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- To

.Dear Friends,

21st March, 1947

The President’ and Members of the
Congress Working Committee. . .

ON THE QUESTION OF CIVIL LIBERTIES

. IN KARNATAK

I am herewith enclosing a memorandum ‘from the
rovincial Committee of our Party with some enclosures
which speak’ for themselves. s
- In Kanara the peasants’ condition is unbearable. Four
out of every five Deasants have been reduced to the level

- of being tenants cn the very farms they once. owned as

peasant proprietors,

The landlords who have grabbed their lands "extort
from them rents as high as 58 tg %5 ber cent of the gross

-broduce and in some cases as high as 90 per cent.» The

peasants have been long demanding that a fair rent be
fized. The Advisers’ regime did not listen to them. . '

They hoped expectantly that the Congress Ministry -
will. The landlords have bheen resistin'g, these demands.
In these days of secarcity and want, what the peasants de- }
mand is the right to live, to gét at least enough for their
own-food of what they themselves produce. But the land-
lords are ouf to squeeze out of the peasants the utmost

. they can for selling in the blackmarket.

The kisans made representations, sent memoranda, and

démanded a tripartite conference of Government, landlords

and tenants to fix their rent. When their misery and just
demand fziled to move the Ministers elected by themselves,
they held a conference and decided upon the non~payment
of these extortionate rents tiil the Ministry made the land~
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vlords‘, respect the Congress pledge to reduce the rents ang
make life tolerable for the peasants.

The Bombay Ministry instead of welcoming the above
as justified popular pressure against the greedy landiords
has adopted the opposite course of sanctioning police re-
pression aga.mst the starving peasants themselves. Kisan
organisers ‘and leaders have been externed as. ‘“‘goondas”
from the very villages where they were born—wheére they
have their homes, hearths and. farms. Reserve police has
. been used to terrorise the peasants into submission.

Not only are the just demands of the peasants not met

but their movement is being suppressed, most elementary’
civil liberties are being denied to them.  Similarly if the.

workers go on strike for a living wage, Section 144 is dec-
lared and the right of peaceful picketing denied.

The proud Kanarese people were spht up by the British
conquerors, a part kept in the Bombay Presidency, the other
. gllowed to remain under the Nizam and the major part
being under Mysore. The workers of Kolar gold fields used
{0 hold their meetings in the neighbouring Bntlsh “territory
at Budugur whenever the Mysore autocracy banned them
from meeting in their own town. The neighbouring Mad-
ras Ministry hds denied them even this opportunity, a thing
whichswas not done even under the Advisers’ revlme

I would earnestly request you to read through the Me-

morandum and right the wrongs that are being perpetrated
by the bureaucrats and the landlords under the Bombay

Congress Ministry that refuses to implement. its own pledges’

" to . the peasants and instead permits police repression
against their movement:. I request you to instruet the
Mmlstry to meet the following elementary demands:

Withdraw all externment orders.

Release kisan prisoners.

" Respect the civil liberties of the people

‘Reduce peasants’ rents and immediately call a tri-
“partite conference, as demanded by them. ’

* . 8yt Morarji Desai and other Bombay Ministers have
been slandering us long enough, misrepresenting us to the
people after ensuring that the press blacks out our answers.
‘The enclosed documents would indicate how grave is the
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bureaucracy and pohce
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situation and our representative would be too willing to

meet any representative of -the Working Committee and

‘prove all that is written here. But we do not think you

will find it necessary. The facts given are shocking enough,
and the cause, our common cause of the common people
and their welfare, and the enemies too are our common
enemies — the British- created parasitical Iandlords, their

Yours. truly,
(8d.) P. C. Joshi,
. General Secretary
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"MEMORANDUM
~ TO THE
CONGRESS WORKING COMMITTEE
| ~ FROM
KARNATAK PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE
OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF INDIA

INTRODUCTION

Heavy bureaucratic repression is Iet Ioose on the public

.workers and the young peasant movement in North Kanara
district of the Bombay Presidency.

‘The enclosed Memo submitted by the Kisan Sabha to

Syt. Morarji Desai, Home and Revenue Minister in the
‘Bombay Congress Ministry, gives the facts showing the
sross exploitation of the tenants, the exorbitant rents (often
as high as 80 per ceni of the gross produce) that the land-
lords exfort from the peasarits and the unanimous long

standing demand of the tenant farmers (who constitute .

more than 80 per cent of the cultlvatmg population) for
fixation of fair rent. :
The buregucracy, in order to assist the 1andlords ‘and
eat down the legitimate demands *of the peasants has
launched several repressive measures agamst the active ele-
‘ments in the Kisan Sabha. :

EXTERNMENT AS “GOONDAS”

The latest of -these measures is the gross misuse of the -

“Goonda” Act. Under this Act, political workers with a good
record of patriotic work and peasant leaders who have put

in a life-time of honest toil are externed as “goondas™

. from the Kanara district.-_ They are:
1. N. G. Malsekar—Organising Secretary of the Dis-

5;

trict Kisan Sabha. He was one of those patriotic Kulkarnis
who resigned his Government job in the days of the Civil.
Disobedience Movement. He was working as a carpenter

. on building projects till he became full-time organiser of

the Kisan Sabha. He has been externed from the district.
2. D. V. Singh—Secretary of the District Kisan Sabha.-

" He was an industrial worker till he came back to his native
" Kanara and began work among the peasantry about a year

back. He has been externed from the.province.

3. P. J. Naik—President of the Karwar Taluk Kisan
Sabha.  He is a peasant who owns about 12 acres of land
and toek leading part in the klsan movement. He is ex-
‘terned from the district.

4. Syed Hyder Syed Yusuf—Vice-President of the Kar-
war Taluk Kisan Sabha. He is an old tenant farmer, aged
70 years, and tock active part in the Non-Cooperation Move=-
ment. He is a leader of the peasants in his area and is also

" the President of the Taluk Muslim League He has been

externed from the district.

5. W, L. Upa.dhyaya~$ecretary of the Karna.tak Provin-
clal Commiittee of the Communist Party of India. A young
political worker, who has dedicated himself to public service
and was a member of the Executive of the Bombay Pro-
vincial Congress Committee. . He has also been served with
B notice of extcmment under the Goonda Act.

Their only crime was that they were organising the
peasants, to put forward their just demands, making re- -
presentations to the Minister to set up a° tnpartlte com-
mission to fix fair rents.

"The annexed order of externment will show that they
a,le being externed mierely on the false charges made by

landlords and the corrupt loeal officials. Not a single
charge is speclﬁed nor a smgle witness called to prove any
of the charges. ‘

In fact, there has not been a single cade of any violence
or clash due to the activities of the Kisan Sabha.

FALSE CONVICTIONS
The police, however, cook up false cases against the peas-
ants.  Most of -the Mamlatdars and local Judiciary are
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&hemselves landlords and. so it is not difficult to Jaﬂ the
aeasants on such false, cooked-up charges.

Three kisan workers of Karwar Taluk thus charged,

with “dacoity ” and have been jailed for one year.
The case from Murdeswa 35 lustrates all that is sald
abmre

) Here nine Kisan Sabha peasants are charged with un-
dawful assembly and rioting.” The facts are that at the

end of March 1946, a peaceful procession of the kisans was-

attacked by an agent of the landlord. It was a deliberate
provocation. Instead of charging the hireling the pollce
arrested the kisans. When the trial was going on before

uhe Magistrate, a leading landlord of the area was given .

2 chair beside the Magistrate and his influence in the judg-
'ment is“ suspected. This fact was brought to the notice
¢f Syt. 8. P. Gaonkar, a Congress ML.A. from Kanargd

and a Parliamentary Secretary, and he promised to see

that the cases are withdrawn.

' » POLICE RAIDS AND HARASSMENT .
On 18bh Janualy 1947, nearly 1006 policemen with 5 Sub-

Inspectors and a Mamliatdar went to Ulga village on the -

plea that they were executing a decree against P. J. Nalk
the President of the Kisan Sabha. Desplte the. fact that

Naik had already paid the landlord the rent and secured 2’
receipt, they arrested him, entered the house of his brother

and beat to unconseciousness his old mother who protested
against this invasion. Aneother.woman-of the family was
- ¢hased by the police till she fell into g disused well and was
hurt severely. Several other members of the family were

beatén including women. - This was nothing but an attempt

to terrorise the entire Naik family for his Kisan Ssbha
metivities.

- At Hubli, in Dharwar Dlstrict our Party worker Prasad
‘was arrested on 12th January while selling the booklet
Bicod Bath at Amalner, though there had been no ban on
the book.

At Bijapur, orders were issued under Sectxon 144 pre-

‘hibiting even peaceful picketing within 25 feet of the shops..
This was an unecalled for mterfezence wzth the democratie

right of peaceful picketing.

=
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At Belgaum, the Special Branch Police harassed Dhar—
wadkar, a local Communist worker for several days on the
absurd plea that he was responsible for cireulating bulle-
tins ineiting communal riots ! When everyorie knows that -
Communists, wherever they may be, are the best fighters
against riots and for Hindu-Muslim unity.

Lastly, we give another case of gross intervention

- against the democratic rights of the workers. The miners

of Kolar gold fields in Mysore State are mostly prohibited
by the Mysore State Governiment from- holding meetings in
the mining area. They therefore used to meet gt consi-
derable inconvenience to themselves at a place called Bugn-
gur in-Chitteor District of British India, a part of the Mad-

‘ras Presidency. Until now this right was not interfered

with. But this year the bureaucracy went to the help of
the British mining company and prohibited the meetings.
The exploited miners whose fight against the British min-
ing company ought to. be supported by the Congress, have
thus been deprived of a most elementary rlght When 2

‘Congress Mmlstry 1s in power in Madras.

LANDLORD EXPLOITATION AND PEASANT
" DEMANDS
Thls heavy repression is clearly the offensive of the land-
jords and the local bureaucracy avamst the . democratlc
movement of the peasants. : N -
North Kanara-is mostly forest land. The small per-
centage of land under cultivation falls into four types: the
khari - (salty) land near the sea-coast, the jumghi (forest}
land, the tari (wet and fertile) land and the makki (dry)
land. Except on the tari, which is a very small percentage,
eultivation on the other thes of land means: beavy expen- -

_difure.

Most: of the landw is concentlated in the hands of non-
cultivating ;proprietors who constitute only 3 per cent of the
total population. -Through moneylending and foreclosure,
of mortgages, the or1g1na1 peasant owners were reduced
to tenant farmers.  Today four cut of every five cultwators
are tenants who do not own any land.

The greater part of the land is under the fixed rent

.
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system by which the landlord takes away his rent, irrespec-
tive of the actual produee realised by the peasants. These
rents vary from 55 to 75 per cent of the gross produce, and
are often as high as 90 per cent.

From the balance of the produce .left, after the la.nd-
lord takes away his rent, the peasant has to bear the entire
costs of cultivation. A typical case is that of Syed Hyder
Syed Yusuf himself. He farms 10 acres of land, which
produces aboub 130 khandis of paddy, out of which 90 go
away as rent to the absentee landlord. The costs of culti-
vation come roughly to Rs. 700 or 800 a year, whereas the
paddy that is left to him does not fetch more than Rs. 400
or 500. The landlord has no obligation on him to meet any
part of the costs of cultivation and only pays the land
revenue which is not more than Rs. 50 for the 10 acres.

" Thus the producing peasant got into ‘debts.  If he
worked harder and ipcreased theé yield, the landlord in-

creased the rents on the ground that new tenants were
“oprepared to give higher rents. The tenant farmer had to

‘enfer into a new agreement to give higher rent or had to
guit. *Thus the harder the peasssnt Worked the deeper
he got into debts

. Por several years the. tenant farmers have been de-
manding that these exiortionaie rents be stopped. They
want 1a1r rents to be fixed and ’chls brutal exploitation to

REPRESENTATIONS 10 THE MINISTRY
As far back as 3 years ago, the Kisan Sabha had demanded
that a tripartite commission consisting of representatives
" of the Kisan Sabha, landlords and Government be appointed

to inquire into the rent levels in-each area and fix the fair

rent. Nothing was done by the then Section 93 regime.

After the Congress Ministry came into office, the kisans '

felt hopeful that now at Iast their grievances would be re-
dressed. Under the Tenancy Act (1939) passed by the Con--
gress Ministry (when last in office) the Mamlatdar was
directed to hold an inquiry and fix the “fair” rent, on appli-
cation from the tenant. In June-July 1946, several hun-

dred applications were filed by the kisans at the Mamlat-
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dars office. They hoped that under the Congress Ministry,
the Mamlatdar would have to give justice to them But
the Mamlatdars did nothing.

Several . representations K were made to the Congress
Ministry demanding a proper inquiry mto “rent” but no
answer was vouchsafed. . -

in November-December 1948 two Ministers, Syts. L. M.
Patil and Tapase, visited Karwar. They were each wel-
comed by the kisans and the demands were placed before
them. The Ministers told them that the amount of rent was
fixed by “free” ggreement between landlord and tenant, and
80 it was not easy to interfere ! When the kisans insisted
that they had either to sign such agreements or get thrown
out of the land and that such agreements were neither free
nor fair, the Ministers said they would do something about
it—bub no‘thmg was done.. )

At last, at the Karwar Taluk Kisan Sabha Conierence

« held on 21st J: anuary 1947, attended by 10,000 kisans of whom
2,000 were women, resolutions were passed.demanding a tri-
vartite commission immediately to fix “fair” rents, asking
the Congress Ministry. to'stop the evictions of peasants for

- -arrears of rent and calling upon the peasants to withhold -

payment. of rent to the landlord till such falr rent was
fixed. o

The decision to withhold payment of rent was taken
openly at this Conference, only after several representa-
tions had been made to the Ministry but all of them were ;
ignored. The resolutions were forwarded immediately to
-Minister Morarji Desai, together with 2 Memorandum.

Nothmg was dong to meet the legitimate demands of

~ the peasants. Only the bureaucracy used.the Goonda Act

against the Kisan Sabha leaders. The externed peasant
leaders, Naik and Syed Iyder; met Minister Morarjl Desal
and urged that the externment orders were unjustified and
that they  should be withdrawn. Nothing ,has\yet been
done by the Congress Ministry. : : .
TN ’ 4 ’ T

CO’\TCLUSION o 3

All these facts will show that it is a- clear case where the

Working Committee, ini the name of elementary civil diber-
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ties and regardless of all political differences, must inter-
vene against this gross repression of the popular @miove-
ment under a Congress Ministry, which is refusing to act
to help the exploifed peasants who have for long been
demending bare justice.

From ‘ - ¢
The General Secwmn, : )

North Kanara District Kisan Sabha,(

KABYVAR.
To

- The Hon’ble Mr. Morarji Desai,’

Home and Revenue Minister;
Government ‘of Bombay,

1

- BOMBAY

MEMORA"\IDU’\I RE. DECPEE ORDEPS PASSED:
BY THE GOVERNMENT FOR RENT IN ARREARS.
AND FIXATION OF PRESENT RENT

Sir,

It has been an accepied fact by the Government that
the rents payable to landlords by the tenants in this dis-
trict are very high-—as high a5 80 per cent of the gross pro-
duce of the land. This fact was substantiated by your
speech in the Legislative Assembly in its last session when

~the Amendment to the Tenancy Aet (1939) was under‘

cons1derat10n

A The position in ‘the four talukas of Karwar——-Ankola,

" Kumta, Honnavar and Bhatkal Peth—is all the more seri-

ous as production in these talukas is very low and extremely
uncertain. It should be remembered that land in this area
lies on the outskirts of salt water coast and jungle. Due
to uncertainty of rains—sometimes heavy and sometimes
very low—good production is usually obtained onee in three

vears. When the rains are less than normal, the land

situated near the jungle gets dried up and would not yield
good crops. On the other hand, if the rainfall is heavy,
créps in the lands situated along the coast-line are
damaged. Thus the tenants have to undergo huge expenses
of culmvatxon m spite of termble uncertainty of crops.

In add:txon to all th‘ese_ fac.tors, the landlord demands-
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heavy rent, never caring to know whether the land yields
' any crop or no. Thus for the last twelve years and more,
the tenant has been forced to keep some rent in arrears
as ‘s result of Which nearly 3 years’ full rent has accumu-
lated.  The landlords, now taking advantage of the Ten-
~ancy Act, are harassing the tenants, threatening them
with eviction and getting the property of the fenants at-
tested in execution of the decrees. Thus the court have

- passed po less than 4,000 decrees agamst the tenants, while

rearly 150 eviction cases are pending. Further still, the
courts are also passing decrees against those tenants who
have paid arrears of rent, but who were unable to secure
rent-receipts from the expecting landlords, as there was
no legal obligation either on the landlord to give receipis
or for the tenants to obtain them. Nor there was any
‘practice mn vogue to this effect before the application of
thé Tenancy Act.  In addition to all these, the couris are

also passing deerees against those tenants who have failed

to pay vartav-—an extra levy not recognised by law, a levy
charged by the landlords according to. thezr owWn measure

The Karwar District Kisan Sabha had sent a Memo-

randum to the Government last year without any effect.

The Kisan Sabha had also sent to you, in January 1947,
5 copy of the resolution passed by the Karwar Taluka,
Wisan Sabha. The Kisan Sabha representatives had -also
seen the Hon. Minister for Agriculture in T\Iovemher 1648,
and he dn‘ected us o approach you. . . -

As per Tenancy Act, Chapter I, Clause 2, Sub-clause’ 3,
“the “ggricultural income”, means the portion of the produce

which is left after deducting all expenses of the tenant for

cultivating the land. If this is so, the present-rent, namely
1/3 of the gross produce, is ‘too high.

Therefore, on behalf of the Karwar District Kisan
‘:Sabha, I submit as follows :

1) That an inquiry committee consisting of repre—
sentatives of Eisan Sabha, landlords and the Govern-
ment should be appointed to ascertain the exact rent
to be paid as per the Tenancy Act.

18
2) All arrears of rent should be cancelled, or, in the
- alternative, the execution of decrees for arrears should
be immediately stopped pending the above inquiry.

3) All the cases of eviction should be immediately.
withdrawn.

- Yours truly, -
(8d.) D. V. Singh

v anuary 1947

P.N. Heremth enclosed a copy of’ resoluuons passed in ocur
Karwar Taluk Kisan Sabha Conference on January 21, 1947,
which was attended by over 10,000 kisans including 2,000

women.



Resolutions

1. Thl.:. Conference of the klsans of x{alwaz is of opi- .
nion that the Tenancy Act enacted by the Congres; Ministry -

is unsatlsfactory and falls far short of the expectamons of
the kisans. -

It notes that avrlcultuzal income means that portion
of the produce which is left after deducting all the expenses
.of the tenants for cultivation. (Ref. ’I‘enancy Act, Chap-
ter 1, Clause 2, Sub-clause 8). The Kisan Conference reite-
rates its earlier decision that _rent- should be only from
‘that portion of the produce Whlch is left after deduchno
all the expenses of the tenants.

This Conference urges the Government to set up a
commi’ctee consisting of the representatives of the Kisan.
Sabha and the landlords to settle the rent to be paid, taking
-into consideration the situation in each village.

Pending this settlement, the Conference appeals to ailk

the kisans to withhold payment of rent to the landiords.
and fight for their just demand.

2. This Conference condemns the various decree orders
passed by the Government against kisans for arrears of
rent. The Conference is of opinion that unpaid rent for
previous years should be on the basis of the rent for this
year. It urges the Government authorities not to take
any hasty steps inthe matter

3. This Conference condemns the dection of those land-
lords who have taken more than 1/3 of the produce as
rent this year by misleading the kisans. It appeals to the
'kisans not to. fall a prey to this false propaganda of the
landlords and’ their agents. It requests the Government
to take necessary steps to restore the excess rent taken
awgay 1llegally by the landiords.

4. This Conference strongly ,condemns the acion of
the Government in forcibly searching the house of Puru—
shottam Naik, taking away various things from his house;
°bruta11y beating his old mother and others. It particularly
resents the action of the Mamlatdar and the other officers
who resorted to this uncalled-for repressive action. The

Conference urges the Government to set free Purushotiam -
‘Naik, return the things taken from his house and enqmrev ;

into the whole matter.





