A
DIFFICULT
COEXISTENCE

by
Domingo del Pino

N Sepiember 16, Lebonca wos omce more invoded by Israel. This oggres

sicn consisted of bombings on the 8ta cad 9th which coused 200 victims
in Syris omong lorge civilion groups, ond or the 1é6th in Lebanon. It waos
Isrcel’'s first reachon fo the kidnapping ond desth of its 11 sportsmen in an
oction by the five commondos of Biack Sepiember, four of whom also died from
the bullets fired by West Germon or Israeli police.

Iif the inwasion of the 16th ogoinst the south of Lebanon —less costly in terms
of human victims thon the bombings cgainst Syric— was given brooder publicity,
it 15 due to me foct fnot beth Isroel ond the United States hope that, either by
diclogue or Dy orms, the some results will be ochieved comcerning Polestinion
ochvity in Lebonon cs with the Black Ammon of September 1970.

The unexpected Isroeli withdrowal ofter 36 hours of invasion, occurred with-
out the objetives naving been realized — according to Isroeli Chief of Stoff David

Eleozor — nomely, occupying the central-south region of the country in order to
elbminate from it o!l Pclestinion presence ond then advonrce on El Yanub, coiching
i in o pince the north cnd the south. Thus the suspxion that o forma

promise from :he Lebanese govermment hod been negotioted with Tel Aviv
v f

the south in the future.




The immediate prociomotion of the state of emergency for the entire country,
the subsequent temsion between Lebonese ond Palestinions = the foce of the
Area-ob Lebanon inchaled mililory regime’s ex.‘-eﬁsior‘u‘ the notice qf clashes befwee‘n. army ond .‘edpyeeps.
in the Zionist Plan-1919 o'-scgunred by o strict militory censorship, mode one think tha: if the situoton
contirued, the Block Ammar ¢of September 1970 could be :epeated here. In ony
cose thot wos what Israel and Woshingion hoped for ond whot their respective
information orgons were cleorly suggesting.

Although the acfion of the lebamese ormy ogainst the invasion was not os
conclusive os wos then claoimed, cnd the Lebanese Foreign Affoirs Minister Jolil
Abujamod himself recognized this, it wos meritorious in itself because it wos the
first time in this repeated history of agoressson thot the decision $o fight was
taken. Also the Lebznese ormy hos been consciously discrmed by the polibcal
Mediterranean leccers or very selectively ormed so thci, by ifs choracter, it does nmot incite

Sea Israeli reprisals to destroy it. Nevertheless, the Lebanese ormy, which suffered 18
‘osses in this invaswon, cloimed for itself olone the men? of the Israeli withdrowal
ond despite the foct thot there were not o greot number of Pcleslinicns in the
cenircl-south region invaded, vigorously denied that it knew there were 26 deoths,
S0 wounded ond 12 coptured.

Lebaonon

® cavesos HE anti-Asob ond anh-Pclestinicn tumult in the wesiemm world tho: followed

the Munich oction served, os on so mony other occcsions, o hide much
more serious events. No one recalled during thase cays, that only three months
eorlier, Israeli “tesrarists™ hod entered Lebanese territory ond kidnopped five Syrion
ond five Lebonese officers ond killed the four police guords thot eccompenied
them; it was forgotten thot in 1972 alone, Lebonon has teen the objective of mili-
tary oggression seven times ond invoded four, thot it suffered 204 civilion easu-
olties ond losses of several hundred million pounds, in on ochoa oegarized by o

x INTERNAT N pooATS ES State thot was destined to “terrorize™ the civilion populotion of Lebamon in o
GOLEN ~EIGHTS : ., continuous and systemohc monner, pit fhem ogoinst the Polestinions and provoke
3 [ A U e the interveniion of the Lebonese army in order to restrict existence in this last
! Tiomst rien refuge of the resistonce. With reason it wos soid in Besrut that in the coafidential
\ e N S | report mcde by US Ambassador W. Buffum 1o his Stoie Depariment, the loaded

\
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remark accompanying it that Polestinion activity in Lebonon would justfy in
Washington's eyes any lsraeli oggression inciuding the permonent occupotion of
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Palestine resistance

To oll the security forces:

To the General leodership of the
Irdernal Security Forces ISF; To the
Llecdership of General Security and the
Superior Polestine committee of
Lebanon:

Io virtve of Decree No. 3991 of
September 16, 1972, and of the
disposition of Decreed Low 52 on the
proclomotion of the stcie of
emergency or of the military zone
estoblished Augus! 5, 1967, the Army
Commond communicates the
following:

Division of resistcnce detochments.

1) it is henceforth prohibited for the

resistance forces to be in the

following sectors: ‘
Eastern sedor of Ef Yanub.

Memorandum sent by the l.ebanese army to the

To the south of the Chaboo-
Hosboya highway ond in ike
interice ~of willages and ofong o
Perimeter of two kilometer rodius as
a awvaimum around the localities.
Rachoyo Wadi region. In the
intevior of the villoges ond on o
perimeter with o minimum rodius of
two kilomerers.

Cenical sector. It is ovohibited

for any new member of the
Polestsme resisiorce ¢o penetrofte
into it. The fedoyeens who are in
it must evocuote the villoges

and o perimeter of a mimmum of
two kilometers radius ovound them.
Nobotiye regicn. The status quo
15 mcintorned on? members of

the resistonce may remoin in

ihe refugee camps.

Eastern region. The fodoyeens

ore prohibited from being ouiside
the refupee comps.

Beqo'o region. The fedoyeens are
prohibited from being cutside

tne refugee comps

My. lebonoa region. The fedoyeens
are prohibited from being outside
the refugee comps.

2) Movements of members of the
resistance o2 regulaled.

—In the sectors. Only the members
of the Polestine Armed Struggfe
Commando [PASC; con oppeor
armed and in uniform. Their
aoppearance must nevertheless be in
coordinstion with the loison
department of the generc! stoff

ia charge of Polestine mifitory
offairs.

—Outside the comps. The some
as cbove.

3] Sonchons.

Any person who does no! respect
these measures will be subjected
to milijary purisdiclion

2] Entry into force.

The measures confomed in the
communrque will enter into force af
1500 hours local fiume on Sunday,
Seotember 17, 1972

All ihe forces of the armry, the

ISF ond general security are charged
with opplying the regulations of

this decree.
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a part of Lebcnon: ond the subsequen: opposition voite by the United Stotes
repeesentative in the Security Council so o resalution requesting Isrczl $o obstoin
from reprisafs, constituted o greer light to Tel Aviv for the oggression tho} actually
followed.

The most importont Israeli oggressions against Lebanon were motivcted by
commando actions thct absolutely in no way implicated thot country- detour
<f o Sabeno airfine plone to Tel Aviv [May 30, 1972, oction by th= Xcpanese
suicide commondo agoinst Lod airpcn (September S, 1972], Munich [September 5,
1972). Nevetheless in each cose Isroel subjected Beiruz 10 the blockmail of de-
monding thot it expel, silence or attock the Palestinsans on pain of finding issaif

axposed ‘o reprisol. Beirui voiuntority gove in ecch time. The suspension of oll
Dolestinion cctivity was demcnded, without foking into occount the foct ot
ceding meont entering info o vicious circle thot has led Isrcel to demand th2
withdrawal of the Polestinions from the south of Lebamon. but has ofso insisted
thot fhere be no tolk permirted in Bairui, as occurred os o result ol the ottock
on the Lod oirport when the PFLP informotion offices were closed by order of
the Lebonese government. It wos forgotten thot it is the er.-'rs_tenc‘e of the Pales-
sinion geople recloiming their cnd thai prewvents tsroel’s consolidotion even though
it be merely psychological. The tAuaich action cought ths Lebanese oovernment
off guord in this indecision concerning the resistance.

—



Isroel's demond was decisive- slimanoton by the lebcnese themselves of the
Palestimicn presence in the south, or else permaren! military occupation oy Isroe
The Lebonese were caught berween the frying pon and the fire when Washington,
consicered tc be the only one copable of intervening for Lebonon with Isrgsl,
ook Tel Aviv's side in order to win fhe US Jewish vote

When it ordesed its ormy to fight ofter hoving declined or cifer of

oxd from Syric cnd onoiher from Libyo, Lebenon gzrocloimed:

military

@ that it hod enough for ifs own self-defense;. and

@ that in the chsence of Arob collobovotion, it found itself forced o
soke the mecsures it deemed necessary logoinst the Polestinions) in oroer
to safegucrd its tacritory usti! such Sme cs o common Ascb strotegy
exjsted

THE stote of emergency decreed on the 16th in Lebcnon imposes on ths com-
mondos, monu mrlitan, the restnction demended, ond modifies, withcut prior
acceptonce by the interestes paorties, the Coiro Agreements which since 1969 have
reguloted the difficult coexistence beiween Lebonon ond the resistance.

The problem which bcs reolly been raised is thot cf knowing whether the
repetition of o Bicck Ammon of Seplember 1970, is possible in Lebenon. President
Couleimen Frongieh; Prime Minister Sceb Sclom and numerous other politicol
leoders have reiteroted in these days thot they will nct permit on ormed
confrontation with the Pclestinions. Even Pierre Gemoyel, the aoncondliotory haod
of the Falcngist Porty who during the 1968 crisis saw the psromilitory body of
bz party ceafront the ccmmcndos in the streets, hos now soid that if it comes o
decidng the olternative between cn armed conironiohon with the commcados
ond the consequent Freal of civil war, or the occupotion of the south of Lebanon
by Israel, he would choose the lctter os the lesser evil. Although these ottitudes
effectively reflect the stote of mind of o country like Lebonon which lives or the
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‘ronsit ‘rode with the Arab hinterland ond tourism, ond sinee one of these two
vital aspects of s existence — trode — must necessarily toke place through Syrig,
it is extroordinorily vulnerable to ony restrictive meosure on the pzrt of Hhese two
countries which have o different otfitude in the Arcb-ksroel conflict. It is obvious
thot these desires of Lebanese politicol men ore subject 10 imponderobles.

In ony cose, the evolution of the crisis s conditionred by vonicus limitations:
the lebanmese ormy does not haove the power of the Jordonian ormy, which is
considered o be one of the strongest ond best equipged in the Arab world; in
Lebanoa there would not be the same unity cround on eventuzl “finel deciston™
thot exists in Jordon cround the gerocida! prosect of Hussein cn the Bedowin base
of his society: on3 on the other hond, todoy the Polestine resisionce, from the
militory pcint of view, finds ifself in o situotion which does not permit it, withcut
committing suvicide, to fight ogoinst ony army.

Alshough oll diclogue between Lebanese ond Polestinions todoy storts from
the compelling situohon crected by the Lebaonese army, Beirut has demonstrated
over this period, thot it wants to obtoin its ends with o more or less forced

“understonding.” If the mediotion mission of the Generol Seaetary of the Arcb
Leogue wos successful in securing the Polestinion promise to temporarily freeze
ochivities from the south, it is becouse it was occompanied by she promise 3o
lovrch o grond scole ciplomatic offensive. Becouse in effect, Munich, despjte ihe
onti-Arcb clomor thot Isrcel sponscred, served the Polestinions by putting o
temporory domper on illusory projects like that of King Hussein, ond, cbove all,
oga™ produceg the cenviction — os French President Georges Pomoidou hymself
coid — *ho?! without o just solution to the Palestine problem, the world will be
Witness to more ond more Munichs. The presence of Abu Zoim, Commonder in
Chief of *he Polestinicn forces in the south of Lebanon cnd absolutely opposed
on previous o-casicns o ony modificotion in the Cairo Agreements, is peshops the
only guoranfee in the ciscussions tho: took place between the Lebanese army
ond the Paolestinions, of the continuvity of whot they both want to agree to.

1

NONVE1Y



12

N Cisjordan Israel wanied to create its Arcb bartustor with Hussein's aid, but
whatever the destiny of that project may be, it haos been discredited. In Le-
banon a cerfoin evolution of the politiccl argument was noted. The leaders of she
parties, ‘when they refer to the cctivity of the Paleskine resistance in the south of
Lebanon, are beginning to soy that it is the fruit of “undisciplined ond uncoatrolled™

elements.

More important than this is the cppecronce of ¢ curious opinion, that of the
Maronite patriarch Paul Meouchi, wha declared on September 27 tha!: “lIsrcel
hes no intention of occupying the south of Lebanon and its proposal is only o
expel the Polestinions. The Israelis do no! want $o occupy Lebonon ond are
carrying out their attocks ‘o keep the commandos out of the area and force them
‘o evacucte the south.”

The chief of the Fclangist Party, Pierre Gemayel, who is also on outstanding
Moronite lecder, immedictely ssid that he shored “100G¢~ the opinions of the
Potriorch. These aifirmations contrast greotly with thase of Prime Minister Saeb
Saicm, who scid that Isroel not only scught to occupy a pact of Lebanon, but
oiso thot “our wery multiconfessional structure is a pemicious example to them™
that they wish to destroy because the Sicte of bsroel todoy s based on racial and
confessionc! discrimination,

Despite the importance that still exists in Lebonon of belonging to a specific
religious commumity, the country’s political and sociol evolution today never-
theless responds o the modern problems of dass differences ond on ideological
affiliotion —ambivolent in some cases, advonced in others— which transcends
tne sectarion. The Lebanese know this despite the isoloted voices that have arisenc
they fnd themselves in o difficult position, subjected to the permanent mencce
of Israel which, this time, demands the final liguidation of #he resistance; cnd
on the other hand, they coniront the resistance, which even though it moy accept
the compromise of eliminating aoll activity tempocorlly, acceeding fo the desires
of lebanon, must oppose any prejudicial altesation in the Cairo Agreements.






