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CONNOLLY AND THE REVOLUTIONARY

ARTY

In the experience of the Irish workirg class, the role of the Leninist
party hes not been gre.t. That this has been so is no nccident any more than was
Russia's development of such n form of org:risation .nd it8 enjoymert of that ors-
anis tion's success, The compirative couses of Russia's achievement 2nd Irelardts
frilure lie in the two countrics' different levels of ecoromic development, The
highly sociilised,(if not, relative to total populition, large) Russisn proletariat
was morc suited to develop its socinlist consciousness than w-os the workins cluss
of Ireland. The latter's most socialised clements (in Ulster) had their division of
skills reinforced by the riligious issuc. .s - whole its members lost their natural
leaders on the emigrant ships. The Russian working cl-ss produced the Bolshevik
Party ; its comrades in Ircland could not (until faced with the example of October
1917 ) advance buyond the I.T.G.W.U. .nd the Irish Citizen Army. Except for brief
periods, the Irish worker could not look for rcvolutionary leadcréhip to any van-
fuard political body, whether for his dwn island alons or for hoth the Briticsh Isles,

This last point is rclcvant. In Conrolly's time, all Irclard w-s port of
the single Stote of the United Kingdom. There was the possibility th.t a revolution=-
ary purty wmight develop to lead the workcrs of both Britain and Ireland. Such a de-
velepment would have bce»_i¥ }ine with the organisational etrategy of Bolshevism,
which Trotsky summed up as follows$ "iherces in nationally homogeuscus shates the

" bourgcois rovolutions developed powerfnl cuntripetal tendeneics, rallying to the

idea of overcoming purticul-rism, as ir Frunce, or overcoming natior-l disunior,

as in Italy and Germany - in nationnlly heterogencous states on the contrary, such

as Turkey, Russic,sustri~~Hung ry, the belated bourscois revolutior released conte
rifugnl forces. In spite of the apparent cohtrarinuss of these processcs when cxyrc=
ssed irn mech:nieal torms, their historical fumetion whs the same, In both cascs it
Wos a qucstioﬁ of using the naticnal writy os .2 fundwmental industrial rescrvoir.
Germany had for this pupposc to be united, iLustria-Hungary to be divided,.Lornin

cnrly learned thne inevitobility of this development of centrifusal national move-
menygs in Russia, and for many years stubhornly fought most particularly against

Rosa Luxemburg - for that famcus paragraph nine of the old party programme which
formulated the right of nations to self determination - that is, to complete separat-
ion as states. In this, the Bolshevik Party did not by any means undetdke an evangel
of separation, It merely assumed an obligation tc strusgle implacably against every
form of national oppression, including the forcible retention of this or that natl?n—
ality within the boundaries of the gencral state. Only in this way could the Russian
proletariat gradually win the confidence of the oppressed nationalities.

"But that was only onc side of the matter. The policy of Bolsheviam in
the national sphere had also another side, apparcntly contradictcery to the first
but in reality supplementink it, Within the fromework of tbe;party. an@ of ?he WOEE;
crg! organisations in genoqal,ﬂﬁoshgxigm_insiﬁiﬁdmnnon_a_rlﬂld‘centraljmm_ e s -
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Worring: acinst every taint of nation:lism which might set the workers one arainst
the other or disunite them. While flatly rcfusing to the bourgecis states the richt
to imposc compulsory citizenship, or even a state lansuace upej a national minority -
Bolshevism at the same time made it a verily sacred task to unite as closely as
Possible, by means of voluntary class discipline, the workers of different nrtional-
itiess Thus it flatly rejected the national-fedcration principle in bhuildin;: the
party: & revolutionnry orgonisation is not the preototype of the future state, but
merely the instrument for its crcation. An instrument o ht to be adapted to fash-
icning; the product; it ought not t- include the product. Thus a centraliscd orian-
isation can gusrantee the success of revolutionnry strusle - even where the task is
to destroy the centralised oppression of nationalities.” - History of the Russian
Revolution, Vol. III p.p. 40-41, Sphere Beoks Ltd. London, 1967. (PreSert writer's
en@hasisi

"In contrast to this, it is a good iden - following the method of cont-
rasts - to compare it with the policy of the Austrian social democrnts, Bolshevism
bascd itsclf upon the assumption of an outbresk of nntional revolutions contiruing
for decades to come, and instructed the aflvanced workers in this spirit. The Austrian
social democracy, on the centrary, submissively accomodated itself to the policy of
the rulin, class; it defended the compulsory co-citizenship of ten nations in the
Austro-Hungarian monarchy, and at the same time, being absclutely ineapnble of
achievin: a revelutionary union of the workers of these different noticnalities,
fencéd them off in the party and in the trade unions with vertical partitions.”

Ibid P. 59, emphasis as before,

"History hos provided on incormaurable checkup of the two policies on the
notiontl question. Whercens hustria~Hungs s5oxy, whose prolotariat was cducated ir the
spirit of 2 cownrdly halfway policy y went 2ll to picces under o formnl shake-up, nnd
morcover the initintive in this process w.s taken in the mnin uy the notional sect-
ions of the Social Dumocrntic party, in Russia on the ruins of Czarisa a now stto
composed of nntionalitics hos been fornd, and hoe been eloscly welded togcther hwth
ceonvmicnlly and pcliticnlly by the Folshevilk Prrty,

ohetever vy be the furthor destimy »f the Sevict Union - and it is
still for frow o quict haven - the notional pelicy of Lenin will find its ploce
amon; the eternnl tr:.surce of wonkind " Ibid P. 62.

THE SYTLLBIRTH OF UnITED KI:GDOM BOLSIEVISH.

though less drumntic, the notion~l pelicy of tho revoluticonary 107t of
the British Islcs befrre Octoboer 1917, w2y Ve @8 tuch 8 that of the lustro-Hunrri-n
Sceinl Democrates, n example of how not to go about it The only Inbour pelitienl
croanisstion that tricd to bridoe the Irish S,w vos the petit bourccdis and roform-
ist Independent Lobour Party. For tho remninder, so {nr wire circunmcstoncoes from thrsc
of Czarist Ruesin, that it whe o sign of proerSb rother than otherwisce for Sccinlicts
to forn scperate crginis-tions for Srit in anl Irelond - not ~nly ir the politienl,
but alsc in the industri 1l sphere. This was chowm by thc foct that in forming the
I.T.G:W.U., Juncs Loxrkin wes not only broeakis fron: British but froo burcrucratic
control By his net he created the micleus of whet would Yo the lenling: poce-setter
in indus trlal action in the British Isles for yenrs to cone, ovon ~ftor 1918, In the
Dritish Isles, the situntion wms an early monifestotion of whnt wos B pv@“* 2 fre-
quent internationnl oceccurrcrce throwh the twenticth cerbury s the undevelened wotking:
class of the celony, advancing and ocutpocing the ancient netropelitan proletﬁrlxt.
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and bYlesscel by Lmerican copitalism. The constitetion 1 feris th-t the
B.1.C.0. ‘ismisses centemptucusly ( Ihic, pp 5-6) cxpress - politieal wve-lity
thot livides state power in the -ritish Telos ~e it “oee not hetweon inelan?
anl walcs an? Scotlanl,

Jut, then, why o 32 county scetiin ? Surcly the 3,1.C0.0. is correct when
it saoys ( i, p 5 ) "If only the conetitutional feori of the stote is t~kon into
account, it lea's tc o Unite! Kir.:lom party, which inelucs Horthern Irclan:,

il oo party of Scuthern Irclante, Suporficinlly purhinps, it is correct, hut hore
tov we arc ¢ lin- with - peliticnl renlity, =n? one thot wis not unknowr to the
Jolsheviks. The Northoern Irish,Protcstanrs.bqﬂ:thcir own state power yntil 1972,
If the current crisis enls witheut 2 Proletarian Revolution, they will endoy it
o, 0dne Their suberlin.tion to Sritain was notod nere in the ceonsriic than in. the
militnryigm:thd*politioml Ficlls. As fr as the mechniics of sfnte POCWT Wng
concerncl, the -Unicnists het o frec hon'l teo 1969, 207 o consilerahle influcnee

to 1972 Lo (ically then, 1t mi, ht be c-rneclule ! thot the..cory
aticn-wauld be thot, of the Stoliniste up till 19705 cne Co
the 8ix onl the Pwunty -Six Countics,

et form of ormnia-
munist Party each for

JHere nadm,  there is n sna, ¢ the relntiondhip of forees in the Six
Courntice menns th&tﬁa'WQrkers' Reputlic Of Herthern Irelan® with any re-l
authority overp that territory coull uxist only, ns o catnlyst for Revelution
~olnr or stagce., The smoshis, Cof Orande power will o as neceestry o prret of the
Irish Revoluticn ne will Lo the lestruetion of 211 moro lircetly clerienl power
of 211 Kmominations, borthern Irclon? (mot Just its Prrlicmert) is p expression
of Oror ¢ power 520y successful revelutilw will sweep it vy, The tetrtorsnin
of the proletoriat in Irclon? will cover 211 32 courtivs, whether Ly thumsclves,
o s opart of o creater. proletericn unit of the sritish Isles, Burono, or as we
intend, os scon as pcesible the whole w:rll. T

It is .these facts thot lecile our territorinl basig of rosndention,

( To be cineloler )




