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Against the English Terror in
India !

Complete Solidarity with the Workers and Peasants of India !

Appeal of the "League Against Imperialism ".

The last few weeks have brought with them a power-
ful forward development and a mighty upsurge of the social
and national revolutionary forces of India . The compromise-
resolution of Gandhi adopted at the All - Indian National Con-
gress has proved unable to bring a solution of the Indian
question . At this National Congress 900 delegates voted against
the dastardly compromise . The Trade Union Federation of
India and the Workers and Peasants ' Party emphatically re-
jected it.

The Executive of the "League Against Imperialism ", at
its January meeting at Cologne , rightly pointed out that the
next few months would be bound to bring a fresh intensifi-
cation of the class struggle and of the fight against British
imperialism in India . The imperialist agents at first attempted
to break the solidarity of the Indian Workers by introducing
religious quarrels into the movement in Bombay . This attempt,
however , proved a miserable failure . The imperialists are there-
fore now proceeding , by brutal police actions , to deprive the
movement of its leaders . The English Government , according
to its well known methods , believes that by the "discovery "
of a "plot" it has found a pretext for police provocation and
wholesale arrests . By this means it is intended to repel and
destroy the broad revolutionary movement , which, under the
slogan of "complete independence for India", threatens to be-
come dangerous to British imperialism .

The English Government has made a mistake . The whole-
sale arrests of workers' and trade union leaders , including
nearly all the well known champions of the "League Against
Imperialism" in India have led to a protest movement which
already embraces broad strata of the Indian population .
Powerful demonstrations and protest strikes are the answer of
the working and peasant class of India ,

In Bombay , 25,000 workers from 14 cotton mills are on
strike . The workers in the railway workshops in Bengal have
also gone on strike . The agricultural workers in the Shabad
district of Bihar have risen in revolt . In many localities the
students have joined the protest movement .

The English Government is endeavouring to suppress this
powerful movement by proclaiming a stage of siege and
occupying the factories with the military . The English Govern-
ment does not shrink from the most brutal means . Six workers
have been shot and many others have been wounded .

The British imperialists are endeavouring by police terror
and fascist methods to render the Indian Labour movement in-
capable of fighting . They will not succeed in this. The Indian
workers , together with the Indian peasants , will parry the
blow .

The international proletariat , and all anti -imperialist groups
and organisations of the world must now concentrate upon
supporting the workers' peasants ' and national revolutionary
movement , which is seriously threatened by English terror .

The International Secretariat of the "League Against Im-
perialism", therefore , calls upon all anti -imperialist organisa-
tions , groups and trade union organisations of the whole world
to enter on a great international solidarity demonstration in
favour of the workers ' and peasants ' movement which is figh-
ting for the independence of India .
Demonstrations and meetings must be held in all the big

towns .
Funds must be collected for the victims of imperialist

terror .

The imperialist terrorist methods must be stigmatised in a
broad press and publicity campaign .
Long live complete and practical solidarity with the Indian

workers and peasants !
Long live independent India !

Rally to the Support of the Indian
Trade Union Movement !

Appeal of the Pan-Pacific Trade Union Secretariat .

Fellow workers : For over a century and a half Indians have
fought against the exploiting and oppressive British rule . To
continue their rule foreign British tyrants for generations kept
Indians divided , by engendering strife between castes and com-
munities . Whenever they failed , British armed forces have al-
ways mercilessly massacred the protesting Indians :

The wholesale slaughter of 1,500 innocent workers and
peasants at Amritsar is fresh in our memory , the shooting of
the textile workers by Ramsay MacDonald's Labour Govern-
ment in 1924 , the killing of Lala Laipat Rai, the Indian
Nationalist leader , and other workers who dared to protest
against the insolence of the British Simon Commission , and
many other recent murders committed by the cruel assassins
of British imperialism , only indicate the bloody path of the
struggling Indian workers and peasants .

In recent years the centre of the struggle against British
rule has correctly shifted towards the working class . The in-
tolerable lives of the workers in the factories , mines , mills , etc. ,

owned by such savage British exploiters of the Far East as
the Sassoons , have forced them to resist . They formed their
trade unions , which have recently developed at an unpreceden-

ted pace . New leaders have sprung up and the workers have ,

under their guidance , fought against inflicted brutalities , which
they have endured far too long.

The British imperialists know that once the workers of
India are organised into mighty trade unions , further develop

their own conscious leadership and fight against starvation
wages , intolerably long hours , insanitary workshop conditions ,
brutalities of British foremen and administrators , child labour
and underground work for women , for better housing accom-
modation , illiteracy , etc. , nothing can stop them from fighting
for absolute independence .

Whatever reforms have been reluctantly given have all been
rendered ineffective and counteracted by other iniquitous mea-
sures . No franchise exists for the workers and peasants . Indian
representation in the Legislative Council is limited , and legis-

lation opposed to British interests , which should happen to
obtain a majority vote , can be vetoed by appointees of the
Indian Office in London : therefore Indian representation is a
mockery and a farce . The masses of workers and peasants
have no other alternative than to organise into powerful trade
and peasant unions , as a preliminary step in the fight against

economic , political and social impositions that are resulting in
pauperism , disease and death to many millions .

Because the workers and peasants have begun to fight
against these conditions , British imperialists have launched a
new attack . Once more the struggling Indian workers and
peasants are confronted with a reign of terror. The new offen-
sive of the British Government is nation -wide . In Bombay ,

Calcutta , Lucknow, Poona , Allahabad , etc. , etc. , homes of offi-
cials of the labour movement have been raided . labour papers

suppressed , offices of the trade unions and working class poli-

tical parties have been ransacked and records stolen , by British
detectives and their hirelings . Over 120 warrants are issued

for arrests in Bombay alone , and already 31 of the best leaders
of the Indian trade unions have been flung into filthy British
jails in India .

Besides alleged members of the Communist Party , among
those already arrested are S. N. Jhabwalla , General Secretary
of the Bombay Trades Council and the Railwaymen's Union
(Jhabwalla also holds posts in many other smaller trade
unions ) ; S. A. Dange , General Secretary of the Bombay Tex-
tile Workers ' Union and an official of the Indian Trade Union
Congress , Dharamvir Singh , vice -President of the Workers ' and
Peasants ' Party , and a member of the Legislative Council as
a representative of the independence movement , J. C. Joshi ,
Secretary of the Youth movement for the United Provinces ,
and Philipp Spratt , a young Englishman who has acted in an
advisory capacity to the Indian labour movement for the last
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three years . The latter is also editor of the official paper of
the Workers ' and Peasants ' Party .
In answer to questions in the British House of Commons ,

Earl Winterton, the Secretary of State for India , replied that
this new offensive was taken "with the full assent (instructions of
the Secretary of State for India", and that these workers are
charged with a "conspiracy " to deprive the King of Sovereignty
over India".

The offensive has been carefully planned , for all raids took
place simultaneously . The warrants were issued by the District
Magistrate of Meerut , which means the victims will be tried
where hardly any trade union movement exists . This is an
attempt, in the first place , to deprive the masses of any first-
hand knowledge of the Star Chamber proceedings which are
obviously being prepared for the forthcoming trial . If the trials
took place in Bombay or Calcutta , these British despots fear
that direct action would be used by the masses in protest
against this capitalist conspiracy to rush their leaders to pri-
son for long terms . But the workers will answer them , for
already 20,000 textile workers have struck in protest at Bom-
bay , and it is reported that many other workers have called
protest strikes throughout India .

The Pan-Pacific Trade Union Secretariat hails this coura-
geous action of the Indian workers as the correct reply to this
terrible offensive . This is a sure sign of ultimate victory for
the Indian workers and peasants . All trade unionists in every
country must assist organised labour in India to beat back
the enemy. This is a struggle for the right to organise . It is
a fight for freedom of speech and assembly , not only in India
but in every colonial and semi -colonial country . We must have
no democratic illusions , for victory will be won by the strong
determination of the Indian workers and peasants in a fight
to a finish, assisted by the international working class .

We warn the Indian workers against the vacillating com-
promisers such as N. M. Joshi of the Executive Indian T. U. C. ,
for it was he who attempted to barter away victory and to
split the striking textile workers in the last big dispute . With
Comrade Dange in prison , N. M. Joshi will try to regain
his lost prestige , and destroy the fighting forces of the Girni
Kamgar Union (Textile Workers ' Union ) which has now the
largest membership of any union in India .

Remember also that those arrested were actively opposing
the formation of Albert Thomas ' I. L. O. Amsterdam Asiatic
"Labour" Conference . The P. P. T. U. S. has already warned
the organised Indian and other workers against this organised
attempt to isolate internationally the Asiatic workers. This
manoeuvre is also a fight against the P. P. T. U. S. This pro-
posed conference has the endorsement of the British imperialists
and all their lackeys , the Labour imperialists of the British
General Council and the Labour Party . The Secretary of State
for India who ordered these arrests will not prevent delegates
arriving in India for such a hybrid conference . With most of
the best trade union and labour leaders in prison their I. L. O.-
Amsterdam Conference is but another way to get a strangle-
hold upon Indian workers and peasants . To be forewarned is
to be forearmed .

Rally to the oppressed trade unionists of India ! Help them
to win this fight ! Every affiliated organisation and every mem-
ber of the P. P. T. U. S. must regard this fight as our fight .
The Indian workers can win with our united assistance . Hold
protest meetings . Collect money for the defence of our im-
prisoned fellow -workers . Dock -workers and seamen , prepare
to use united action against the British imperialists . Prepare
to boycott British shipping . Rally to the P. P. T. U.S._call for
international action . Down with British despotism ! Free the
imprisoned trade union and labour leaders ! Long live the In-
dian trade union movement !

23rd March , 1929 .

For the Pan -Pacific Trade Union Secretariat ,
Acting Chairman Hong Chung -Tse ,

Joint Secretary M. Apletin .

The British Dictatorship in Egypt.
By A busyam (Cairo) .

On the 15th March , the anniversary of the declaration of
the independence of Egypt in the year 1922 , there occurred in
Cairo a serious collision between demonstrators , at the head
of which were the members of the Wafd fraction in the Par-
liament and the Senate, and the police , who were led by an
English officer . The demonstration was held under the slogan
of the restoration of the parliamentary regime in Egypt. The
police were compelled to erect barricades in some streets, and
this in the neighbourhood of the royal palace ,the "House of
the Nation" and the "Saad" Club. Forty demonstrators , inclu-
ding members of Parliament and of the Senate , were wounded .
Thirty men were arrested and handed over to the Court .

The Wafd newspaper "Rochod el Mark" , which published
a report of the events , was suppressed by the Government . The
second Wafd newspaper "Al Blag", the only one now re-
maining , was cautious enough not to publish any news of
the events , but nevertheless published the proposal for the
convocation of an Arab conference for the purpose of creating
a united front for the fight against imperialism . That is the
last stage of the fight against the dictatorship of Mahomed
Mahmud Pasha on the part of the Wafd . The occasion thereto
was the moral victory which the Wafd gained over the dicta-
torial regime by the acquittal of Nahas Pasha and his collea-
gues by the disciplinary court of advocates .
The weapon with which the English agents violated the

Egyptian Parliament and the Constitution the accusation of
corruption against the Wafd and its leaders has thus been

struck from the hands of the English imperialists . The Waid
has proved itself to be "unblemished " and "" innocent " .
We will not concern ourselves here with the question of

the moral rectitude of the Wafdist lawyers . In our opinion the
whole judicial apparatus of Egypt, the advocates as well as
the judges , is demoralised . In comparison therewith such trifling
sins as the affair of Nahas Pasha and Prince Seifeddin are
quite everyday occurences .

But the Wafd has undoubtedly achieved a political victory ,
and , needless to say, it decided to take advantage of its victory
and go over to the attack against the dictatorship .
Organised delegations from all parts of Egypt are seeking

audiences of King Fuad , of whom they demand "Truth and
Justice " against the dictatorial regime . The recent demonstra-
tion was likewise on the way to the King . This whole cam-
paign is characteristic of the situation in Egypt.
In the short period of its defeat the Wafd made use of

every "democratic " method of struggle against the dictator-
ship ; the extensive Wafdist press conducted a a big campaign ;
the Parliament and the Senate which had been dispersed staged
tragi -comic scenes , held secret and illegal sessions . But all this
led to nothing.
With an iron hand the Dictator reduced the press to

silence . Hundreds of Wafd newspapers were suppressed ; thou-
sands of books and pamphlets were confiscated ; a strict censor-
ship was introduced , which applied not only to the Arab press
at home but also to that abroad . All elements which were not
true to the Government were cleared out of the State apparatus ,
and all "heart -rending " scenes staged by the talented Wafd par-
liamentarians were ignored with a disdainful haughtiness
worthy of a lord . Innumerable spies and secret police were
employed against the Wafd ; and now the Wafd on their part
resorted to their last means : they attempted to shatter the
Mahomed -Lord Lloyd -King Fuad bloc. They sought to draw
the King over to their side .

Needless to say , there were hidden causes which induced
the Wafdists to stake their cards on the King . The king is
not altogether satisfied with the bloc . "His Most Execellent Ma-
jesty" has been made a mere figure -head . Compared with the
imposing historical monuments , the living King of Egypt cuts
a very poor figure indeed . King Fuad , the successor of the
great Mahomed Ali , is not content with the role of a lav
figure . He wishes to govern . But this is what the English
Commissionar Lord Lloyd wishes to prevent at all cost . The
king is discontented ; he is prepared to conclude peace with
the Wafd . The Wafd on its part wishes to avail itself of the
help of the king in order to overthrow the dictatorship .


