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discussions concerning questions of organising new branches of
production and of rationalising old ones . All these questions
might be discussed with the greatest profit in the sections of
this society for international technical aid to the Soviet Union .
Let us give an example : a commission of Ford's engineers

comes to the Soviet Union to study the question of erecting an
automobile factory ; we have an extensive discussion concerning

the choice of a certain type of car to be produced here . The
production conferences of our automobile factories can place

a
ll the questions before the comrades working in the automobile

factories in Germany , France and other countries , so that their
tremendous experience may be taken into consideration in the
expenditure o

f

the hundreds o
f

millions for the erection o
f

the
huge motor -car works near Nijni Novgorod , Individual
lactories such as the electro -technical factories and those of the
General Electricity Company ( ( A

.

E
.

G
.
) , might have such

technical connections . The Hamburg railwaymen might be able

to give our workers some useful tips a
s to the most rational

organisation of transport economy .

It would be good to extend the work of the Societies for
Technical Aid to the dispatch o

f

sections o
f specially chosen

highly qualified foreign comrades to us for consultation con-
cerning our investment works . In addition to the dispatch of
plans by the managements o

f

our factories to foreign technical
firms for judgment and advice , the workers organisations must
send these plans to the Workers League for Technical Aid for
their consideration also . By means of their collective experience
the society in question would be of inestimable assistance to us .

In regard to exploitation o
f our patents covering inventions

there is much left to be desired on the foreign markets . It would
be very useful for our inventors in the ranks of the workers

to call upon the International Workers League for Technical
Aid for assistance in arranging contracts to cover the exploi-
tation o

f

their inventions . In the same manner this society
could be asked regularly , as are our production conferences ,

for advice in regard to orders passed by our factories to firms
abroad . The numerous Labour delegations which visit the
Soviet Union must be got to give practical help and to parti-
cipate in our development . This will constitute a kind of inter-
national proletarian supervision o

f

our technical progress .

The international , revolutionary contest , which is beginning
must be exploited to the fullest extent to attract as many foreign
workers as possible to direct participation in our constructive
work .

The organisation and the development o
f

the activity o
f

the
societies for international technical aid can surely be promoted
by the very numerous societies o

f the Friends of Soviet Russia .

In the same manner it is certain that the International Workers
League for Technical Aid will be of assistance in the choosing

o
f the best qualified proletarians and specialists for despatch

to the Soviet Union on short visits or , in individual cases , for
regular employment .

The International Workers League for Technical Aid to

the Soviet Union will be one of the most prominent embodi-
ments o

f

the pregnant slogan o
f

October : the Soviet Union is

the fatherland of the toilers of the whole world !

We appeal to all comrades to let u
s

have their opinions

o
f our proposal . Suggestions concerning alterations in the plan

and in regard to methods for its practical execution should
be addressed to the works ' council o

f

the electricity work

(Elektrosavod Moscow Generalnaja 1-3 ) .

AGAINST COLONIAL OPPRESSION

Against the Imperialist Terror in
Palestine !

Appeal o
f
the League Against Imperialism and for
National Independence .

Hamid e
l Husseini , member of the General Council of the

League Against Imperialism and Kemal el Daschani , one o
f

his
followers , who have been kept in the prison o

f

Jaffa since
August 27th without being examined , have been on hunger
strike since the first week of October .

Imperialist terror is raging in Palestine . Hundreds o
f

re-
volutionaries are arrested . The Special Court in Haifa has con-

demned 45 peasants o
f Tirah to a total o
f

185 years ' hard lapour .

The peasants are accused o
f having undertaken a march on

Haifa , without however a collision having ensued . The courts
have already imposed sentences amounting in all to over 1000
years ' imprisonment , although the great trials in Jerusalem ,

Hebron , Saffed etc. are still pending . The prisons are over-
crowded and many o

f

the arrested persons are transferred to

internment camps where they are subjected to the most brutal
treatment .

How could Hamid e
l Husseini be spared from this terror

instigated by the MacDonald government ! Hamid e
l Husseini ,

the leader o
f

the Left wing of the Arab National Congress , had
the temerity to attend an Executive Meeting o

f

the League
Against Imperialism a

t Cologne . On his return all the docu-
ments and even books he had brought with him were con-
fiscated while he himself was placed under strict police super-
vision .

It was Hamid el Husseini who proclaimed in his speeches
and articles that the struggle against British imperialism can
be conducted only if the toiling population , the workers and
peasants , no matter whether Mohammedan , Jew or Christian ,

unite for the purpose o
f
a ruthless struggle against imperialism

and its confederates , the Zionists and the Arab big landowners .

On the 12th of August , 1929 , the Arab Youth of Palestine
met a

t

a Congress . Hamid el Husseini's statements were en-
thusiastically welcomed and the active anti -imperialist struggle
was programmatically proclaimed . Since that time Hamid e

l

Husseini and his friends were placed under even more strict
surveillance . Criminal police kept watch night and day in front
of his house so that it was converted into a prison .
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When on the 23rd o
f August the revolt broke out in Je-

rusalem , the two supports o
f imperialism , the Zionists and the

feudal Arab elements , tried to make out that it was a "wailing
wall affair " .

On the 24th of August , Hamid e
l

Husseini came openly
forward in Jaffa . He proclaimed that the time has now come
when the working Jews and Mohammedans should unite . The
struggle must be conducted against imperialism and the man-
datory system . With the cancelling o

f

the mandate the Balfour
Declaration would also become null and void .

This furnished sufficient cause to arrest Hamid e
l Husseini .

Not the revisionist -Zionist inciters and the reactionary feudalist
elements who had attempted to make use of the justified in-
dignation o

f

the Arab masses for their special interests were
arrested , but precisely he who had enlightened the Arab popula-
tion as to the true character of the events . Hamid e

l Husseini
was thrown into prison on the accusation o
f having incited

the population to make a revolution against the government .

Hamid el Husseini has now been in prison for two months .

The government has already for the fourth time prolonged the
order o
f

arrest against him . He is not treated like a political
prisoner but like common criminal . The protest o

f

the Arab
organisations from all parts o

f

the country against this unheard-
of brutality have remained without effect .

In such circumstances Hamid and Kemal el Daschani de-
clared a hunger strike and made the following declaration :

"We have decided to enter on a hunger strike as the
whole time we have been here we have not been examined ,

and in order to protest against the cruel treatment . This
strike will last as long as the government intends to keep
us in prison in this manner .

The government , apparently , is equally indifferent
whether we live or die . But we are firmly determined to

continue the strike until we are released . If we die , then
you must know that the mandatory power with its cruel
system has killed us and not hunger . "

In the meantime , other political prisoners , who have for
the greater part been arrested in connection with recent events ,

have put forward a number of demands such a
s the abolition

of the humiliating prison regime , special privileges for po-
litical prisoners , abolition o

f

hand cuffing , release o
f

the ad-
ministrative prisoners , amnesty for political prisoners etc. As
these demands have not been fulfilled , 46 comrades have entered

on a hunger strike .

In Palestine . India and Ireland the prisons are filled to
overflowing with revolutionaries who fought for the indepen-
dence of their countries and the emancipation of the toiling
masses . In Lahore and in Meerut , in India . the prisoners have
entered on a hunger strike in order to enforce from the Mac
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Donald government special treatment of the political prisoners .
The young national revolutionary Jatindranath Das has already
paid with his life for espousing the cause of his suppressed
brothers . The "Labour Government " of MacDonald has always
been prepared to le

t

revolutionaries perish in the prisons . The
toiling masses of India , Palestine , Ireland and Great Britain and

o
f

the whole world have no interest in supporting the imperialist
plans o

f
a "Labour Government " . They must take up the struggle

against the imperialist policy o
f

the MacDonald government ,

which is supported by the English Labour Party and the
English Independent Labour Party ;

for the immediate release of Hamid e
l

Husseini and of all
the revolutionaries who are pining in the prisons o
f British
imperialism !

THE BALKANS

The Agrarian Policy of the Military
Dictatorship in Yugoslavia .

By P
.

D. (Belgrade ) .

The military dictatorship in Yugoslavia is an intimate al-
liance o

f

the Great -Serbian hegemonists (headed by the militarist
Court clique ) with the great industrialists , the financiers , and
the feudal lords and landowners not only of Serbian nationality
but of Yugoslavia in general . This alliance of our groups was
clearly reflected in the composition o

f

the Government , which
comprises the most prominent representatives o

f

each o
f

these
groups . Unabashedly , unscrupulously , and without the least ap-
pearance o

f

social demagogy , they have from the very first day
set about putting through the demands o

f

their respective groups .

Frangeš , the well -known advocate o
f large landed property

and professor a
t the agricultural faculty a
t Zagreb , has entered

the Government a
s
a representative o
f

the big landowners and
feudal lords . The agrarian ideology which he has been repre-
senting for the last ten years in the association o

f big land-
owners , has now become the fundamental principle o

f

the
agrarian policy of the dictatorial Government ; it stands for de-
struction o

f

the small peasant holdings , State support , and pro-
motion of the big farms , which "render possible an increased
agricultural output " , and liquidation o

f

the agrarian reform
which "hampers the progress o

f agriculture by dividing up the
large holdings , the only ones that are of importance in the task
of modernising and intensifying agricultural technics " . The
press of the dictatorial regime has prepared the realisation o

f

this programme o
f

the big landowners by means of a special
campaign , and the Government is now proceeding to put the
programme into execution .

The dictatorial Government has abolished the Ministery of
Agricultural Reform . For some months , the Minister o

f Agri-
culture received deputations from the landowners and Bosnian
feudal lords , with whom he discussed the definite abandonment

o
f

the agricultural reform policy . Thereupon a decree was issued
to the effect that the payment of compensation to the Bosnian
landlords for the expropriated serf -land was to be resumed ,

47 million dinars being provided in the first dictatorial budget
for this purpose .

On the September 26th , there followed the law regarding a

compensation for the expropriated "begluk " land in Bosnia .

This is the land which the feudal lords arbitrarily separated
from the serf -land and , contrary to the enactments of the law ,

declared to be their private property , so that they should be
able to sell or lease it at will . This was a manoeuvre on the
part of the "begs " and "agas " ; it was carried out with the aid

o
f

the authorities , so that the feudal property might be turned
into capitalist property . The laws regarding agricultural reform
subsequently also extended to part o

f this "begluk " land , some
180.000 or 200.000 hectares in all , whereas about the same
amount of land remained in the hands of the feudal begs .

For the expropriated part of this land , the dictators have
now awarded the begs a legal compensation to the extent of
150 million dinars . This compensation will be paid out in the
form o

f government bonds , which can b
e hypothecated with a
ll

State monetary institutions and are accepted by the State a
s

security (Paras . 3 & 13 of the Compensation Law ) . All private
sales and transactions are annulled , the begs thus being enabled

to receive full value in compensation for the forfeited land

1

(Para . 19 ) . At the same time , the payment of the "hak" , x

annual lease , was decreed pending the final payment of th
e

compensation (Para . 17 ) .

The dictatorial Government , moreover , has also worked oa

the project o
f
a "law regarding the final settlement of agrar

conditions " , by which it is intended to perpetuate the presen
state o

f

affairs . The Government is waiting for a suitable m

ment to publish this law .

The position in regard to agricultural conditions is as th
e

lows : The feudal and other large landed property ( th
e

late
reckoned from 100 hectares upwards ) figured before the agrari
reform a

t about 6 million hectares . Of this , some 800,000 he
c

tares of land in Bosnia were expropriated (600,000 hectares te

presenting serf -land and the rest begluk -land ) . This expropr
tion was , as a matter o

f

fact , effected by the serf -peasants te

selves before the agrian reform had come into force . In

northern districts a total o
f 317,500 hectares of landed proper

was expropriated and distributed among 205,462 families , r

average o
f

1.5 hectares per family . In Macedonia , 47,435 he

tares were expropriated down to 1928 and 13,000 hectares as

year , making together roughly 60.000 hectares .

The rest of the land , some 4,400,000 hectares , remained
the hands o

f

the big landowners and feudal lords in the fo
r

o
f

the "maxima " and the "super -maxima " left to the landlord-
allegedly for the purpose o

f preserving the big agricultural ente
prises . In Macedonia and Kosovo roughly 600,000 hectares
feudal property remained to the feudal lords ; here the agri
reform was not carried out a

t all , part of the country meray
being allotted to Serbs for colonisation . In Bosnia , some 180.0
hectares o

f begluk -land remained to the landlords .

This entire land to the extent of 4,400,000 hectares , including
a tremendous amount o
f very valuable forest -land , is to be le

in the hands of the landlords for good . An aggregate area
300,000 hectares (including the 70,000 hectares already dist
buted ) is destined for the colonisation of Serbs in Macedoni
and Kosovo , it being intended that the Albanian Kosovo
particular , should be Serbicised .

The liquidation of agricultural reform and the special " l

for the promotion o
f agriculture " serve the same purpose :

the dictatorial Government , that o
f

State support for promoting
the development and consolidation o

f wealthy farms . Para . 1

of the said law calls for the "creation of model farms " in th
e

following way : "Such landowners a
s manage their own farms

and may be looked upon as model farmers , will be accord
books , periodicals , breeding -cattle , seeds , fertilisers , machinery.

means for the extermination of vermin , and the like , on co

ditions somewhat more favourable than those accorded for th
e

same objects to other landowners by the co -operatives a
n
d

authorities . "

O
f

The newly -founded Agrarian Bank serves the purpose
distributing cheap credits to the wealthy farmers and of pay
compensations to the landowners . The bank supplies credit fo

r

such peasants a
s have received land through the agrarian re

form , so that they may be able to raise the compensation due
the land in question , but these credits are only extended to such
peasant farmers as are known to be reliable adherents o

f th
e

regime . Otherwise , as the Belgrade "Trgovinski Glasnik "
October 17th points out , the bank will grant no credit to p

a
sants whose property rights are not established in the registers.

i . e . all peasants who have received land under the agrar .

reform .

The entire agrarian and peasant policy o
f

the dictatorsh

meets with such a degree of distrust and discontent on the par

o
f

the peasantry , that it is easy to recognise that the peasants
are ready to wage an energetic fight against the present system

It has become perfectly apparent to them that the agrarian b
a
r

was not founded for the purpose o
f granting relief to por

peasants oppressed by debt but for that o
f supporting the ric
h

peasants and before all o
f attracting foreign capital and investing

it in Yugoslavian agriculture . In this direction the dictatorsh
has failed completely , for foreign capitalists do not dream
investing their money in this direction while far better profi
are to be reaped from investments in forest , mining , and in

d
.

strial enterprises .

The only result o
f

the agrarian bank is that the peasantry
was never before so unanimously hostile to any regime a

s
it

to the present dictatorial regime in Yugoslavia .
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