!atlon to 
the WFTU wa, accepted by the 26th session or the Executive Com­
mittee. 
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I'. - AGGRESSIVE1AMERICAN IMP-ERIALISM:. 
r 
ENEMY NO.I 

O,F T~E SOUTH-VJET~~ESE PEOPLE 

After nine long years ol an extremely hard and heroic war ol re­
sistance which took a great toll ol human life and property, our 
people won the battle ol Dien-Bien-Phu, thus bringing to an end 
the war or aggression waged against us by the French colonialists 
with tb: support or American Imperialism. The 1954 Geneva 
Agreem t was signed. Peace was restored to Indochina and re­
cognitto granted to the sovereignty, Lndependence, unity and ter­
ritorial Integrity or Vietnam. 

Normally reunlflcatlon or our country should have been proclatme/ 
In July 1956 through a referendum freely held throughout the terri­
tory, as stipulated In the 1954 Geneva Agreement on Vietnam. 
Normally our people ol tbe North and ol the South would be free 
to travel across the zones and live a normal Ute, wlth both zones 
re-united Into one country. 

For more than eight years, however, our country has been left di­
vided, our fellow countrymen are forbidden to travel across the 
zones and even letters are not allowed across. 
This Is a very painful and frustrating situation for our people, 
with Its glorious history and close unity through the ages. We are 
the children ol the same motherland, but bow different Is the Ille 
our people lead In the two parts . .While there Is absolute freedom 
in the 'North where our sisters and brothers are enthuslasttcally 
building up a new and happy Ille, our people In tbe South live 
under the cruel yoke or. American Imperialism and Its hirelings, 
the Ngo Dinh Diem's clique, who are responsible !or the division 
of the country, the ruins and death grieving our people and every 
one or our ramllJes. 
The aggressive actions or American 1mpeI1allsm against our people 
go a long way back. Already during our war or resistance, as the 
position or the French colonialists was deteriorating, American 
Imperialists lntensltled their Intervention In Vietnam, supplying the 
French with ar.ms, money, mllttary advisers, and even considering 
at the time ol Dien-Bien-Phu the lnternat1onallsat1on ol the conlllct, 
the launching ol a massive attack with American troops and I.be 
use of atomic weapons. 

American Imperialists tried everything to sabotage the 1954 Gene­
va Conference and, when an agreement was In sight, they tried to 
wreck Its application. 
As the Conference was seeking the basts ror an agreement, Ameri­
can lmpertallsts were already fee)Jng out other countries to set up 
an agresslve military bloc In Sol:ith-East Asia. Two weeks before 
the signature ol the Agreements, following pressure on the French 
government, Ngo Dtem who had been living for several years ~nder 
U. S. shelter. was ·put at the bead ol the Boa Dal group's puppet 
government. And on July 2.1, 1954, while the Agreement on Indo­
china was signed In Gene~a and General ·Bedell Smith, on behall 
ol the Am~rlcan government, solemnly pledged to abide -by Its 
clauses and refrain from- all Infringement thereon, President 
Eisenhower declared. that "the United· States as such are not par­
ty In the declslons,M1ken by tbe Conference an,d are ·not bound by 
them". • 
Soon after the signature of the 1954 Geneva A8reement, American 
lmpertallsts exerted all their efforts to prolong the division of our 
country and transform South Vtetna_m Into an American colonv or 
a new type and a military base. 
At their Instigation, the Ngo Dinh ·Diem Administration steadily tur­
ned down the many proposals of the government of the Democra­
tic Republic ol Vietnam to open North-South talks and hold 
a country-wide ballot on re-untllcatlon, as stipulated In the Geneva 
Agreemtnts. jl'he many proposals ol the government, departments 
and mlnlstel1es di the Democratic Republic to establish North-South 
economic and cultural exchanges were also turned down. A ruthless 
ban was eq~ally put on family visits and mall\ between the two 
zones, there~y gravely violating the clauses ouhe Geneva Agree­
ments which stipulate that "the military demarcation line Is pro­
visional and should -not be regarded .at any time as a political or 
territorial boundary". The statement of Ngo Dinh Dl11m In 1957 
In Washington ,to the ellect )hat "t~ U. S. borqers are extending 
to the 17th Parallel tn Vietnam" cl~_f"lY reveals the criminal Intents 
ol American Imperialists against ol\\ counn:y. ~ 
Beyond ih 17th pJl"B.l!.el In ·South Vletl where the American 
lmpertalls are-behavln)t Uke masters, n economic policy has 
been set p In the exclusive Interest ol erlcan monopolies, _ma­
king havoc ol the national economy a d driving the workers to 
starvation. 
On the other band. American Imperialists have mobilised a hall-a­
mUUon strong mercenary army, bullt up a network of mllltary air-



ports, naval bases end strategic roads, and brought hundreds of 
thousands of too~ of armamel}t and war material into the country. 
At their Instigation the Ngo Dinh Diem admlnlstratlon bas !or eight 
years never ceased Waging an unbelievably cruel war of repression 
against our people. Not only are former resistance lighters made 
the target of repression - which Is in violation of the Geneva 
Agreements - but also practically all sectors ol the population, 
workers, peasants, poor city dwellers, Intellectuals, religious sects 
and, In short, all people who disagree with the policy ol exploita­
tion and oppression ol the American Invaders and with the crimi-
nal actions ol the Ngo Dl~Dlem family. • 
In those eight years there bas not b"een a single day ol peace 
In South Vietnam; not a day passed In our martyred country with-, 
out people being k!lled and blood being spilled. There Is no el}(! 
to the 11st ol Crimes that have been committed: high-banded arrests 
and detention, summary executions, murders and massa-cres, such 
as In Huong-diem, Cho Duoc, Vlnh trlnh, etc., and the mass polso­
nlng at the Phu Loi concentration camp which caused more than 
one thousand deaths-. And In the last lew years there bas been the 
forcible transfer of hundreds of thousands and even millions, lnto 

Arre$_t of pea$antJ In the wake of "operation Junrl$B". 

•st1at11glc olllage~ In South Vl~tnam, l. e. concentration camp$. 

( -
concentration cainps, dlsguJsed as -~'concessions", "prosperity zo­
nes", "agrovllles''. •strai'tegtc hamlets 8.nd vlllages}' 
The South-Vietnamese army, organised and equipped by American 
Imperialists, trained and commanded by American of(Jcers, Is con• 
tlnuously Clll"rytng out mopping-up operations and repression, brln• 
glng i.q!o a'ltlon large numbers ol regular and reserve troops, from 
companies o whole regiments, equipped with tanks, heavy artille­
ry, war sblps and planes, and killing at random Innocent people. 
South Vteurm has been turned into a vast pr"on and extermina-
tion camp. ) 
Immeasurable sufferings have been Inflicted on our people In the 
last eight years. According to lncoll)plete statistics, 105,000 people 
have been k!lled, 2,500 of whom disemboweled. 

----, 



II. ~75'EMAGOG>Y,AND BRUTAL 'REPRESSION, 
.) ;. 

TWO·ASPEC'l'S Of THE AMERICAN-DIEM 
0

TRAl'>E UNION POLICY 

As early as 1982, In an attempt to gull the workers and put\a dam­
per on the labour movement In the areas under their control, the 
French colonialists and the puppet government ol the Bao-DILi group 
set up three company unions: the General Confederation of Labour, 
the General Conlederatlon ot Cbr!stlan Workers and the General 
Confederation ol Labour - Force Ouvrl&re. ,._. .... 

After a mopping-up operation. 

Durtng·a mopping-up operation, Ngo Dinh Diem's troops are reulewed by General 
Paill D. Harkins, Ch!•f of the American command In Saigon. 

Once-...pea ..Jas restore<! In 1954, In view al the development al 
the l,r.bour movement and tn an attempt to force upon the 
people thi:, American brand of Independence BJ\d freedom, American 
Imperialists and the Ngo Dinh Diem cllqu jiroclaJmed the esta­
blishment ol trade Union freedom. 
Their policy, actually, Is to use company unions in an effort to sub­
ordinate the workers and prop up their r6glme of <Jppresslon. By 
spreading a reformist trade unloiyPollcy, they are trying to divert 
the workers by all means lrom ~lltant struggle. /"-. 
The o!llclal propaganda would bltve It rhat trade unions must be 
"apolltltal, lndeJleii'd"jlt ol the goverhµ,ent, political parties, and 
rellg)l>lis sec!s;that tliey must deal so[ely with the economic Inte­
rests of the workers." Genuine trlfde ntons are banned and trade 
unionists devoted to the interests ot t e working class are thrown 
In Jail on the charge that they are eng g1ng In politics. 

A number ot trade union leaders sold out to the oppressors ot the 
people. Agents are also Infiltrating trade union organtsatlons to 
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upset their activities, find out sincere trade unionists and point them 
out to the forces•of repression. 
Reformist union leaders' pretend at times to take account of the 

·aspirations of the workers, Indulging In an occasional criticism 
or the Ngo Dinh Diem administration and Its so-called "National 
Assembly." But what they really do Is to paelfy the workers and 
hold out to them prospects ol Improvement In their lot through the 
American-Diem action, by spreading the theory ol nonpolitical unto• 
ntsm, class collaboration and "people's capltaltsm". 
On the other hand, American-Diem elements are trying to whip up 
campaigns against the national bourgeosle, the French capitalists 
and businessmen of Chinese or Hindu origins, while they them• 
selves are the ones who are carrying out fiercest exploltatlon and" 
oppression against us. ~ ✓ • 

Since their demagogic and diversionary manoeuvres -are being 
rapidly exposed, the American-Diem elements are forced to resort 
to oppression, the favourite weapon of anu-nattonal and anti­
popular regimes. • 
At the end ol 1954, they turned on the Salgon·Choloo Peace Mo• 
vement. Over ·100 trade unionists were among those arrested and 
jailed. And on July 3, 1955, Ngo Dinh Diem dropped the mask alto• 
gather when be gave orders to fire on workers demonstrating In• 
Saigon, k1lllng and Injuring several people. 
In October 1957, the Ngo Olnh Diem administration amended the 
trade union legislation Introduced In 1952 by the Bao Dal puppet 
government, adding new restrictions to trade union rights. , 
The right to organise Into unions o, their choice IS denied the wor• 
kers. It takes months, even years for a union to obtain a franchise. 
A list ol the rank and Ille and the administrative committee mem· 
bers bas to be given first. And permission !or a trade union meeting 
has to be -,equested five days In advan'ce, with the agenda ol the 
meeting being revealed to the authorities. ' 
Trade un)on actlvltes depend on the whim ol officials In the Ngo 
Dinh Diem administration. On November 30, 1957, without any rea• 
son at all, 3_0 unions lost their franchise. The same happened In 
1960 to 36 unions and mutual aid auoclatlons In the Salgon·Cholon 
region. On May 2, 1981, 31 labour orgarusatlons the Taxi Drivers' 
Assoclatlon, etc., were dissolved. 
The right to strike does not exist. The so-called Labour ifourt 
was given very strict Instructions on that point by the Ministry ol 
Labour ol the Ngo Diem administration. The Diem Labour Code, 
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arttcle 379, states that "all persons advocating strike or taking 
part In a strike against a public enterprise are liable to a 8-day to 
a-month jail-term or a llne of 80-to 24,000 piastres". The "collective 
agreement" Imposed on the wol'kers of more than 500 plantations 
stipulates that the "workers do not have the right to strike". Strl· 
kes are severely repressed. In 1980, regular troops with tanks were 
brought Into action by the Loc·nlnh, Xa-cat and Longthanh rubber 
plantations. • ., 
Wor~ers, as well as other sectors of the population, are being 
·denied the freedom ol opinion. Trade union newspapers or mega• 
l<tnes ar~ not allowed on the market. Several Saigon papers have 
been seized or dosed down having written on trade union acttvt­
.iles and struggle&. The director atid the manager or the newspar,er 
'

1Cong-nhan" ('.A!e Worker) were brought tp court on charges 'of 
having sullied the prestige ol the authorlt1E(s" and were given stiff 
Jail terms. . ' 

~ford~':n~:: ~:~o:i:~ 1~::i~a,;n ~~~t~r~:=r~:c!~~l~n :;:,p:.i~~ 
usubverslv_e c6mmuntst activttlest'\ _by the American-Diem rulers 
and, as such, come ,under the Jurisdiction of emergency tribunals, 
_whlc,h pronounce judgements without trial or appeal, and mete out 
Ute sentences to forced labour or death sentences ·{law No. 10 or 
1959). "\ , 
The'-Am•kca~·Dlem Ira.de union policy, through Its demagogic pro· 
paganda~ manoeuvres, on the one hand, and its extremely bru­
tal repression, on the other, ts creating serious d.1fflcultles for the 
South•V1$tnam trade union movement. But I\ cannot block Its de· 
velopment. In the face of (1erce exploitation/and repression waged 
against them, South-Vletn8.mese workers have no choice but to 
llght.back. 

,,......_, 
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III. - CHRONIC MASS UNEMPLOYMENT: 

SCOURGE OF THE W:ORKERS 

The Ngo Dinh administration Is vainly seeking to hide the extent 
of the terrible scourge of unemployment, an evil Inherent In the 
capitalist system which proves to be Incurable for South-Vletnem 
as II worsens by the day. 

reached the one mtllJ and a half mark, - one person out of 

"Le Journal d'ExtrAme-Orlent", a French language dally of Saigon, 
Implied In Its January~2 1960, Issue that full or part unemployment 

eight. In Saigon-Chol alone, known as "the pearl of the Far 
East", there were 83 ,640 such unemployed, - 68.8 per cent of/ 
the populallop. ~ ✓ 

Mo.s.s unemployment brings Immeasurable suflertng to the worker.,. 

14 

There are several causes of unemployment. 
First, the South Vietnamese market is flooded with unsold U. s. 
goods under .the label of "commerclallsed" American aid, with 
tlje result that the national South,Vietnem Industry and handicrafts 
are being strangled and ruined. For Instance In 1956 the dumping 
of American textiles on the mark"t forced several mills and shops 
to cut down or even eiltlrely stop operations, depriving more than 
60 per cent of textile workers of their Jobs. According to the 
weekly bulletin Of the Saigon Board ol Trade ( No. 166, September 
9, 1!!"60), In the first eight months ol 1960 alone, 784 factories and 
handicraft shops went out of business, 1e·avlng 5,000 people without 
work. With American Intervention being stepped up iJl South 
Vietnam, ·this trend has recently rapidly developed. 
Then, there ts the· insecurity in the country-side where armed 
sweeps and repne§slon continued forcing people to move to the 
cltles ,to avoid belng Involved ln massacres. , 
Young people ol working age, workers' children. students leaving 
school or forced out for lack of. money swell the ranks or this vast 
army ol u6employed. . 
Chrontc' ma~ unemplpyment ls plaguing the South-Vietnamese 
people. • 
As usual, increased exploitation goes hand In hand with increased 
unemploy-{llent. The American monopolies, employers, and plant•· 
tlon ownefs are· taking. advantage of this labour depreciation to 
lay di! ·oli! hapds and hire young people, women and even child 
labour at, 'of course, lower wages. That ls what Is called "enter­
prise refuvenatlon". 
Full advalttage ts also taken to Impose harde~ worklng condttlons 
upon the workers and enforce new restrtc)tons on trade union 
rights, resulting ln fiercer explotta~on of the workers. 
Chronic unemployment places South-Vietnam's workers in a very 
dll!Lcult situation. ., 
Unemployed are turned Into begg&rs, a late v.1orse than death. The 
Saigon newspaper "NgOn luaa•~plnloq) expo';!td 1nts drama In 
Its Issue ol Octo.blir..._20, 1959: typero beggar, humans Without 
inflr~ or✓disease, but forced to ha g about public places and 
we41tliy homes to beg food. 
"These· are people who cannot find ork, Who have been long 
unemployed. First, they had to sell their furniture, then their per­
sonal belongings and, llnally, when there was nothing lelt to sell, 
they were forced to beg. 
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"There are today a great number of these people who are forced 
to beg." 

Tragedies have a;oused our wrath. Unemployed and destitute, many 
a one •has ended an· unbearable life by throwing himself ID front 

pf a train, a car, or' in the river; or hangtng or even dousing one- £1 
self with petrol and setting fire to one's clolhes. Others have II 
annihilated their whole family before taking their own life, so as 
to spare them a bleak and hopeless life. And bow many women ~ 

;;i~/:;~\:t~/~t:~!~:r!'Y r::g ::~~ ;~~=~n Hr~~~:•~~ · 
the battlefields of South-Vietnam and Laos! ' 
Suicide out of despair Is a wrong ,;,,lutlon and Is riot the one chosen', 
as a rule, by South:Vle1J1amese workers who prefer to fight along­
side the other sectors or the population to destroy the Amert-, 
can-Diem r6gtme and eliminate for ever unemployment, ruin atid 
destruction which are part and parcel ol this hated, r~g!me. 
Nevertheless, the number of tragedies Is staggering. A~ordtng to 
statistics ol the Ngo Dinh Diem admlnlstrafion which are naturally 
well within the truth, out of 931 suicides In 1959, there were 885 
related to chronic unemployment. 
The right to work Is one the fundamental demands pressed for by 
the• South-Vietnam's working class. 

/ 

. ( 
\ 1 .. • 
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' ' 
Nd$u; "01 111/ugeei,' e1pectally ·wom_en:. an(!' cl'llldren, Jte,t,;,g to the Democratic 

R1publlc of Vl1unam fo escapi misery and opp,..uton. 
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IV. - STARVATION WAGES, 

HEAn: TAXATION,~ WORKING 

AND LIVING CONDITIONS 

The steep cost of living Increase dealt a severe blow to the 
purchasing power of the workers( 
The Sa.lgon .. Times of Vietnam" eports that "in a matter of weeks 
the price or beer went up 8%; pork 14% and shrimps 28%. Same 
with potatoes, cabbage, etc. For\ water, electricity, textUes, coal, 
wood, the Increase Is as high as 50% (November 2, 1959)'." 
The dally "Le Journal d'Extri!me-Orlent" wrote on December"1, 1980: / 
"On the whole• In 1960 prices went up by 231%. The price or 
commodities especially registered a sharp rise, - too shar-p, a rise. 
Rice went up by 58%". 
It has to be noted that rice Is the staple food of our people and 
higher price means ail eqUlvalent lowering or\ living standards. 
Insecurity and the establishment of uprosper1ty zones". "strategic 
vlllages" and "agrovllles" are hindering agr14:~tural work, 1111d 
with the mllltary operations and repression wagj by the American-

Antt•U. S., anti-Diem demonJtraJlon. In South Vietnam bears the banner: "Again.ft 
trans/er oJ population to Ht up 'prosper1t11 ione.t' ". 
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Diem troops, South Vietnam, especially the Nam Bo region, which 
was recently the rice granary !or all or Indochina with an appro­
ximate yearly export or one and a l:1alf' ml111on tons, sutrers now 
from a d.1re shortage of rice, and famine ts rampant In several 
regions. There are also other !actors to the lowertng or the work­
ers' real wages, especially. the currency devaluation stemming from 
a near-permanent liiflatton and a nscal policy based on war and 
war production, lVith increased taxation and penalties of all sorts 
beralllng mainly the worke~. 

"NgOn LuAn" (Opinion) reported on December 8, 1960: 
"A working class family Is subject to all sorts ol taxations: -taxes 
on the land, "the area of tbe roof, the right to stay In town. 200 
piastres a month rent-tax, tu:es on seWers, on garbage collectlon 
(100 piastres a year,-,fhough garbage Is never collectell.)." 

I r 
To these direct taxations indirect ones must be B.dded: on commo­
dttles, railway and· bus fares, clne~ admission price, etc. 

To gtve an ldeB of the amount or taxation imposed on the workers 
by the American-Diem fiscal policy, here Is a table with the total 
amount of money levied ro. taxes In recent years (the population 
or South ~letnam Is estimated at 14 million people all told) 

,955 
1~57 

'1959 \ 
1961 

6,351,2 million piastres 
8,833,1 • 
8,314,5 
8,409,9 

While prices and taxes keep going up, wages are ~ozen. Tbe mini­
mum day's pay nxed by the decree No 8 BLD-l)DND, July 1. 1956, 
ls 41 piastres ror men, 36 !or women, and 31.60 for children under 
18 - rates which are still In force. • 

For rubber plantation workers, the ige system is even stiffer and 
comes under special ruling. They a paid less t6an the~nlmum 
wages, which are already below s ,tstenc~ requtrement~They 
are glvt:.en a rice rat~n working days p2!y. Under any and all 
pretexts, fl es or..-pay cuts are imposed rel workers may be dis-
missed out notice and Indemnity. 

Women and children, for equal work, are 
I 

id 80% of men's wages. 
On the whole, the South-Vietnam amtntstratlon's wage policy tends 
to ensure the highest prollts to American monopolies and the Ngo 
Dinh Diem family. 
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Open letter of American tntellectuab to President Kennedy against U. s. rnllltarv 
tnteruentl~n In SouJh Vietnam. 

This policy ol Increased exploitation greatly aggravates our work-
Jng conditions. _ · 

''Workers put In an average ol 11 hours a day. They have no 
Sunday off nor any day off round the year, for that matter", the 
paper "each mang quoc gla" (National Revolution), the olllclal 
organ ol the Ngo Dinh Diem administration wrote on May 25, 1959. 
Workers In the rubber plantations put In 13 hours a day. 
Work safety and social Insurances do not exist In the Industrial 
enterprises and plantations ol South Vietnam. 

1 According to statistics Issued by the Ngo Dinh Diem admlnlstratlpn, 
and still far lroQl the truth, there: were 1321 labour accidents 
In 1955 and 2082 In 1959. 
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From 1955 to 1959, 8194 work accidents were recorded ol which 
393 only were Investigated. From there to paying out Indemnities 
there Is stlll a margin. 

Amert~an enterprises do not come under the Ngo 01.nb Diem law. 
They enjoy a special status and may ezert pressure at will. 
These working and Ilvtng condlttons forced upon our workers are 
proot ot the so much vaunted 0 humai:aUy" of the Ngo Dinh Diem 
admlnlsll'atlon and are at the origin ol the struggle movement ol 
the South-Vietnamese workei's. This movement ls gaining momen­
tum by the day as colonialist exploitation and oppression l~ten­
slly. 

'I 

\..../' 
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V. - THE WOIJK.ERS OF _SOUTH-VIETNAM 

IN THE VANGUARD 'OF THE STRUGGLE AGAINST 

AMERICAN-DIEM ELEMENTS 

Through their policy ol contusion and demagogic propaganda 
and their brutal repression, American Imperialists and the Ngo 
Dinh Diem clique are trying to smother the revolutionary spirit 
and the patriotic struggle al our people In South Vietnam. But 
they cannot suppress the fighting traditions al our people, who 
displayed such courage In the struggle against Internal oppressors 
and outside invaders, ln the recent war or resistance as well !IS 
throughout the ages. . ~ ..._,, 

Exploitation and oppression will arouse struggle. This Is why, In 
spite ot all the efforts at the Amerlcan-Dlem elements, the revolu­
tionary movement ol our people keeps expanding. And the more 
persistence and cruelty they display, the more united our people 
become In their determination to get rid of them, and restore our 
right to a decent Ille and freedom. 

Over the last eight years, South-Vietnam workers have kept up 
a persistent struggle for wage Increases and better working and 
living conditions; the tnterdtctlon of tines, corporal punishment 
and dismissals; an Independent economy to solve unemployment 
and ensure the development or the country; respect of democrattc 
and trade union rights; the opent11g ol North-South talks with 
a view to the country's reunltlcatlon. 

According to still Incomplete statistics 2419 strikes took place 
lrom 1955 to the end ol 1960. 

On August· 1, 1954, tens of thousands of workers In Saigon, 

~~~~~~:• 1~~a~v~g,~i:;;~e~~~ ~~e :i~et!,s h:~~:r u,"~"g~:t!~: 
Agreements and demanding the disbandment of armies and the 
release ·and repatriation of war prisoners and detained civlllans. 

And on August 1, 1954, the 5,000 An las ( Nam BO J plantation 
workers went on strike tor a 20% wage Increase, heHLng at the 
same time the Geneva Agreements. On September 11, 45 000 
workers of various Nam BO plantations walked out also for bdtter 
living conditions and free country•wlde elections. In October 1955, 
3,000 workers· of the Saigon Arsenal staged a walk·out In protest 
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V/DBCO's worker! In Saigon picketing against exploitation and dismissals. 

against dlsmlssels. On March 26, 9,000 Wate} and Electricity 
workers went on strike In protest against employers' repression, 
and on January 1, 1957, 5,000 Saigon dockworkers walked out !or 
wage increases. • 

May Day demonstrations were orgariied In Salgon-Cholon In 1957 
and 1958, with more than 500, participating each year, 
Demands bore on the rights and prl .!_loges qot only or tlil,,..ll(orklng 
class but ol other ~ors ol the popu!apon as well and Included 
the dlstrl~tlon __ oi: lafill) to peasents,~6ge Increases !or civil 
servants..-and members of the armed fore , etc. These acUons have 
raised the prestige al the working cla In the _eyes ol the other 
sectors ol the population In South-Viet am. They contributed to 
the creation ot a. broad national front against American lmperallsts 
and the Ngo Dinh Diem clique, 

In the lollowtng years, the llghtlng movement ol the South-Vietnam 
workers gained In depth, with the creation In 1961 ol the Workers' 

23 



Association tor liberation or South-Vietnam, a member-organisation 
ot the N_atlonal Llbli1"'tlon Front of South-Vietnam. 
The struggle of the South-Vietnam working class bas gained mo-
.m·entum ever since. . 
Active solidarity ts developing not only among workers ot the same 
plant or branch, but throughout the working class and the territory 
.as well. The spearhead or the struggle ts directed against those 
responsible tor our misery and sufferings, the enemy No. 1 of our 
people: American Imperialism, with Ngo Dinh Diem as Its agent 
In South Vietnam. 
Such was the strike acuoii taken by the American uStanvac" 
petroleum workers In September 1961 and which lasted more than 
two months. 

When the 200 workers or the Nha btl plant walk~ out, tht, mana­
gement called In the police to repress the strike. Workers· of the 
other .. Stanvac" warehouses In Saigon, at the TAm son Khat 
airport, at the "Pilot" station took Immediate action and also 
walked out. Then, the workers of other American petroleum firms, 
.. Caltex", "Shell", "Svoc", etc., follower suit ... Caltex" workers 
refused to unload a tanker In the place of the "Stanvac" wor­
kers on strike. 

Actions of solidarity with the petroleum wor~er's struggle develo­
ped. Delegates of 100 factory branch unions ot Saigon met to devise 
errecttve support. Workers of the Da-nang electric plant In Central 
Vietnam and plantation workers of Eastern Nam BO launched such 
actions. Peasants ot neighbouring SalJon provinces collected food 
and money tor the strikers. 

This strike made It dttrtcult !or the American-Diem elements, 
especially In the refuelling ol motorised units, civil and mllltary 
aircrafts. A tanker had to be re-routed for lack ot unloai:ling 
personnel. Aircrafts had also to be re-routed and mllttary air activity 
had to be cut down. 

Not only did this strike and ensuing solidarity actions have an 
economic Impact, forcing American monopolies and the Ngo Dinh 
Diem administration to Improve the llvtng and working condltlons 
or the workers, but they also had a llrong political content. They 
lent effective support to the peasants' struggle against mllltarY 
operations and repression, to the struggle of young people against 
compulsory army service, ot the armed forces against the criminal 
orders they are given, ot craftsmen, national Industrialists end 
tradesmen for an Independent economic poUcy. They stimulated 
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the ganeral struggle of our workers and people of South-Vietnam 
against the mllltartsatlon of the .economy, war preparations, 
plundering and oppression, and the struggle tor the liberation 
ot South-Vietnam, the re-unification of the country, democracy 
and peace. 

Although of ~ relatively limited scopa as compared to the struggles 
of ~the sectors or the population, or the peasants espectally, 
Ind al struggles are o!• decisive slgntrlcance. The working 
eta being indeed the nerve centre of the economy, It can have 
a paralysing, action and 1st struggles often act as an example to 
others and a call to ·arms. 

The works' strugglei'-'in South-Vietnam have always· gained the 
enthusiastic support of the other sectors ol the 1 population, In the 
cities and country alike. 

As for the p,asants, our natural alUes! they constitute by their 
number and position the sbock-torce9- ln the struggle waged by our 
people tor· the suppression of the bloody American-Diem regime. 
Through their consistent struggle, they have put In check the main 
objectives at least or the reactionary agricultural policy and the 
programme or relocation or part or the rural population Into stra­
tegic areas ea.lied '~concessions" and "prosperity zones", and the 
regroupll:!g .Q!J_th\ rest of the population In "strategic towns". 

Manl/ettatlon a/ South Vietnamese women under the banner a/ the National 
UberaJlon Fronl. 
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In the cities, the workers' struggle has the enthusiastic support 
ol the various sec\ors ol the p_opulatton, especially craltsmen and 
small tradesmen who ~ driven to Impoverishment by the Ame­
rican-Diem economic 'policy. 

The National bourgeolsle, driven to bankruptcy by the American· 
Diem economic policy, takes also part In the struggle. South-Viet­
nam Industrialists and tradesmen are especially responsive to the 
call for Import reduction and national economtc development. 
Various sectors or the population have special reasons, as It were, 
to wage a resolute struggle against the hated American-Diem 
regime. In the Interim period lollowlng the application al the 
Geneva Agreements, our countrymen from the North, catholics for 
the most, were either convinced by deceptive propaganda or/ 
coerced Into cpmlng to the South. They are deI!landlng the right 
to work, they oppose tax Increases, denounce this new ~ype of 
slavery through forced relocatton Into "concessions" and prospe­
rity zones". There are also the Hoa-Hao, Cao Del, and other reli­
gious sects which Ngp Dlnb Diem tried to suppress In 1955-1956. 
Therelore, the whole South-Vietnam people Is fighting alongside 
the working class against the American Invaders and their lack8J11. 
And· this struggle ts developing. Today, the revolutionary forces 
hold the Initiative. The American-Diem regt m·e Is shaking to Its 
very foundations and exerts domination only over llmlted areas tn 
the country. 

"It ts clear that the Diem regime tn Saigon, In spite ol U. S. 
support, cannot hold out much longet against growing discontent 
among. the South-V\etnamese people", the "Dep@che du Cambodge" 
wrote on May 2, 1961. • 

r 
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VI. - NEW TRIALS AHEAD 

FOR OUR WORKERS AND PEOPLE 
IN SOUTH-VIETNAM 

American lmperlaU~ts are feverishly stepping up their armed Inter• 
venttoq. In South Vietnam. They are doing II openly, In outright 
violation al the 1954 Geneva Agreement on Indochina and with 
complete disregard, or world opinion. 
On Februw;y. 6, 1962, Ame~lcan Imperialists established an - Ame­
rican mtlttary comlD:and In Saigon to. head the South•Vleinamese 
army, the American _Jhd satell1tes' troops stationed In the country. 
This command, wlffch has the American Paflflc troops at Its 

Nau meeting tn Hanoi agatn,r • repreuton of lntellectuab by authorltles In 
South Vietnam. 



On the plat/orm: the delegation o/ the National Union o/ Holl Worker.t and tM 
Intellectuals of Hanoi. 

I 

disposal, is headed by General Paul D. Harkins, second In com· 
mend of these forces, and General W-e, Commander of the U.S. 
Marine Corps In the Pacific, as Cb!ef of Si.tr. 
American troops are pouring Into ~lb Vllltnam at an accele· 
rated rate and they actually number 1,500 -. TbeN troops are 
dlrect(y Involved In the war agalml ,:ur peopl.:.. 
Barbaria measures reminiscent of the MWcl: A,- are beln carried 
out. Harvests are destroyed, regions terrorlald, people maS5llcred, 
with a white zone established along Ille ,bordan of South-Vietnam 
and neighbouring Laos and Cambodia and the concentration of 
South-Vietnamese people Into 16 to 17,000 "strategic villages". 
American Imperialists are waging a real war against our people 
and have turned our country into an e.1perlment field for tbelr "spe­
cial warfare" end thelr main base of aggression 1n Sout-East Asia. 
Recently, to prevent the lmmjnent fall or their agents In Laos, 
American Imperialists landed more than 5,000 troops In Thailand 
which they massed along the border. Meanwhile, the 7th American 
Fleet was petrolling off the coasts of South Vietnam, deployed well 
within the Gulf ot Thalland. 
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The fact that American troops In Thalland are under the command 
of General Paul D. Harkins, Chief of the Operational Command In 
Satgon, and ihat •part of these troops· were later' transferred to 
South-Vietnam shows the link between the situation In South-Viet­
nam and the situation created 1n r.aOS and Thalland. 

American Imperialists are trying by all means to drag their allles 
and satellltas of the South-Ea.st Asia aggressive military bloc Into 
the W'lf they are waging against our people. 

Along with American trooPs, officers and soldiers from Britain, 
the Philippines, Australian and Tehan Kai Chek troops, etc., are 
concentraUni toda~ In South-Vietnam under the common disguise 
of 11ant1-communlst fighters"·, technicians, "health and training spe-
cialists'\ etc. r"' 
At the tnstlgatton of American lmperlallsts, the government of the 
Malay Federation has exported hundreds of tons of arms and 
antt-guerllla war material to South-Vietnam and the Australian 
government has sent In a large quantity of barbed wire, telephone 
equipment, electric generators, etc., for the Installation of "strate-
gic villages". ' 

This ls a Very serious threat, ·not only to our people, but also to 
the security of other South-East Asian countries and world peace. 
Unfortunateiy, not satisfied. with closing their eyes to all these flag­
rant vlolatlorts o~ the 1954 Geneva Agreement, the Indian and Cana­
dian delegat~ within the International Commission of Supervision 
and Control of the application of the truce a!reement tn Viet• 
nam, agalnst(the rightful protest of the delegate t Poland, adopted 
a report to the Co-Commission of the Geneva C nterence of 1954, 
to the eltect that the Democratic Republic ot Vietnam had enga­
ged ln 11aggresslve and subversive actions" 1n South V~etnom. 
This Is an unworthy and dangerous iy::uon. It ts an encouragement 
to American Imperialists to lntenstfY thelr armed Intervention In 
!~~t~

0 
'::i!tn.!:id~ertously threate~ pea.~e In South-~ Asia 

Stlll qior~ nfortun~the fact that thf British government, one 
of the~o Co-Chairmen of the 1954 Gf!neva Conference, Joined 
1n these accusatlons, thereby covering up the criminal activities 
of American Imperialists. 1 

st11i other trials are In store tor our workers and people ot South­
Vtetnam, where the situation ts growing more tense every day. 
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VII.}- WITHjOUR T~ITIONAL 

FIGHTING SPIRIT 'AND -THE WHOLEHEARTED 

SUPPORT OF THE WORKERS 

OF_THE WORLD 

AND THE PEACE-LOVING PEOPLES, 

VH;TORY SHALL BE OURS 

I' 

We shall win, as history has proved that no weapon can subdu~ 
a people determine<! to win back' Its Independence and freedom. 

✓ 
We shall win because ours Is a long .and powerful tradition or 
Indomitable struggle. ' 

We shall win, since our people has been moblllsed and Is united 
round the National Liberation Front or South-Vietnam. We have 
the support of our brothers and sisters of North-Vietnam and the 
whole worl(l. • 

In the eight years that our sufferings and our struggle have lasted, 
International democratic organlsatlons have raised their volce to 
condemn the crlmlnal acttvlttes of the Amerlcan-D1em elements 
In South-Vietnam and to express their active sympathy with our 
workers and people. Among these organisations are the World Peace 
Council, the World Federation of Trage Unions, the World Feder•• 
tlon of Democratic Youth, the Internatlonal Federation of Demo­
cratic Women, the International Assoctatlon of Democratic Law­
yers, the Committee of Solidarity of the Asian and African 
countries, etc. 
We have especially valued the statements Issued at the 5th World 
Trade Union Congress, attended by our Brother, Huynh van TAm. 
We have been deeply moved by the expressions of sympathy 
bestowed upon him by the Congress parttclparits from all parts 
or the world. 

We are grateful to the W.F.T.U. for the ;e~olutlon adopted on June 
2, 1962, by the 25th Session or the Executive Committee to declare 
July 20, 1962, an International Day of Action and Solidarity 'w11b 
the struggle of our workers and people for the liberation of SQuth· 
Vietnam and the reunification ot our country. We are also grateful 
for the declaration of March _14, 1962, of the Central Council of 
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Soviet· Ttade Uqtons and for tbe stand take·o by the trade unions 
of China, Korea, the German Democratic Republic, France, lndo• 
nesta, Burma,. Mall, Cuba, etc., ln regard to our rightful struggle. 
We are firmly convinced that, with our traditional heroic flgbtlg 
spirit and the whol,hearted support of the workers and peoples 
of the world, we shall win victory and achieve the followtng 
objectives ~f. the National Liberation· Front of South-Vietnam. 
- An e~d to armed Intervention ot American tmperlallsts In South­
Vletnami the dissolution ot the American Operational Command 
established In Saigon, withdrawal of all armed forces and Ameri­
can military· personnel, as well as those of others U.S. 5ateUlte 
countries; removal of. all weapons, armaments and war material 
Illegally Introduced .i,, South-Vietnam. 
- A halt to the hostilities between belligerent, parties and resto· 
ration of peac!3 and security on the whole ot the South-Vietnamese 
territory; an ,ad to punlUve·operations, repression campaigns and 
massacres carried out by the South-Vietnamese administration; 
repeal of the state of emergency law; a stop to forced regrouping 
operations of th& populati'on; dissolution of already set up "zones" 
and "strttteglc vlltages". 
- Constitution of a national union government Including the dlffe· 
rent sectors bt the -population and parties, political and religious 
groups, Witho,ht r{lcial discrlmtnatlon. The task or this government 
would be to maintain peace and order, organise free and general 
elections to constitute a democratic National Assembly and Imple­
ment vartou51 emergency measures to guarantee\ democratic free­
doms to all parties, polltlcal groups and rellgtdus sects; release 
all political prisoners; close down all concentration camps and 
similar establishments; halt compulsory military service and mlll­
tary tratntng of youth, women civil servants, school children and 
students; implement an economic policy guaranteeing free trade, 
economic Independence, suppresslod. or monopo1tes and improve­
ment or the living conditions or thl vartou~ sectors of he. popu-
lation. I ....----......_ , ;' 
- PrqmoJlon or a peacd and neutrallty.,rlented policy; friendly 
relattoriS with all countries, starting wtte_ neighbouring countries; 
non-participation In mllltary blocs and 10.terdlctlon to all countries 
to set up military bases on South-Vletndmese sotl; acceptance or 
foreign atd, from whatever country It may come, as long as there 
are no political strings attached; early negotiation or an Internatio­
nal treaty binding au powers to respect the sovereignty, Indepen­
dence, territorial integrity and neutrallty,of South-Vietnam; creation 
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with Laos and Cambodia or a neutral zone preserving each 
....,. <:ountry1s sovere~nty. 

These· objectives are In :harmony with· !be deep aspirations of our 
.people. • . •• 

The rightful struggle waged by our workers and people of South­
Vietnam against American Imperialists and their hirelings to win 
back their national Independence end for peace wlll ultimately 
be vtctortousl • 1 

South Vtetnam. fuly 196% 

Workers' Auoctatlon for the Liberation of South Vietnam. 

/ 
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