








perialist countries instead of helping them to overcome 
these difficulties assail their independence and economic
development, try to convert them into their neocolonial 
appendages, and aggr;:tvate the miseries of the peoples. 

The countries of the socialist camp led by the Soviet
Union, on the contrary, render disinterested aid to the de

veloping countries. In India, the Soviet Union and other

socialist countries first contributed to the establishment of

bases of heavy industry, engineering, oil, etc. Now when

further development of these vast industrial enterprises has

been hampered by recession, leading to their closures and
unemployment of workers, the Soviet Union and other so

cialist countries propose to buy their products and provide

a stable growing market for them. Thereby they help the

working people to defend their wages and standard of

living and help our country to resist imperialist blackmail

and take to the path of independent development.

The development and stimulation of India's trade is also 
sought to be achieved by the three nonaligned peaceloving 
countries like India, Yugoslavia and the UAR agreeing to 
lower the tariff walls between themselves. 

Due to the aggressive advance of the imperialist mono
polies against the economies of the developing countries, 
all the developing countries of Asia, Africa and Latin Ame
rica are trying to lower the tariff walls between them
selves, and are trying to unite their efforts to resist the 
onslaught of imperialists. In this they get the full support 
of the Soviet Union and the socialist countries, as is evi
denced in the deliberations of the UNCTAD. 

Attack of the Monopolists 

The Indian monopolists, having the main levers of eco
nomy in their hands, are seeking a way out of the crisi.s 
which will strengthen their position at the cost of the 
working masses and the middle classes and even the non
monopolist bourgeoisie. 
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The congress leadership is showing its utter bankruptcy
by surrendering to the demands of Indian monopolists step
by step. Instances of this are: 

-Abandonment of the Fourth Five-Year Plan and its
replacement by a so-called 'One-Year Maintenance Plan'.
-Rejection of nationalisation of banks and instituting
in its place a 'social control' of banks and promise to
divert more credits to rural areas.
The real meaning of this is to provide banking credit for 

development of capitalist agriculture on a large scale 
and to bring about a tie-up of the big business houses 
and the upper strata of the rural vested interests. 
-Indiscriminate decontrol in the interest of the mono
polies.
-More and more concessions to foreign private capital
and increased foreign collaboration.
-The attempted wage-freeze by Morarji Desai which
was only temporarily halted by the powerful united re
sistance of the working class and the government em
ployees. 

The emphasis now being given to 'maintenance of law
and order' and 'political stability' and the forging of new
weapons of repression like the Unlawful Activities Pre
vention Act. 

The congress leadership is thus seeking solution of the
crisis in favour of the monopolists, big business and the
upper strata of the rural vested interests. It would be a
mistake to underestimate the manoeuvring capacity which
the Indian bourgeoisie still has in the present situation. It
is against this background that political developments in
our country have to be viewed. 

Mass Popular Upsurge and the 1967 Election

The mass popular upsurge that swept the whole country
in the form of the bandh movement in 1966 assumed the
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