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Ireland ahd the

Briti_sh Electioqs |

By Hannah Sheehy Skefﬁngton

(Hannah Sheehy Skeffington is an Irish woman known to many revolution-

ary groups in America.

She came here two years ago to tell the story of her

husband’s death,—Francis Sheehy Skeffington was shot in prison without trial after
the Easter rebellion in 1916. She has a rare gift of simple eloquent speech and has
, made her own tragedy count not only in the fight for Irish freedom but in the

fight against militarism everywhere.

This article, written early in January, came

through to THE LIBERATOR unopened by the Censor.)

HAT the “ Mother of Parliaments,” as the British
House of Commons describes itself, is moribund is the
outstanding feature of the recent general election. It was a
“snap " election purposely hastened on by Lloyd George in
the hope (which has been realized) that he and his party
would be triumphantly returned. The old House having
sat long beyond its appointed time, its life prolonged arti-
ficially as a “ war measure ” had become hopelessly unrepre-
sentative and fossilized. Lloyd George seized the happy mo-
ment of the armistice followed by “ victory ” jubilations to
rush the election. His election platform was simple to bald-
ness—‘ Hang the Kaiser,” “ Make the Germans Pay ” and
“ Rapid Demobilization.”

The Coalition romped home with an enormous majority.
How can it be explained? The franchise had bedn consider-
ably widened, extended to most men of twenty-one and
to women over thirty. The franchise is still based on
property in Great Britain, one of the many remnants of
feudalism still surviving in that country. For the first time
absent voters were allowed to vote, the soldiers and sailors
on active service being accorded the privilege, while C. O’s
were disfranchised.. But the privilege was rendered nugatory
in most cases by red tape and official chicanery. A very small
percentage of soldiers and sailors used their votes, there being
a general feeling of resentment among them at the ““ rushed ”
election. Many of them, owing to change of quarters, did
not receive their voting papers in time to record their vote.
In many cases the soldiers received merely .the paper with the
names of the candidates without any guidance in the form of
election addresses or literature as to who was who, while in
many cases there was strong canvassing from the superior
officers who put pressure on the men to vote Coalition. Re-
sult, indifference or hostility. Many soldiers refrained from
voting, many deliberately spoiled the ‘ballot-paper by writing
across it ““ we want to go home ” or some such device, while
many elected their candidate for some entirely flippant reason,
regarding the whole thing as a huge game—and perhaps they
were not far wrong. One major, to my knowledge, voted
for a candidate called ““ Kelly ” because he ‘ knew several
decent fellows called Kelly.”

It is estimated that only about sixty per cent of the entire
voters recorded their vote. Never was such a ““ quiet ” elec-

tion. "It might be described in. Britain as a sullen affair.
The women voters, however, seem to have exercised the new
franchise pretty thoroughly—in fact, this has been called a
woman’s election. In most constituencies women were nearly
thirty per cent of the electorate, while in Irish constituencies
they were usually even more, reaching often fifty per cent.
In Ireland there is a much larger average of women than
men. In all cases women were eager to exercise their new
privilege.
sibly many supported him under the mistaken impression that
he was mainly responsible for the granting of the vote to
them. The fact of the age limit, restricting. women voters
to thirty probably helped the Coalition, for older women, like
older men, are more usually conservative in habit of mind.
In Britain the women seem certainly (from whatever reason)
to favor Coalition, while in Ireland they are predominantly
Sinn Fein. Had the youngér women possessed the vote in
Ireland on the same basis as the younger men did Sinn Fein
would have won still more seats—possibly eighty, instead of
seventy-three—and would in all cases have greatly increased
Sinn Fein majorities. If, as the French say, ““ ce qui femme
veut Dieu veut ™ holds good it seems evident that Providence
in Britain is Coalition, while Providence in Ireland favors
an independent Republic.

Nothing can more clearly .show the inherent differences

. between the two peoples than the result of this election

which swings Britain to reaction and Toryism and Ireland
to the opposite extreme, the subversion of constitutionalism.
Ireland is more unanimous for Sinn Fein and a Republic
than Britain is for Lloyd George and a dictatorship. "And

the largest party elected to the British Parliament after the

Coalition is Sinn Fein, so that, as 2 wag has humorously put
it, if the Coalition loses the confidence of the country the
King will have to ask Mr. De Valera, the Sinn Fein leader,

to form a ministry, as the head of the largest opposition party -

is expected by parliamentary procedure to do in case the gov-
ernment fails.

The House of Commons when it meets (probably in
the end of February) will be shorn of many of its his-
toric figures, the casualties on all sides being enormous.
John Dillon and Tim Healy go into exile (the one invelun-
tary, the other voluntary), with Liberals of the older school

Lloyd George bid openly for their favor and pos--
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(most of them former cabinet ministers), such as Mr. As-
quith, Sir John Simon, Mr. McKenna, Mr. Runciman, Mr.
Masterman, labor leaders such as Mr. Henderson, inde-
pendents and pacifists (1. L. P.) like Philip Snowden, Ram-
say McDonald, George Lansbury (editor of the Herald),
Brailsford (author of “ Steel and Gold "), Joseph King, the
champion “ questioner.” Sixteen women candidates, many of
_ the mest notable women of the hour, ran—Mrs. Despard,
the veteran Socialist and femininist, Christabel Pankhurst,
Mrs. Pethick Lawrence, Mary MacArthur, but all were
defeated. The only woman returned is the “ rebel Count-
ess,” Constance de Marcievicz, the Sinn Fein leader, who
fought under James Connolly in Easter week and who was
condemned to be shot but given penal servitude instead.
Constance Marcievicz, M. P., is now in Holloway Jail.

One thing is certain through all these changes and uncer-
tainties and that is that English Liberalism which under
Gladstone and Campbell-Bannerman played a not unworthy
role in the past is forever gone and, as far as the present
generation Is concerned, it is unlamented, for it lost by its
abandonment of its own principles. And its chief executioner
is Mr. Lloyd George, who is mainly responsible for its un-
dermining and subsequent downfall.

The general result of this election will be to divert pro-
gressives from thoughts of political to thoughts of industrial
or direct action. Already there are signs that organized labor
may yet ‘“exercise a veto more absolute than that of the
House of Lords,” the weapon of. the general strike. People
have discovered quick remedies and short-cuts during the war,
and the demobilized soldier on his return will be apt to be-
come impatient of Parliamentary tactics.

In fact signs are not wanting that Mr. Lloyd George may
find his overwhelming majority an unwieldy white elephant,
that his triumph is nominal rather than real and not like to be
enduring. The extreme Tory wing will sway the councils
df the government overmuch. It is probably owing to this
consciousness that the opening of Parliament is being delayed
on various pretexts.

But the chief lesson of the General Election is that Ireland
has put her case for self-determination and has declared with
a huge majority in favor of that principle, a principle to
assert which the United States entered the war. This

' was the one issue on which the election was fought
in Ireland, whether or not Ireland desired to remain within
the British Empire. The noes have it. Even the province
of Ulster has returned a majority in favor of self-determina-
tion. There is, in fact, a much larger minority against self-
determination in Bohemia (thirty-five per cent) than in Ire-
land. In Alsace-Lorraine, out of 19,000,000, 350,000 repre-
sent the Teutonic minorify. In Bosnia there is a power-
ful Mahommedan section numbering over one-third of the
entire population. In Russian Poland there is but sixty-four
per cent of Poles. Ireland with her seventy per cent Sinn
Fein has therefore a stronger case for self-determination than
any of these small nations.

Of the newly-elected Sinn Fein members forty are in Eng-
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lish or Irish jails, mostly without trial, while about a dozen
more are “ on the run,” wanted on various “‘sedition” charges.
Two were arrested since election, Cathal Brugha, M. P. for
Tipperary, for giving his name in Irish to the police, and Mr.
William Sears, Mayo editor of the “ Enniscorthy Echo,”
for an “ inflammatory >’ speech. The Sinn Fein election di-
rector was arrested in the middle of the election campaign
and interned (without charge) in England, Sinn Fein elec-
tion addresses and literature were seized by the police during
the campaign, meetings to select candidates were in some casgs
dispersed by the police as * illegal assemblies,” and Sinn Fein
funerals have also recently been declared * illegal assemblies ”
by the authorities, while the whistling of certain airs has also
caused arrests and people have even been taken up for “ sedi-
tious dancing” and illegal “ fishing in prohibited areas.”
West Cork has been declared a “ prohibited area.” and it is
still necessary to obtain a passport to enter any part of it.
Above six hundred men and women of all classes and creeds
(countesses, university professors, shopkeepers, farmers,
schoolboy scouts, ballad-singers, musicians, cartoonists, law-
yers, poets, stonecutters, farmers, shop-girls, editors, printers)
have been arrested and held on various charges. Recently
Australian and Colonial soldiers have been put under arrest
by the military police for wearing Sinn Fein badges, the
jails through the country are full to overflowing, and in Bel-
fast recently complaints were made that the ordinary crimi-
nals were being overcrowded owing to the inrush of  po-
liticals.” At Christmas under the leadership of Austin Stack,
M. P. for Kerry, the “politicals ” as a protest against the
ill-treatment of one of their number, Sean Dolan, M. A,,
took possession of one entire wing of the prison and “ held
up ” the authorities for several days until certain demands
were conceded by the government. On Jan. sth, “ Prison-
ers' Sunday” was celebrated throughout Ireland, over
300 meetings being held for the purpose of calling atten-
tion to the continued detention in prison of Sinn Feiners and
to demand their release. Many have now been held in
custody since May last.

In general once again the recent elections have shown that
Ireland on social and economic questions is far ahead of Great
Britain—as far ahead as both countries are behind the rest of
Europe. In fact Ireland would certainly make a much better
hand at governing Great Britain than Great Britain can ever
make at governing Ireland. In many reforms Ireland has
already led the way. Ireland disestablished the church fifty
years ago while Britain talks about doing it—sometime. Ire-
land abolished her feudal landlord system many years ago

-after a fierce agrarian agitation and is now -free of. the

“ squire-and-parson ” incubus that Britain still grumbles
about. The Irish University system is more democratic
than the British, especially where women are concerned.
British women, denied forty years ago medical degrees and
training in their own country, had both freely granted by the
Dublin college, and today the women still barred out from
degrees in Oxford and Cambridge have those conferred on
them by the Dublin University. Ireland recently defeated
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the threat of conscription by 'a one-day strike when everyone
“downed tools” throughout the land, and thus gave an
object lesson to the rest of the world as to how militarism
could be successfully resisted without resort to bloodshed or
violence. And when, in 1916, Ireland proclaimed her re-
public she was the first nation to establish by public procla-
mation absolute equality in citizenship to women and to
men on the same basis. Since then Russia appears to have fol-
lowed her example, but the democracies of Great Britain and
th€ United States have not yet democratized themselves thus
far. And now Ireland is the first to perceive the futility of
Parliamentariansim by pledging her Sinn Fein members to
a policy of “abstention ” or strike, a policy which may ere
long be taken up by other progressive parties. As a witty
Irish writer puts it, just as Parnell and his followers helped
to shake “the House ” by attending it and obstructing
business, so the new Sinn Fein party may help to “ bring
down the House "—by abstention. Most prophets give
- Lloyd George’s Parliament from six months to a year of
life. And after that—who knows?
*  ®  *  * %

Since the above was written the situation regarding de-
mobilization has already reached an acute stage. One of
'Lloyd George’s points for electors was “ speedy demobiliza-
tion,” but now it appears that this promise was not intended
to be taken literally, no more than the rest of the pro-
gramme and now the chief obstacle to demobilization is the
government machinery itself. France has already demobi-
- lized a large part of her army on a common sense and simple
plan, namely, that those first called out should be the first
disbanded. Britain seems to have adopted the opposite plan
—if she can be said to have any, namely, that those last
called should be the first sent home. The last men to be
drafted for service were called “pivotal,” it being asserted
that these were almost indispensable. In some cases no
doubt they were, but in many it was personal “pull” or
political strategy which usually worked the miracle and made
them “pivotal.” In France such men were called *“ embus-
qués.” Having succeeded in keeping out as long as possible,
these men by the same methods manage to be “recalled ”
as quickly as possible and their recall causes much discon-
tent in the breasts of the older conscripts.

It is hardly surprising, therefore, that the men are begin-
ning to take the matter into their own hands and to disre-
gard red tape and Parliament in favor of direct action. And
this is but-a sign that everywhere people are turning aside
from the talking shops and seeking salvation outside of and
over the heads of Parliament. The recent overwhelming
victory of the Coalition, therefore, may mean in the end but
a hastening of doom and dissolution.

(We add this letter from Dr. Maloney to bring the story
of Ireland up to date.)

EAR MR. FLOYD DELL:
I have just read your wonderful article on
“JIrish Freedom,” and am sending it out to the

THE LIBERATOR

. Irish papers for reproduction. You have probably
noted that a Soviet Govt.- has ‘been declared in
Belfast, the heart of that Ulster which drew its
vital force from the Empire. You have also noted
perhaps that the N. Y. World, Feb. 4, reports
tanks and armored cars ‘en route’ for Belfast to
reassert Imperial dominion over the new Soviet.
Carson has very low visibility just at present.
General French (with Gough) will not hesitate to
ficht the common people of Belfast although he
mutinied rather than march against the TUlster
Bourgoisie in 1914. The Irish Republic has ap-
pealed to thé soldiers of the British Army in Ire-
land asking the soldiers to go home peacefully and
pointing out that the interests of the soldiery and
of the Irish people are identical and inseparable.
The proclamation to the soldiers winds up thus:
“You enlisted to fight for the freedom of the op-
pressed. Your masters have placed you in Ireland
where you are the greatest menace to that freedom.
If in the name of freedom you must shoot, go home
to Britain.”

Congratulations and heartiest thanks for the most
stimulating article on Ireland I have ever seen in
the American Press.

Yours sincerely,
WiLLiam J. MALONEY.
Feb. 4, 1919.

And Jesus Said—

N a full page press-advertisement under this title, a

heart-rending plea is made for help to the suffering
Armenians and Syrians, who have been ‘ pitilessly murdered:
and barbarously deported ” from the towns in which they
lived.

“ Deported ?” cries this eloquent appeal. “ Yes, but what
a euphemism for the most heartless and relentless cruelty.
Deportation means the loss of home, business property, and
every personal possession. It means being driven into desert
places, forced to march at the point of the bayonet until
strength is exhausted; it means being refused shelter, food,
drink; it means being subjected to outrage and calculated
cruelty.”

And the signature at the bottom of this appeal is *“ Cleve-

-land H. Dodge, Treasurer.”

Cleveland H. Dodge, of the Arizona Copper Trust, to
protect whose profits 1500 American citizens were deported
from Bisbee, Arizona, with *“ heartless and relentless
cruelty,” with ““loss of home, business property, and every
personal possession,” were “ refused shelter, food, -drink,”
were ‘‘subjected to outrage and calculated cruelty” and.
were ‘‘ driven into desert places,” and left there, with the
tacit approval of Cleveland H. Dodge, to root for them-
selves. .





