HONGQ!

On the Revolutionary “Three-in-One”
Combination

HAIRMAN MAQ has pointed out that in those places

and organizations where power needs to be seized,
the pelicy of the revolutionary *“‘three-in-one” combina-
tion must be carried out in establishing a provisional
orzan of power that is revolutionary and representative
and has preletarian autherity. This orzan of power
should preferably be called a revolutionary commitice.

This policy is the political and organizational gua-
rantec for the victory of the proletarian revclutionaries
in their struggle to seize power. The proletarian rev-
olutionaries should understand this policy correctly and
implement it correctiy.

The revoluticnary “three-in-one” provisional organ
of power should be formed by leaders of revolutivnary
mass organizations that truly represent the broad masses,
the representatives of the People's Liberation Army unils
slationed in the area and revolutionary leading cadres.
None of these three bodies can be excluded. It is wrong
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to overlook or underestimate the role of any one of
them.

As a result of the vigorous mass movement of the
great proletarian cultural revolution during the past
hallf year and more, the masses have been {ully mobi-

tives of the revolutionary masses have emevged. The
revolulionary masses are lhe buse of the preletarian
revolutionarics' seizure of power from the handful of
persons in the Party who arve in aulhorily and taking
the capilalist road. They are the base of the revolu-
tionary “‘three-in-one’ provisional organ of power,

True proletarian revolutionaries and up-and-coming
represenintives of the revolulionary musses have per-
formed immortal exploits in the great proletarian cul-
tural revolution. They are the new rising forces nur-
turad by Mao Tse-tung's thought and they embody the
general orientation of the revolution.
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This struggle to seize power from the handful of
persons in the Party who are in authority and taking
the capitalist road is a mass movement from below
under the leadership of the Central Committee of the
Chinese Communist Party headed by Chairman Mao.
In the revolulionary ‘“three-in-one” provisional organ
of power, it is imperative to give full play to the role
of leaders of the revolutionary mass organizations and
to take full account of their opinions, and never regard
them simply as sccondary, because they are the repre-
sentatives of the broad revolutionary masses. If their
role is not! recognized or if it is underrated, in effect,
the revolutionary masses as well as the great proleta-
rian cultural revolution are negaled. If they are ex-
cluded or regarded as secondary, it is impossible to
establish a provisional organ of power that is revolu-
tionary, represeniative and has proletarian authority;
it is impossible to have a revolutionary “three-in-one”
combination.

In all great revolutionary mass movements, it is
scarcely avoidable having shortcomings and making
mistakes. It is necessary to see clearly the essence,
the mainsiream and the general orientation of the rev-
olution. In this great proletarian cultural revolution,
the shortcomings and errors of the leaders of revolu-
tionary mass organizations who truly represent the
masses are a question of one [inger among ten, and
a problem thal arises in the course of progress. As
proletarian revoluiionaries, we should recognize that
their general orientation is correct, that they have many
strong peints and we should learn from them modestly.
As for their shortcomings and errors, we should warm-
heartedly, patiently and painstakingly help them. It
should also be noted that many revolutionary mass
organizations have pointed out themselves the wrong
tendencies existing in their own organizations and have
proposed ways of correcting them as a result of their
creative study and application of Chairman Mao’s works.
Such revolutionary consciousness and initiative is praise-
worthy. It is precisely the revolulionary masses them-
selves who have proposed eliminating sell-interest
in their own thinking while seizing power from the
handfui of persons in the Party who were in authorily
and taking the capitalist road.

In the final analysis, the question of one's attitude
towards leaders of revolutionary mass organizations that
truly represent the masses taking part in the “three-
in-one” provisional organ of power is a question of
one's attitude towards the masses, towards the mass
movemont itself. It is also an important indication of
whether the proletarian revolutionary line represented
by Chairman Mao can be carried out or not. We must
at all times remember Chairman Mao’s teachings: “The
masses are the real heroes,” “the masses have boundless
creative power,” “the people, and the people alone, are
the motive force in the making of world history.” If
alienaled from the revolutionary masses, it is certain
that no organization or individual is able to carry out
the proletarian revolutionary line represented by Chair-
man Mao.

March 17, 1967

The vigorous mass movement of the great prole-
tarian cultural revolution of more than the last half
year has been a severe test for the runks of our cadres.
The handful of persons in the Party who were in au-
thority and taking the capitalist road has been exposed.
At the same time, the majority of our cadres have
proved to be good or comparatively good. The concept
of excluding and overthrowing all cadres is absclutely
wrong. It is necessary to point out that the masses
are not to be blamed for this. To exclude and over-
throw all cadres indiscriminately is the view advocated
by those several people who put forth the bourgeois
reactionary line, and this was precisely what they did.
The poisonous influence has not been wiped out of
the minds of certain comrades, and therefore they have,
to a certain exient, committed similar mistakes without
being conscious of them.

In every place, department, enterprise and unit
there are great numbers of revolutionary cadies. This
is also true even for some places or depariments where
those in authority taking the capitalist road have been
enirenched, but the revolutionary cadres there were
suppressed over a long period. We must be aware of
this.

The role of the revolutionary cadres in participat-
ing in the “three-in-one” provisional organ of power
must be given full consideration. They should and
can play the role of nucleus and backbone of the organ.
Of course, they can do this only by intecrating them-
selves with the musses and by f{ollowing the mass line
in work.

Provided those cadres who made mistakes criticize
their own mistakes and correct them, draw a clear-cut
demarcation line between themselves and the handful
of persons in the Parly who are in authority and tuking
the capitalist road. between themselves and the bour-
geois reactionary line, and really stand on the proletarian
revolutionary line represented by Chairman Mao, they
should be united with in accordance with the principle
of “early or late, all who make revolution merit equal
treatment,” proper jobs should be arranged for them
and many of them can be allowed to participate in the
provisional organ of power.

However, those who persist in their mistakes, and
who do not draw a clear-cul demarcation line between
themselves and the people in authority taking the capi-
talist road. between themselves and the bourgeois reac-
tionary line must not be imposed on the masses and
arbitrarily pushed into the “three-in-one” provisional
organ of power. Otherwise, this would not be the rev-
olutionary “three-in-one”™ combination, to say nothing
of the seizure of power from the handful of persons in
the Party who are in authority and taking the capitalist
road; a new reversal would occur and those in authority
taking the capitalist road whe had been overthrown
might even regain power.

We must be vigilant against those who distort the
principle of revolutionary “three-in-one” combination
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and, on the pretext of forming “three-in-one” combina-
tion, carry out eclecticism, conciliation and the com-
bining of two into one, and furthermore, in a hundred
and one ways, pull in the persons in the Party who are
in authorily and taking the capitalist road. This is try-
ing to fish in troubled waters, usurp the fruits of the
greal proletarian cultural revolution and carry out coun-
ter-revolutionary restoration. All revolutionary masses
and all revolutionary cadres must resolutely resist,
oppose and smash the conspiracy of the class enemy.

The great People's Liberation Army is the mainstay
of the dictatorship of the proletariat. Chairman Mao's
call on the People’s Liberation Army to actively support
the masses of revolutionary Left is a matter of great
strategic significance.

Experience proves that participation by representa-
tives ol locally stationed People’s Liberation Army units
in the revolutionary “three-in-one” provisional organ
of power has played an extremely important role in
successfully accomplishing the task in the struggle to
seize power.

With the participation of cadres of the People’s Lib-
eration Army in the “three-in-one” provisional organ
of power and with the support of the P.L.A., the forces
of the local proletarian revolutionaries will become still
stronger. The class enemy fears the People’s Liberation
Army and the revolutionary “three-in-one” combination
in which P.L.A. cadres take part the most. They try by
every means to manufacture rumours and fabricate
stories in a vain attempt to sow dissension between the
revolutionary masses and the People’s Liberation Army,
and Lo incite those among the masses who do not know
the truth to direct the spearhead of their struggle against
the People’s Liberation Army. Such class enemy intri-
gues must be fully exposed and [irmly smashed.

The Chinese People’s Liberation Army is an ex-
tremely revolutionized army of the proletariat, unmatch-
ed in the world. Chairman Mao Tse-tung has said: “The
sole purpose of this army is to stand firmly with the
Chinese people and to serve them wholeheartedly.” It is
precisely because of this that all revolutionary mass
organizations and revolutionary masses have faith in
the People’s Liberation Army and warmly support the
participation by representatives of the local army units
in the revolutionary “three-in-one” provisional organ
of power. At various levels, in those departments where
power must be seized, representatives of the armed
forces or of the militia should take part in forming the
“three-in-one” combination. This should be done in
factories and rural areas, in financial, trading, cultural
and educational departments (universities, middle
schools and primary schools), in Party and government
organizations and in people’s organizations. Represen-
tatives of the armed forces should be sent to the county
level or higher and representatives of the militia should
be sent to the commune level or lower. This is very
good. If representatives of the armed forces are not
sufficient, their posts can be left vacant for the time
being and filled in the [uture.
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The attitude towards the People’s Liberation Army
is actually the attitude towards the dictatorship of the
proletariat and it is an important criterion for distin-
guishing whether a person is of the genuine revolution-
ary Lelt or not.

In certain places, some comrades in the local army
units may commit temporary mistakes in giving their
support because of the intricate and complex conditions
of the class struggle. When such problems occur, the
genuine revolutionary Left should explain, with good
intentions and in the proper way, the conditions and
state their views to the leading members of the army
units. They should absolutely not adopt an openly
antagonistic attitude and still less should they direct
the spearhead of their struggle against the People’s
Liberation Army. Otherwise, they will commit gross
mistakes and do things which sadden our [riends and
gladden our enemies, and they will be used by the class
enemy.

The People's Liberation Army has made important
contributions in supporting the proletarian revolution-
aries in their struggle to seize power. All commanders
and fighters must follow Chairman Mao's teachings,
closely rely on the broad revolutionary masses, learn
from them modestly, be their students before acting as
their teachers, be good at discussing matters with them,
and carry on deep-going and careful investigations
among them. In doing so, they will be able to give
the proletarian revolutionaries very powerful support
in their struggle to seize power and bring still closer
ties between the army and the people and, on their
part, the army units will get new tempering and im-
prove in the course of the struggle.

The “three-in-one” provisional organ of power must
be revolutionary, representative and have proletarian
authority. This organ of power must resolutely carry
out the proletarian revolutionary line represented by
Chairman Mao and firmly oppose the bourgeois reac-
tionary line. It must not be “combining two into one”
or eclectic. Only thus, can this organ be representative
and speak for the broad revolutionary masses and rev-
olutionary cadres. Only thus, can it have proletarian
authority, exercise powerful centralized leadership on
the basis of the most extensive democracy, impose effec-
tive dictatorship on the class enemy, and smash every
kind of scheme for counter-revolutionary restoration on
the part of the handful of persons in the Party who are
in authority and taking the capitalist road and the ghosts
and monsters in society.

A big question now confronting the people of the
whole country is whether to carry the great proletarian
cultural revolution through to the end, or to abandon
it half-way. All revolutionary comrades must keep a
cool head and not get confused. *“With power and to
spare we must pursue the tottering foe and not ape
Hsiang Yu the conqueror secking idle fame.” At present,
we should especially keep this teaching of Chairman
Mao’s in mind.

(“Hongqi” editorial, No. 5, 1967.)
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