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EDITORIAL

The attempt to liquidate the Palestinian rev-
olution in Jordan in September, followed by Nasser"s
sudden death, led to the acceleration of the Nixon
pacification program for the Arab-lIsraeli conflict.

A detailed plan between the American and Is-
raeli governments for intervention in Jordan, in
case of Hussein s failure to crush the Palestinian
organizations, wa= recently disclosed (see New York
Times, Oct. 8, 1970). The plan reveals a signifi-
cant shift of American strategy towards an open re-
liance on Zionism as iis only faithful ally in the
Middle East. The "even-handed policy" of the early
Nixon administration (exemplified by the Scranton
mission to the Levant in the winter of ’68) is now
far gone. This reflects likewise US apprehensions
about the ability of the "progressive" Arab regimes
(especially those in lrag and Syria) to stop the
tide of social revolution led today by the Palesti-
nian struggle. The death of Nasser, by removing
the only force capable of containing social strife
in the Arab East, only heightened those US appre-
hensions.

Meanwhile, the policy of the USSR has come
closely in tune with that of the US. From a posi-
tion of complete support for Egypt, the Soviet
Union has moved to a position of promoting its own
version of the RO%&FS Peace Plan (which includes
"a formal state of peace" before Israeli withdraw-
al from occupied territories). The American imper-
ialistSadequately referred to the plan of the Sov-
iet Union as "soured wine in old bottles"- meaning
that they had fermented the liquor way ahead of
the Russians.

The naked collusion of American imperialism
and Soviet revisionism finally resulted in the
"new" US-sponsored project for the creation of a
Palestine entity in the West Bank (see New York
Times, Oct. 16, 1970). The struggle for the impos-
ition of this latest solution will be stepped up
in the coming months. Its intensity will be in
direct proportion to the resistance of the Palesti-
nian movement against liquidation from within.

For this so-called Palestine entity must be exposed
for what it is: a puppet regime in the West Bank
under the tutelage of the Israeli government and
administered by the local Palestinian oligarchy,
the remnant of the traditional leadership of the
days which preceded the popular revolutionary
struggle.

Nixon 1is now performing the same game of Viet-
namization for the Palestinians. But whereas in
Indochina the US and the Soviet Union are kept ap-
art by conflicting interests, they have succeeded

in establishing a mutually acceptable working ar-
rangement in the Middle East- where they both know
that in the long run the stakes are higher than in
Indochina /oil, imperial capitalism and Israel for
the US, and strategic military implantation and
even oil In the future for the USSR/.

The new scheme for pacification in the Middle
East lays new tasks on the revolutionary left
North America. To expose and fight the Nixon jl-
icy in the Middle East calls for increased eff -ts,
which are an integral part of the anti-imperi st
struggle.

One last word. To say that the recent con-
frontation in Jordan, from which the Palestinian
resistance emerged severely bloodied, was a set-
back in the battlefield and so provided hard-ear
ned lessons, is one thing. But to argue that this
confrontation showed the necessity for the Resis:
ance to recot er its uncompromising aims, is an
entirely diffe. .it matter. The issues are clear.
The struggle is difficult. And the aims of fight-
ing, discrediting and defeating counter-revolution
are indeed uncompromising.

--The Editors, 10/16/70-
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The revolutionaries whose blood is now being
shed in the streets of Apman must be wondering why,
as they are facing attempts at liquidation, the at*
titudes of all the Arab regimes vary from false
rhetoric to gloating approval. What is it that in-
escapably separates the revolutionaries from those
regimes? It appears that not all those in the Pal-
estinian resistance- nor even a majority of them-
have yet found a definite answer to that question.
Because the Palestinian revolution is the vanguard
of the Arab revolution, the answer that the Pales-
tinians will find will be the light for all Arab
revolutionaries and will illumine a new road for
the masses.

The honor of-the Palestinian resistance is
that it is today shedding blood in order to kindle
the light that will lead the masses. For the cru-
cial matter is not that answers to important ques-
tions be found by cold reasoning, but rather that
these answers penetrate the mind of the masses--
for only they can car?/ the hopes of revolution
through the smoke of fires and the whine of bullets.

There are some regimes in the Arab world which
consider themselves “progressive” and part of the
Arab movement for national liberation. For the
last twenty years these regimes have fed on the
Palestinian cause. By displaying loud "opposition”
to Zionism and its allies, they attracted the sup-
oort of the masses. By calling for unity in the

face of the "common enemy"”, they diverted the atten-

tion, of the masses from their own exploitation.

And. today, those regimes watch passively as the
institution which represents the national existence
and emergence of the Palestinians is facing des-
truction.

The majority of the Resistance did not feel
that there was an account to be settled with these
national regimes. Fateh, the mainstay of the Pal-
estinians’ armed struggle and the best representa-
tive of their national existence, had not proposed
since its inception a goal different from the one
proclaimed by these regimes. In fact, it spared
the reactionary governments any trouble--even the
Hussein government- and tried its utmost to keep
all the guns, at least those of the Palestinians,
directed toward one enemy. Fateh did not choose
an "ideology" different from that of the "progres-
sive" regimes, yet it refused to indulge in their
"socialist" boasting. In its treatment of the Pal-
estine question, Fateh remained modest about its
capacity and its goals: it did not pretend, as did
Abdel Nasser, that it would "destroy Israel” or,
as did Hussein, that it would "tear Israel to
pieces". Rather, it shows for its armed struggle
a very reasonable goal, the Democratic Palestinian
State.

As for those in the Resistance who had chosen
a different ideology, they could not have threaten-
ed the regimes nor mobilized the Palestinian masses
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nor shaken Fateh’s stand with respect to the Jor-
danian and other governments, if it has not been
for the policy of those governments: The polic?]/ of
confronting the Resistance, in conspiracy, witl
treacherous bullets and collusive silence.

What could the regimes fear so that toda
they all unite (in spite of their dif'ferencesi/ in
order to liquidate the Resistance? The first rea-
son for fright (which in the case of the Jordanian
government has reached a degree of hysteria), lies
in the essence of the Resistance; a second reason
follows from the present phase in the Middle East
situation.

First, there is inherent in the Palestinian
revolution an Inevitable contradiction with the
Arab regimes, in spite of their resemblance in
idecology and political coexistence in the past.
That contradiction manifests itself in the confid-
ence and solidarity of the Revolution with the
masses. The Revolution starts by organizing the
masses and by giving arms to those who are asking
for them--because the interests of the Revolution
are the interests of the masses, and because the
Revolution does not silence the masses, nor does
it cheat or exploit them. As for the bourgeois
regimes, they do not dare give guns to the poor or
allow free popular organizing--otherwise they would
not last long.

The second reason for fear in the Arab regimes
stems from the fact that the Resistance and the
Arab regimes have represented two different meth-
ods for the same problem. That problem {the strug-
gle against imperialism and Zionism) has developed
to a stage wherein the difference in the means in-
evitably leads to a difference in aims. For those
who are confronting an enemy with a total commit-
ment will not stop that confrontation until com-
plete victory. Whereas those who divide their at-
tention between external enemy and exploited mas-
ses will wait for a "French initiative" or an
"American plan" to bring stability. . . Then they
keep proclaiming that the "means are multiple” but
the "goal is the same". Indeed, the means are
different. As for the goal. . . Have the recogni-
tion of the state of Israel and the liberation of
Palestine from Zionism become the same goal™"

This contradiction governs the stands of all
the Arab states with respect to the massacres in
Jordan. It explains the baseness and the rage of
the King, the collusion of Cairo, and the deceit-
fulness of Baghdad.

Indeed, Cairo cannot abandon King Hussein be-
cause he is the main partner in the discussion
with imperialism concerning the political solution.
Hussein®s removal would mean the removal of one of
the bases for that discussion, since Hussein is
the partner who is guaranteeingi security on Isra-
el"s eastern front. Thus the liquidation of the
Resistance is the first requirement for the resump-



tion of the stalemated dialogue with inperialism.
This explains why Cairo radio, In its "Palestine
Progran’*, broadcast a discussion about the moral
duty of "preserving security’’, while at the sae
time Aman was covered with blood and fire. It
also explains why that sare radio equates the
statements issued by the Resistance Central Comit-
mand those is(sued byfg\e Jordanian ?werrment
imitati ex r ritica ressions
of sorron) ﬁrg Voiggp(gf Amerthl/ga?c Ad ﬂ]?)s@explains
also why Abdel Nasser (and with him, Kaddafi and
Nueiri) stated publioly, at the height of the but-
chery, that the Palestinian organizations nust be
differentiated imo "honest’’ and "'dishonest’’ ad,
by so doing, in fact tried to split the Resistance.

Ad it exlains why the rulers in Baghdad, who
lose their demeanor when a British airliner is hi-
Jacked, cannot but break their promises of help t©
the Resistance.

As for the /Arab regimes”/ fear of imperialist
intervention, it is no more than a screen to hide
the fact of incapacity, failure and collusion.
Hanoi, when it came to the rescue of the Cambod-
ians, did not dread the American entry into Cam-

bodia. . .
(Translated fram al-Hurrleh. No. 533,
9/21/70)

THE SOVIETS
OF IRBID

/""'Loren Jenkins of Newsweek magazine was
one of the few reporters who happened to be
in Irbid just before it was declared a libe-
rated territory by the revolutionary forces
in northern Jordan. The radical transforma-
tion which occurred to the town impressed
Jenkins 30 much that he called Irbid- for
lack of a better terra— "the first revolu-
tionary city-state in the Middle East". The
DPP fighter however preferred another desi =
nation: 'the first Arab sovietl" |In the ex-
cerrts below, Jenkins records his impressions/

...despite the surface tranquility of life in
Irbid, genuine revolutionary activity was going
on behind the scenes. To replace the city ad-
ministration, the commandos set up on every
street "people”s committees”™, which in turn
elected members to larger district committees.
These groups, composed of commando commissars

as well as leading residents of Irbid who sun-
port the Palestinian cause, held evening meet-
ings to discuss such matters as the future orga-
nization of the city and preparation for its
defense. Althou :h they are similar in structure
to the local Soviets that the Bolshevikj for-
med in the early days of the Russian Revolu-
tion, tne comnittees seemed to be a relatively
spontaneous response to local events with no
overt influence from Moscow or Peking, 'we have
not had enough time to crystallize our thoughts,
a Syrian doctor who is a member of one committee
told me. "Everything is moving is moving so fast
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that we just try to cope with things as tr.ey
come up." Clearly, however, the Marxist loaders
...were more certain about whore they were
headed. "This week you arc se ang tho birth of
the first Arab liberated area,” commented a
commando chief. "Yon could call it- and I pre-
fer to oall it— the Arab soviet."

Before 1 left Irbid, a "people®s contTesa"
met in tho center of the city .ad resolved to
bar all nro-governnont officials from the city
and to resist any attack by tho Jordanian army.
Toward the end, some 1,200 commandos hastily
dug trenches alon™ the main routes of attack
and 3et up road blocks to control movement to
and from the city. 'V.e are preparing to fight
here until the end," said Lt. Abu Kussai, a
burly 30-year-old Palestinian college .graduate
who 1is in char e of t"0 city"s defenses, "he
are a poor nation in a very big struggle, but
we are confident of victory." ,, vr/j

The hole of tuo Party...
(continued from page 11)

the Workers and peasants. This, however, is

not immediately possible due to the lack of
revolutionary class-consciousness among the
workers and peasants. It is tiie task of tho
vanguard of tho revolution, which should create
a political or ;anization or party. The party

is the organized representation of the iueoloy
of a class. Thus tho part;” of tho working class.
Hence the membership and tiie or -anizational
forms of tho arty cannot be seperated from the
ideology. Therefore we believe that the revo-
lutionary party plays an essential ro.e in the
actualization O1l" victory in our stru <;le lor
liberation. It is tho /guarantee that the revo-
lution will continue until complete victory is
won .

al-Sharara, Vol.l, Ifo.1
( official organ of the Democratic Popular
Front for Liberation of Palestine )



REVOLUTIONARY AMERICAN JEWS SUPPORT THE

PALESTINIAN

svnt following statement was delivered by the
Jewish members of the American delegation to

the International Conference on Palestine, or-
ganized by the General Union of Palestinian
Students (GUPS) in Amman, Jordan, September,"70"

As revolutionaries of Jewish heritage in the
United States of America, we take this opportunity
to whole heartedly support the Palestinian libera-
tion movement.

As Jews and as proletariat® our grand-parents
participated in the Russian Revolution, the anti-
Nazi resistance in Europe, the early struggle? of
the working class to organize itself in America.

Some of us have learned from our history as
revolutionaries, as proletariats, and as Semites,
that our real enemy is the capitalist, racist, im-
perialist class throughout the world. Zionism and
all its allies continue to oppress mankind, particu-
larly our Semitic sisters and brothers, through a
sophisticated form of racist-settler colonialism
originated and supported by Western imperialism.

We cast our lot with the Palestinian liberation
movement which stuqgles in behalf of our Semitic
sisters and brothers. We hope for the day that the
exploited dark-skinned Jews of occupied Palestine,
one-half of its present Jewish population, will re-
ject the false security offered them by the racist-
Zionists and join in class stuggle against Zionism,
racism, and imperialism with the rest of the Arab
masses. We hope for the day that Israeli workers,
students, and youth will reject their exploitation
by U.S. and West German anti-semites who use them
as middle-men in their attempts to control the peo-
ples of the Middle East and Africa. We hope these
people will someday® fight alongside the Arab masses
to establish a free democratic non-sectarian, anti-
imperialist Palestine.

We plan to spread the true facts of the Pales-
tinian liberation movement as the only hope for las-
ting Peace in the Middle East. As -American Jews,
we will attempt to combat the Zionist propaganda
machine which chokes freedom of thought in the Jew-
ish community and prevents Jewish youth from reject-
ing Zionism and joining the ranks of anti-imperial-
ist struggle.

It is the Zionists who have equated Zionism
with Judaism and, by doing so, have intimidated and
repressed followers of the progressive Jewish tradi-
tion. The Zionist collusion with the racist regime
of South Africa, their support of colonial oppress-
ors in Angola and Guinea-Pissam, and the counter-
revolutionary forces of the Congo, Chad and Ethiopia
has driven a wedge between the Jewish people and
our black sisters and brothers throughout the world.

It is the Zionists in the United States who
hypocritically raise the spector of anti-semitism
whenever black and brown people resist exploitation
by landlords, merchants, and social welfare neo-co-
lonialists who happen to be of Jewish background.

It is the Zionists who treacherously accuse our
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black and brown sisters and brothers of anti-semi-
tism when they take a vanguard position in support
of Palestinian liberation. We know that our strug-
gle is to get the Zionists out of the black and
brown colonies of Harlem, Chicago and .letroit, and
out of Palestine.

We thank our Palestinian sister:, ar brothers
for welcoming us here and allowing us to see for
ourselves the fascist nature of Zionism and the re-
volutionary and humane nature of the Palestinian
liberation movement.

Victory to our Semitic sisters and brothers
in the people™s war to reclaim Palestine.

Victory to the struggle of all oppressed and
exploited peoples in the world.

S.R., M.F., J.C. (Sept. 2, 1970)

BEN-GURION WORRIED ABOUT ARAB

MAJORITY IN ISRAEL IN TWENTY YEARS
Tel Aviv, — David Ben-Gurion expressed con-
cern for the Jewish character of the state of

Israel, "unless we do more to encourage immig-
ration and ensure that Jews do the work in this
land."

The former Premier was delivering the Moshe
Haviv Memorial Lecture at Tel Aviv University
on the subject, "lIsrael as a Jewish State.' He
reiterated that Israel today was a long way
from being the Jewish State of his vision,
that much remained to be done.

Speaking about immigration, lar. Hen Gurion
said ""nob enough is being done by Israeli so-
ciety, and little is being carried out by the
government for absorbing immigrants.' As for
Jewish labour, Mr. Ben-Gurion believed that
more widespread technological education would
enable Jewish youth to run machinary to do the
physical labour now performed by Arabs. He con-
ceded that the Arabs of the territories /sic/
should be provided with work, but warned again-
st the negative social influences.

Mr. Ben-Gurion said that, "If nothing is
done right now, we may reach a point in 20
years" time where we have an Arab majority and
most of the work done by Arabs. That would en-
danger the Jewish nature of this state.™

Jerusalem Post

June 15, 1970- p. 5
(emphasis added)

and



the forces tennd the onsiaLont I jorcn

Since Cailro"s acceptance of the Rogers
proposals and the entry of Jordan as a
second party to the "peaceful settle-
ment', the contradictions between the
Palestinian Resistance Movement and the
reactionary regime in Jordan began to
explode.

The Arab governments established
a political umbrella for the Jordanian
regime which it had been in need of
since the beginlng of feda"l activity
in Jordan after the June defeat (1967)*

Until then the Jordanian regime
was unable to move against the Resis-
tance in spite of its (i.e. the regime®s)
awareness of the threat that feda®l ac-
tivity posed to it and in spite of the
fact that it would have been easier to
crush it at the beginlng, before it
could grow into an uncontrollable force.
The Arab regimes would not have allowed
that. To them the Resistance was a bar-
gaining weapon for the Implementation
of the U.1l. Security Council resolution
which (until then) was rejected by Israel.

The Jordanian regime, following th"
June defeat, had linked its strategy with
the policies of Cairo. King Hussein rare-
ly missed an opportunity to emphasize
the ties that bound him to the position
of the "'great Arab sister-nation™; for
he was aware that after the defeat he
was in need of Cairo"s backing and sup-
port in nis move toward accepting the
"peaceful” settlement. For that reason
Jordan®s ability to confront the Resis-

tance was restricted by the contingen-
cies of the Arab regimes. Thus the pre-
vious clashes initiated by the Jordanian
regime against the guerrillas, prior to
the Arab acceptance of the Rogers Plan,
were limited in scope. They could not
have been carried to a decisive conclu-
sion— ie. the liquidation of the Resis-
tance— beoause of the pressures applied
by the Arab regimes.

DOMB3TIC OOVER-PP

Furthermore King Hussein felt the
need to put his own house in order. A
"broader” government was planned to in-
olude nationalist and Hasserite elements
which would play the role of go-between
to enable the regime to neutralize a
section of the Palestinian national move-
ment and create the illusion of possible
peaceful coexistance between the regime
and the Resistancel Another task was oo
cover-up the nature of the Jordanian
army. That army was originally founded
and prepared to be the striking protec-
tive force for the Hashimite throne; its
top officers were recruited from the
royal family and from tribal and Bedouin
elements that were in complete loyalty
to the King. Some of those officers were
eager to create a confrontation with the
Resistance in an attempt to liquidate it,
but the King at that time was aware of
the prevailing political climate in the
Arab states, so he played the role of a

"moderate® who appeared willing to co-

exist with the Resistance. In the recent
(i.e. June 1970) crises— only one month
before the acceptance of the Rogers Plan—
he dismissed several top officers in
the army (including his uncle) as a price
for ending clashes with the feda"yeen at
an inappropriate time for the Arab re-
gimes.

Cairo™s acceptance of the Rogers
Plan and the implementation of the Secu-
rity Council resolution gave Hussein the
green light to proceed against the Resls-
tacne— an event for which he had been
waiting for for three years. Thus the
formation of Abdel Moneim al-Rlfai"s
government coincided with Cairo®s accep-
tance. (On the political lecwel, the
King®"s acceptance of the Rogers Plan was
facilitated by the presence of this ''popu-
lar" government. On the military level,
the King increased his control over the
army by reinstating all the dismissed
reactionary officers and by transferring
all leading elements whose loyalty to
him was in doubttalee"The Regime xn Jordan
Mobilizes Against the Resistance', Bulle-
tin #2J. Hussein, however, found a dis-



orspancj kttnin his amd Cairo"s position
toward tho loolstanos. the lgyptian rs-
glho woo against an ianodlato attoapt to
crush tho guerrillas.

*87T>t, basically, did. not want to
aaooolato its aeosptanea of tho Bogers
Plan with tha liquidation of tho liqui-
dation of tha assistant*, for oho still
azpeotad serious obstacles to tha peade-
ful settlement, and it did not saea op-
portune at that tiaa to saorlfioe tha
azistanoa of tha guerrilla movement be-
fore resolving these obstaolas. On the
other hand Cairo foresaw another way of
liquidating the Besistanoe aoreaent with-
out hurting its popular image, namely,
the formation of a Palestinian state
(in the Vest Bank, or elsewhere) whloh
would aooept a peaceful settleaent. Des-
pite these confnoting positions, the
ting was confidant that any counter-revo-
lutionary wove on his part would not meet
any serious opposition froa the Arab re-
gimes. He had secured the Arab political
umbrella and although the King would hare
preferred Cairo"s backing, it was suffi-
cient that Bgypt would remain officially
neutral— which objectively amounted to

taking hl~

One factor encouraging to Washington was
the indication that the 10,000 to 12,000
Iragi troops and about 600 Syrian troops
based in Jordan before the fighting erup-
ted had made no move to intervene in the
Jordanian strife. Wshington had made
plain its deep anxiety that such outside
intervention would rapidly highten the
tension jeopardizing American politioal

interests. . . ggfé. ?imes. Sept, 19.

Determined to deal a final blow to
the Besistanoe, the King now had two es-
sential factors in his favor: 1. An impli-
cit Arab support, whether through silence
on what would happen, or apparent neutra-
lity from the reactionary and '‘progres-
sive" regimes which had aocaptad the
settlement, or through limited and inef-
fective assistance (to the Besistanoe)
from those who had rejected the Bogers
Flan. 2* Anglo-American intervention in
support of the regime if threatened with
collapse.

Behind the shadow of the *‘popular™
government the King began his moves ini-
tially under the assumption that the army
would conduct prolonged battles of attri-
tion against tha Besistanoe. During two
weeks of such maneuvering he discovered,
however, that those tactles were more
advantageous to the Besistanoe than to
his regime— giving the former possibili-

ties for consolidating its ranks and the
ohanoes for developing its methods of
mass politioal mobilisation. It also al-
lowed the assistance to eonoluda allian-
ces with Jordanian progressive elm*ants
and with ssotions of tho a-.my which re-
sulted in the paralysis of lie "popular”
government.

A row 8TASK FOB THB R8SIBTA101

Indeed the Besistanoe neves it did
enter into a now stag* of solidifying its
position against the reactionary authori-
ties. Until then solid opposition to the
regime was confined to few sections in
the Besistanoe movement. Tha Demoeratio
PopAlar Front had raised the slogan of
"All Bower to the Besistanoe-" on the ba-
sis of actual preparation for a decisive
battle with the reactionary regime, lea-
ding to "an armed popular iInsurrection®.
What weakened this position was the vaei-
latlon of the other Resistance contingents,
especially Fateh, thus providing for a
climate of politioal paralysis following
the acceptance of the Bogers proposals.
This situation allowed the Jordanian re-
gime to ezploit those contradictions to
a mazlmum[in striking at the movement].
The question of power (in the Bast Bank)
raised by the DBF, therefore— while es-
sentially correct— could not have been
implemented under those clroumstanoos.

What dialogue and discussion failed
to achieve within the Besistanoe contin-
gents, however, was forced on the move-
ment by the development of events them-
selves, especially the military onslaughts
of the regime during July and August. For
the first time Fateh now raised the ques-
tion of power in Jordan under a new slo-
gan: "Bopular Authority". Fatshptowspaper
of the Central Committee of the Besistanoe
in Amman]ezplained the new position only
two days before the formation of the mili-
tary government:

"_..After a series of dally and
planned orimlnal attempts on the
part of the puppet regime...to bleed
our militants in confrontation with
the army away from the (Israelil)
front...after all this, and when the
ppppet regime has transformed the
Jordanian army into a tool of police
terror against our people...in an
attempt to Incite regional hatreds,
and in view of the daily slaughter
of our citizens by the bullets of
agentB..._It has become neoessarv for
a popular authority to take over in
the country. The authority must meet
tne following conditions:

One, i1t would have to be In com-
plete control of the army, security
and state machlnary.



Two, It aust parse those institu-
tions of all agents and counter-revo-
lutlocaty elements.

Three, an immediate trial of all
criminals guilty of conducting the
massacres.

Four, cessation of the hateful
campaigns conducted by the regime
within the army and among the cltl*
zens.

Five, to build a fraternal unity
between the armed forces (the army)
and the revolution so we can confront
the occupying enemy with our united
efforts.

Six, all susplolou8 and agent or-
ganizations must be disbanded so
that our fighters can have their
rear flanks secure.

Those are the minimal conditions
for the framework of a popular re-
gime that is capable of stopping
bloodshed and securing the confi-
dence of our masses...those are the
demands of the revolution and of
the people..."

Fateh. Amman, Sept.
14, 1970.

In raising the slogan of "‘Popular
Authority"” the Tfieslstance movement began
mass political activity Involving several
alliances, resulting In the Interim Com-
mittee of the Jordanian National Movement,
and In advancing the positions of most
Jordanian labor unions and professional
organizations. This activity culminated
In the successful general strike In
Amman .

It was clear that Introducing the
slogan of "Popular Authority' at this
time--wlth what it entailed of provoking
offensive reaction from the regime— was
leading to an inevitable confrontation
which the government was preparing for.
The Resistance movement, on the other
hand, was waiting to receive the blows.
This confrontation compelled the Resis-
tance movement to face the question of
state power squarely. In addition the
slogan forced the Jordanian regime to
reveal Its true nature by forming a mili-
tary government composed of the most re-
actionary and counter-revolutionary ele-
ments In the country®s history. Its mem-
bers can truly be called the "millionaire
military elite” who accumulated fantastic
fortunes through their positions and by
virtue of their tribal and family con-
nections with the regime.

The important political significance
of the formation of the military govern-
ment was the King"s decision to embark
on a decisive and final battle to liqui-
date the Resistance movement. His dec-

laration of war on the people®s movement
was— in this senss-rwelmllar to the appoint*
ment of Moshe Dayan to the ministry of
Defense Just before June 5 (1967)* The

Given a showdown, Moscow is assumed
to prefer to see the Jordanians emerge
victorious, partly because some Palestin-
ian leaders look so closely attuned to
the Chinese, but mainly because of Jor-
dans willingness to follow the leads of
Cairo and Moscow, ij.y. Times, Sept 19

King"s decision made full use of the
vacillating position of the Arab govern-
ments taee the article "lasserlsm and the
Peaceful Strategy"™ in Bulletin #2j, and
brought the Resistance face to face with
the very question of its existanoe, which
at this stage, cannot be secured unless
the reactionary regime is overthrown

and the complete authority of the Resis-
tance Is established.
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Hussein®s military plan was to
deal a quick and deolsive blow to the
Resistance movement, especially in Amman,
with the aim of wiping out its leader-
ship and paralyzing its ability to sur-
vive. Henoe the significance of establi-
shing the liberated zone in the North
(Irbid and vicinity) from which a per-
menant base can be secured for protrac-
ted struggle. The conditions for the suc-
cess of this coming struggle Is contin-
gent, however, on simultaneously initia-
ting effective political activity which
will expose the objective collaboration
of the Arab regimes and which will mobi-
lize the Arab mas"ses to form a protective
belt around the Resistance. Only then will
the impending military struggle acquire
the revolutionary effectiveness necessary

for its victory. *| —Hni-ri fth No. 533
Sept_ SI,"1970.

Mr. Nixon reportedly indicated /to Golda
Heir/ that he would seriously consider
active United States intervention if ei-
ther lIraqi or Syrian forces entered figh-
ting on the side of the guerrillas. Mrs.
Meir,reportedly told the President that
Israel was vitally concerned about the
outcome of the events in Jordan and would
consider a Palestinian takeover in Amman
a serious threat to her security.

N.Y. Times, Sept. 20.



WHAT HAPPENED IN' JORDAN

Twenty thousand people lie dead or wounded in
the city of Aiman. Al Fateh leader Yasir Arafat
radioed Cairo on Sept. 23, "God is my witness, a
massacre has been committed. God is my witness,

I have told you about it."

Jordan®s King Hussein, who has had enough of
sharing power with the Palestinian fedayeen, seems
prepared to destroy all of Amman in order to de-
feat the commandos and their people, who make u
two thirds of the population of Jordan. Then the
Roger®s plan "peace" talks — which are attempting
to negotiate the Palestinian liberation struggle
out of existence - could proceed smoothly.

Arafat described the results of Hussein®s at-
tempts to bring law and ofder to Jordam

"Amman is burning for the sixth day. Thou-
sands of people are under the debris. Bodies
have rotted. Thousands of houses have been des-
troyed. Hundreds of thousand of people are home-
less. Our dead are scattered in the streets.
Hunger and thirst are killing our remaining chil-
dren, women and old men.

In Amman proper one out of two people has been
without food or water for six days. The reaction-
ary army has cut off water supplies from densely
populated areas such as refugee camps. Eighty

ercent of the camB dwellers have either been
illed or wounded by napalm. Whenever the curfew
is lifted briefly, there are popular street demon-
strations which are shot at by the army."

The Israelis first introduced the use of na-
pal!" ?s an anti-personnel weapon in the Middle
East during the six day war in 1967. The reac-
tionary Arab governments have imitated the prac-
tice.

Fighting began in Amman on Sept. 17, the
day after Hussein placed Jordan under martial law,
ordered the commandos to surrender their weapons,
and handed control of the country over to the
most reactionary elements in the government.

The new military leaders are even farther to
the right than the former army chief, Nasser Ben
Jamil, King Hussein’s uncle. Jamil's attempts to
crush the commandos earlier this year were coordi-
nated and financed by the American CIA.

The new 12-man cabinet of army officers ap-
pears to be dominated by a Bedouin, Habid Majali,
who was named commander-in-chief of the army and
military governor of the entire country. Bedouins
predominate in the cabinet, and Bedouin tribesmen
make up most of the 10,000 man elite Jordanian
counterinsurgency units. These are the forces
which shelled refugee camps and shot at ambulances

during the June crisis, and who are probably respon-

sible for most of the present carnage, like the
recent shelling attack against a refugee camp

which killed 7,000 Palestinians and destroyed 8%
of the camp”s housing.

The counterinsurgency units are coordinated
by the Jordanian Special Bureau, first conceived
of in November, 1968 as part of a CIA plan for
suppression of the commandos. In April, 1969, a
Jordanian lieutenant code-named Nasr was sent by
Jamil to the United States for six months of
counter-insurgency training with the CIA. When
Lt. Nasr returned to Jordan, he established the
Special Bureau. The Bureau has unsuccessfully

plotted the assassinations of Yasir Arafat and
Dr. George Habash, leader of the Popular Front for
the Liberation of Palestine. Advice, money, and
arms flow into the Special Bureau from the United
States Embassy.

Despite the dreadful attack that the Jordan-
ian forces have unleashed on the Palestinian cit-
izens of Amman (90% of the casualties are civil-
ians), the fedayeen are still in control of most
of the capital.

The United States appears to have ceased rat-
tling thunderbolts, at least for the time being.
Claiming that Syrian troops had invaded Jordan,
the U.S. was making preparations for an armed in-
tervention. Three Sixth Fleet supercarriers with
jet fighters were moved into the Eastern Mediter-
ranean, Marines were shipped over in amphibious
assault ships, C-130 transport aircraft were flown
in to bases in Turkey and Greece to help carry in
U.S. troops, and thousands of paratroops in Ger-
many and the U.S. were readied for alert -- all to
threaten the ommandos with a U.S. invasion into
Jordan to "r cue American citizens" there and in-
sure Hussein® , victory.

The Palestinian Red Crescent Society, the re-
lief arm of the liberation struggle, stated: 'The
human dimensions of the civil war now raging in
Jordan require immediate attention. To date, the
toll in civilian casualties has mounted to 8,000
dead, and 10,000 injured and 100,000 homeless."

1. The above review — dated
Sept.26,1970 — is taken
from a Liberation Hews Se-
rvice article based on d-
ispatches sent by S. Ryan
& G. Cavaletto from “unman
during the fighting”
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ARAB & INTERNATIONAL
MASS SUPPORT

FOR THE RESISTANCE

September Ib

* Maas rallies supporting the Palestinian
Revolution were held in Damascus and Baghdad
Syrian head of state said his country would
“spare no blood"™ to help the Palestinian Re-
volution in Jordan. The mass rally was one of
the biggest ever seen in Damascus.

* In Baghdad thousands of demonstrators
marohed through the oapital led by a vanguard
of fedayeen to protest against the military
crackdown on the Palestinian Revolution.

* Tripoli, north Lebanon, went on strike
against Hussein"s regime.

* Palestinian and Arab students occupied
Jordanian embassies in Damascus, Baghdad, New
Delhi, Moscow and London.

September 19

* Mass-supported revolutionaries tightened
their hold on liberated areas in north Jordan,
gained control over Salt and escalated their
resistanoe in Amman. They also rooketed Hus-
sein" s palace in Hummer. Jordan®s crack Hus-
sein Brigade switohes allegiance to the com-
mandos amid Ffurther bitter fighting in the
capital.

* IN OCCUPIED TERRITORIES fourteen mayors,
including those of Ramallah, Nablus, Bethle-
hem, Hebron, Jerioho, Tulkarem, Qalgileh and
Jenin called for an end for the massacre
openly condemning Hussein®s stand. In their
oable, the mayors held the King responsible
for the "terrifying massacres whioh cause the
loss of life of thousands of our brethern—
children and countrymen.”

* The daughter of Brig. Mohammad Daoud,
Prime Minister of Jordan, joined the Palestin-
ian resistance, appealing to her father to
resign.

* About 70,000 demonstrators march through
the streets in Kuwait urging the Bmait govt,
to out relations with Jordan or stop financial
aid to the Military government.

* Several thousand Algerians demonstrated
in Algiers in support of the Palestinian Re-
volution at a meeting oalled by the FIJI. Shape
and oafes in the oenter of Algiers olosa down
in solidarity with the Palestinian"people.
FLN leader Kaid Ahmad ridicules the “etermal
comedy of Arab summits.” U.3. Black Panther
leader Eldridge Cleaver is present at the
hour mass rally.

September 22-26

+About 300 supporters of the Palestinian
Revolution marohed in London, obanting "‘death

to Hussein™.

* In Madrid, Palestinian and Arab students
demonstrate against Jordan®s regime but polios
stops them from ocoupying the Jordanian Embassy,

* In Moscow, scores of Arab students protes-
ting Hussein®s crackdown on the Palestinian
revolution are barred from the Jordanian em-
bassy by a strong foroe of"Soviet polioe.

* China reiterates her staunch support tO
the resistance. Two days earlier an editorial
in the People®s Daily deolares that Amerioa."s
plan for a so—calledpeaceful solution of the
Middle East question was designed to "strangle
the Palestinian revolution...Just as the reac-
tionary Jordanian forces launched savage attacks
on the Palestinian oomnandos, US Secretary of
Defense Laird raved frantically that the US
Sixth Fleet had moved nearer to the Middle East
war zone..."

* Albania and the Denooratio Republio of
Korea announce full solidarity and support to
the Palestinian Revolution. The Albanian daily
Zeri | Porullit says in an editorial that the
Soviets "‘pose as neutral and make appeals for
reconciliation, putting on a par both the ag-
gressors_and the Palestinian fighters, who are
the victims of aggression.'

* In Berlin, thousands ofa%oung left wmg
demonstrators, among them Arab workers and stu-
dents, expressed solidarity with the Palestinian
Revolution in a march through the oity whioch
lasted for several hours.

= 1n New Delhi, Indian demonstrated outside
U3 and Jordan embassies iIn protest against US
support for lusseln in liquidating Palestinians.
His protest was organised the All-India Stu-

dents Congress. Fatah. Sept. 0. 170

Brio Rouleau, oorra— poadent of 1* Mends,
uoted the King as having eaidi "'l wes: in-
ignant recently when 1 leamed that vg owa

ohaufeur, to whom I entrusted ay children,

was a terrorist. He was arrested while he

was Firing a mortar at nyr palace.. .1 also
just disoovsimd that ay oook had_important
nctions in ene of the Palestinian organl—

zations. "ITt@EX digpatoh, Sept. 25



THE ROLE OF A RARTY INTHE PECPLE'S
WAR CF LIBERATION

What is the importance of building a revolutio-

nary party to the Palestinian war of liberation?

To answer this question one should consider the
general characteristics of revolutionary wars
of liberation as well as their particular char-
acteristics, taking into consideration differ-
ences of time and place* Hence we have to study
the experience of other peoples in addition to
analyzing the facts of our own society and the
factors which have influenced the development
of the Palestinian war of liberation.

The Vietnamese war of liberation which has al-
ready defeated French colonialism and has al-
most defeated American imperialism is one of
the greatest experiences in wars of liberation.
The relation between the revolutionary party
and the Vietnamese war of liberation is demon-
strated by General F. Giap, the commander of
the People™s Army of Vietnam. He describes
some of the factors of victory of the Vietnam-
ese revolution:

"The Vietnamese popular war of
liberation is successful because

it is just... It has achieved

great victories because our people
have had an armed revolutionary
power. That is, the People®s Army
of Vietnam... This army has always
fought for tho people because it
emerged from them and is led by the
party of the working class.

The Vietnamese victory is the
result of a powerful, large and
united national front, which has
enveloped all the revolutionary
classes and which was established
on the basis of this alliance bet-
ween the workers and the peasants
led by the party.

The Vietnamese popular war of
liberation was able to achieve
victory because we had the people*s
authority... this authority is the
government, which is the alliance
of the revolutionary classes, i.e.,
the government of the workers and
peasants. It is the popular democ-
ratic dictatorship, which is in
reality the dictatorship of the
workers and peasants led by the

party. This government has organ-
ized and mobilized fne people for the

resistance. It has achieved material
benefits for the people, not only in

10

tho liberated areas, but also in the
commando basos bohini the frontiers
of the enemy.

The Vietnamese popular war of liberation

achieved its great victory for the above
reasons, the most fundamental being
the C.P., the party of the working

class who organized and led the war.
This party proceeded under tho guidance
of the Marxist- Leninist ideology to
analyze the social conditions and

the balance of power between us and

our eneny in order to design the

plan of armed struggle and to establish
the principle which says:*" The struggle
will take* long time and we shall
depend only on ourselves.™"

7e have introduced this quotation from General
Giap"s book to stress the importance of the
party of the working class in leading the Viet-
namese popular war of liberation, the liberation
army and united national front, in analyzing

the social condition and the balance of power
against the enemy, in defining the essential
goals of the revolution and the plan of combat,
and in carrying out the tasks of struggle and
establishing the base for a better society.

THE REVOLUTION* ORGANIZATION AIlID PALESTINIAN
WAR OF LIBER" 10N

Similar to the Vietnamese, and under the guid-
ance of the Marxist-Leninlet Ideology and the
experiences of the struggling peoples, we
shall now attempt to clarify the importance
of building the revolutionary organization

in terms of the Palestinian war of liberation.

The first point to be clarified is that of the
nature of the fundamental contradiction in the
area. The basic oonfliot rbetween the two camps
is as follows:

1. The anti-revolutionary oamp including:

(a) International imperialism , led by
the U.S.A., which has essential
interests in the wealth of the Arab

countries, suoh as oil, and which
exploits the Arabs in many different
ways -

Zionism and the Zionist existance
Palestine which is the essential
rument of suppression against the
people of Palestine and the Arabs. F
damentally racist,it continues to ex
through the support of imperialism,

in
inst-

(C]]
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is tiio front lino of iniehational the weal: one is still that of revolution. This

inner! ilisn in tho arc. . latter front, however, represents a potential
(c) Fouialinn a..u tho Hour eoisio which strength. It is accelerated by the harsh mea-
aro tho a ;onts of imperialism and sures of suppressions and eviction practiced
which aro do.Mivioat on its interests by the Zionist power in Palestine, and by
and it3 oxnloitatiun of the Arab land the guardianship enforced by the Arab regimes
and neople. which lid not permit the Palestinians, until

very recently, to organize themselves.
2. Tho .evolutionary caup including:

(@ The workers w o form the most revolu- The Palestinian revolutionary struggle which is
tionary class on account of thoir represented now by the popular movement in the
pro.uctivo function and thoir full V/est bank and Gaza by guerilla warfare, shall
do; endonce for their life on thoir soon overcome the very difficult situations
labour. They are prepared more then facing it.
uly other class to ,;ivo to iho revo-
lution and to oo or .anisod. Jut it ia One of these difficulties is the so-called
obvious tait th . discrimination a;jainst "peaceful solution™. It is only a conspiracy
t ie dales i-inian ..orders in occupied that is giving benefit to the United States
falostine the weakness of in .ustry in while monopolizing the Arab economy. It is a
tho Arab countries anil the strict mea- conspiracy which sees to the Soviet Union
sures of suppression and doportation becoming a partner to the U.S. in so-called
which are practiced against the Arab "peaceful co-existance™ with the capitalist
=workers in .one-al and Palestinian bloc. It is the same conspiracy which is
workers in particular in all Arab coun- accepted by the reactionary Arab regimes and
tries, lire reasons which ao not allow the so-called progressive Arab regimes who have
any lar, ;0 srouping of Palestinian failed to face Israel. These are the same
workers to take uiaco. regimes whioh tried to lead the social revolu-

(b) Pile peasants, -..lo form 70p, that Iis, tion half-way. They have failed to understand
the majority of the population. Tho the leading imperialist role of the U.S. and
peasant of Palestinian society has were unable to escape its monopoly.
icon characterized by his exposure
to successive disasters. Due to tho Although the so-called '"peaceful solution"
ouui,/ration from tiio countryside to seems unfruitful, it is clear that this solu-
the cities and from Palestine to other tion is still possible on aooount of the anti-
countries, tho petit Bourgeoisie revolutionary camp and the betrayal by the
paiaod a hand over the peasants. The regimes of the pstit-Bourgeoisie in the so-
pc slants are tao €3, ential power of oalled progressive Arab states.
the revolution for the Movement of
national liberation. It is well-known The weakness of the Palestinian national
that tho peasant of the Aral) countries movement lies in the fact that the leader-
and of all otiior countries has sought ship has never adopted the ideology«f the
the Movon.-.nt of national liberation working class, but rather expressed tha hopes
to fi. ;ht foreign colonization. But the and goals of the petit-Bourgeoisie. This leads
active ro .o of the peasants is deter- the revolution only half-way, and not to its

mined by the organization of the ultimate and, to change the relations and con-
working class which directs the peas- cepts which dominate every bourgeois sooiety.
ants through the different stages of Hence the participation of both the national
the revolution. and the petit-bourgeoisie in the national lib-

(c) The petit Bourgeoisie which, due to eration movement has two aspects. The first is
its nation®ll feeling and vast number, positive, since it allows a large seotion of
is a strong ally of the revolution. the population to participate in the resistance

Furthermore some of the national bour- movement. The second is negative, for it allows
geoisie might take the si .e of the the infiltration of the logic of compromise,
revolution and tho liberation movement. with the ensuing danger of crippling the rev-
Tho majority of the refugees who are olutionary movement in the middle of the stru-
re'egated to camps are poor peasants ggle. We believe that the petit—bourgeoisie
and workers. They wore exposed to and part of the national bourgeoisie oan and
eviction and they arc still exposed to Bhould play their roles within a large front.
poverty, unemployment and tho worst This front would be led by the alliance of the
conditions of living. In addition they workers and peasants, for it is the workers
suffer suppression and extermination who are the most revolutionary class and the
practiced by the Zionist soldiers, and peasants who are the essential power of the
to discrimination and repression from national liberation movement.
tho Arab governments. The;/ aro without
doubt tho main reserve which can be This analysis represents the fundamental prob-
mobilized -to share in tho revolution. lem of any revolution} that is the problem of
political authority. We believe in a large
10 these two camps ( tho Anti-revolutionary and national front to be led by the alliance of

the revolutionary) one oan easily realise that -
eontinuee/ p> -3



PALESTINIAN

a oertain group of men every evening when the women passed them

WOMEN IN THE

STRUGGLE...

on

"Thu Palestinian women
feel they earned their
rights through their own
hard work, and that by
competing with the men
they are spurred to be-
come stronger and more
capable than they bad
the -ht possible. Natu-
rae-/, +he women "ind
theoa who are ac . rely
on* ted in the resistance
movement more receptive
to (bangs than Arab so-
ciety as a whole, but
the strategy of protrac-
ted war makes it possible
that, the new ideas will
spr ad. Perhaps a story
we heard in Lebanon best
illustrates the process...
An insult that is of-
ten leveled at the female
Palestinian activists is
the suggestion that they
are sleeping with the
commandoes. Thus, two
young women began to hear
murmurs of "may God pro-
protect your honor"™ from

their way to serve

their military duty. After hearing the phrase once too of“-in, one of the two women

wheeled around,
"1 am defending ny honor,

oome again,

PR.BULLETIN
P.0.BOX 59

marched up to one of
" she said,
1 shall be defending you,

SOMERVILLE, MASS. 02144

the men, and struck

ar Kalashinkov in his stomach.

"what are you doing about yours? ZVhen the Zionists
because you do not even know how to handle a gun,”

— S. Bose & C. Tackney,

Off Our Backs. Vol

1, #12.

"The Birth of a Revolution”

Oot 25, 1970



