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Introductory Note

The documents contained in this Volume (Volume No. XIV)
relate to significant political developments in India in the
year 1970.

During this year the Right Communist Party and the Bangla
Congress, who were carrying on a conspiracy to topple the
Second United Front Government in West Bengal, took open
position and it was clear that in this game they were serving
the interests of the Indian National Congress. The Commu-
nist Party of India (Marxist) took effective steps to demon-
strate its mass support in order to dissuade the conspirators
determined to topple the United Front Government of West
Bengal and damage the consolidation of the Left forces. The
Plenum of West Bengal State Committee of the Communist
Party of India (Marxist) was held in February, 1970 to take
stock of the whole situation and to demonstrate before the
conspirators that the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
were fully aware of the danger confronted by the United
Front Government. During the Second United Front Govern-
ment Police was not allowed to interfere in Trade Union and
Democratic Movement of West Bengal and this created a
tremendous impact. In the Labour Front and Agricultural
Front rapid progress was made all over West Bengal—in
realising legitimate demands and also in imparting political
consciousness. In this background a call was given to the
people of West Bengal from the Plenum of the West Bengal
State Committee of CPI(M) to retain and defend their earned
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rights and this call received tremendous response. At the
call of CPI(M) a massive rally was also held at the Brigade
Parade Ground, Calcutta, on 15th March, 1970 with the par-
ticipation of millions of people. But despite this demon-
stration of public support the conspirators under the leader-
ship of Ajoy Mukherjee, the Chief Minister of the United
Front Government betrayed the people of West Bengal
and tendered resignation on March 16, 1970 bringing an
abrupt end to the Second United Front Government in West
Bengal.

Many documents are included in this Volume which will
reveal how the Polit Bureau and the Central Committee of
the Communist Party of India (Marxist) assessed the impli-
cations of the sinister game of the Right Communist Party
and the Bangla Congress backed by the Indian National
Congress. It is pertinent to mention here that during this
period the Communist Party of India (Marxist) being the
biggest partner of the United Front Government of West
Bengal was tremendously increasing its mass base and po-
litical influence over the people of the State and to deter
this development the Indian National Congress executed their
conspiratorial move with the help of the Right Communist
Party and the Bangla Congress and brought an end to the
Second United Front Government of West Bengal. It is also
relevant to note here that Indira Gandhi who split the Indian
National Congress in 1969 on the issue of presidential elec-
tion giving the impression that she was fighting against the
reactionary Syndicate Congress, did not change the class
outlook of the erstwhile Indian National Congress and con-
tinued the most reactionary and anti-people policy.

Another major development of this year is the split in
AITUC and formation of the Centre of Indian Trade Unions
(CITU). S. A. Dange was pursuing the policy of class coll-
aboration in AITUC and was opposing all militant struggles
of the working class and refused to run the organization
along democratic lines. As a result, AITUC ceased to be-
come a platform of ‘United Struggle’ against the employees
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and the monopolists. In fact Dange and his associates be-
came a pawn in the hands of the ruling Congress Party to
disrupt the militant trade union movement in India. In this
situation the historic necessity arose for formation of a separate
trade union centre to carry on militant struggles of the working
class in India and to fulfil this historic need the Centre of
Indian Trade Unions was formed in May, 1970 in a confer-
ence in Calcutta. All relevant documents of this develop-
ment are included in this Volume.

Documents are also included in this Volume to highlight
the anti-people policies of the Achutha Menon Government
in Kerala, saddled in power with the support from the Indian
National Congress, which formulated all its anti-people policies
to serve the interests of the Indian National Congress. A
Fact Finding Mission was sent to Kerala by the Communist
Party of India (Marxist) which submitted a revealing report
on the anti-people activities of the Achutha Menon Govern-
ment and this report also forms a part of this Volume. Docu-
ments are also given in this Volume covering analysis on the
election held in Kerala in 1970.

Mobilisation of the masses was organized by the Com-
munist Party of India (Marxist) in protest against attacks on
the people in Kerala by the Achutha Menon Government
and on the people of West Bengal under President’s rule and
these protest movements took massive shape.

The statements and the resolutions of the Polit Bureau
and the Central Committee of the Communist Party of India
(Marxist) included in this Volume will reveal as to how vari-
ous national and international developments of 1970 were
viewed and assessed by our Party and the steps taken by our
Party to educate the people and organize them in various
movements.

The semi-fascist terror created in West Bengal by the
Congress Government at the Centre had its beginning in
1970 and the Naxalites were also utilised for this purpose.
Comrade Jiban Maity, a Secretariat Member of Howrah District
Committee of CPI(M) was murdered by the Naxalites when
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he was seventy years old. This Volume contains documents
on these developments also.

I am confident that the readers will find the documents of
this Volume interesting and useful for their assessment of
the political realities in India in 1970.

(JYOTI BASU)
January 8, 1998 Chief Editor



Foreword

No other party, except ours, had a concrete and correct estimation
of the split in the Congress party. The CPI(M) had constantly been
warning against any illusion on that score. Fact of life and expe-
rience, in a span of a few months, had demonstrated this infallible
assessment. As for the Congress, the thin line of political demar-
cation between its Syndicate and Indicate wings was facing com-
plete erosion in the developments on the heels of the split. Basi-
cally, the difference between the two, was of tactics, how to meet
the challenge that had emerged after the formation of the United
Front ministries in Kerala and West Bengal, and of the rising
movement of the people across the country. The faceless CPI on
the spur of the moment jumped into it using the split by sedu-
lously putting out the thesis that Indira Gandhi’s wing of the
Congress i.e. the Indicate representing the progressive national
bourgeoisie in opposition to monopoly capitalism and imperialist
forces. All that they were doing was to trail behind the Congress
in the name of fighting rightist forces, thus harming the demo-
cratic movement, the line advocated by them since early fifties.
Conveniently, they were oblivious of the fact that while the Syn-
dicate and their accomplices like Swatantra Party and Jana Sangh
posed a great danger to democracy, secularism and integrity of the
country, the ruling Congress wing and its government at the Cen-
tre were, in no uncertain terms, found compromising with all kinds
of divisive forces, attacking the democratic forces as before and
pursuing anti-people policies atoning with the deteriorating eco-
nomic situation.
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This Volume contains a number of documents that exposed
the deceitful character of the Indicate Congress, the serious
danger by the Syndicate-Jana Sangh-Swatantra combine as well
as the disrupting role of the CPI.

This was the period when the United Front Government of
West Bengal was passing through acute crisis because of the
betraying role of the Bangla Congress, a breakaway faction of
the Congress which joined the U.F. in 1967, and that its mem-
bers colluded with the Congress to topple the first U.F. Gov-
ernment was known to all. The CPI who, right from the begin-
ning, visibly confined themselves to act solely against the CPI(M),
provided active support to and often engineered disruptive
activities with an eye to forming a mini-front in West Bengal
in the line of Kerala. The other major partners Forward Bloc,
SUC and PSP fell in line with the treacherous game of the
CPI], forgetting the grave consequences that such a course would
entail to the democratic movement.

Remarkable in this period was the massive and spontaneous
strike-struggles against this conspiracy instigated by the Cen-
tral government led by Indira Gandhi in the teeth of which all
attempts at forming mini-front got frustrated. President’s rule
was imposed after the resignation of Ajoy Mukherjee as the
Chief Minister, the leader of the Bangla Congress. Even though
the rest of the parties in the United Front had comfortable
majority to continue in government, it was of no avail because
of the resistance of the other partners of the U.F. The fall of
the U.F. Government, thus, was followed by a further spate of
reign of semi-fascist terror directed mainly against the CPI(M).
The tremendous advance of the Communist Party of India
(Marxist) among the people of both West Bengal and Kerala
during the last couple of years was, in fact, the source of panic
in the enemy camp and became an eye-sore for different petty-
bourgeois parties which were fast losing their influence on the
masses for their opportunistic role in the midst of the ongoing
political crisis.

The success and onward march of the CPI(M) against all
odds lies in their adherence to flexibility in tactics and
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uncompromising in theory that was tested on all occasions.
While holding far more strength than others in the United
Front, CPI(M) had agreed to give up Chief Ministership to
Bangla Congress for the sake of preserving unity of the United
Front and serving the interests of the common people.

In sixties and seventies the struggles of the working class
had widened enormously and many gains were achieved. The
working class had been facing a severe attack because of the
perpetuating crisis and recession. The trade union movement
was yet to seize hold of the objective that they should go out
of the boundary of the economic struggle and engage the en-
tire working class to assert against the rule of the capitalists
and landlords, against imperialism and in the final count they
had to replace the present system by a state of people’s democ-
racy. All this depended on the firm unity of the working class,
the mass of the agricultural workers, poor peasants and the
working masses in general. The reformist and revisionist lead-
ership of various central trade union organisations always seek
to confine the working class struggle to the narrow orbit of
economic demands, and even here, divested of all class con-
sciousness. More often than not, the powerful workers’ strug-
gles were seen to be betrayed. It was under the difficult cir-
cumstances of constant attack of capitalists and their govern-
ment at the Centre, fratricidal conflicts, perpetual betrayal of
the reformist and revisionist leaders that the working class had
to carry on their struggle for their immediate demands and
assert themselves in the democratic movement. The working
class in West Bengal and Kerala played a very big role in
defending the United Front Governments there and also facing
atrocious attacks from the Congress, police and vested inter-
ests. In this background the formation of the Centre of Indian
Trade Unions was of historical importance. When all efforts to
maintain the unity of the working class on the path of class
struggle and democratic functioning of the trade unions failed,
in the interests of militant trade union struggle the formation
of Centre of Indian Trade Unions (CITU) on all India level
was inescapable. Subsequent developments went to vindicate
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the steps taken and with the slogan of unity and struggle CITU
emerged as a symbol of unifying the working class.

As far as Kisan movement is concerned, it is to be noted
that, India is the biggest under-developed country in the world,
the importance of the agricultural labour and peasant move-
ment as a firm ally of the working class cannot be underesti-
mated. In fact, the question of agrarian social structure is cen-
tral to any discussion on economic and social development
today. The study of changes in the agrarian relations is of
fundamental importance whether one is analysing the political
situation or economic and social structure. Thus the agrarian
question remains the foremost national question for the time.
The questions of self-sufficiency in foodgrains and valuable
raw materials for industry, lifting millions of rural poor out of
their present life of misery and starvation, expansion of the
internal market—to serve the growing national industry, to get
out of the age-old backwardness—all depend on the solution
of this problem. The reason for the backwardness lies in the
land relation and the government policy of building capitalism
in alliance with landlordism. During this time the agricultural
labourers, poor peasants and the rural population in general
were able to win many gains by powerful movements not only
in Kerala and West Bengal but also in different parts of the
country. The land reforms in West Bengal and Kerala contrary
to the rest of India had had a big impact on the peasant move-
ment in general.

This is the period when subversion of democracy in West
Bengal and large-scale atrocities in Kerala was going on. Re-
sults of mid-term elections in Kerala, contrary to the false and
mischievous propaganda of the ruling Congress party and its
mini-front allies, conclusively proved that CPI(M), far from
being isolated from the people, has emerged as the biggest
political force in the state, enjoying the confidence of the ever-
increasing sections of the workers, peasants and other demo-
cratic classes. The thirty per cent of the votes polled and 32
seats won by the CPI(M) and its independents, in the teet of
combined opposition of the ruling classes and their servitors
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go to demonstrate how the political line of the CPI(M) had
scored tremendous success. Mention must be made of the fact
that in 1967 there was a comprehensive united front of the Left
and other parties but in 1970 this anti-Congress direction veered
into an anti-CPI(M) position. And in this anti-Marxist alliance,
were ganged up the Congress, Muslim League, CPI, the RSP,
the Catholic church, the big landlords and the Nair Service
Society. The anti-Communist press and political leaders were
so vociferous that the CPI(M) and its democratic allies had
been routed and buried consequent to the result of the Kerala
polls. The single aim of this propaganda was to divide and
frustrate the fighting people everywhere but the facts spoke the
contrary.

Notwithstanding the repressive President’s rule in West Bengal,
a powerful movement was launched all over the state of West
Bengal demanding immediate poll. Nobody can fail to see the
diabolical game of the Congress Government of engineering
murderous attacks by the so-called naxalites on the leaders and
cadres of the CPI(M), and then porting them as “armed clashes”
between the naxalites and the CPI(M) to draw support for the
imposition of the Preventive Detention Act and other draconian
laws. The government on the one hand was organising planned
infiltration of thousands of notorious anti-social elements into
the naxalites and on the other was shooting down some of
them while in custody or when they over-stepped the imposed
limits. It was the CPI(M) which was the target of unprec-
edented attack both from the revisionist and naxalite extrem-
ists, other Left parties and also from the other ruling class
because of its persistent role of defending democracy and the
people’s movement. This Volume contains documents relating
to our stand at this critical juncture.

(Harkishan Singh Surjeet)

General Secretary
January 17, 1998 Communist Party of India (Marxist)
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1

The Current Political Developments

Statement dated January 5, 1970 issued ’
by the Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) in Calcutta

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
which met in Calcutta from January 1 to 4, 1970, issued the
following statement on the current political developments :

The two rival Congress meets at Ahmedabad and Bombay
during the last week of December 1969 have finally put
their seal on the split of the ruling Congress party. This
development, coming as it does in the wake of a deepening
economic-political crisis and taking place in the premier
political party of the bourgeois-landlord classes, is having a
far-reaching impact on the political life of the country. The
process of polarization of political forces that was on between
the Congress and its bankrupt path of capitalism on the one
hand and the anti-Congress democratic forces with their
alternative people’s democratic path on the other, is now
sought to be replaced by a new disruptive process of
polarization around the two rival Congress parties and their
political platforms. Thus the eruption of the economic-political
crisis and the consequent undermining of the ruling Congress
party’s unity has not only opened up new big opportunities
for the revolutionary working class and its democratic allies
for a rapid advance but it has also posed new threats of
disruption of democratic unity gained so far in the course of
prolonged struggles carried against the regime and its anti-
people policies. Along with the open feud among the ruling
class parties and particularly between the two rival wings of

*Published in “People’s Democracy”, Calcutta, January 11, 1970
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the Congress party, a new anti-Communist offensive is launched
by the reaction and its servitors, directing the main fire against
the Communist Party of India (Marxist) and the United Fronts
in which it plays a vital role.

The Communist Party of India (Marxist) has been con-
sistently upholding the view that the two opposing lines of
the Syndicate Congress and the anti-Syndicate Congress do
not represent two fundamentally different class interests but
represent only two variations of the same bourgeois-land-
lord class line which they have come to consider as respec-
tive ways out of the present economic-political crisis. It also
has been making it absolutely clear that the Syndicate and
its projected political alliance with the Jana Sangh and
Swatantra is of an avowedly reactionary character, with the
aim of launching a frontal offensive against the rising strug-
gles of people and the growing democratic movement in
unashamed defence of Big Business, landlords and the
foreign monopolists.

A careful reading of resolutions adopted, speeches made
and the political alliances projected by the Syndicate lea-
ders at their Ahmedabad meet makes it absolutely clear that
they represent the line of extreme reactionary forces in the
country and they are out for forging a front of reaction and
counter-revolution together with the Jana Sangh and Swatantra.
Their professions about the so-called socialist objectives of
the Congress, their reiteration of the shop-soiled “Ten-Point
Programme” of the Congress, and their demagogic slogan of
agrarian reforms cannot deceive anybody, since their ag-
gressive anti-Communism, open alliance with avowedly re-
actionary parties such as the Jana Sangh and Swatantra, their
pronounced anti-Sovietism, their attack on what remains of
the foreign policy of non-alignment and peace, etc., expose
the utter hollowness of all their democratic and socialist
professions.

If any lingering doubts are left in the minds of some about
the Syndicate and the reactionary character of its projected
political line, they are being mercilessly dispelled by the
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proclamations and declarations made by the Jana Sangh and
Swatantra, the former at its Patna jamboree and the latter in its
all-India Council meeting held during the same period. An
open call for an out and out reactionary alliance is given in
order to launch a frontal offensive against the rising popular
democratic forces and the growing mass struggles.

In this connection, no decent and democratic-minded person
can afford to miss noting the dangerous slogans raised by
the Jana Sangh, the slogans of Indianisation of the Muslims
and the banning of the Communist Party. It is quite evident
that the slogan of Indianisation of Muslims is nothing short
of declaring a war of hatred against the Muslim minority in
the country, opening the floodgates to undiluted Hindu chau-
vinism and communal frenzy against the religious and com-
munal minorities. Its leader, Vajpayee, not ashamed of the
. role of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh in the dssassina-
tion of Mahatma Gandhi and in spearheading scores of anti-
Muslim riots in the country during the last several years,
has proudly declared his intimate association with this fas-
cist-orientated organisation. These slogans of Indianisation
of Muslims and ban on the Communist Party are no doubt
intended to reinforce their nakedly anti-Pakistan, anti-China,
anti-Soviet and anti-Communist policies, policies that pave
the way for fascism and the destruction of everything that is
democratic.

The Syndicate Congress and the Swatantra Party, not-
withstanding their secular pretences and advocacy of Indo-
Pakistan amity, are simply winking at this medieval Hindu
fanaticism of the Jana Sangh, and are out for an alliance
with it. The slogan of ban on the Communist Party, of course,
is nothing new either to the Jana Sangh and Swatantra or to
the leaders of the Syndicate like Nijalingappa. Their pro-
nounced anti-China, anti-Soviet stances are well known to
be repeated. These renewed and reinforced anti-Communist
attacks, as history amply demonstrates, are only a prelude to
attack on democracy all along the line, and they cannot be
dismissed as the usual ravings of these parties since they are
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coming in the midst of a grave economic-political crisis in
the country.

It is also no secret that the anti-Communism of the
Syndicate alliance is, first and foremost, directed against the
Communist Party of India (Marxist), singling it out for
systematic slander and concentrated attack. The momentary
success of the anti-CPI(M) conspiracy in Kerala has whetted
the appetite of these dark anti-Communist forces and the
entire monopolist-controlled Press is jubilantly campaigning
for it, hoping to re-enact a similar drama in West Bengal. Of
all the anti-Communist parties it is the Syndicate Congress
that is extremely happy with the disunity and disruption of
the United Fronts in Kerala and West Bengal since these two
fronts had played a crucial role in inflicting the defeat on
the Syndicate’s Presidential candidate as well as foiling the
threat of the no-confidence motion against the Indira Gandhi
Government at the Centre over the Rabat Conference issue.
If some democratic parties and groups, blinded by their anti-
CPI(M) prejudices, are unable to see this truth and are
unwittingly drawing chestnuts out of the fire for the Syndicate
alliance, they cannot escape paying heavy penalty for the
same in the days ahead.

It is obvious that the projected alliance of the Syndicate
Congress, Jana Sangh and Swatantra and the extreme reac-
tionary line it advocates, pose a serious threat to the demo-
cratic and revolutionary forces and their future advance. It
would be a grave error either to underestimate or minimise
this threat on the ground that the anti-Syndicate wing of the
Congress has managed to secure a majority in the Congress
Parliamentary Party as well as among the elected AICC
delegates. The magnitude of this impending menace can be
correctly seen only in the context of the formidable vested
interests that are behind this political line, including the
imperialist forces and their machinations against our revolu-
tionary movement.

Then coming to the Bombay session of the Congress,
viewed in the background of several radical declarations made
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by its leaders, rousing great expectations among the people,
its decisions, to put it mildly, have come as utterly
disappointing. It is true that this wing led by Indira Gandhi
has opposed the proposed reactionary alliance with the Jana
Sangh and Sawtantra by the Syndicate, and over this question
risked the split in the Congress party. It is also true that it
has expressed its opposition to the proposal of the Syndicate
for a shift of the internal and external policies of the
Government to further Right. Similarly, the resolutions of
the Bombay Congress aim at alleviating the apprehensions
of the middle and small industrialists in the urban areas as
well as the capitalist farmers in the rural side by promising
them certain concessions, of course, without seriously
prejudicing the interests of Big Business. But the economic
policies enunciated in the final resolutions go to clearly show
that they offer nothing fundamentally new and radical than
what the Congress Government was pursuing so far. Nothing
concrete is spelled out as to how it proposes to tackle the
stupendous problems of poverty, hunger and unemployment
and what its measures are to extricate the country from the
deepening economic crisis.

Not a word is mentioned about the role played by the
foreign monopoly capital which is increasingly corroding
our economy through the collaboration agreements with the
Indian monopolies. As for the latter, whose “sinister” role
was denounced by many speakers, including the mover of
the Economic Policy resolution in the Subjects Committee,
Y. B. Chavan, no concrete measures to curb its aggressive
activities have been proposed in the resolution itself. The
proposal made by the AICC panel on economic policy to
have a capital levy, which if adopted with necessary
modifications, would have helped the extension of the public
sector, was quietly dropped. Nor was there any proposal to
bring under the public sector those industries which, in terms
of the Industrial Policy Resolution of 1956, were reserved
for the public sector, not to speak of extending it further to
earn what some “Young Turk” leaders call the “lucrative
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heights”. The decision to nationalize the sugar mills in U.P,,
though welcome, does not form part of a well-thought-out
plan of extending the sphere of the public sector. Even though
a few measures of nationalisation have been proposed, such
as general insurance, “bulk import” by 1970, export by 1974,
etc., as well as the proposed abolition of privy purses to be
carried out on payment of “equitable compensation™ to be
adjudged by the judiciary, yet the proposal to take property
out of the “Fundamental Rights” has not been accepted. As
regards the proposed implementation of the land reforms,
there is nothing concrete in the direction of ending of land
concentration in the hands of four to five per cent of the
landlord families, nor any tangible measures which guarantee
the removal of the admitted defects in the implementation
machinery. The very same bureaucracy, landlords and landlord-
dominated State Governments who had been resisting the
radical land reforms and sabotaging the implementation of
the few enacted measures are relied upon to implement the
promised measures.

It is shocking to see that on the morrow of the Bombay
Congress decisions and the bombastic anti-monopolist speeches
made by the leaders at the session, the Birlas are given the
green signal to go ahead with the fertiliser factory and steel
prices are raised steeply to the detriment of several small
and medium industrialist interests.

In view of all this it would be utterly naive and totally
self-deceptive on the part of any democratic party or group
in the country to be led into the belief that the policy announced
at the Bombay Congress is either an alternative class policy
to that of the Syndicate or that it enables the country to
extricate itself from the economic-political rut it has got
into.

To add to all this, one cannot be blind to the subtle anti-
Communist manoeuvres of the Congress led by Smt. Indira
Gandhi, chiefly directed against the CPI(M) and the United
Fronts it was functioning in Kerala and West Bengal. With
a view to rallying as many political parties and break-away
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groups of the Congress behind it in opposition to the Syndicate
and its allies, and in pursuance of the political strategy of
the new polarization of forces around the two Congress-
centred alliances, it is abetting and actively encouraging the
division and disruption of these United Fronts of Kerala and
West Bengal. This plot of undermining these Fronts which
played no small role in inflicting the defeat on the Presidential
candidate of the Syndicate and its allies and in vitally
influencing the course of radical developments since the Fourth
General Elections, goes in the final analysis to strengthen
the diabolical anti-Communist strategy of the Syndicate
combine. It is quite obvious that once this anti-Communist
offensive gains momentum, it is the Syndicate’s policies that
will profit most. It is precisely the reason why the monopolist-
controlled Press is jubilantly campaigning in full support of
the police terror regime of Achutha Menon and Mohammed
Koya in Kerala and the scandalous gimmicks of the Bangla
Congress leaders against the U.F. and its Government in
West Bengal. The role that Indira Gandhi’s wing of the
Congress is playing in Kerala and West Bengal and the
complicity of the Indira Gandhi Government in deploying
the Central Reserve Police for brutal suppression of the popular
mass struggles in Kerala by the Right Communist-led Ministry
are causing pleasure to the Syndicate forces and inviting the
indignation of the democratic classes and masses who alone
count in the real anti-Syndicate struggle. This dangerous
course of the Indira Gandhi Congress and its Government
will have to be fought by the people and defeated, and the
CPI(M) invites the cooperation of all the healthy democratic
forces to discharge this task.

It is in this situation when the ruling classes are gripped
by a deepening economic-political crisis and when new big
opportunities are opened up before the working class and
other democratic forces to effectively intervene in the situ-
ation, to defeat and reverse the bankrupt class policies of
the Congress Party and Government, and to make rapid
advance, a sad spectacle of division and disruption among
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them is witnessed, much to the joy of the reactionary forces
in the country. Instead of carrying forward the unity of the
democratic forces thus far achieved in the course of long
and bitter struggles against the Congress regime and its
bourgeois-landlord policies, a craze to rally round either the
Syndicate Congress or the Indira Gandhi Congress as their
camp-followers has set in. If the Jana Sangh and Swatantra,
true to the class interests they represent, have been actively
campaigning for the Syndicate alliance, the Right Commu-
nist leadership has chosen the treacherous course of under-
mining the United Fronts in Kerala and West Bengal, while
spearheading the campaign of building the front centred around
the Indira Gandhi Congress. If the Syndicate, Jana Sangh
and Swatantra are out to exploit the bogey of ‘Communist
menace’ in order to pursue their line, the Right Communists
and their accomplices have been raising the bogey of ‘bossism’
of the CPI(M) and the danger to ‘law and order’ at its hands.
They advocate unashamed rallying behind the Indira Gandhi
Congress and her Government under the high-sounding slo-
gans and false pretext of effectively fighting against the
Syndicate menace, directing their main fire against the CPI(M)
and the Fronts it is working in, since the CPI(M) is deter-
minedly opposed to the slogan of coalition with Indira Con-
gress and its Government.

Parties like the PSP and SSP with their opportunist po-
litical lines are found caught in the crisis, some top leaders
among them either indulging in pseudo leftism, saying that
there is nothing to choose between the Syndicate and anti-
Syndicate wings of the Congress, or advocating an oppor-
tunist alliance with one or the other as it suits them on the
occasion.

It is no wonder, then, some breakaway groups from the
Congress, such as the Bharatiya Kranti Dal of Sri Charan
Singh, the Bangla Congress under Sri Ajoy Mukherjee’s
leadership, the Forward Bloc, etc., once again relapse into
their old anti-Communist prejudices while anxious to get
into the embrace of the Congress fold of Indira Gandhi,
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utterly oblivious of the devastating consequences that such
a course entails to the democratic movement.

Faced with this complex and critical political situation,
i.e., the growing threat of the Syndicate and its reactionary
allies on the one hand and the threat to the unity of the
democratic united fronts under the dangerous slogan of
polarization of political forces around the two Congress-
centred alliances on the other, the revolutionary working
class and other democratic forces will have to rise to the
occasion to meet the challenge. The CPI(M) is quite confi-
dent that the crisis and the consequent rapid mass awaken-
ing of our people will not allow either the success of the
Syndicate’s drive towards reaction and fascist dictatorship
or the nice and neat plans of the bourgeois-landlord classes
to rally the democratic forces behind their two alliances led
by the Syndicate’s and Indira Gandhi’s Congresses. The Polit
Bureau appeals to the workers, peasants and all other healthy
democratic forces to cooperate with it in its efforts to meet
the impending menace from the reactionary Syndicate alli-
ance as well as the threat of disruption of democratic united
fronts at the hands of the Indira Gandhi Congress and its
other accomplices.

The CPI(M) while reiterating its uncompromising hostility
and opposition to the Syndicate alliance and its avowedly
reactionary political line and extending its support to the
Indira Gandhi Government for every measure directed against
the menace of the Syndicate, appeals to all the democratic
parties to awaken to this menace and fight it back. While
entertaining no undue illusions about the present Government
and party led by Indira Gandhi, as they are constituted now,
it calls upon all the democratic parties and groups to rally
the masses around the minimum proposals put forward below,
and demand their implementation by the Indira Gandhi
Government, if its professions are not to be proved empty
and its struggle against the Syndicate is not devoid of any
meaning to the common people. The delightfully vague “Ten-
Point Programme” to which both the Bombay and Ahmedabad
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Congresses are repledged, will have to be replaced by the
following immediate steps :

1. Nationalize foreign banks and foreign trade. Ban on
repatriation of profits by foreign concerns for a stipulated
period. Steps to end India’s dependence on foreign loans
which are jeopardising the country’s independence.

2. Extend the public sector by securing control over
monopolists’ concerns, both foreign and Indian, utilising the
economic strength of nationalised banks; cut the profits and
aggrandisement of monopolies.

3. An entirely reoriented Fourth Plan for the speedy ex-
pansion of industries and improvement of agriculture with a
specific view to absorbing the millions of educated and
uneducated unemployed. Adequate allotment of bank credits
to the non-big industrialists and credit-starved peasantry from
the centralised resources.

4. Abolition of princely privy purses and privileges.

5. Drastic reduction in defence expenditure and heavy tax
burdens on the people.

6. Introduction of genuine land reforms reducing ceilings
and plugging all loopholes to ensure land to agricultural
labourers and poor peasants and necessary facilities to them
for cultivating the same. Distribution of all cultivable waste-
lands, cultivable forest lands and land in illegal possession
of landlords by benami and mala fide transfers. Adequate
wages to agricultural labourers and debt relief to the agri-
cultural labourers and to the toiling persantry.

7. Graded land-tax and agricultural income-tax on the
landlords, and capital levy. Ceiling on urban properties and
on corporate profits and on personal incomes.

8. End the policy of victimisation and terrorisation of
Central employees; withdrawal of all repressive and anti-
democratic and anti-strike laws, and ensure democratic and
trade union rights to the working class and all working people
including Government employees. Full guarantee of demo-
cratic rights of the national and religious minorities, harijans
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and tribal people. Full employment and need-based wages,
and unemployment relief.

9. Steps to secure and guarantee full autonomy to States
giving them financial, legislative and executive powers and
meanwhile delegating necessary powers to the State Gov-
ernment to carry out the above programme.

10. Steps to secure a progressive shift in foreign policy
which will lend support to all anti-imperialist struggles and
decisively line up against imperialism and develop enduring
ties with all Governments of the socialist camp. Establish
friendly relations with socialist China and Pakistan, recog-
nition of the GDR and the Provisional Revolutionary Gov-
ernment of the Republic of South Vietnam and full ambas-
sadorial recognition of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam.

Either these measures are pursued and a turn to the right
path is made or procrastination and failure in this will lead
to succumbing before the onslaught of the reactionary inter-
ests, spearheaded by the Syndicate alliance. There is no third
alternative in the situation the country is confronted with.
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Polit Bureau Resolution on Kerala*

Resolution Adopted by the Polit Bureau of the
Communist Party of India (Marxist) in its session
in Calcutta from January 1 to 4, 1970.

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
warmly greets the peasants, agricultural labourers and hutment
dwellers of Kerala who have taken the initiative to implement
the recently-enacted land reforms legislation in a really popular
way. This initiative is the only guarantee against those efforts
at sabotage which are usually made by the vested interests
whenever land reform legislation are enacted.

The PB recalls the conclusion arrived at by the Central
Government itself that, though several progressive legisla-
tions were enacted during the 22 years, they have not really
benefited the mass of rural poor because, apart from various
loopholes in the concrete provisions in the legislations
themselves, the machinery set up so far for implementing
the legislations have been defective. The Prime Minister
therefore, suggested to the Chief Ministers and Revenue
Ministers assembled in Delhi on November 28 and 29 last,
that it was necessary to have a more effective implementation
machinery.

Those who are familiar with actual conditions in our
villages, however, will realise that whatever new machinery
is set up now, as proposed by the Prime Minister, will lead
to the same sabotage in the implementation of land reform
legislations unless the initiative of the rural poor is unleashed.
It was because the Communist Party of India (Marxist) re-
alized this that United Front Governments, in which the Party

*Published in “People’s Democracy”, Calcutta, Janvary 11, 1970
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plays an effective role, combined administrative action from
the top with mass mobilization from below.

Some constituents of the United Front, however, opposed
this popular initiative. Like the Bangla Congress in West
Bengal, the Muslim League in Kerala denounces the mass
organisations of the rural poor as well as those democratic
parties who help this popular initiative for what they call
“taking the law in their own hands”.

The Right Communist Party faithfully follows in the
footsteps of such opponents of popular initiative. Several
months ago when the CPI(M)-led United Front Government
in Kerala was in existence and when the organizations of the
rural poor in Kerala gave the call for such popular initiative
to enforce the Act which was then expected to come into
force in a few months, that call for popular initiative was
denounced by the present Chief Minister of Kerala—Achutha
Menon—as a “call for hooliganism”. His Government today
is following it up with unleashing an unprecedented regime
or police terror in order to “punish” those who allegedly
“resort to violence” and create “anarchic conditions” in the
State.

What is claimed to be a “Communist-led” Government
has thus become the zealous protector of the same old vested
interests in the rural area who are sabotaging the implemen-
tation of the progressive social legislations; the ‘Communist’
Chief Minister is thus presiding over the same regime of
police repression against the peasants as any Congress Chief
Minister has been.

The heavy hands of the Achutha Menon Government's
police terror, however, do not fall on peasants alone. They
fall equally on other sections of the democratic movement
in Kerala. Students who were fighting for the cancellation
of examination fees were brutally beaten up by the police
all over the State. So were the coir workers of Alleppey
district. Tyre Factory and other industrial workers of
Kalamasseri and several other sections of workers and em-
ployees, fighting for their demand, were brutally beaten up.
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Gone are the days when any section of the working people
could freely carry on their agitations and struggles without
being beaten up and jailed.

Above all, lock-up beatings which have never been heard
of since 1957—a practice which could not be restored even
under the notorious Congress regime in which the late P.T.
Chacko was the Home Minister, has now been revived.

The most shameful part of the situation today is that,
unlike the former CPI(M)-led United Front Government which
refused to use the Central Reserve Police though it had been
put at the disposal of the State Government by the Union
Home Ministry, it is now being freely used. It was the CRP
which resorted to the brutal lathi-charges and firings in sev-
eral places on December 1. It was again the CRP that was
used in several places against the fighting students and workers.
Chief Minister Achutha Menon whose leader Bhupesh Gupta
had vehemently denounced the use of the CRP in the Rajya
Sabha, is today declaring without hesitation that in the present
situation in Kerala the police force is so inadequate that the
CRP has to be used.

Some of the parties that constitute the present Govern-
ment of Kerala have, in the past, called for the resignation
of Governments which had resorted to police repression
which, in fact, bears no comparison to the present brutal
terror. Yet they continue to remain in the Government and
claim that the Government is so concerned with popular
welfare that they are busy distributing pattas to peasants,
issuing ordinances to confer benefits on the working peo-
ple, and so on. As against their claim that they have done
in two months more good to the people of Kerala than the
former CPI(M)-led Government did in over two and a half
years is the reality that in the number and severity of lathi-
charges as well as in the heinousness of lock-up beatings
the last two months have by far exceeded what Kerala has
witnessed at any time either under the British or princely

regime before independence, or under the Congress during
the last 22 Years.
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All this is taking place in a condition in which the Gov-
ernment does not enjoy that majority in the legislature which
is the essential prerequisite for the formation and function-
ing of an elected Ministry. On the Chief Minister’s own
admission, he had no majority at the time when he formed
the Ministry; even today he cannot have a majority unless
he is able to get a few defectors from the Opposition and,
together with it, he gets support of the Indira group of
Congressmen. He is, therefore, busy trying to get defectors
by promising them expansion of the Ministry and various
other inducements. It is thus clear beyond doubt that he
cannot remain on the Ministry through fair and decent means.

For all these resons, as well as for the reason that four
parties of the former CPI(M)-led non-Congress United Front
have shamelessly gone back on their electoral pledge to form
a non-Congress Ministry, every decent democrat in the country
would consider that this Government has no right to con-
tinue to administer the State. The PB therefore calls on the
democratic people all over the country to support their brethren
in Kerala in demanding that the Ministry immediately re-
sign thus facilitating seeking of a fresh mandate from the
electorate. The two months of police terror supplemented
by the shameless horse—trading with which the Ministry tries
to perpetuate itself in office have proved beyond doubt that
it has lost whatever right it might have claimed in the begin-
ning to form the Government in order to avoid President’s
rule. A fresh and immediate appeal to the electorate is the
only way in which the issues that have been raised by the

break-up of the former CPI(M)-led United Front can be
resloved.
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Polit Bureau Resolution
on West Bengal*

Resolution adopted by the Polit Bureau
of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) in
its Calcutta session from January 1 to 4, 1970

On West Bengal

The Polit Bureau congratulates the toiling peasantry of West
Bengal, who with the backing of the U.F. Ministry have
successfully retained their occupation of nearly six lakh acres
(including those during the first U.F. Ministry of 1967) of
vested and benami land regained and in which they won the
battle of the harvest. This great initative and determined and
victorious struggle of the toiling peasants of West Bengal to
regain land from the illegal possession of the jotdars is all
the more remarkable, in that it was won in the face of de-
termined efforts of jotdars backed by Bangla Congress leaders
and their hungerstrike and in the face of the persistent
calumny and slanders widely propagated through the Big
Business Press for the last three months.

The inspiring march of the awakened agricultural
labourers, share croppers and the toiling peasantry, in
their struggle for land and for a new life, their disciplined
conscious behaviour to overcome all the conflicts and
fissiparous tendencies, sought to be fanned by jotdars and
their supporters, their organization of a hundred thousand
strong corps of volunteers to defend themselves, their
crops and homes against the raids of jotdars stand as a
proud and glorious record of the West Bengal peasantry.
The building of their million membered mass organization

*Published in “People’s Democracy”, Calcutta, Januaryll, 1970.
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of the Kisan Sabha had inspired the toiling peasantry and
the democratic forces throughout the country to follow
in the footsteps of their West Bengal kisan brethren.

This great victory of the toiling peasants has been pre-
ceded by the valiant and victorious struggles of the working
class—the jute, the tea graden, the textile and the coal mine
workers, the engineering workers and others more than a
million in number, who through their demonstrations, gheraos
and strikes, frustrated the employers’ plans of disruption,
lockouts and closures and won annual increment of nearly
Rs. 50 crores in emoluments, with the active support and
assistance of the U.F. Ministry. ‘

The Polit Bureau congratulates the workers, the students,
youth and women who in hundreds of thousands demon-
strated their support to the toiling peasant masses in their
struggle to win the battle for harvest.

The Polit Bureau is proud of its West Bengal Party unit
and of the Party ranks who are in the forefront of this great
struggle, leading it, defending it and constantly trying to
rally more and more support and participation of other masses
and ranks under the influence of other parties, and those
who are not yet politically awakened.

The Polit Bureau pays homage to those comrades and
fighters who laid down their lives in the struggle of kisans
and workers against the jotdars and employers’ goonda at-
tacks and conveys its condolences to their families.

The Polit Bureau appeals to all people and especially
those who are following the parties that constitute the U.F.
to realize that all these great people’s victories had been
possible only because of the existence of the U.F. government,
which had been brought on the basis of innumerable struggles
of the people of West Bengal. But scared by the great inroads
the toiling preasants and the workers are making into the
profits and plunder of the vested interests, the Bangla Congress
backed by the Right C.P. has raised a hue and cry against
the U.F. Ministry itself as ‘“‘uncivilized and barbarous’’ that
“law and order’’ had broken down in West Bengal, that the

Com.14.2
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CPI(M) is a party of *“‘pickpockets and dacoits”, and is trying
to create a public opinion in order to form a minifront ministry
excluding the CPI(M), as in Kerala. The fighting people of
West Bengal, and the democratic forces in all the constituents
of U.F. have so far frustrated their plans. The Bangla Congress
was forced to suspend their hunger strike.

Yet the danger to the existence of U.F. Ministry still persists.
The Bangla Congress leaders threaten to resume their hunger
strike, refuse to give up their slanderous campaign against
the U.F. Ministry as uncivilized and barbarous, and refuse to
see the great achievements of the West Bengal people backed
by the U.F. Ministry and the necessity of carrying forward
people’s unity and struggles, to wrench more rights from the
vested interests and from the Central Government. They are
hoping to continue this present uncertainty till they consider
that appropriate time has come to join hands with the Indira
Congress and form a mini front ministry. The Polit Bureau
appeals to all the constituents of the U.F. and their mass
following to force the Bangla Congress and the Right C.P.
leaders to reverse their course of undermining the U.F. Ministry
and return back to the path of strengthening the U.F. and its
Ministry.



Polit Bureau Resolution
on AITUC Session*

Resolution adopted by the Polit Bureau of
the Communist Party of India (Marxist) in
its session in Calcutta from January 1 to 4, 1970

The Polit Bureau after hearing the report from Comarade P.
Ramamurti about what happened at the AITUC Working
Committee meeting recently held in Delhi on December 20
decided to write to the Right Communist Party, that the
AITUC session should be postponed and talks be held to
forge unity among various unions that owe allegince to the
AITUC before the AITUC session is held on the basis of
the December 1966 General Council resolution of the AITUC
which called for joint committee to hold democratic elections
on proportional representation. The Right Communist lead-
ers in the AITUC Working Committee refused to agree to
allow all unions to get affiliated and represented at AITUC
till such unity is achieved on the above basis. They have
been affiliating their own rival unions, while refusing affili-
ation to genuine mass unions. They have been refusing to
function trade unions democratically and have been con-
cluding agreements with the employers detrimental to the
workers and betraying the fundamental rights of the work-
ers. Our Party has been always working to make the AITUC
a united working class centre for resisting the jemployers
and for carrying the working class movement forward. The
Right Communists in pursuance of their class collaborationist
policy are determined to split the AITUC.

If the Right Communist leaders go ahead with their con-
ference at Guntur, no useful purpose will be served by our

*Published in “People’s Democracy™, Calcutta, January 11, 1970.



20 Documents of The Communist Movement in India

Party members working in the different trade unions attend-
ing the Guntur meeting. It will only help to cover up their
class collaborationist policies in the trade union movement.
The Polit Bureau directs all the Party members to actively
explain in all trade unions, to all workers about the splitting
activities of the Dangeites and the circumstances that make
it absolutely futile to attend the Guntur Conference.

If the Right Communists carry out their splitting activity
and hold their own gathering at Guntur, the Central Com-
mittee of the CPI(M) in its meeting from February 2, 1970
will discuss and decide on the steps to be taken to defend
the unity of the working class movement and its organized
trade union movement.



Undo The Damage Done
To U.F. And Its Government*

West Bengal State Committee
Exhorts U.F. Constituents

The West Bengal State Committee of the Communist Party
of India (Marxist) has issued the following Press Communi-
que at the end of the State Committee meeting held from
December 29 to 31, 1969, under the chairmanship of Com-
rade Kamal Sarkar.

State Plenum in February

Reports from the districts and fronts on the fulfilment of
organizational targets were placed by the members and the
Committee decided on the further tasks of the Party units in
the organizational drive. The Committee discussed the
preparatory programme for the ensuing West Bengal State
Plenum of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) and took
certain decisions. It decided that there would be no district
or local Plenums, and the District Committees would select
delegates to the State Plenum. The Committee fixed the quota
of delegates to be sent from each district and Statewide
fronts. The total number of delegates would be 325. It would
be held at Ichapur (24-Parganas) from February 9 to 15,
1970. The main purpose of the State Plenum will be the
assessment of the present political situation, and the actual
organizational position of the Party and its consolidation
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Support to Kerala Fighters

The other two items on the agenda were :

1. Harvesting by the peasants and fasting by the Chief
Minister and the members of his party, the Bangla Con-
gress;

2. A report on Kerala by Comrade, P Sundarayya,General
Secretary, of the Party, and the tasks of the democratic people
of West-Bengal in relation to the situation obtaining in Kerala.

On Kerala the West Bengal State Committee decided to
mobilize the democratic masses of West Bengal in support
of the struggling kisans, agricultural workers and other demo-
cratic forces, against whom unprecedented repression has
been let loose by the Achutha Menon Ministry of the Con-
gress-supported minifront of Kerala. It has been clearly noted
that by fighting against the conspiracy to topple down the
West Bengal United Front Government and by foiling the
nefarious game within and outside the U.F. to break it, the
people of West Bengal can best help brother fighters in Kerala
and defeat the game of the Kerala minifront.

In another resolution, the West Bengal State Committee
of the CPI (M) has directed its Ministers and members of
the Assembly to see that the decision of the U.F. for
introduction of free education upto Class VIII from 1970 is
implemented and that legislations on unemployment benefit,
measures on closed mills and factories and other labour
legislations, on land reforms, etc., are brought and passed in
the ensuring Assembly session. This resolution further di-
rects the Ministers to see that the U.F. Government can help
the hill people of Darjeeling in their fight for regional au-
tonomy within the State of West Bengal against the Centre
by constituting an Advisory Committee for the district of
Darjeeling. The Committe has decided to start mass cam-
paign on all the above issues.

Organizational Drive Successful

The reports from the districts and fronts revealed that the
organizational drive of the Party had been generally successful
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in all the districts and fronts, and thus all the annual targets
fixed by the State Committee meeting earlier this year have
almost been fulfilled. The target of collection for the Special
Party Fund for the year has been fulfilled and the State
Committee has already paid to the Central Committee its
full quota of Rs. 50,000. The total Party membership re-
newed and newly enrolled comes upto 20,824. The total number
of Auxiliary Group members has come upto 38,900 ( re-
ports from a number of L.C.s are yet to come) and that of
volunteers 93,888.

The quota for membership of trade unions, kisan sabhas,
students, youth and mahila organizations have been gener-
ally fuifilled. Sales of Party organs and literature have ex-
ceeded expectations.

The Committee has decided to run a provincial training
camp for Party volunteers from January 6 to 13, at Panihati
( 24-Parganas), where political education will be imparted
to the volunteers.

The State Committee has discussed and adopted a pro-
gramme for celebrating Lenin Centenary.

Peaceful Harvesting

The State Committee heard reports about progress of harvest-
ing in different districts. Except West Dinajpur and Jalpaiguri,
harvesting in other districts are going to be completed soon.
It is gratifying to note that responding to the call of our Party
and faithfully implementing the policy of the U.F. Government,
millions of toiling peasants all over the State have successfully
completed harvesting of crops on practically all those vested
and benami lands that they occupied and cultivated. Frustrating
all the attempts of reactionary jotdars and giving a fitting reply
to all those who slandered the peasants about endangering law
and order, the peasants have ensured practically a peaceful
harvest. Considering the fact that about several lakh acres
passed from the hands of big jotdars to those of toiling peasants,
the number of clashes is insignificant. Compared to the past
several years, clashes have been few this time. The State
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Committee has congratulated the peasants for this conscious-
ness and organizing ability.

The Committee notes with pride that our Party units and
comrades played a notable role in ensuring peaceful harvest.
It is they who took the initiative not only in organizing
peasants and in support of them, other democratic classes,
but also in organizing mutual discussions and common
decisions among different political parties with a view to
minimizing the danger of clashes. We are glad that in spite
of some hindrances from some parties in some cases our
initiative proved successful. The apprehension of clashes was
the greatest in 24-Parganas. In every area of this district our
Party took the lead in settling disputes. In some cases in
spite of other parities going back from agreed decisions, we
were not provoked and we ultimately succeeded in avoiding
clashes. '

The State Committee also noted that at the initiative of
our comrades, some minor mistakes that took place at the
time of cultivation were corrected. But it was also noted that
though the harvesting was done generally on correct lines,
some mistakes here and there were committed. The State
Committee was glad to note that compared to excesses
committed by others, the mistakes of peasants who are
amenable to our influence were the least. In the upsurge,
some crops cultivated by ordinary peasants were also har-
vested. Though such mistakes are very few, still the State
Committee has drawn the attention of all our comrades to
them and urged upon them to take initiative in correcting
them.

The Committee urged upon all Party units to further
organize and consolidate the fighting forces of the toiling
peasants, to build village unity of peasants, agricultural
labourers, artisans, shopkeepers and other sections of demo-
cratic masses and to isolate the jotdars, mahajans and other
reactionaries, and run a campaign for land reform legislations

and prepare the peasants for further advance in the coming
days.
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Miserable failure of Bangla Congress

The harvest period experience has proved that the Bangla
Congress campaign against the U.F. Government and par-
ticularly against our Party was nothing but an undiluted
slander aimed at weakening the U.F,, breaking the U.F. Gov-
ernment and helping the jotdars. The State Committee heard
reports from all districts about the reaction of the people to
the Bangla Congress fasts and the result of our political
campaign. It was revealed that the Bangla Congress leaders
had miserably failed to mislead the people. The response of
the people was very poor, despite their tall claims. The
vast masses of the people saw through the game. They saw
hated jotdars among the hunger-strikers. The huge gatherings
in our meetings surpassed all calculations.

The huge support of the workers, employees, teachers,
students, youth and other sections of the people proves that
their slander campaign has been thoroughly rejected by
the masses as it was meant to boost the morale of the
jotdars and other vested interests. It was amply demon-
strated on December 26 through the histroric rally before
the Writers Buildings under the banner of the Rashtriya
Sangram Samiti and the 12th July Committee, despite the
disruptive game of certain parties of the Front, in support
of the struggling peasants and against the conspiracy to
disrupt the United Front. The Committee notes with con-
fidence that a new type of people’s unity is developing in
West Bengal through these struggles. Before the anger of
the people the jotdars’ attempts to resist collapsed. The slander
campaign launched by the Bangla Congress exposed the
conspiracy to form a “mini-front” excluding our Party. It
had its inevitable impact within the Bangla Congress also.
The protest of Sri Sukumar Roy and others is a redeeming
feature and this in its turn has exposed the conspiracy and
the real aim behind the slanders by these groups.

The State Committee is glad to note that the conspiracy
to break the U.F. Government has suffered a set-back because
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the people could not be confused. But the danger remains
and the State Committee has called upon all people and all
its units to be on guard and to be prepared for any eventuality.

Safeguard Unity

The State Committee is eager to maintain the unity of the
U.F. without sacrificing the interests of the common people
and without deviating from the 32 point programme. The
CPI(M) will do all in its power to maintain and strengthen
the unity of the U.F. But the harm done by the Bangla Congress
and their colleagues cannot be repaired by taking an attitude
of forget and forgive. The CPI(M) cannot digest the slander
that the U.F. Government which 1s very dear to the people
and which is a weapon of their struggle is an uncivilized,
barbarous Government, that the CPI(M) is a party of dacoits,
etc. Only those who want to weaken the U.F. can tolerate
such slanders. The State Committee appeals to all parties
including the Bangla Congress and all members and sup-
porters of these parties to do their part in undoing the
damage and restoring the struggling unity of the U.F. The
CPI(M) will guard the unity as the apple of the eye.



Polit Bureau’s Call for
Celebration of Lenin Centenary*

P. Sundarayya, General Secretary of CPI(M),
Writes to All Party Members

Dear Comrades,

The Centenary of the Birthday of Comrade Lenin who
led the first victorious proletarian socialist revolution in Russia
and laid the foundation for building socialism as the first
stage for a world communist society, falls on April 22,1970.

In the words of Comrade Stalin : “Burdensome and intol-
erable has been the lot of the working class. Painful and
grievous have been the sufferings of the labouring people.
Slaves and slave-holders, serfs and sires, peasants and land
lords, workers and capitalists, oppressed and oppressors—
so the world has been built from time immemorial, and so
it remains to this day in the vast majority of countries. Scores
nay, hundreds of times, in the course of centuries have the
labouring people striven to throw off the oppressors from
their backs and to become masters of their own destiny. But
each time, defeated and disgraced,they have been forced to
retreat, harbouring in their breasts resentment and humiliations,
anger and despair, and lifting their eyes to an inscrutable
heaven where they hoped to find deliverance. The chains of
slavery remained intact, or the old chains were replaced by
new ones, equally burdensome and degrading. Ours is the
only country where the crushed and oppressed labouring
masses have succeeded in throwing off the rule of the landlords
and capitalists and replacing it by the rule of workers and
peasants. You know, comrades, and the whole world admit

*Published in “People’s Democracy”, Calcutta, January 25, 1970.
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it, that this gigantic struggle was led by Comrade Lenin and
his Party. The greatness of Lenin lies before all in this, that
by creating the Republic of Soviets he gave a practical
demonstration to the oppressed masses of the world that
hope of deliverance is not lost, that the rule of landlords and
capitalists is short-lived, that the kingdom of labour can be
created by the efforts of the labouring people themselves,
and that the kingdom of labour must be created not in
heaven but on earth. He thus filled the hearts of the workers
and peasants of the whole world with the hope of liberation.
This explains why Lenin's name has become the name most
beloved of the labouring and exploited masses.”

“Lenin never regarded the Republic of Soviets as an end
in itself. To him it is always a link needed to strengthen
the chain of revolutionary movements in the countries of
the West and the East, a link needed to facilitate the victory
of working people of the whole world over capitalism. Lenin
knew that this was the only right conception, both from the
international standpoint and from the standpoint of pre-
serving the Soviet Republic itself. Lenin knew that this alone
could fire the working people of the world to fight the de-
cisive battles for their emancipation. That is why, on the
morrow of the establishment of the dictatorship of the
proletariat, this most brilliant of all leaders of the prole-
tariat laid the foundation of the workers’ International. That
is why he never tired of extending and strengthening the
union of working people of the whole world—the Commu-
nist International.”

Following the precepts of Comrade Lenin, the world
communist movement has waged many a glorious battle for
national liberation and social emancipation, during the last
five decades and more. The victory over the Hitlerite fascist
hordes during the Second World War, followed by the vic-
tory of the Chinese Revolution and establishment of the
Chinese People's Republic under the leadership of the Com-
munist Party led to the emergence of the world socialist
camp. The shackles of capitalism over one-third of humanity
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have been shattered, and mighty struggles are being waged
against imperialism in the rest of the world.

In this mighty struggle, the death-defying heroic strug-
gle of the Vietnamese people for over two decades against
French and then against American imperialism, inspires all
oppressed humanity to follow in Lenin’s footsteps.

Our Polit Bureau has decided to celebreate Lenin's Cen-
tenary befittingly and to take to our people, on the widest
scale possible, the knowledge of Lenin’s teachings and his
great revolutionary achievements and lessons everyone of us
has to learn, to implement his behests.

Our Central Committee in its forthcoming session will
lay down detailed directives. But,meanwhile all our State
Committees must make necessary arrangements :

1. To bring out the basic reading from Lenis’s classics
already suggested by the Polit Bureau and sell them on a
mass scale.

2. To bring special supplements of our Party organs or
special pamphlets well before the Centenary Day. Mean-
while, continuously publish extracts of Lenin’s teaching in
our journals.

3. Prepare to hold mass rallies in taluk or district head-
quarters towns or at industrial and educational establish-
ments, as widely as possible.

Immediately send to the Central Committee Office re-
ports about the plans you have chalked out and steps you
have taken to celebrate the Great Lenin Centenary.

With greetings,
P. Sundarayya



7
Dange & Co. Split AITUC*

Polit Bureau of CPI(M) Refutes Slanders

The following is the text of the statement issued by the Polit
Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) in
Calcutta on January 15, 1970:

Shri Dange’s statement charging our Party with attempts
to disrupt the AITUC is a laboured attempt to screen his
party's policy of making the AITUC into its pocket-borough.
It is an instance of thief calling thief.

Dange evades all issues germane to the question. The
fact is that utilizing their existing majority, the right Com-
munist leaders have been packing the AITUC with their unions
with inflated membership. Dange conceals the fact that in
the name of keeping out rival unions his group has system-
atically refused to affiliate fighting unions with large fol-
lowing, just because some of the leaders of these unions are
members of our Party.

Our Party has always held to the line of trade union unity
and continued to work in the AITUC despite all kinds of
provocations, and total lack of democratic functioning on
the part of the Dange group. We wanted and still would like
the AITUC to be a centre of resistance, organizing and uniting
the workers in the common struggle. It is absolutely essential
that all the fighting unions which have led struggles, which
show large following of the workers should be affiliated, so

*Published in “People’s Democracy”, Calcutta, January 25, 1970. This
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that the AITUC becomes a real centre of resistance to the
attacks of the capitalists.

This is precisely what the Dange group does not want in
pursuance of its class-collaborationist hne. In good faith we
also proposed that if there are any rival oranizations they
can be united later on by taking the ballot of the workers.
We know that the Dangeites have started rival organizations
where unions have been functioning under our leadership.
Most of these organizations have hardly any following. But
they got them affiliated to the AITUC using their majority.
That is why when we ask them to take the ballot, they dare
not accept it. An appeal to the workers will show that the
Dangeites’ claims to represent so many workers are only
paper claims.

Dange & Co. are bent upon a split because splitting the
democratic forces is their accepted line. They split the Kisan
Sabha claiming inflated membership. They split the Kerala
United Front; and they are splitting the United Front in West
Bengal.

Apart from the political reasons, there are other reasons
why Dange & Co. want to split the AITUC. Their line of
secret deals with the Government and the capitalists is being
opposed by us and they find it inconvenient to continue it
with ourselves in the AITUC. Dange is an old hand at the
game, the latest instance being his attempt to strike a deal
with the steel employers at the cost of the workers. Without
consulting the steel unions and the workers Dange demanded
an interim increase of Rs. 30—with the aim of actually striking
a deal at a much lower figure. But the Durgapur workers
frustrated this shady deal and actually secured an increase
of Rs.33. Dange has been pursuing this policy for years and
disrupting the movement. The same line has resulted in handing
over a section of the workers to the Shiva Sena in Bombay.
In the period of the recession while Calcutta saw a huge
strike wave, Bombay, where Dange boasts of a huge mem-
bership, saw hardly any working class resistance in the tex-
tile industry. In pursuance of his line, Dange’s party men
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had been agreeing in the National Labour Commission to
all kinds of curbs on the working class including prohibition
of strikes in certain industries. It is to perpetuate this record
that Dange & Co.seek to split the AITUC; otherwise they
would not have rejected the request to postpone the date of
the AITUC session and hold consultations for keeping the
unity of the AITUC.

The Dange group, besides, is opening a new offensive on
the union members by amending the constitution to give the
right to the majority to expel other unions for allegedly
anti-TUC activities. To be able to pass these amendments
they require a three-fourths majority, hence the inflated claims.
The entire aim of this manoeuvre is to make the AITUC an
appendage of the Right C.P.

Our Party once more reiterates that it stands for unity.
The unity of the trade union movement is what the Party
fights for and will continue to fight for despite the disrup-
tive activities of Dange & Co. But that does not mean that
it will allow the AITUC to be packed with fake unions and
transformed into a satellite organization of the Right C.P.
Unity of the AITUC can be pursued if the Dange group
agrees to give up its inflated claims and admit all the
unions which have earned the confidence of the workers ; if
the Dange group agrees that the AITUC and the unions should
function democratically; that rival unions if any be amalga-
mated after taking the ballot of workers and uniting on the
basis of proportional strength of each union and that the
new amendments to the constitution are withdrawn and the
Dange group agrees to give up the class-collaborationist line
as seen in its practice.

To reach an amicable agreement on these matters it is
necessary that the Guntur Session of the AITUC be post-
poned to a mutually agreed date.

Our Party appeals to the workers and the democratic forces
to fight against the splitting tactics of the revisionist group.The
line of unity pursued by our Party has already benefited the
working class in Bengal where the jute, tea, textile and
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engineering workers have secured big gains. Continuing to
fight for this unity, they should frustrate all attempts of the
Dange clique to utilize the prestige of the trade union move-
ment for their policy of the treacherous deals with the em-
ployers.

Com.14.3
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P. Sundarayya’s Letter to Prime
Minister : Desist from Present Course*

Comrade P. Sundarayya, General Secretary, on behalf of the
Communist Party of India (Marxist) wrote the following letter
to the Prime Minister Indira Gandhi on January 26, 1970.

We are addressing this letter with a view to placing our
Party’s views on the recent disturbing trends in the political
developments of our country, so that your Government and
the new Congress party as whose representative you are acting
as the leader of the Congress Parliamentary Party, might
give them their serious consideration.

It is now an admitted fact that several democratic parties
and groups in the country which had been, since long, playing
the role of opposition to the Government of the united Congress
party, have decided to lend support to your Government and
party in the course of the struggle against the so-called
Syndicate wing of the Congress and the reactionary political
line projected by it. Our Party, as a party of the revolution-
ary working class, does not hide the truth and makes it
abundantly clear that it functions as a party of revolutionary
opposition and is duty bound to continue that role, true to
its ideological-politicial convictions.

And yet, in the changed political situation when the threat
from the Syndicate wing of the Congress and its alliance
with extreme Right-reactionary parties such as the Jana Sangh
and Swatantra had become imminent, and when there were
hectic attempts by them to take over the reins of the

*Published in “People’s Democracy”, Calcutta, February 1, 1970.
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Government with the avowed objective of shifting the inter-
nal and external policies of the Government in a further
Right and reactionary direction, our Party openly announced
its support to your government in so far as it is fighting the
Syndicate and its allies, foiling their bid to take over the
Government.

This assistance given and the support lent to your
Government by several non-Congress democratic parties and
groups, including our party, in inflicting a defeat on the
Syndicate-sponsored Presidential nominee, and in weather-
ing several storms in Parliament created by the Syndicate
alliance, on number of occasions and over a series of issues,
had played no small role in warding off the threat of the
Rightist take-over, and in the scoring of victories in the
struggle against the Syndicate and its allies. These victories,
it should be admitted, had not only unleashed great enthu-
siasm among the people and roused big expectations in them,
but it also stands out that but for these victories, the shape
of things in the country’s political arena today would have
been totally different. Even today, it is our party’s consid-
ered opinion that the threat from the Syndicate’s projected
alliance and political line is far from defeated, and it would
be a grave error to underestimate these extreme Rightist
forces who are firmly entrenched in society, at different levels.
The truth is that the fight has just begun against this men-
ace, and only initial victories have been scored against it.

But to our extreme regret we observe that some of the
major decisions taken by your Government over certain key
issues of serious public controversy, and certain policies that
are being pursued by the leadership of your party and Gov-
ernment in the recent weeks and months, are not only belying
the hopes of the people but also are undermining the strug-
gle against the avowedly reactionary political line of the
Syndicate-alliance, opened some six months back with gusto.
To mention a few, the clearing of the licence for Birlas to
set up the fertilizer factory with U.S. collaboration, the final
decision to go in for the unprofitable deal of purchasing the
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Boeing-737, the sanctioning of steep rise in steel prices, and
the undue exuberance displayed for wooing foreign capital,
investments from West German and Japanese monopolists,
are rightly evoking deep resentment among the wider sec-
tions of the democratic masses. An irresistible impression is
gaining ground that the leadership of the ruling party and
the Central Government, contrary to all their professed aims
and proclaimed policies, are yielding to the pressure of Big
Business at home and succumbing to the blackmail of the
foreign monopolists from abroad.

We may also add here, some of the activities of the State
Governments, headed by the new Congress party you now
represent, in the last few months are inviting mass indignation
and protest, as demonstrated in the case of the Rajasthan
Government which unleashed a reign of repression and terror
on the legitimate peasant struggle for the allotment of
Government lands to the landless and the poor.

Similarly, the State Government of Andhra Pradesh, under
the pretext of suppressing the terroristic activities of the
Naxalites, in the district of Srikakulam and other places, is
resorting to the most heinous and barbarous method of
liquidating scores of Naxalite activists, without charge-sheeting
and trying them in a court of law for any crimes they are
alleged to have committed. By now, nearly a hundred tribal
people and the activists among the Naxalites have been shot
dead, simply announcing that they were shot during the cooked-
up ‘armed encounters’. Such brutal repression on the tribals
and the poor is only gladdening the hearts of the oppressive
landlords and rapacious moneylenders while causing
indignation among the common people.

You can well imagine that all these activities, in the absence
of anything positive and tangible done so far to better the lot
of our common people, cannot but dampen the mass enthusiasm
and immensely harm the cause of the fight sponsored against
the Syndicate’s menacing political line.

Then coming to some of the political policies the Central
Government and the party in power are pursuing, they compel
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us to conclude that they are persisting in the same old dis-
credited politcal line of toppling and scuttling the non-Con-
gress State Governments, particularly the Left-oriented U.F.
Governments such as Kerala and West Bengal, though the
modus operandi is somewhat subtle and craftier than the one
pursued in the years 1967 and 1968 by the then Central
Government.

If earlier the method of organising defections in some
parties of the U.F. and utilising the office of the Governors
to topple non-Congress U.F. State Governments was in vogue,
now it sems the method of encouraging defection of some
parties and groups from the U.F.s betraying their electoral
pledges to the people, is being resorted to. Such methods of
giving dividends for political defections and betrayal of
electoral pledges, surely, are not democratic methods, but
only go to strengthen political immorality in public life and
destroy democratic values among the people. The case of
Kerala is a fitting example where some parties and groups
flouting the electoral pledges and breaking open commitments
made to the electorate have been-installed in office, freely
encouraged to organise defections, promising benefits by
utilising the authority of office. Instead of straightaway asking
for a fresh mandate of the people, these methods would
destroy all democratic values among the public.

It is interesting as well as intriguing to find that the rul-
ing Congress party on the one hand is seeking the support
and co-operation of all the democratic parties and groups in
the country in the struggle against the threat of the Sydicate
alliance and on the other, simultaneously, does everything in
its power to undermine the U.F. Governments in Kerala and
West Bengal, directing its main edge of attack against the
CPI(M) and its close allies who constitute the major com-
ponents of these State Governments.

The manner in which your party assisted the no—confidence
motion against the EMS Ministry in Kerala and is proceeding
on similar lines in West Bengal, and the way the CRP is put
at the disposal of the so-called minifront Government in
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Kerala to unleash a reign of police repression and terror on
the toiling agricutural labourers, poor peasants and all those
who stand by them in their struggle, make it abundantly
clear what these policies amount to and where they would
finally lead to. To put it bluntly, it is a policy of attempting
to fight the Syndicate’s politics with the cooperation of all
the democratic and progressive forces and simultaneously
allying with the Syndicate and all other extreme Rightist
parties to fight and liquidate the Left-oriented U.F. State
Governments which played a big part in warding off the
Syndicates threats.

Such a line, however tempting it may look to the ruling
Congress party and its Government and whatever momentary
successes it might achieve, is in fact, the line that is consistently
advocated and upheld by the Syndicate and its Jana Sangh
and Swatantra allies. Any measure of success scored in such
a line, obviously, is a success to the political line of the
Syndicate Congress, seriously undermining the struggle, just
unleashed against these extreme Right-reactionary forces.

The question involved here is not the partisan interest of
our Party and how to defend itself against the attacks of all
its opponents. That depends on the correct class policies we
pursue and the selfless service we render to the oppressed
classes and masses of our country. This we have been doing
since long and it is that which made our Party what it is
today, a sizable political force in the country. We have undying
faith in our cause and will pursue it in future, no matter
what trials and tribulations await us. There is no questions
of looking to any other political party for any assistance in
this regard. The issue that immediately interests us is the
struggle against the impending menace from the political
line of the Syndicate Congress and its allies, a struggle in
which your party and Government, for their own valid rea-
sons, are also vitally interested.

The policy your party and Government seem to have
embarked upon, as vividly seen in the case of Kerala and
West Bengal, is objectively unleashing not the anti-Syndicate



P. Sundarayya’s Letter to Prime Minister 39

forces, but nakedly anti-Communist forces, no matter under
what slogans, such as ‘law and order in danger’, etc., it is
sought to be covered up. This familiar cry of the monopolist
controlled Press about the breakdown of ‘law and order’
and the perpetration of ‘violence’ by our Party, carries as
much truth as its sly campaign that the leadership of the
ruling Congress party has turned ‘Communist’. It does not
require much common sense to realize that if even one-
hundredth of this alleged ‘lawlessness’ and ‘violence’
slanderously attributed to our Party is true, then our Party
would have been wiped out by the people, instead of becoming
increasingly endearing to them, to the envy and zealousy
of many.

The support your party and Government are seeking in
their struggle to fight the threat of the conservative alliance,
from the democratic and advanced sections of the people,
will surely be vitiated, if these forces, in practice, are to
experience what is being experienced in Kerala by the wide-
spread deployment of the CRP to repress the people. The
apparently innocent looking argument that all this is the
outcome of the bickerings and quarrels among the U.F. parties,
the ruling Congress party and the Central Government has
no hand whatsoever, etc., is neither going to convince the
people nor would it, in any way, arrest the adverse process
and its harmful impact on the struggle that is on against the
menace of the Syndicate’s political line and its projected
reactionary alliance.

In this connection, our Party once again wishes to reiterate
its opinion that the capital city of Chandigarh should be
incorporated in the State of Punjab while providing all the
required assistance to the State of Haryana to build its capital,
at a place of its choice in the State. In fact, this is the
opinion that most of the political parties in the country, may
be some for different reasons of their own, have come to
publicly express. Though we do not subscribe to the me-
thods of leaders’ self-immolations for achieving the legiti-
mate objectives and do treat the vow of Sant Fateh Singh
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more as exasperation than a threat, we urge upon your
Government to boldly announce your decision to include
Chandigarh in the Punjab. Any vacillations or any other
unprincipled formulas on this question, we are sure, would
lead to endless trouble. We hope you would appreciate our
anxiety over the matter, and announce your decision before
it is too late.

Our party while striving to do its utmost in the nation-
wide political struggle, against the threatening menace of
the Syndicate Congress and its alliance, undeterred by all
the pin-pricks and diversionary attacks on it, deems it its
political duty to place before you and your Government the
dangerous potentialities inherent in the course you have
embarked upon, the course as it is unfolding in Kerala and
West Bengal. We hope that serious consideration would be
given by your party’s leadership and Government to the crucial
political issues raised in this letter and that you will desist
from following such a course that ultimately undermines the
entire political struggle against the pernicious political line
of the Syndicate Congress and its Jana Sangh and Swtantra
allies, a struggle in which our Party is vitally interested, and
which your party and Government claim to be now leading.



Kerala’s Ruling Parties
Face Difficult Alternatives*

E. M. S. Namboodiripad

The short-sightedness and petty-mindedness of Right Com-
munist leader M.N. Govindan Nair was clear on January 16
in the Kerala Assembly when, immediately after the vote on
the CPI (Marxist) amendment to the Governor's address, he
gave expression to his glee at the majority of 18 with which
the amendment was defeated.

More amendments were on the order paper and the CPI
(M) had made it clear that all these amendments would be
pressed. Govindan Nair said that, since it was clear that all
of them would be defeated, they might be spared the trouble
of taking a poll on these amendments. This was naturally
resented by the Opposition. The Speaker himself pulled up
Govindan Nair, saying that such remarks were uncalled for
during voting, since it was left to the members concerned
whether or not to call for division.

Seeds Of Utter Defeat

This however, concerns only the constitutional impropri-
ety of a legislator belonging to the ruling party making
disparaging remarks on the legitimate right of the Oppo-
sition to call for division. The Right Communist leader
was, in fact, gloating over a “victory” which, it can be
seen, contains the seeds of an utter defeat, as the Secre-
tariat of the Kerala State Committee of the CPI(M) ex-
plained after the voting.

* Published in “People’s Democracy”, Calcutta, February 8, 1970




42 Documents of The Communist Movement in India

Let us, for a moment, examine the figures of voting. The
CPI(M) amendment was supported by 55, including the CPI(M)
(49), SSP (4), KTP (1) and a former ISP member now inde-
pendent (1). Against this were 73, including the five Syndi-
cate and four Indira-group Congressmen. Simple arithmetic
would show that deducting the nine Congress members, the
Government got only 64 votes out of 128 votes recorded. In
other words, even after 2%2 months of high-powered propa-
ganda, they could not get sufficient number of defectors
from the CPI(M) and the SSP to make a clear majority without
Congress support.

As if this was not enough, the leaders of the Syndicate as
well as the Indira Congress made it clear in their speeches
that the Right Communist Chief Minister should not take
the support of their respective parties for granted.

Syndicate leader Dr. George Thomas was forthright in
explaining why his party is extending its support to the
Ministry. “We find,” he said, “that Congress Chief Ministers
from Pattom Thanu Pillai to R. Shankar were carrying out
the same (Congress) programme as Achutha Menon is doing
now.” To which he significantly added that the political changes
that had taken place in the State had made it necessary for
a fresh appeal to the electorate. '

The leader of the Indira Congress, Karunakaran, also said
that his party was supporting this Government only because
this Government was reversing the policies pursued by the
former Marxist-led Government, and carrying out programmes
which were acceptable to the Congress.

The speeches of these two Congress leaders were clear
indications that their parties would support the Govern-
ment only so long as and to the extent to which the
Government acts as a tool in the hands of the Congress
in its struggle against the radical political forces headed
by the CPI(M). If at ali the Right Communist Chief Minister
and the colleagues have some rethinking and start trying
to reforge the links with the CPI(M) and revive the old
Marxist-led United Front, the nine Congress votes now
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recorded in favour of the Government would turn against
it.

Choice Before RSP

On the other hand, one of the constituents of the 'mini-front’,
the RSP, made its own political stand clear in the course of
the debate preceding the voting. Its leaders, Baby John and
T.K. Diwakaran, used the opportunity of this debate once again
to appeal to the CPI(M) to facilitate the revival of the U.F.

Diwakaran, who is the Leader of the House, and there-
fore should be considered to be speaking for the Govern-
ment, took a step which is unusual for a Leader of the House.
He “appealed both to the Opposition and the Government”
to take a “constructive” attitude and develop relations of
cooperation between the Opposition and the Government,
justifying this with the plea that, as Leader of the House, it
was his duty to reflect the feelings of the whole House,
including the Opposition.

It was clear that, whether it was because of their own
personal feeling of embarrassment at Congress support or
because of pressure from their ranks, the RSP leaders were
trying to dissociate themselves from the other constituents
of the ruling front who were happy at the Syndicate-Indira
(and possibly Kerala) Congress support.

This does not of course mean that the RSP for its part is
having any rethinking on its role in the toppling of the former
Marxist-led United Front Government. The RSP leaders repeated
the time-worn slander against the the CPI(M) whose "big party
bossism" was allegedly responsible for the disruption of the
United Front. Even after the forthright statements of the leaders
of the two Congress groups, Dr. George Thomas and
Karunakaran, explaining why they cooperated with the ‘mini-
front’ in toppling the previous Government, and why they were
supporting the present Government, the RSP leaders do not regret
their role in the toppling of the former Government. They also
joined the Right Communist leaders, as well as their new allies
of the three (Syndicate, Indira and Kerala) Congress groups, in
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repeating the slander that the CPI(M) was unscrupulously throw-
ing its cadres into the arena of an adventurist struggle.

There are, however, clear indications that the RSP would
like to preserve what is left of its revolutionary image. Its
leaders are not as happy as their Right Communist, Muslim
League, and ISP colleagues that the Government which they
have to support has necessarily to depend also on the sup-
port of the Syndicate and the Indira group. But they are on
the horns of a dilemma: if they take the forthright stand that
they cannot have anything to do with a Government which
depends on Congress support, they would have to part company
with their Right Communist and other allies of the ‘mini-
front’ and join the CPI(M) and other radical forces in a
determined struggle against the landlord-bourgeois vested
interests entrenched in the Kerala Congress, Syndicate and
Indira Congress. On the other hand, if they join the Right
Communist and other friends in their unconcealed hostility
to the CPI(M) and fully justify the present regime of police
terror, they will lose their revolutionary image and a good
section of their cadres. It is extremely difficult for them to
choose one out of these two different alternatives.

Muslim League's Difficulties

It is, however, not only the RSP that is facing a dilemma
now. Every constituent of the ‘mini-front’ as well as all the
Congress groups, are today so situated that they have to
choose between difficult alternatives.

Let us take the Muslim League whose leaders thought
that the anti-Marxist unity which culminated in the joint
voting of October 3 and October 24 would be followed by
the formation of an all-inclusive non-Marxist ministry. They
never bargained for the split that has occurred within the
Congress. Their hope, on the other hand, was to get a sec-
ond version of the notorious anti-communist United Front
of 1959-60. That hope lies shattered today. They have to
choose between the Syndicate and the Indira Congress. If
they choose the Syndicate, they have to part company with
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the Right Communists, not to speak of the RSP. If, on the
other hand, they choose the Indira group, they are choosing
that Congress group which at least in Kerala is weaker. In
any future election, therefore, they have to contend against
a strong Syndicate (perhaps with the support of a part if not
the whole of the Kerala Congress), as well as against a
strong combination of radical forces headed by the CPI(M).

No less difficult is the choice facing the Kerala Congress.
Left to themselves, its leaders would like to join hands with, if
not completely merge into, the Syndicate Congress with whom
they are ideologically at one. That would mean parting com-
pany with the Right Communists and the RSP and therefore,
leaving the Ministry. Which will they choose?

Pitiable Plight of Revisionists

The Right Communists are in the most pitiable condition.
For, despite their loud denunciation of the Syndicate as the
most reactionary political force in the country, they cannot
survive the situation that will arise if the Syndicate in Kerala
starts playing the role of a genuine opposition. The five
member Syndicate group in the Kerala Legislature cannot
be dismissed as an insignificant political force. For, it is
well known that the Syndicate has its sympathizers outside
its own five-member group of legislators. The moment the
sympathizers of the Syndicate as well as the Syndicate group
itself decide that the time has come to strike, they can well
bring this Government down and challenge the Indira Con-
gress-Right Communist alliance for a trial of strength in a
fresh appeal to the electorate. A call for this has, in general,
been given by the Syndicate. If this is made an irresistible
demand and a fresh election is held, the Indira group-Mus-
lim League-supported Right Communists face a fiasco as
serious as, if not more than, what they suffered in 1965,
Such an eventuality can be avoided only by the timely re-
tracing of the step taken when they took the initiative in the
forming of the ‘mini-front’ and joining hands with the Kerala
Congress and Congress.
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The Two Congress Groups

No less pitiable is the condition of the Indira group Con-
gress in Kerala. For, no amount of support which they render
to the ‘mini-front’ Ministry would save it if and when the
Syndicate and its sympathizers in other parties start moving
along the path of toppling this Government. The fall of this
Government would, in its turn, be a very big blow to the
Indira group Congress, not only in Kerala but in the whole
country. Its leaders are, therefore, fondly hoping that the
boastful Right Communists, who have been promising an
increasing number of defectors from the CPI(M) and SSP,
would prove correct and the Government (in which they
themselves would get a share in return for the share given
to the Right Communists in the Bihar and U.P. Ministries
formed by them) would have a comfortable majority with-
out the support of the Syndicate or its sympathizers in other
parties.

The Syndicate, too, has its worries. For, although its leaders
show a brave face and challenge the 'mini-front’ and Indira
group for a trial of strength, they know that they cannot
have any spectacular victory in a triangular contest. There
is, on the other hand, a possibility that their most hated
enemy, the CPI(M), would come out creditably. But what
can they do? Join hands with the Indira group and the Right
Communists? Can they tolerate the Indira Group and the
Right Communists who happen to be their main enemy now?

ISP—Unhappy Partner

There remains the ISP, a constituent of the ‘mini-front’. They
would certainly like to continue in the ‘mini-front’—Kerala
Congress coalition. They are, however, unhappy that within
this coalition, they have to play second fiddie to the Right
Communists who are today dominating the coalition. Voices
have, in fact, been raised within the ‘mini-front’-Kerala
Congress coalition that they have been made to fall from the
frying pan of Marxist domination to the fire of Right Com-
munist domination. “There is at least some justification.”
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say some ISP leaders, “for the Marxists to try to dominate,
since they, after all, are a big party. But what about the
Right Communists? They have nothing and yet they want to
dominate the coalition.” There are persistent reports that the
two ministers (who are comparatively junior in the party
hierarchy to the two former ministers, Kunhu and Kurup)
are acting at the behest of the dominating Right Communists.
This party, too, is thus facing a difficult choice.

One can only sympathize with the right Communist leader
who does not see these aspects of the political reality inside
the legislature and gloss over what the leader of the Syndi-
cate Congress called the “technical majority” behind the
Government headed by his party.
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CPI(M) Central Committee
Resolution on G.O.l. Decision on
Chandigarh*

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India
(Marxist), after having considered the decision of the Gov-
ernment of India on Chandigarh, and appreciating the decision
of Sant Fateh Singh to give up his fast and threat of seif-
immolation is pleased to note that the threatened communal
flare-up in the State of Punjab is averted. It is happy that the
situation has not been allowed to worsen further, which would
have only helped the reactionaries and communal elements
to mislead the masses of both the States into fratricidal conflict.
Whatever disagreements they may have to certain aspects of
the decision of the Government of India, the C.C urges upon
the people and on all parties of both the States to continue
to preserve at any cost the harmony between the people of
both the States.

In this connection, the C. C. cannot but draw attention to
the fact that the Chandigarh isssue or Punjab-Harayana bound-
ary adjustment issue had been made a point of dispute and
discord, by inordinately delaying the formation of the lin-
guistic State of Punjab and when it was ultimately con-
ceded, the boundary was sought to be fixed on the basis of
1961 Census, whose figures were unreliable as far as the
language question was concerned, because of Hindu-Sikh
communal differences.

Even now the Govenment of India’s decision to hand over
a greater part of Fazilka tehsil to Haryana and providing a

*Published in “People’s Democracy”, Calcutta, February 8, 1970.
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corridor one furlong wide is an unprincipled decision. Firstly,
a large number of these villages are not Hindi-speaking but
Punjabi-speaking, though Hindus are in majority. Thus, the
decision of handing over these villages to Haryana, sets a
dangerous principle of adjusting boundaries of the State on
communal consideration, sows seeds of further scope for
communal incitement by the interested reactionary groups.

Secondly, it is unprincipled to provide a corridor to link
up access to pockets of differnt linguistic groups to one or
another State, and a fantastic way of solving the problem of
promoting harmony between two States or two sections of
people. The only principle in such cases should be taking
the group of villages of different language (here Hindi-speaking
group of villages in Fazilka tehsil) and the intermediate villages
which are interposed (here Punjabi-speaking villages), that
are breaking the contiguity (contiguity between Fazilka tehsil
in Punjab and Hissar district in Haryana), this whole com-
pact group should be so demarcated and allotted to one lin-
guistic State or another as to leave the least number of lin-
guistic minority people in the other State.

The C.C hopes that the leaders and the people of Punjab
and Haryana would arrive at common friendly agreement as
to the just and correct principles of their border adjustment.
The C.C. is of firm opinion that all border issues between
States should be solved on the basis of village and contiguity
expeditiously before the interested parties make it a main
issue and mislead the people into wrong and disruptive
movement. The Central Government should clearly define
the terms of reference of the proposed Commission on this
basjs. The democratic forces and especially the communists
should never allow these minor issues to become the focal
points and allow the attention of toiling masses to be diverted
from the urgent tasks of fighting the vested interests for
their economic and political demands and rights.

The C.C notes that the Jana Sangh and Syndicate have
created large-scale disturbances in Haryana exploiting the
feelings of discontent among certain sections of the people.

Com.14.4
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The people and toilers should be beware of this game which
only helps the reactionary vested interests. The C.C appeals
to the people of Haryana and Punjab, especially toilers, not
to be misled by the mischievous propaganda of reactionary
forces who intend to create strife between the people of
both the States with a view to divert their attention from the
issues facing the people.
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Fight This Betrayal*

Statement dated January 30, 1970 issued by the
Secretariat of West Bengal State Committee of
C.P.I.(M) on the Conspiracy to break the United
Front Government of West Bengal

The West Bengal Secretariat of the CPl (M) has issued the
following statement in Calcutta on January 30, 1970 :

The existence of U.F. Government in which the people of
West Bengal reposed their trust is in serious danger. This
danger has come at a time when the workers, peasants and
other toiling people have scored important victories with the
help of the U.F. Government in their struggle against the
reactionary vested interests and when the situation demands
further strengthening of the U.F. The conspiracy to break
the U.F. and to impose a puppet Government on the people
with the help of the Congress has reached a crucial stage. It
is spearheaded by the leaders of the Bangla Congress sup-
ported by some others. It is being engineered on the plea of
“law and order” and fighting against the so-called “high-
handed attitude of the CPI(M)”.

Mischievous slanders are being invented and grave provo-
cations are being organized in order to create incidents or
clashes to justify this design to break up the U.F. Govern-
ment. The people are becoming increasingly conscious about
this conspiracy and are expresssing their strong opposition
to such moves. The people, and particularly our comrades
and sympathizers, are showing great restraint in face of
provocations. But it is unfortunate that a small section o
people in some places and even some of, our-!,adﬁlradt:s_aﬁ:\m
sympathizers are found to be not fullfawa’re 6f the danger™~ ".5\’3;

*Published in “People’s Democracy”, Cal;utta Fetﬁung B 10 [ TR
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and are allowing themselves to fall a prey to provocations.
They are to understand that it directly helps the game of
disruptors. We should not allow such things to happen.
The CPI(M) urges upon the people in general and our
comrades .in particular to prepare themselves to face any
eventuality and fight against any betrayal. At the same time,
it urges upon them to be on guard against any provocations,
however grave they may be. The Secretariat directs all dis-
trict units of our Party to take serious note of the danger and
take urgent measures against falling a prey to provocations.
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CPI(M)’s Urgent Letter
to All Constituents of
West Bengal United Front*

Comrade Promod Dasgupta, member of the Polit Bureau
and Secretary of the West Bengal State Committee of the
Communist Party of India (Marxist) has addressed the fol-
lowing urgent letter to all constituents of the West Bengal
United Front on January 30, 1970:

1. The UF. in which the people of West Bengal have placed
great hopes and the U.F Government which has been brought into
existence by the people as the only alternative, are in deep crisis.
The attitude and activities of some of the constituents have inten-
sified this crisis. The CPI (M) urges upon all parties to stop before
the precipice and not to do anything to break the U.F.

The people of West Bengal decidedly rejected the Congress
and voted for the U.F. to run the Government in way different
from the Congress way and that the Government machinery is
not used against the people, but is used to help the people in
their struggle against the vested interests. We are glad that in
spite of some possible mistakes and shortcomings the U.F.
Government has creditably discharged this duty. While taking
necessary measures to correct mistakes every party should feel
proud of the achievements. Any slander against the Govern-
ment undermines the basis of the U.F.

Agreed Decisions Unimplemented

2. With the advance of the cause of the people, certain stresses
and strains began to develop within the U.F. adversely

*Published in “People’s Democracy”, Calcutta, February 8, 1970.
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affecting inter-party relations. The U.F. after serious delib-
erations took important decisions at different stages to solve
the inter-party problems—the nine-point decisions of Sep-
tember 17, 1969, and the seven-point decisions of October
26, 1969. But without giving any opportunity to put them
into operation some parties took certain steps to aggravate
the crisis which was objectively aimed at breaking the U.F.
Government. Slanders were invented and attacks were con-
centrated against the CPI(M) without whose participation
and proper role there can be no U.F. Certain other deplor-
able steps were taken with the same object in view. Now
certain proposals like formation of all-party committees at
each thana have been put forward by some parties which, if
insisted upon, will not in any way help to solve the problem
as claimed by the sponsors, but will mean the last step to
paralyze the administrative machinery and to break the U.F.
and thus create a dangerous situation.

3. Deterioration in inter-party relations and inter-party
clashes are serious problems which the U.F. took note of in
due time. The five bigger parties including the Bangla Congress
thoroughly discussed this problem and placed their views
before the U.F. for consideration. The 14 parties after prolonged
discussions adopted unanimously a common document
analyzing the causes of inter-party troubles and prescribing
a nine-point programme solution. Concrete programmes for
issuing handbills and holding joint meetings were taken.
But unfortunately some parties have chosen to forget the
causes analysed therein and started concentrating attack on
the CPI(M). Without giving any chance to implement the
programme the Bangla Congress leadership came out with a
highly objectionable and disruptive resolution. The U.F. again
discussed the problem on October 25 and 26 and decided on
seven-point concrete programme. They included concrete steps
like stopping slanders, distributing handbills containing the
earlier nine-point decision of U.F., measures for ensuring
peaceful harvest, measures to settle some serious disputes
and holding joint meetings. The CPI(M) in its supreme anxiety
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to maintain unity of U.F,, did not rake up the past and agreed
loyally to carry out the programme. To disabuse the minds
of all the constituents and to correct any possible mistakes,
the Home Minister belonging to our Party proposed that the
activities of his department should be first reviewed and that
concrete instance should be sent to him before such discussion
can take place. But no party uptill now has given any concrete
thing in writing except unilaterally making vague and
slanderous assertions. To make matters worse, the Bangla
Congress leadership again without giving any trial to the
seven-point programme started statewide hunger-strikes, in-
tensified slander campaign against the CPI(M) and went to
the absurd length of deriding the U.F. Government as
“uncivilized” and “barbarous”. To slander and blacken the
U.F. Government means to knock out the very basis of the
U.F. The Bangla Congress leaders have not yet given any
explanation with regard to this slander despite repeated
demands by our Party.

Interference by Chief Minister

Recently the Bangla Congress leaders have gone a step fur-
ther to break the U.F. The very basis of the U.F. is common
discussion and agreed work. No party is subservient to any
other party—not to speak of the biggest party being at the
mercy of a smaller party. But the Bangla Congress leaders
utilizing the position of Chief Ministership has misused the
provisions of Section 29(3) of the Rules of Business to di-
rectly interfere in the day-to-day activities of the Home
Department. Had there been any bonafide intention the Chief
Minister could have easily had discussion with the Home
Minister. It was objectively meant to pit officers against
officers and disorganize the administration.

All these steps and activities can point to one direction
only, i.e., to disrupt the U.F,, to form a Government without
the biggest party, the CPI(M), and with Congress coopera-
tion. Statements to this effect have been appearing in the
Press on behalf of the Bangla Congress leaders. This has
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further deepened the crisis and has brought the U.F. on the
verge of break-down.

In the context of these developments, it is impossible to
make one believe that some of the recent proposals like
formation of advisory committees at each thana or advisory
committees for the Ministers are meant to solve inter-party
problems. Rather they will objectively lead to the break-up
of the U.F. Government. It should be noted that when such
proposals are put forward, slanders and attacks against the
CPI(M) are intensified.

4. Formation of so-called thana committees is an absurd
proposal. The real problem lies in the relation among differ-
ent parties. Without solving the problem, imposition of such
committees will worsen the problem. Moreover, the whole
day-to-day administration will completely collapse. This
proposal is politically motivated to attack and slander the
CPI(M) and to disorganize the administration. The CPI(M)
cannot but resist any such proposal in the interest of the
U.F. itself.

Similarly the formation of so-called committees at each
Ministry cannot be of any use except making day-to-day
work impossible.

While avoiding any concrete discussion regarding the work
of the police which our Party suggested long ago, to bring
forward such proposals like formation of thana committees
cannot be a sincere desire to solve the inter-party problems.
It can only mean an intensification of the slander campaign

against the CPI(M). The CPI(M) can never accept such a
position.

Proposals for Solution

5. The real solution lies elsewhere and we place them again
before all parties for consideration:

a) The U.F. should regularly review the work of various
departments. The Home Minister offered his department for
review first on the basis of concrete reports placed by different
parties. The Cabinet itself can discuss any department. Special
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meetings of the U.F. and the Cabinet may be held on specific
problems any time.

b) There are district U.F. Committees. They can discuss
and review the work in their districts and should hold joint
meetings to thrash out mutual differences.

c¢) On any dispute among different parties on any prob-
lem at any level the parties should hold bilateral and if nec-
essary, multilateral discussions, they should discuss at a higher
level whenever local parties fail to arrive at agreed solution.
They can help the administration in this way at all levels.
This was the method suggested in the nine-point programme.
This method was followed at the time of harvest with better
results. /

. d) Sincere efforts should be made to implement the nine-
point and seven-point programmes. Without giving any trial
to them it is futile to suggest any other scheme.

6. To carry out the mandate of the people and to save the
U.F. it is absolutely necessary that every party should loy-
ally follow the principle of U.F, i.e., common discussion
and agreed decisions in order to carry out the 32-point pro-
gramme of the U.F. Any attempt to interfere in any other
department on any pretext should stop. Differences should
be solved by mutual discussion. It should be impermissible
for any party of the U.F. to slander the U.F. Government.
Any defects, weaknesses or shortcomings of the U.F. Gov-
ernment and inter-party differences are to be solved by the
only admissible method of mutual discussion. Any thinking
to form any Government by excluding any party of the U.F.
must be discarded. The attempt to attack the CPI(M) must
stop. Only on this common understanding the seven-point
and nine-point programmes can be successfully carried out.
We are confident that with the backing of the people we can
solve the inter-party problems, if all the constituents wish it.

7. We cannot be oblivious to the dangerous attempts to
break the U.F. and form a Government behind the back of
the people by excluding the CPI(M) and other parties and
with the inevitable collaboration with the Congress. Such
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attempts are not only against the people’s interests, but will
be a gross betrayal of their mandate as well as of the 32-
point programme. No party has got any right to do that,
without going to the people, and seeking their fresh man-
date.



13

CPI(M) Central Committee’s
Report on Present Political Situation*

Placed before and adopted by the
Central Committee of CPI(M) in its meeting held
in Calcutta from February 2 te 7, 1970

The issue of inner-party crisis in the ruling Congress party
and its assessment in class terms has been a topic under
discussion by the Polit Bureau and Central Committee of
the CPI(M) as has been the case with all the other political
parties since the first quarter of the year 1969. The fact that
our Party, during the entire course of this developing crisis,
was taking broadly a correct stand on every crucial question
thrust before it, should not lead us to the complacent belief
that everything is correct and comprehensive with our po-
litical assessment of the Congress split, that there is no need
to further deepen and enrich our understanding of the entire
situation.

Our Central Committee, immediately following the fourth
general elections, had undertaken the task of a concrete detailed
assessment of the then prevailing political situation, and on
that basis had worked out a political-tactical line to be pur-
sued by the Party. That resolution “was an attempt at a new
political-tactical line for our Party to suit the newly opened
current situation. As is well-known to all Marxist-Leninists,
‘tactics are the determination of the line of conduct of the
proletariat in the comparatively short period of the flow and
ebb of the movement, the rise and decline of the revolution’,
and our Party is duty bound to work out such tactical lines
from time to time, depending on the changing situation and

*Published 1n the compilation of CPI(M) documents from February
1969 10 Apnl 1971. This report was dated February 9, 1970,
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see to it that 1t dovetails into the class strategy worked out
for the entire stage of the revolution in our Programme.”
(New Situation and Party’s Tasks, p. 82)

It was nearly three years ago that our Central Committee
addressed itself to this task and worked out its political-
tactical line. It is now necessary to find out whether there is
any serious change in the present political situation and whether
any corresponding new tactical orientation is required for
the revolutionary movement. A cursory glance at the pre-
vailing political scene in the country would convince every
politically minded person that the situation has vastly changed
from the one that obtained prior to the developments in the
latter half of the year 1969. The split in the Congress party,
the betrayal of the United Front in Kerala by certain parties
headed by the Right Communists and the activities to under-
mine the U.F. Government in West Bengal on similar lines,
and the banner of opposition to the national coalition gov-
ernment slogan of the Syndicate Congress, Jana Sangh and
Swatantra alliance being taken up by the ruling Congress
wing, too, at the Centre are some of the striking develop-
ments in the present situation.

These developments are not fortuitous. In the context of
the deepening economic crisis despite all the assertions of
the bourgeoisie, the democratic revolutionary struggles car-
ried forward against the bourgeois-landlord rule and the
policies of the Central Government to shift the burden of the
crisis on to the shoulders of the working class and the com-
mon people had scored signal victories. These struggles had
received tremendous impetus and encouragement by the
policies of the two U.F. Governments of West Bengal and
Kerala, particularly after the mid-term elections in West Bengal.
These two Governments and their policies were generating
a radical influence throughout the country.

Precisely as a result of all these factors, class contradic-
tions have further sharpened. The ruling classes are in dis-
array and the initial stages of the political crisis, noted in
the April 1967 document, has reached another new phase,
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symbolized by the open split in the Congress party and the
scramble for new political alliances by the ruling class par-
ties in order to meet the challenge of the rising democratic
movement and to safeguard their class rule.

The intensification of the class struggles and the sharp-
ening of class contradictions also find expression in the
different political parties and groups that constitute the U.F.s
in Kerala and West Bengal.

The phenomenon noted in the April 1967 resolution, viz.,
“the Left and democratic parties and groups, under the im-
pact of the mass struggles and the mounting anti-Congress
mood of the people are increasingly realizing the necessity
and urgency of unity among themselves” is no longer present
in that form. In the face of these mounting class struggles,
their anti-Congressism is giving place to new illusions in
the Congress party led by Indira Gandhi and several parties
are succumbing to anti-Communism. Reactionary forces
naturally seek to utilize this situation to whip up anti-Com-
munist frenzy and isolate our Party. The Indira Gandhi wing

f the Congress, too, gives encouragement to these parties
of the U.F. in their conspiracy to form governments exclud-
ing our Party. The conspiracy has succeeded in toppling the
U.F. Government in Kerala and a similar threat hangs over
the U.F. and its Government in West Bengal.

The two wings of the split Congress are making feverish
attempts to rally the opposition parties and groups behind
their respective wings and several of these parties are tend-
ing to fall a prey to them.

The C.C. resolution of April 1967 noted :

“With the emergence of eight non-Congress Governments
in states and the precarious majority for the Congress party
in the Lok Sabha, the leaders of the Swatantra and Jana
Sangh parties have been raising the slogan of a national
coalition government at the Centre. It is also followed by
intermittent threats of forcing a mid-term election on the
Congress party, if it is not willing to accept the slogan and
form a coalition with them. The monopolist press in the
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country has taken the cue and has busied itself with selling
the slogan. A debate is on in several political parties, par-
ticularly the Congress, Swatantra, Jana Sangh and the like,
with arguments for and against it.

“The slogan, in substance, is a slogan aimed at nullifying
the popular victories scored against the Congress in the fourth
general elections. It is a slogan that, first and foremost, calls
for a united front of the bourgeois-landlord classes and their
political parties to confront the democratic opposition par-
ties, with the avowed aim of stabilizing and consolidating
the tottering bourgeois-landlord Government and its rule and
the disruption and suppression of the democratic forces. Shorn
of all niceties it is an out-and-out reactionary and counter-
revolutionary slogan and needs to be countered effectively
and unhesitatingly.

“No democratic party or group in the country should fall
into this trap, and no democrat or progressive belonging to
any party, worth his grain, should allow himself to be lured
into this snare.” (/bid, pp. 75-78)

As a result of the deepening economic-political crisis,
this slogan which has been raised by the Swatantra Party
and Jana Sangh following the fourth general elections to
counter the challenge of the democratic forces, has gained a
big momentum thanks to its open espousal by the Syndicate
wing of the Congress, too. In the context of the combined
and coordinated efforts for its fruition by the Syndicate,
Jana Sangh and Swatantra parties, this threat has assumed
today menacing proportions. No democratic party, least of
all a revolutionary working class party like ours, can ignore
or be indifferent to this menace except at great peril to itself
and the democratic movement.

It was noted in the April 1967 resolution of the Central
Committee, “the crisis has forced to the forefront the battle
of policies and programmes, which battle, of course, is sure
to bring about a new alignment of class forces and new
polarization of political forces”. The year 1969, following
the mid-term poll results, has witnessed the pronounced
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features of this phenomenon, one cycle being completed with
the split of the Congress party, emergence of two rival
Congresses, with two bourgeois lines of solution to meet the
crisis. In these circumstances, the battle against policies and
programmes, against the capitalist path of development,
assumes greater importance.

The big change brought about in the political situation of
1967-68 can be vividly seen when we compare the present
political stand of our Party with the one we had in the pre-
vious period and under different political conditions. The
April 1967 resolution, while sharply pointing out the need
to fight and expose the extreme reactionary character of
parties like the Jana Sangh and Swatantra observes:

“The big bourgeois-landlord classes and the Congress and
other political parties representing them would not take the
defeat lying down. They will embark on repeated attempts
to unite all the reactionary parties and groups into a bloc or
a single party to pit against the popular forces and the
Communist Party. They will also try every trick to drive a
wedge between the other democratic parties and the Com-
munist Party. But the objective class realities and the con-
tradictions inherent in them hinder these attempts at every
stage, preventing their fructification. The proletariat and its
Communist Party should and can foil all ruling class machi-
nations provided it proceeds on correct class lines and the
correct tactics that follow from it.

“So, we should neither allow ourselves to become vic-
tims of the naive and erroneous idea that the unity of all our
class enemies against us is always easy, possible and round
the corner, nor should we lose our self-confidence and con-
viction that by studying carefully and utilising skilfully every
fissure, conflict and contradiction in the enemy camp the
proletariat and its Communist Party can and should foil their
attempt.

“The single biggest lesson that stands out is that by pur-
suing a determined struggle to win allies on a wider scale
and concentrating the main fire and directing the main edge
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against the Congress party and its Government, since it
continues to be the chief instrument of the class rule and
exploitation of the big bourgeoisie and landlords, we have
succeeded in contributing considerably to the people’s vic-
tories at the polls.

“This we should pursue with vigour and also cover up
the gaps, if any, found on more closer examination. The fact
that the Congress party still is the strongest class party of
the bourgeois-landlord classes should not be lost sight of
and no room should be given now for the revisionist scare
of non-Congress right reaction at the present stage, and
consequent advocacy of a united democratic front with this
or that section of the Congress; it will be disastrous to do
so.” (Ibid, pp. 59-60)

But under the changed political situation since the latter
half of 1969, our Party, while in no way compromising the
role of our Party as a party of revolutionary opposition, has
been lending certain amount of support to the Central Gov-
ernment run by the anti-Syndicate wing of the Congress
party, in order to defeat the determined efforts of the Syn-
dicate-Swatantra-Jana Sangh combine and thus ward off the
grave danger of this combine taking over the Central Gov-
ernment. The efforts we made to ensure the victory of V.V.
Giri and the defeat of the Syndicate candidate Sanjeeva Reddy
in the Presidential contest, the opposition to the censure
motion sponsored by the Syndicate allies over the Govern-
ment’s performance at the Rabat Conference, and the Cen-
tral Committee’s declaration “extending support to Indira
Gandhi’s Government for every measure directed against the
menace of the Syndicate” were all taken to prevent this menace
fructifying into actuality.

Our Party is called upon to boldly face the situation and
conduct the struggle against the impending menace of the
extreme right reaction and also against the threat posed to
the unity of the democratic and revolutionary movement in
the country. To discharge this difficult task, what is required
is utmost clarity of thinking regarding the analysis and
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assessment of the political situation, a correct estimate of
the degree of maturity of the economic-political crisis, and
a concrete analysis of the alignment of class forces. Then
alone it is possible to work out corresponding slogans, tactics,
forms of struggle and organization.

The Background to the Congress Split

The economic crisis, as noted by the C.C. Resolution of
April 1967, was something deeper and more serious than
what it was sought to be depicted by the bourgeois theore-
ticians. It is not simply in the nature of an ordinary periodic
cycle of the capitalist order, nor merely the evil legacy left
behind by the former British imperialist rulers. The capital-
ist path of development embarked upon by the Congress
Governments, with the fond hope of liquidating the chronic
crisis of a colonial economy, is itself involved in a serious
crisis, superimposed on the old crisis-ridden colonial economy.
The new big inequalities that the so-called planned develop-
ment has engendered, making a handful of rich fabulously
richer and the great mass of the people poorer and poorer,
have further aggravated and sharpened the class and social
contradictions to such a point where the much tom-tomed
planned development has virtually come to a grinding halt.
The simple fact that the Fourth Five-Year Plan had to be put
in abeyance for full five years since 1965 speaks volumes
about the fiasco of the so-called middle path, which is the
path of capitalist development. The problem of resources for
the plan is posed before the ruling class as a serious chal-
lenge.

Two sharp alternatives are open to the country. One is to
mop up the internal resources by attacking the landlords,
big business and foreign monopolists and build a democratic
and prosperous economy. The other is to continue the path
of capitalist development by launching further intensified
attacks on the livelihood of the great mass of our people.
The Congress party and its Government by their very class
character cannot choose the former course. The latter course

Com.14.5
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has already led to the growth of resistance and the emer-
gence of a democratic challenge.

Differences have arisen precisely over the question of
how to meet this challenge. The wing headed by the Synd:-
cate is determined to pursue the path of frontally attacking
the people and overcoming their resistance by naked oppres-
sion and suppression of the democratic movement and, above
all, the Communist Party of India (Marxist) which is lead-
ing the struggles of the masses. It realises that this line can
be carried out only in alliance with ‘like-minded’ parties
such as the Swatantra Party and Jana Sangh. The line of the
Syndicate means further shift of the internal and external
policies to the extreme right, and abject surrender to the
imperialists.

The Indira Gandhi wing is apprehensive that such a course
would further shrink the mass base of the Congress, by al-
ienating the Muslims and other minorities as well as the
Harijans from the Congress and would tarnish its image.
While it firmly sticks to the same old bankrupt path—the
path of capitalist development by relying on collaboration
with the foreign monopolists and in alliance with the land-
lords, which they call a ‘middle path’ the very path that is
at the root of the present economic-political crisis—at the
same time it seeks to expand its mass base by catering to the
pressing needs of the discontented non-big bourgeoisie, besides
promising certain concession to the oppressed petty-bour-
geoisie and the people. It demagogically raises the slogan of
socialism, and talks against monopolists and landlords, and
seeks to sow illusions among the people. It hopes that thereby
it can arrest the shift of the masses away from the policies
of bourgeois-landlord parties and towards the alternative demo-
cratic policies as advocated by the CPI(M). It also seeks to
wean away the parties that had formed the U.F.s with the
CPI(M). It seeks to continue the present foreign policy to
avoid total dependence on imperialism.

Reviewing the fourth general elections, the C.C. in April
1967 noted as one of the features of the political crisis that
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in the face of the developing economic crisis and the rapid
rise of mass anti-Congress discontent, the happy position
when the Congress party was the sole party uniting the entire
bourgeois-landlord classes was no longer there and the re-
verse process of several groups and sections breaking away
from the Congress and-forming several parties had begun.
This process has taken a big support and resulted in the
division of the Congress from top to bottom.

It is true that this split has taken place in the background
of the deepening economic-political crisis and growing mass
awakening in the country. It is equally true that the U.F.s
and their state Governments in Kerala and West Bengal and
the fillip they gave to the innumerable class and mass strug-
gles in these states as well as the widespread movement all
over the country, played a crucial role in vitally influencing
the course of the present political developments. However,
the situation is such that the revolutionary working class
and its democratic allies are not yet sufficiently organised
and strong enough to make a direct bid to overthrow bour-
geois-landlord rule and fight here and now for its alternative
People’s Democratic path. The split has come about in a
situation when the ideological-political influence of the
bourgeois-landlord class over the masses is still consider-
able and when several bourgeois and petty-bourgeois parties
with their opportunist policies have not sufficiently discred-
ited and exposed themselves in the eyes of the masses. The
working class and its party can ignore this factor only at its
peril.

The fight of the Congress wing led by Indira Gandhi
against the Syndicate and its attempt to take over the Cen-
tral Government in alliance with the Swatantra Party and
Jana Sangh is of great political significance in this context.

Both the wings of the split Congress, it is true, have not
yet reached the point of such despair about elections and the
running of a parliamentary system of government as to con-
template asking the military to take over. For the first time
in the post-independence era, the stability of the Central
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Government is rudely shaken, and it has immense poltical
significance for the parties of revolutionary opposition. This
is a development for which the revolutionary forces have
been fighting all along, namely, break up the Congress
monopoply of power and thus pave the way for the ending
of the bourgeois-landlord class rule headed by the big
bourgeosie. The process has begun in a big way, thanks to
the political crisis that has set in and is rapidly unfolding
with every passing day. Our Party which has been playing a
significant political role in guiding and shaping the revolu-
tionary movement, for which alone it is inviting the wrath of
every reactionary force in the country, is called upon to
actively intervene in the developing situation and fight for
the advance of the political line it has been advocating. Here,
we face mischief from both ends, Right revisionism and
Left adventurism.

Different Assessments of the
Congress Split and Their Implications

The imperialist circles, as is evident from the comments
appearing in the leading monopolist newspapers of the USA
and Britain, are, no doubt, worried over the developments in
our country since the fourth general elections, particularly
the emergence of the two Left-oriented state U.F. Governments
of Kerala and West Bengal in which our Party happened to
occupy a central place. They look upon the Congress split in
their own way and seem to be neither confident about the
success of the Syndicate leadership and its projected line
nor unduly alarmed about the line advocated by Indira Gandhi
and her wing of the Congress. They feel assured that the
victory of either wing in no way affects their basic interests,
while throwing sly hints of military take-over in case they
do not behave within the set limits. Theirs seems to be a
wait-and-watch attitude instead of openly throwing their weight
in support of one or the other Congress wing, as such a
course might invite popular indignation in the country, besides
possible international complications. At any rate, they are
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not worried over the radical and socialist postures of the
Indira Gandhi Government and do not hesitate to exploit the
weakness of the divided and weakened Government to further
their own ends, beating down the semblance of resistance it
was so far putting up against the dictates of foreign monopoly
capital. It is significant that not a word comes out from
Indira Gandhi’s Congress and its Government against the
depredations of foreign monopoly capital and everything goes
well with its deals in India, the latest being the clearance of
licences to the fertiliser factory of the Birlas in collaboration
with U.S. capital and the Government’s decision to go in for
the long-delayed purchases of the Boeing 737. The whole
network of the USA, including the Central Intelligence Agency,
entrenched at different levels and on different fronts in the
country goes on merrily with all its mischief of whipping up
anti-Communism and purchasing all those who can be
purchased and recruited for this ‘holy’ task.

The Soviet press and radio express feelings of distur-
bance over the prospect of a Syndicate victory and are
anxious to throw their full weight in favour of the Indira
Gandhi Government. They still continue to put much store
in the crisis-ridden and bankrupt “middle path of Nehru
fame”, fondly hoping that it can be salvaged by the party
and Government headed by Indira Gandhi. Though they
are hesitant to characterize the Indira Gandhi Govern-
ment and its wing of the Congress as representing the
class interests of the non-big bourgeoisie in opposition to
the big bourgeoisie, they do confer on it the title that it
is the ‘progressive’ wing of the ‘national bourgeoisie’,
no matter what its attitude is towards foreign capital and
feudal and semi-feudal landlordism at home. They not
only throw their weight openly in support of the Indira
Gandhi Congress and its Government, but also exhort the
working class and other democratic forces in the country
to unreservedly rally behind that Government in order to
save the “great and glorious path” that “great and glori-
ous son of India, Nehru” had chalked out.
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The Indian revisionists go another step forward organis-
ing demonstrations with slogans of “Syndicate murdabad”,
and “Indira Gandhi zindabad” and viciously attacking the
CPI(M) for not falling in line with its treacherous tactics. It
has already blown up one of the only two Left-oriented U.Fs
and their state Governments in Kerala and West Bengal. The
Congress split, according to them, i$ a split between the big
and non-big bourgeoisie in the country, opening up wonder-
ful prospects of a national coalition government at the Cen-
tre under the leadership of Indira Gandhi’s wing of the Con-
gress, a government supposed to be under the *“exclusive
leadership” of neither the bourgeoisie nor the proletariat,
but under the leadership of “all anti-imperialist and anti-
feudal democratic classes”. They pad it with all sorts of
deceitful phrases and add “ifs” and “buts”, opportunistically
shifting their positions every alternate day as their bankrupt
thesis comes under attack and exposure.

In the early period of this controversy during 1963-66,
these revisionist pundits maintained that the Swatantra, Jana
Sangh, Akali Dal, Muslim League and DMK were the par-
ties representing the forces of extreme reaction and they
must be fought in alliance with the Congress party and its
Government. But beginning with the fourth general elec-
tions up to the middle of 1968, the same gentry were allying
with several of these parties, such as the Jana Sangh and
Swatantra, forming and functioning united fronts and state
Governments with them, all under the high-sounding name
of fighting the reactionary Congress! They thus did their bit
to prove their anti-Congress bona fides.

Subsequently during the course of the Congress in-fight
the revisionist leaders came out with the thesis that the split
in the Congress party was between the reactionary forces on
the one side and the progressive forces on the other, basi-
cally representing the monopolists and anti-monopolists re-
spectively. They claimed that what they were saying for
long had come true, and the possibility of building a ‘Na-
tional Democratic Front’ together with the Congress wing
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and Government headed by Indira Gandhi for achieving the
‘National Democratic Revolution’ had opened up, etc.

Then came a slight twisting and turning, and they began
saying that “clear-cut differentiation between the progressives
and reactionaries” had not yet taken place but “this differ-
entiation has already started and the process will proceed at
a rapid pace”, etc. Their National Council Resolution sings
the refrain that those “who have rallied under the leadership
of Indira Gandhi do not all represent the same ideological
and political stand” and “there are many vacillating and even
reactionary sections in her camp”. What a discovery!

Reviewing the Bombay session of the Congress and its
deliberations, the revisionist weekly New Age wrote : “Thus,
in the final analysis there is nothing spectacularly radical or
revolutionary in the economic programme put forward in
the Bombay Congress session”, “Labour has got a shabby
deal at Azadnagar”, “On many items in the proposed pro-
gramme like state trading in foodgrains, take-over of ex-
port-import trade, ceiling on urban income, bank loans for
the landless, such reservations were evident. Almost all the
Chief Ministers were opposed to take-over of the foodgrains
trade and unrestricted loan facilities to landless labour.
Brahmananda Reddy dragged his feet on setting a deadline
for land reforms. D.P. Mishra was reluctant to accept ceil-
ings on urban property. M. L. Sukhadia was doubtful about
the benefits of nationalising sugar industry”, and, “ultimately,
a compromise was struck by which the resolution said that
the Congress has to contain the right reaction in the form of
communalism and conservatism, and also prevent violent
and chaotic action by Left extremists.”

After reporting all this story, the paper’s editorial lamented:
“The attitude of Indira Gandhi, Y. B. Chavan and other lead-
ers is, however, not unexpected. This stems from their basic
class positions. After all, they are the political representa-
tives of the national bourgeoisie.” Then came a long list of
thirtyeight demands, what they called their “short-term im-
mediate programme of economic reforms”. The progressive
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and anti-monopolist wing of the Congress leaders thus are
“after all political representatives of the national bourgeoi-
sie”’! In between, the revisionist leaders also make state-
ments, for the record, that they are not advocating alliance
or front with the Indira Gandhi Government, and that theirs
is only conditional and critical support to her. While pour-
ing venom against the CPI(M) for its refusal to characterise
the Indira Gandhi wing of the Congress as representing the
progressive and anti-monopolist sections of the bourgeoisie
and rejecting a united front with it, the revisionists forge an
anti-Communist front and Government in Kerala with the
open support of the Indira Gandhi Congress, Syndicate
Congress, Kerala Congress, Karnataka Samity and every de-
fector from any party who falls for a loaf of office or for
some other favour. Such is the sorry story of the revisionist
assessment of the Congress split and such are the despicable
tactics they have embarked upon.

The Chinese press and radio see nothing in the crisis in
our country and the Congress split beyond stating that the
Syndicate wing is sold out to U.S. imperialism while the
opposite wing is sold out to Soviet social-imperialism, and
the entire dispute between the two Congress wings is re-
duced to a dog-fight between two sets of imperialist stooges.
The political crisis, according to them, is a revolutionary
crisis, and there is no other tactical line before the revolu-
tionary working class in the situation than to resort to armed
struggle, in the form of a people’s war. Any other assess-
ment of the political situation and any other political line by
the Communists mean betrayal, renegacy, cowardice and treach-
ery to Marxism-Leninism and the cause of revolution. It is
on the basis of such infantile estimation of the correlation of
class forces that a section of the Party, which has come to
be called the Naxalite school of thought, and the believers
in the so-called Thought of Mao Tse-tung, revolted against
the Party. They had started their. sad experiments, which,
during the last three years, not only inflicted serious dam-
ages on the revolutionary movement of our country, but also
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gave a handle to the Government to physically destroy scores
of militant fighters. This section has now split into numer-
ous groups fighting each other, though all of them concen-
trate their fire on the CPI(M) and its political line and dis-
organise the peasants’ and workers’ movement in several
pockets. For them, fascism already exists in India and it is
immaterial whether it'is Syndicate’s rule or anti-Syndicate
rule. As such, they do not need to bother their heads to
analyse and assess the crisis and the Congress split.

The leaders of the SSP have assessed the Congress split
more or less on similar lines as the split in their own party
some years ago into the two wings, PSP and SSP. The state-
ments, discussions and activities of several leaders of this
party, during the course of the recent Congress in-fight and
split, reveal the utter confusion that prevails in the thinking
of these leaders. This has now resulted in sharp differences
among the leaders. Some see the danger represented by the
Syndicate and are opposed to any alliance with it. They are
prepared to support the Indira Gandhi Congress in the fight
against the Syndicate. The dominant section of the leaders,
however, verbally refuse to make any distinction between
the two wings of the Congress, but in reality, support the
Syndicate wing. They have all along been refusing to make
any distinction between the Jana Sangh, Swatantra and most
of the other opposition parties and were ready to unite with
anyone in the name of fighting the Congress. The proposed
political alliance of the Syndicate Congress with the Jana
Sangh and Swatantra and the grave implications of the po-
litical line they project for the internal and external policies
of the country do not provoke any horror in the minds of
these leaders, as alliance with the Jana Sangh and Swatantra
is nothing new or shocking to them as they have been advo-
cating such alliances and practising such tactics for long. To
hide their utterly right-opportunist politics, some top lead-
ers of the SSP are indulging in pseudo-Leftist demagogy of
uncompromising “anti-Congressism”, equating both the
Congress wings and the political alliances they have mooted.
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They advocate a line of equidistance from both, but are ready
to ally with either under the screen of a “time-bound mini-
mum programme”. Though this party dons an all-India char-
acter, practice shows that each state unit is free to follow its
own policies and work out its own alliances. In Kerala, the
state unit of the SSP has taken a correct stand and is in
alliance with our Party, opposing the treacherous mini-front
Government. In West Bengal, the party is ranged on the side
of the disruptors against us.

The opportunist and unprincipled policies of the PSP need
not be explained here at length. Its shameful alliance with
the Shiva Sena in the recent past in Bombay is known to all.
In fact, because of its opportunist policies, the PSP has lost
much of its political prestige and has been facing disintegra-
tion. In its recently held National Convention at Baroda, the
PSP has described the Jana Sangh and Swatantra as reac-
tionary forces which are inimical to its objective. It has also
tried to demarcate between the two wings of the Congress.
But it persists in its vicious anti-Communist tirades, making
the CPI(M) its principal target of hate and attack.

This grossly opportunist and unprincipled behaviour of
the all-India leaderships of these two parties is not acciden-
tal but is the inevitable outcome of their deep-seated anti-
Communist prejudices and chauvinistic politics. The rabid
anti-Soviet, anti-China, anti-Pak and anti-Communist stances
of these two parties, as amply demonstrated during the last
two decades in both the periods when they were united in
one party and divided into two parties, were at the root of
their emotional affinity with parties like the Jana Sangh and
Swatantra. It also springs from another source, namely, these
two parties have some mass base in states like U.P., Bihar
and Madhya Pradesh where the Jana Sangh, too, has ac-
quired a foothold. This tempts them to go in for all sorts of
opportunist electoral alliances in the game of bourgeois
parliamentary politigs.

These and other similar political gimmicks of these two
parties in the past neither enhanced their political prestige



Report on Present Political Situation 75

nor enabled them to escape disintegration, as is markedly
seen in the case of the PSP. The opportunist tactics the lead-
ers of these parties are pursuing in the present phase of the
deepening economic-political crisis are already causing se-
vere inner-party crises and convulsions in them, and they
will have a telling effect on their future if they persist in
these tactics without eorrecting them in time. Their entire
analysis of the Congress split and current political develop-
ments is clouded by their anti-Communism. Their radical
slogans and demands do not and cannot deceive the toiling
masses for too long when they see that these are the leaders
who shout the loudest about the so-called collapse of “law
and order” under the Marxist-led U.F. Governments of Kerala
and West Bengal, where alone the lawless law of the land-
lord and capitalist exploiters was sought to be checkmated
and the police prevented from going to the rescue of ex-
ploiting capitalists and landlords.

Then comes the attitude of several state-based parties
and break-away groups from the Congress, such as the DMK,
Akali Dal, Muslim League, Bangla Congress, BKD, Janata
Congress, Forward Bloc, RSP and the like. Most of these
parties who were compelled to seek adjustments and alli-
ances with CPI(M) when the Congress was united and re-
fused to accommodate them, are once again tempted to desert
their former anti-Congress democratic alliances and flock
around the Congress wing in power at the Centre. Thereby
they think they can both save their democratic image by
opposing the Syndicate wing and also secure their share of
spoils of office which was denied earlier. Above all, many
of these parties are alarmed at the sharpened class struggle
and the new mass awakening and unleashing of initiative in
Kerala and West Bengal, as all this in their opinion is shak-
ing their class and mass base while considerably strengthen-
ing the base of the CPI(M). A hue and cry is raised that “law
and order” is collapsing, that the CPI(M) is utilising the
police portfolio in the partisan interests of the Party, that it
is adopting a ‘big brother’ attitude and ‘bossing’ over other
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alhies, it is indulging in violence, etc. This is nothing but an
exact replica of the worldwide and time-old anti-Communist
slander. The entire monopolist-controlled press worked up
this canard, considering it a god-sent opportunity since the
slander emanated from the allied parties in the ‘fronts’ them-
selves. These parties, totally oblivious of the aim of the
monopolist-controlled press to divert the mass attention from
the rising tempo of anti-Syndicate struggle into anti-Com-
munist channels, are elated at the support and publicity they
are securing for their anti-CPI(M) slander campaign and ma-
noeuvres. They are subordinating their pledged hostility to
the Syndicate alliance to their struggle against the CPI(M)
and the United Fronts in which it is a major partner. Thus,
the anti-Congressism that prevailed among these parties during
1966-69 and which was acting as the motive force behind
the forging of these United Fronts, is found to be on the
wane, while their anti-Communist prejudices are once again
gaining the upper hand, to the detriment of the unity among
the democratic classes and masses. This undoubtedly is a
negative feature in the situation with harmful consequences
for the overall political struggle against the monopolists,
landlords and the foreign imperialists, a struggle which began
gathering momentum, thanks to the economic-political cri-
sis, the Congress split and the popular mass struggles that
were taking place during the last three years. It follows, that
our Party is facing another trying phase of defending its
independent political line, depending mainly on its inde-
pendent strength, together with its closest allies. It also is
becoming evident that the fronts forged and the front Gov-
ernments formed and functioned up to now, which were ex-
pected to serve as the instruments of struggle to rally ever-
increasing numbers of people against the bourgeois-landlord
rule, are proving unequal to the task due to the present class
composition and class links with the vested interests of some
of these constituents. It is now clear that it is necessary for
the Party unit in Kerala to once again so reorientate its work
as to mainly concentrate on organising and conducting the
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class and mass struggles, and in opposition to the mini-front
Government, with the clear perspective of working for a
new realignment of political forces and of forging the united
front on a new basis and on a far higher political level than
was the case so far. The developments in West Bengal, too,
are indicating the samg.

Cobwebs that Cloud Clear Vision

It is true that our Party did not allow itself to succumb
before the right-revisionist thesis of the Congress being split
into reactionary and progressive wings, advocating alliance
with the latter for the formation of the so-called national
democratic front and Government. Nor did the Party be-
come a victim to the Left-adventurist thesis that India, since
long, has become a U.S. neo-colony, that the Indian Govern-
ment has become a U.S. stooge, that a revolutionary crisis
is already on, demanding armed struggle and people’s war,
etc. It firmly stuck to its analysis made in the April 1967
resolution which pinpointed the deepening economic crisis
and noted how it was projecting into the political sphere,
ushering in the initial stage of a political crisis in the coun-
try.

That resolution, while noting the big opportunities thus
opened up for the advance of the revolutionary movement,

also pointed out sharply the serious weaknesses and short-

comings in the situation. It said.:

“However, the report takes serious account of the fact
that considering the immense possibilities and opportunities
that have been opened up before the working class, there
exists a big lag between the requirements of the situation
and the state of class and mass organizations of the people
and the level of their political consciousness. Special note is
taken of how the degree of consciousness and the organiza-
tion of the working class is at a pitiably low level, how its
Communist Party is very weak and even non-existent in the
greater part of the country, how the Communist movement
in India is further faced with the onslaughts of revisionism
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organised in the shape of the Right Communist Party.” (New
Situation and Party’s Tasks, p. 81)

We may add here that hardly within a couple of months
after these observations were made, a big Left-adventurist
onslaught was also made on the Party and its political line
which we could not anticipate at the time of adopting the
April 1967 resolution.

The thirtyfour months since then have been months of
serious efforts on our Party’s part to liquidate the shortcom-
ings and weaknesses, to defend the party line against the
attacks of right-revisionism and Left-adventurism and to carry
it forward, ensuring new victories for the Party. The achieve-
ments and shortcomings in this work, particularly in refer-
ence to the work of the two U.F.s and their state Govern-
ments of Kerala and West Bengal, were assessed up to the
time of the Eighth Party Congress at the end of the year
1968. All that need not be recounted here, though further
reassessment may become necessary in the light of swift
turns and rapid developments in 1969, following the mid-
term poll results and the events unfolding in that background.

The April 1967 resolution of the C.C., while discussing
the nature of the political crisis that had set in following the
fourth general elections and the formation of non-Congress
State Governments in as many as eight states, observed that
all this “denotes a big brake on the chariot wheel of the
Congress monolith”, that the election results “have seriously
undermined the monopoly of power of the Congress party”
and that “what remains of the Congress party is acutely

strife-ridden, with warring factions in a number of states
and the Centre”.

The resolution enjoined on us :

“The economic and political crisis, as it unfolds itself,
not only leads to the polarization of the forces for and against
the big bourgeois-landlord alliance, but also leads to several
f.rictions, struggles, factional squabbles, splits and forma-
tion of separate parties and groups among the bourgeois-
landlord classes and their parties. Of course, the degree and
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intensity of these conflicts and contraditions may vary from
time to time and also from place to place depending on the
stage and maturity of the crisis and on the sweep and tempo
of the mass revolutionary movement.

“Any failure on our part to undertake painstaking and
concrete study of these developments and to tend to treat
them as of no consequence or consider all of them as a
consolidated bloc of reaction will cost our cause seriously.
While not for a moment slipping into the nauseating theme
of the revisionists of discovering class differentiations among
the bourgeoisie and attemtping to fit into this pet theme
every development and every turn of events, we should study
this phenomenon with great care and work out our tactical
line. Otherwise, a yawning gulf will grow between the class
strategy we have laid down in the Party Programme and the
tactics which we have to pursue from time to time and phase
to phase of the developments in order to realise the strategic
objective.” (New Situation and Party’s Tasks, p. 46)

But while carrying on the determined political struggle
on the lines laid down by the April 1967 resolution utilising
the two U.F. state Governments of Kerala and West Bengal
as the advanced outposts of the democratic revolutionary
movement for unleashing big class and mass forces, our
Party was not prompt enough to study its impact in all its
aspects on the political crisis.

With all the correct political analysis and assessment and
with the correct Programme and the political line to guide
the Party, and notwithstanding the fact that our Party was,
from time to time, taking broadly correct positions on all
crucial issues that came to the forefront in this period, we
should admit that we were, for the most part, emphasizing
the intensification of the class and social contradictions and
the consequent sharpening of the class struggle in the coun-
try and tended to underestimate the political impact of the
differences and split on the ruling Congress party and Gov-
ernment; we remained content merely noting the growing
disunity and disintegration in the Congress party. While
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correctly rebutting the pet revisionist theme of fitting every
difference, fissure and quarrel in the Congress party into the
formula of political differentiation of the bourgeoisie into
monopolist and anti-monopolist wings, we tended to under-
estimate the inner contradictions in the Congress combine,
as they were not yet expressing in the sharp and acute form
visualized in the Party Programme, i.e., the non-big bour-
geoisie breaking away and coming under the hegemony of
the working class. No other form of split in the bourgeois
class was considered a possibility, nor was the meaning and
significance of such a split sought to be properly assessed
and understood. In short, though most of our cadres and
leaders know by heart Lenin’s well-known statement that a
“powerful enemy can be vanquished only by exerting utmost
effort, and by the most thorough, careful attention, skilful
and obligatory use of any, even the smallest, rift between
enemies, and conflict of interests among the bourgeoisie of
various countries and among the various groups and types of
bourgeoisie within the various countries”, etc., when it be-
came a question of practical application, a big split that was
brewing in the Congress party before our eyes initially es-
caped adequate attention and appreciation.

The fact that the latest Polit Bureau statement of January
1970 which sums up and carries forward the correct orien-
tation of our P.B. and C.C. since the July 1969 meeting of
the C.C. and which also represents the comprehensive and
correct tactical line demanded of our Party, should not make
us forget that there was some serious lacuna in our political
understanding of the situation. We should strive to clear the
cobwebs, and attempt at a much deeper and more compre-
hensive understanding of the political situation and the new
tactical stand that we have evolved.

To summarize, what is outlined in the earlier part of this
report about the present political situation is :

The economic and political crisis has been more aggra-
vated than what it was at the time of the April 1967 resolu-
tion or even the time of our Eighth Party Congress. The
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class and social contradictions have been far more intensi-
fied and the class struggle has sharpened. The political cri-
sis, which we described in April 1967 as in its initial stage,
has reached another phase, symbolising the split in the rul-
ing Congress party and also the ruling classes into two broad
divisions. One wing, which is called the Syndicate, and its
allies are pursuing a pronouncedly reactionary political line.
This is the line of uniting all the reactionary and counter-
revolutionary forces with a view to launching a frontal at-
tack on the lives and liberties of the people, a line shifting
the internal and external policies of the Government further
to the right, and imposing a nakedly dictatorial rule over the
country. The rival wing, led by Indira Gandhi, though pur-
suing the basic path of building capitalism in alliance with
landlords and in collaboration with imperialist monopolists,
is opposed to the political line of the Syndicate. It upholds
Nehru’s “middle path” with some modifications here and
there, under the facade of democracy, secularism and social-
ism. Neither of these lines offers a solution to the develop-
ing economic-political crisis. Both the wings are busy mo-
bilizing the political forces behind their respective lines.
While the Syndicate wing is working up an anti-Communist
frenzy and demands banning of the CPI(M), the other wing
is assiduously working to isolate the CPI(M) from its allies
in the U.F.s and encourage the formation of mini-front
Governments excluding the CPI(M) and subservient to the
Indira Gandhi wing of the Congress.

Most of the non-Congress bourgeois and petty-bourgeois
parties are attempting to line up behind one or the other,
whichever suits their convenience and promises immediate
dividends. All these political parties, with an eye on the
likelihood of a mid-term poll for the Lok Sabha and on the
fifth general elections in 1972 in particular, are mapping out
their strategies and attempting to present a popular image
before the people. Most of these bourgeois and petty-bour-
geois parties are not only going about among the people
with radical slogans of economic reforms, but also are engaged

Com.14.6
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in championing different kinds of regional, parochial and
chauvinistic demands to divert the growing mass discontent
into disruptive channels and capitalise on them.

The agitation for a separate Telangana state, the demand
for statehood to the Vidarbha area of Maharashtra, the ag-
gressive championing of the demand for the incorporation of
Belgaum in Maharashtra by the Shiva Sena and its fanning of
the flames of hatred against linguistic minorities on the one
hand and the chauvinistic hue and cry raised by the state
Congress and other bourgeois parties of Mysore against any
principled settlement of the border dispute on the other, the
river water disputes between different states, the movement
organised in Assam on the issue of oil refinery, etc., are some
of the instances that fall in this category. The potentialities of
mischief that these diversionist movements carry with them
cannot be underestimated and the menace to the democratic
unity of the classes and masses from them is real and disturb-
ing. The CPI(M) takes serious note of this.

The intensifying economic-political crisis is resulting in
increasing mass discontent and growing mass struggles. Ever-
increasing sections of masses are being drawn into political
activity, and mass awakening and radicalization is on. Be-
sides numerous working class and middle class employees’
struggles for wages, employment and against lay-offs and
closures of factories, and the growing unrest among tens
and thousands of employed all over the country, a new up-
surge in the agrarian field is a phenomenon to be noted.
Congress agrarian reforms during the last two decades aimed
at blunting the sharp class contradictions in the rural areas
and disrupting peasant unity and the united agrarian revolu-
tionary movement. In some measure this had succeeded but
it has finally resulted in sharpening and pushing into the
forefront the class contradictions in the rural areas between
the landless and poor on the one hand and the landed rich
on the other, posing the issue of radical agrarian reforms
with the slogan of abolition of all landlordism and land to
the landless as an immediate and urgent problem. A series
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of militant agrarian struggles, organised all over the country
under the leadership of different political parties and groups,
for better wages to agricultural labour, for wasteland distri-
bution to the landless, for tenants’ rights, etc., underline this
question. The powerful agrarian movements unleashed in
West Bengal and Kerala with the active assistance of the
U.F. Governments played a big role in focussing this prob-
lem in all its seriousness and giving it the revolutionary
orientation required for the movement. This situation is
compelling even several other political parties, who have
strong links with the landlord classes, either to neutralise
themselves or pay lipservice to radical agrarian reforms, since
they realize that their electoral prospects are in danger if
they alienate the sympathies of the vast peasant masses, par-
ticularly the poor and the landless in the rural areas.

But despite the intensifying economic-political crisis and
the sharpening of class contradictions and the class struggle,
moving the masses into action on an ever-increasing scale,
the political crisis is far from maturing into a revolutionary
crisis or ripening into a revolutionary situation. As Marxist-
Leninists we cannot shut our eyes to the serious political
weakness of the working class and peasant movements. The
bulk of the working class is not yet rescued from the evil
influence of the INTUC and other bourgeois and petty-bour-
geois parties; the comparatively advanced section under the
leadership of the AITUC is facing revisionist disruption. The
vast peasant masses still remain under the alien ideological-
political influence of the bourgeois and landlord classes, all
of which need be taken into serious account when a Com-
munist Party works out its tactics, slogans of action, forms
of struggle and organization, etc.

We correctly noted these weaknesses and shortcomings
as early as in April 1967 and decided on steps to liquidate
and overcome them. But they are far from overcome, even
though considerable headway has been made in the states of
Kerala and West Bengal. It would be folly then on the part
of any serious revolutionary leader to estimate the situation
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as a revolutionary situation, on the eve of revolutionary
upheavals breaking out. The Communist movement, con-
fronted with the menace of organised revisionist forces on
the one hand and Left-adventurist groups on the other, tak-
ing their inspiration from the Soviet and Chinese Commu-
nist Parties’ revisionist and Left-opportunist theories respec-
tively, is yet to eliminate these thréats, even in these two
strongholds of our Party, let alone the situation outside these
two states. The great part of the masses whaq are still under
the political-ideological influence of the bourgeois and petty-
bourgeois parties, have not yet outlived their parliamentary
illusions, and still continue to look upon the state legisla-
tures and Parliament as institutions that might enact legislations
beneficial for them.

It is precisely in this stage of the political crisis, when
the working class and the revolutionary movement it is heading
are still not powerful enough to aim at the immediate over-
throw of the big bourgeois-landlord rule, and the premier
bourgeois-landlord ruling party is split into two over the
dispute on policies to overcome the economic-political cri-
sis that the CPI(M) is called to work out its tactical slogans.
The choice before it is neither to be indifferent to this split,
on the ground that there is nothing fundamentally different
between the two political lines, nor rally behind the wing
led by Indira Gandhi under the illusion that it represents the
non-big bourgeoisie and thus is progressive. Our line should
be such that while it sharply and continuously attacks and
exposes the Syndicate-Swatantra-Jana Sangh combine and
all its machination, frustrating its attempt to take over the
Central Government, it at the same time, strengthens the
position of the working class and the democratic movement
as against the entire bourgeois-landlord rule led by the big
bourgeoisie, no matter whether it is led by the Indira Gandhi
wing or the Syndicate wing.

While the strategic slogan of replacing the present bour-
geois-landlord Government by a Government of People’s
Democracy will continue to be popularized, we should be
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vigilant enough to foil the attempts of the extreme reaction-
ary Syndicate-Swatantra-Jana Sangh alliance to exploit the
situation to replace the present Indira Gandhi Government
with its own counter-revolutionary coalition Government.

The dislodging of the present Government at the Centre,
in the context of the carrelation of political parties in par-
liament, would objecti'vely amount to assisting its replace-
ment by a Syndicate-led Government. Such a course, in-
stead of assisting the accumulation of strength of the demo-
cratic revolutionary forces in the country in the process of
the struggle against the determined reactionary offensive of
the Syndicate, singling it out for attack, in cooperation with
as many forces as could be mobilized for it, no matter how
temporary these different allies are, with what motives and
objectives they join the struggle and how long they stay in
the struggle, will prove suicidal for the working class. The
attitude of our Party in Parliament on the various issues that
will come up will be guided by this consideration, consist-
ent with the defence of the democratic movement. Our Party
will spare no efforts to maintain its strong and determined
opposition to all the reactionary policies, methods and steps
that the Indira Gandhi Government itself pursues.

Our line has nothing to do with and is totally opposed to
the line proposed by the revisionists of a united front with the
present ruling wing of the Congress, or the slogan of forming
a so-called ‘National Democratic Coalition Government’ at
the Centre and in the states under the leadership of this wing.
This slogan is based on the totally erroneous and class-
collaborationist thesis that the Congress wing led by Indira
Gandhi basically represents the non-big bourgeoisie, in oppo-
sition and hostility to the collaborationist big bourgeoisie and
their landlord allies. Our support to it is conditional and only
in so far as it helps the struggle against the threat of the Syn-
dicate in order to ward off, postpone and eliminate it.

We have to advance the democratic revolutionary move-
ment in this extremely complex situation.

First, despite the political opposition of Indira Gandhi’s
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wing of-the Congress to the Syndicate, many of the people
gathered round it, and on whom this wing relies for support,
and many of the state Governments led by this wing are
indistinguishable in their outlook and policies from the leaders
of the Syndicate. Taking into account the prevalent mood of
the masses against the Syndicate, they have joined the wing
led by Indira Gandhi with an eye to their future and out of
opportunist factional considerations.

Second, the Indira Gandhi wing has not>made a break
with, but pursues the same bankrupt capitalist path of devel-
opment. Inevitably, despite all declarations that it intends to
fight the monopolists and landlords, this path in practice
will strengthen the position of the landlords and the
monopolists, and the foreign imperialists will take advan-
tage of the crisis to wrest more concessions. The licence
given to the Birlas for a giant fertiliser factory in collabo-
ration with U.S. monopolists, the increase in steel prices,
etc., are illustrative of this. The statements made by the
Chief Ministers belonging to the Indira Gandhi wing imme-
diately after the Bombay session of the Congress, opposing
any radical land reforms and their repressive actions against
peasant struggles go to confirm this. All this naturally will
go to strengthen the forces of right reaction.

Third, precisely because of these, our Party as a working
class party and the domocratic movement will come into
conflict with the Central Government and the State Govern-
ments headed by this wing, over a series of issues connected
with the life of the people.

Fourth, the undeniable fact that Indira Gandhi’s wing of
the Congress and its Government are conscious class oppo-
nents of our Party, its political line, its alternative path as a
real way out of the crisis, and the democratic class and
political alliances it advocates and builds, cannot be forgot-
ten. Its policy, as announced at the Bombay session, that “it
has to contain communalism and conservatism and also pre-
vent violent and chaotic action by the Left extremists”, is
the policy of a two-front war, one against the Syndicate
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challenge and the other, simultaneously, against the CPI(M)
and the revolutionary working class. Clever phrases and subtle
manoeuvres cannot hide the ugly face of its anti-Commu-
nism. This was demonstrated by the planned disruption of
the U.F. and its state Government in Kerala, which is sought
to be repeated in West Bengal, utilising the services of the
Right Communist servitors and their other accomplices. The
open support and alliance of the Indira Gandhi wing of the
Congress to the anti-CPI(M) conspiracies and for the forma-
tion of so-called ‘mini-fronts’ tears off the mask, proclaim-
ing to the whole world that in the matter of anti-Commu-
nism both the Syndicate and the anti-Syndicate wing are
vying with each other, the former, of course, crudely and
nakedly, the latter a little more subtly and under a demo-
cratic garb.

Needless to say that but for these United Fronts, the fight
against the attempt of the Syndicate to topple the Indira Gan-
dhi Government and take over the Central Government would
not have succeeded. The disruption of the U.E:s and the top-
pling of the U.F. governments directly play into the hands of
the Syndicate-led reaction, and strengthens it. No wonder they
have been the most vociferous acclaimers of all such efforts.

In these conditions, it is absolutely necessary to realise
that the present ruling Congress wing and its Government
with their class composition, with the heterogeneous crowd
of opportunists gathered in it and its basic policies, will not
be able to ward off and liquidate the syndicate menace for
a long time. The support that our Party and other democratic
parties and groups are rendering the Central Government
against the threat of a Syndicate take-over loses all mean-
ing, and becomes utterly opportunistic, if they fail to organ-
ise widespread and determined class and mass struggles for
the reversal and defeat of the anti-people policies of the
Central government as well as of the state Governments run
by the Indira Gandhi wing of the Congress. Moreover, a
serious political battle has to be ceaselessly conducted against
the policy of disrupting the U.F. and toppling the U.F. Gov-



88 Documents of The Communist Movement in India

ernments and the battle for the alternative policies and pro-
grammes put forward by our Party, designed to weaken the
position of the landlords, monopolists and foreign imperial-
ists has to be vigorously pursued. These struggles form an
inseparable part of the struggle against the Syndicate men-
ace. Without them a new realignment of class and political
forces cannot be brought about, which realignment alone is
the sure guarantee for success in the struggle against the
Syndicate, as well as for a democratic path.of advance.

However in organising and conducting these economic
and political struggles of the people, the criticism, exposure
and attack on the powers that be, should be so carried on as
to appeal to the wider democratic sections and to rouse their
political consciousness to the menace of the Syndicate and
how, contrary to the proclaimed policies of weakening and
defeating the reactionary forces of the Syndicate alliance,
the anti-people policies and practices of the Indira Gandhi
Congress and its Government go to strengthen the hands of
these reactionary forces. In short, the innumerable class and
mass struggles we sponsor and lead, and the serious politi-
cal struggle we wage in the present phase of the political
situation should be related to the immediate political need,
namely, warding off the threat of the extreme reactionary
alliance. This alone will help to smash the conspiracy to
isolate our Party, by bringing about a new realignment of
class forces in the country.

In implementing this line, there is every danger of slip-
ping into the stand of equating both the Congress wings, or
even getting provoked into the position of treating the Indira
Gandhi Congress and its Government as the more direct and
immediate enemy than the Syndicate alliance which appears
only as a potential main enemy. Such an error on our part
disorientates the Party from its political line worked out on
the basis of a concrete analysis of concrete political condi-
tions in the country. It will reduce the Party, in practice, to
adopting the unprincipled and opportunist tactics that the
SSP leadership has adopted at its recent Sonepur session, a
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tactic that plays straight into the hands of reaction and its
political game. The second danger, considered from the existing
state of affairs in the Party and taking into account other
realities, though not looming as serious as the one pointed
out above, is that of tailing behind the Indira Gandhi Gov-
ernment, reducing the Party to the position of a docile camp-
follower of the Central Government.

These dangers are not confined to the field of our activi-
ties in the Central Parliament and the state legislatures, but
also may arise in the agitation and propaganda of our Party,
where the aspect of concentration of fire on the Syndicate
might recede into the background, taking its exposure among
the people for granted, and objectively, landing us in the po-
sition of concentrating the main fire on the Indira Gandhi
Congress and its Government on the ground that they need to
be thoroughly exposed before the people to disillusion them.

Out Party will have to guard itself against these possible
errors if its tactical line is to be correctly implemented and
the desired results are to be achieved.

It should be clearly understood and always be remem-
bered that our line of irreconcilable opposition to the Syn-
dicate and the conditional support to the Indira Gandhi
Government is neither based on the revisionist thesis of the
Congress split between monopolists and anti-monopolists
nor is it of an eclectic and pragmatic nature that “we sup-
port all good steps and oppose all bad steps” of the Indira
Gandhi Government. The aggressive anti-people offensive
launched by the Syndicate alliance is not accidental but is
born out of the conditions of a sharpening economic-politi-
cal crisis, and it is directed in the main against the Commu-
nist and democratic forces which have set the pace for the
alternative process of political development in the form of
non-Congress democratic state Governments, particularly the
Left-oriented U.F. Governments of West Bengal and Kerala.
It is to counter this process and counter it as early as pos-
sible and preferably long before the ensuing fifth general
elections that the Syndicate and its other reactionary allies
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embarked on the drastic course of setting up its own nomi-
nee in the Presidential contest, and if it won, to begin im-
plementing its political line utilising the Presidential office.
It is at this point that the inner-Congress crisis erupted, leading
to the split, and power at the Centre and in some states
passing to the rival wing headed by Indira Gandhi.

Thus a situation has developed when the vanguard of the
democratic and revolutionary forces, instead of standing alone
on its own to meet and resist the united forces of reaction
and their offensive, secured a respite and breathing space,
thanks to the opposition of Indira Gandhi’s wing to the
Syndicate’s political strategy and the split in the ruling
Congress party. As history had it things did not work out in
the manner the reactionary ruling circles wished. The politi-
cal crisis has further deepened and the unity of the ruling
bourgeois-landlord classes is further undermined. The demo-
cratic revolutionary movement, which is in no small way
responsible in inflicting this blow on the unity of the ruling
Congress party and its Government, and in bringing about
the deep differences over policies leading to a split, has no
reason why it should leave things at that instead of forging
ahead, further isolating the extreme reaction, utilising the
division among the ruling classes.

It is in the context of foiling the Syndicate’s bid for power
that our Party’s support to the Congress wing headed by
Indira Gandhi arises, and not because of any illusion that the
anti-Syndicate line is a “progressive alternative” to the ‘reac-
tionary’ Syndicate line. Our support is not based on the erro-
neous premise that the two opposed Congress lines fundamen-
tally differ from the class point but on the clear understanding
that such differences which had come about in the ruling
Congress party have significance in terms of the immediate
tactics to be pursued by the revolutionary working class party.
The following highly instructive observation of Lenin would
g0 a long way in clarifying the topic under discussion.

“The differences between the Churchills and the Lloyd
Georges—with insignificant national distinctions, these
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political types exist in all countries—on the one hand, and
between the Hendersons and Lloyd Georges on the other,
are quite minor and unimportant from the standpoint of pure
(i.e., abstract) Communism, i.e., Communism that has not
yet matured to the stage of-practical action by the masses.
However, from the standpoint of this practical action by the
masses, these differences are most important. To take due
account of these differences, and to determine the moment
when the inevifable conflicts between these ‘friends’ which
weaken and enfeeble all the ‘friends’ taken together, will
have to come to a head—that is the concern, the task, of a
Communist who wants to be, not merely a class-conscious
and convinced propagandist of ideas, but a practical leader
of the masses in the revolution. It is necessary to link the
strictest devotion to the ideas of communism with the ability
to effect all the necessary practical compromises, tacks,
conciliatory manoeuvres, zigzags, retreats and so on, in order
to speed up the achievement and then loss of political power
by the Hendersons (the heroes of the Second International,
if we are not to name individual representatives of petty-
bourgeois democracy who call themselves socialists); to
accelerate their inevitable bankruptcy in pratice, which will
enlighten the masses in the spirit of our ideas, in the direction
of Communism; to accelerate the inevitable friction, quarrels,
conflicts and complete disintegration among the Hendersons,
the Lloyd Georges and the Churchills (the Mensheviks, the
Socialist-Revolutionaries, the Constitutional Democrats, the
monarchists, the Schidemanns, the bourgeoisie and the
Kappists, etc.); to select that proper moment when the discord
among these ‘pillars of sacrosanct private property’, is at its
height, so that, through a decisive offensive, the proletariat
will defeat them all and capture political power.” (Lenin,
Collected Works, Vol. 31, pp. 94-95)

This, of course, needs no elaboration. What is required is
the ability to apply this Marxist understanding to the con-
crete situation we are now facing. The problem is how to
foil the conspiracy of the reactionary ruling classes to turn
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the tide against the Communist and democratic forces through
its diversionary tactics of whipping up anti-Communist hys-
teria, singling out the CPI(M) and its close allies for attack,
and how to isolate the extreme reaction and assist the proc-
ess of disintegration of the bourgeois-landlord parties and
their hold on state power. In other_words, the question is,
are we to permit the diabolical strategy of the reaction to
push the contradiction between the Communists and anti-
Communists prematurely to the forefront, with a view to
smashing the Communist vanguard in isolation or counter it
by intensifying the contradiction between the extreme reac-
tion and the rest, a contradiction which has figured promi-
nently at the present stage of political developments. Ut-
most efforts will have to be made to foil the former attempt
and foster the latter development, notwithstanding all the
difficulties and the several twists and turns that will have to
be encountered in the process of doing this job.

The party is already facing a severe test in pursuing the
new tactics it has decided upon. The venomous anti-CPI(M)
stand of the Right Communist Party has found ready allies
in both the Syndicate and anti-Syndicate wings of the Con-
gress, to divert the struggle in the main into anti-CPI(M)
channels, gladdening the hearts of all the scoundrels who
have been cursing the U.F. Governments of Kerala and West
Bengal and offering prayers for their early disruption and
disintegration. Several of the constituents of these fronts,
who are alarmed of the implications of the sharpening class
struggle and the ever-increasing mass support the CPI(M) is
securing for its political line in these two states in particu-
lar, are being lured into this treacherous strategy of ‘mini-
front’ formation as a stepping stone for the formation of the
so-called National Democratic Front around the Indira Gan-
dhi Congress and its Government at the Centre. The mo-
mentary and seeming success of this disastrous strategy in
Kerala and the attempts at repeating the same in West Ben-
gal should not mislead anybody into the naive belief, as the
revisionists on the oné hand and extreme reactionaries on
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the other are gleefully spreading, that the CPI(M) is “iso-
lated” because its policies are sectarian and erroneous. If
the independent upholding of the proletarian class stand, in
sharp opposition to the line of flocking either to the Syndi-
cate Congress or the Indira Gandhi Congress is itself “iso-
lation”, our Party should be proud of such “isolation” since
it is in opposition to thé highly opportunistic and unprinci-
pled line of ‘amalgamation’ with every reactionary force for
forming ‘mini-fronts’, the latest model of undiluted anti-
Communist fronts designed by the Indian revisionists.

As cruel logic has its way, today the Right Communists
in Kerala have succeeded in manoeuvring themselves into
the sad plight of relying and depending upon every reaction-
ary class and its political representatives from the Kerala
Congress to the Syndicate and anti-Syndicate Congresses,
for the survival of the mini-front Government and the con-
tinuation of its police raj against its political opponents and
the toiling masses. If through the unprincipled and shame-
less alliance and formation of state Governments along with
the Jana Sangh and Swatantra during the 1967-68 period,
the Right Communists had exposed their hollow claims to
Marxism-Leninism, the present mini-front strategy and op-
portunist deals in pursuance of it are sure to remove the last
fig-leaf from their Communist pretences. And their desper-
ate political adventures are bound to end in a fiasco.

An objective look at this contemplated all-India version
of the mini-front or the so-called “National Democratic Front”,
in the background of a deepening economic-political crisis
and growing mass awakening would reveal how it is stand-
ing on feet of clay. If the present Indira Gandhi wing of the
Congress is itself an amalgam of several heterogeneous and
conflicting groups of Congressmen in-different states-with
different class and sectional pulls, the proposed all-India
mini-front comprises all and sundry, including the Right
Communists, the DMK, the Akali Dal, the Muslim League,
Bangla Congress, BKD, Jana Congress, etc., with all con-
ceivable contradictions and divergent pulls. It is anybody's
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guess as to how this amalgam dreams of fighting the two-
front battle, one against the Syndicate challenge and the
other against the CPI(M) and the fast awakening millions of
the toiling people, let alone the question of sustaining the
unity of such an amalgam and leading the country out of the
present economic-political crisis. The situation today, as the
unfolding events show, is such that these neat and nice anti-
Communist stratagems can be defeated and must be defeated,
provided the CPI(M) stands firm on its principled political
stand, adheres to its new practical line and strives to build
class and mass unity and a united front of all democratic
forces on a new basis and on a much higher political level,
to lead the country out of the economic-political rut in which
it has got stuck.

In this connection, it requires to be remembered that the
concept of unity of the democratic forces and the building
of a united front is basically a revolutionary class concept of
forging a front of different democratic classes and strata,
i.e., workers, peasants, middle classes, and the bourgeoisie
other than big business. It is also needless to repeat that all
these classes and strata do not politically remain in a vacuum,
that they are represented by different political parties and
groups, and the forming of a united front of these demo-
cratic classes does certainly imply the forging of a front
including these parties. Our Party can neither assume the
role of directly representing these different classes, nor bypass
the political parties and groups representing them. Before a
revolutionary People’s Democratic Front materializes under
the firm hegemony of the working class, the revolutionary
working class party will have to go through a painful proc-
ess of forging united fronts and organising united actions, of
a very elementary form and on a very low key, as was the
case, for example, after 1952, when such fronts were formed
and they went out of existence after exhausting their posi-
tive role in that particular stage of political development.

The united fronts that came to be formed either for the
fourth general elections or following it, such as in Kerala
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and West Bengal, though they reflect a higher stage com-
pared to the U.F.s of 1952-53 because of their class compo-
sition and political objectives, are in no way to be confused
and treated on a par with the People’s Democratic Front of
our concept, either in its class content or even as its embry-
onic form. They are essentially united fronts within the frame-
work of parliamentary-forms of struggle, within the frame-
work of the present bourgeois-landlord consitution. The actual
correlation of forces both in the legislatures and among the
people outside is such that these fronts and front Govern-
ments are unable to stand the pressure of the growing class
struggle, even at its present stage of development, which by
no means can be described as having assumed a high revo-
lutionary character. This is the basic political weakness behind
the disunity and disruption of these fronts.

It obviously follows that a united front of democratic classes
and the parties that represent them will have to be forged on
a much higher political level and with a programmatic char-
acter. But they cannot be forged at will, a new correlation of
class and political forces is required. To bring about such a
change, it is first and foremost necessary that we extend our’
independent mass base, and hurl it in the struggle against the
big bourgeoisie, landlords and foreign monopoly capital, and
in due course, wean away the democratic classes and their
political representatives, who are temporarily being drawn
by one or the other Congress wings against the revolutionary
working class. The fronts we visualize on a still higher po-
litical level definitely imply that vague anti-Congressism is
no more adequate, and definite commitments for a struggle
against the big bourgeoisie, landlords and foreign monopoly
capital are a pre-requisite. But it by no means implies that
we advocate a revolutionary PDF as an immediate perspec-
tive and as a substitute to the U.F.s that correspond to the
existing class realities, nor consider that all the democratic
parties and groups have exhausted their potentialities since
several of them today are acting in a hostile manner to our
Party and its political line of advance.
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It would be wrong to draw the pessimistic conclusion
that several democratic parties and groups which are tend-
ing to be lured by this disastrous slogan of forming an anti-
CPI(M) front, will be able to remain under the evil spell for
long. Life and experience will shatter such illusions with
amazing rapidity, due to the class contradictions that are
fast maturing under the impact of the economic crisis and
the tremendous mass radicalization resulting from the speedy
unfolding of the political crisis. Our Party, without either
being provoked into a head-on show-down battle prematurely,
and in isolation from the vast democratic forces which have
not_yet sufficiently awakened, or succumbing before the
conspiracies without a determined political-ideological fight,
will have to work out concrete slogans, forms of struggle
and organization, particularly for the advanced movements
in Bengal and Kerala, besides the general line chalked out
for the Party as a whole on an all-India scale.

The Central Committee will have to undertake this re-
sponsibility because it is in these two states that the revolu-
tionary movement and our Party happen to be comparatively
stronger, which the class enemy is striving his utmost to
disrupt and even destroy, if possible. The reactionary forces,
during the last three years, made these two state Govern-
ments their principal targets of attack, singling out our Party
for directing their main fire on it. Hence it follows that our
supreme task at this juncture is to strive our utmost to de-
fend the democratic revolutionary movement in these two
advanced pockets against the onslaughts of the enemy and
to ward off the attacks. This we have been doing. .

A look at the developments during the last six months
reveal the fact that the forces of the class enemy are having
an upper hand at the moment, as they have already suc-
ceeded in dividing and disrupting the U.F. and its Govern-
ment in Kerala, and with the confidence gained from this,
they have been at the same game in West Bengal. The fact
that we havs, so far, successfully fought against it and de-
fended the UF and its Government in West Bengal should
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not blind us to the reality that 1t has been virtually brought
to the verge of collapse. If it can be averted and its former
role restored to the U.F. and its Government to enable 1t to
carry out the tasks expected of it, it would really be a vic-
tory for the democratic forces. But it is evident that the
organized strength of the working class and the democratic
consciousness of the masses following most of the constitu-
ent parties of the U.F. are far from adequate to defeat the
enemy plans here and now and defend the U.F.s in the present
shape. A big gap exists between the opportunities and pos-
sibilities-of advance opened up with the deepening economic-
political crisis on the one hand, and the degree and maturity
of the political consciousness of the working class and the
organized strength and unity among the democratic parties
on the other. This gap has to be filled to utilize the situation
to the full for the advance of the revolutionary movement.

The struggle we are putting up in defence of the existing
U.F. Government of West Bengal, even while realizing well
the limitations of this front Government as it is constituted
today, is an integral part of the struggle to bridge the gap,
and the results of this struggle should not to be viewed and
judged simply from the immediate success or otherwise in
defending 1t. Nor should the break-up of the U.F, if the
disruptive forces succeed, be viewed as final and irrevocable
and as the total exhaustion of the possibilities of formation
of such fronts, under the erroneous impression that the success
scored by the reactionary class enemies is durable and lasting.
Both the political alliances projected by the Syndicate and
Indira Gandhi’s wing are riddled with innumerable corroding
contradictions. They are bound to express more and more
sharply, as the economic-political crisis unfolds itself in all
its dimensions and as the correct class line of our Party is
consciously, undeviatingly and vigorously pursued, by pin-
pointing our attack on the reactionary Syndicate alliance as.
the immediate and the principal target of political attack
while exposing the hollowness of Indira Gandhi.s Yine and
resisting its disruptive attacks on the revolutionary working

Com.14 7
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class and the united people’s democratic front it is striving
to forge.

Here we come up against the class enemy’s tactic of
attacking our Party and the vanguard of the revolutionary
movement in isolation and that, too, with the active assist-
ance of the bulk of our potential allies who have not yet
overcome their anti-Communist prejudices and outlived their
bourgeois illusions. The class enemy is fully aware that the
developing economic-political situation goes more and more
in our favour and against him, and with the deliberate intent
of forestalling it, he conspires to intensify the contradiction
between Communism and anti-Communism a contradiction
which has not yet been forced to the forefront objectively.
He is making every attempt to divert mass attention from
the actual, growing and acute contradiction between the forces
representing the big capital, landlordism and foreign mo-
nopoly capitalism and the popular democratic forces on the
other. The solgans, tactics and forms of struggle stem from
this diabolical scheme of not only defeating our political
line but even destroying the Party and the vanguard revolu-
tionary movement if possible.

Under these circumstances, our Party’s tactics, slogans,
forms of struggle and organization should be so worked out
as to meet the enemy’s offensive and foil his game, instead
of unwittingly playing into his hands. If our Party and the
advanced revolutionary movement in these two states fail in
this task of concentrating our efforts in spearheading the
anti-Syndicate struggle and intensifying the fast maturing
contradiction between the forces of extreme reaction and the
general democratic masses, while warding off all attacks
and conspiracies, the entire talk of isolating the extreme
reaction and defeating it on a national scale reduces itself to
empty phrase-mongering.

It is highly instructive to remind ourselves of some relevant
observations made by Lenin on the tactics that a revolutionary
working class party should follow. “Without a revolutionary
mood among the masses, and without conditions facilitating
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the growth of this mood, revolutionary tactics will never
develop into action”, he said and pointing out how in Russia
“lengthy, painful and sanguinary experience taught us the
truth that revolutionary tactics cannot be built on a
revolutionary mood alone” he observed:

“Tactics must be based on a sober and strictly objective
appraisal of all the class forces in a particular state—and of
the states that surround it, and of all states the world over—
as well as the experience of revolutionary movement.”

Further, advising caution against any temptation to get
drawn into decisive battles prematurely, he wrote:

“It is as though 10,000 soldiers were to hurl themselves
into battle against an enemy force of 50,000, when it would
be proper to ‘halt’, ‘take evasive action’, or even effect a
‘compromise’ so as to gain time until the arrival of the
100,000 reinforcements that are on their way but cannot go
into action immediately. That is intellectualist childishness,
not the serious tactics of a revolutionary class.”

Judged in the light of these penetrating observations, even
a cursory examination of the prevailing political situation in
the country, with special reference to the two states of West
Bengal and Kerala, would show that such a ‘revolutionary
mood’, is surely beginning to develop, causing alarm in the
enemy’s camp about its future safety. Learning from experiences
from all over the world, and mastering and perfecting the
cruel art of counter-revolution, our class enemy, determined
not to take any chances, is conspiring to drive a wedge between
the advanced revolutionary vanguard and the vast masses of
the people, and force an unequal battle on the advanced vanguard
with a view to destroying it in isolation if possible. Faced
with such a difficult situation, we have to choose between two
alternatives—accepting a decisive battle with the enemy when
it is more advantageous to him or changing tack, manoeuvring
and biding time which surely will work in our favour and
against the enemy. As Lenin said, “To accept battle at a time
when it is obviously advantageous to the enemy, but not to us,
is criminal; political leaders of the revolutionary class are
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absolutely useless if they are incapable of ‘changing tack or
offering conciliation and compromise’ in order to take evasive
action in a patently disadvantageous battle”. Our Party, drawing
on the innumerable lessons from the history of the modern
revolutionary working class movement as well as from our
own experiences in the country, should not fall into the enemy’s
trap and accept a battle on his terms at his chosen time and
situation.

The meaning is clear. It does not at all imply that we
avoid the political battle with the enemy, only a decisive
showdown battle is to be evaded and put off for a future
date, most favourable for us. It only means that we do not
permit the enemy to dictate to us his choice or accept help-
lessly the one forced on us on the plea that it is inevitable.
Such a course is nothing but despair and succumbing before
the conspiracies of the class enemy.

The situation in Kerala following the undermining of the
U.F. Government and forming of an anti-Communist ‘mini-
front’ Government, thanks to the political crisis and the con-
sequent disarray in the ruling classes and also due to the
concrete class realities obtaining in that state, has not gone
so out of hand as to make us oblize our class enemy and 1ts
perfidious plans of imposing a premature show-down battle
on the Party and its advanced revolutionary following. The
struggle to dislodge the treacherous ‘mini-front Government’
and in defence of the gains achieved by the people so far,
has assumed a specific political form. It will have to be
pursued and further concretized and given more flesh and
blood, as events develop.

But the situation in West Bengal is somewhat different
and more complicated. The physical situation of the state
and its strategic importance, the relatively advanced indus-
trial and commercial character and the greater concern it is
causing to' big business and the foreign monopolists, the
preponderant influence gained by our Party over the state’s
working class movement, the big headway made in the agrarian
front, the vital role the CPI(M) has come to play in the state
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U.F. Government and 1ts administration, etc., are becoming
an eyesore to the reactionary classes. They are working for
and eagerly looking for an opportunity to deliver a crushing
blow, if possible, on the Party and its mass base, before it
makes any further big advance. The fanning of the bloody
inter-party clashes between different constituents of the U.F.,
particularly between the CPI(M) and the rest, the big en-
couragement and boost given by the monopolist-controlled
press to the Bangla Congress and its damaging and disrup-
tive activities, the manner in which the leaders of the Right
Communists, Forward Bloc and certain other groups are egging
on the Bangla Congress to undermine the U.F. Government
and to exclude the CPI(M) from the front Government, etc.,
are dangerous portents. These perfidious conspiracies of the
enemy can neither be underestimated nor would it be per-
missible on our part to leave things to the spontaneous course
of development.

The first thing that we will have to clearly realize is that
the U.F. and U.F. Government of West Bengal as constituted
at present and with their present class composition, are un-
able to withstand the pressure of the developing class strug-
gle and sharpening class contradictions even though the tempo
of their advance is painfully slow, considered from the angle
of the objective needs of the situation and people’s expecta-
tions. The degree of class-consciousness and organization of
the working class, the degree of the democratic conscious-
ness and awakening of the people in general, and the degree
of the democratic unity and the sweep of the movement are
such that it is not yet powerful enough to here and now arrest
the backsliding of some political parties and groups into their
time-old anti-Communist prejudices. Our Party as the lead-
ing constituent of the U.F. and its Government cannot afford
to further slow down the rate of advance it was making through
the U.F. Government under the right-opportunjg,iﬂusion that,
it might enable us somehow to sustain thes mty pf.the- U E.™
and its Government nor are we in the h )’;'po’gmon'of being”
able to carry on the same lines as tillffiow.
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The present correlation of class forces in the political
arena in the case of Kerala is such that the CPI(M) has
already been excluded from the U.F. In the case of West
Bengal, with degrees of difference, the correlation is such
that the Party will have to prepare itself for the possible
success of the efforts of our opponents for the formation of
a ‘mini-front’. It may have to concentrate, once again, pri-
marily on the class and mass activities, and prepare itself to
be outside the Government and administration, consolidat-
ing the gains and extending the mass movement.

The CPI(M) has declared in unequivocal terms that the
mini-front formation in Kerala and the attempts on the same
lines in West Bengal go only to abet reaction and assist anti-
Communism. Qur state unit in Kerala while mobilizing the
people to dislodge it, should not slip into any opportunist
error of trying to achieve the same by hook or by crook and
to replace it with some other opportunist combination of
forces. Such haste on our part will not bring about the de-
sired change in the correlation of class forces necessary for
our next step of advance nor will it help our Party to break
from its present ‘isolation’ from the wider democratic forces,
giving necessary scope to the inherent and inevitable inner-
contradictions of the mini-front to intensify and mature. They
are bound to be intensified, and will corrode the unity of
these opportunist and unprincipled fronts from within, both
under the impact of the economic-political crisis as well as
under the pressure of the extra-parliamentary struggle car-
ried on by the people.

To conclude, it would be folly on our part to contemplate
a straight line of advance. The advance so far registered in
the fight against the Congress regime was possible only in
alliance with several other democratic parties and groups
who took up anti-Congress positions. Most of them today
are not only tending to desert that alliance and join hands
with both the wings of the split Congress party but have also
become hostile to our Party. With great deliberation, we will
have to devise ways and means to work patiently to win
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over the masses led by these parties, isolate the disruptors
and bring about a new favourable realignment of political
forces. The talk of ‘higher forms of struggle’ as a substitute
for the above-mentioned supreme political task is simply
infantile in the extreme.

The second point on which we need to be sufficiently
clear is, as already pointed out in the present report, that the
economic-political crisis prevailing in the country has not
yet matured into anything like a revolutionary crisis and a
revolutionary situation. Even the two advanced pockets of
our revolutionary movement, West Bengal and Kerala, are
no exception to this generalization.

But it should be made absolutely clear that these two
strong pockets of the advanced revolutionary movement will
not be able to defend the victories gained so far and take the
movement forward except by putting up determined and
stubborn resistance to the attempts of the reactionary ruling
classes as well as their so-called ‘mini-front’ servitors to
undo these people’s gains and victories. Depending on the
mass sweep and growing tempo in the course of such resist-
ance, our Party should be prepared to evolve appropriate
slogans and forms of struggle, including strong and militant
mass resistance. In deciding on such militant forms of struggle,
care should always be taken that it should be directly linked
with the issues and demands of mass struggle instead of the
entire struggle assuming the character of a direct political
struggle between the vanguard Communist movement on the
one hand and the rest of the forces mobilized behind the
class enemy who is bent upon crushing the vanguard. With-
out any schematic thinking that such a resistance-movement
should either necessarily and inevitably culminate in a popular
upheaval or fatalistically reconciling and restricting it to
parliamentary forms of struggle as the only or the main
form, every effort should be consciously made to shatter the
parliamentary and constitutional illusions that have come to
prevail among considerable sections of the people, includ-
ing our own Party’s following. It should be remembered that
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if the running of the vanguard too far ahead of the mass of
the people is a dangerous sectarian error, it will be equally
wrong to trail behind the backward masses on the plea of
their backwardness and unpreparedness. This will only fur-
ther breed and foster reformist illusions of achieving gradual
victories, through the U.F. state Governments of the type of
West Bengal and Kerala.

However, all this does by no means imply that our Party
has come to the over-simplified and erroneous conclusion
that either in the country as a whole or in these two states
of West Bengal and Kerala, the revolutionary mass upsurge
has reached such great heights as to warrant the conclusion
that the era of bourgeois elections and bourgeois parliamen-
tary insitutions in our country has ended. As things stand
today, and as the overall political situation in the country
presents itself, the possibility of a mid-term poll for the Lok
Sabha and even the eventuality of another round of mid-
term elections in both Kerala and West Bengal before the
ensuing general elections in 1972 cannot be ruled out. The
disgust that has come to prevail among our leading com-
rades and the advanced sections of our people about the
corrupt bourgeois elections and parliamentary forms of strug-
gle, and the repeated betrayals experienced at the hands of
several democratic and petty-bourgeois parties, particularly
in Kerala and West Bengal during 1967-70, should not be
allowed to cloud our clear perspective of political develop-
ments in the immediate future as indicated above.

If a mid-term poll for the Lok Sabha actually comes,
then that electoral struggle is bound to once again bring to
the forefront innumerable conflicts and contradictions in-
herent in both the proposed alliances of the Syndicate Con-
gress and the Indira Gandhi Congress. Maximum advantage
must be taken to utilize these conflicts and contradictions
with a view to routing the Syndicate alliance, defeat the
Indira Gandhi group’s efforts to isolate the CPI(M) and break
up the non-Congress United Fronts, to undermine the treach-
erous mini-front and break its honeymoon with the Indira
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Gandhi Congress, and to win back as many parties and groups
for cooperation and electoral alliances with our Party. Be-
sides the electoral victories we aim at from such alliances in
the big political struggle ahead, our tactics for it should also
enable us to bring about a new regrouping and realignment
of political forces, wrecking the plans of forging an anti-
CPI(M) front, by preventing its fructification. Such a big
electoral political struggle and our participation in it, of
course, is in no way a substitute but only a good supplement
to the innumerable class and mass battles that we will have
to organize and lead, in order to alter the present correlation
of class forces in our favour. This prospect should not be
brushed aside as mere ‘speculation’ and ‘guess work’.

Lastly, the determined political offensive launched by the
extreme reaction, in the wake of the unfolding economic-
political crisis, and its new anti-Communist designs making
the CPI(M) and its political line the principal target of at-
tack, will have to be viewed more seriously. The cry of ban-
ning the Party, raised by the Jana Sangh, Swatantra and some
top leaders of the Syndicate, the vicious attacks on it by the
Right Communists and certain leaders of other parties such
as the SSP and PSP, the formation of the anti-CPI(M) mini-
front in Kerala and the repressive police raj it has set up
there, the diabolical aims of reaction to disrupt and destroy
the advanced democratic movement in West Bengal, etc., will
have to be seen in this particular background. Special note
also has to be taken of how the entire monopolist-controlled
press in India is not only indulging in constant and system-
atic ravings against our Party, utilizing the services of the
Dangeites to the maximum, but also is stooping so low as to
exploit incidents like the provocativc attack of a desperate
and anarchic individual on Kerala Muslim League Home
Minister Mohammed Koya, painting it as ‘planned violence’
by the CPI(M). This they do with the deliberate purpose of
fanning the flames of anti-Communism.

In the conditions when the world bourgeoisie has succeeded,
in a considerable measure, to erect walls of anti-Communism
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through its persistent, prolonged, systematic and lying
propaganda and agitation, and in the light of abundant
experience throughout the world of how the decadent
bourgeois-landlord classes resort to any and every bestial
method to destroy the working class revolutionaries, it would
be a grave error on our part to take the present legality of
the Party for granted under the present state and Government.
Though we are fully aware that in the final analysis it 1s
through the victorious political-ideological struggle against
the bourgeois-landlord classes that this anti-Communist threat
can be beaten back and defeated, and that these conspiracies
up to now have not succeeded should not lead us to any
complacency in this regard, and we should be ever alert.
Utilizing all the conditions favourable to beat back the
contemplated attack on the Party and putting up a tenacious
fight in defence of the democratic liberties and Party’s legality,
the Party will have to be constantly vigilant of this foul
conspiracy of the class enemies. In the political slogans we
evolve, in the tactical line we pursue, in the forms of struggle
and organization we choose no room should be allowed for
anything which the enemy can exploit and take us by a
surprise attack.

This detailed discussion over the tactical line to be pur-
sued in the two states of West Bengal and Kerala, while
omitting all other states from such a treatment in the present
report, does by no means imply that what is stated here in
general is adequate for the rest. The scope of this report
being limited, they are not being dealt with here. But the
need and urgency to work out statewise tasks for the Party
can, in no way, be minimized and under-rated.

The unfolding economic-political crisis is not only offer-
ing the revolutionary working class movement great oppor-
tunities for advance, but also confronts it with complex and
difficult problems and consequent dangers. Let us consciously
and confidently face the situation.
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CPI(M) Central Committee’s
Statement on Present Political
Situation*

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India
(Marxist), meeting in Calcutta from February 2 to 7, 1970,
discussed the current political situation in the country and
has adopted the following ‘‘Statement on the Present Situ-
ation”’.

With the emergence of two Congresses having their re-
spective Presidents, Working Committees, Parliamentary
Boards and so on, and each of them trying to topple the
Governments functioning under the other Congress, the political
crisis in the country has reached a new stage.

The one-party rule of the Congress against which the
Opposition has been fighting since the first General Election
of 1952 and which was broken occasionally in one or two
States before and in several States in 1967, has ceased to be
a practical proposition either at the Centre or in any State.

The two Congresses have, today, to see electoral alliance
in order to continue in power or to get into it. Hunt for the
so-called “‘like-minded”’ parties; adjustments and accommo-
dation with even those who are not “‘like-minded”; forging
and breaking of alliances, crises and break-ups not only of
the existing United Fronts but of the individual consituents
of these Fronts—these have become common phenomena at
the State level everywhere. At the Centre, too, the process
has begun and will undoubtedly grow and become as serious
as in the States.

*Pubhished in “People’s Democracy”, Calcutta, February 15, 1970,
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All this gives new opportunities for those democratic parties
which, from the days of the first General Election, have
been taking the position of opposition to the Congress from
a radical democratic standpoint. For, behind the political
crisis that has gripped the Congress and led to its break-up
lies the rapidly-growing and accumulating discontent of the
working people, manifesting itself in the strike struggles of
workers and middle class employees, in the struggles of
peasants and agricultural labourers, and in the general up-
surge among all sections of the people against the anti-demo-
cratic and corrupt regime of the Congress. Now that the
steamroller majority of the Congress party in the Central
Parliament and in most of the State Legislatures has become
a thing of the past, it will become possible for the parties of
the democratic opposition to the Congress to further con-
solidate the mass movement and give clear and more effec-
tive expression to the growing discontent against the re-
gime. If only the radical democratic parties, groups, organi-
sations and individuals strive to unite their electoral, parlia-
mentary and extra-parliamentary mass activities and forge a
genuine force of struggle against the landlord-bourgeois
policies pursued by the Congress regime, headed by either
wing, they can inflict still more crushing defeats on the
Congress which today stands internally divided and discred-
ited among the people.

As against these new opportunities for still further advances,
however, are the new difficulties and problems which have
come up precisely because the one-party domination of the
Congress has come to an end. For, it was against the one-
party domination of the Congress that a firm and determined
struggle has been waged since 1952. Now that has become
a thing of the past, many of those political parties which had
taken up positions of struggle against the Congress have
become victims of new illusions that the present ruling
Congress wing at the Centre and several States has become
f‘progressive” and hence the concept of “‘anti-Congressism”’
1S no more relevant, etc. New dangerous tendencies have
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made their appearance even among the parties and groups of
the democratic opposition which would have the people rally
themselves behind one or the other Congress wing. There is
also a tendency among some of the parties of the democratic
opposition to the Congress to take up positions which would
enable them to opportunistically rally behind one group in
one State and another elsewhere, and behind one on a particular
occasion and another a little later.

The result of all this is that, at the very time when the
break-up of the Congress has provided new opportunities
for the democratic opposition to advance, the parties of
democratic opposition have themselves got entangled in
controversies on the particular Congress group behind which
they should align with at the Centre and in individual States.
The two Congress wings naturally take advantage of the
confusion arising out of these differences within the demo-
cratic opposition and use it to divide and disrupt the demo-
cratic opposition as a whole, and individual parties that
constitute this opposition. The spectacle of different con-
stituents of the non-Congress United Fronts joining or sup-
porting the two groupings of like-minded parties being forged
around the Syndicate or the Indira group for the formation
of a new Ministry in Bihar and for the toppling or preserva-
tion of the existing Ministry in U.P. is the most graphic
example of the confusion that has gripped the democratic
opposition parties.

The Central Committee of the CPI(M) is deeply con-
cerned at this development. This, in its view, is a serious
development and will, uniess immediately checked, do im-
mense damage to the rapidly-developing democratic move-
ment and struggles. No section of the working people will
be able to carry on a successful struggle against the bour-
geois-landlord policies of the Congress if the parties of the-
democratic opposition start supporting and defending the
policies of either the Syndicate-Jana Sangh-Swatantra com-
bine, or of Indira Gandhi’s wing in alliance with such non-
Congress parties as the BKD, Bangla Congress. Akalis,
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DMK, the Muslim League and with the revisionist Right
Communists. The cause of the working people demands that
their mass organizations and the democratic parties which
help and lead these organizations fight their own battles
rather than being rallied behind this or that combination of
bourgeois parties headed by this or that Congress group.

The Central Committee would, therefore, appeal to all
those parties, groups, organizations and individuals who have
been fighting the Congress from a radical democratic stand-
point not to be swayed by consideration of immediate elec-
toral advantage for themselves and align themselves with
this or that Congress group, but be guided by the supreme
need of uniting the democratic classes and masses in strug-
gle against the landlord-bourgeois policies pursued by either
of the two combinations of bourgeois parties.

The Central Committee, in this connection, reiterates its
view that both the Syndicate and the Indira group Congresses
basically represent the same landlord-bourgeois classes and
therefore pursue essentially the same basic policies which
help India’s capitalist path of advance. That is why both the
Congress groups swear by the old resolutions of the united
Congress including its ten-point programme. The Syndicate
which though undoubtedly is out to shift the internal and
external policies further to the Right does not, in its formal
policy declaration, go back from them; nor does the Indira
Gandhi Congress, which is trying to assume a more radical
posture make a Left-ward departure from the old resolutions
of the united Congress. It is therefore inconceivable that
parties which constituted the democratic opposition and have
been fighting against these basic class policies should now
join a new combination led by either of the two Congresses.

The Central Committee, however, does not subscribe to
the view that there is no difference between the Syndicate
and the Indira Gandhi wing. Even while operating within
the framework of the broad landlord-bourgeois policies, helping
the capitalist path of advance, the Indira Gandhi group is
appealing to the urges of non-Big Business and the rural
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rich. Even though its leadership includes a large number of
those who have become notorious for their reactionary anti-
people outlook which has made them thoroughly discredited
among the people, the Indira Gandhi wing also contains
within its fold a healthy trend which hates big landlords and
monopolists. Despite the support its leaders seek and receive
from the foreign monopolists and Indian reactionaries, it
has raised certain slogans and taken certain measures which
are in tune with the anti-monopoly democratic aspirations
of the people. Above all, its political line is such that the
biggest danger threatening the democratic movement in the
country—the danger of Hindu communal reaction demanding
the suppression of religious minorities and non-caste Hindus
under the notorious slogan of *‘Indianisation’—is sought to
be opposed.

The Syndicate, on the other hand, is trying to forge a
united front of extreme reaction and counter-revolution:
aggressive anti-Communism, pronounced anti-Sovietism, bitter
attack on whatever remains of the foreign policy of non-
alignment and peace, shameless pleading for Indian and foreign
monopolists—such is the essence of the policy to which the
Syndicate and its Jana Sangh-Swatantra allies are committed.
This combine therefore is, without doubt, the immediate danger
that threatens the democratic movement. The democratic
movement, therefore, should do all in its power to isolate
and defeat this combine.

The CPI(M) however does not draw from this the totally
erroneous conclusion that the Syndicate-Jana Sangh-Swatantra
combine can be effectively fought and defeated if only the
democratic opposition rallies behind the Indira Gandhi wing
and its allies. On the other hand, the anti-people policies
pursued by the Indira Gandhi Congress and the Government
headed by it at the Centre and in most of the States help and
strengthen the Syndicate-Jana Sangh-Swatantra combine.

Most of the State Governments headed by the leaders of
the Indira Gandhi wing in the respective States have always
been and still are the dogged defenders of landlord interests.
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It was due to their sabotage that land reforms have been
scuttled. That position still continues even after they have
once again demagogically reiterated their faith in land re-
forms. Most of them are also resorting to brutal acts of
repression against peasant and working class struggles. These
state Governments headed by the Indira wing are therefore
in no way different from their opposite numbers headed by
the Syndicate in this regard.

As for the Centre, at the very time when the leaders of
the Indira group try to put up a show of radical policies and
actions, they have been giving new concessions to the Indian
and foreign monopolists, as is seen in the clearing of the
licence for the Birlas to set up a fertiliser factory with U.S.
collaboration, the sanctioning of the steep rises in steel prices,
the final decision in favour of purchasing the Boeing 737,
and the undue exuberance displayed in wooing West German,
Japanese and American monopoly capital, and so on. The
democratic opposition therefore cannot afford to depend on
the Indira Gandhi Government to carry on the struggle against
the Syndicate and defeat it.

Serious note should also be taken of the efforts being
made by the Indira Gandhi wing and the Central Govern-
ment headed by it to topple those U.F. Governments in which
the CPI(M) and its allies have a predominant role to play—
the former Marxist-led Government of Kerala and the present
Government of West Bengal. Not even the leaders of the
once-united but now-divided Congress hide the fact that,
had it not been for the support given by them, the mini-front
in Kerala would not have been able to topple the former
Marxist-led U.F. Government. Today, too, the mini-front-
Kerala Congress Government is carrying on and unleashing
a reign of unprecedented terror only with the support ren-
dered by the Indira Gandhi Congress. As for West Bengal,
the Right Communists, the Bangla Congress and their allies
would not dare to carry on the anti-Marxist crusade as they
are doing, unless they have been assured that at an oppor-
tune moment, the Indira Gandhi wing would come to their
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aid in toppling the present Government and forming an al-
ternate non-Marxist Ministry on the lines of Kerala.

This toppling game, directed against the Governments
formed by parties of the democratic opposition, is in
accordance with the line laid down in the Bombay session
of the Congress of simultaneously fighting Right reaction
and the “extreme political Left” The practical implication
of this line is that while the leaders of the Indira Gandhi
Congress expect the CPI(M) and other parties of the democratic
opposition to give them unconditional support in the struggle
against the Syndicate-Jana Sangh-Swatantra combine, they
are themselves free to do anything to prevent the parties of
the democratic opposition from so strengthening themselves
as to form their own Governments. This is a position which
no party of the democratic opposition can accept. The C.C.
hopes that all those leaders and followers of the Indira Gandhi
Congress who are earnest about the struggle against the
Syndicate-Jana Sangh-Swatantra combine will realise that
this approach to the parties of the democratic opposition .
would defeat and disrupt the much-desired united struggle
against extreme reaction, and in turn pave the way for the
‘Syndicate and its allies to assume the reins of power.

The C.C. also hopes that the leaders and followers of the
other parties of the democratic opposition would seriously
consider the damage that they will be doing if they rally
themselves behind this or that Congress wing. It appeals to
them to join the CPI(M) in the independent struggle against
both the Congress wings and their anti-people policies, even
while concentrating the main fire on the Syndicate-Jana Sangh-
Swatantra combine as the immediate and most serious dan-
ger to the democratic movement in the country.

The C.C. appeals to all members and friends of the Party
to take upon themselves the responsibility of approaching
the leaders and followers of all parties in the democratic
opposition and make earnest efforts to bring them to joint
action against the basic policies of both the Congress groups,
even while fighting the Syndicate-Jana Sangh-Swatantra

Com.14.8
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combine as the immediate menace to the democratic move-
ment. It appeals to them to remember that, swayed as they
are by the high-powered propaganda of the two Congress
wings, most of the parties and groups of the democratic
opposition are today being rallied behind one or the other
Congress wings. Our Party, guided by the correct proletar-
ian outlook and able to see the class essence of the policies
of the two Congress wings, is determined to carry on con-
sistent ideological-political struggle against these anti-peo-
ple policies. This alone will make it possible to remove the
confusion that has gripped a big part of the democratic
opposition and pave the way for the development of a far
broader front of the democratic forces, including a section
of the Indira Gandhi Congress who are earnest about the
struggle against the vested interests.
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CPI(M) Central Committee
Resolution on Kerala*

Adopted at the Central Committee meeting held
in Calcutta from February 2 to 7, 1970.

The Communist Party of India (Marxist) had warned that
the mini-front-Kerala Congress Government is an anti-
Communist, anti-people Government. Its three months in
office has confirmed this. In this short period it has let loose
unprecedented repression on the mass democratic movements,
allowed the use of the police as an instrument in the hands
of the big landlords and employers to suppress the working
people and made agricultural labourers, the poor peasants
and workers the targets of brutal attacks by hated Central
Reserve Police and the State’s police and landlords’ goondas.
That is why all the forces of reaction—inside Kerala and
outside and the monopolist-controlled Press hail this
Government as their own and give it full support.

This being the class essence of the change of regime
brought about by the combined effort of the mini-front, the
Kerala Congress and the once united but now divided Congress
it is natural that the present Government has resorted to all
measures of repression and launched all forms of attacks on
the working people. The ruling parties combine brutal attacks
by the police with equally brutal attacks by the goondas
organized by the employers and landlords.

All this has evoked energetic protest from the working
people who under the previous United Front regime enjoyed

*Published in “People’s Democracy”, Calcutta, February 15, 1970.

Also published in the compilation of CPI(M) Documents from February
1969 to April 1971.
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unprecedented opportunities for coming out in action against
the exploiting classes. The organized workers, peasants,
agricultural and other rural labourers, students have been
protesting against and resisting this repression.

The extent of the attacks on the working people can be
seen from the fact that during the last three months when
this Government has been in office, 18 active organizers of
the mass struggle were murdered—13 by the goondas and
five by the police. There have been instances of molestation
of women by police and by goondas. Hundreds more have
been maimed and injured in lathi-charges and lock-up beat-
ings by the police, as well as in goonda attacks. Houses and
other property owned by the poorer sections of the people
have been damaged and destroyed on a large-scale, the most
notorious cases being the destruction of 92 houses at Paraal
in Kottayam district and 146 at Thykkattusseri in Alleppey;
in Nilambur in Malappuram district 72 houses were demol-
ished by the police and 46 houses by police and goondas in
Jeerakappara in Kozhikode district. Far from bringing the
perpetrators of these crimes to book, the police have regis-
tered hundreds of cases against the victims of these attacks.
Such is the “protection to property and life” provided by the
mini-front-Kerala Congress Government!

One of the devices resorted to by Government and the
ruling parties is to register false cases whenever the goonda
attacks lead to some incident. In the case of every such
incident, well-known leaders and organizers of mass struggles
are falsely implicated and large number of persons “whose
names are not known, but who can be recognized at sight”
are also put in the list of accused. Then, on the strength of
such a list, the police indulge in a search for the accused
and under that garb, harass a large number of families. Men,
women and even children are beaten up, taken to the police
station and again beaten up in the name of “case investiga-
tions”. In this entire process, the police is effectivel y “assisted”
by the local leaders of the parties that support the present
Government. The numbers of cascs registered and the number
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of accused involved in them would run into thousands and
tens of thousands respectively. Never before has Kerala—
not even during the worst days of the post-Punnapra-Vayalar
and of 1948-51—witnessed such a widespread and brutal
regime of police terror combined with goonda attacks.

This brutal reign of terrors is sought to be covered up
and justified by a few deplorable incidents like the attempted
attacks on Home Minister Mohammed Koya. The CPI(M)
disapproves of such acts of individual terrorism, as they
hinder rather than help the development of the united mass
movement. It is, however, necessary to point out that the
mini-front and other supporters of the present Government,
who express their indignation at these acts of individual
terrorism, have not a word to say against the widespread
terror unleashed by their own supporters and the police.

For instance, they have not a word of condemnation about
the Muslim League “volunteers” who accompanied Home
Minister Mohammed Koya and murdered one of the demon-
strators who showed a black flag to the Minister. Nor do
they protest against the brutal lock-up beatings and torture
to which the alleged assailant of the Minister, Gangadhara
Marar, has been subjected.

As for the widespread practice of lock-up beatings which
had been put an end to in 1957 by the then Communist-led
Ministry and was not restored even by the Congress Minis-
try of 1960-67, it has now been restored; here, too, they
have not a word to say in protest.

The limit to their shameless defence of police atrocities
was reached on January 29, when as against the eye-witness
accounts given by MLAs, who were present at the time of
a police attack on a peaceful procession and meeting the
previous evening in the city of Trivandrum, the Home Minister
repeated the police version and denied any action having
been resorted to by the police; and on the strength of the
Minister’s denial, discussion was barred in the Legislature.

The mini-front and other accomplices of the Government
are actively supported in the suppression of truth, and the
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propagation of falsehood by the monopoly Press and the All
India Radio, both of which day in and day out relate stories
of alleged “Marxist atrocities” and deliberately refuse to
publicise the facts regarding the atrocities of the police and
the goondas.

Naturally, all the forces of reaction representing the big
landlords and employers, big traders and the other vested
interests are elated, and they and the monopolist-controlled
Press are giving full support to this Government for having
reversed the democratic, pro-working class, pro-peasant poli-
cies of the former Marxist-led United Front Government.
They are all expressing their glee that “Marxist domination
has been put an end to”, “law and order have been restored”,
“there is perfect safety and security for the person and prop-
erty of the citizens” and so on. The parties of the vested
interests like the Kerala Congress, the Syndicate Congress,
the pro-Jana Sanghite Karnataka Samiti and Indira Congress
are all supporting this mini-front Government and its police
terror. It survives with their 16 votes which from the begin-
ning of 1967, always used to be cast against the U.F. Gov-
ernment. The recent voting on the Governor’s speech also
reveals this.

It is worthy of note that, although the two Congress groups
are fighting each other on an all-India scale and in most
other States, they have joined together in maintaining the
present mini-front-Kerala Congress Government. The reason
why the two Congress groups joined the mini-front and Kerala
Congress in supporting this Government is that both of them
are interested in the reversal of the democratic, pro-working
class, pro-peasant policies of the former Marxist-led non-
Congress Government.

The militant mass movement, however, has not been and
will not be suppressed by these methods. Thousads of hutment-
dwellers, agricultural labourers, tenant-cultivators and so on,
have defied the will of the ruling parties and acted in accordance
with the call of the peasant-agricultural labourers’ conference
held at Alleppey for a mass initiative in enforcing the land
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reform legislation. Agricultural laboures have resorted to large-
scale strike actions in order to secure their economic demands.
The agricultural labourers of Kuttanad are today in the
midst of general strike to realise various demands, including
the withdrawal of the CRP from that area. Industrial workers,
students, unemployed youth, etc., are also going into action,
both on the basis of their own immediate demands as well
as against police repression. The MLAs belong to the CPI(M)
and other democratic opposition parties are carrying the fight
outside into the forum of the legislature.

The Central Committee hopes that all these forms of action
will be united and co-ordinated into a common democratic
political struggle against the Congress-supported anti-peo-
ple regime whose policies are directed against the militant
mass movement headed by the CPI(M) and other democratic
parties.

The Indira Gandhi wing of the Congress has declared as
its aim to fight the reactionary combine of the Syndicate,
Jana Sangh and Swatantra. But what this group of Congress
is doing in Kerala is supporting this mini-front Government
whose survival depends on the support of this reactionary
combine, and which is ruthlessly suppressing the working
people. The Central Government headed by Indira Gandhi
has given the CRP which makes the militant Communist
forces its main target of attack. All this has pushed into
oblivion the struggle against the reactionary Syndicate-Jana
Sangh-Swatantra combine, and the brutal terror against the
people and the fight against the CPI(M) has come into the
fore. The people of Kerala, especially those youth, who had
hoped that the Indira Congress would set on a new course
and fight the reactionary combine must force the Indira
Congress to desist from its present course. The Committee
appeals to the democratic parties, groups, organizations and
individuals throughout the country to express their solidar-
ity with and support the fighting democratic people of Kerala.

Particularly would the Committee appeal to the rank and
file of those parties and groups, who earlier constituted the
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U.F. and who are genuinely interested in the unity of all the
radical democratic forces in the struggle against the Syndicate-
Jana Sangh-Swatantra combine to consider whether this attack
on the militant mass movement in Kerala, launched with the
support of all the reactionary forces in the country, would
help the cause of unity against reaction. We would appeal to
them to consider whether the time has not come to retrace
the steps which their leaders took when they joined the
reactionary forces in toppling the former Marxist-led
Government and bringing into existence the present anti-
people and anti-Marxist regime.

The present Government of Kerala, composed of some
parties which went to the electorate in 1967 with an anti-
Congress programme but who shamelessly violated their
electoral pledges and joined hands with the Congress to topple
the United Front Government, has no moral right to con-
tinue. The monstrous repression it has let loose all over the
State requires that it should not be allowed to rule with
bullets and lathis. This Government must be forced to quit
and the Kerala people given the opportunity to give an im-
mediate fresh verdict through a mid-term election.
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CPI(M) Central Committee
Resolution on West Bengal*

Adopted at the Central Committee meeting
held in Calcutta from February 2 to 7, 1970

The Central Committee of the CPI(M) has reviewed all the
developments that have taken place in the functioning of the
U.F. and U.F. Government in West Bengal after its Novem-
ber 1969 session up to now, the boycotting of the U.F. meet-
ing on February 4 by the Bangla Congress, and Sri Ajoy
Mukherjee, the Chief Minister, once again asserting on the
floor of the Assembly that the U.F. Government is ‘‘uncivi-
lized” and his urging the people to ‘““mend it or end it’.
It is our Bengal unit that took the initiative and forged
the nine-point agreement between 14 U.F. constituents by
September 1969 to resolve the differences that were arising
and to enquire into and take all necessary steps to prevent
the so-called inter-party clashes. It is our Party leader, Com-
rade Jyoti Basu, in charge of the Home portfolio, who of-
fered that complaints against his department might be re-
viewed first by the U.F. as per the agreement. Immediately
after this agreement, even without submitting any concrete
instance or taking up any complaint in the U.F., the Bangla
Congress leaders came out with a resolution on October 5,
slandering the U.F. Government on the plea that law and
order had broken down, hundreds had been killed, land was
being illegally occupied, a severe crisis in industry had been
created due to loss of millions of workdays, gheraos, that

*Published in “People’s Democracy”, Calcutta, February 15, 1970.
Also published in the compilation of CPI(M) Documents from February
1969 to April 1971.
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women’s honour was in jeopardy and that no action had
been taken in murder cases, etc.

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) in its resolution on October 11
had to come out warning that the progeny of P.C. Ghosh
was busy re-enacting the 1967 October episode and the same
treacherous role was being played by some parties... The
Bangla Congress has joined the chorus, initiated by the
Dangeites against our Party and particularly attacking the
Home Ministry, slavishly echoing the Congress cry of break-
down of law and order under Communist rule. Once again
what has panicked these parties is the accentuation of the
class struggle, the great initiative of the West Bengal peasants
fighting for land under the illegal occupation of the landlords,
and the mighty strike struggles of the workers which have
compelled many a concession from the employers. Revealing
its real class affiliations, the Bangla Congress demands
suppression of gheraos and peasant struggles. It is the
unmistakable voice of the jotdars that speaks through the
virulent attack of the Congress on the United Front Government
and our Party.

The enemies of the United Front, the Congress leaders
and some parties in the United Front, are exploiting the so-
called inter-party clashes to give a bad name to our Party,
to the United Front and the Home Ministry. Let it be clearly
understood that these clashes are in the main not so much
conflicts between our Party and other parties, but princi-
pally they are the attacks of the jotdars and other vested
interests on the peasants and the people. Some of the parties
in the United Front which have close links with these vested
interests are using the goonda elements to attack the peas-
antry and our Party leading it, and describe them as inter-
party clashes.

The Polit Bureau warned the democratic forces that these
are not just verbal sallies born out of party interests but
serious attempts to undermine the U.F. and rob the popular
forces of their further successes.

Our West Bengal unit had replied back soberly to all the
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allegations brought by the Bangla Congress, 1n 1ts resofution
of October 18 and offered to do all in its power to keep the
unity of the U.F. based on the 32-point programme of the
UF

In the United Front meeting held on October 26, our
Party, in order to preserve the unity, had again agreed to the
seven-point agreement, though it was the Bangla Congress
and the Right Communists that broke the earlier agreement.

But, even before the ink was dry on the paper, the Bangla
Congress leaders in their State Conference at Bankura once
again violated it, and indulged in wild slanders against our
Party. The Chief Minister and his followers immediately after
their Bankura Conference started their scandalous “relay”
hunger-strike at Curzon Park in Calcutta and in certain other
centres in West Bengal, to discredit the West Bengal U.F.
Government in the name of protesting against what they
styled “‘breakdown of law and order”. When this hunger-
strike became a flop and a butt of ridicule of the people, the
Bangla Congress leaders lost their head. Sri Ajoy Mukherjee
and his lieutenant Sushil Dhara, started maligning our Party,
as ‘‘the party of dacoits”, as “molestors of women”, etc. Sri
Ajoy Mukherjee was continuously branding the Government,
of which he himself was the Chief Minister, as “uncivilized
and barbarous”, and does not stop this foul campaign.

Member of our Polit Bureau and the Secretary of the
West Bengal State Committee, Comrade Promod Dasgupta,
in a letter to all the constituents of the U.F., had correctly
described this slander in his statement that,“'Sri Ajoy
Mukherjee by characterizing his own Government as an
‘uncivlized and barbarous Government, has insulted the people
of West Bengal, put a slur upon them, and stigmatized the
glorious achievements of the workers and the toiling peasantry
won through struggles with the backing of the U.F.Government.
This is an open campaign against the U.F. Government and
this is nothing but a well-planned campaign to throw overboard
the 32-point programme of the U.F... These declarations of
the Chief Minister have gladdened the hearts of the vested
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interests, the reactionary mill-owners and the jotdars. He
has voiced their feelings and interests and for this the Jana
Sangh and Swatantra Party have congratulated the Bangla
Congress leader.”

A few days later, the slander campaign of Sri Ajoy
Mukherjee against the U.F. Government had assumed an-
other serious shape. He cancelled the transfer order of a
thana police officer issued by the 1.G. of Police, without
even consulting the Home Department. What else is this
except setting officers against officers and encouraging
indiscipline amongst them, bringing the administration to
the point of a breakdown?

Our Party, as pointed out by Comrade Promod Dasgupta’s
circular note, has demanded the withdrawal of such derogatory
remarks as ‘uncivilized’ and ‘barbarous Government’. This
demand is a just one and it expresses the feelings and
sentiments of the fighting people of West Bengal. This is
not a question of prestige for any party but a question of
people’s policy. Such slanderous utterances of the Chief
Minister are meant to undermine and finally break the U.F.
Government. No self-repecting party interested in the toiling
people should put up with such a state of affairs.

Comrade Promod Dasgupta in the above letter again re-
iterates: ““Our Party stands for preserving and strengthening
the U.F. Government, for implementing the 32-point pro-
gramme giving priority to the working people’s demands.
Our Party sincerely wishes the end of inter-party clashes
and desires the establishment of really cordial atmosphere
inside the U.F. ensuring the proper functioning of the U.F.
Government in the interests of the toiling millions.”

Even after this letter, the Bangla Congress and its mentors,
the Right Communists, did not retrace their steps. Sri Sushil
Dhara, the Bangla Congress secretary, had openly started
issuing statements about forming a mini-front Ministry,
excluding the CPI(M) as in Kerala.

In the U.F. meeting held on January 25, though the Bangla
Congress leaders had nct given any indication that they would
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not at least, in future, repeat the slanders on the U F. Gov-
ernment and interfere in the departments of other Ministries
using so-called Rule 29(3) of the Rules of Business, our
Party, in the interests of preserving the United Front, once
again, agreed to a resolution of the U.F. to see that no vili-
fication of U.F. constituents or U.F. Ministers or of any De-
partment of Government or clashes between the U.F. con-
stituents take place, though during all this period of one
year, it was the Bangla Congress and the Right Communists
who had been carrying on vilification campaigns or provok-
ing clashes against our Party.

But the Bangla Congress, backed by the Right Commu-
nists, determined on the course of forming a mini-front
Ministry excluding the CPI(M), has started issuing ultima-
tums demanding that U.F. Committees be set up to advise
and guide the Home Minister at the State level, and police
officers at the thana level.

Our Party representatives have correctly rejected this fan-
tastic proposal of thana-level committees as impracticable,
as it would only lead to the paralyzation of the administra-
tion. They made it clear that the U.F. must first disapprove
categorically the moves for mini-front ministry excluding
the CPI(M) and assure the public that any such attempt is to
deny the very basis of the U.F. and the betrayal of election
pledges, and as such it will be resisted. If such a declaration
is agreed to by the U.F,, then only our representatives were
willing to place before our Party the question of State-level
consultative committees for all Ministries for consideration,
and report our decision back at the next meeting.

Yet, the Bangla Congress leaders without even a formal
notice not only boycotted the U.F. meeting on February 4
but on the floor of the Assembly concentrated their attack
against the Government and especially against the Ministers
belonging to the CPI(M) and their departments. The climax
was reached when Sri Ajoy Mukherjee in his concluding
remarks in the debate on Governor’s speech, repeated his
slanderous characterisation of the West Bengal Government
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as ‘“‘unctvilized and barbarous’ and appealed to *‘either mend
it or end it”’. Thus on three occasions, since September 1969,
when unity moves were agreed upon by the U.F., the Bangla
Congress, instead of carrying out the resolutions, took re-
course to unilateral actions of sabotage and disruption.

The Right Communists who, from the very beginning,
following the mid term elections, had taken up as their main
task to exclude the CPI(M) from taking its due place in the
U.F. Ministry and in the political life of West Bengal, and
who had been master-minding the conspiracy of forming a
mini-front Ministry as in Kerala, were going on egging the
Bangla Congress to come out openly. In their resolution of
February 6, 1970, they have accused the CPI(M) that it was
deliberately pursuing an anti-U.F. and anti-people line and
that it was trying to impose its own party line on other
constituents and wanted to blackmail the Bangla Congress
and to oust it from the U.F,, etc. It shamelessly justified the
Bangla Congress behaviour that it was nothing but a *‘lop-
sided assessment of the situation and counsel of despair’and
a negative and pessimistic outlook caused by the ‘‘extremely
provocative” and irresponsible policies and practice of the
CPI(M)!

Thus, the U.F. and U.F. Ministry of West Bengal with
whose backing the people of West Bengal won several re-
sounding victories and inspired all the democratic forces
throughout India to look to West Bengal as showing them
the alternative way out for future, is on the point of total
breakup. The C.C. feels that even now it is not yet too late
to prevent this. The Central Committee urges upon the Bangla
Congress and the CP(Right) to retrace their steps. It urges
upon all the constituents of the U.F. to unreservedly declare
that whatever differences that may arise among U.F. con-
stituents in implementing the 32-point programme, they shall
be settled by discussion inside the U.F. but under no circum-
stances, a mini-front Ministry excluding any constituent of
the present U.F. will be allowed to be formed, as such a
mini-front Government with direct or indirect support of the
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Congress will be a gross betrayal of the struggles and hopes
of the people of West Bengal, besides being a total betrayal
of the electoral pledges given. If, for any reason, the present
U.F. cannot be maintained, then the constituent parties of
the U.F. would go to the people and seek a fresh people’s
verdict in an immediate mid-term election. It must also de-
clare that the Chief Minister will not take recourse to his so-
called special powers under Rule 29(3) and interfere with
the other Ministries.

The Central Committee appreciates the struggle so far
put up by the West Bengal people in defence of the U.F. and
its Government and calls upon all the ranks and the people
following the U.F. constituents to realize the great danger
looming ahead and to prevail upon their leaders to give up
their present disastrous course of disrupting the U.F.
Government. The C.C appeals to all the democratic forces
throughout the country to rally behind the fighting people of
West Bengal and frustrate this Bangla Congress-Right
Communist conspiracy of disrupting the existing U.F.
Government in West Bengal, as such a disruption would
only help the extreme reactionary Syndicate-Jana Sangh-
Swatantra combine that is threatening to take over control
even over the Central Government, and to establish police
and military raj in our country.
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CPI(M) Expels Mirajkar*

Central Committee’s Resolution

After S. A. Dange’s letters from jail in 1924 to the British
Governor-General offering his services to the alien imperialist
Government became known to the world from the National
Archives of the Government of India, S. S. Mirajkar had staked
his political career on the genuineness of the letters written
by Dange.

Free Press Journal of Bombay on August 6, 1964 reported
that Mirajkar had “confirmed on Wednesday in Bombay that
the controversial Dange letters of 1924 to the then Governor
General offering his services to the British Government, were
‘genuine’.” The paper also reported Mirajkar as saying “that
he had known of the existence of the letters written by Sri
Dange for 40 years but he had kept quiet in the larger interest
of maintaining ‘Party unity’.”

A few days later, on August 17, in an interview to the
Malayalam daily, Deshabhimani, Mirajkar challenged, “If
Dange has the courage, let him prove that what I have stated
is a lie. In fact, I do challenge the whole lot of them to
disprove what I know is the truth”,

In the same interview, Mirajkar had also a lot to say on
the functioning of the AITUC under Dange’s leadership. He
said “With the passing away of Comrade N. M. Joshi and
the assuming of the General Secretaryship by Dange, the
chances of doing whatever little in the service of the work-
ing class have also become less”. He also said, “I had, as a

*Published in “People’s Democracy”, Calcutta, February 15, 1970.
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matter of fact, contemplated resigning my position (as President
of the AITUC) even before they plotted to remove me. But
now I think I should let them do the job themselves”.

About Dange, Mirajkar said during the course of the same
interview, “In the business of making money and keeping the
whole lot of it to himself, Dange can any day beat the blackest
blackmarketeer hollow. Dange’s sole interest is his vested interest.
We, Indian communists, ought to feel ashamed that such a
person as Dange has come to occupy the supreme executive
position of the Party. This Dange who is merely after wealth
and power has never been and is not—a communist”.

The same Mirajkar writing about the same Dange on the
occasion of the latter’s seventieth birthday recently not only
eulogized Dange’s “services” to the working class but also
paid him glowing tributes for “making substantial contribution
to the ideological development in the revolutionary thinking”.

And when an explanation was called for by the General
Secretary of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) as to
how he sent such a message, Mirajkar’s explanation was: “I
thought over the matter very seriously and 1 do not under-
stand what explanation I should give. The fact remains that
I did send the said message hurriedly without giving much
thought to the matter. While dictating the message I should
have been careful enough. There is no doubt that I overstepped
the limit. I request the Party to take any appropriate action
against me for my political slip.”

In reply to this letter, the General Secretary of the CPI(M),
Comrade P. Sundarayya, while conveying the Polit Bureau’s
disapproval of Sri Mirajkar’s greetings to Dange, wrote : “It
really does not fully express the feelings of the P.B. or the
Party ranks and leaders over this incident.

“The ranks were indignant and justifiably so. Your letter
of explanation made matters worse. You casually describe it
as a political slip, and fail to see the gravity of the mistake.
Yow-who knew Dange’s letters, about his role, have gone out
of your way to pay tribute to him and extol his contribution
to the communist movement. You knew the deep gulf that

Com 149



130 Documents of The Communist Movement in India

divides Dange and our Party and you casually refer to 1t as
differences. This is nothing but disgracing our Party and
organization and showing servility towards Dange for rea-
sons best known to yourself. Such conduct is reprehensible
in the extreme. I hope you will realize it that this 1s no
ordinary slip but a grave misdemeanour on your part. I hope
you will learn from it and be more self-critical in future.
Also you will always remember the politics and prestige of
our Party when you are dealing with individuals who are the
sworn enemies of our Party.”

The General Secretary also informed Mirajkar, “Our Party
has decided not to attend the AITUC session at Guntur unless
it is postponed and an agreement is arrived at and all the
TUs are unified or recognized on the basis of the 1966
December General Council Resolution. As such I request
you not to attend the AITUC session being called by the
Dange group at Guntur.”

Even at this stage, in reply to Comrade Sundarayya’s
letter, Mirajkar, wrote on January 18, 1970, “You have re-
minded me of Dange letters and what I said about them.
Please allow me 1o tell you that I have withdrawn nothing,
nor will I ever do it, nor would | be badgered to take up
wrong positions.”

And, yet, when it was obvious to everyone that Dange
was splitting the AITUC to make it his pocket organization,
Mirajkar, who was so critical of Dange’s functioning of the
AITUC not so long ago, went to Guntur, helped Dange’s
splitting game and now sings paeans to Dange’s class-
collaborationist line.

Following is the text of the resolution expelling Mirajkar
from the Party, adopted by the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of India (Marxist) meeting in Calcutta
from February 2 to 7, 1970.

CPI(M) Central Committee’s Resolution on Mirajkar

The Polit Bureau disapproved of Mirajkar’s conduct when
he sent a servile message of greetings to Dange’s political
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past and the stand of our Party It also nailed down his
cringing attitude towards Dange and his group in the AITUC,
his failure to stand for his own dignity and of the Party he
represented, when Dange gave precedence over him to a
junior official of the AITUC at the WFTU Congress.

During the last few months, besides, Mirajkar has failed
to associate himself with Party comrades functioning in the
AITUC; has failed to put up a fight against the disruptionist
and anti-working class policies of the Dange group. Cor-
rupted by the love of office and the benefits it brings Mirajkar
went more and more under Dange’s influence, and violated
the P.B.’s direction not to attend the Guntur session of the
AITUC. Having gone there in the name of fighting Dange’s
policies, he got himself elected as the President and an-
nounced his open crossing over to the revisionist side. While
the Party and the militant trade unions have to wage an
irreconcilable struggle against Dange’s disruption of trade
union unity, Mirajkar has joined hands with the revisionist
leader who is splitting the AITUC.

The Central Committee is of the opinion that such an
opportunist person has no place in our Party and it hereby
expels Mirajkar from the membership of our Party.
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West Bengal Party Plenum Decides
People Will Defend Their
Hard-Won Gains*

Hartal and General Strike if
U.F. Government is Toppled

“We have complete confidence that we shall be able to fuifil
the targets set by the Plenum within the year 1970 and build
our Party organization in a way so that we are in a position
to successfully carry out the historical responsibilities de-
volving on our Party... Create tremendous political enthusi-
asm throughout the Party, side by side engender mass initia-
tive to strengthen our organization. The enemy is poised for
the attack, he has to be repelled.” With these words Com-
rade Promod Dasgupta, Secretary of the West Bengal State
Committee of the CPI(M) summed up the week-long discus-
sions of the Plenum held at Ho Chi Minh Nagar in Noapara
(district 24-Parganas) from February 9 to 15.

The Plenum discussions were rounded off with a huge
mass meeting at the Babughat Maidan, Garulia, on the bank
of the river Hooghly on the evening of the 15th.

The Plenum has called upon the people of West Bengal
to go on hartals and general strikes the moment the United
Front Government is toppled and prepare for active resist-
ance struggle to defend the people’s gains throughout the
State.

One of the founders of the communist movement in India,
octogenarian communist, Comrade Muzaffar Ahmad, hoisted
the Party’s Red Flag, and the Party’s General Secretary,

*Published in “People’s Democracy”, Calcutta, February 22, 1970
The Plenum of West Bengal State Commuttee of CPI(M) was held at
Noapara, North 24 Parganas, on 9-15 February, 1970.
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Comrade P. Sundarayya, placed wreaths on the Martyrs’
Column—thus was inaugurated the Plenum on February 9.

It was undoubtedly a significant moment in the life of
the West Bengal United Front and its Government that this
Plenum was convened. The significance was all the more
discermible from the way the bourgeois Press showed inter-
est in it. The people—particularly of the industrial belt of
24-Parganas district—also did not fail to grasp its momen-
tousness and they came forward to help the Plenum in what-
ever way they could. They donated Rs. 42,000 as also food
for the delegates and visitors. More than 80 per cent of the
800 volunteers—-men and women-also came from the work-
ing class and lower middle class families of this area.

The 271 delegates who represented all the districts and
the mass fronts including the trade unions and kisan organi-
zations were enjoined upon by Comrade P. Sundarayya in
his speech before them, not to belittle the dangers that are
looming up in the political horizon of India. Analysing the
all-India situation, he said that toppling of the U.F. Govern-
ment of Kerala was a blow at the democratic movement.
Similar conspiracies were going on in West Bengal to topple
the U.F. Government and to replace it with a mini front
Government. Those conspiracies are to be foiled through
widest mass mobilization and movement in the interest of
the democratic movement throughout the whole of India. If
the conspirators succeed in their nefarious game, it would
mean a severe blow on the democratic movement, on the
gains achieved by the working class, peasantry and other
sections of the people. That was why we must keep our-
selves alert to confront such a critical situation.-

We have to take forward the rights of the workers and
peasants gained under the U.F. regime. And for that we need
organizational preparation, Comrade Sundarayya said. He
also warned against the dangers of adventurist deviations in
the struggle for the preservation of the people’s gains. He
said, we must not commit the grievous mistake of judging
the democratic movement in the whole of India from the
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situation obtaining in Kerala and West Bengal, both of which
together form only a small part of the whole of India. We
should also remember this vital fact while assessing the Indian
political situation.

The Political Organizational Report presented before the
Plenum by Comrade Promod Dasgupta dwelt both on inter-
national and national questions. The report while discussing
the national situation mentioned that one of the phenomena
of the deepening crisis in India is that there is not one party
in India which alone is capable of replacing the Congress in
order to safeguard the profits of the bourgeois-landlord classes
within the framework of a parliamentary system and main-
tain the political influence of these classes.

The report went on: The main question that faces this
Plenum is this—will the reactionary forces be able to utilize
the crisis to denigrate democracy, or the democratic forces
be able to foil the reactionary conspiracies by extending the
militant alliance of the working class and the peasantry for
the sucessful implementation of an alternative democratic
programme utilizing the U.F. Government as a weapon in
that struggle. The United Front of West Bengal and its
Government have achieved an all-India importance as the
main weapon of struggle in the battle for democracy after
the fall of the U.F. Government of Kerala through betrayal.
Our Party is the major force and constituent of this U.F.
Government. Our Party, therefore, has become the target of
all attacks from within and without the United Front. To
counter this concentrated attack, we shall have to strive to
bring those millions of poor who are still under the sway of
the reactionary forces over to us.

A presidium consisting of Comrades Abdullah Rasul, Binoy
Choudhuri and Kamal Sarkar conducted the deliberations of
Plenum. In all 80 delegates took part in the debate in the six
days.

From the deliberations a number of interesting facts
emerged from which the extent of the Party’s influence with
the masses could be gauged. For instance, the Nadia district
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was among those districts where the Party was weak. Today
there is not even a small factory in Kalyani in this district
where there is not a union led by the Party. Significant advances
have been made in the kisan front also in this district. Again,
in the West Dinajpur district, another *weak’ district, of the
35,000 acres which have been harvested in this distirict,
more than 25,000 acres have been under the leadership of
the Party and the Kisan Sabha.

It was clear from the district reports that the working
people have gained a new consciousness, the United Front
Government had helped to gain it. Naturally, it will not
evaporate with the toppling of Government. As such, the
people will stand up to resist the gains they achieved. They
will not stand any mini-front betrayal.

Comrade Promod Dasgupta summed up the debate and
Comrade P. Sundarayya addressed the delegates in a speech
concluding the delegates’ session.

According to the report placed at the Plenum, the target
set by the State Committee at its meeting in June 1996 has
been fulfilled. The total number of members enrolled into
the Party as well as those who have renewed their member-
ship comes to 22,821, the total number of auxiliary group
members is 47,370, and that of volunteers 1,10,280. The
Special Party Fund target has been fulfilled and the State
Committee has already paid its full quota of Rs.50,000 to
the Central Committee.

The Open Session

It was believed for some time that it was not possible to
hold big rallies outside Calcutta. The mammoth gathering at
the open session of All-India Kisan Sabha, held at Borsul on
November 2, 1969, smashed that fondly-believed idea.

The magnificent rally there drove home the fact that the
stupendous enthusiasm generated in the poor peasants and
agricultural workers rallied them in such large numbers at
the call of the Kisan Sabha.

Borsul was on everybody’s mind in Noapara. For the
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organizers, the Borsul experience made them devise ways of
organizing the meeting, marshal the cars and trucks and buses
in an order to avoid traffic congestion. The main approach
road being no wider than 30 feet—and the lanes and by-
lanes leading to the maidan narrower still—, they had to see
that these are kept as clear of traffic as to permit the maxi-
mum number of people to pass through on their way to the
maidan. In Borsul, more people were far away from the
meeting-place than those who were there. To alleviate such
an eventuality, loudspeakers were placed even half a mile
away from the maidan and a forty-foot tower was specially
erected to relay speeches for those who could not get into
the maidan.

And everything went off so well, so naturally and effort-
lessly! It was very difficult for the participants to realize the
tremendous amount of planning, organization and co-ordi-
nation that went into the preparation for the rally.

If Borsul showed buoyant enthusiasnt, Noapara demon-
strated organization and planning. If Borsul is to be remem-
bered for its elemental massiveness, Noapara deserves a place
of honour for its organized grandeur. If Borsul was a gauge
of the consciousess generated in the poor peasants and ag-
ricultural workers of West Bengal, Noapara signified an-
other of the working-class organization.

Comrade Jyoti Basu presided over the meeting and Com-
rades P. Sundarayya, Promod Dasgupta, Harekrishna Konar
and Krishnapada Ghosh spoke at the rally.
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Polit Bureau of CPI(M)
on Supreme Court Verdict—
on Bank Nationalization*

Statement issued by the
Polit Bureau on February 12, 1970.

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
has issued the following statement in Calcutta on February
12, 1970, on the Supreme Court verdict on the Bank Nation-
alization Act :

The verdict of the Supreme Court invalidating the Bank
Nationalization Act has rightly caused grave concern to
all democratic and progressive forces in India while it
has brought deep satisfaction to the reactionaries and the
vested interests. Only one Judge has upheld the Act es-
tablishing conformity between the law and the demands
of the situation. The Supreme Court verdict, coming in
the wake of several verdicts of High Courts on issues like
worker’s right to gheraos and the agrarian legislations,
brings the courts into direct confrontation with the aspi-
rations of the people. It is also a clear warning that every
democratic legislation, rectifying economic inequalities
and curbing the interests of monopolists and landlords in
the interest of economic advance, will inevitably come
into conflict with the provisions of the Constitution, the
so-called rule of law.

It may sound ironical that the Supreme Court has struck
down the Act in the name of equality of all citizens before
the law. The people considered the nationalization of four-
teen major banks as a measure to curb the monopolists and
they wanted nationalization of foreign banks also. The “rule

*Published in “People’s Democracy”, Calcutta, February 22, 1970.
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of law” declares this to be hostile and discriminating—this
distinction between big and small banks.

The Supreme Court has struck down the Act on the ground
of compensation also. One-third of the judgement, deals with
this one question alone and the Court comes to the conclu-
sion that the compensation provided under the Act is such as
to make the Act invalid. The principles advocated in the
judgement demand that full market value or equivalent must
be given to those whose property is acquired and in estimat-
ing this value good-will and several other considerations
should be given their due weight.

This makes short work of public purpose and will make
it impossible for any property to be acquired by the state for
public purposes. Nationalization thus is made to lose all its
meaning, is virtually ruled out if this proviso is accepted.

While the democratic masses demand a drastic curb on
big money and mobilization of economic resources for eco-
nomic advance at the cost of the big landlords and monopolists,
both foreign and Indian, the rule of law demands that full
compensation be paid to them, and their economic power
must be kept unimpaired.

This confrontation between the provisions of the Consti-
tution and the demands of the people who are supposed to
be the sovereign authority in India is the direct result of the
rapidly advancing mass movement which has exposed the
real class character of the laws and the Constitution. The
facade of democracy, of equality before law, of fundamental
rights of organization is now getting exposed. On every
occasion, the rule of big property to exploit the common
man and the Constitution reveals itself to be an instrument
of the class rule of the capitalists and landlords.

No political party worth its name can shirk facing the
issue raised by the judgement of the Supreme Court. The
Bank Nationalization Act was only a mild measure and by
no means revolutionary. And yet it has been struck down by
the “rule of law”. All the parties which hitherto glibly talked
about the sacrosanct character of the Constitution, and attacked
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our Party for demanding its complete overhaul and replacing
it by a genuinely democratic Constitution should see how
erroneous their views were. The present bourgeois-landlord
constitution cannot be made to serve the purpose of achieving
rapid democratic progress, much less socialism. What a howl
was raised when our Party stated this simple a few months
back. From Nijalingappa to Dange, all combined to abuse
and villify our Party. And yet that is the unmistakable truth
that emerges from this judgement.

In this connection, some parties and individuals are rightly
raising the issue of the fundamental rights to property em-
bodied in the Constitution and demanding its removal from
the Constitution. It will be no doubt a welcome and progres-
sive step, if this fundamental right of big moneybags and
landlords is removed from the Constitution. But it is an
illusion to think that this step alone can solve the problem
that has come to the forefront.

The conflict between the present Central Government
and the Supreme Court is likely to continue if the Indira
Gandhi Government passes another Act and decides to enact
some progressive measures. The verdict on the Act has strength-
ened the position of the Syndicate-Jana Sangh-Swatantra com-
bine and this combine is bound to resort to the court to fight
every progressive measure. And there are enough loopholes
and open provisions in the Constitution to strike down each
and every measure of progress. The rising demands of the
masses will only accentuate this conflict pitting the two wings
of the state, the judiciary and the executive, against each
other. And through all this the people will learn the inevita-
ble lesson—the bourgeois-landlord Constitution will have to
go lock, stock, and barrel.
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Report on the Plenum of
West Bengal State Committee of the
Communist Party of India (Marxist)*

The immediate background to the Plenum of the West Bengal
State Committee of the Communist Party of India (Marxist),
held at Noapara in 24-Parganas from February 9 to February
14, 1970, was the crisis in the United Front and its
government, caused by the calculated moves mainly of the
Bangla Congress and the Right Communist Party and certain
other constituents of the United Front to topple the
Government as it is and form a ‘mini-front’ Government
minus the Communist Party of India (Marxist) on the pattern
of Kerala and therby change the United Front Government
from being an instrument for unleashing the mass struggles
and carrying forward the democratic forces in West Bengal
into an obliging tool of the vested interests, the big
bourgeoisie and the landlords. The concern expressed by
these parties over the ‘law and order’ situation, in West
Bengal is, significantly enough, echoed in the big bourgeois
Press all over India and voiced by both wings of the Congress,
the Swatantra and Jana Sangh.

The resolution ‘Against the conspiracy to topple the United
Fronr’, which was adopted unanimously by the Plenum warned
the people against this danger and called upon them to frustrate
the conspiracy and prepare themselves to meet the attack of
the reactionary forces on their hard-won gains and rights in

*Published in “People’s Democracy”, Calcutta, March 1, 1970.

This document be connected with the document covered under Item 18 of
this Volume.
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case the conspirators with direct or indirect help from the
Congress, dared to put into effect this conspiracy

Summing up of Experience

The crisis in the United Front, the resolution said, has occurred
at a time when after the heavy defeat of the Congress at the
mid-term polls, the people in West Bengal have come to
look upon the United Front as a real alternative to the Congress
and are using it to advance the struggle of the workers,
peasants, and the democratic masses against the vested
interests, and the forces of reaction.

The threat to the United Front comes at a moment when
with the split in the ruling party under the impact of the
sharpening economic and political crisis in the country and
consequent struggles of the people, it has become imperative
to preserve the militant character and unity of the United
Front to develop further the independent, militant spirit of
the people. For the Bangla Congress and Right Communists
this split has come as an opportunity to topple the United
Front in alliance with the Indira Congress, and they are
frantically pursuing this goal.

The resolution drew attention to the warnings repeatedly
given by the Communist Party of India (Marxist) that the
moves of the Bangla Congress were not the outcome of any
genuine concern to put an end to inter-party clashes, they
really reflected the reactions of the vested interests gone
berserk at the intensification of class struggles.

The resolution pointed out briefly the achievements of
the people of West Bengal during the last fourteen months
under the aegis of the United Front. Using the United Front
as an instrument of struggle, millions of workers have by
their united struggles wrested from the hands of industrial-
ists 50 crores of rupees.

More significant have been the gains of peasants. In spite
of the conspiracies of jotdars and systematic circumvention
of the law by them, the peasants in West Bengal have occu-
pied nearly ten lakh bighas of vested and benami lands and
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harvested and taken possession of 50 to 70 lakh maunds of
paddy.

All these have not only created a new consciousness among
millions of workers and poor peasants, other sections of the
people have also been benefited and inspired with a new
consciousness during the last fourteen months. The Com-
munist Party of India (Marxist) feels legitimately proud of
having been always in the forefront of these struggles.

The Plenum, however, did not concern itself solely with
the immediate problem, the imminent danger to the United
Front, although naturally enough, it loomed large in the
deliberations. The Plenum took stock of the developments
which have taken place in the national and international
situation and in the state, since the State Conference of the
Party in December 1968, especially the developments during
the last fourteen months, changing the former correlation of
forces. The Plenum also summed up the experience of the
Party during this period and then charted out after delibera-
tions spread over six days (for more than thirty hours) the
broad tactics to be followed in the changed situation.

Significant Developments

The significant developments in the international scene, as
the Political Organizational Report pointed out, were: (a)
the great advance of the liberation war in Vietnam, and (b)
the counter-revolutionary conspiracy of American imperialism
in collusion with the revisionist leadership in Czechoslovakia
against which the Soviet Union and four other Warsaw Pact
countries had to militarily intervene. The events in
Czechoslovakia once again underlined the magnitude of the
danger posed by revisionism in the international communist
movement and even in the socialist states.

The report also drew attention to the danger of sectarianism,
which like revisionism overlooked the danger of imperialism.

The report, however, took note of the fact that the na-
tional liberation movement has become stronger, with the
further deepening of the economic and political crisis of
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imperialism. Further intensification of the fundamental con-
tradictions in the world had taken place.

The present crisis in the national situation, the report
said, should be analyzed and understood in the context of
the international situation.

The crisis has reached a stage when under its impact the
most powerful party of the Indian ruling classes has split in
two warring camps. With the Congress disintegrating very
fast all over India, the ruling classes are in search of new
tactics and new ways to perpetuate their class rule. A sec-
tion of the ruling classes, represented by the Syndicate, wants
to pass off the entire burden of the crisis on the people, to
intensify exploitation by attacking the democratic rights of
the masses and establishing a police state in order to crush
the growing resistance. The other section wants to regain for
the Congress its former influence over the masses by hiding
its class character behind protestations of democracy and
socialism and by giving the non-big bourgeoisie and the
rural rich some minor concessions without prejudicing the
imerest of the landlords and the big bourgeoisie.

Perils and Opportunity

The split has created a new danger as well as a new oppor-
tunity. The danger of an outright reactionary take-over by
the Syndicate-Swatantra-Jana Sangh combine has increased.
On the other hand, the split has created the opportunity for
the working class and the democratic forces to consolidate
themselves further, to extend their democratic rights to some
extent and thus to create favourable conditions for preparing
themselves for struggles, wider in scope and higher in form
in the coming days. How successfully we can utilize this
opportunity to isolate the extreme reactionary forces and to
expose right and left, bourgeois and petty-bourgeois oppor-
tunism, to widen the mass struggles and raise them to a
political level and build the militant unity of the peasants,
workers and the toiling people depends on the strength of
our Party and the leadership it can provide.
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The split has also created a new danger. Some of the
parties who had been opposing the Congress so long are
turning again towards one or the other wing of the Congress
and seeking to establish an anti-communist front in alhance
with the Congress.

Our Party, the State Committee report said, has become
the target of attack both inside and outside the United Front
and attempts are being made to create an atmosphere of
anti-communism in order to isolate our Party from the masses
and to set up on the pattern of Kerala an anti-communist
reactionary Government in place of the present anti-Congress
United Front Government.

The report underlined also another feature in the situation.
While the disunity among the parties was growing, the forces
of unity among the people were advancing. This was evidenced
in the rally on December 26 last against the conspiracy to
wreck the U.F. and its Government.

The report also drew attention to the spectacular advance
during this period in the influence and organization of the
Party among the workers, peasants, students, teachers,
employees and women, and the unprecedented rise in the
sale of Party journals and literature. This growth is reflected
also in the rise in the collection of Party fund.

Some Instances of Growth

A few instances will illustrate the extent of this progress.

The membership of the Bengal Chatkal Mazdoor Union
has increased to nearly 100,000 this year as against 39,000
last year.

In the colliery belt, there were only 13 unions under our
leadership. But now, as was reported by Comrade Robin
Chatterjee, there are 90 unions, representing about 80,000
workers, under the leadership of the Party. This advance is
all the more significant since about nine out of every ten
workers in the colliery area are non-Bengalis. The Party
there has not only led the workers in the path of united
struggles on common demands, but through sustained political
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campaign has put disruptive forces of provincialism very
much on the defensive.

Of equal significance has been the Party’s progress among
the tea garden workers. In the Terai region, we have today
under our leadership 27 gardens instead of 11 last year. In
Nagrakata in Jalpaiguri, we had formerly one union under
our influence; now we have under our leadership 11 unions
out of thirteen.

On the students’ front, the growth of Party influence is
reflected in the recent union elections in colleges. Out of
188 elections held in the recent period the Students’ Federa-
tion has won single-party majority in 125 unions and hoid
12 other unions jointly with other forces.

Unmistakable evidence of the growth of Party influence
is reflected in the increasing demand for the Party’s weekly
organ, Deshitaishee. Since the installation of the United Front
its sale has risen to over 60,000 copies per week. There is
demand for more, but it cannot be met without expansion of
the printing press.

Ganasakti, the Party’s evening daily, prints 16,000 copies
daily, all of which are sold, although the present demand is
for 25,000 copies daily.

Another indication of the measure of politicalization of
the masses is the remarkable rise in the sale of Party literature,
including basic Marxist literature through National Book
Agency. In 1968, National Book Agency sold literature worth
Rs. 331,633.91 The figure rose to Rs. 405,008.66 in 1969.

The single most remarkable feature of the advance of
democratic forces in West Bengal is the awakening of the
rural masses on a scale not witnessed at any time in the
past. This is reflected in the advance of peasant movement
and formation of Kisan Sabhas in all the districts of West
Bengal including Bankura, Birbhum and Purulia where prior
to the formation of the United Front Government there were
hardly any kisan organization worth speaking of.

A new feature in the kisan organizations is the emergence
into leadership of cadres from agricultural workers and poeor

Com.14.10
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peasantry who are joining the kisan organizations in much
larger number than ever witnessed before.

This, according to delegates who participated in the delib-
erations, was possible because of more or less correct applica-
tion of the Party's document on the Tasks on the Kisan Front.

While the delegates, one after another gave reports of
immense advance of democratic movements and mass or-
ganizations in general and the considerable growth of Party
influence in different areas and on various fronts, they did
not hesitate to admit errors and deviations which had oc-
curred in the course of development of mass movements.

They also analysed the weaknesses which are preventing
the Party from making the fullest utilization of the possi-
bilities of the situation and preparing the Party and the masses
to defend the gains they have made so far.

The main weaknesses were briefly enumerated in the report
and found confirmation in the reports from various district
and front organizers.

While the Party has already started to consolidate politically
and organizationally the democratic forces so that the
possibilities of the new situation can be realized to the fullest
extent, and there has been remarkable progress in this direction,
the Party is lagging much behind what the situation demands.

Although there has been, as compared with the past, re-
markable advance in political consciousness among the
working class and the peasantry, their movements are still
mainly marked by economism. In the trade unions, there has
been spectacular growth of Party influence, but the Party
remains weak in some vital sectors, e.g. the railways, the
port area, transport, etc.

A basic weakness on the kisan front is that the majority
of the peasantry remains to be organized in the Kisan Sabhas.
Not enough efforts are being made to organize agricultural
labourers. The most serious weakness of all is that the Party
organization is still very weak and cannot keep pace with
the rapid growth in the influence of the Party and mass
movements and the needs of the new situation.
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As many as eighty delegates participated in the delibera-
tions. Reports from the districts brought out the role of the
various parties, especially the disruptive role of the Bangla
Congress, the Right Communist Party, etc. in the colliery
belt and the difficult struggle that the Party is waging to
defend itself against the onslaughts of these parties and the
vested interests without allowing the unity of the masses to
be disrupted.

The Plenum was meeting under the shadow of the grave
crisis in the United Front and a massive smear campaign by
the bourgeois Press which has played up every bit of slander
against the Party uttered by the Bangla Congress, the Right
Communists and Forward Bloc and some other constituents
of the United Front.

The Plenum made a sober analysis of the crisis and delgate
after delegate gave reports of the growing determination of
the people to fight for the preservation of the United Front
with its present militant character, and to defend the gains
won by them during the last fourteen months in case the
pledge given by the United Front parties at the time of the
poils was betrayed.

The Plenum adopted three resolutions besides the resolu-
tion ‘Against the Conspiracy to topple the United Front’.

A resolution was adopted in support of the liberation
struggle in Vietnam, the success of which, the resolution
said proves that man is stronger than arms.

The resolution on Kerala drew attention to the massive
repression launched by the mini-front-Kerala Congress Gov-
ernment, a Government of betrayal, and greeted the struggle
of the militant people of Kerala to compel the mini-front to
resign and seek a fresh mandate from the people. The reso-
lution pledged to mobilize the people of West Bengal in
support of the heroic struggle of the people of Kerala against
the mini-front of the betrayers.

In another resolution on the Supreme Court's judgement
on the nationalization of banks as unconstitutional, the Party
emphasized the urgent need for fundamental reform of the
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Constitution and nationalization of all foreign and Indian
banks.

The success of the Plenum depended to a great extent on
the planning and organization as well as the devoted service
of more than 800 volunteers. Working in three shifts round
the clock, the men and women volunteers in their olive-
green caps with visors were always on hand to do all sorts
of duties — guarding the gates, standing on sentry duty at
the tower, serving in the first-aid post, serving tea and re-
freshments at the stall, helping in the kitchen, serving as
guides to the exhibition of posters and photographs, control-
ling crowd, marshalling vehicles, assisting visitors and del-
egates at railway stations. Theirs was the invisible hand that
smoothened the way for the successful conclusion of the
Plenum.

The Plenum ended with the singing of the Internationale
after which the volunteers presented a guard of honour to
Comrade P. Sundarayyya. Comrade Sundarayya congratu-
lated the volunteers for the discipline displayed by them in
discharging their duties and called upon them to prepare
themselves for all eventualities in defence of the rights of
the people.
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Implement the Programme
and Save the U.F.*

Statement issued by the
West Bengal State Committee of
the C.P.1.(M) on March 4, 1970 in Calcutta

The West Bengal State Committee of the Communist Party
of India (Marxist), in a statement to the Press in Calcutta
on March 4, 1970, put forward its proposal to solve the
present crisis in the United Front.

The following is the text of the statement:

We consider that the present crisis in the United Front
has developed because, instead of welcoming the mass up-
surge of the toiling people of West Bengal who with the
support of the U.F. Government, won significant victories in
achieving some of the economic demands of the working
class and the peasantry and are eager to go ahead to get
other urgent and vital demands fulfilled, the Bangla Con-
gress aided and abetted by the Right C.P. and other allies
took up a course of isolating the CPI(M) and of forming a
Kerala-type mini-front Ministry in West Bengal.

We are also witnessing the fact that the jotdars and cer-
tain other vested interests who in the past used to get all
protection from the Congress, are now seeking protection
from the Bangla Congress and some other constituent par-
ties of the U.F. As a result of this link-up, some of the

*Published in “People’s Democracy”, Calcutta, March 15, 1970,
This statement was issued a few days before the betrayal of Ajoy Mukherjee,
Chief Minister of Second United Front Government of West Bengal, who
unilaterally tendered resignation to dislodge the United Front Govern-
ment of West Bengal at the dictates of Indira Gandhi, Prime Minister of
India, and this betrayal was fully supported by the Right Communists.
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constituents of the U.F,, instead of sincerely trying to settle
the differences, and the disputes are more interested in in-
tensifying the campaign of vilification against the CPI(M)
to facilitate the formation of a Mini-Front Ministry.

The CPI(M) is being accused that it is misusing the
Governmental machinery to extend and strengthen its party.
Everyone knows that it is a travesty of truth. In spite of
repeated requests and decisions no discussion on the con-
crete grievances was held. In reality, the CPI (M) is sin-
cerely implementing 32-Point Programme of the U.F. True
to its promise, it has not allowed the police to interfere in
mass struggles of the working class, the peasants and the
toiling people of West Bengal. It has already achieved sig-
nificant victories through its Land and Land Revenue De-
partment and Labour Department.

Eviction has been stopped, landholdings below three acres
have been exempted from rent, nearly 3.5 lakh acres of land
has been distributed amongst the agricultural labourers,
bargadars and poor peasants, five cottahs of homestead land
has been granted free of cost to the homeless peasantry.

Nearly ten lakh workers of the engineeing industry, jute
industry, tea gardens, textile industry got an increment vary-
ing from Rs 20 to 45 in their monthly wages. State Govern-
ment and other employeees got nearly Rs. nine crores.

The constituent parties, which are so much vociferous in
denouncing us are completely ignoring their duty to imple-
ment the 32-Point Programme in the departments held by them.
Though a year has already passsed the workers of the State
Electricity Board, Oriental Gas, Saxby Farmer, etc., who were
victimized for trade union movement, etc., have not yet been
reinstated, Service Conduct Rules for the State Government
employees have not yet been suitably modified, no active step
has yet been taken to reopen economically viable closed fac-
tories nor has anything yet been done to secure unemployment
benefit for the unemployed, necessary finance is not being
sanctioned to introduce free education up to Class VIII, noth-
ing has yet been done in the matter of administrative reforms.
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In our opinion, the present crisis can only be resolved 1f we
can take up sincerely and seriously the positive task of imple-
menting the 32-Point Programme of the U.F. which is the bedrock
on which the edifice of the U.F. has been built. It is a matter
of common sense, that all the 32 points cannot be taken up
simultaneously for immediate implementation. While campaign-
ing for all the 32 points, we should, therefore, take up the most
urgent and vital matters on priority basis for immediate imple-
mentation. Knowing, as we do, the limitations imposed on us
by the Constitution and the existing institutions, we cannot
make any headway in this matter unless we can unleash mass
initiative through united and countrywide mass sttrugle for the
implementation of the 32-Point Programme of the U.F.

Accordingly, we suggest that the following demands from
amongst the 32 points should be taken up immediately for
developing mass struggle:

In the Sphere of Centre-State Relations :

1. All-India services like IAS, IPS, etc. should be entirely
under the control and disciplinary jurisdiction of the West
Bengal State;

2. The Union Government should hand over a major share
of its collections from jute, tea and coal produce, and of
Excise duty, Customs duties and taxes from corporate bod-
ies from West Bengal to the State Government;

3. The State Government should have the right to impose
tax on the growing industrial sector which has been assigned
to the Central Government;

4. The Centre should transfer all the developments and
all its industrial, agricultural, educational, social establish-
ments as well as the CRP if and when the State Government
requires it with the necessary financial resources to the man-
agement and control of the State Government,

5. The Centre should give automatic sanction for all
legislations passed by the State Government on subjects listed
in the State and Concurrent List, pending certain amend-
ments to the Constitution; and
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6. The Constitution has to be suitably amended to give
more powers to the State Government :

(a) It has to be changed in a manner so that all items
excepting defence, communications, foreign affairs, currency.,
etc., are handed over to the States.

(b) Provision for Property Right has to be taken away
from the chapter dealing with Fundamental Rights and the
Constitution has to be amended in relation to it.

(c) Article 226 has to be suitably amended so that the
vested interests may not take advantage of it against the
people.

For the Peasantry :

1. Enact legislation to enforce ceiling on land on the basis
of family with no exemption.

Ceiling on agricultural land to be between 20 acres to 25
acres (irrigated and non-irrigated).

Ceiling on non-agricultural land to be three to five acres.

2. Bargadars to be conferred with the hereditary right of
cultivation. Bargadars' share should be two-third of the total
crop produced.

3. Owners having five acres of land already in personal
cultivation or annual income of Rs. 3,600 from other sources
will have no right of resumption for personal cultivation.

4. Restoration of land sold under duress up to a certain
year.

5. Granting of adequate long-term and short-term loan to
the peasantry by the nationalized banks. Moratorium on long-
standing debts.

6. Fertilizers to be sold to the peasants owning up to five
acres of land at a subsidized rate.

7. To open State Purchasing Centres for jute and to ensure
Rs. 45 as the minimum price at the lowest purchasing level.

8. Extension of existing irrigation facilities, timely sup-
ply of irrigation water, introduction of graded irrigation tax.

9. Enforcing of agricultural labourers’ minimum wage.

10. Taking over of cold storage and lowering the rate.
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For the Workers:

1. Enact legislation making 1t illegal for any employer to
close a factory or an establishment without the permission
of the Government.

2. Take over economically viable closed factories and make
arrangement for running the same.

3. Enact legislation to introduce unemployment benefit
scheme.

4. Develop adequate mass pressure to get President’s consent
to the Trade Union Recognition Bill.

5. Enact legislation for severe punishment for defalcation
of Provident Fund and E.S.I. dues by the owners.

6. All recruitment through employment exchange with
proper supervision by the trade unions.

Education

1. Immediate implementation of the decision to introduce
free education up to Class VII.
2. Enactment of the comprehensive Primary Education Bill.

Conclusion

Our Party feels this priority programme can only be realized
if the U.F. and its constituent parties and the mass demo-
cratic organizations sincerely mobilize the entire people of
West Bengal to fight for the implementation of the above
programme.

In this democratic mass movement of the people of West
Bengal, all sections of the people that can be united should
be united and mass struggles launched on a widening scale.
The State administration and the police forces in-particular
must help the people’s struggles. While strictest control should
be kept over the police forces in this matter, the police must
deal sternly with the anti-social and communal elements.

We appeal to the U.F. and all its constituent parties to
bend their energies for the fulfilment of the above tasks and
uphold the U.F. and the U.F. Government as the fighting
instrument of the people.
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Chief Minister Standing in The Way
of Granting Rights to Employees*

The State Government employees in West Bengal have been
demanding the abolition of the annual confidential report
introduced during the days of the British rule in India and
retained by the Congress after Independence. The employees
have also been demanding the abrogation of the Conduct
Rules and the grant of full trade union and democratic rights,
including the right to strike.

These legitimate demands of the employees were con-
ceded in the 32-Point Programme of the U.F. The Cabinet
has also on various occasions assured the employees of these
rights. Yet there is inexplicable dilly-dallying on the part of
the Government in framing rules for granting these rights to
the employees.

These just demands of the employees do not have any
financial implications. There should, therefore, be no diffi-
culty in implementing the promises made by the U.F. Gov-
ernment in relation to these demands. Full one year has
passed since the Cabinet assured the employees of these
rights. The employees have a right to know why the prom-
ises made by the Government are not being kept and who is
responsible for this. All right-thinking people will also de-
mand an explanation in this regard.

Newspapers have reported that there are serious differences

*Published in “People’s Democracy™, Calcutta, March 15, 1970.

This document be connected with the document covered under Item No.
21 of this Volume.
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of opinion within the Cabinet Sub-committee formed for the
purpose of implementing the assurances of the Cabinet in
regard to the demands of the employees for T.U. and democratic
rights. For finalization of the recommendations of the Sub-
Committee another meeting is to be held with the
representatives of the employees’ unions and associations.

Ajoy Mukherjee, Chief Minister, is reported to be not
very eager to hold this meeting of the Sub-Committee. Ac-
cording to a report in “The Statesman”, he is not agreeable
to granting the right to strike to the employees unless the
employees gave assurances on some specific points.

Jyoti Basu, Deputy Chief Minister, has written a letter to
the Chief Minister urging him to take prompt action.

Jatin Chakrabarti, another member of the Cabinet Sub-
Committee, has also tried without success to persuade the
Chief Minister to hold the meeting of the Cabinet Sub-Com-
mittee. It, therefore, appears that Chief Minister is holding
up the matter. _

He is reported to have said that he will decide on the date
of the Sub-Committee meeting after seeing the outcome of
the next U.F. meeting to be held on March 4. What is the
meaning of this? How is this question of conceding the
demands of the employees connected with the meeting of
the U.F?

There has been enough of dilly-dallying. The Chief Min-
ister must now categorically state whether he is opposed to
the granting of T.U. and democratic rights to the employees.
These demands concern not only the Government employ-
ees, they also touch the toiling people as a whole. The U.F.
Government must concede these demands without any fur-
ther delay.

The procrastination of the Government has quite natu-
rally made the employees restive. In a memorandum to the
Chief Minister and the deputy Chief Minister, the Co-ordi-
nation Committee of the State Government Employees Un-
ions and Associations has stated that if the Government failed
to concede their demands within 15 days, the employees



156 Documents of The Communist Movement in India

would resort to direct action by squatting for 24 hours from
6 p.m. on March 10, in front of Writers’ Buildings in Cal-
cutta and in front of the offices of District Magistrates, Sub-
Divisional Officers and Block Development Officers. On March
10, an All-India Demands Day will be observed. The em-
ployees throughout the State will wear badges on that day
and hold demonstrations and meetings.
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Bombay Witnesses a
Mighty Demonstration®

Massive Participation of
Landless Labourers and Poor Peasants

The deadening spectacle of a great city held to ransom by
the fascist arm of reaction and vested interests. The inspir-
ing sight of a mighty demonstration of worker-peasant unity
on basic class demands. It is rare that these two events
follow in quick succession, illuminating the entire political
scene, throwing into sharp relief the role of parties and
politics. Bombay’s citizens had this rare experience in the
Jfirst week of March. On March 2, Bombay witnessed the
total Bandh, organized by the fascist Shiva Sena, backed by
big capital abetted by the State Government, and helped by
the utter collapse of all democratic parties with the sole
exception of the CPI(M) which alone opposed the reaction’s
Bandh. On March 4, Bombay saw a sea of red surging through
its streets, 10,000 landless labourers and poor peasants, led
by the CPI(M). If March 2 made the people feel despondent
and helpless, March 4 gave them courage and hope. All
parties were put to test in these two days and only the CPI(M)
passed the test with flying colours.

The call for Bombay Bandh on March 2, to back the
demand for inclusion into Maharashtra of the disputed
Maharashtra-Mysore border area, was given by the Shiva
Sena Chief, Bal Thakaray on February 8. All observers have
noted the fact that the call came two days after the S.S.
Chief had met the Maharashtra Pradesh Congress (Indira

*Published in “People’s Democracy”, Calcutta, March 15, 1970. This
report was received from Prabhakar Sanzgiri of Bombay (now Mumbai).
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Group) President, Vasantrao Dada Patil, to discuss this is-
sue. No doubt, the call originated in this meeting. In the
days to follow Thakaray’s Sena was to whip up chauvinist
frenzy and tension and panic among the people, while
Congress bosses were to hint at danger to law and order if
their demands were not conceded by the Centre forthwith.

Fascist Offensive

The numerous incidents of S.S. attacks on the Red Flag
workers and offices in Western and Eastern suburbs and at
Ambernath were all of a piece which fitted into this pattern.
The S.S. instinctively knew which of the democratic forces
would stand up to its blackmail and gangsterism and con-
centrated its attack on workers. The murderous attack on
Comrade Nambiar, the leading CPI(M) trade unionist in West-
ern suburbs, the recurrent armed attacks on Devidayal work-
ers at Bhandup, the unceasing assaults on the CPI(M) strong-
hold at Vadala and the attempted mass-raid on the Ambernath
office were the glaring examples. But for the first time, in
its four years’ existence, the Shiva Sena thugs met with
determined resistance and severe rebuff. Even with the po-
lice conniving at their attacks and in some places actually
abetting them, the assailants were beaten off. The Marathi
working class, on whose support and neutrality the Shiva
Sena counted in the past, recoiled from these attacks on the

Red Flag and the gangsters remained isolated. This is a sig-
nificant development.

Communal Incitement

As for communal incitement, the S.S. speeches surpassed
anything in this line in the past. Even the diluted versions
appearing in the Marathi Press testify to their virulence.
It is revealing that the Maharashtra Government did not
move a finger to halt or curb this open incitement to com-
munal riots. In fact, the prohibitory orders issued by the
local D.S.P. were suddenly relaxed to enable Thakaray’s hordes
to make a triumphant entry into Mahad and hold the rally
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there. The local Congress MLA, Sri S. B. Sawant, who has
been the target of Shiv Sena blackmail and threats, has come
out with startling revelations alleging that the relaxtion was
ordered by the Ministry on a phone-call by Thakaray. Sawant
has bluntly alleged that the Ministry has been conniving at
and encouraging the Shiva Sena in this connection.

In the week preceding March 2, the Shiva Sena organized
in most wards mock funeral processions carrying the effi-
gies of Mysore’s Chief Minister, Veerendra Patil. Carrying
of effigies in processions and burning them is prohibited in
Bombay and this ban has been used in the past to prevent
effigies of President Nixon and the like being taken in sup-
port of Vietnam processions. But the ban did not operate
this time! Nowhere did the Police object to effigies being
paraded. Obviously, for the Congress rulers of Maharashtra,
the Mysore Chief Minister does not deserve the ‘courtesy’
extended to the American war monger!

Democratic Counter-Offensive

It was in this background that the kisan Morcha was organized
by the CPI(M), Lal Nishan Party, Right Communists and the
SSP. The Morcha attracted widespread attention because the
bourgeois Press had sedulously propagated that only the
reactionaries, Shiva Sena, could mobilize large numbers of
people. There was also the fear that clashes might ensue
during the march of the peasants and workers to the Vidhan
Sabha.

Besides, it had a political importance of its own in the
special conditions of Maharashtra. The Sampoorna Maharashtra
Samiti, which included all the democratic parties had de-
generated and collapsed as the majority of the constituents
were not prepared to go beyond the demand for settling the
border dispute between Karnataka and Maharashtra. Many
parties refused to combine on the class issues directly fac-
ing the people.

The Maharashtra State Committee of the CPI(M) had ini-
tiated the idea of organizing a giant demonstration in Sep-



160 Documents of the Communist Movement in India

tember last year of adivasis, landless labourers and poor
peasants in Bombay, at the time of the March session of the
Assembly, to highlight the basic demands of the peasantry, to
win the support of all democratic people for these demands
and to lay secure foundation for their coming struggles. The
State Committee had appealed to other democratic parties to
join it. The appeal had met with positive response from the
SSP and the Lal Nishan Party. The revisionists, who had cold-
shouldered the appeal earlier, joined the front only late in
January. The SSP participation remained only symbolic to the
end. The revisionist part remained a minor one.

Thus two campaigns were on: reaction’s campaign spear-
headed by the Shiva Sena, and the democratic campaign of
the united front of parties — a campaign spear-headed by
the CPI(M).

Hundreds of meetings were held, activists’ meetings,
factory and mill-gate meetings area meeting, lakhs of hand
bills were printed and distributed. 5,000 copies were sold
of a 16-page pamphlet explaining the problem and de-
mands of the landless peasantry in Maharashtra. The city
walls were plastered with thousands of posters and ex-
tensively painted with slogans. Several thousands of work-
ers, middle class employees and housewives were indi-
vidually approached for funds and food packets. It is no
exaggeration to say that this campaign eclipsed even the
election campaigns in the past.

The Lal Nishan Party was with us in the campaign all
along. Its leaders and ranks worked along with us for the

success of the campaign. The revisionists bestirred them-
selves only towards the end.

Unprecedented Response

The campaign met with unexpectedly great response. The
meetings were largely attended and the intent faces bore
testimony to the tremendous interest awakened by peasants
coming to the city. The response to the appeal for food
packets literally overwhelmed the Party towards the end.
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The Left Debacle and Revisionist Surrender

What lead did the political parties give to the people in face
of the vicious campaign of the Shiva Sena? In particular,
what role did the Left and democratic parties play?

It is clear as daylight that any party professing faith in
democracy, national integration, secularism and socialism
must have unhesitatingly opposed the Shiva Sena’s cam-
paign and call. The real issue was not the expression of the
opinion of the people of Bombay on the border question.
The real issue was whether a rabidly communal, fascist body,
sworn enemy of all democratic and Socialist values, was to
be alowed to hold the city to ransom and to attack the mi-
norities unopposed and unhindered.

With the one honourable exception of the CPI(M), all
parties failed in the test. They failed to uphold democratic
values. Chauvinism, opportunism and even sheer cowardice
dominated their stand on the March 2 Bandh. After all that
the State Government had done to encourage the Shiva Sena
and to further chauvinism, the Chief Minister’s last-minute
appeal to “the sponsors of the 2nd March Bandh” to withdraw
their call impressed no one. The people took it as a platitu-
dinous exercise meant for record.

It may be mentioned here that the Indira Congress group
in the Bombay City Corporation has now entered into an
alliance with the S.S. Group there to oppose the Syndicate
Congress.

The Syndicate Congress group, whose all-India Chief is
demanding implementation of the Mahajan Commission Re-
port, suppported the Shiva Sena call for the Bandh.

The PSP sat on the fence, neither supporting nor oppos-
ing the S.S. call. )

From far-off Delhi, Madhu Limaye of the SSP declared
support to the Bandh call, causing some rumbling in his
local unit. Ultimately, the SSP decided on “support to the
Bandh but not to the Shiva Sena™!

But the lowest depths were reserved for the revisionists.

Com.14 11
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Here was a party whose cadres and offices had been subject
to violent attacks by the Shiva Sena, whose trade unions are
being attacked and smashed by the Shiva Sena; a party which
flaunts the name “Communist” and claims to hold the 'Red
Flag’ which the Shiva Sena proposes to burn and destroy, a
party which professes concern for the protection of the mi-
norities whose life and property the Shiva Sena is threaten-
ing. What attitude did it take towards the Shiva Sena’s Bandh
call?

On February 2, the revisionists came out with a con-
temptible statement pledging “full support to the 2nd March
Bandh” not only in Bombay but all over Maharashtra! Not
content with that, the statement advised the Chief Minister
“not to raise the false bogey of an orgy of loot and arson on
the Bandh day” but to resign on the border issue! This was
not only support to the Shiva Sena’s bandh, it was publicly
certifying the Shiva Sena’s campaign as being above blem-
ish!

This astounding statement of the Right C.P. has shocked
even its supporters and sympathizers who have uncomplainingly
stomached all the opportunist antics so far. B. S. Dhume, a
leading revisionist and secretary of the MRTUC, issued a
statement opposing the Bandh!

CPI(M) Opposed S.S. Bandh

Only the CPI(M) declared its firm opposition to the Shiva
Sena's Bandh call. The party statement reminded the people
that the CPI(M) had all along stood for a principled solution
of the Maharashtra-Mysore border question. It was the only
party in India whose Central Committee as well as Mysore
and Maharashtra Committees had rejected the Mahajan
Commission Report as being unprincipled. Despite this the
Party was opposed to the March 2 Bandh.

The statement pointed out that the Bandh call was given
by the Shiva Sena whose record of violent attacks on the
linguistic minorities was well known and who was even now
carrying out virulent propaganda and organizing attacks against
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the Muslim minorities. Support to its Bandh call could only
help strengthen this pernicious trend. The statement said
that organized efforts were being made by vested interests
on both sides of the border to promote hatred and enmity
between the people of the two States and that the Bandh was
part of this campaign. It would harm the cause of the peo-
ple, rather than contribute to a just solution of the dispute.

The statement called upon all democratic forces to unite
to oppose such minority-baiting reactionary forces as the
Shiva Sena.

The Imposed Bandh

The bourgeois Press has joyfully reported that the March 2
Bandh was a total one. Yes. It was more or less a total
Bandh, no doubt. But with a difference, a big, basic difference.

It was not a normal Bandh, the voluntary stoppage of
work and activity by people in support of a democratic cause.

The mills and factories were closed, but not because of
voluntary abstention by workers. They were closed because
the employers, taking the hint from the State Government,
shifted the weekly holiday from Sunday to Monday and en-
forced the closure. The buses were off the streets because
the BEST undertaking took them off the streets, following
the Government’s advice. All shops were closed too, not
because the shop-owners sympathized with the Sena’s call,
but because they dreaded repetition of last year's orgy of
looting and arson by the S.S. gangsters and knew that they
could expect no protection from the State Government’s police.

Inspiring Demonstration of Worker-Peasant Unity

The enemies of the Party had thought that the March 2 build-
up would frighten the Party into postponing the March 4 Morcha.
Such a postponement would have meant a victory for them
and a set-back for the democratic movement. The Party made
it very plain that the Morcha would not be postponed under
any circumstances; even if prohibitory orders were in force,
they would be defied and the Morcha taken out.
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The entire Maharashtra Party was busy campaigning for
March 4. In the vanguard was the Thane district, where the
Worli adivasi peasants had successfully fought for the crops
they had raised in the jungle plots occupied by them and
will have to fight for again this year. For four full months,
meetings had been held in hundreds of villages, names en-
rolled and contributions collected. Adivasi peasants from as
far as Nagar Haveli, over 100 miles away from Bombay,
were eager to join the Morcha. They were to set out on
February 28 and march on foot to Bombay being joined on
the way by other jathas. Far-off Wardha district had already
led in the big demonstration before the Nagpur Assembly
session and was to begin its land occupation struggle in
February. Dhulia district had held its landless peasant con-
ference in December, planned a morcha in the district in
February and proposed to send a big contingent to Bombay.
The Bhir district too had held its conference, planned an
agricultural labour strike and enrolled nearly 150 names for
the jatha to Bombay. The Nasik district had a demonstration
of peasants hit by drought while the Parbhani district was
preparing for the struggle of project-hit peasants for re-set-
tlement. Thus the preparations for March 4 had in them-
selves led to an advance in struggles in the State.

So it was that nearly 10,000 adivasis, landless labourers
and poor peasants poured into the Dadar Station on the momning
of March 4. Half of them came from the Thane district,
3,000 of them being Worli adivasi peasants. Conspicuous
among them were 250 women, wearing bright-coloured sa-
ris and their peculiar ornaments. All those had been the
guests of Thane working class on the previous day. A huge
public meeting had welcomed them in Thane.

Some 20 districts of Maharastra were represented in the
Morcha. Even the far off districts of Bhir and Parbhani, and
sent jathas of 200 and 100 peasants repectively, when each
of them had to spend over 40 rupees for the journey.

Large batches of sugarcane farm workers came from Nagar
and Kolhapur districts. From South Maharashtra district came
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batches of the Goali-Dhangar peasants. They came under
the leadership of the Lal Nishan Party. The revisionist con-
tribution was the smallest. A batch of 200 Katkari adivasis
from the Colaba district deserves mention among them.

Workers too poured in at the Dadar Station to join their
peasant brethren. Thousands came in procession after pro-
cession from Thane and the western and eastern suburbs,
where a large number of factories had stopped work. Textile
and Railway workers came from south of Dadar.

The amount of food voluntarily donated by workers and
middle class families exceeded all expectations. It proved
more than sufficient for two meals and when the peasant
visitors departed the next day, they were given food packets
for their home journey too!

By noon, the maidan opposite the Ruia College was a sea
of red. From there nearly 20,000 workers and peasants marched
in procession the six mile-long route to the Council Hall.
The streets were packed on both sides all along the routes
by lakhs of admiring and enthused workers and their fami-
lies. Particularly enthusing and inspiring was the reception
at Delisle Road and Madanpura. One could read on the lakhs
of smiling faces the love and admiration for the poor peas-
ant comrades, the feeling of relief and joy that the Red Flag
had given a fitting reply to the Shiva Sena’s Bandh.

Any plans the S.S bosses had for attacking and disturb-
ing the Morcha — and they did have some such plan— they
had to give up at the sight of the huge, militant and confi-
dent mass surging through the streets.

By 6 p.m the Morcha reached the vicinity of the Council
Hall where it was stopped by the police. It had been planned
to turn back and hold a meeting at the Azad Maidan. But the
Government refused permission for meeting there on the
spurious plea that the Maidan was exclusively reserved for
sports, though only two months earlier, the Indira Gandhi
Congress had been allowed to hold its session there. The
meeting was, therefore, held at the spot where the Morcha
was stopped by the police. It was presided by Comrade
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Godavari Parulekar and addressed by Comrade B.T. Ranadive,
Datta Deshmukh and Yashwantrao Chavan of Lal Nishan,
Dange and S. Deshmukh of the Right Communist Party, Adhav
of the SSP and Ahilya Rangnekar of the CPI(M).

Beginning of New Advance

As Comrade BTR stressed in his speech, the March 4 Morcha
was a brillant beginning in the direction of building worker-
peasant alliance. It is but fitting that this step was being
taken in the birth centenary year of Comrade Lenin, who
taught that there can be no salvation for workers and peas-
ants without building such an alliance. The task before the
Party and the democratic movement, Comrade BTR empha-
sized, was to carry forward the job now begun, through furher
struggles.

Yet another significant feature of the Morcha as Comrade
BTR pointed out was that it brought together the democratic
parties on a basic class issue. This front had to be extended
and consolidated through mutual support of struggles and
their co-ordination and drawing in other democratic forces.
Comrade Godavari made an inspiring speech rousing the
thousands of peasants that had gathered. In clear terms she
announced the determination of the landless and agricultural
labourers to take possession of land and improve their wages
come what may. She told the Government that the peasants,
backed by the united strength of several parties, are prepared
to face all repression to secure their demands.

For the working class and democratic people of Bombay,
the March 4 demonstration was the re-assertion of the strength
of the democratic movement and a powerful rebuff to the
forces of reaction who only two days earlier thought that
they held Bombay in their grip. The Morcha has given cour-
age and confidence to lakhs of people and laid the basis for
a resurge of the democratic forces in Bombay. It has proved
the efficacy of the united front of democratic parties.

For the Party in Bombay who toiled for the success of
the Morcha, it gave fresh confidence in the correct policy of
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the Party and its ability to fight reaction and lead the demo-
cratic forces.

The correct stand of the Party on March 2 and its lead-
ership on March 4 has greatly enhanced the prestige of the
Party in the eyes of the democratic section. Secure foundations
have been laid for the advance of the Party.
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CPI(M) Polit Bureau Statement
on Recent Political Developments*

Released in Calcutta on March 16, 1970

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marx-
ist), after its meeting at Calcutta from March 11 to 14, 1970,
released the following communique to the Press on March
16, 1970:

The Polit Bureau has reviewed the national political
situation and, in particular, the development in the States of
West Bengal and Kerala.

It notes that the political crisis in the country has been
further aggravated during the last two months, and the same
is clearly manifested in the utter instability and uncertainty
that has come to prevail in several State Governments such
as U.P., Bihar, Kashmir, Orissa, Kerala and West Bengal,
and also the Central Government. These developments
demonstrating nakedly the bankruptcy of the two bourgeois
lines offered by the two rival wings of the Congress party,
increasingly expose the hollowness of the tall claims of the
ruling Congress party at the Centre about Socialism and
‘new deal’ to the people.

The Central Budget, presented by the Prime Minister in
her capacity as Finance Minister, keeps to the traditional
pattern of defending the vested interests. The economic policies
projected in the Budget go only to perpetuate all the evils
afflicting our crisis-ridden economy — the indirect taxation,

*Published in “People’s Democracy”, Calcutta, March, 22, 1970. Also

published in the compilation of CPI(M) Documents from February 1969
to April 1971.
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inflation, price rise and making the rich richer and poor still
more poor. Is it any wonder that it has come to be universally
acclaimed by the entire Big Business and applauded by the
monopolist-controlled Press, without exception? Such is the
real face of Socialism, conceived by the Congress wing led
by Indira Gandhi.

The unashamed alliance forged between the Indira Gandhi
wing of the Congress on the one hand and the fascist-minded
Shiva Sena on the other in the Bombay Corporation, the
open encouragement given to the Shiva Sena’s anti-Muslim
and anti-working class activities by the Naik Government
which swears by Indira Gandhi Congress, the secret
confabulations conducted between Messrs. D.P. Mishra and
Kamaraj at Delhi, the rank opportunist unity forged by the
Indira Gandhi Congress in U.P. with the notorious political
turn coat Mr. Charan Singh and his BKD, the proposed alliance
of the Indira Congress with the Swatantra Party in Gujarat,
the shady hobnobbing with the leaders of Telangana separatists
who have been leading a disruptive movement, the toppling
of the Kerala U.F. Ministry and the conspiracies that are
being hatched to topple the U.F. Ministry in West Bengal
highlight the shallowness regarding the tall claims of figthting
the Syndicate, Swatantra, Jana Sangh menace. The unprincipled
and highly opportunist moves and steps are shattering the
illusions among the people that the Indira Gandhi wing of
the Congress stands for democracy, secularism and Socialism,
and they are becoming apprehensive that it will not take too
long a time that the political demarcation line between the
Syndicate and anti-Syndicate alliance is demolished, if the
present trend persists.

People are also increasingly coming to realize as to how
the self-same ruling Congress party, which has plunged the
country into the present economic-political impasse, is once
again proving a menace to the progress of democratic forces
and their unity, when the two wings of the split Congress,
with their respective bankrupt political lines and opportunist
alliances, are busy disrupting the Left-oriented democratic
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fronts and their State Governments and objectively fostering
the forces of reaction and counter-revolution.

The Polit Bureau, once again, draws the serious attention
of all the democratic parties and groups in the country to
realize as to how the two Congress-sponsored alliances are
disrupting the unity of the democratic forces and how the
rallying of different democratic parties behind one or the
other projected bourgeois-landlord alliance is undoing the
democratic gains registered in the arduous struggle agaist
the Congress Government and its anti-people rule. It appeals
to all the consistently democrartic and progressives in these
parties to rethink calmly and coolly as to where these two
bourgeois-landlord-led alliances are leading our country and
as to what dangers are inherent for the future of the democratic
movement in the prevailing craze of several parties to rally
behind one or the other wing of the Congress deserting the
Left-oriented united democratic fronts in the States.

In this connection, the Polit Bureau takes special cognisance
of the treacherous role played by the Right Communist leaders
in the course of the present political crisis in the country.
This party has spearheaded the conspiracy of blowing up of
the U.F. and U.F. Government and setting up an anti-peo-
ple's raj in the State. Police lathi-charges, shootings, beat-
ings in police lock-up and the supression of people’s strug-
gles have not only become a normal feature in the State but
false cases are foisted on as nearly as forty thousand people
to harass them. Its police terror rule is drawing universal
acclaim from every reactionary quarter in the country, and
it is not ashamed of taking comfort in the good conduct
certificates showerd on it by the same big bourgeois Press.

This party is now at the same treacherous game blowing
up the only remaining U.F. and its Government in West Bengal
and paving the way either to the imposition of the President’s
rule or the formation of a mini-front Government to act as
the stooge of the ruling Congress party at the Centre. It 1s
acting as the unashamed apologist of the Bangla Congress
leaders who have chosen to defect from the Front and its
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Government under the dictates of the vested interest; it 1s
openly coming in support of every tactic of Bangla Congress
leaders to slander the U.F. Government and maliciously malign
the Communist Party of India (Marxist) which happens to
be the single biggest constituent of the U.F.; and it has even
politically degenerated to the point. of openly opposing a
call for the general strike of the working class in defence of
the U.F. Government and in protest against the defection of
the Bangla Congress. This, indeed, is the limit for a party
which calls itself Communist and pretends to fight for the
defence of U.E.!

Strangely enough, after carrying out a persistent, vicious
propaganda against the CPI(M), echoing every foul accusa-
tion levelled by the Bangla Congress leaders. S. A Dange
now comes out with fulsome praise for the achievements of
the U.F. Government in West Bengal and argues for the defence
of the U.F Government. It is anybody’s guess as to what this
stuff is intended for—whether it is for the consumption of
the ill-informed world Communist leaders and the gullibel
following at home or honestly and sincerely meant for mending
his party’s perilous path.

Dange has been reported to have said, ‘Never in the history
of Bengal were the exploited toiling masses so free, so fearless,
so organized as under the U.F. Government’. It is evident
that the masses could not have been so fearless had it not
been for the police policy of the U.F. Home Ministry which
refuses to use the police against the fighting people. This
knocks out all the slanders against our Party and the Home
Minister Jyoti Basu. If Dange sincerely believes that the
exploited masses have gained under the U.F. Ministry, then
the only honest course for his party is to repudiate the
treacherous group of Bangla Congress defectors and defend
the interests of the masses by agreeing to form a new ministry
as proposed by our Party. To refuse to do so is to be a party
to the betrayal of the U.F., notwithstanding expression of
pious wishes for its unity.

However, the Polit Bureau, even at this late hour, hopes
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that the leaders of the Right Communist Party, realize the
enormity of the political crime they are committing through
playing second fiddle to the Bangla Congress defectors and
by opposing the formation and functioning of the U.F.
Government. It also appeals to the entire membership of the
Right Communist Party and their mass following to awaken
to the grave dangers that are developing to the gains of the
people in West Bengal and prevail upon their leaders to
reverse their disastrous course of alliance with any and every
political force and enmity and hostility to the CPI (M). It
is a shame for a political party which calls itself Communist
and gangs up with all other parties to fight the CPI (M)
which has earned the proud place of becoming the single
biggest political party in the State and forms the biggest
constituent of the U.F. Government. How else can one
characterize such a political line except as a line of crassest
class collaboration and grossest betrayal of the working class
and its revolutionary objectives?

The Polit Bureau congratulates the fighting people of Kerala
and the State unit of the CPI (M) for carrying out the
determined struggle against the repressive police rule of the
miri-front Government, braving every terror let loose against
the toiling people. It is equally proud of the great mass
mobilization carried by the State Committee of West Bengal
and the heroic struggle it is organizing in defence of the
U.F. Government and the gains secured by the people under
the U.F. regime. It is confident that the treacherous mini-
front of Kerala will be overthrown by the people, and similar
conspiracies brewing in West Bengal will be scotched by the
fighting workers and peasants and progressive middle classes
of West Bengal. The CPI(M) spares no effort in defeating
and routing the diabolical mini-front strategy of Right
Communist invention, since it is a dangerous anti-working
class and anti-Communist strategy of polarizing the political
forces around one or the other bourgeois-landlord alliance,
namely, the Syndicate alliance and the alliance headed by
the Indira Gandhi wing of the Congress. This mini-front
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strategy, in the final analysis, is aimed at nothing but to
assist the bourgeois-lanlord classes and their political par-
ties in isolating the revolutionary working class and disrupt-
ing the democratic unity of our people, and perpetuate the
reactionary class rule of big capitalists and landlords. In this
great and glorious struggle against the mini-front strategy
and in defence of the independent line of the working class
and its unity with the democratic classes and masses from
the onslaughts of the reactionary ruling classes and their
proteges, the CPI(M) seeks the full co-operation and support
of all the democratic classes and defends their vital interests.

In this context, the Polit Bureau is duty bound to warn
every demaocratic and patriotic party and person in the country,
that not only the political line of the Syndicate and its allies
pose a grave menace to democracy, secularism and integrity
of the country, but the ruling Congress wing and its
Government at the Centre, which claims opposition to the
Syndicate’s political line are also found pampering different
kinds of disruptive forces which spell disaster to the unity
among different nationalities of our land and to the very
unity and integrity of the Indian Union.

The leaders of the Central Government refuse to take a
forthright stand against the separatist demands of disruption
and dismemberment of linguistic States, such as the separate
Telangana and Vidarbha, etc. They are playing a hide and
seek game with these separatist leaders, and thus abet,
encourage and strengthen these disruptive forces.

The Central Government refuses to either evolve a
principled and democratic procedure or to adhere firmly to
it in the matter of resolving several border disputes or river
water disputes among different linguistic States. This woeful
failure and undue delay in resolving the disputes is coming
as a handy weapon to the chauvinist and jingo elements to
incite linguistic riots between different States and to organize
riots against linguistic minorities in several States. The bor-
der disputes between Maharashtra and Mysore, Mysore and
Kerala are the instances of this nature, let alone the Central
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Government by such policies is fostering to breed the avow-
edly dark forces such as the Shiv Sena in Maharashtra and
its counterparts in other States. These unresolved and vexa-
tious problems coupled with the complex problems of Cen-
tre-State relations, are breeding the disruptive forces, who
are out to utilize them for the disruptive purpose of dividing
the class and mass unity of the democratic forces in the
country and thus endanger the united struggle of our people
for democracy, progress and Socialism. The bourgeois-land-
lord classes and their political parties have been proving
their bankruptcy not only in resolving the economic-politi-
cal crisis in the country, but also demonstrating their total
failure to forge fraternal bonds between differnent language-
speaking peoples and States and to defend and take forward
the integrity of the Indian Union. The present political crisis
has pushed this bankruptcy to the forefront and demands
that the democratic parties accept this challenge.

Such is the gravity of the economic-political crisis and
the situation confronting the democratic parties and groups
in the country today. The Polit Bureau appeals to all the
democratic parties and groups to shed all complacency and
rise to the occasion and to forge the unity of the democratic
forces. The CPI(M) pledges to fulfil its part, and invites the
co-operation of all other democratic parties and groups in
the country in this great task facing our people and the country.
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Dissolve the Assembly
and Arrange for Polls in May*

CPI(M) Demands of the West Bengal Governor

A Delegation of the West Bengal
State Committe of CPI(M) met the Governor

A delegation of the West Bengal State Committee of the CPI(M),
consisting of Comrade Promod Dasgupta, Secretary, and
Comrade Jyoti Basu, member of the Secretariat, met the
Governor of West Bengal on March 24 and apprised him of
the viewpoints of the Party with regard to the developments
since the promulgation of the President’s rule in the State.

A letter of the West Bengal State Committee was handed
over to the Governor by the delegation. Here is the text of
the letter:

The vast majority of the people of West Bengal voted
unmistakably against the Congress and for the United Front in
1969. The Government endeared itself to the masses through
its activities and large masses of workers, kisans and middle
classes enthusiastically rallied round it as evidenced by massive
movements, elections in various spheres, by-elections to
Assembly and Parliament, etc.

But Sri Ajoy Mukherjee and his party began to slander
the Government inside and outside the Assembly which
gladdened the hearts of the reactionaries and all those who
were inimical to the U.F. Government. Finally, he chose
unilaterally to quit the U.F. and by taking advantage of his
position as the Chief Minister to bring down the Government
by his resignation in the midst of the Budget Session. He
refused to discuss within the U.F. or the Cabinet the differences
that had arisen between the Ministers and parties with regard

*Published in “People’s Democracy”, Calcutta, March 29, 1970.
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to powers of Ministers in their own sphere and powers of
the Chief Minister, etc., or the question of inter-party clashes
or the fantastic charges which he made about law and order,
etc. His party boycotted the U.F. meetings which were called
for discussion of such issues and there after deserted the
Front.

Our Party, the CPI(M), was of the view that such an
irresponsible and unilateral decision of one party went against
the interest of the people and should not mean the end of the
United Front and its Government. Consquently, as the largest
single party in the Assembly, we were prepared to take the
responsibility to form a Government without the help of the
Congress. But the leadership of some parties of the UF.
such as the Right CP, Forward Bloc, SUC declared their
support to the Bangla Congress and an end of the U.F. and
expressed their active hostility to our efforts.

We desired to test our support on the floor of the Assembly
after the formation of a ministry. But you expressed your
inability to permit us to take recourse to this step in view of
such active oppositon of the leadership of some parties. The
outcome of all this is the imposition of President’s rule and
we are totally opposed to the indefinte prolongation of such
rule because it is authoritarian and nothing but rule of the
Congress Government from the Centre. For such a state of
affairs, there is no mandate of the people of West Bengal.

May we remind you that in 1967, flouting the will of the
people a traitorous PDF-Congress Government was installed
by the Governor. But a massive movement of the people
sealed its fate within a short time. Later, after the imposition
of President’s rule, high-powered propaganda was let loose
that peace and safety had been assured to the citizens and
hence they would prefer President’s rule to continue and
they would be apathetic to mid-term elections. But the falsity
of this propaganda was amply demonstrated in the elections
in 1969.

We are constrained to remind you of all this because
President’s rule has not been accompanied by the dissolution



Dissolve the Assembly and Arrange for Polls in May 177

of the Assembly and the announcement of dates for mid-
term polls. In the meantime, once again assiduous and
motivated propanganda is being orgamzed from some quarters
that law and order had broken down during the U.F. regime
and on the morrow of President’s rule 1t has been restored,
and hence President’s rule should be continued indefinitely.
There is also a conspiracy to instal a mini-front Government
with direct or indirect Congress support and hence the
Assembly has not been dissolved and dates for elections not
announced. Glib talk of forming a mini-front Government in
the name of restoring the U.F. is being talked about by some
people.

The people of West Bengal will never permit either a
prolonged President’s rule or a mini-front Government in
collusion with the Congress party. Since some of the parties
of the United Front have violated the mandate of the people,
the only alternative is to go back to them and have fresh
elections. We believe that the people of West Bengal, based
on their rich experience, not only of the Congress but parties
of the United Front, are capable once again of electing a
Government which will serve them sincerely. We hope that
through unnecessary delay in taking this correct decision,
the people will not be compelled to assert their rights through
struggles and sufferings. It is only such an elected Government
which can with the co-operation of the people carry forward
the unfinished tasks of the U.F. In the agenda of the Budget
Session of the Assembly, there were various Bills concern-
ing land reforms, workers, primary education, etc. Many
schemes were being worked out with regard to unemploy-
ment benifits, refugees, irrigation, agriculture, industries, etc.
The workers, employees and teachers expected extension of
their democratic rights and improvements in their condi-
tions of life, after the initial gains made by them.

Whilst all this will be kept pending, already there are
talks of depriving the kisans, workers and others of the gains
they have made in regard to their economic demands and
democratic rights. There is grave apprehension among the

Com.14.12
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people in this regard. In the name of law and order, the
police administration are being geared against the people.
Indiscriminate arrests have started and the CRP has taken up
positions. Those officers of the police and the Government
who were unhappy because they were restrained from acting
against democratic movements will now be moved by a spirit
of revenge. The Intelligence Branch, Central and West Bengal,
have started functioning against political parties and to prepare
tendentious reports. The West Bengal Congress has started
dictating to officers even in sub-judice cases. This bodes ill
for the future of the State.

Our Party, therefore, urges upon you to end the uncertainty
and set at rest all speculations by immediately dissolving
the Assembly and announcing the dates for elections in the
month of May 1970.

After the Fourth General Elections, the people of West
Bengal have been deprived for months together of a popular
Government because of conspiracies and betrayals. But the
people asserted their rights against conspiracies and a puppet
Government in 1967 and established their elected Government
in 1969. Once again, they have been betrayed by a section
of the U.F. But can the people of West Bengal be deprived
of an elected Government immediatly to suit the interests
of the Congress Government at the Centre or the betrayers
here? There is an authoritarian and dangerous talk that elec-
tions may be put off till 1972. Our Party is of the view that
the people of West Bengal will never tolerate such a posi-

tion and they must be given the right to choose their Gov-
ernment without delay.
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CPI(M) Delegation Meets the
President Demanding : Dissolve
West Bengal Assembly, Order Fresh
Poll, Don’t Undo People’s Gains*

A delegation from the Polit Bureau, of the Communist Party
of India (Marxist) consisting of Comrades Jyoti Basu and
P. Ramamurti met the President of India at New Delhi on
March 25, 1970 and apprised him of the developments in the
State since the imposition of President’s rule on West Ben-
gal and appealed to him to end Presidents’s rule and to
order a fresh poll.

The Memorandum submitted by the delegation to the
President follows :

1) It is the second time, during the last thrity-seven months,
that a popularly elected Legislative Assembly and the Govern-
ment formed by it is denied to administer the State of West
Bengal. The U.F. Government, in the year 1963, was illegally
dismissed, a minority defector Government of P. C. Ghosh was
foisted on the people of the State only to be thrown out of
office within three months, and President’s rule was imposed
for a year, preceding the ordering of the mid-term poll of
February 1969. The people of West Bengal who resented this
raw deal to them at the hands of the Central Congress Govern-
ment and carried on a prolonged and bitter struggle to end
President’s rule, voted the U.F. into office, reducing the Con-
gress party’s strength in the Legislature to a bare number of
55 out of the total strength of 280.

But to our great regret the second U.F. State Government
was not permitted to function for more than thirteen months,

*Published in “People’s Democracy™, Calcutta, April 12, 1970.
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and once again an indefinite President’s rule is imposed on the
State, hindering the duly elected U.F. Government from grap-
pling with the stupendous economic-political problems of the
people of the State, as promised and pledged to the electorate.
Neither the offer of our Party, the single biggest constituent of
the U.F. with the strength of 83 MLAs to form the Ministry
and test its majority on the floor of the Assembly, within a
couple of days of its formation, was accepted by the Governor
nor the Assembly is dissolved, ordering an immediate and fresh
poll. On the plea that leaders of some political parties had
written to the Governor of their intention to oppose a Ministry
under the leadership of our Party, and with the unseemly and
indecorous demand to parade the majority before him by pro-
viding a list of names, which, of course, was unacceptable to
our Party, President's rule was declared for an indefinite pe-
riod. The Legislature is kept in suspense on the ostensible ground
of facilitating the formation of a new U.F. Government on the
one hand, while openly throwing threatening hints on the other
that President’s rule would last until the Fifth General Elec-
tion of 1972,

2) The Communist Party of India (Marxist) is of the con-
sidered view that the entire procedure is wrong, undemo-
cratic and harmful to the interest of the people of West
Bengal, and if these grave errors are not rectified they would
surely undermine the confidence of the people in the effi-
cacy of elections and the rule by elected legislature under
the present Government of India. In this connection, we draw
your attention to two major points involved here, namely,
the complete absence of any uniform and just code of con-
duct in exercising the gubernatorial powers and the unwar-
ranted and high-handed interference by the Central Govern-
ment in the smooth functioning of the State Governments
which are constituted by the democratic Opposition parties
and the U.Fs they have been forging.

3) A look at the history during the last twenty years since
the First General Election of 1952 would convincingly prove
with what elastic conscience the Governors are using their
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discretionary powers and how invariably the decisions are
given in favour of the ruling party in power and to the detriment
of the parties of democratic Opposition. This, of course, is
besides the indiscriminate use and misuse of the Article 356
of the Indian Constitution, to suit the political expediency of
the ruling party at the Centre.

4) In the year 1952 following the First General Elec-
tions in the former Madras State, the Congress party
suffered heavy defeats and did not emerge as a majority
party. When late T. Prakasam Pantulu approached the
Governor with a list of MLAs who formed a U.F. and
pledged support to him, the Governor using his discre-
tion stated that his list comprised of several parties and
groups, and as such, would call the Congress party leader
since that party was the single biggest party returned by
the electorate, even though its strength was less than that
of the United Front. Thus the Congress party was enabled
to form the Ministry and in course of it to secure the
required majority. But when it comes to West Bengal now,
in the year 1970, the single biggest party in the Legisla-
ture, the CPI (M), is not to be permitted to proceed with
the formation of the Government, until its majority is
paraded before the Governor and until the Governor is
convinced that there is majority. He does not accept the
offer that the issue whether there was majority or not can
be tested on the floor of the Legislature, within a week's
time, and even entertains untenable and absurd plea of
some parties and their leaders that giving such an oppor-
tunity to the CPI (M) to form the Ministry would result
in the defections and breaking up of these parties.

5) Similarly. in October 1969, when Chief Minister EM.S.
Namboodiripad had tendered his resignation, the Right Com-
munist leaders and their allies approached the Governor to
allow them to form a Government. The Governor is pleased
nither to ask the list of a majority nor a parade of the MLAs
but gracefully permits the formation and does not insist even
the testing of its majority on the floor of the Legislature,
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allowing for full two and half months time to secure a majority
before facing the Assembly.

6) In the year 1954, a minority of 17 member-strong PSP
was allowed to form a Government in Kerala and the Gov-
ernor had raised no objection, nor asked for a list of major-
ity.
7) In Kerala, following the mid-term poll of 1965, no
political party was called by the Governor to form the
Government, even the biggest which secured 40 seats, and

using his discretion, he recommended the immediate disso-
~ lution of the newly elected Legislature straightaway, on the
ground that no stable Government could be formed. But in
Bihar, after the mid-term election of 1969, a similar and
even worse situation had arisen that no party or front of
parties emerged to be able to form a Government, and yet
the Assembly was retained undissolved for an year, till the
ruling Congress party was able to manufacture its majority
to form a Government under its ledership.

8) During 1954-55, when the Congress Government in
the newly created Andhra State was defeated through a no-
confidence motion, the Governor used his discretion to
straightaway recommed the dissolution of the Assembly and
to order a fresh poll, while refusing even to give a chance
to the Opposition to form a Government.

9) The instances can be multiplied, and there are any
number of them, particularly in the period following the
fourth General Elections, when the ruling Congress party at
the Centre had lost its majority in as many as eight states or
more. Ingenious explanations apart, for alf these divergent
and unprincipled practices, the common people of our coun-
try have come to consider them as double standards, inten-
tionally pursued to strengthen the hands of the ruling party
at the Centre, denying fair play, democracy and justice t0
the political parties of the Opposition, more so with the
Qarties of consistent, democratic and revolutionary Opposi-
tion.

10) We urge upon you, the supreme head of the State, to put
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an end to these undemocratic and objectionable practices, the
practices of Governors misusing the powers of discretion to
the advantage of the ruling party at the Centre. We also appeal
to you to seriously ponder over the disastrous consequences
for our democracy and the integrity of the Indian Union, if the
Article 356 is used frequently and on ever so many flimsy
excuses to suspend and dismiss State Governments,to dissolve
Legislatures, to impose President’s rule, and to deny the electorate
their legitimate right of being governed by a popularly elected
Legislature and its Government.

11) For this tragic state of affairs, where people of the
State were denied the rule by an elected Government, and
were repeatedly subjected to the long spells of President’s
rule, no body had been more responsible than the leaders of
the Central Congress Government who were freelly utilising
their power and authority to corrupt the groups and sections
of the legislators among the U.F. constituents with promises
of favours and offices, with a view to organise defections
and to engineer the toppling operations of the U.F. Govern-
ments in states. It is hypocritical to assume airs of inno-
cence and throw the blame on the differences and divisions
among the parties of the U.F. for their failure to govern.

The case of West Bengal is a positive proof of our
contention. It is a proved fact that it was the ruling Congress
party at the Centre, which, first, attempted to effect the de-
fection of the Bangla Congress and install a new coalition
Government in the State under the Chief Ministership of
Ajoy Mukherjee with the backing of the ruling Congress
party. When this shady deal misfired, owing to the division
in the State Congress Legislature Party, defection of some
Bangla Congress legislators and certain other splinter groups,
under P.C. Ghosh's leadership was organised, the U.F Gov-
ernment was dictatorially dismissed. and the puppet regime
of P.C. Ghosh was installed. When this Government was
rejected by the people compelling it to resign after three
months of popular resistance against Government’s repres-
sion, President’s rule was imposed for full one year. The
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people detested all this and registered their protest by mas-
sively voting the parties of the U.F. into office, reducing the
ruling Congress party's strength to a bare number of fifty-
five out of a total of 280 in the Legislature.

12) Once again in 1969-70 the ruling Congress party at
the Centre, instead of drawing correct lessons from the elec-
toral debacle it had suffered, was found busy organising the
defection of the Bangla Congress from the U.F. Govern-
ment, promising its support for an alternative ministry headed
by the Bangla Congess leader, Ajoy Mukherjee. Our Party,
in its memorandum to the Prime Minister had drawn atten-
tion to this conspiracy and warned against this toppling game
of the State Governments. The Central Congress leaders
pretended innocence and pleaded that their party was neu-
tral over the internal divisions and disputes of the U.F.

But within a couple of month's time events proved the
conspiracy, when the leader of the Bangla Congress was openly
advocating an alternative Government, excluding the CPI (M),
a Government that obviously cannot command a majority without
direct or indirect support of the ruling Congress party. It was
further confirmed when the leader of the Legislature Party of
the ruling Congress abandoned his party's earlier neutral pose
and announced his unconcealed hostility to permit the forma-
tion of a Government under the leadership of the single biggest
party, thus creating the ground for the imposition of President’s
rule, and for keeping the Assembly in suspended animation
without dissolution, so that in the time thus gained, further
intrigues of defections may be pushed through and a Govern-
ment obedient to the Congress party's dictates can be brought
into existence. Such in brief is the sordid story behind the
crisis engineered in West Bengal by the Central Congress lead-
ers, leading to the imposition of President's rule.

13) The people of West Bengal during the last three years,
had twice rejected the Congress party and voted it down, after
twenty years of its unbroken anti-people rule. They consider
President’s rule as an indirect rule by the Congress party from
the Centre, and hence keeping the Assembly in suspense without
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dissolving and ordering of an immediate fresh poll is conceived
with an evil motive of bringing into existence a so-called mini-
front Government in collusion with the ruling Congress party
and under its dictates. Our Party fully shares this anxiety with
the rest of the democratic-minded people of West Bengal and
appeal to you to take prompt steps which would ensure the
people of the State a popularly elected Government, which
alone can successfully grapple with the stupendous socio-
economic problems that the people are facing today, in the
face of deepening economic crisis and all its devastating
consequences.

14) These steps in our opinion are :

(1) Dissolution of the Assembly and ordering of an imme-
diate fresh poll ;

(2) Stoppage of the frequent abuse of Article 356 and
putting and end to the arbitrary use of discretionary powers of
the Governors by evolving a unifrom code of procedure and
conduct ;

(3) Stop the ruling party at the Centre from misusing its
power and authority for furthering its partisan party interests
by undermining and toppling democratically elected and con-
stituted State Governments, comprising democratic Opposi-
tion parties, thus restoring the confidence of the people in
democracy and duly elected democratic institutions in the country;

(4) Assure the people that nothing would be done under
President’s rule which would adversely affect the gains of the
people secured under the U.F. regime, and prevent the bureauc-
racy from all attempts to undo the gains of workers, peasants,
and other middle classes. Ensure full civil liberties and demo-
cratic rights to facilitate a really free and fair elections without
delay.

We are enclosing herewith the memorandum submitted on
behalf of our State Committee to the Governor of West Bengal.

Copies of the above memorandum, signed by Comrades
Jyoti Basu, P. Ramamurti and A K. Gopalan, have also been
given to the Prime Minister and the Union Home Minister.
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Decision of All India Trade Union
Convention in Goa:*

All India T.U. Conference in May 1970 in Calcutta
for Defence of Working Class Unity and Interests

One hundred and forty delegates, including members of the
General Council and State Committees of the AITUC, par-
ticipated in a Convention at Vasco da Gama in Goa on April
9 and 10 to decide the future course of action to fight the
disruptive game of Dange and company to split the AITUC.

The eight members of AITUC Working Committee who
walked out of the Working Committee meeting held in
December last, in protest against the refusal of the revisionists
to accept the elementary norms of democratic functioning,
had called this Convention.

The Convention was held in D’Cruz Nagar, named after
the martyr who laid down his life in March 1969 under
torture in police lock-up in connection with the mine-work-
ers’ struggle.

Comrade P. Ramamurti, M. P., member of the Working
Committee, AITUC, hoisted the Red Flag in front of the
martyrs’ column and all delegates paid homage to the mar-
tyrs.

Comrade Mohammad Ismail, Vice-President, AITUC,
presided over the Convention.

Comrade Ramamurti, while presenting a report to the
Convention, gave a brief resume of the patient efforts made
by the office bearers of the Working Committee, participating

*Published in “People’s Democracy” Calcutta, April 19,1970. The
Trade Union Convention was held in Goa on April 9-10,1970. Refer
Document covered under Appendix (ii) of this volume.



Deciston of All India Trade Union Convention in Goa 187

in the Convention, to preserve the unity of the AITUC. He
sharply criticised Dange for refusing to accept every proposal
for democratic functioning of unions and merging of disrupted
unions through holding new elections under joint supervision.
He pointed out the anti-working class stand of revisionists’
representatives of the National Labour Commission where
they took positions on various issues contrary to accepted
stand of the AITUC.

Comrade Ramamurti recalled that even when the Work-
ing Committee of the AITUC decided G. Sundaram should
issue a contradiction about the Study Group report on Oil
Distribution he refused to do so.

Comrade Ramamurti explained that the disruptive policy
of the revisionists could be seen from the alliance that they
are having with a section of the Congress, “Our presence in
the AITUC became an obstacle in the path of the revision-
ists”, he said.

He stated further that the possibility of unifying the working
class by remaining in the AITUC has now been exhausted.
“We are, therefore, being forced to take this step” he con-
cluded.

Twenty two delegates who participated in the discussions
gave one instance after another to show how the revisionist
leadership was sabotaging working-class struggles in differ-
ent States.

They indicted the revisionists for joining hands with em-
ployers to disarm the workers.

Comrade Balanandan, Member, Working Committee,
AITUC, gave a graphic picture of the repression let loose by
the Achutha Menon Government in Kerala on the striking
workers. The revisionists have shamelessly justified police
repression on the workers.

Comrade Monoranjan Roy, General Secretary, West Ben-
gal State Committee of the AITUC, depicted the historic
strike of over two million workers in protest against the
toppling of the U.F. Ministry. After the strike Ranen Sen and
Indrajit Gupta issued statements describing the strike as
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partial—which was ridiculed by the entire working class of
West Bengal. He narrated how in Birla’'s Kesoram Rayon
Factory in Hooghly the revisionists even went to the extent
of taking a gun from the security staff and shooting at the
workers.

Comrade Nallasivam, Member, General Council, AITUC,
highlighted the refusal of revisionists to function jointly in
almost all the unions. He gave a number of instances of
revisionist splitting and forming rival unions and getting
them affiliated to the AITUC by using their majority.

Comrade S.Y. Kolhatkar, Member, General Council, pointed
out how the revisionists supported the Shiv Sena's call for
the bandh on March 2 in contrast to their opposition to the
unprecedented strike in West Bengal on March 17.

Comrade B. N. Kuttappa, Member, General Council, stated
that the revisionists refused to hold a Karnataka State Con-
ference for nearly ten years and even the Executive Com-
mittee was not convinced for more than five years.

Comrade M. K. Pandhe, Secretary, AITUC, pinpointed
how the revisionists were getting closer to the INTUC and
the HMS leadership. Instead of building unity from below
they are trying to unite with the leadership only to betray
the interests of the working class, he said. He cited instances
of revisionist betrayal in steel and oil industries.

Comrade, Mohan Punamia, Member, Working Commit-
tee, described the growing isolation of the revisionists in
Rajasthan and described how the State Committee of the
AITUC had ceased to be an organ of class struggle.

Comrade Shanti Ghatak, Secretary, West Bengal State
Committee of the AITUC, gave a report on the district-wise
position of revisionists and the unions led by the CPI(M) in
West Bengal and exposed the fictitious character of the re-
visionists’ claims regarding their strength there.

Comrade, B. T. Ranadive, Member, General Council,
AITUC, in his one-hour speech made a scathing attack on
the theory and practices of the revisionists and underlined
how they were acting as servitors of the bourgeoisie during
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a period of crisis. He gave a brief account of the past splits
in the AITUC and pointed out how revisionists were distort-
ing the history of the trade-union movement to cover up
their anti-working class stand.

Comrade Ranadive attacked the revisionists' policy of
forming fictitious unions and inflating their membership.
He also brought into sharp focus the effort of the revision-
ists to mobilise all the reactionary forces against the trade
unions led by the CPI(M).

While stating how the AITUC under revisionist leader-
ship was playing almost the same role as the INTUC, Com-
rade Ranadive stressed the need for another trade union centre
to organise and unite the working class struggles.

Comrade Ranadive concluded his speech by emphasising
the need for building unity in action—which alone could
guarantee the advance of trade-union movement in India.

Among those who participated in the debate were Jamini
Saha (West Bengal), Ravi Sinha (U.P.), Parsa Satyanarayana,
Member, Working Committee, Chandi Prasad (Bihar),
Kalyan Bhattacharya (Assam), Biren Roy (West Bengal),
Bishweshwar Ganguli.

Comrade Ramamurti moved a resolution calling upon
the trade unions in India who oppose class collaboration
to participate in an all-India Conference to be held in
West Bengal from May 28 to 31 to take a final decision
in the matter.

The delegates collected Rs. 1,007 and donated the
amount as relief to the dependents of Comrade J. B. X.
D’Cruz.

The Goan Arts Cultural League organised a special
cultural programme for the delegates and other citizens
depicting the revolutionary struggle of the people of Goa.

The Convention ended with a mass rally presided over
by Comrade Gerald Pereira, General Secretary, Goa State
Committee of the AITUC. The meeting was addressed by
Comrades P. Ramamurti, Niren Ghosh and Krishnapada
Ghosh, who explained the decisions of the Convention.
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Convention Resolution

The following is the text of the resolution adopted by the
Convention of the General Council and State Commuittee
members of the AITUC, held at Vasco da Gama (Goa) on
April 9 and 10, 1970: '

1. A grave situation faces the militant trade union move-
ment and all class-conscious workers in the country. The
AITUC, which over long years had grown as the rallying
centre for all militant trade unions in the country for carry-
ing forward the united struggles of the working class has,
due to the class collaborationist policies of the Dangeites,
ceased to be so and is serving as an instrument in their
hands for splitting the trade unions and disrupting the united
struggles of the workers.

2. These class collaborationist policies were marked out
as the official line of the AITUC in the notorious “Two
Pillar Policy”. The Government of India's plans of capitalist
development in collaboration with foreign monopolies and
with massive aid from American and other imperialists, whose
bankruptcy stands completely exposed today, were eulogised
as plans for “independent development” and the working
class was asked to support the plans. The working class was
thus sought to be disarmed and prevented from playing its
role of rallying the democratic forces against the danger of
penetration of American imperialism into our economic,
political, social and cultural life, and the struggle against
the Government's plans and policies in the interests of the
monopolists and the big landlords.

3. As a natural corollary to this line, the dominant leadership
of the AITUC praised to the skies the tripartite conferences
and committees, the wage boards and such other machinery
set up by the Government to sow illusions in the working
class and paraded them as big victories of the working class.
Rationalisation ‘without tears’ was accepted in ‘national
interests’. The leadership gave its full co-operation to the
Government's scheme of ‘productivity’ and so-called ‘workers’
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education’; the so-called ‘code of discipline’, weighted against
the working class, and which was used by the employers as
an instrument to malign the militant working class struggles,
was agreed to. And finally, in 1962, Industrial Truce was
accepted.

4. When the militant workers began to revolt against these
fetters on their struggle and carried on their class struggle,
the dominant leadership resorted to bureaucratic dictatorial
methods in the trade unions. The Dangeite leaders in many
unions, entered into the agreements with the management
on questions of increased work-loads, rationalisation and
automation, wages, bonus, etc., against the interests of the
workers, and behind the backs of the Executive of the un-
ions and the general body of the workers and thus forced
them on the workers.

When this met with the resistance of the workers and
fearing the verdiet of the workers, in many unions the Dangeites
refused to hold elections and submited fake returns to the
authorities. When, finding that democratic functioning was
totally barred, many of the workers held the elections on
their own initiative, the AITUC dominant leadership refused
to recognise them and kept these workers and unions out-
side the organisation. Where elections were held and the
Dangeites were defeated, they, in many cases, split away
and formed rival unions and these rival unions were given
affiliation to the AITUC. Hundreds of militant unions that
sought affiliation were denied affiliation and thus hundreds
of thousands of militant fighting workers were kept outside
the pale of the AITUC.

5. Repeated efforts made by the class-conscious workers
and those who wanted to carry forward the line of class
struggle to put an end to this disruption and unite the trade
unions were frustrated by the dominant leadership. The
leadership refused to implement even the principle that had
long ago been accepted by the AITUC itself of unity of the
trade unions on the basis of democratic elections with
proportional representation and democratic decision by the
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workers and their elected organs on all questions affecting
the workers.

6. Not content with all this, the dominant leadership in-
flated the membership of their unions, refused check-up of
membership, on the basis of any norm and affiliated bogus
paper unions—all with a view to keep absolute control over
the organisation.

7. With this control, it nominated its own nominees in
Governmental bodies, such as Tripartite Committees, Wage
Boards, Study Groups of the National Labour Commission,
in which these so-called representatives of the working class
Jjoined hands with the employers and Government representa-
tives, demanded the curtailment of the right to strike, slan-
dered the working-class action and asked for greater police
intervention in workers’ struggles. Dange’s own role in the
Bonus Commission, as a result of which the bonus then
obtained by hundreds of thousands of workers has been sub-
stantially reduced, is well known.

8. Despite all these disruptive and splitting activites, the
militant trade unions struggled hard to forge the unity of the
workers from below and launched heroic united struggles against
the determined offensive of the employers and the Government
to transfer the burden of the crisis on to their shoulders. Their
awakening brought into existence the U.F. Governments of West
Bengal and Kerala, which served as weapons in their hands to
cary forward the struggles. The general stikes of jute, tea gar-
dens, textile workers of West Bengal and innumerable other
strikes and other forms of struggles, in which they had the
fullest support of the U.F. Government, compelled the employ-
ers to concede their demands, and the workers won victories
unknown in recent years. Similarly, the strike of 2 lakh plan-
tation, cashewnut, and coir workers, and agricultural workers
won substantial wage in bases. thanks to the policy of the UF
Government of Kerala. These victories inspired the workers
throughout the country and enabled them win sizeable im-
provements in wages, in the engineering, jute and other indus-
tries both in the public and private sectors.
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9. Precisely at such a time, when the leaders of the Bangla
Congress, and its Chief Minister, started slandering the working
class actions and struggles, and launched a campaign of
vilification of the Government, the dominant leadership of
the AITUC abetted and encouraged the Bangla Congress
leaders. When the working class and employees marched
together to smother the conspiracy to topple the Govern-
ment and take away from their hands this weapon of strug-
gle, these leaders did their utmost to prevent the rallying of
these forces. When after the toppling of this Government
the working class of West Bengal went for a General Strike
on March 17, 1970, these leaders came forward as strike-
breakers. They had no compunction in joining hands with
employers' goondas in barbarous assaults and shooting down
of workers as in Kesoram Rayon Mills in order to break the
strike. Their activities led to the butchering of many militant
workers on that single day. The unity and awakening of the
workers, however, failed their nefarious attempts and the
general strike was a glorious success.

4 10. In Kerala, these leaders in collusion with the Con-

gress and all reactionary parties toppled the U.F. Govern-
ment and formed a mini-front Government with the support
of the Congress and all reactionary parties and groups, after
toppling the U.F.Government those leaders have come for-
ward as strike-breakers in every struggle of the working
class—the coir workers’ strike, the transport workers’ strike
and agricultural workers’ struggles and supporters of the
unprecedented repression let loose by the mini-front Gov-
ernment against the struggling workers.

11. Thanks to the class-collaborationist policies of the
dominant leadership, the AITUC thus has beeen reduced to
an appendage of the ruling Congress party. It can no longer
serve as a rallying centre for the militant working class, and
for forging the unity of the entire class in struggle against
the attack on the monopolists and their policies, if these
collaborationist policies, the anti-democratic and dictatorial
methods, and splitting activities are not given up forthwith.

Com.14.13
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12. This Convention of the members of the General Council
and of State Counciis and Committees of the AITUC is
convinced that the struggle for trade union unity cannot be
advanced by those unions who want to carry on the line of
class struggle and unity and for trade union democracy con-
tinuing to remain inside the AITUC. It must be pointed out
that in the greater united struggles that took place in the last
few years it was these unions which forged unity and launched
struggles. They did so, by overcoming the obstruction of the
dominant leadership and by forging unity of the workers
from below. It is equally significant that in these centres
like Bombay, where Dangeites boast of great influence, they
did not launch any struggie worth the name, despite the fact
that the working class faced tremendous offensive such as
closures, retrenchment, bonus and wage cuts. No wonder
that they offered no resistance to that anti-working class,
fascist force—the Shiv Sena-but on the other hand began to
kotow it and actually suppport its call for a 'Bombay Bandh'
in a chauvinistic campaign.

13. This Convention therefore is of the opinion that a
new All-India Trade Union Centre should be established to
carry on the struggle for unity and to rally the entire work-
ing class around consistent policies of class struggle, and
for unleashing the united struggles of the workers against
the offensive of the ruling classes.

14. It decides to hold a Conference of the delegates of all
trade unions, who are opposed to those class collaborationist
and disruptive policies of the dominant leadership of the
AITUC to discuss this proposal, take a final decision and to
chalk out further course of action.

15. The Convention is happy to note that the BPTUC,
which stood in the forefront of the struggle against these
disruptive and class collaborationist policies, which has such
a proud record of leading united struggles has come forward
to invite the Conference in West Bengal. The Convention
gladly accepts the invitation and decides to hold the Confer-
ence on May 28,29, 30 and 31, 1970.
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16. It authorises the BPTUC to make all the arrange-
ments for holding the Conference. The members of the Gen-
eral Council of the AITUC, who had boycotted the Guntur
Session, and other members who agree with this line will
take all steps for the successful conduct of the Conference.

17. The Convention invites all Trade Unions, who are
wedded to the policy of class struggle, who want to fight
these disruptionist and collaborationist policies, to send their
delegates and take their rightful place in this great battle of
the Indian working class.



28

A Rule of Terror and Violence in
West Bengal Under President’s Rule

With Sri Shanti Swaroop Dhavan in Raj Bhavan all is well
with law and order in West Bengal. While he mouths big
phrases about democracy and gubernatorial responsibility,
his policemen are indiscriminately arresting and beating up
workers, peasants, employees and students. Swapan Banerjee,
a law student and former General Secretary of Burdwan Raj
Coilege Students' Union, was attacked and maimed by
Gunamoni Roy, Bijayesh Ganguli, Nurul Islam, Dilip
Bhattacharjee and other Congressite students. Swapan Banerjee
named all the assailants to the police. But Santi Swarup
Dhavan's custodians of law and order arrested not the assail-
ants but the complainant, Swapan Banerjee, on the plea that
he might possibly be one of those unnamed accused in the
Burdwan incident of March 17. What is more, while Swapan
was awaiting treatment in the hospital, untreated he was
taken away to police lock-up.

Comrades Ganesh Ghosh and Niren Ghosh, both mem-
bers of Parliament, conducted separate, on-the-spot inquir-
ies into the cruel murders of Comrades Nani Debnath, Ram
Jiban Santra and Taran Mali in Kesoram Rayon Factory in
Tribeni. According to Dr. B. Hazra, Principal of Bagati College
and other eye-witnesses, led by Right CP people, Babulal
Chowdhuri, Nimai Ghosh, Sultan Rajbir Singh, Sewpujan,
Subal Ghosh, Chandan Singh, etc., Birla's security staff and
goondas attacked the striking workers on the day of the

Published in “People’s Democracy”, Calcutta, April 26,1970.
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general strike with lathis, bombs, tangi, spears, swords and
guns.

Many a local inhabitant saw the Right CP people point-
ing out from a distance the Marxist workers. According to
one eye-witness, Taran Mali was cut to pieces with a sword
by Ranbir Singh. Manish Biswas of the staff colony was
threatened with murder by Nimai Ghosh, Sewpujan etc.
Chandan Singh, Siman Singh, Nimai, Sewpujan, were seen
rushing through the staff colony with guns in their hand.
Many local men received gun and bomb injuries. According
to Amar Mabhato, all the ornaments of his wife were taken
away by Madan Sain.

A month has passed and notwithstanding the F1IR., the
police have not so far arrested a single one of these miscreants
above-named. But, in connection with the Burdwan case, more
than seventy persons have been arrested at Congress dictation
and scores are awaiting arrest by his police, all only on the
excuse that they might probably be connected with the case.

In a letter to the Governor, Comrade Monoranjan Hazra
and eight other MLAs of Hoogly district have described
how the police along with under-world creatures are terror-
izing poor peasants, share croppers and other democratic
people at Mogra, Haripal, Panduah, Dadpur and Dhaniakhali.

At Haripal, Sri Amal Sinha Roy, Anchal Pradhan of Olipur-
Kashipur who had been arrested earlier and given bail, was
arrested again on March 30. He was severely beaten and
taken to the thana without medical attention.

With the connivance of the police of Kalachara camp,
notorious anti-social elements like Mohammed Ali, Muzibar,
Fokir Mohd., Shera and others created panic by indiscrimi-
nate and merciless beating and looting properties of poor
agricultural workers of the surrounding villages.

At Mogra P.S, it is reported that on March 29 in the
village of Damra, Bibhuti Chatterjee and his hired goondas
forcefully occupied lands which are under the legal posses-
sion of the peasants.- The police have neither arrested the
trespassers nor given any protection to the peasants.
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In village Sudarshan unde Polba P.S., Jotdars are force-
fully occupying lands which are in the legal possession of
poor peasants.

At Dhaniakbhah, P.S., on March 26, at Kangsaripur under
Gurap Anchal, jotdars and their henchmen attacked the vil-
lage with lethal weapons. After driving out the male mem-
bers they pounced on the womenfolk and some of the goondas
like Mohsin and Bejoy manhandled them. It is also reported
that Smt. Karmi Mandi, Lakshmi Mandi, Sukhi Hansda and
Maku Murmu were molested and raped.

A direct complaint to this effect has already been made
to the Governor by the aggrieved women.

At Pandua P.S, in an incident on March 26 in the village
Buragram under Haral Daspur Anchal peaceful Santhal vil-
lagers were attacked and the police resorted to firing and
severe repression. Several persons were arrested. This inci-
dent was a sequel to a conspiracy between a Forward Bloc
leader, Sri Dibyendu Kundu, a rice-mill owner and in charge
of the Resistance Group, and the Pandua Police.

At Dadpur P.S., Jahur Ali Mondal, Ansar Ali, Bhusan
Ghosh, Satya Charan Khorat and many other jotdars and
their hired goondas attacked all on a sudden Sardarpara in
village Esta. Tarapada, Duryodhan and Subal received severe
bleeding injuries. The miscreants then took them to Kalachara
police camp where they were kept confined without any police
warrant or order. On the same day at about 3 p.m., the same
gang of jotdars and goondas inhumanly beat Badal Karmakar
of Shatampur and forcibly dragged him to the Kalachara
police camp. In the evening they again beat up Sutakar Rahman,
President of the local Krishak Samiti, Sk. Manikar Rahman,
Baidyanath Saren, Suklal Murmu and Sambhu Murmu.They
were beaten up once again in the presence of the police at
the Kalachara police camp and detained there. It is reported
that Sutakar and Manikar sustained bleeding injuries as a
result of repeated beatings, but even then they were not spared.
The goondas hung them up, head downwards from the branch
of a tree. They were confined in the camp for 48 hours and
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then left off without any charge having been framed against
them. No medical assistance was given to them.

The MLAs have also furnished the governor with the
names of 40 persons who have been maimed by the police
beating.

In another memorandum to Dhavan, the North and South
Hooghly District Committees of West Bengal College and
University Teachers' Association have given names of teach-
ers who were tortured by police and goondas but no action
has been taken so far.

Dhavan's police are behaving like jotdars' hirelings in
Malda. At Gazol P.S. the O.C. at the instance of jotdars, has
started wreaking vengeance upon peasants. They are swoop-
ing upon the activists of Krishak Samiti, Democratic Youth
Federation and CPI (M) activists. At Alipur village, Kaliachak
P.S, policemen, abetted by anti-social elements and in alli-
ance with jotdars, are on the rampage. At dead of night, they
broke into houses, beat even female inmates and robbed
money and ornaments. They took away all house-hold arti-
cles they could take. After mass beatings of men and women
and children, the policemen arrested 19 including peasants,
artisans and teachers. At last, they began firing recklessly,
Sajjad Hossain, a nineteen year-old youth, was shot at and
later he succumbed to his injuries at hospital. In the face of
resistance from villagers, the police fled. At Bibi Gram,
jotdars are plotting to fan up communal frenzy against the
minorities who are in occupation of vested land earmarked
for them by the Government. Severe police action has also
been unleashed against the peasants at Ratua,
Harishchandrapur, Manikchak, and Daulatpur. Scores are being
arrested and assaulted.

At Falakata, in Jalpaiguri district, the police are beating
up men, women and children and even disabled old men
indiscriminately after breaking ino houses. They are terror-
izing people at Sauchandpara. In one case, they attacked all
members of the family of De Mohammed, a peasant. Later
Harekrishna Das and Jahirul were caned and kicked openly
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with their necks, hands and feet tied with ropes. The police
broke into his house and assaulted his octogenerian mother.

At Sujapur, Farakka, police and jotdars are jointly springing
uporn the poor peasants. They are terrorizing the peasants
into flight. Jotdars trespassed into the house of Kshitish Sarkar,
a peasant and ransacked everything they could lay hands on.



29

CPI(M) Polit Bureau Statement *

Issued in Calcutta on May 2, 1970.

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
met in Calcutta from April 27 to April 30, 1970, and issued
the following communique after its deliberations :

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) which met in Calcutta
from April 27 to April 30 reviewed the national and inter-
national developments since its last meeting in March 1970.

The developments in West Bengal convincingly demon-
strate that the ruling Congress party and its Central Govern-
ment headed by Smt. Indira. Gandhi is bent upon perpetuat-
ing President’s rule in the State, imposed with a view to
suppressing the surging popular democratic movement of
workers, peasants and the oppressed middle classes in the
State. The ruling Congress party, as well as some other political
parties in the State such as the Bangla Congress, Forward
Bloc and the Right Communist Party, dare neither to unite
and set up an anti-Marxist State Government, nor are honest
and courageous enough to accept a mid-term poll to seek a
fresh mandate of the electorate, as demanded by the CPI(M)
and its allies. .

The Governor’s rule by bureaucrats is nakedly revealing
that it is nothing except the rule of the bourgeois-landlord
Congress regime, and the ruling Congress party from the
Centre is busy intensifying its repression against the workers’

*Published 1n “People’s Democracy”, Calcutta, May 10,1970 Also

published 1n the compilation of CPI(M) Documents from February 1969
to April 1971.
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and peasants’ struggles on the one hand and hatching every
conceivable conspiracy against the CPI(M), which is in the
van of these militant popular struggles of the masses, to
isolate it and attack it on the other. It has already set its
devilish plans of ejecting the peasantry from the land allotted
to them under the U.F. regime and restoring it to the so
called legal owners, who in fact are illegal usurpers of these
lands. It is busy working out plans to organize disruption
and suppression of the trade union movement, in order to
undo the numerous gains the working class had scored under
the U.F. Government. It is implicating leading workers and
cadres of the CPI(M) in false cases, the crassest example
being that of the arrests of Comrades Benoy Konar and
Gokulananda Roy from Burdwan district, both sitting MLAs,
and the issuing of warrants against Subodh Chowdhury and
other prominent people’s leaders in the State. The ruling
Congress party at the Centre and their stooges who shouted
the most about the alleged collapse of “law and order” in
the State under the U.F. Government are freely abetting and
encouraging Congress goondaism and attacks with brickbats
and bombs on democratic demonstrations and meetings,
organized by the people under the leadership of the CPI(M),
to protest against repression and demand a mid-term poll.

The manner in which Governor’s rule is dealing with the
so-called Naxalite problem in West Bengal, the way in which
these activities are magnified and given the widest publicity,
and the patronising tone in which their ‘heroism and valour’
are acclaimed by the bourgeois politicians and the monopolist
Press who decry only their violent forms of struggle, are to
put it mildly, extremely intriguing. In this connection, the
‘Political Commentary’ in the monopolist-controlled
Statesman, of May 1, offers a clue to understand the diabolical
line of the bourgeois-landlord Government to this problem
of Naxalites’ activities. The commentator offers and the editor
disseminates a tactic of agent-provocation! Telling the
Government that “radical problems (the Naxalites’ problem)
need radical solutions,” the commentator laments that “no
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attention is being paid to such an effective cure as the
penetration of the Naxalite movement in order to end it
from within. Does the Government have the will and the
equipment to try such remedies?”

This speaks for itself, comments are superfluous. Events
indicate that there are more such tried and tested plotters in
the Central Home Department than our hare-brained com-
mentator and his patronising editor, and that some such game
is already afoot. In fact, the P.B. has every reason to suspect
such a foul political conspiracy behind the attempted assas-
sination of Comrade Jyoti Basu, and the hypocritical con-
cern expressed over it by some ruling class circles in the
country. At any rate, it is becoming increasingly evident that
the ruling bourgeois-landlord classes are doing everything
in their power to create a fertile soil for all sorts of frustration
and desperation, the soil for the so-called Naxalite activities
on the one hand, while utilizing the very same activities to
secure popular sanctions for promulgating repressive
legislations such as P.D. Acts, to violently suppress the workers’
and peasants’ struggles under the pretext of maintaining the
law and order.

The last six weeks, since the betrayal by the Bangla
Congress leadership and the imposition of President’s rule
in West Bengal, nakedly reveal how there has been a systematic
effort on the part of the reactionary and counter-revolutionary
forces to destroy the gains of the democratic revolutionary
movement, secured through immense sacrifices during the
last two decades and more.

It is distressing to find that many of the so-called Opposition
parties in the State, who have secured their present political
status among the people on the basis of their opposition to
the class rule of the Congress party, have not only played
into the hands of the ruling Indira Congress party in its ne-
farious conspiracy of undermining the U.F. and its Govern-
ment but are also turning a blind eye to the counter-revolu-
tionary plot that is being pushed through before their eyes
in the State of West Bengal. It is all the more a shame that
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the Right Communist Party, which claims to be a working
class party and professes Marxism-Leninism and proletarian
internationalism, has chosen the treacherous path of giving
political-ideological leadership to this counter-revolutionary
conspiracy of the ruling classes against the common people
and their class struggles. Instead of fighting the imposition
of Governor’s rule and the conspiracies of the bourgeois-
landlord classes, the so-called eight-party front, under the
inspiration of the Right Communists, is actively engaged in
a malicious campaign against the CPI(M), a campaign in
which every reactionary scoundrel in the country, and the
imperialists abroad, are keenly interested. It is these reac-
tionaries who are extremely jubilant at this campaign. Thus
these parties have been unashamedly supporting Governor’s
rule and opposing a mid-term poll.

The Polit Bureau congratulates the organized forces of
the workers, peasants and other middle classes who have
been actively protesting and resisting the Governor’s rule;
demanding the dissolution of the defunct Assembly and the
ordering of a mid-term poll. It is happy to note that the
people in tens of thousands, in scores of public meetings
and rallies, throughout the State, are enthusiastically responding
to the call of the West Bengal State Committee of our Party
in its campaign against repression and for a mid-term poll,
during the last six weeks since the imposition of President’s
rule.

The Polit Bureau, having heard detailed reports from
Comrades EM..S. Namboodiripad and A.K. Gopalan about
the developments in Kerala, such as the confidence motion
trick in the Assembly, played by the Mini-Front Government,
the two by-elections and the third impending by-election in
the Madai constituency, and the political situation developing
in the State, has assessed the events and arrived at certain
political conclusions.

First of all, the circumstances which prompted the mini-
front Government to resort to the confidence motion trick,
the dirty deals that were struck behind the scenes between
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different groups, parties and individuals of the faction-rid-
den mini-front and its crisis-ridden Government, the sur-
vival of the Government by the mercy of the Syndicate’s
positive neutrality and by the support of the Indira Congress
and a bare majority of eight votes, etc., reveal, that this so-
called united front Government headed by the Right Commu-
nists is nothing but an anti-Marxist united front, embracing
every anti-Communist force not excluding even the Syndi-
cate Congress and the Jana Sangh. Ever-increasing numbers
of the people in thé State are rapidly realizing that this
mini-front Government is neither based on any principle nor
based on a democratic programme or class. It is only a crea-
ture of the ruling Congress party at the Centre, entirely
depending upon it and exclusively serving its reactionary
class interests. :

The results of the two by-elections go clearly to show
that the “Kerala U.F. victory” about which the Right Com-
munist Press is shamelessly bragging is a “victory” of all
the other political parties opportunisticaily ganged up against
the CPI(M) and its close allies. It is not a united front of
democratic or Left or revolutionary classes and forces, but
essentially a “united front” against the Communist forces
represented by the CPI(M). The mock fight put up, the fake
election campaign conducted and the bankrupt voting se-
cured by the Syndicate and Jana Sangh candidates in the by-
elections in Kottarakkara and Nilambur cannot but open the
eyes of every honest worker, peasant and democrat in the
State, to the fact that the two “victories” shared by the Right
Communists and the ruling Congress party were secured
with the full support of the Syndicate Congress, Kerala
Congress, Muslim League, Jana Sangh and the Catholic
Church, in opposition to the CPI(M). The election results
also reveal that the CPI(M), despite this formidable ganging
up of most of the political parties against it, including the
ruling Congress party, has by itself polled more votes than
it could ever in the past secure in these two constituencies.
For any dispassionate observer, it becomes evident that the
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CPI(M), due to its principled role of democratic and revo-
lutionary oppostion to the ruling bourgeois-landlord class
regime and its selfless and fearless service to the oppressed
people, is increasingly getting endeared to the exploited
workers, agricultural labourers and toiling peasantry, no matter
what the reactionaries rave about and the conspiracies of the
ruling classes to isolate it from the people. It is these hostile
political parties that are rapidly losing their mass following,
and falling into each other’s arms, wailing about their future
and panicky over the fast growing mass influence of the
CPI(M).

In the Madai constituency, these parties have accepted the
Syndicate Congress leaders’ advice to put up an “Independent”
candidate acceptable to all the anti-Marxist parties.

Such is the ignoble end to which the much tom-tommed
fight against the Syndicate-Jana Sangh-Swatantra combine
by the Right Communist Party has now come. They stand
exposed as the storm-troopers of the ruling Congress party
in its fight against the militant revolutionary movement of
the workers and peasants.

The political and physical attacks against the democratic
opposition led by the CPI(M) in Kerala and West Bengal are
an indication of such an alliance directed against the militant
mass movement. In certain other States, too, the call for
such an alliance is being openly made, as was done at the
Mannargudi Conference of the Indira Congress which was
participated in by both Prime Minister Indira Gandhi and
Congress President Jagjivan Ram.

The P.B. noted with serious concern the brutal police
attack against the leaders of the SSP in front of Parliament
House on April 6. This attack ended in the death of one of
the demonstrators and so barbarous were the attacks on a
few SSP MPs that they barely survived them. Though the
Prime Minister and the Home Minister apologized to the
Lok Sabha for the incident, democratic minded people through-
out the country cannot but consider the incident with grave
concern, since it shows that some sinister forces have been
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working behind the scenes in order to liquidate the forces of
opposition to the Central Congress Government. The P.B. is
determined to support and mobilize all those forces which
are prepared to fight back these dark and sinister forces.

These developments in West Bengal, Kerala, Delhi and other
places are increasingly revealing the real class character of the
Indira Congress and the Central Government headed by it. The
reactionary landlords and monopoly bourgeoisie who are prop-
ping up this Government are making the so-called “Socialists”
and “progressives” do the same dirty work as they were getting
done through the former united Congress Government in sup-
pressing the democratic movements of the working people.
These same forces are also making the so-called radical Prime
Minister oppose the deletion of the property clause from the
fundamental rights chapter of the Constitution and several other
suggestions coming from rank and file Congressmen. The way
in which such questions as the role of the judiciary in hamper-
ing progressive legislations, abolition of privy purses and privi-
leges of the princes and so on, are being dealt with in practice
also shows that despite the tall claims made by its leaders, the
basic class policies of Indira Congress have now become scracely
distinguishable from those of the Syndicate Congress. The claim
of its leaders and the propaganda of their apologists that they
are fighting the battle of democracy and progress as against the
forces of reaction represented by the Syndicate Congress is
thus proving baseless.

The P.B., therefore, considered it extremely important that
the CPI(M) should join hands with_ all the forces of the
democratic opposition in carrying on a determined struggle
against these anti-democratic policies of the Indira Congress,
while continuing to give its support to the fight against the
openly reactionary and counter-revolutionary policies of the
Syndicate and its allies to set up a nakedly anti-Communist
and semi-fascist regime in the country.

The Polit Bureau notes that, despite all the dirty manoeuvres
and machinations of the ruling classes and the treachery and
betrayal of the Right Communist Party, the people in different
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parts of the country, in ever-increasing numbers, are organizing
and rising in militant struggles. The heroic struggle of the
Rajasthan peasantry and the victories secured by it, the massive
peasant and landless labour demonstrations organized in
Andhra, Maharashtra, Madras, Karnataka, and other places,
demanding radical agrarian reforms and the reversal of the
repressive policies, and a series of workers’ and middle class
employees’ struggles in several States go to show that the
people are not prepared to tolerate the vile attempts of the
big bouregeois-landlord classes to shift the burdens of the
economic crisis on to their shoulders.

The Polit Bureau also heard the reports from Comrades
P. Ramamurti and B.T. Ranadive who attended the trade
union leaders’ convention at Goa, which met to discuss the
disruptive activities of the Dangeite leaders in the AITUC
and devise ways to defeat this disruption and their class-
collaborationist policies which have led to the betrayal of
working class rights and struggles and to defend the strug-
gles and rights of the working class, their unity and their
trade unions. The P.B. welcomes the decisions of the Goa
T.U. Workers’ Convention, and calls upon all Party activists
on the T.U. front to strive their utmost to make the proposed
all-India T.U. Workers’ meet at Calcutta from May 28 to 31,
1970, a grand success.

The Polit Bureau expresses its satisfaction over the Lenin
Birth Centenary celebrations organised by different Party units,
all over the country. It is particularly gratified at the Centenary
Week celebrated by our Party in Calcutta which attracted on an
average 20 to 40 thousand people every day, to listen atten-
tively to different aspects of Marxist-Leninist teaching and Lenin’s
unique contribution to this doctrine. The enthusiasm generated
in the public can be gauged by the simple fact that the Na-
tional Book Agency has recorded the highest sale of nearly
Rs.90,000 of Marxist-Leninist literature in this month. The
Polit Bureau will strive its utmost to sustain this new thirst and
urge generated for the learning of the Marxist-Leninist science
among the youth and students.
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CPI(M) Polit Bureau
Resolution on Cambodia*

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist),
meeting in Calcutta from April 27 to April 30, adopted the
following resolution on the situation in Cambodia :

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
notes the growing danger to freedom and peace in Asia from
the U.S. imperialists, who have been directing the spearhead
of aggression to Asia and have now stepped up their preda-
tory activities against the Socialist countries and national
liberation movements of the continent with the expansion of
their aggression from Vietnam and Laos to Cambodia.

While persisting in their fascist war against the people of
Vietnam and escalating the armed intervention in Laos, the
U.S. imperialists instigated a Right-reactionary coup in
Cambodia in an attempt to get that country to give up its
policy of neutrality and independence. The people of Cambodia,
aware of the threat to their freedom and sovereignty, are fighting
back the U.S. aggressors and their puppets. The puppets have
unieashed a regime of terror to suppress the people, especially
organizing pogroms against the large Vietnamese population
in Cambodia, and have appealed to the U.S. imperialists to
help them suppress popular resistance. South Vietnamese puppet
troops, U.S. war material, advisers, etc., are, already in
Cambodia. U.S. aircraft are bombing, strafing and dropping
toxic chemicals on Cambodia, U.S. troops are using artillery
and encroaching on Cambodian territory.

*Published 1n “People’s Democracy”, Calcutta,May 10,1970
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This coup in Cambodia and the U.S. intervention that has
followed are part of the U.S. plan of aggression in Asia,
specially in the three Indo-Chinese countries. The aim of
the coup is to draw Cambodia into the U.S. camp, turn it
into a U.S. military base for expanding and prolonging the
war in Indo-China, especially the war against the Vietnam-
ese people. The U.S. imperialists are again trying to push
through their pernicious policy of “Asians fight Asians.”

The issue in Cambodia is clear — it is a case of naked
U.S. aggression. Prince Sihanouk, who alone is recognized
as Cambodia’s Head of State by Socialist and non-aligned
States, in his statement on March 23 has sternly condemned
the U.S. imperialist engineered coup and expressed firm de-
termination to safeguard the independence and sovereignty
of Cambodia. The people of India are one with the people
of Cambodia in their struggle against the U.S. aggressors.
The Polit Bureau demands that the Government of India
base its policy on Cambodia on unequivocal condemnation
of the U.S. aggression and full support to the Cambodian
people and that the Government categorically condemn such
U.S.-imperialist-inspired moves at the conference being con-
vened by the Indonesian Foreign Minister whose only pur-
pose is to whitewash the U.S. aggression.



31

CPI(M) Extends Its Base
and Activities : Polit Bureau
Reviews Political Situation*

Statement issued on June 12, 1970

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
held its meeting for three days on June 10, 11 and 12, 1970.
The meeting was attended by all members.

The Polit Bureau briefly reviewed the political situation
in the country with special reference to the developments, in
West Bengal and Kerala. It noted that in spite of the efforts
of bourgeois-landlord parties and those of the Right Com-
munist Party and the slander campaign launched by them
through the monopoly Press, our Party with its correct line
is making headway and is able to extend its mass base. This
is seen in the unprecedented mobilization during the session
of the CITU and our success in the Madai by-election in
Kerala where our party single-handedly defeated the joint
candidate of the Right CP, the Muslim league, the Indira
Congress and other parties. The growing influence of the
Party is also expressed in the developing mass movements
in various parts of the country, the movements of agricul-
tural workers for wages and land, the movements of agricul-
tural workers and peasants against evictions and auction of
land, the movements of workers in various industries under
the initiative of our Party.

The Polit Bureau condemned the severe repression launched
against our Party and the movement led by us in West Bengal.

*Published in “People’s democracy™, Calcutta, June 21, 1970. Also

published in the compilation of CPI(M) Documents from February 1969
to April 1971.
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Under President’s rule, more than 6,500 workers and sympa-
thizers of our Party have been arrested; more than 60 have
been killed; and warrants have been issued against 60,000 in
connection with framed-up charges. Beating and tortures in
the police lock-up have become common. The repression is
specially intended to terrorize the agricultural workers and
poor peasants in order to help the jotdars to take back the
hard-won gains. The P.B. notes that whereas this unbribed
police repression has the support of the Congress and Bangla
Congress, the attitude and activities of the eight party com-
bination are also providing encouragement to this.

While greeting the workers, agricultural labourers, peasants
and other toiling masses for their heroic struggle to defend
their interests, it endorsed the seven demands put forward
by the West Bengal State Committee to unleash a mass
movement and its appeal to forge a broad democratic unity
of this basis.The P.B. feels that the immediate dissolution of
the Assembly and the fixing of the date for fresh elections
have become necessary for the advance of the democratic
movement in the State. All parties interested in this must
unite to unleash a struggle in order to force the bourgeois-
landlord Government to retreat.

The P.B. calls upon the Party units and all democratic
organizations in the country to protest against the suppression
of democratic rights and liberties in West Bengal. It calls
upon them to organize meetings and demonstrations in support
of the seven demands of the fighting people of this State and
force the Central Government to announce mid-term poll.

The P.B. expressed its satisfaction with the progress of.
the democratic movements in Kerala, with the growing mass
movements of workers and agricultural workers and peas-
antry which in its turn is intensifying the crisis inside the
mini-front ministry. The P.B. denounces the Achutha Menon
Ministry for its repression against the agricultural workers
and peasants of Kerala and demands the withdrawal of
thousands of cases launched against them in connection with
the land struggle. The Achutha Menon Ministry survives
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only on the support of the Indira Congress and Syndicate
Congress and the vested interests of Kerala; it has broken its
pledges with the people and has no right to run the
administration. The P.B. therefore, demands the dismissal of
the Ministry, dissolution of the Assembly, and mid-term
elections.

The P.B. took serious note of the constant efforts of the
communal organizations like the Jana Sangh, RSS and Shiva
Sena to organize communal riots in order to divert the
discontent of the masses and disrupt the united mass organi-
zations. It also noted that it is with the connivance of the
Congress Governments and police officials that these coun-
ter-revolutionary forces are able to unleash their crimes against
the minorities. The P.B. demanded firm action against the
inciters of the riots as well as the officials responible. It
appeals to the workers, peasants and other toiling people to
forge their class unity against the communal frenzy unleashed
in various ways. The P.B. condemned the murder of Krishna
Desai, Right CP MLA of Bombay, at the hands of Shiva
Sena gangsters, greets the working class which came out in
strike to protest against it. It congratulates in Bombay unit
for its initiative in uniting and mobilizing the workers.

While discussing the problems of mass fronts the P.B.
came to the conclusion that in carrying forward the struggle
for T.U. unity it had become necessary to denounce the class
collaborationist leadership of Dangeites which had refused
to enforce democracy in the trade unions, and was taking
the path of betrayal of mass struggles. It noted with great
satisfaction the response from the working class to make
the All-India Trade Union Conference a success. The P.B.
welcomed the formation of the CITU and hoped it would
carry forward the struggle for T.U. unity by providing effec-
tive resistance against the offensive of the capitalist class
and by raising the political consciouness of the working
class.

In relation to the peasant front, the P.B. took note of the
new upsurge in the peasantry, focusing its attentions on the
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problems of land and wages. It appreciated the efforts of the
units of the All-India Kisan Sabha in Rajasthan, in Punjab,
in Haryana and other places to forge united actions with the
rival Kisan Sabha and other parties and organizations interested
in defending the interests of the peasantry. But it deplored
the attitude of the Right CP which on the one hand talks
about the country-wide movement for land and on the other
hand, through its Ministry in Kerala, unleashes unprecedented
repression against the peasant movement. K.T.Jacob, Right
CP Revenue Minister in Kerala, openly came out in defence
of landlords and the vested interests when he said that “ the
Government would take strong action against any move to
seize land forcibly in the State”.

The P.B. condemns the attitude of the DMK Government
which, while refusing to solve the land problem in favour of
peasants, have threatened to crush any movement for land
occupation by means of repression.

The P.B. reviewed the work done by the Party Group in
Parliament during the last session. It noted some shortcom-
ings and slackening of discipline. It decided to streamline
the work of the Group, worked out new rules, and decided
to convene a meeting of the Parliamentary Group before the
next session.

The P.B. also reviewed the Agit-Prop work and decided
to re-organize it. It decided to set up a separate Agit-Prop
department. The P.B. decided to conduct a Central Party
School for 15 days in the first half of November and assigned
various subjects to its members to prepare a syllabus before
October 14. The subjects will include the application of our
Programme to the mass movements as well as an outline of
the history of the Communist movement in India.
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West Bengal :
Mass Struggle In July 1970*

Decision of West Bengal State
Committee of CPI(M)

The West Bengal State Committee of the Communist of Party
of India (Marxist) met on June 8 and 9, 1970. The meeting
was attended by District Secretaries also and it was presi-
led over by Comrade Kamal Sarkar. The meeting heard re-
ports of the intensive political campaign conducted by the
Party since the imposition of President’s rule, heard reports
about growing people resistance against attacks of vested
interests and police, reviewed the results and chalked out
future line of struggles.

The Committee noted that the campaign of falsehood and
slander launched by the Congress, Bangla Congress, the eight-
party combination led by the Right communists, as well as
the bourgeois Press, has taken vile and mischievous forms.
The Commitee, however, noted with great satisfaction that
this campaign has miserably failed to mislead the people,
rather it has resulted in further isolation of the organizers
themselves. The meetings called by these parties have been
poorly attended and the attendance has become thinner day
by day. The Commitee also noted that the large number of
meetings and rallies organized by our Party and the
Conferences of mass organizations, with which our Party is
associated, have been attended: actively and enthusiastically
by millions of people. The attendance and determined na-
ture of the meetings, particularly in the districts and rural
areas, have been surpassed those of the U.F. period. The

*Published 1n “People’s Democracy”, Calcutta, June 21, 1970.




216 Documents of The Communist Movement in India

slogans given by the Party for defence of people’s gains, for
resistance against attacks of the vested interests and the police
and for dissolution of the Assembly and early election have
become slogans of the vast masses of the toiling and demo-
cratic people.

The Committee noted that the police repression let loose
on the people, particularly on our Party and the masses
following us, has become wild. The police repression is
accompanied by and co-ordinated with goonda attacks launched
by Congress anti social elements, jotdars and captialists. In
every districts indiscriminate arrests have taken place on
false and one-sided allegations. On an incomplete estimate
about 6,572 Party comrades and supporters, including work-
ers. peasants and other sections of the people, have been
arrested. It is also reported that the police have involved not
less than 60,000 people in various framed-up cases.

Brutal tortures and beatings by the police are taking place.
The Committee noted that the police attack in mainly aimed
at creating terror among the people, particularly the poor
peasants and agricultural labourers in the rural areas, breaking
their morale and helping the jotdars to deprive them of their
gains. In such a situation the tall talk by the administration
about rights of bargadars and about land reform can be nothing
else but a hoax to deceive the people and create disruption.
It is also reported that the CRP is more and more being used
physically to beat and torture the people. Even respected
mass leaders and MLAs are not spared. In jails they are
being treated as ordinary criminals. The goondas used by
the Congress and jotdars or employers are not arrested, on
the other hand it is the victims who are arrested. The ar-
rested persons, including leaders, are often refused bail while
the jotdars and anti-social elements connected with murders
are not arrested and, if arrested, are easily released on bail.
This unbridled police attacks is supported by the Congress
and the Bangla Congress. The attitude and activities of the

eight-party combination are also providing encouragement
to such repression.
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The Committee noted with great satisfaction that this police
repression has failed in its purpose and the people and par-
ticularly the poor peasants and agricultural labourers in the
rural areas are showing great courage and determination in
successfully resisting such repression. Responding to the call
of our Party, the peasants are not only resisting the jotdars’
attempts to evict them and snatch away the lands, but in
some places they are also trying to extend the gains. En-
couraging reports have also been received where mischievous
jotdars have been forced to surrender to the people. Defeating
all attempts to create disruption, the workers, employees,
including Government employee, teachers, and students are all
leading powerful mass struggles.

The one-day token strike by the workers of all Birla concerns,
Sriram group and the contemplated textile workers’ strike
are also significiant pointers. The recent struggle of State
Government employees has also been noted. Our Party greets
the fighting peasants, workers, Government employees and
others for their heroic struggles. The Committee noted that
all these mass struggles are being closely linked with the
demand for an early election.

All these developments have naturally created desperation
and despondency in the Congress, Bangla Congress and the
camp led by the Right CP. On the other hand, democratic
forces are being consolidated. It is also noted that with the
joint declaration of our Party and some other parties the
basis for forging a new united platform of struggle is being
created.

The Committee discussed thoroughly the present situa-
tion. It noted that the ruling classes and their henchemen as
well as all reactionary and disruptive forces are mortally
afraid of facing the people and instead of bowing down to
the will of the people they are opposing on one pretext or
another the dissolution of the Assembly and a early election.
They want continuation of President’s rule which means in-
tepsiﬁcation of police repression and under its cover they
still go on conspiring form a mini-front. With the aim of
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crushing the people and detaining political leaders and workers
the Government is desperately trying to pass the Preventive
Detention Act. The people cannot take it lying down. Indus-
trial Security Forces under Central Government is being
created. It is the Central Congress Government that are acting
as the real organizer of the reactionary attack on democracy
and on the people. The Committee also noted, the growing
problem of rising prices and food crisis. Hoarders and prof-
iteers are being encouraged.

The Committee fully endorsed the measures taken by the
Secretariat and the line of action proposed, by it. It decided
to intensify and broaden the mass struggles on the follwoing
issues :

1. Defend gains achieved by the peasants during the period
of U.F. Government : resist eviction : defend at all costs the
khas and benami lands occupied by poor peasants and
agricultaral labourers.

2. Extend the gains by strengthening the struggle to recover
more benami lands; impose ceiling of land on family basis
with no exemptions as proposed by the U.F. Government;
guarantee tebhaga to the bargadars; fair wage and work to
agricultural labourers; adequate relief to diatressed people
adequate supply of food organize anti-hoarding mass cam-
paigns; extend irrigation facilities and supply seeds and
fertilisers at subsidised rate to peasants owning up to five
acres; implement without any condition the legal provision
to exempt holding up to three acres from rent; take meas-
ures against high prices.

3. Immediate assent to T.U. Recognition Bill; unemploy-
ment benefit; reopen closed factories;gratuity to all work-
ers; stop retrenchment and lay-offs;an insurance scheme for
the employed workers.

4. Implement Pay Commission recommendations in con-
sultation with the Coordination Committee of Government
Employees Association and mas organizations of teachers

and other employees; stop victimisation of officers and em-
ployees.
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5. Introduce free education up to class VIII standard.
Immediate implementation of the earlier decision regarding
use of Nepali language in courts and administrative work in
the Darjeeling hill areas and certain other rights of the hill
people. Inclusion of Nepali in the English Schedule to the
Constitution.

6. Withdraw CRP from West Bengal; scrap P.D. Bill; stop
repression; no repression on one-sided allegation of jotdars
and the Congress; release all persons arrested who are
connected with the Party and mass organizations; stop im-
plementation of Industrial Security Force scheme.

7. Immediate dissolution of the Assembly and declaration
of the date for a fresh and early election.

The Committee directed all its units to intensify the
struggles of various sections of the people. It apprehends far
more serious attacks in the rural areas against peasants and
agricultural labourers in the cultivating season. Hence it decided
to build up and strengthen peasants’ resistance against
combined jotdar-police attacks. The Party will intensify its
efforts to build peasant unity as well as rural democratic
unity at the grass-root level and turn the villages into real
fortresses of mass struggles. The fighting peasants have become
a powerful contingent of the democratic forces and their
struggle has become an integral part of the common democratic
struggle. Hence a basis has been created for building broadest
democratic unity. The Committee also decided to develop
mutual solidarity actions among workers, peasants, employees
and other democratic people. It shall fight against any advice
of surrender or any trend towards adventurism.

The Committee took note that the struggles of peasants,
workers, teachers, employees, students, etc., for defence and
extension of their gains have become intimately linked with
the common struggle against the P.D. Act., against the CRP,
against police repression and for early Assembly election.
The people cannot wait for long.

Hepce the Committee decided to move towards some form
of a direct political struggle in the second fortnight of July



220 Documents of The Communist Movement in India

which should include general strike and hartal. The Committee
has empowered the Secretariat to hold consultations with all
parties and mass organizations which hold similar views and
take final decisions. The Committee also decided to spare
no efforts to forge and broaden the united platform of struggle.

The Committee also discussed the state of the Party’s
organization. It noted that the organization at all levels has
been more consolidated and strengthened. It decided to take
measures further to strengthen the organization to cope with
the tasks ahead. As one of the measures the Committee decided
to start a campaign to enrol those auxiliary group members

who are of more than one year’s standing as candidate members
of the Party.
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CPI(M) Polit Bureau
Resolution on Cambodia*®

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
warmly greets the heroic war waged by the Khmer people of
Cambodia against the U.S. imperialists who have invaded
their country. The Government of Cambodia headed by Prince
Sihanouk refused to be blackmailed and intimidated by the
threats of the U.S. imperialists and refused to allow Cambo-
dian so1l to be used as a base for carrying on their war of
agression in Vietnam.

The U.S. imperialists conspired with trattors and carried
out a coup d’etat and installed a puppet Government willing
to carry out its dictates. When, at the call of Prince Sihanouk,
the people of Cambodia rose up against this puppet Government
and when the U.S. imperialists found that the puppet
Government cannot remain in power in the face of the revolt
of the entire people, they have rushed in their armies along
with those of their puppets in South Vietnam to fight the
people.

The Americans have extended the war to the whole of
Indo-China. The P.B. notes, as the joint communique of the
leaders of North Vietnam, Pathet Lao, Cambodia and South
Vietnamese National Liberation Front shows, that the perfidious
attack has further cemented the solidarity of the peoples of
these countries, and all attempts of the imperialists to sow
dissension among the peoples by rousing chauvinistic passions
against each other have been completely foiled.

*Published in “People’s Democracy”, Calcutta, June 21, 1970.
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The U.S. imperialists, with all theirr might of arms and
money, have been receiving only setback after setback in
their six-year old war of aggression against South Vietnam.

This heroic resistance has won for them the admiration
and support of all freedom-loving peoples all over the world
and the U.S. aggression has been condemned throughout the
world. In the United States itself, where the movement for
stopping the war 1n Vietnam was daily gathering momen-
tum, the invasion of Cambodia was greeted with hitherto
unprecedented demonstrations of students, and all war resisters.
The P.B. sends it greetings to hundreds of thousands of students
of the USA who are in the forefront of this struggle.

The heroic resistance of the Khmer people after the coup
d'etat has clearly demonstrated, as admitted by even U.s.
newspapers and others, that it represents nobody in Cambodia
— it is a puppet of the USA and has so far existed only with
U.S. military support. It has clearly demonstrated that Prince
Sihanouk and his Government is the real representative of
the people of Cambodia.

This dastardly attack of the U.S. imperialists on Cambodia’s
independence has provoked world-wide indignation and twenty
countries have refused to recognize the puppet regime set up
by the USA and declared the Sihanouk Government as the
only legal and authoritative Government. The P.B. welcomes
the full support assured by People’s China in the struggle of
Indo-China’s peoples against American imperialism.

However, the P.B. expresses disappointment and dismay
at the stand of the USSR which while denouncing the coup
d’etat and U.S. aggression in Cambodia, has not so far sev-
ered diplomatic relations with the puppet regime and recog-
nized the Sihanouk Government as the only genuine repre-
sentative of the Cambodian people. The P.B. is of the opin-
ion that this delay and hesitation on the part of the USSR
only emboldens the U.S. aggressors, and displays the disu-
nity among the world anti-imperialist and Socialist forces
who should stand united in support of the fighting peoples
of Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam. The P.B. wholeheartedly
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endorses the appeal of the Premier of North Vietnam asking
China and Russia to close their ranks in order to meet the
American challenge in Indo-China.

The struggle of the peoples of Vietnam. Cambodia and
Laos is a struggle for the independence of not only their
countries but a struggle whose success will deliver a smash-
ing blow to the U.S. imperialists’ designs of imposing neo-
colonial slavery on the entire peoples of Asia and Africa.

It is, therefore, of the utmost importance, in our own
national interest that the people of India and the Government
support this just struggle and help in the speedy defeat of
the imperialists.

The P.B. warmly welcomes the delegation of the ministers
of the Sihanouk Government who are now in India for talks
with the Government of India and wishes them success.

The P.B. urges upon the Government of India that it should
immediately accord recognition to the Government of
Sihanouk. Any delay in this, any succumbing to the pressures
and threats of the U.S. imperialists will compromise the
independent status of our country and spell grave danger to
our own independence and freedom.



34

CPI(M) Central Committee
Statement on Political Situation*

Statement issued in Calcutta on July 11, 1970

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India
(Marxist), meeting in Calcutta from July 7 to July 11, 1970,
adopted the following Statement on the Political Situation :

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India
(Marxist) reviewed the main political developments in the
country since its meeting held in February and has come to
the conclusion that the reactionary policies, methods and
steps of the Indira Gandhi Government which the February
resolution of the C.C. had noted have come to the forefront
to a greater extent than before.

The February Political Report of the C.C. stated : “The
political crisis, which we described in April 1967 as being
in its initial stage, has reached another phase, symbolising
the split in the ruling Congress party and also the ruling
classes into two broad divisions. One wing, which is called
the Syndicate, and its allies are pursuing a pronouncedly
reactionary political line. This is the line of uniting all the
reactionary and counter-revolutionary forces with a view o
launching a frontal attack on the lives and liberties of the
people, a line of shifting the internal and external policies
of the Government further to the Right, and imposing a nakedly
dictatorial rule over the country. The rival wing, led by Indira
Gandhi, though pursuing the basic path of building capitalism
in alliance with landlords and in collaboration with imperialist

*Published in the compilation of CPI(M) Documents from February
1969 to April 1971.



Central Commuttee Statement on Political Situation 225

monopolists, is opposed to the political line of the Syndicate.
It upholds Nehru s middle path with some modifications here
and there, under the facade of democracy, secularism and
Socialism. Neither of these lines offers a solution to the
developing economic-political crisis. Both the wings are busy
mobilizing the political forces behind their respective lines.
While the Syndicate wing is working up an anti-Communist
frenzy and demands banning of the CPI(M), the other wing
is assiduously working to isolate the CPI(M) from its allies
in the U.F.s and encourage the formation of mini-front
Governments excluding the CPI(M) and subservient to the
Indira Gandhi wing of the Congress.”

It is precisely in this stage of the political crisis, when
the working class and the revolutionary movement it is heading
are still not powerful enough to aim at the immediate over-
throw of the big bourgeois-landlord rule and the premier
bourgeois-landlord ruling party is split into two over the
economic-political crisis that the CPI(M) is called to work
out its tactical slogans. The choice before it is neither to be
indifferent to this split, on the ground that there is nothing
fundamentally different between the two political lines, nor
rally behind the wing led by Indira Gandhi under the illu-
sion that it represents the non-big bourgeoisie and thus is
progressive. Our line should be such that while it sharply
and continuously attacks and exposes the Syndicate-Jana
Sangh-Swatantra combine and all its machinations, frustrat-
ing its attempt to take over the Central Government, it, at
the same time, strengthens the position of the working class
and the democratic movement as against the entire bour-
geois-landlord rule led by the big bourgeoisie, no matter
whether it is led by the Indira Gandhi wing or the Syndicate
wing.”

Already before February, when the C.C. made these ob-
servations, this game of the Indira Gandhi Congress and its
mini-front allies had succeeded in Kerala. The U.F. Govern-
ment led by the CPI(M) had been toppled and a Congress
supported Government formed. That Government had un-

Com 14.15
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leashed a police raj, attacking hundreds of thousands of
agricultural labourers, poor and middle peasants and other
sections of the working people. Conspiracies were being
hatched for a similar development in West Bengal as well.

Things have become still worse since then. The UF.
Government of West Bengal was toppled in March. Although
the objective of forming a mini-front Government as in Kerala
has been foiled, the legitimate demand of the people of West
Bengal for a mid-term election has been rejected. Presi-
dent's rule has been clamped, followed by a regime of un-
precedented terror. The efforts to form a mini-front Govern-
ment are still continuing.

The last five months have been months of determined
and bitter struggle by our Party and the democratic move-
ment under its leadership against the twin menace, namely,
the warding off of the threat of take-over of the Central
Government by the Syndicate alliance to push through its
political line of extreme reaction and the vicious attempts of
the Indira Gandhi Congress and its Government to under-
mine and disrupt the U.F.s centred round our Party in Kerala
and West Bengal in order to reinforce and perpetuate the
bankrupt bourgeois-landlord rule, under the hegemony of
the ruling Congress.

The C.C. greets the people of West Bengal who have
been heroically resisting the police raj that has been estab-
lished since the imposition of President's rule. The March
17th strike, though opposed by the revisionists, SUC and
some other former partners of the U.F. who claim to have 2
following among the workers and the common people, brought
to a complete standstill all industrial and other activity, making
the Bengal Bandh a complete success. Never was a political
protest strike so vigorously and violently opposed by rival
political parties; and perhaps never before was it so success-
ful, despite such opposition. No wonder, the strike took 2
toll of 35 lives—thanks to the goondas and the police—the
highest toll in one single action.

The March 17th strike of West Bengal was the beginning
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of a State-wide mass political campaign undertaken by our
Party. With the co-operation of five other former partners of
the U.F,, the Party was able to carry this movement forward
and prepare for another general strike in July. The revision-
ists and other opponents of the mass movement headed by
our Party tried to foil this attempt by declaring a parallel
general strike on a different date. But, completely rejected
as they are by the bulk of the working class, they had to
abandon their original plan and give the call for a general
strike on the same day. The C.C. greets all Party members
and friends of the Party, all the members and friends of the
fraternal parties, for the role they played in this glorious
movement.

In Kerala, too, the people have been heroically facing the
terror regime which was already three months old when the
C.C. had its last meeting. Despite the terror unleashed by
the Congress-supported mini-front Government, tens of thou-
sands of hutment-dwellers and tenants have asserted their
rights; agricultural labourers, in several parts of the State
have waged innumerable struggles many of which ended in
the winning of demands; industrial labourers, teachers,
Government employees, students, and so on, have also braved
the police repression and goonda attacks organized by the
mini-front parties.

This heroic resistance of the working people dashed the
hopes of the oppressors that they can cow the people down.
All the three by-elections that were held in April and May
showed that the democratic movement led by the CPI(M)
had made big advances; despite the unity of the anti-CPI(M)
forces in the State, the democratic candidate was 