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It is 2 sign both of ‘the Strength and of the weakness of
the Irish Revolutionary Movement.today that we arc republishing,
on the threshold of the 50th Anniversary of 1916, this short
pamphlct which was written for the 286th Anniver sary,

A sign of strength in that this the latest of a number of
f works which have been republished by the Movcment dealing with -
Irish historiccl subjccts from a working class vicwpoint,

A sign also of wecakness in that a more deotailcd Mnhrxist
history of thc Rebellion has not becen written, a morc serious
analysis of the events of Easter Wecek from the Marxist view -
point is necded, if only to exposc thc myth of the last surviving
Commandant who later became the grave-digzcr of the Revolution.
The strugglc to write a working class history of those times
has begun, as part of the work of building ~ revolutionary
party of thc working class ih Irecland and this pamphlet is enc
of thecopening shets in that strugclc which must cnd by cxposing
the falsification of Irish history in thc interest of the Irish
ruling class on onc hand snd King St. Moscow on thc othcr,
cspeeially sincec gt this timc when many working class youths
are beginning to guestion the lics and myths of Irish socicty,

Scan Murray passcd away from this workd a fev years ago,
but in spirit he hed passcd away from the ruvolutlonﬁry'movc—
ment long beforc thot, He played an important role in the tic-up
of Irish Communists with British Impcrialism in 1941 and the
following year prcsided over the rump Irish Communist Confcrence
which provided the ‘'theoretical'! fig-lcaf for this unholy
alliancc,

Any discussion on 1916 in thc prcscnt pcriod must contre
on two gucstions, First thc ocucstion of the so-called pecaceful
road to Socialism and national indcpendance, and second, the
cuestion of the role of Marxists in the first stages of a rov-
olution in Ircland today,

The first cucstion must be lsft for‘tho'tlmé"bblng with
these remarks, If there is g possibility-of @ ‘Peaceful road to
Socialism, than the 'worXd awaits it, Mcanwhilc, to rcfusc to
belicve in forecc in this contury is as silly as refusing to be-
licve in thc laws of gravity post Ncwton, e T

The ouestion of stages is morc complex and full of snares.,
Complcx in that onc sldc in the disputc has ncver becn honest




on’ this ouecstion and invarisbly thc ocucstion of stages in
revo ution has been pesed in an attempt to avoid thc task of
magggg the revolution., The second-tendency has in roactlon to
.this,- tondcd to Uant to sklp over. stqgcs.-

Tho right~w1ng in this dlSpute is best rcpresented by
Desmond Greaves and certain elcments in the lcadership of the
 two pertiet in Irecland which claim to be Marxists, While thc
- sccond- tondcncy which verges on the ultra-left is best represented
ed ‘by a large number of young comrﬂdos in Belfast and a few
, trgdo unlonlsts in Dublin, : '

Greaves and his like 1np1y that because tho flrst tasxs of

“"the Irish revolution will be the completion of thc struggle for
Netional Independance, territorial unity, and.in so far as
rcmains to. bec completed, the smashing of the large cstates ete
{i,c.. the completion of the 'bourgcois democratic revelution'!
and beeause in the first stage large numbers of the petty bour~
-gooisie will participatc along side. the working class, that
‘thereforc it is. incorrcet to put forward =ny slogans othcr

than slogans whieh will satlsfy tho class ‘neceds of‘the socallod

national” bourgeoisic.'

Thu othor tonduncy, whilc fully PO“llSlng tho countor«
‘revolutionary role of'Irish thlonﬂl Copitalism' end their- pnst
and prosent inability to carry to a final conclusion ﬁhe stp-
uggle agains - British Impcrialism in Ircland appcar: to believe
that the working clsass can by-pass this struggle. Both these
tendeoneics arc . wrong. The Belfast comredcs: arc guilty of an
hongst impctuous mistake while Greaves and Co., the cynlcnl old

- nen. of the Irish Revolutionary Movcment who should know, and do
know, better, arc merely fulfilling their rolc of attcmpting
“to lead the Irlsh Revolutlonary Movemcnt up the gnrden path

SOCIALIST SLOGANS

. -Lenin has made the casc th”t 1916 was & social revolution
dcspitc the prescnce of the urban pcetty bourgeoisieé and egven a -
Y hurried - rcview of the back.copics of the 'Irish Worker' and the
torkcrs Ropubllc will show that Connolly put forward SOCl”llSt
slogans, In the 'Workers Rgpubllc for January 15th 1916 therc
appegrcd the demand for the oconomlc conscrlption of the propcrty
of the properticd clqsscs. . .

‘80 much for those like Desmond Grea vcs.ﬂnd others who put
forward thc casc for no Socinlist slogons whilc at the samc timc
claiming to follow in the footsteps of Connolly,. :
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. What is mores;as. the hlstory of the Citlzen Army shows,
Connolly maintained’at all: times . the indcpendencc and seperate
idedlogyof the. working: class, -never hesitating “to’ cr*tiue the
weakness of those people who Were for the time being his
allies. On Palm Sundﬂy 1916 in o lecture to the Irish Citizen
Army on- 'street fighting' which was attended by officers of
the volunteers he saidMn thc event of victory hold on to your
rifles as .thosé with whom we are fighting may stop before our
. goal is Yreached. We are out for economic freedom as well

political Iiberty." This shows that Conneolly realised that it
is not sufficent for a small clique.at the top of the movement
to know where. they are going and what stages they are going
through, but that it is necessary toeducate - the rank and file
-0of the vanguard of the working class in a correct understanding
~of their role at .all stages in the develop. ment of the revolut-

" “‘ion,.Not for him thc policy of praising people whom' you know

it .will be necessary to struggle against at a later dqte.
-Connclly clearly knew thaf unless the rank and file know the

| " real nature of théir allies- they will be taken campletely by

surprise when their fellow travellers in the struggle for nat—

ional indepeidence raise the slogan ‘'Labour must walt' and

- takes steps to make sure that Labour waits, as witness Irmland
Min 1922 and the bloody tragedy in Indoncsiw today.

g o Is Connolly them without blame as to his role in the
.rebellion? No, aurdit would be impossible to approach history

in this-manner., The task of Marxist historians must be to
examine all .events within the éxperience of the working elass,
from the v1ewp01nt of correctly analysing the tactics and strat-

S egy so as to lay barec the mistakes made; and warn the Worklng

class, against a repetition of these mistakes and in this sense

a study of the rolc of the Citizen Army - the highest .form of

organization of the Irish working class at that time - reveals

a number of errors. The failure to seize thc printing presses,

. particularly thc Murphyite 'Irish Independent', and to use this
for the printing of mass propaganda. The absence of mass mect-

.~ ings in thc republican held areas, espccially in the North King
" 8treet area, The failure-to seize the Bank of Ireland and

‘Trlnlty College. This fallure, duo to Pearses' romantic notiomns
about the 'old housc.of Parliment' was. paild deorly for when

the British Army used the Dame St - Tcnrse 8t — Nassau St fork

to cut the republlclan pos;tions in two, The failure to seige
and then ration food stuff and clothing in“the republlcan.held
area, which led to the 1ooting on Thursday und Frldﬂy. :

on thqt p01nu we must deql briefly With certuin crltlcs




of Connelly's handling of the looting. Connclly was complctely

.corrcet when he ordered the Citizen Army to fire on the looters

on Monday and Tucsday. These critics, who arc drawn almost
entirely from the middle ¢lass, would be well adviscd to go now
before it is too late into what was then the proletarian strong
holds ofGlouccetorudianeid, Sean MeDermott 8t., Summer Hill,
ete., and speak to some of the old working class men and women
on this point, and they will find that they havc least sym—
pathy with the looters of Monday aud Tuesday who were dravn
from the lumpen prolctariats of the Dublin slums, the sepcerate
lon women and their fancy men, the banner men from Railway St.,
the Irish version of the 'King and Church'mob, to be found in
all great citics, !

As Engels cxplained in his prefixory note to The Pensant

- War in Germany, it is ncccssary to draw a river of blood be-

tween the revolutionary proletariat and these people."But cven
the prolctariat has not yet outgrown the parallcl drawn with
1525, The class that is cxclusively dependent on wages all its
life is still far from forming thc majority of the German
peopelc. This class is, thereforc, also compelled to seck allies,
The Iatter can only be found among the petty bourgeoisic, the
lumpenproletariat of the citics, the small peasants m dthe
agricultural labourers.

The petty bourgeois we hove spoken of above, They arg
extremcly unreliablc cxcept after o victory has been won, when
their shouting in thc becr housces knows no bounds, Nceverthe—
lcss, thore arce very good clements among them, who join the
workecrs of their own accord.

The lumpen prolcectariat, this scum of thc depraved clcements
of all classcs, which cstnblishcs hecadousrtcrs in the big
citics, is thc worst of all possiblc allics, This rabblc is
absolutely venal ond absolutcly brazen. If the French workers,
in cvery rcvolution, inscribed on thce houses: Mort aux volcurs/!
Denth to thicves,) and even shot some, they did it, not out of
cnthusiasn for property. but becrusc they rightly considercd it
nceessnry above nll to kecop that gnng at a distancc, Every
lcader of the workers who uses thesc scoundrels as guards or
rclics on them for support proves himsclf by this action nlonc
a traitor to the movement.

The small peasonts—~- for the bigger pcasants belong to the
bourgeoisic—— diffecr in kind."




But above all, OonnﬁllJ fniluro to undursta 4 thc ?onc-
cption of the.combat party ﬂctlng a6 tho Geng Staff
the working clasg is a failurc for which the ﬁish work
class suffcrod in 1916 ﬂnd hqs sufforcd to this fgry day.

- But whrt otr Bﬂlqut conr”dcb forgut whon uhcy eriticise
- Qonnclly on  thig scéorc.is that ébnly onc of the lcaders of tho
World working clrss'nt that timg undcrstood the role of the
~  ‘papty. Connolly was in good company in his misconccptions;
U Knrl Idcbimecht, Ro~a . .iim®urg Leon Trotsky, likc wisc
- falled to undbrstand this question gl thqt tlmc.

The fact that others shargd Connellys mlsconccptlons docs
a ﬁot altér the pricc thnt thc workers and c¢ommon pcople of -
‘ i gland Have paid; and crc paying, for thc nbscnéc of a rev-
olutionary partys  But i% must affcot our aSSQSﬁmonb of ﬁh@
p@rsonel role of Connelly. L ‘ .

This pwnphlcu as wo have said is publishpd as part Of
~the strugglc to build a revolutionary party in Ircland and
1f it helps even: half a dozen pcoplc to Join us in ﬁhis taak

. then we shall be. pleqsgd..' o .
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NOTE

We would 1ikc to thenk the following comradbs for- holping
to make this pamphlct possible,  Comra dcs EllObn Flynn, :
. Holcn Givvm and Pcto” Lﬁch‘\ : L
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THE IRISH REVOLT, 1916 AND AFTER

Augrst, 191L ssv the strrt of the conflagration which

we ecall the Great War, It was certainly "Grest" measured
by the extent of its participants, the number of its victims,
the oceans of prejudice it let loose and the materisl ruin
and westere it wrought to the world.

Whet wes it 211 about? What was the "holy urge" which
could set ablaze five continents for four years, people land
and sea with its dead bodies, the hospitals of every land
with dead end dying, and leavec smoke ancé wallsteads where
once there w-re towns and cities? ‘ h

a

On the side of the 21lied powers headed by Britain it

| was a high and noble business. There wos Prussisn militar

A ism . That was to be finished once and for all, There
‘ vere nations denied liberty -~ that wss to be done awey with,

The tyranny of the Czarist snd Turkish Empires - menkind
covld no longer.grean under these. "A reign of lew based
on the cors~nt of the governed," such was the message fronm
the land of %ashinston and Lincoln thro:gh the mouth of
Woodrow Wilson. From Greet Britain throusgh the lips of
Prenier Llo7 Georre could be heard the wer cry of " freedom
for small rotions and self-determination.” Such vere the
signs under which the peoples were summoned to go forth on
the great cruseode,

Tt is clear enough to-day to all but the blincest that
that war vas not fought for ary of the things vhich the
peoples vore led to believe in 191L., The proiises then
made werc mace by imperialists in the cause of imperislist
conruest and gree’, The peoples were cdeceived py their
rulers. Prussisn militerism is & greeter menace to-cday
than ever, Democrecy is being scrappe” in favour of a
system of the most berbarous dictatorship - Fascism - in one
capitalist country =fter enother. Wrak countries are being
invaded and their liberties taken away, One Trecoty after
another is being torn into shreds an’ cast into the waste
peper basket, The fete of Chine,Abvssinisa, the thre-t to
Mongolia and the dasger now heléd at the hesrt of every
independent Stetc of Hurope by Germen Fascism ere sufficient
commentary on the promises and¢ slogens of 191k, '




YTHE SOVEREIGN IRISH PEOPLE"

On April 27rd, 1916, a Proclamation was read in Dublin
declaring Ireland an indepenfient Republic . The Proclemation
was sicned by the following leaders of revolutionary Republican
and Iabour tho:-ght snd orgesnisstion in the corntry:  Thones
J Clerie, Thomss MscDonagh, P H Pearse, Eemon Ceant, Joseph
Plunkett, James Connolly, Sean MacDermott,

The proclamation read s follows:-

RIrishmen and Trishvomen. '

"In the name of God en¢ the dead generations from
which she receives her old trrdition of nationhood,
Irelend, throush us, cummons her children to her fleg
end strikes for her reedom, '

"Having orgenise” and trrine@ her menhood through her
secvet revolutionary organisation, the Irish Republican

Brotherhood, ané thro.gh her openmilitary orgenissations, the -
bt = . 4 s : = - 4 :

Irish Voluntecrs snd the Irish Cltlzen_Army, heving patiently i

perfected her discipline, having weited for the right moment

’ to reveal itself, she nov seires th-t moment, 2nd supported
by her eriled children in America and by gailant =21lies in
Burope; but relying in the first on her own strength, she
strikes in full conficdence of victory.

"We declare the rioltt of the Peonle of “relenc to the
owvnership of Ireland, an’ to the unfettered control of Irish
destinies, to be sovereign end indefeesible, " The long
usurpation of that right by = foreign peonle 2nd Government
has not extinguished thet right, nor crr it ever be extinguished
except bv the destructionof the Irish people, In every
generation the Irish people have asserted their right to
netional frecdom and sovereignty, six times during the past
three hundred years they heve asserting it in srms.

Standing on thet fundamenisl right, and azain sssrerting

in arms in the face of the vorld, e herebv procleim the
Irish Republic es & sovereign Independent State and we nlelge
our lives and the lives of ovr comredes-in-arms to the cause
of its freedor, of its welfare, and of its e altation among
the nations,"

Thet vas BEaster Mondav, 1916, in Dublin City,

The Republic meinteined en existence of five dsys,
With liberzsl use of ermed force and the bombardment of the
city, the insurrection was crushed on Easter Saturdayv.




| P Pearse, on beBalf. o
b signed the following
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" fire and steel the most glorious chapter in the late history
of Ireland.’ . Justice can never be done to their heroism,

to their discipline, to their gey and un"onouerable splrlt
inthe midst of peril and ﬁeath, Jo

"Let me, who have lead them into this,.speek in my own,.
“and in my fellow-commanders' nemes , and in the mame of
Ireland present =né to come, fheﬂr preise ﬁnd ask - those Who
come efter the:r to remember them!,

"For four days they have fcught and. t01led, almo t with
out sleep, and in the 1nturvajs of fighting tney’havewsung
songs of the freedom of Irelenc. No man has complained,
no man has asked "why?" Fach indivigual hss gpent himself
happy to pour out his strengi: Zor Ireland and for frecdom.-’
If they do not win this flgqt, ther will have deserved to
win, “But win it they will,. aluhou“h they m V’Wln it in.
death, - Already they have won a nrOat thing.  They have
redecmed Dublin from many. hwmbu, nd made her name culeneld
among the nemes of cities,

"1 T were to montlon names of 1n51v1duals my llst wovld
be & long one.,-

"I will mention only thmt of Lonmandant Genersl Jamea
Gonnolly, commending. the Imblin Division. , He lies wounded
but is still the guiding ‘brein of our reulstanceju
' "If we secomplish no- more than we have acccmpllshed, ,
I am satisfied, Iam setisfied that we. should heve accomp-
lished more, thet ve should have Pccompllshed,the tesk of "
enthroning #s well as proclulmlng the Irish R'p' 11
Sovereisn State, hed our arrfnsements for =3 2N
rising of the whele country, v1t1~ﬁ”combLned pTan Fs-saund

as thL Dublin plan has Dbe=n proved to be,. be :n allowed to go

through on Baster Sundsy, " Of the fatel ¢ untenmpndlng order
vhich prevented those plang from being csrrledfout I shall
not speak further, Both Eoin iaclNeill =snd. We haVG Pcted,

“1n the best of interesis of Irelsdnd. A
"For my part, as to anythinc I have done in thls, I’7'

‘am not qfrald to faho leh@“ the judsment of God or the

Jud sment of pasterity Tl ey

"’IMPERZ LIST VENGEANCE" - - . o -

Tn nnsv’e“ﬂ'to proteszs Sfaluot ﬁhef; ““’% ‘
deily list of executions aad a. acmaabﬂ
Mr. Asouith steted in the Homse of Comn0n

s thot he 1ntended

to stop the. carnage9 but that there were two men atill 11
custody vhose lives must Piret- b2 teken, |  Theke werc.
James Connolly, uhe %ocielﬁmt 1oadcr,_nn6 Soen MacDermgtt
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Connolly's executm».mas Qelﬁyed ov'11r1‘r to the fact es
stated in Pearg¥s message, thet he ves "padly wounded,
The Asruith Government had now t~ meke up its Hl @ whethev .
it vouvld be sheéated out of its venzeance by @ Ymere" observence -
of the civilied custom of not executing a wounded men, or
whether it would brush aside such trifles ~nd being its
wounded captive “efore #he firing souad, ~Imperialist
vengeance ook first place over c1v111eq usase ond humen
decency, and on May l?th 1916, ConnolJy wes delivered o¥Wer
to his executioners, - .

History will récord this deed as among the blackest criues
of imperialism against the Irish nation and avalnst the inter
nation=2l Labour movcmcﬂt -

In 18b8 in the midst of @ nation ruined by famine snd
plague, in Whlch it is celculated 2,000,000 people lost their
lives, John Mitchel, in the dochyat Green Street, received
a sentence of fcute\n years' penal servitude for organising
the masses for rebellior; end in answer to the cuestion 2s
to why sentence should not e passed, he cried: “"The k w
has now done its part, and the Queen of England, her Crown
and her Government 1n,+rel nd are now secure, pursusnt to

Act of Perliament,  But I have done my pert alsol"
These WOPdS sum up Easter hee“ Imperlalist vengeance
in the neme of the law, had done 1ts part. Tublin wes in

ruing, the soldiery of the foreign conguerrr had Elspleccd

the volunteers of the people, another ,rish insurrection was
cuelled, the jeils were again ovcrflovlnc fiftesn leaders

ley in ouvick lime, and- Easement wos on nis was to thp‘dsllovq,
conducted thercto by the pioncer of the gentlemcn’'s rebellion
in Ulster, %Galloper" Smith, afterwards Lord Birkenhead, ‘
Imperialism had done its part. So had revolutionary Irelandas

WINSAFITY AND TREASON "

The Insurrection over, sll shadcs of poiitics come forwvard
to the inruest to investigzte the ceuses and pronounce their
verdicts, Mr., Augustine Birrell, the Liberal Chief Secreterv
for Ireland, gave the verdict of the ruling class of his
country on. the uprlslnu. ‘He wses setisfied the rising wvas
off the rails of *rish history and tracdition. It wre
unoertskcn by a smell minority of conspiretors in opposition
‘to the expressed will of official nationalist Irelend, led

by Messrs. Redmond, Dillon and Devlin. - Eritain was dagaged
in e ]ust var,and Irelaﬂd, Ngtionelist and Orenge, hed Jjoined
that var for fre -dom, Lnﬁer .wch clrcumstanccs, My, Birrell




felt confident enough to state in the. House of Commons thet
the rebellion "would never be regarded b: the Irish people
as a landmerk in their history". Such wes. the vnrdlct of
the governing cless of Britain on the uprising of '16,

It was now the turn of officisl nationalist lreland to
Speak through the mouth of Mr Redmond: "I necd not say how
_% I regard this 2ct with hopror =nd detestrtion.”  He went

on to appeal for clemency for the rank and file " on whose
shoulders there lies a guilt far different from that of the
rlnolcaders, instigators and fomentors of the outbreak,"

The Parliamentary stetesman of the nationalist upper classes
vas satisfied that the revolt wes an artificial 2ffair and
50 to be dismissed . - _ ’ :
i | - ©  "CRININAL MAINESSh ‘

This blewp01nt was even more dearly and forcibly L
.. expressed by the leading nationsalist daily paper in Ireland,
“the "Irish Indcpendent," a pper directly linkedto the chief .
circles of the employers of labour, through its proprletor,
Mr., William Martin Mur:hy. ' : .
In its first appearance ﬂfter the insurrection, the
"Independent” editorial was entitled "Criminal Madness,"
and or May 10th, two days before Connolly's exccutlon, in -

a leading article entitled "The Clemency Plea," it wrote:
"When , however, we come to some of the. ringlerders,
instigators # nd fomentors not yet dealt with, we must make
-an exception (to the clemency plea., - S.M.) -If these men

-are treated with too great leniency, shey willjtake‘it as

an indication of weakness on the phrt of the ‘Government. and -
the consequences may not be satisfactory.  They may be more
bruculent than ever znd it is therefore necessary that
society should be protected against their activity....
It would hardly be feir to treat these leniently because the
cry for c¢lemency has been scverely punished. Weakness to

-~ such men at this stare may be fatsl,... Let the vorst of the
worst of the ringleaders bo singled out Lnﬁ declt w:tn as they
deserve," : e

The May 13th, 1916 issue of'the "Tndmpendcﬁt““announced
. the execution of Connolly and MacDermott un@or tae ceptlon
"Intriguers Pay the Penslty."
 The organ of clericalism, the "Irlsn Cathcllc , joined
‘inthe ¢mpe%1allst chorus against the 1nsurgents.,_ It wrote:

R R T L N

"This extaordinary comblnation of roguessénd-foolé.'
To flnd Oﬂythlng like & parﬁllel_for what has“ocqurred, it




is necessarv to oave recairse to the bloodstalned annals of
the Paris Commune.“ S o _ : ‘
And on May 29th it wepote : -

" What was attempted was an act of’ brlgandare, pure and
simple, and there is no reason to lament that its perpetrators
have met the fate which from the very dawn of hlstory has
becn universally reserved for traitors," o

. British 1mper1 1lsm, Trish capltalism; Irish clerlcalism

- = the Verdx:ts of all were substantlally the same.  The
rising was "criminel maaness,ﬂ treachery, 1ed by men of
ill-balanced mind and 1ptriguers, Would be dlsewned by the
Irish people, nd so on. : ,

ONE EQTIMATE

Prom the ranks o}h§nternptlonal Labour movement
came differing estimates, A Conference of the Independent
Labour Party of Greadb Britain st Newcqstle—on—Tyng recorded
its condemnatior of" militerism,but included among the "militariste
Connolly and the Easter ins:rgents, S ﬂeav1ly polluted with
the poison of MrcDOﬁaldltejp cifism, this Party of British
Labour was cuite unable to make a fajithful Worklngmclass
1st;mate of the great Dublln struggle.j’*

- Even some spokrsmen of the Internatlenal I@ft Wlng

- Conference at Zimmerwald, in Switzerland, through its organ
took ‘up the position that the insurrection vwas a puﬁbh -
the produch of a consplracy Wlthout any mass ro@ts or-
justlflcatlon. o

-dﬂﬂlA@@THER

But from the Party of the ?usslan worklng class, .
thr ovgh the man vho was destined one year after Easter week :
to lerd e great nation out of the shambles of ‘the war-and
into freedom and Socialism, cnme ) differenﬁ mgtlan of .
the events in Dublin, , I ” e ' :
Lenin vrote: - o _ :
 “The term 'putsch' , in. the . sc1ent flc ense ef the
work may Be employed only vhen the stiempt at’ 1nsurrect10n .
hes revealed nothing but a circle of” conqpiratorsg'or stupid
maniscs, end when it has roused no; svmpﬁthy among the masses, = |
The century-old Irish netional movement ‘heving passed throvgh
" various stages and comblnqtlons of eclass interests, exgressed
itself, inter alis, in a mass ¥rish Natlonal Congras% in:
'Amerlca vhich passed &, resolution calling for Irish 1ndependence
- it expressed itself in -street fighting conducted by a
section of the urban petty bourgeoisie ‘and &' section of the ,
workers ﬂfter a 1onq periaé of mass ag 1tat;on, demonstratlons, ;




qz SUPPress sion of papers9 ete, ~ Whoever, calls such an.

; ~ uprising 2 'putsch' is either a harocned reactlonary or a

. doctrinaire, who is hopelec"lj incapable of plcturlnﬂ to
: himself a social revolution as & living phenomenon.

Admidst ¢ torrent op'dbnu.01qt on and dmsapproval from
: the press and pulpits, from 2ll the upper layers of society
' in Irelsnd the representatives of the Eqster 1nsurrectlon
appealedto the masses of the people.

VW”DICT OF THE MASSES

The masses gave their verdict in six bye- elect1ons
between the perlod of the insurreéction and the close of the'
war, Five of these elections endorsed the uprising!

‘The nationalist(Redmondite) candidates were routed end
Republicans elected. . Mr. Lloyd George, folloW1nP ‘his -
strategy of "keeping them talking,” hastily got together a .
Convention in Trinity Conllége to talk about Home Rule :

- Ypy consent” ina depparete offort 'to sidetrack the rapidly
svelling tide of revolution in the countrv - The Conventlon
came to nothlng.

At the Tegimming of 1918 the issue of conscrlptlon cane

ok e —————— T

é to the fore, . The Imperial Government wes here to suffer
% its first signal defeat et the hands of the masses of the
. Irish people. Insvired by the BEaster Rlslng, roused by the

slsugntor of its revolutionary leadere, piercing the deception
of the imperialist wa® cries about concern for subject peoples,
self-determination and. defence of small" countrles, the working
masses of the country bsnded themselves together o- alnst v
beinr forced to fight 1mper1allsm s battles. '

In the famous Mansion House Conference, all sectlons'
of the Nationalist, Republican and Labour Movements Tormed
g e united front aoalnst the congcrlptlon ~plan . of the Coalition
: Government: The following made up the €Gonferencey Eamonn
, de Valere, Arther Gr11f1th(81nn Feln), John Dillon, Joseph -
j Devlin (Nationslist Perty); William O'Brien, T.M. Heal}
o (Irdependent Nationalist Party), Thomas, Johnston end William
i O'Brien (Labour); Cheirman, Lawrence [¢) Nelll ‘Lord Mayor
of Dublin. At no period of the Irish Vational movement
was there witnessed such a'mass Mprising of the peaple.
The Lloyd George Government dropned the Conscrlptlon Act,
80 fnr as 1t applled to Ireland.’ :

LENIN'S ESTIMATE VIITDICATED I

In the cays of m111tarlsm and 1mpend1na new: 1mpcr1~118t
wars the memory of thﬂt ‘great popular victory of the Irish.




people over the powerful Lloyd George Government mus t never.
be famotten. Its lessons add exanples are necded 1n Ireland
_to day, , o ) ,

The Paster rising was to receive ite flnel mess
vindication in the Genersl Election of 1918, the notorious’
“¥haki election.™ Out of eighty-four Parliamentary seats
the anti-Eester Week nationalists retcined only six.,  John
Dillon, the leader of the Nationalist Party, was among the
defested in layo. 0' Brien and Healy discreetly retired
without a fight in Cork. The betrayers of the nstional
cause ~nd supporters of the imperialist war. vent down before
a hurwlcenc of popular indignstion.

The Easter uprising was now tOCanTOﬂt the British
imperialism in a mass fomm , It was now no longer a
case of wuelling a revolt in military feshion only., - The
messes had 301ned issue with imperialist tyrarny for natlonal
liveration. They had given their verdict on the uprising
and the lie to the Birrells, Redmonds, and the capltallst
press who had mlsrepreeentedthe greatcst eplsode in modern
Irlsh hlstory as the ‘act of criminals enaelmnltlcs.»-

Lenln 5 estimation of. Eaeter Week wae v1nélcated

- The first act of the nevly-elected aepntlee, 911 but
the half-dozen ‘nationalists" and & score of Unionists
(Carsonites), wes to meet in Dublin in Janusry, 1919, to:
ratify the Easter_Week proclametion oeclerlnr Ireland & Republlc.
The deputies took sn oath of allegiance to’the: Republic,
declared for @ bovcoti of the Westminster Parliament and
and establish Dail Biresnan as the Parliament ‘of the nstion
with & Government responsible to it,. The Irish Volunteers
became the Irish Republican Army under the control of the
neviy~established Gove rnment : .

COERCION - THE H;AC}( AND TANS

- The replv of theé Lloyd Ceorﬂe Coalltlon Government to
this Werdict of the Genersal mlectlon of 1918 was to proclaim
Dail BEireann Yan 1“1egal 88 serﬁlyg“ ann declqre for a poliCJ
of coercion, . ‘ : S :

The democrriically expressed will of thc Irlqh people !
had now taken the place of Prueelan m131tarlsm as the menace
to British 1mperiallsm. o

S The '16 rising had been ruthlesslj nuel}cd anﬂ lts
leaders leaders executed on the ‘pretext, ‘aimongst others, that
it wes an action of men sching v ithout: popflar approval, !
Facec with the clearly expre scd w111 of the people in a
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Gemersl Election, the Lloyd George Government answered with
the Black and Tans. Finished fishting for "liverty" on

the the Continent, the knight-errants of imperialism lsunched
their crusade for Empire against the declared will of the
Irish people. ‘ : ) ’ T

P =iy petie

, The strusgle from January, 1919, till December, 1921,
4 is the story of the continuation of the Easter rising forified
by the mess power of the people, on one side, and the contin-
ustion on a corresponding scale of the Baster emecutions,
proclaimations, Jailing and suppressions by the imperialist
forces on the other, The Treaty of 1@21¢a,¢ompramise T
fraught with disastrous conscouences to Ireland - brought’
the unity of the anti-imperalist forces o 'an end, closed one
chepter in the history of the Irish national struggle and
opened another. But to understand 1921 it is neccssary

1 to loo™ more closely at the factors which made ‘'16.

TWENTY YPARS AFTER: THE LESSON

'~ Viewed from dmost any angle, the sgrcement signed by
the Irish representatives (Messrs. Griffith, Collins, Barton
and Gsvan Duffy) with Mes=rs, Lloyd George, Chamberlain,
Churchill and Birkenhead on behalf of the, British Government
cennot be regrrded as other than a defeat for netionalist
Ireland. The Republic was abandoned, pertnership with
Empire accpted. The unity of. the country was surrendered
and the will of the Tory counter-revolution.in Englend and
"Ulster™ legalised in the form of a separate State for Six
Counties in the Noth-East.- What did the national -
representetives get in return for-the sacrifice of national
vhity eand acceptence of menarchy and Empire?  Even from
the angle of economics the Treaty as nothing short of -
outr-geous, The new Freec State agrecd to defray sthe costs
of pensioning off the servants of the old Castle regime -
the police, judges and.civil servents. = There was no
stipulation aboub the land annuities, which means they wore
to be peid to the British, who continuved collec¢ting them
up to 1932, =nd are conducting an economic war et this
hour for the right to go on collecting them.
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 Worst of all, the partitioned stete wss to pay a
sum of £11,000,000 per annum as a .contribution towards -
imperial defence, in other worlls,fof the “pratoction” of
the imperial navy and suchliké. - The disasterqus-chsracter
of the agreement from the business angle alone is hest shown
] by fhe farce of the £11,000,000 imperisl contribution,

st miras 55

This money was never collected, and. 1925 Mr, Baldwin cancelied
the whole thing in return for'tgg abandonment~byjthe Cosgrave
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Government of all- clalms to a revision of thokorthern

b oundsry. "It w=s on agrecment by wvhich Baldwin cave ﬁwpy
nothing, except what he never. possed, and Cosgrave brought -
back nothing , while the Premler cnuld extol his '1mporial
O°cneros:.ty" and Cosgr e rsnt about the 'hﬁrd‘bﬁfﬁqln" he
had drlven. , : S

The purely natlonallutumlnded see 11ttle ; or 1n~fact

no, connection between . the capitulation of 1921 and the Easter
rising. They trke the view thet 1916 was made by mood mal'
the 1971 Treaty by bad oness For many ﬁmsnﬁat us- to thlq
’dey the foregoing is not at all unfair or ‘exagrerated

repreasentation of their VlOWDDlnt But to seck for an-
‘explanatlan of thc historic evcntq with which We src deﬂllrw
along any such paths \117 avail nothlm&.‘_v R

FuAR OF SOCTAT. REVOLUTIOP A

The Communlst Party of Ircland in its InauuarQI Mﬁnifesto
in 1933 estimptes the position zs follows:. i

"The 1921 betrsyal was no ﬁccxdcnt of . 1ﬁ€1v1dual leaders
being bribed or bought by thc British, It was- the iDGVltable‘
outcome of & struggle in which the" leadershlp vag in the =
hands of a clasq vho feared that the complcte trlumph of the
national independence movemeént vould not halt et national -
Seperﬂtlon, but would develope into o socisl revolutlnn,
resulting in the o®erthrow of the TIrish. cqpltallst
c¢lass avd the establishment of  a Workch‘ and. Farmers_
8001dhst Republic." v S '

Brutus, after assass 1nqt1ng Gacs“r, juat ficd his %"
act : Not that I loved Gwesar less, but that I- IOVed que :
more." The Irish uprer classes webe in much the same. fix. [7
as bBrutus: they loved Irelend much, but. theg: doved their

E

class more, Thev had chief say,ln fact they done had{a P
decisive say, in the gu.dance of the netionel cause¢01;ow1ng
1916, All issues of & socirl- character vhich would & -

offend or estrange the wealthy classes were. aVQided and 1f7*.'
reised were severcly frovmed Upon. ' T

The 1and annuities arec & case ln poLnt £5 GO@ GOOf, ;H'
(inclnding the North) was being poid yesrly. to the Brltlsh}u.
Government, . The Republlcen Government hed it in its
pover to settle this issue once and for all by ins trnctlnwﬁ :
the people to cease @ ying this feudel trlbutc.:f PFroma.
national point of viéw it was nothing short.of serious \isb -
loy=2lty. to the people to continue amng the enany this - l‘
unjust tribute o1 & moment when the nation caulo be aald 8
- to be at war, While men were 19y1nw down’ th01r llves for




the country's liberty, I nguishing in Jails, fighting op
the hillsides, sacrificiny everything for "their countrys
frecdom, the Government of the First Dail was ensuring that
John Bull got his £5,000,000 from the Irish fﬂrmers.r '

The stoppagec of the snnuity psyments wag 2 n(tlonsl dutv
It would have becn @ blow ‘at the basis of the Conouest.
But just becausc it raised the social rights of the people
~as vell o8 the netionsl right of the nation, both retional
anﬁ social justice were olikec sscrificed by the nationd
leaders on the alter of fear of socidl revolution, o

The National movement friledto act up to Fintan Lalor s
war-cry, not merely to repeal thc Union but. to undo the Connuesb,
It aimed to effect & purcly political chengec, in the neticnal
status, but to leave intact thc Conmuest whlc ﬂﬂd SOCl?lly
despoiled the people. ) .

Across the vhole conduct of Trelqnd = nablOHQ1 qtruagme
following Easter '16 is writien in gisnt letters, the words
- "Fear of Social Revolution." o : T

THE FATION AND THE CLASSES

The  M"socisl problem’ hes haunted all mationsl ondeavour -
right from the days of the Unite d Irishmen, through = SR
Ybung Ireland and Fenianisn. The revolutLonary wing of
Irish n=a tloncllsm devoted its endeavour towards national
‘upparctlon, ‘Republic end the destruction of. 19ndlordlsm.
From the 'eic htlcs of the last century up to the cemmcncement
of the Twenticeth Century the socisl issue . was .rcdomln‘ntlJ
that of the land cuestion , the thule of the pcasant farmers

agrinst the landed garrison roling b the bayonets Qf Dubllh
Castle. v _

. The first decade of the present certury and the beglnnlnw
of thusecond deca‘e savw the emecrgencc into 1ndbpenﬁbnt 11fe
of # new class, the ind strisl vorknrq of the cities.

James Connolly , a disciple of the gscientific. 8@01allﬂm of
Marx and Engels, an-earc d on the scene towards ‘the end of

the Minetecnth Century and founded the Irish 8001a118t
Republicen Perty, In 1907 Jim  Larkin came- to ~rominencc

in the strike of the Bclfrst Transport Wor’ersy¢°nd from,
this can be datedthe uprise of the modern Trrdc Union =
movement among the hitherto unorganisecd or poorly quanlsed
unskilled labourers. The gunctlon betvoen Les kln andé.
Connolly in the 1913 strike in Dublin was the joznlng of the o
forec-s of 8001a110m and 1ndustr1ﬂl labour. o

!
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CONNOLLY OR GRIFFITH

Jaiice Connolly put the Labour stendpoint on the issuc
of the countryls netional liberrtion in thesc terms: "The
cause of opnresscd nations ond opnressed c¢lasses is one and

the same."
a svbject working clase," of & frce vorking class with a subject

Ireleand,

He could not conceive of Ma frcec Irelond with

He boldly anrunciatedthe doctrine that tho

fre dow of Irelsnd from foreign rule was bound up with the
freedom orf the working class from tho espital.st system,
He arrived at this stendpoint by a Marxisn socialist
analysis of thc attitude of the various clesc:s in Ircland
to the national cruse and was a“lc to shov thet the men of

propcrty from the gentry dovn werds were "bound by = thousand

¢olden threads to Empire" and that the Irish working class
alone were the true "inMeritors of t e fight for frecdom in

"Irelend."

" The leading exponcnt of nationrlism, Avrthur Griffith,
the founder of the 8inn Fein Party, took 2 directly oppositc

viev to Connoll:s, Ran~ins hinisclf in onposition to the

Labour movement , denouncing Larkin end the 1513 strike,
describing Connolly's doctrine s as embodicd in his
'Labour in Irelond' as a "Troct for the Times," Griffith

¢leimed thet therec wes no social probem in Irelend apart
from forcign rulc, =and. thet t ¢ solution was to bc found in

the reporl of the Union prliteslly and the crcation of
Irish industry without eny chenge in the social system.

A notionsl indcpendence movemdnt allied to the working

clase vith.its ultimete. ;aol & Sccisl ist Republic:  such
was the doztrine of Connolly, . A nationsl movemcnt =21licd
© to the aspiring Irish capitaliste with its ultimate goal

a compromise with impcrialism: such was the doctrine of
Arthur Griffith, ’ : o

Following '16 the Griffith standpoint prcdomincted in

the combined Sinn Fein-Republicen movement, Griffith becom ing
» Vice-President of the nationsl organisation in 1917, and
leading lcnipotentisrry in thce Anplo-Irish negotisns in 1921,

Griffith wase opposed to the 1916 rising, snd his collrague,
Boin Macleill, was muilty of en act of out and ~ut disloyslty
to the Rising #t the elcventh hour,
‘morning.

On the Easter Saturday

iir, Griffith died in 1922 while conducting a

il wer aceinst the Republic. - Neationelism divorcced from

“the el ss struorle of the orkeps for soecial liberty camc
2 gorry end:  the betraysl of the netion snd armed
nflict wath the Republic proclaimed in 1916,

t
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TIE HOPE - RISING SOCTALISH

Y The idcdls ~nd objectives of Easter Weck have yet to be
ful'y realised, Their realisation alonec cen solve the nation-.
al problecm in Irelsnd, Compromises snd bargains betwecn
Irish ¢apitalists and governing classes of Great Britain can
on¥y aggrevate the evils of the present situat.on for '
both peoples . ot with dyiny cepitelism but with rising _
Socialism can the fubure fracdom »nd well-being ' of the. Irish
nation be secured .  The revolutionary working cless attitude
to the nationel fight in Irelend has becn vindicated by
history. The movenmcnt for frocdom must now be o nstructed
in such a menncr as to a void pest errops. : :

The Irish Comiunist Partyv: is convinced that the way
to success lies through a powerfull unitcd Labour .movement,
Joined to all that is virile in the national cause and- directed
to the simultaneous destruction of nationel and socisl ‘
enslavement of the people, to the Workers' and Farmers'
Republic. : . ) . - L R
In this spirit should Irishmen and - omen sslute the

- Twentieth Anniversary of Easter, 1916,
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