NOTES ON THE JEWISH QUESTION
-by- Eugene Vaughn

.In a previous bulletin on the Jewlsh Questlion, this Writer
presented the following position: l. Open the doors of the world
to Europel!s remaining Jews who wish to escape the land of their
degradation and start life anew among thelr famllles and frlends in
other parts of the world. 2. Wherever there exlsts among the dis~
placed Jews of E,rope a deslre to return to Palestine and live a
Jewish national existence, it behooves the revolutlonary soclalists
to glve support to the realization of these national asplrations.
It goes without saying, of course, that such a Jewlsh natlonal
movement which we would support, must not tread upon the toes of
other people; in thls particular instance the Arab masses of
Palestine. A governmmental and economic formula must be devised
which would make the welfare of these two Palestinlian people
compatible,

The correctness of the latter solutlion to the mresent day
problems of European Jews flows=--we stuated--from the Leninist positio:
on nationalism and national movements. During the first World War
and immediately afterwards, a dlspute was carried on by Lenin and
Rosa Luxemburg on the position tkat the revolutlionary soclallst
movement slould take on national movementsof that day. Rosa
Luxemburg argued that the days were over when natlonal movements
could be considered progressive movements. National movements were
progressive in the 19th century when they alded the expansion of the
capitalist economles. Now, she argued, we are living in a perlod
where international sociallism is on the order of the day. Natlonal
movements divide the solidarity of the workers of the world,
National movements militate against tje creation of a workers
international economy which 1s needed as a basis for soclallsm,

She therefore opposed natlonal seIf-determination in the case of
the Ukraine, inthe case of Poland, etc.,

Lenin argued differently. The international soclal order is
arriving at a time, sald he, when natlonal sentiment 1s stlll
strongly intrenched in the political consclousness of many people,
porticularly in the political consclousness of those people who are
being nationally oppgessed. "The policy of oppressing nationalitles 1s
the policy of dividing netions.," If we are to continue the subjectin
of these national sentiments, and dot allow these natlonal sentimiavs
self-expression, we risk the danger of alliena ting these suppresseu
nationalities from the revolutlonary scclallst movements, The
revolutionaery socialist movement cannot and may not Impose the
higher internationallst sentinment by forcé from above. Instead,
the Bolshevik movement must channelize these natlonal sentlments
along revolutlionary soclalist lines., The Bolsheviks must explain
‘and prove to the oppressed natlonal masses that 1t is only capltallist
society which suppresses nationallties. The only way the nationally
oppressed people can realize thelr aspiratlonms towards true national
frecdem and cultural autonomy is by aligning their forces with the
revalutlonary soclalist movemente

Lenin was thorefwre.in favor of theslognn of batioml self-
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determination for the Ukralne, for Finland, for nll oporessed natione
altles. Bolsheviks do not preach nationalism. However, where it does
exlst 1t attempts to work with it, to channcllze it along revolutionary
sociallst lines, It should follow therefore, that if nctional
setiments exist among Jews, revolutionary soclalists must not fight
agalnst 1t, but must channelize this selitimenta long revolntionary
lines, One would consider this formula qulte logical und siear,

Yet Lenlin himself was opposed to the Jewlsh natlonsl movements, and
also subsequent Bolsehvik-Leninlsts opposed 1t as well, '

Lenin, and the revolutionary marxist movement in eneral were
opposed to the Zionist moveuent for several substantially, although
perhaps not absolutely correct and valid rensons. It i3 these
reasons which we propose to discuss in this document, ie propose
to show that these reasons wihlch were once valid no longsr retain
their validlty. Op the contrary the conditions which Srevall today
among the Jews of Europe and Palestine are such that 1L flows logically
from the previously mentioned Lecninlst position, which we accept,
that we today have 1t as our revolutlonary socialist duty to support
‘the nigration of Jgws to Palest{nc and to support their de&ire to
live a national existence. The point is Comrades, ZIONISM MAY BE
REACTIONARY AS PRACTICED BY THE VARIOUS ZIOWIST ORGANIZETIONS, BUT
IT IS NOT INTRIMSICALLY REACTIONARY, Present day Zionism 1s the
legltimate and undzrstandable aspiration of on onpressed group of
people to reorganize thelr 1’ves oand regaln their self respect in a
national community. It is bosic.lly progressive, As soclallsts, it
13 our task to make it so., ~What wore the erstwhile objectlons to the
Z2lonlst and genernl Jewish Netionzl movemsmts held by Revolutlonary .
Soclallists? ' ’

1., "The Zjonist movement is nn Instrument used by Bpitish
Imperialish to gain control of the Near East".--This crgument which ws
reasonably valld at the inception of the Zionist offort after tho
Bylfour Declaration is no longer true, On the contrary, the Jewish
dormunity In Palestine stands at loggorheads with the British Empire,
Since the Balfour Declsratlion, the Bnitish forelgn policy for the
Near ZEast has gone through a diametrical change., Let us review very
briefly the policy of the British in the Near East,

During the latter half of the 19th century and the beginning
~of the 20th, prior ko World war II, the British foreigy Office sided
with the Sultan of ‘urkey agalinst the rest of Europe, Britain hoped
to secure its passageway to India, to gain the right of exploitation
in the Near East, by friendship with the Sultan, During the war the
Sultan sided with the Contral powers, and at the end of the war was
deposed, after his empire disintegrated completely. Britain was
agaln faced with the need for an 1instrumens by which she could
impose here hegemony over the Near East. For a while she toyed with
the idea of creating a Jowish State In tho Near East for just that
purpcse. If she were instrumental in settling up a JeWlsh state in
the Hoar East, thet state would look to her for leadership, It was
a popular notion during the early days of "B,lfour" Zionism that the
Jewlsh State would join the British Gormmonweulth, I, this manner
Bprltain hoped to retain her hold over the N.ar East even aftershe
would be forced out of Egypt. PFalestino could be usod as a orossroad
of transportaion and a center of communicatlion, and a central point
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from which to tap the oll flolds of the Near East,

- apweyer’, Sritain very soon had a change of heart. A modern
prdgressive state in a backward colonial arca might became substantlal-
ly independent and prove difficult to handle. The economic and politic
al potentialities of such a state for the bockward Near East were 00O
dynamic and.might prove dangerous to "Empire". Also the reactlonary
princes and Bedoaln chieftalns of the Near East stood in mortal fear
of a modern western progressive state in their midst. Such a state
they must oppose with might and mane, and Britain soon rose to the
ocohsiony Perfidous Albloni Britain soon declded to retaln control
over Bhe Near East by alding and abetting tho reaction of the Sauds,
the Husseinis, the Arab Leaguc. Britain followed a- pollcy of drain-
ing the oil of the Near Enst and pouring gold into the tents of Ibn
Spud @nd the palace of Emir Abdullah, now King Abdullah by the Graco
of Ajlah and his Brittainic Majesty's government. If ony Bi~National
stote 1s to arise in Polestine in which the Jews wlll participate,
1t cnn only arise through a struggle ngeinst the British Empire.

. The Jews who wish to mlgrate to Palestine are a westorn and
modern people. Tne state set up by the Jews would be anodern state
with democratic ideas. It would at the very least be a comparatively
progressive state, and the most progressive in the Near East. It
could lead the Near Bast In the direction of industrielization, towards
democratic idecs. The rcactiénary Arab leaders fear such a state.

The "Foreign Office" 1s concerned with Emplre and not with political
and economic progress for colonlal peoples. '

It 1s apropos at this point to mako some remarks about the Arad
leaders in the Near Easte. Tpey are 2 roactionary lot whose only
interest it is to rule as aboslute despots, to explolt thelr peodle,
and the land, Millions in gold have been pourcd into their money
chests, .What pert of 1t has gone towards the betterment of the _
1iving conditions of the Arab masses? Nothingl Ibn Saud, the Arab
potentate par excellence, has no occnception of whnt it means to rile
in the interest of his pcople. He rules because he is divinely
ordained to rule. He is a descendent of a founder of a religlous
puritannical sect in Iglam. He kills non-bellevers with his own
sword and his own hands. He has no people. Hy recognlzes only
religlous followers whose duty ls to pray to Allah, 1llve a puritannicd
1:fe, and turn away from western ways. His domoin isntt mediaval,

I+ is anclent, Blbllcal, pastoral, momadic, discase-ridden, steeped
in superstition 2nd lgnorance, and right in tho eyes of Ajlah., He

is opposed to Jewish migration to Palestine, and Brltaln agroes
with him. King Abdullah of Trans-Jordania is a puppet ruler set up
by Britaine. His country is part pastoral-nomadlc and part feudal,
His country is closest to Palestinoc and ho is afraid that the Jewish
labor moverent in Palestine will give tho masses of hls country some
tdeas. He too is opposed to Jewish migration to Palestine. Egypt,
the most industrially advenced of the Arab states in the Near East,
1s nlso part feudal, and tends btowards reactione Irdn is little morc -
than on oil field for competling imperialist interests, The one or two
other states are as backward as these. '

_ A1l this reaction,‘brganized undor the Arab Loague 1s opposed to
Jewlish migration to Palestine. ,The‘lcague 1s hardly an organlzatlion
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of the Arab masses, It 1s the soclal center for the reactlonary
leaders who gather to discuss means of gotting more gold out of
Europe for thelr oil rights ond how to keep western ideas from making
inroads into the lives of the Arab masses, THE PRESENT STRUGGLE CF
THE JEWISH WYISHUV" IN FERLESTINE ISN'T A MOVEMENT IN CNJUNCTION WITH
BRITISH IMPERILLISM BUT A STRUGGLE AGAINST BRITISH IMPERIALISM.

2, The Jews cre not a nations The Jews are o coste argued
Kautsky and Beuer. Therefore revolutionary soclalists need not
support a Jewlish Nationalist movement, a Zionlst movement ¢~-The
question as to whether the Jows sre or are not a natlon has been
raging over a hundred years now, Some soclologlsts have argued tint
the Jews are a natlon because they posscss cortaln characteristics
of a nation, They have a common origin, history, culturd,rcliglon,
even & common language in Yiddish or Ladino, ond also 2 stoong
in-group feeling. Other soclologists, Including the Marxists, argued
- against thls position, Prime requisitcs for a national exlstence
are a common area of concentration, that 1s, a land of one's own,
and a common government for a majority of the natlonals, " In the
absence of these two factors, tho other factors of natlonallty are
weakened, Tpe Jewish culturc In Ajerlca shows signs of diversifica-
tion from the culture of Eyropean Jews. The same applles to history
and language and all the other olements of natiomlity. The Marxisis -
in addltion, crgues that the Jews were a costes They served the
community only in certain esonomic capaclties. Thelr in-group
feeling 1s constantly being wcakencd, and a s socléty progressed
towards a higher level of productivity, as soclety advances soclally,
democratically and culturaelly, the greatest asplration of the Jews
18 to be treated as an equal citizen in the land of the thelir
reslidence,

But the moot question with regord to Jewlsh nationalism 1lsn't
whether they live a notlional existence im the dlaspora (Keutsky was
cortainly right in arguing that they dld not live o natlonal exlstence
but whether they Gesire to live 2 natlonal exlstence. VWhile
capltalism was on the lncllne, the international~assimilationist:

. splution tended to prevall as the cholce solution to the Jewlsh
Question. However, as soon as capltallism began to flounder on the
rocks and succumb to evils of erises and imperlalism, anti-Scmitlsm
tncreased, The reccont Hitlerian experience of the European Jews

has brought about a condition where it 1s safe to say thot at  least
50% of the remaining Jews of Eyrope want to go to Palestine 9% 11ive
a national existence. <The rest would like to travel to Hmerlica and
the rest of the world to be reunited with the remaining memb=re of
their families, friends, uncles, cousins. Thec Jews who wish tc go
to Palestine feel the soclal and psychologlcal need to live in a
society where they will bc completely accepted and not merely
toleratcd as strangers, <hcse people never dld llve a true

nationnl existence, do not now live a natlonal existence, but taeclr
uppermost desire is to live a national existence. It is our duiy
as revolutionary socialists to aid them in thelr appirations.

3, Tpe ilmminence of socloelism in the world and particuarly
‘on the European scene whero the greatest number of Jews Wecre con-
_centrated and the immediaccy of the need of the Soclolist novemeny s
makes the Jewlsh Nationalist movement first of all superfluous, end
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secondly, diversionary and confusing--wrote Lonin in the poriod
immedistely prior to World Wiar I, “Whoever directly or otherwlse
puts forward the slogan of Jewish Netional Culture (howcver well
intentioned he may be) is the enemy of the proletariat, the defender
of the old and caste elements in Jgowry, the tools of tie Rabbls

and the bourgeoisie. On the contrary, those Jewlsh Marxists who Join
up in the internationsl Marxist organizations with Russlaas,
Lithuanians, and Ukrainians and other workers thelr might to the
ocreation of an international culture of thc werking class movements,

are continuing in the traditions of Jewry".

This orgument is tied up with the previous one that the Jews are
not a nation, but a caste living in the various Eyropecan countries,
They do not have a strong national sentiment, that 1s,a desire to
live a national existence. It ls therefore reactionary to force
Jewlsh natlonalism upon them. They are immedictely needed by tho
Marxist movements among all the nations of Europce Let them join the
Ukrainain, the Lithuanian, the:Ryssion Marxist movements, The
struggle for the soclal revolution 1s most immediate, and the preach-
ing of Jewlsh natlionalism and spparatism would only lead to a diversiam
of politicnl effort and confusion cmong the Jews, The objectlve
situntion for the Jews has ochanged sincec then. '

1, Jewish national sentiment among the remalning Jews of Europe
1s very strong. 2. (And this point is most decisive) There is no
bakis for political activity or soclal activity or economlc life for
the remaining Jews in Eurore. They have no place in Euroman
soclety todaye. The arc dec-classedund dlspossessed, They ore the
wards of UNNRA. They are nelther cupita iIst nor middle class nor
proletariat, neither fish nor fow.s The only possibility for any
social exlstence in general, or a soclalist politlical existence In
particdar for the remnant of Jewry 1s to leaveREurope and start life
anew. For those Jews who wish to start life anew within a Jewlsh
national group, Palestlne presents itself as the only practlical
solution, ’

Zionism, and by this I mean a Jewish Nationalist aspiratlon, 1s
today basically progressive. Our job ls to move this desiie for
notional exlstence clong soclalist channels, Ve must give the Zlonist
movement in Palestine critical support. Open the doors of Palestltiew -
to Eyropet!s Jewsl  Yest ©Politlcal support to the varlous Zionist
organizations in Palest ine? Nol We must present the Jewlsh community
in Palestine, and the Jewish Zionlsts in Eyrope with a revolutlionary
criticism of the present Zionist political effort. We must ald in
the building of a 4th Internatlonalist movement 1n Palestine,
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