
-ommun1sm 

By SEAN MURRAY . 
, 

Price 5 Cents 





~ . . 

THE IRISH CASE FOR 
CO UNISM 

By 

SEAN MURRAY 

Published by 
WORKERS LIBRARY PUBLISHERS 

P. 0. Box 148, Station D (50 East 13th Street), New York City 

March, 1934 

~209 

• 

' . 



CONTENTS 

PAGE 

CHAPTER I. 

TfIE NEW S•ITUATION . . . • • • • • • • • • . 3 

CHAPTER 11·. 

IRELAND AND THE CRISIS • . . • • • • • . . . 6 

CHAPTER III. 

CL.ASSES AND POLlTIC.~L p .t\RTIES . • • • • • • . 14 

THE IRISH CoMMUNIST PARTY . • • • • • • • . 18 

Tlz-is pa·mplzlet is reprint.ed froni tlie original edition 
p·1tblished b31 SPHINX PuBLICATIONS, Dubli1i, and 

con.fains the draft program, of the C 01ntnunist 

Party of Ireland, drawn up by tlie 1Va-
tional Exec.utive Com.mittee of tlz.e 

Revolutionary Workers' Group,f) 
for s1tb1n._ission to the I ·risJz, 

T¥ orkers' Congress, 

Marcil., 1933 . 
• 



t 

T H E I R I S H C ·A S ·E F 0 R C 0 M M U N I S M . 

By Sean Murray 

Chapter I. 

THE NEW SITUATION 

I N the year 1896 Jam es Connolly, the pioneer of revolu­
tionary Marxian Socialism in Ireland, returned ~o Ireland 

and founded the Irish Socialist Republican Party, which set 
itself the' aim 6£ ''The establishinent of an Irish Socialist 

• 

Republic .based upon the J?Ublic ownership by the peopl~ of 
Ireland 0£ the land and instruinents of production, distribu-
tion and exchange.'' . 

In pursuance of his policy of organizing the Irish working 
class· ''to me.et their masters and destroy their mastership," 
Conllolly and his associates encountered from fir~t to last 
the violent opposition of the ascendancy imperialists, and all 
the forces 0£1 gombeenis01 and cl_erica~is.01. A combination 
of all these brought his life of service to the Irish workers 
to an end in· 1916 British bullets blessed \vith the editorials 
of the Martin Murphy capitalist and clerical newspapers. 

Today the revolutionary workers of Ireland are con­
fronted with the completion of the task begun by their l~ader 
at the ~nd of the last century. Tl1e national oppression of 
the Irish pepple has taken a new f ortn. ''The United King­
dom of Great Britain and Ireland'' is no ll10re; it has given 
place to. the disunited Irish nation of the Irish Free State 
and the ·six ·Counties. Leinster House and Stormont have . 
ta~en the place of Whitehall. Donal Buckley, grocer, May-
nooth, and the D'uke o,f• A·b~r~orn, aristocrat, have taken the 

' . 
place of the Buckshot Fosters, the Balfours and the Birrells 
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as representatives of the imperial British yoke on the Irish 
nation. In this is ell1bodied an important phase of Irish 
history, the new form of Irish national oppression. What_ 
has happened ? · 

This: British imperialism, confronte·d with the organized 
power of the Irish working tnasses led by revolutionary 
Socialists and 11ationalists like ,Connolly, Pearse and Mel­
lows, could no longer maintain its traditional form of Castle 
government. So it left Ireland, but in safe hands. It tnade 
a bargain the 1921 Treaty with a section of the Irish 
people,_ the Irish capitalist class. This bargain meant that the· 
booty wrung from the Irish people f·or generations was 
hence£ orth to be divided among the English imperialists and 
their l'rish allies the capitalists with a .bigger share to the 
latter than they had hitherto been getting. The British . im­
perialists got away with the farmers' annuities the Irish 
111anufacturers get tariffs. The Castle servants got their 
pensions, and the taxation of big incomes reduced. But the 
workers were deprived of social insurance and driven in 
tl1ot1sands on to Poor Law. These are a few of the effects 
of the _19~1 agreen1ent on the different classes. In other 
words, the Irish capitalists on the basis of the revolutionary 
sacrifices of the Irish working ll1asses have come to power 
in Ireland. They have reached this position by the betrayal 
of the Irish 11ational cause, which betrayal 11as co1npelled 
them to share the power and plunder of the Irish toilers witl1 
the British ruling class. 

And so today the task of winning Irish independence f roin 
British imperialisin is directly linked with the stru-ggle to 
abolish the rule of· the present ruling class in Ireland the 
Irish capitalists. Buckley has dislodged MacNeill from the 
Viceregal Lodge; the smaller Irish capitalists have tetn­
porarily at least displaced the larger Anglo-Irish imperialist 
~apitalists in the political leader$hip of the State. But the 
task of winning national f reedotn and unity remains. What 
class is to lead the struggle? Only the class which can fight 
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the capitalists the Irish working class in alliance with the 
working f arillers and all toilers. 
. The generations old struggle for Irish freedom therefore 
enters a new phase, assu01es the form of sharp class war 
between the t11ain force of the capitalists who want inclusion 
in the Empire, or in the case of the sillaller rnanuf acturers 
represented by the Fianna Fail Party, more advantageous 
ter111s. of association with itnperialism; and the niasses of 
the Irish workers and f ariners whose future lies in an 
independent Ireland outside the Enipire. 

Because Ireland's struggle has entered this, its final phase, 
with the issue of the working class versus the capitalists and 
the imperialists high on the agenda, the cry of Gotnll1Unistn 
is to be heard in street and valley. The capitalist Press, daily 
and .weekly, lay and clerical, belches forth a steady torrent 
of propaganda against Communism, coupled with its .cam.­
paign of pro-British sabotage on behalf of the ranchers and 
big capitalists, encouraging the organization of an army of 
White mercenaries to intimidate the workers and working 
farmers. ''For England and against Comll1unism'' is the 
scarcely-disguised slogan of the capitalist crusaders. I~ is 
now necessary as never before f1or Irish workers and all 
national revolutionaries to get clearly in mind what this 
Communism is, from which their enemies are so anxious to 
save them. What does an Irish Communist Party stand for? 
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IRELAND AND THE CRISIS 
- f . . . .. 

THE queStion of th~ -Communist Party, the questions of 
Cominunism, capitalism, imperialism, are burning. issues 

confronti:µg all classes. These issues have _to be faced by 
all classes and parties. ~hey stare the. workers in the face, 
whether in the daily battle for bread or on the wider issue 
of national independence. How does this ari~e I1;0W so. 
sharply? There has been a struggle for national .freedom for 
generations in Ireland ; there has been une111ploym.ent always 
under capitalism; there have been fights for higher wages 
and against reduct~ons of wages. Yet the issue of• Com­
munism was n19t before the classe.s in Ireland as today. 

First, on the daily struggle for a livelihood, f <?r work, 
uneniployment .in~µrance, relief, wages. How does thi$ el~­
lllental struggle f~or a living call in question th~ capitalist 
system and _raise the issue of a Workers' and Farmers' 
Republic nOw and not in earlier times? 

The answer is to be found in the present state of capitalist 
s<;>ciety the world over. The capitalist~ Who control industry, 
governtnent, finance and commerce are unable to giv~ w9rk 
to millions of workers. They cannot sell what the workers 
have already produced. Their granaries are filled with grain, 
their warehouses are choked with food and clothing. These 
were produced in order to be sold by the capitalists at a 
profit. There is nobody to buy them, hence the workers 
who produced the goods are starving. This is what is called 
the economic crisis in which all capitalist countrie~, including 
Ireland, are involved in varying degrees. 

This economic crisis differs from all preceding crises­
£ or there have always been periodic crises under capitalism­
in this respect. Such crises as those of 1825, 1847-8, 1869, 
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etc.; too·k ;place. in ·.cond.itions of expanding capitalism. Eng­
land \:V.as then :practically the only highly developed capitalist 
nation · in . ·the .world. · Whole regions of• the earth were not · 
tou·ched by the capitalist lllarket-the so-called backward1 
countries in Africa, Asia and South America. This meant 
that when the existing market became too liinited and ever­
production ensued, it was possible for the capitalists to p"sh, 1 

into new fields and so solve the crisis for another period. , 
. This state of affairs is now ended. All the principal · 

European nations France, Italy, Germany plus the United ~ 
States have overtaken, and in several cases passed, England 
as industrial capitalist countries. T·he era of world itn­
perialism, in which the entire world is divided among the 
leading capitalist nations, has taken the place of-=the · old 
period of capitalism . . , This means that ·the capitalists . of: .a 
particular country in the scramble to solve their . difficulties 
by · finding new markets are inevitably led i~to conflict .with 
one .another. This was seen in the world-wa·r of 1914-18 
and is seen today in the fresh preparations for: £urther con­
flicts now proceeding between the leading itnperialist powers. 
This is what is tneant by. the Colllinunists when they speak 
of the capitalist system being in d~line. ., 

-But by far the 111ost important . factor in this situation has 
yet to be mentioned. A vast area of~ the earth a sixth­
comprising the nations of the former Russian Empire has 
broken. away from the capitalist-imperialist world and 
formed a Union of Workers~ Republics. This . nieans tha.t 
the capitalist system is challenged by the rise of a new system 
on top of the difficulties within itself. 

These are tke reasons why the Comlllunists speak not only 
of the period of capitalist decline, of world economic crisis, 
but of ''the crisis of the capitalist system, itself." 

The present economic crisis in which Ireland is deeply 
involved takes place therefore not as the crises of old, in 
conditions of growing capitalism, but on the basis of a 
general crisis of the entire capitalist system. 
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This is why the struggle for wages, work, and tnainten­
~nce raises the issue 0£1 Communism, which is the capitalist 
way , of saying that the workers are threatening the de-

• struction of capitalist rule. 
' 'The relation between the economic struggle of the workers 

· for bread_ and the battle of the capitalists to preserve their 
; , system at the workers' expense was illustrated in the recent 
' stl-uggle of the Belfast relief workers. Here an economic 
~ s:_.ruggle of 2,000 workers for increased scales of relief w.ith 
~ the Poor Law Guardians and Municipal Council brought on 

a general class conflict between the working class and the 
entire capitalist State. 

The capitalists have two chief ways of overcoming the 
econom.ic crisis by economies at the workers' expense and 
by the struggle with other capitalist States for a bigger share 
in the plunder of· the world's peoples. The first manifests 
itself in the capitalists' economy drive against the workers' 
wages and social insurance. The second in the it1creasing 
t_rade rivalries, tariff wars and the drive to new armed 
.conflicts. 

In Southern Ireland the policy of economy at the expense 
of the workers was responsible for getting the Free State. 
set on its feet after 192·2. Led by the Cosgrave Governtnent, 
the Southern capitalists s111ashed down the standard of all 
social services-unemployment insurance, old age pensions­
reduced the salaries and wages in all public services, ra­
tionalized i?dustry on the railways and in the factories by 
getting tnore work done with less workers ; reduced wages 
in every industry and occupation. This was the capitalists' 
road to the establishment of their Free State of Ireland. 
This is the capitalist way of staving off the collapse of their 
systetn the placing of the burdens of' the economic crisis 
on the workers' backs. 

From the foreg·oing it will be clear why the capitalists, 
through their Press and other institutions, howl so frantically 
abo·ut the ''·Cotrlmunist menace'' when confronted with the 
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slightest stir an1ong the unemployed, a strike, or any other 
inanifestation of discontent alllong the workers. The fight 
of the workers to. live is in conflict with the fight of the 
capitalist system to live. The hollowness of the capitalist 
propaganda that the Communists are ''merely using'' the 
workers' struggle for existence to further ''an attack on the 
social (capitalist) order'' is here exposed. Every penny won 
in a wage struggle, every extra loaf won by the une01ployed 
workers is a blow delivered at a system whose continued 
existence depends on its ability to drive down the existing 
standards of· living of the working masses. The fight for 
bread therefore leads the workers to the policy of the Com­
munists the fight against capitalism and for an Irish 
Workers' and Farmers' Republic. 

And now the national independence struggle. How does 
. it conJe that this ancient struggle of the Irish people for 

their right to rule their · oWn country brings against it the 
wrath of the Press and pulpit as the tnost dangerous ''Com­
niunist Il1enace,'' a threat to civilization, religion and the 
family? This aspect has been dealt with in tl1e first chapter, 
but it is necessary to give more illustrations here in the 
light of our survey of the situation of vvorld capitalist­
imperialism as a whole. 

The forcing of economic concessions by the workers and 
poor fa.rll1ers froll1 the capitalists is, as we have seen, a ~lovv 
against the capitalist system. The capitalists are not in a 
position to grant concessio·ns without danger to the ''social 
order." They are also at times unable to resist the granting 
of concessions without danger to the ''social order." S1n1ilar­
ly in the case of the national struggle for f reedoll1. This 
struggle menaces the whole imperialist system. British im­
perialistn can ill afford concessions to I'reland or any of its 
subject States at1d Colonies. The Irish national fight is 
there£ ore a tnenace to the social order (read capitalism) in 
England itself. By weakening the British ruling class it 
assists the Britisl1 working class in its fight against the capi-
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talists, stimulates the forces of social revolutjon in England 
itself, and paves the way for the British workers' advance 
to power and the establishinent of_ a W orke~s' R~public 
over the grave of British impe.ri~lis~ on its own heart.hstone. 
But to endanger the capitalist fabric in England leads in its 
tµrn to similar effects in Ireland leads n·ot to an independ­
ent capitalist Ireland but to an . i,ndependent workers' Ireland. 
This is one reason why inany who supported or sytnpathized 
with the national fight . in the past are now howling against it 
as a ''red tnenace." These _Irish ladies and gentlemen deserve 
a certain amount o~ ~redit. They see or f·eel, or both, what 
1nany good Irish_ revolutionary 6ghters have yet to learn~ 
that the national fight is directly linked with the issue of 
social revolution in both islands. 

But the main reason for the national fight assuming a 
deep red color to tl1e capitalists and their propaganda hacks . 
and hireli_ngs lies ~n the position· of the classes in Ireland, 
economically ~nd politically. , 

The economic interests of the great bulk of Irish capi­
talism are bound up with the 01aintenance of the Empire. 
From Sou,fhern Ireland alone over £200,000,000 of Irish 
capital is invested abroad, the greater part in Great Britain 
and the colonies. Normally these investments brought into 
Dublin in interest annually over £10,000,000 ! 

This is what is called ''invisible exports," or 01oney 
received for which nothing was exported. In this we see a 
section of the wealthy in Ireland very directly interested in 
the maintenance of the Etnpire. Tl1e international ''Red 
Menace'' is soll1ething of lllore than inoral or academic 
interest to this section of the ''Irish people." This interest 
of the Irish investing capitalists in foreign lands will enable 
the Irish workers and farmers better to appreciate the full 
significance of the ''symbol'' of the Oath and the link of the 
Crown in the two Governor-Generals. 

English capitalislll is equally interested in the direct eco­
nomic sense in maintaining Ireland in the Empire. According 

10 



• 

f 

to· statements made recently by the Free State Finance 
Minister, upwards of £so,ooo,ooo of English. capital is in~ 
vested in the Twenty-six Counties. In insurance, railways, 
shipping, there are huge British capitalist interests. All this, 
not to speak. of the British financial interests in the North 
and the direct extraction of tribute in the fortn of land 
annuities and other payments from the Free State. 

These, however, are not the main ties which bind Ireland, 
while she is ruled politically and economically by the capi­
talists, to the Empire. The entire banking systein is tied to 
that of Britain. The Irish financial barons· have : deemed it 
wiser not to toy with a separate currency, b.ut . to remain 
linked to the Bank of England. Despite the collapse of ·the 
pound, the financial crisis in Britain and all the talk of 
Fia11na Fail about breaking with the British currency, no 
move ~s Illade in this ~irection. Financial c~pital in Ireland 
stands with British imperialisrn and shares~ its difficulties as 
well as its loot. -, 

The brewing and· distilling interests, the biscuit .manu-
factu'rers, the big cotnlllercial houses im.porting ·British 
goods, and, last but not least, the cattle export interests all 
these sections of' Irish capitalis01 are financially interested 
in the maintenance of the capitalist system in Ireland based 
on the present connection .with Great Britain. These interests 
cannot do without the Irish workers and working f ariners 
to exploit nor without the co-operation of the British . bour­
geoisie in the work of exploiting thein. A burglar needs, not 
only a place and tnaterial· to rob, but an acco01plice who will 
dispose of the loot. 

Because of this economic and political interlocking, the 
native capitalists acquiesce in the ll1ilitary and naval domina­
tion of the Irish nation a domination expr~ssed in the 
harbors at Cobh, Lough Swilly, etc. which maintains 
Ireland as a war base for ·Britain. 

The national struggle is thus in the stage when the great 
bulk of the capitalists have passed from opposition to itn-
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perialism, from sympathetic toleration of the national stritg­
gle, or benevolent .neutrality, to the stage of active and violent 
opposition to every attempt at national advance. 

It may be argued that the bi_g capitalists were always 
against the national inovenlent. In the case of the big im­
perialist interests (the ''ascendancy'') this is true. But before 
1921 all the ''national'' bourgeois groups were in one forin 
or another in opposition to the imperialists. Martin Murphy 
and his newspapers were championing Dominion status. 
True, Easter Week found this section against the insurrec­
tionists. But Murphy and all he spoke on behalf of gave 
( al1beit vacillating) support to Griffith and the Right Sinn 
Fein Wing of the movement against the old Nationalist 
Party. The Treaty finally brought the imperialist ascen­
dancy group (financiers, brewers, etc.), the interests rep­
resented by the Independent, and the smaller tnanuf acturers 
represented by 'Griffith and Sinn Fein, into coalition with the 
imperialists against the national movement now relying for 
sole support on the masses of farmers, lower middle class 
and industrial workers. 

Since then there has been a regrouping ainong the classes. 
The s1nall~r manufacturers have ''bro·ken'' with the big 
capitalists. They have been disappointed by the Treaty which 
they fo·und to serve only the interests of finance and big 
exporting capital. They have passed into constitutional op- · 
position under the leadership of de Valera, whose party, with 
its high protective tariffs, better serves their interests. The 
position of all sections of the capitalists now stands: Big 
capitalists active opposition to the national struggle. 
Stnaller ''national'' capitalists constitutional opposition to 
imperialism. Big capitalistn (·Cosgrave) leads the fight . 
against the national tnovement. Small capitalistn (de Valera) 
refuses to lead a resolute fight against imperialism. The 
working class and working farmers stand in opposition to 
all sections of Irish capitalism in the fight for complete in­
dependence and in defense of their own class interests. 

12 
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The further progress of the 1fight for national liberation is 
there£ ore bound up with the question : ''Which class is goi11g 
to lead the struggle?'' And this in turn raises the issue ·: 
''Which class will rule in an independent Ireland?'' The 
coalition of the big capitalists' interests (financial, 1nanufac­
turing, and industrial), led by Cosgrave with imperialis111; 
the hesitations and capitulations and compromises of the 
small capitalist and middle class generally, led by de ·Valera, 
give the answer. Only the working class in alliance with tl1e 
tnasses of the f arn1ers can lead the national struggle to the 
end. Th.e struggle for national f•reedoll1 leads inevitabl)' to 
an Irish Workers' and Farmers' Republic. 

This is why the Irish capitalist class and all their servants 
On platform, press and pulpit see in the national fight, quite 
correctly, the dreaded (for them) spectre of Commt1nism. 
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Chapter 111. 

CLASSES AND POLITICAL PARTIES 
I ' ' //Q NL Y tl1e Irish working class remain as the incor­

rupti'ble inheritors of the fight for. _freedom in Ire­
land," \vr.ote J atnes Conn.olly . . 

Classes are powerless without organization and leadership; 
capitalists . and landlords . equally .with the workers and 
peasant f arniers. . The various kinds of class organizations 
can be roughly divided into two-economic organizations 
and political organizations. Both these forms of, organiza­
tion are equally necessary to the classes. 

Take the capitalists. How are they organized? First of 
all they have their e01ployers' associations and c4atnbers of 
comll1erce, their trade unions so to speak. The employers 
in the building industry are grouped together in the M'aster 
Builders' Federation. There are federations of shipbuilding 
en1ployers and factory owners, and lilerchants are organized 
in each city and town in chambers of comm.erce. They are 
all united in national etnployers' federations, etc. These or­
ganizations serve to bring together the capitalist class as a 
whole in opposition to the working class. Through such or­
ga11izations the individual interest of particular capitalists 
and groups and the sectional interests of se·parate branches 
of indttstry and localities are co-ordinated and subordinated 
to tl1e general require01ents of the class as a whole. 

These are the economic organizations of the employers. 
Their chief function is to conduct the struggle for higher 
profits by re·ducing wages, speeding up, lengthening hours 
and resisting deinands for wage increases and better con­
ditions of labor by the workers. 

The workers have also their economic organizations­
trade unions, unemployed organizations, tenants' leagues. 
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The workers are organized in nu111erous (far too nunierous) . 
trade union societies : !~borers, craftsmen, clerks, etc. These 
are drawn together in such bodies as trades and workers' 
councils and nationally in the Trades Union Congress. The 
function of these economic organizations of the workers ·is 
to defend the daily interests, wages, hours, conditions of 
labor, and, in the case of the . uneinployed, relief and social 
insurance against the employers. That . the present labor 

· refornJist leadersh_ip of the inaj.or part of· the trade union 
movenJent does not carry out these. functions does not dis­
prove that these are the functions for which such organiza­
tions were f ortned by the workers . 

.i\tnong the f a·rmers there are sinlilar organizations. The 
capitalist farmers (big ratepayers and ranchers) have their 
Irish and lJlster Far~ers' Up.ion and a ll1Ultiplicity of 
leagues, while the working f arniers are attetnpting to de­
velop organization in alliance with the town workers in 
Working Farmers' COmmittees. · 

These separate organizations of workers and elllployers 
are the inost elementary forms of class organization, the .!\.. 
B. C. sO to speak. They include and are open to all who 
have specific economic interests in comtnon rent, interest 
and profit in the ·case of the capitalists; and wages, condi­
tions oft labor, social insurance, and the fight against rents 
in the case of the workers and working fariners. They in­
clude ·the 111ost backward and the lllost advanced ITiembers 
of the given class, irrespective of political or religious 

• • op1n1ons. 
The highest forin of'. class organization, the X.Y.Z., is the 

political party. Politics are concentrated economics. Nor­
mally in every capi~alist country each of the chief classes 
have their own political parties. In Ireland the big capital­
ists are led by the Cu111an·n na nGaedheal in the Free State, 
and by· the Unionist Party in the north. The smaller ll1anu.:. 
facturers and mid·dle class generally are represented · by 
Fianna Fail and the N atiorial ·!League ( Devlill). The fann-

1 s 
.. 



.. 

I 

ing population, because it is divided into different classes, 
capitalist f arlllers and working farmers, and because of the 
isolated and scattered character of agricultural economy in 
contrast to the highly centraliz~d f'orces of the capitalists 
and the workers, cannot f or01 a permanent, staible, inde­
pendent political party. The big farmers have repeatedly at­
tempted to fornl a political party to advance their distinct 
interests, but it wo·uld only function as an artn of the Cu­
inann na nGaedheal, to be afterwards atnalgamated wjth it. 
An important conclusion is to be drawn f ro01 this, viz., 
tl1at it is the big centralized capitalists (bankers, in.dustrial- · 
ists, rail and shipping interests, etc.) who lead, politically, 
the capitalist farmers of tl1e country. 

S1rnilarly in the case of the working far111ers. They can-
11ot act, politically, independently. They must act politically 
in alliance with one or the other chief classes. .At present 
their aligntnent is, in the lllain, with the ll1iddle class party 
of d~ Valera. But the appearance of' Working Farniers' 
Comtnittees and the str~ggle over mortgages, annuities and 
taxes indicate that the working f arll1ers are finding that .their 
true class interests lie in alliance with the urban workers. · 

The Labor Party is a party of the working class in name, 
but it rel?resents the interests and viewpoint of the higher 
pertnanent officials of the trade unions, and a very stnall 
layer of camparatively privileged workers, civil servants, 
and traders. It supports any and every section of tl1e cap­
italists in turn. 1·n the political field it served the interests 
of the Anglo-Irish imperialists (Cosgrave) against ~the Re­
publican tnovement. It now supports the Fianna Fail Party 
against the Cosgrave imperialists. The N orthem section 
pursues the satne policy. One section represented by Mid­
gley talks imperialist-labor, another section represented by 
McMullen plays a ''National'' role. In the economic field 
it is the same. The railway capitalists are supported against 
the road capitalists, or the ll1anuf·acturers against the .finan-
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ciers. The only class not supported by the Labor Party is 
the working class. 

The Labor Party's declared .Policy .differs in no way fun­
dalllentally from that of the orthdox capitalist parties. Re­
cently the Labor Party leadel-s complained that the Fianna 
Fail Party had ''stolen their progratn." 

This review of Irish politics brings out that the only class 
without a political party in Ireland is the working class, ''the 
incorruptible inheritors," in Connolly's words, ''of the fight 
for freedom in Ireland." In th~ highest fortn of class or­
ganization, the political, the workers are without leadership. 
This 111eans that the Irish working class is being dragged 
politically in the wake of the tniddle classes. But the work­
ing class, as the present position and all past history proves, 
and as Connolly's teachings ll1ake clear, is the one class in 
Ireland which can lead the national struggle of the whole 
toiling population through to the end, to an inde·pendent, 
united Ireland. There£ ore the task confronting the Irish 
workers is to break with the middle class parties and politics 
and build their own independent working class political party 
to lead the struggle for national and social emancipation. 
This raises the question which the Irish Workers' Voice and · 
the Revolutionary Workers' Groups have -been raising be- · 
fore the Irish workers for a considerable time, of the or­
ganization of the revolutionary workers in an Irish Com­
munist Party . 

• 
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Chapter IV. 

THE IRISH COMMUNIST PARTY 

THE orga11izatio11 of the Irish workers' party, the Coin­
.. munist Party of Ireland, is the only consistent answer 

of the Irish wol-kers to the shuation now facing them. The • 
capitalist systetn is heading to collapse throughout the world. 
It is ruining the ll1asses of the Irish people, · depriving thein 
of work, Wages, and land. The working class and working 
farmers are the only classes in Ireland faithful to the Irish 
national cause, and these classes are without political lead­
ership in the fortn of a powerful .revolutionary class party. 
The organization of .the Communist ~arty is the burning 
need, and it will work f•or these clas~es. 

. . . 
What are the objects and tasks of such a party? These 

ha~e been otitlirled by the- Irish Revolutionary Workers' 
Groups, and can be· briefly stated as follows: 
· I. To lead the struggle · of th~ Irish people for coinplete 
separation froin the British ~mpire, and the esta1blishment 
of an Irish Workers' and Farlllers' Republic. 

2. To wage a revolutionary class · struggle against Iriski 
capitalism, North and South, which is the social basis for 
British imperialisin within the country. · 

3. To abolish the present division of the country, re­
sulting from itnperialist doll1ination and Irish capitalist be­
trayal, · and to establish a Workers' and Farll1ers' Govern­
n1ent for all Ireland. 

The immediate tasks are : 
I. To win to ll1embership of the Party all 111ilitant work­

ers in the different industries, organized in trade unions and 
·tl1e revolutionary national movement. To build the Party 
fro111 the foremost fighters in the Irish working class. 
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2. To win over in the course of the daily struggle of 
the workers and the national independence fight against 
British imperialisni and by intensive agitation and propa­
ganda of the revolutionary working class principles the m.a.­
jority of the Irish workers to sup_port for the policy ~nd 
ai01s of the Irish Cotnlllunist Party. 

3.· To conduct a persistent struggle against the pro-im-
, perialist political parties of Cosgrave and ·Craigavon and 

their allies. To win the working inasses under the influence 
of the Fianna Fail Party to the policy . of revolutionary 
struggle again~t British imperialistn and away frotn par­
liamentary national reformism. This deinands a ruthless 
exposure of the compromising policy of Fianna Fail in the 
national struggle and its capitulation to the ranchers and 
bankers and its socicilly reactionary policy towards the Irish 
workers and working f ariners. 

4. To fight for the elimination· 0£1 all reformist labor in­
fluence in the trade unions, an·d for the ·developtnent of a 
forward rank-and~file leadership in the factories and unions 
to replace the present anti-working class bureaucracy. 

The Workers' and Farmers' Republic would take ini­
mediate measures along the following lines: 

1. Nationalization without compensation of all landed 
estates and big ranches, and their division among landless 
laborers and small farmers, or, where this is not feasible 
or desired, the organization of State farms. 

2. Nationalization without compensation of 1big industry, 
such as railways, insurance coinpanies, breweries, linen and 

• • eng1neer1ng. . 
3. Confiscation of th~ property of all national traitors, 

and imperialist British interests; deprivation 0£1 political 
rights of these interests. 

4. Centralization of credit and finance in the hands of 
the Workers' State :by llleans of a national bank with State 
capital and the suppression of all private banks and bankers. 
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5. Concentration of the means of trallsport in the hands 
of the nation. · 

6. Coniplete liberty of conscience in lllatters of religion ; 
tl1e right of all to hold and practice any beliefs without in­
terference. To this end the Workers' and Fartners' Republic 
will abolish, where existing, all privileges attaching to any 
particular religious faith, and all disabilities itnposed be­
cause of' religious persuasion. 

7. The Workers' and Farlllers' R~public will establish 
free education, primary and university ; entrance to the 
latter to be by merit. A:bolition of denominational education 
in the primary schools, the chief weapon of the bourgeoisie 
in perpetuating sectarian animosities and divisions among 
the Irish people. Popular control of education. 

8. Abolition of the present legal systetn and the es­
tablishment of workers' courts of justice. 

9. The present parlia~entary system of ·Government to 
be abolished, and legislative and administrative functions to 
be conducted through com01ittees of workers, farmers and 
n1embers of professional groups elected on the basis 0£1 oc­
c11pation. 

This is the ·Com01unist way out of imperialisni' s shackles 
to a new Ireland. This is the working class road to the 
elimination of capitalist robbery and wage-slavery, to the 
endi11g of all oppression of man by man, to the banishtnent 
of unemployment and insecurity, to the disappearance of . 
the palace and the poorhouse, to the ending of national and 
social oppression for ever. 

In place of the old capitalist society rent asunder with 
the division of its warring classes, the free Ireland of the 
future will be 1built on the principle of association in which 
the free develop01ent of each is the condition for the free 
development of all. 

To the accomplishment of this great task the Irish revo­
l t1tionary workers' movement calls the 01anhood and woman-
hood of Ireland's workers and farmers. · 
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