














































































































                       Table of Contents of   Communist Cartoons  
                       from "The Communist" [CPGB]  1921-1922 
    Cartoons by "Espoir"  (Will Hope)  and others.    Introduction by Eric Hobsbawm 
 
This Table of Contents composed by Marty Goodman of the Riazanov Library digital archive 
project.  This table of contents may be freely reproduced by any and all. 
 
[Some of this content taken from the descriptions of some of the cartoons in the book by G.M, 
found on page 52 of the book. Much of it from the lengthy captions on the cartoons. 
 
It is regrettable that not only does this collection as reprinted in 1982 not have a table of contents, 
but that it also entirely lacks any notation of in what issue of "The Communist" the cartoons 
reproduced in this book appeared.  And that artists' names (other than that of "Espoir" (Will 
Hope) are often not provided.  [Note that Will Hope did the artwork for the color cover of the June 
1916 issue of the US socialist arts and literature magazine, "The Masses".  ---marty] 
  
Cover Page:  
 
The caption of the original cartoon was "If you choose, you can". It was published during the 
campaign for a strike of railwaymen and transport workers in support of the locked-out miners  
---the Triple Alliance--- but actually appeared the day after the leaders called off the strike, "Black 
Friday", April 15th, 1921. 
 
Provided:  a 300 dpi 24 bit color scan of the cover and a 1200 dpi, single bit BW mode) scan.  
 
Pages 3 and 4  Introduction by Eric Hobsbawm 
[ An informative and cogent introduction to this material by the eminent Marxist historian!  
---marty] 
 
 
5.    J. H. Thomas:  
"I claim the right to lay the first wreath - I killed him!" 
This is one of the cartoons omitted from the original edition because their publication in The 
Communist had been the subject of libel action brought against the printer, editor and publisher of 
the paper by J. H. Thomas, who was eventually awarded £2,000 damages. The cartoons were 
published at the time of "Black Friday". 
 
 
6.   Dedication 
Sir Basil Thomson was head of the Special Branch of Scotland Yard, responsible for the raid on 
the Communist Party's headquarters and the arrest of some of its leaders in May 1921. 
 
 
7.  Here's A Health!    
 "Unemployment" and "Starvation" offer a cup of "Revolution" to "Capitalism" 
 



 
8 and 9.    The Symbols of Empire     [two page wide printing of the cartoon]   
"The city literally teemed with military and armed policemen. 
"Thick timbered barricades sunk in stone sets lined the whole of the route, and none save the troops 
was allowed in front of these.   Sentries were everywhere. 
"Over night every window, every trap-door, overlooking the route of the procession  
      had to be closed, and kept closed till this morning. 
Only by the holding of a special police pass could anyone watch the proceedings from a roof. 
Down in the harbour not a single craft was allowed to move to-day for over eight hours. 
"A large force of troops carried out a full rehearsal of the programme. 
"Incomeres to the city are under careful watch." 
(The Daily Herald describing George V's visit to Loyal Ulster, June 1921) 
 
 
10 "The King Gives Up £5,000  a Year"  [top cartoon] 
The King's income is £470,000 a year 
 
10 "Lloyd George (to Messrs. Briand, Wilson, Ishi, and Famine):  [bottom cartoon] 
"A last word before we break up:  Gentlemen, I rely on every of you!" 
Aristide Briand was the French Prime Minister, Woodrow Wilson the US President, and Ishii the 
Japanese special envoy in the peace negotiations after the 1914-18 war. 
 
 
11.  George and the Dragons 
 
Lord Northcliffe (shouting):  This is what you said about Ireland. 
George the Fifth: Yes, yes! 
Lloyd George (shouting louder) :  No, Sir!  This is what you said. 
George the Fifth:  Yes, yes!   Yes, yes. 
Marty the four-fifths:  Nonsense!  Say what you did say.  Assert yourself! 
George the Fifth: Yes, yes, my dear!  Yes yes. 
 
[Lord Northcliffe stated in America that the Irish truce was due to the personal intervention of 
King George.  Lloyd George denied this, and a wordy confrontation ensued.] 
 
The "Irish truce" was the withdrawal of British troops to barracks in the Twenty-six Counties in 
July 1921 pending discussion between the British Government and Sinn Fein. Lord Northcliffe 
was the Chief Proprietor of The Times and The Daily Mail. 
 
 
12.  Home for Heroes  [top cartoon] 
Big Business, Wage Cut, and Starvation pound the nails into a worker's coffin. 
Coffin labeled "unemployment". 
 
 
 



12. "Sir Alfred Mond, speaking of unemployment, said: 
" 'I am neither discouraged nor pessimistic' "  - Daily Paper, Oct. 1921 
 
Sir Alfred Mond was Minister of Health in the Lloyd George Coalition Government from April 
1921 to October 1922, and was responsible for the rules concerning treatment of the unemployed 
both under the National Insurance Scheme and by the Poor Law Guardians. He was the founder of 
Imperial Chemical Industries. 
 
 
13.  Cabinet Conference on the Unemployed 
Austen:  "She's missed again...  I quite agree, Sir Alfred, 30s. a week is far too much for the 
unemployed."  Sir Alfred: "So, ve have der monish not got!" 
 
Sir Austen Chamberlain was Lord Privy Seal in the Coalition Government, and the leader of the 
Conservative Party. 
 
 
14.  "Shall we do something, or is this a Council of Action" 
 
This cartoon, showing among others, Sidney Webb (centre), Ramsey MacDonald and Margaret 
Bonfield relates to the National Council of Action established in 1920 to oppose war against the 
new Soviet Republic, which by 1921 was being sharply criticized by the Communist Party for its 
inactivity on the questions of trade and solidarity with Russia.  
 
Pages 15, 16, 17, and 18:  Cartoons involving the Japanese Crown Prince ("JCP") 
    [and the Japanese decimation of Korea (spelled "Corea").] 
 
 
19. The Cripple Alliance 
 
Since Black Friday Messrs. Thomas, Bevin, and Hodges play mightily to enthusiastic audiences of 
coal-owners. 
 
"The Cripple Alliance" was the name given to the Triple Alliance after J. H. Thomas 
(railwaymen), Ernest Bevin (transport workers) and Frank Hodges (miners) called off the 
proposed strike on "Black Friday". 
 
20.  Five small cartoons highlighting quotes about the unemployed, 
 by Mr. Robert Williams, St. Frank Hodges, Morrison, The Right Hon. C.W. Bowerman, and The 
Rt. Hon. J. H. Thomas.   More re:  page 20:  "When I have washed myself"   Robert Williams 
was leader of the Transport Workers' Federation. He was expelled from the Communist Party for 
his part in the "Black Friday" betrayal, and later became a propagandist for the National 
Government in the 1930's. The "Hackney Mare" was Herbert Morrison, who was Mayor of 
Hackney. He opposed the militant actions of the unemployed and attacked George Lansbury and 
the Poplar councilors who went to jail for refusing to levy the LCC and other rate precepts as a 
protest against unemployment and the scales of relief. 



 
21. The Rt. Hon. J. H. THOMAS, M.P., P.C., D.C.L. (honoris causa) writes another book 
 
From " When Labour Rules"  J. H. Thomas  10/- 
 
"One of the most important movements towards the creation of a better state of affairs in Industrial 
England was the formation of a Royal Commission on Poor Laws and Relief of Distress, and as 
another evidence of the progress of the Labour Movement, it may be recalled that Labour was well 
represented on the Commission.""There can be no question among thoughtful people that the 
Monarchy plays a large part in holding the British Empire together." 
"If  any evidence of this were required, it could be found in the unique position occupied by the 
heir to the Throne-the Prince of Wales-during his tour of the Empire. It would be true to say that 
there has been no factor which has contributed more to the unity of the Empire than the Prince of 
Wales' visit to the Dominions, and this, let it be noted, immediately following the Great War, 
which very naturally left considerable suffering and disappointment in many lands." 
 
" That capital will be entitled to some return will be recognized, but its interests w11l most 
assuredly be limited, and the workers by hand and brain will receive a more equitable share of the 
wealth which they create. Such a step will not have the effect of displacing the capitalists in favour 
of the workers as the privileged class ..." 
 
 
22.   "Pity-and all that . .. but he wasn't a member of the Union"  [top cartoon] 
 
Consemore  T. Cramp was Industrial Secretary of the National Union of Railwaymen and J. H. 
Thomas its Political Secretary.   At Mallow, Co. Cork, three railwaymen  were killed and 
wounded by the Auxiliary Police (ex-army officers recruited in England) as a reprisal for the 
shooting of a member of the British High Command. 
 
 
22.  Both Mister Macdonalds:  "So whatever their politics, WE can be trusted to represent 
them."   [bottom cartoon] 
 
Friendly explanations during the Woolwich By-election (in which he was defeated) between Mr. J. 
Ramsay Macdonald who supported the war and Mr. J. Ramsey Macdonald who opposed the war; 
also between Mr. Macdonald, the candidate of the I.L.P., and Macdonald, official of the I.L.P., 
which has repudiated the Second International. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



24.   Sir--, K .C. (to the judge)  [top cartoon] 
 
"(to the judge):  "Your Honour, Short says he thinks you'd better sentence this Kiley fellow pretty 
heavily.  He says it'll make a good impression, and he'll see himself that everything's made all 
right for the boy afterwards." 
 
The Kiley referred to in the caption, after being sentenced was transferred to the prison infirmary 
for health reasons, but representations were made by his friends to the Home Secretary, Edward 
Shortt (whose name is mis-spelt in the cartoon caption), and he was allowed to go to a private 
nursing home, from which he vanished. 
 
 
24.  At Marlborough Street Police Court on August 30th  [bottom cartoon] 
 
An unemployed miner was charged with stealing a pint of milk from a doorway.  He had tramped 
to London from Scotland seeking work, and had been without food for two days.  He was 
sentenced to one month's hard labour. 
 
 
25  The Copper  [top cartoon] 
Legless veteran, "suspected of being a communist", accused of beating up two policemen. 
 
 
25.  Almost Any Archdeacon  [bottom cartoon] 
Cleric admits to rape... then offers to "receive the erring lamb into my houseold, there to be under 
my protection..." 
 
 
Pages 26 and 27  Blockade - Famine - Cholera     [two page wide cartoon] 
On the famine and epidemics in Russia post the invasion and civil war intended to overthrow the 
Soviet state.  US President Harding, Briand, and Lloyd George look on, concerned but doing 
nothing.   
    
caption:  Russia fought for three years in the Great War into which she was dragged by the Tsar. 
Against subsidized white invaders she fought for four more years. All these four years her ports 
were blockaded, and this blockade has not yet ceased. For after the military blockade came a 
money blockade which has made trade impossible. 
 
This blockade stopped the importation of all agricultural machines, and even prevented the arrival 
of iron for ploughshares. The peasants had to plough with wooden shares and the crops were 
peculiarly ready to be burnt by a drought. 
 
With particular care, moreover, the Allies stopped the importation of medicines. Operations had to 
be performed without anesthetics. Doctors were deprived of the most elementary means of 
fighting epidemics. Now the famine has come-produced by the Allies. Now Cholera has 
come-produced by the Allies.  Cholera knows no frontiers. The Allies are afraid. 



28.  The lord gave and the lord hath taken away.   [top cartoon] 
 
[C. E. WIlliams, one of the thirty Popular Councillors gaoled for refusing to leave the unemployed 
to starve, was stripped of his war decoration in Brixton Gaol.] 
 
 
28. Reading: I gave you the Marconi tip ...  [bottom cartoon] 
 
all three to Lloyd George: 
Reading: I gave you the Marconi tip... 
Birkenhead:  I was a good little rebel in Ulster... 
Justice Lawrence:  I let the fellow down lightly who ice-picked that Communist... 
All speaking together: Do remember ME if there's any better job going. 
 
Lord Reading, then Sir Rufus Isaacs, had been involved in the Marconi scandal, in which he and 
Lloyd George bought shares in the firm prior to the signing of a Post Office contract. Lord 
Birkenhead, previously F. E. Smith, had been assistant to Sir Edward Carson (later Lord Carson), 
the bitter opponent of Home Rule for Ireland. 
 
Lord Chief Justice Lawrence, when a judge, sentenced a man who attacked a Communist speaker 
in London with an ice-pick to only a month's imprisonment, on the grounds that he found the 
victim's opinions offensive. 
 
 
 
29.  The Clerk:  May it please your Majesty, To be knighted...    [top cartoon] 
 
[Assorted anti-communist and anti-labor operatives receiving knighthood for their services.] 
 
William Brace was a miners' leader who became a Lib-Lab MP. 
Sir David Shackleton was a Labour leader who later became chief labour adviser at the Ministry of 
Labour. 
 
 
29.  There are in nature certain fountains of justice whence all civil laws are derived but as 
streams" -  Lord Bacon. 
 
 
30. Lenin:  Charming manikins ... 
 [And which is Northumberland and which is Hyndman?] 
 
H. M. Hyndman had been a leader of the British Socialist Party, which was later the leading force 
in the foundation of the Communist Party in 1920. He left the BSP in 1916 because it opposed the 
First World War and he supported the war, and founded the National Socialist Party, which, like 
the BSP was affiliated to the Labour Party. The Duke of Northumberland was a large landowner 
and coal owner drawing huge coal royalties from the pits on his estates. 



[Pages 31 - 37    concern themselves with Ireland] 
 
 
31.  The Anglo-Irish Conference 
D. Lloyd George:  Well, gentlemen, are we all here? 
[Ghost of Connolly looms over the conference table.] 
 
The cartoon shows Winston Churchill, Lord Birkenhead, Lloyd George and De Valera, with the 
figure of James Connolly, Irish Socialist Republican leader shot by the British in 1916, in the 
background. 
 
 
32.  Ireland:  "Prisoner Committed Suicide in his Cell" 
 
 
33.  Ireland:  "The Prisoner was killed whilst attempting to escape" 
 
 
34.  In Ireland: 
 
Greenwood (to Lloyd George and Thomas):  "Ah, the ---! She's trying to strangle me" 
 [image of policeman raping an Irish woman while other police stand and watch] 
 
" There is intimidation, there is murder, there is treachery--- murder coward1y  --- 
murder-cowardly mean murder. 
...  The police regard these people as part of the citizenship which they are prepared to defend, and 
when the policeman 
passes on he is shot in the back.  And while the police are discharging these elementary duties of 
civilization . . . . " 
-The Prime Minister. 
 
 
 
35.  A statue of George Washington. 
 [unveiled in London at the end of June 1921] 
 
"It now only remains to compel the ungrateful Indian, Egyptian, and Irishman to join the British 
Empire in honouring the principles set forth in the "Declaration of Independence" 
 
[image of Irish, Indian, and Egyptian persons slammed to ground and held at point of bayonette, as 
Lloyd George looks on, smiling] 
 
 
 
 
 



36.  Dublin Parliament is Elected    
 
Four unionists are returned   
 
In the May 1921 election for the Dail Eireann 124 seats were won by the Republicans and four by 
Unionists. 
 
"We few, we very few, we band of brothers!" --- Shakespeare  
(St. Crispin's Day speech, from Henry V) 
 
 
37. Monotony  [top cartoon] 
[image of police terrorizing civilians] 
 
The Marchioness of Londonderry issued an appeal for her Amusement Fund for the Royal Irish 
Constabulary. She said: "The object of this letter is to try to impress on the public how very much 
anything that adds brightness to their lives and helps to remove care and monotony is appreciated 
by them." 
 
 
37. English worker talking to skeleton in a grave        [bottom cartoon] 
 
[English Unemployed were engaged at a low rate by the French Government to 
work in the devastated area.] 
 
skeleton to worker:  "Back again ? What's the homes for heroes like? " 
worker to skeleton:   "Much like yours, old son."  
 
[THIS is in my opinion one of the very best of the cartoons presented in this book.  
    Its dark humor is hugely on target.   ---marty   director, Riazanov Library] 
 
 
 
38.  The Labour Party Rescues the Unemployed 
A series of six frames (two rows of 3 frames) in which a Labour Party speaker addressing a Labour 
Party meeting repeatedly promises stern action to deal with unemployment... but never DOES 
anything.  Frame by frame he becomes more and more decrepit in appearance, until in the last 
frame he's a talking skeleton wearing a suit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



pages 39 - 45  Assorted cartoons invoking the return of Jesus Christ. 
Often invoking quotations from the bible. 
including one 2-page-wide cartoon on pages 44 - 45. 
 
The cartoons attack Lloyd George, the Church of England and the Emergency Powers Act. 
 
Note that the two page wide cartoon: The Judas, which betrayed him, answered ... 
is the second of two cartoons present here (the first is the cartoon on page 5) omitted from the 
original printing of this collection.  This because of the J. H. Thomas libel action. 
 
 
46.  After the Raid  [a set of 4 frames of cartoons] 
 
 
The raid referred to is that on the Communist Party office at 
16 King Street WC2 in May 1921. 
 
 
47.  "Watch me stop it"   [top cartoon] 
Secret service, using "official labour eyewash",  tries to stop rolling down hill boulder of 
"communism" 
 
 
47.  The Allied Philanthropist:  "First, what's your politics?"  [bottom cartoon] 
    Relief aid withheld from a starving Russia gripped by famine 
 
 
48.  The Moplah Death Train 
 
SHADE OF SURAJAH DOWLAH (to the officer commanding Death Train) " Sahib, vou are a 
great king, and a greater ruler than ever I was. But I am surprised that you make no use of modern 
scientific methods of inflicting pain ! I thought of this sort of thing myself! Is this worthy of your 
greatness?" 
 
A rebellion of peasants in Moplah, India was ruthlessly repressed by the British in 1921, and 100 
of them were put in a closed railway luggage van, 26ft. by 8ft., in which 56 died of suffocation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



49.  Asking Pappa  (Lloyd George addresses the Devil) 
 
Lloyd George: "Please, Father, I want you to tellme about the future. Here's your fee. I want  to 
know: Will I be able to diddle Lenin If he comes to Genoa?   ls that Younger man going to make 
me have an election when I don't want to 1 Will Michael Collins be able to deliver the goods in 
Ireland ? Are any of the Indians going to blow up that silly young fathead who is touring out there?  
Is Churchill off his dot or is he just like that? Will this Poincare person drink himself to death 
soon? And you mig'ht tell me about Asquith too while you're about it, and will Uncle Arthur be 
next Premier, and ought I to give Ernest Bevin an O.B.E.?" 
 
 
50.  You can't feed a roaring lion on buns 
[Lloyd George offering a roaring lion labeled "Unemployment" a bun labeled "Temporary 
Measures"] 
 
 
51.  He called me "Jimmy"  (a sketch in court) 
 
 
52.    A page of "explanatory notes"  providing "identification of individuals or events depicted 
[in some of the cartoons]        signed "G. M." 
 
 
Back Cover:   "Map of the World, A.D. 1921"  showing "Production and Distribution". 
provided both as a 300 dpi 24 bit color scan of the back cover, and as a 1200 dpi black and white 
scan, which is closer to how this originally appeared in "The Communist". 
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