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'l'he Real a'use

the - General Agreement on. Tariffs and

1| which it alleges that the trade deficits of the

developing countries: are due to their. frade
with the Socialist countries, whose sales to’ the
1l developing couni'rles exceed their purchasesr
‘from them.

capitalist ; it is dominated by the United:
States, Britain and other major Western neo-
Il colonialist Powers. It is therefore natural-that
it should seek to divert attention from the real

-}l developing countries. It is a case of the. plck-
: pocke'l' shouting "Stop, thief I" - X
- The main cause of the developing counfrles .
trade deficits is not their trade with the Socia-
list countries, which in any case as yet accounts.
1| for only a relatively small part of their foreign
trade, but the unequal terms which they are
|| obliged to accept from he Western capdahsf
“countries which still ‘exercise a domman'l' in-
) »‘ﬂuence in the world markets.. -
" “Thanks’ To?iﬁ Business: mampufamafm
markets; the prices .of the primary producis
_upon. which the developing countries -are,
thanks to the legacy of imperialism, still obli-
ged to depend have fallen to an. all-time low.’
Meanwhile, the prices of the industrial pro-

‘ducts which they must buy from the developed
Lndusfnal countries have risen to an all-hme

i

As a result of “$his con'hnuahon of the tra-
ditional imperialist policy of buying cheap and
selling dear, the development plans of many.
_newly-independent countries, which rely- for.
fi finance on. export earnings, have been placed
in |eopardy o
Another major cause. of the forelgn trade

dl’FF culties faced by the developing countries
is the extraction of vast sums in the form of-

and in the form of interest on’ forelgn loans.
both private and governmental.

These payments far exceed the mosf—pubh-
~cised "aid" given by the ‘Western countries— -
in fact, many developing countries now find_
Il themselves in. the position of having to +ake out:
ill new loans to pay the interest on-the.c. - ones

- GATT's claim that the Socialist countries'
sales fo the developing countries. fur-exceed
their purchases is. based on gross mlsrepresen f
Ltation. .

During- fhe 4’ m‘ haif of this: year, fhe Soviet
Uniori's jpurchases sfvony ¢ ,develepmg count-

d as _compared
JE‘]‘ “Union, unlike'

ln'l'egra-
orce ‘-fhe

“Iopmg <ol

| neo-cdlcmahs'l's

Trade) has published a survey of world trade in | :

The membershlp of GATT is overwhelmmgly | |

causes of the forelgn trade- difficulties of the.

s IT e repon‘ed that GATT (ihe °"gamsa'hdn of Il

of ‘African” Unity

B .THE snx-nahon commn‘?

tee set up to bring

“abouta reconciliation
- between ZAPU: and
ZANU has recommend-

ed that the Organlsahon
. Seen
‘other means of fulfilling
its pledge 1o liberate the .

Jour -million Afficans. of.

Zlmbabwe {Rhodesia).

" gations gttending

~ pite prolonged and .ar- -
~duous -effort the. Com-
" mission, - ‘made: . up .of

E'H’llla. “Kenya, ‘Mala--
. wi, Tanzania, Uganda.
- and Zambia, has been’

forced to conclude that.
‘it is impossible to..con-:

vince: represen'rahves of

- the two. major-national--

ist“movements.  of ’the

profits and dividends by foreign companies, || - overriding .need. o ‘sub-

‘merge their differences

~'and establish-a common:
| front for the liberation
- of fhelr couni'ry

SUSPEND AID

Accordmg +o some

- delega’res, the Commis-
..sion
~ the O.AU.. suspend all-

) _-:';:for'ms_ of

recommends - that -

represeni‘aﬂves of  thi

Sources. close to.déle- -
the
curregnt O.AU. Councnli ZANU
of ‘Ministers session- -in- are he
~Accra indicate that des-"af::~ h -

s C nference

( zANU ZAPU Reccmc"'a’“"’n

By .ur szlomauc Correspondent

movemen’rs wn‘h whom )

*it had conducted rego-'
tations, singling out the

attitude of the ZAPU
spokesman for especual'

censure.

- According fo “dele:
gam‘es. members of the
Commlsslén- f_o ok’ ’rhe

: mem‘”

lfh s rac:si' re-
gime, - q
cep‘ted the Com i &
sion's proposals. =~

Members of the' Com-
-missioh -were said fo be
.emphatic in’ their view
that the unco-operative

~and shoﬁ'—sngh*ﬂd aiti--

tudes “of the- represen-
- tatives: of the two " par-
fies should not_be faken

_ as” those. of- ‘rhe TWO
~|eaders ‘ ,

The Commlssmn rs-
peafedly warned the

- ‘reperesentatives - of the
- two parties” that their
refusal to submerge

their differences in:the -

“interests of the hbera-,,

tion of the people- of .
Zimbabwe - could
play into the hands. of
lan ‘Smith and fhe whlfe

'l'o'
mmortfy

o KENYATTA

. sources
qf;fha’r the Com-

de;l'enhen by -

only

. ments, seaking -

par’ry whlch +hus deFes
‘rhe efforts of the O. A. U.

It is believed to have
recommended ‘that’ the

steps to be taken by the

- Organisation should. be

- incorporated ‘in a pro-’
. gramme fo be approvea -

b “the " African Heads_?-‘_

.ot Sfa’re and.-

The

a‘f such a

Great Brﬂ'am o
CONTRAST

There have been calls“ -
for the severance of dip- -
_lomatic and- other rela- ..
Britain - -

‘and all O.A.U." member-

tions  between

states if Britain did: not

act in thé event of a uni--

of -

- lateral - .declaration

mdependence by

~ Smith's regime.
Several “speakers are

“understood to have spot:

-lari :

hghfed the contrasts be: -

~desia with: her afme
of “other . -genuinely -1
presenfahve g

epen-
den'ce' in"efher colo' ial

é—buf the. repre- - h
; of the two - = A
rsisted in fheir. - sourc
even’ clespn‘c= . @’ proposa
urging  of Kenya s ~Foreign Min

v |mplemen’rahon“
progtamme
il be fhe responsibi< .
ity of the Co-ordinating -
Committee for the Libe-
ration. of Africa.” -
The discussicn .ot the -
Rhodesna problem in the"
Council of Foieign
Ministers has been cha-
- racterised by sharp.cri-* -
ticsim ‘of the aH‘f’rude of -

“dence, but of the ending

tween Britain's kid:glove .,'-;';_OT a vicious and b”‘h' )
“treatment of, the- white . ,\:racusf regume

.8 mmorn‘y régime

'f -:_.;aﬂ-'alrs as a-

',mlll’rary force. wd'h oui'

side assistance if neces-
.sary. to secure ‘the libe-

: rahon of Zlmbabwe

“t will be "recalled

' that when Kwame Nkru-

mah addressed the
.Commonweah‘h Confe-
rence in ,London earller

mit Brn‘lsh fraops 1o
~ suppress & rebellion in
Sou f hern - Rhodesie

though they could use -
Britisk +roops for simi-
~lar purpose in: ‘\den
~or British Guiana.
"} do.not propose -
to argue about this. |
“am sure that other
- Commonwealth .coun-
Aries will 'be in a posi-
tion to assist Britain if
- there is a. need for a
- peace force 16 ensure

T vharmomous +ransfer of

‘power to +he majo- -

rity."

Many delega’res, too,
‘recall that in the same

~speech Kw ame ‘Nkru--
- mah pointed out that the

real issue in Rhodesia. is

not that of a unilateral

aeclaration of indepen-

NO CHOICE

'."Eor the Afrlcan po
ﬁo'n fhe chonce ﬁ

of the ex:s’rmg s

ependence - unils
r.:less than .a quarfa -id
'|H n;whd'e se’rﬂe

_“¢rowned’ by"su 655

But if 'Smifh decides |

not fo declare indepen-
dence—well, less than a

-white  settlers. will still
'go on ruling four million
‘Africans. . |

- Furthermore;
gates point to the fen-

some way "save" -tl.2

African people from the .

5
quarter of a million ™

dele -

;. ~dency of apologists for o

P ,_"i;;,*l'ha Brifish:position- ta = 7o e -
d- plead that the mainte- -
n- nance -of the existing
- state'of affairs will in

worst ‘excesses of apar- - - -
theid as’exemplifiec by

the Verwoerd regime.
' DlFFERS LITTLE

They pomf out. that
even now, while Rhode-
sia is a British colony,
the position of the Afri-
can majority ir. essence
differs little from that of
their 'Fe”ow-Afncans in
South Africa. -

Just as in South
Africa, Zimbabwe  Afri-
" cans have, for example |
to carry identity cards,
and are subject to.re-
pressive and diserimina- - .
tory legislation, -includ- -~
ing.vagrancy laws :
re. vhe niwe Defei‘rf

d;,a_,




“The law should be -~

~ the legal ‘expression of-
the political, economic
“and social conditions of
the people and of thezr'
aims for progress’—

(Dr Kwame Nkrumah) .

“colonial days.. i
. Ihrrdly, some of the laws '
“applicable’ - during - the co-

mamly to suit’ theA ends of
colonial explortatlon and
dommatron.

Frrstly they mtroduced,

laws  here wh1ch had be-

‘the conveyancmg laws - in

force in England pnor ‘to-

1874.
"You only have to exa
mine the commercial laws

“existence here during: the

colonial regime to see how
these laws stifled our econo-
mic growth; they were out-
dated . and mcompatlble
with - twentieth century con-
drt1ons

‘For example; until only_
Companies g
"Law of Ghana was -based
on the English Companles

reeently the

Act of 1862
ARCHAIC

We lacked -an all embra_
cing law relating to Insur-

“ance or- ‘Sale . of Goods or

Banking. The first Income

' Tax law was passed as late

a5 1943, .
There was no bankruptcy

legislation in Ghana until
the Gower Report of 1961
observed that in the present
day conditions in*Ghana, a

_bankruptcy  law, fairly e?l{

vigorously: admrnlster

.might - enable the reckiess

and dishonest few to -be

~weeded out to the enormous

advantage of “the- responS1-
ble and honest many @
- In brief, in the colomal

administration denied us the

benefit of modern legisla:
tion' vital to our economic;.
political -and social growth. -

Trade umomsm
never encouraged in Ghana
antil 1941 when- the first

. Trade Unions Law was pas- .

sed:. Qur workers were un-
protected exploited by the
big economic combmes of

onial days tended towards_

“eficouraging capitalism.
 Fourthly, even where the
‘colonialist decidéd to intro- .
‘sduce modern into the colo-
“nial regime they ‘brought in
come extinct in England. . those -
- Thus even up till no%v our .. sometimes incomp atible
system of conveyancing oOr

land - transfer_is” based “on ,_i-':;al background

-laws . which - were -

with. ‘our ‘social and‘ cultur-

Il

CONTEMP’I‘

Lastly, let it be noteo
that the. attitude of the co-

~_lomalrst" administrators  to--
wards-‘our mdlgenous law

and institutions . was not
that of adaptation but con-.

* tempt for a worthless thing,

which should be abandoned-

and replaced - by "European-

law whole and underlled"

was .

by Dr. EKOW DANIEL.S._:V'

( Deputy Attomey General )

rn .Ghana, befor'e the’ P

,pubhcan Constitution and
‘the passing ‘of the: Courts"
Act, 1960, customary laws

use’ ‘to be regarded: as -fo-

reign law on our own soil! "
Our. own’ customary laws . .
could be recognised only ’f

; L o i

were recogmsed Hrs answer
was as-follows: - +" . -
1.“Morality and:justice must
) of ‘course mean' British and
not Afrzcan eonceptzon of :
:-these.  Were "
’Brmsh ]ustxce would be Iook-

D.ING..

GHANA'Si

T

when an' English" judge: in-

the colonial days said so.

-'Once a colonial administra- |
tor- was asked to expldin
-the meamng of the ° natural

- justice “and morality”  to

which - our - customary laws .

must conform before thoy

HO?IS at once.
It we subject this situa-

~ tion to Nkrumaist analysis -

it would be clear that: the
“negative: forces in our laws -
" were greater than the posi- -

tive forces. The law was not
the legal .expression ‘of -our

‘that’..not  so *

-

pohtlcal economrc and S0
cral conditions. -
" The Westminster. -

tution' was -based “was de-
“signed solely. to suit Enghsh

“conditions and .should. not

~have  “been  transplanted
‘whole and unmodified to a.
society entirely different..

It ‘begins with the Cov- |
ernor-General and explains -
_that- the :Governor-General
" shall-be appointed by Her
Ma]esty the ‘Queen and ‘may
-exercise his powers in' Gha- .
‘na. durmg hér Ma]esty s

pleasure. A
I‘HE PEOPLE

There it is clearly stated
that the executive power in
" Ghana was vested - in the
Queen. which might - be
‘exercised by the Queen or
‘by the Governor-General
.as Her Represemtatrve

Next in order of mention,
is Parliament, which Was

said to consist of Her Ma- -
‘jesty the Queen and the .

National ‘Assembly. "
Then finally -~ we-: come

down to the - Judicature.:

The people are not men-
tzoned anywhere The im-

- 'pressron 1S given that the
- organs-of the State, that is
- the Executive, the Legisla-

, tmin m,odelt,
" on-which our. 1957 Consti-

~misled .into - thinking
~our Constitution of 1957

ture and - the Jud1c1ary, are’
the . highest institutions of

the State,” amongst whom
‘all the powers of the Gov-

ernment are distributed.
In ‘order “words, - all the

powers are distributed te- -
fore they reach the people,
who .are not mentioned at’

all. There is no mention
made.of our national ideo-
logy and aspirations.. -
-Indeed, you may even be
that

Apart from the fact that
- prominence is’given -to.the’

powers of the People, tizere
are other - features "in our
constitution whlch _clearly
demonstrates - - efforts
totally " to deeolomze our

. legal and govemmenta'] sys-
tems.

Article lA.makes provi-’ |

- sion for the establishment

of the Convention Peoples
Party as the one Nationa:

. Party and gives legal recog-

- nition to the C.P.P. as the

vanguard of ‘the people

.their struggle. to builo -~

was just like an ordmary‘

Act of Parhament
[NALIENABLE

It can therefore be appre-

‘ciated why Osagyefo, the
‘President, fought  hard to

teach us to discard such

. 18th Century constitutional

ideas. At - the -Prorogaticn
of the National -Assembly

socialist_society."

Our' ultimate - aim with
regard to the formation ol .
d"eontinental Union 3Jov-

. ernment of Africa .is ex-

on- June 30, 1960, he made -

this very pertment *observa-.

thll . ’
. We have adopted a

,Repuhlican Constitution not .

through any lack of affec-

tion for' Her Majesty nor be-

" . cause of any .dissatisfaction

‘with the way -in which the
office of . the Governor-
General ‘has been discharged.

The people of Ghana have

_enacted for themselves a new
Constitution because of ‘ our

convictions that we need a .

form . of . Government which
will more truly interpret the
aspirations and hopes of the
people of Ghana and give
full expression to the African
personality.”

= Our Republrcan Constr

tution is based .qn; the,doe:

shig i

" of the people. That is why

pressly stated in- Artlcle 2

as follows : .
“In the confident expectanon
of an early surrender ‘of
sovereignty . to .a. Union of :
African States and territories, .
-the “People now confer on ",

- Parliament: the power to pro-
vide “for the surrender of. the
whole or any part. the so-
vereignty - of Ghana : Pro-

 vided that ‘Sovereignty - of

Ghana shall- not ‘be surren-
- dered or diminished on. any

grounds other than the: fur-

therance .of- African Unity”!

"¢ Africa is determmedj
to r1d herself of ‘colonialism
and " neo-colonialism, - then
the most logical step inthis
direction is -the establish-
ment-of a continental Union
Government - for in unity
lies our strength..

HALLMARK

It has. been ‘said that onc -

of the -hallmarks-of-an. ad-;

e

“trin€ of i the 1na11enab e rrgh laws should-not-only be just.

our Constitution starts off -

with the people and mds_

“with them

ASPIRATIONS

It must be remembered

" that. in vesting sovereignty

in the people we are not
1ntroducmg afy new phuo

-sophy. in Ghana."
- By doing that we are

‘entitled to say that we ful-
‘filled, or rather incorporat-
.ed into our. new Constitu-

tion the main features of

our mdrgenous
system

polmcal '

" .. whose.

‘.,vanced -socigty. .is;.that its. .

but also that -they ‘should
be kept up-to-date and b
readily accessible to all vhe
are affected by them.

“The Government is doing
everything in its’ power . to
reduce the negatlve forces
in our law. so as to bring .
_the laws in line, with our
socialist . fransformation

-, There’ is established

Law ~Reform: Committee
“under the Chairmanship
of the Minister of Justice
and - Attorney - General
functions -~ are
mainly to - examine anc
advise on- legislation and
in particular Bills which
are. controversial. or of

o ey e s o ik ot pohe e
collection and a disgrace- : COPY of our Repubhc : Membersh1p .1n.clude-s
‘ful example of archaic, Tnnstitution, you are imm~ - judges,: . representatives
~.moribund and unmsprr-r d1ately made aware of its.  of the Ghana Bar Asso-
" ing legislation. . ." - national ideology" and ‘aspi- ciation - and  ecademic
Secondly, the colomahst ‘rations. - - - lawyers. |
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Extracts from documents whlch have become landmarks rn Afrzcas fzght: for .

"+ Conscious of the respons1b1hty of the Independent Afrrcan States towards those

Afnca

front to achieve speedy hberatlon of thelr countrles

- would restrict in advance thelr total mdependence and h1nder their future freedom i 8

.~ social and economic research, for-the purpose ‘of studying ‘the’forms of -technical
. assistance to Africa and of: training the technicians. whom Afnca needs to ensure

_ mdependence hberfy and unlty, T

tatives: of oyer. ﬁfty aations
- digcussed: the' préssing pro-.
“bléms. of international trade
-and the associated problems
< of the newly-em erged:
‘-natrons economic growth;

Peace, Freedam ‘and Umty

g

FOR FREEDOM

Were keynoted by . deci-

an Conference of Independent Afncan States, Addrs Ababa, June 15th—24th 1960. ~sions adopted last year at-

,' N - l :,_ S -5 S ‘ \‘.
CONSIDERING furthier that the present awakenmg of the people of Afrlca and
the independence movements can.no longer be contained, w1thout the nsk of

- lopment- (UNCTAD)."
-, That conference, attended

* by nearly - 120 -pations ‘was

“seriously compromising relationis between_the diverse nations.” ' . a public trial of the r
' Believing’ that the restoration of natural rights. and human dlgmty to the Afn ofp colomahsm ln er'r;g;rlrg
.~ cans, in those parts of Africa, at present under foreign subjugation, as well as ‘the : }?trade

' peaceful enjoyment of ‘the hard-won freedom by the peoples of the Indepéndent .
. African States, could only be ach1eved through the complete eradication of colo--
-nial rule from our Continent;

' Recalling the .courageous stand taken by the freedom ﬁghters in Afrrca, and
. saluting the i memory of those who sacrtﬁced therr hves in defendmg ‘the hberty of
thelr Tespective countries;

" tion ‘between the - socialist’
-and developmg countries as

tional .economic . relations, .
and . this'’ ‘co-Operation: was ™
responsrble for the positive

-peoples fighting for independence and also of’ the act1ve solrdarrty wh1ch should
be’shown towards all African freedom fighters; - »

- . _Taking into consideration; the petitions- presented by the representatwes of the
natlonahst movements in the non-mdependent countries 'of Africa (Angola, Kenya, -
Uganda, Northern and Southem Rhodesra, Ruanda-Urundl the Umon of South
Afr1ca and South-West Afrlca) : S

- .many - of -whose_decisions
" bear an' anti--imperialist
) and antr-colomal character

EQUALITY

1. Urges the Colomal Powers to ﬁx dates in’ conformrty W1th the wﬂl of the
peopIe for the immediate attainment of Independence by all’ non-mdependent coun-
trres and to communicate those dates to-the people concerned;

2. Resolves that the Independent. African States continue’ to: exert" concerted
- actions to .achieve through' all poss1b1e peaceful means the complete eradlcatlon
of colomal rule from Africa; -

.3. Condemns -the practice of colomal Powers of enhstmg Afrrcans agamst
" their own will, in foreign armed forces to suppress the llberatlon movements in’

The conference approved
by an overwhelniing majo- -
Tity . the important. Resolu- -
~ tionon Principles -Govern-

_--ing International Trade Re- -
- lations and Trade Policies.
~ This fesolution insists on’
the principle. of the sove-
reign - equality “of * states in

‘4. Appeals to the consc1ence of all Afrlcans to res1st enhstment in’ such forelgn ‘
. international . economic in-

armed forces; - .
5 A ppeals further to leaders pohtlcal partres and other orgamsanons of ,non-

independent countries, at this historical phase of their struggle to umte ina natlonal
. ;o rence of social and' econo-

mic systems or level of eco-

. nomic development.

. Important decisions were .
also taken on specrﬁc trade
problems of .keen " interest
to thé new -nations: ‘Ways

| were mapped out of ex-

| ..panding . trad ’

LCOM]NG the recent attamment of mdependence by severa] countrles of

.- Africa; '

Re-affirming its falth in the total hberatron and emanc1pat1on of Afr1ca in the
-shortest possible time; _:-

‘Considering the drﬂicultles w1th wh1ch the emergmg nat1ons of .Africa may
be confronted in “the political, €conomiic and social fields; .

.. Noting that new: forms o ‘ ‘introduced .into. these. termto- .
r1es under" the giiisé of *éconotic: fifidncial and téchnical assistance: &~ ,

- Considering that some of the non-independent countries may out of necess1ty
and under pressure, enter into agreements and pacts with foreign powers which

“which should increase. these

nations’ export earnings and
- give them the wherewithal .
- to speed up therr economlc
- advance. -

.t At the suggestron of the:
, ‘Sovret Union, the conference
* recommended . limiting the -
-rate. of interest on ' state .

of action; - ’
Calls upon all colonial powers to refrain from- any action. which mlght comaf
promse the’ soverelgnty and mdependence of the emergmg States e

R
st

FOR UNITY

_lopmg countnes H 3 per
- .cent. :
.. It was furthermore decid-
“ed to set up special UN. .
machmery on world trade.
- and economic: development

Whereas . prevrously no -
mternattonal “organization
- concerned 1tself with ~ the
. .éntire ‘range of these gies-

2nd All-Afrrcan Peoples Conference, Tums January 25th—30th. 1960 |

The Conference

Affirms the absolute necessxty of turnmg the economy of the Afrlcan :countnes-_
to. the profit of its peoples, and of acting with unlty in the economrc eld as in -/
the political and cultural fields; : .

Proposes therefore the creatlon by ‘all the: Independent Afrrcan States of com-
mon organisations for ‘thé .conduct of finance and cominerce, and of “centres “of -

. ference on Trade and Deve: : -
- lopment- will be - meetmg
Cal i [l periodically.
“lf__\_;, L 'k S e o Tts workmg body is the.
R TR “Trade . and Development
~.*Board, on whrch tre repre-
. sented all the main " groups -
~ of "state — the  socialist, -
“.the ' developed'' capitalist,’
e and the developmg

her gconomic, development and her: social progress; 5
‘Proclaims finally the irrevocation character of the movement towards Afrlcan

The Conference

Sends out a resoundmg call to all the: peoples of Afrrca to redouble thetr
watehfulness so that the. African continent shall henceforth be d land propltrous
to the blossommg of l1berty dlgmty and well-bemg i

The Conference N T S —
Afﬁrms that 1ndependence is a pre-requisite’ to all economlc development .
“‘Declares that the peoples of ‘Africa are determined to work for the econom1c’j;
development and liberation of Africa. for the- benefit and under the control of‘
- the masses. ' -

PRICE TRENDS

How are: the recommen-

.The entire _-proceedings .

‘the . Geneva U.N.". Confe-"

- rence on Trade ‘and -
Deve: under-developed ‘countries -

It saw growmg co-opera- :

_ the key. issues: of interna- .

-"_results -of | the- -conference, -

. tercourse and outlaws dis-.
- crimination based on dJlIe- ;

 loans and credits to deve-~

_tions, now- the . UN. Con-

rexistent’
=GATT (General Agreement'
on - Tariffs - :and " ‘Trade),

Recommends to the Independent Afncan States: .
- The intensification of their efforts to wrest- their respectlve cou _tnes ,from

econormc dependence on the imperialist ‘countries .

- 2. -The refusal to enter into any undertaking ‘with’ forelgn Powers_ Wh]Ch may‘ :
elther d1rect1y or: mdlrectly pre]udlce the movement for the hberatlon and uni

of the Afrrcan contment .

: 3. The development of the co-operatlve‘ ‘system and the harnessmg‘_o th
essential resources of their territories-in the-interests of the masses to €
1ust1ce and raise the hvmg standard of their peeples = . ,

of

nahsatron the dlrectlon of effort

m the'developm toof t
d move along the path of A

cial

datrons of last year’s Gene-
-_conference ‘being- 1mp1e-

““mented? ' How. are -inter-

national-economic relatlons

developing now?

The first thmg to be said -
‘the: underdeveloped

are 'still in severe

~in- therr' foreign

odsthey sell and
world ‘capitalist

orld ‘price trends . bee

I'radé and- Development el
‘Board in Geneva, represen- - AL o’

been destroymg part of

then-llstocks in-an eﬁ‘ort to“

check the falling prices. -
.. Prices. of- the “manufac-
“tured goods, which' the

‘import. from the developed
- capitalist states are; :on ‘the. -
- other hand, increasing. -

This disparity -
and what ' they buy .is re-
tardmg the- emergent coun-’

betweene “
. the prices. of what they sell

Far from a]l the develop-'

belonging - to
GATT ‘however, they have .

natlons

agreed so far to take . part

in -these talks. In the words
-of the American Chrzstzan
Sczence Monitor,

;“they feel generally that the -
- latter” [the Kennedy Round].
would . benefit - significantly-
~only’ ‘the developed coun-,.

; mes is

tries’ economic development REEA T

_programmes.

A good deal.of addmonal» o
foreign . exchange could be
“derived by -these countries
from broader ‘trade in ma- =
nufactures -and - semi-manu- -

factures. But. that the i impe- -
. rialist powers  are ‘bent on

- preventing. As U.N. Secre-

tary-General U Thant has

pointed out,:
“The- whole bras of tarrﬁs

_in the developed market éco-
. nomies’ s demgned to-- drs-
courage local. processing or

~" growth of -industrial ‘export -
~ from' the developing world:”

‘Many.. difficulties - could

be obviated by special tariff
;preferences for the develop-
ing nations on the part of -

_the industrial states.

The
Soviet Union has, beginning
with January 1 of this year,
abolished all duty on.the

-goods of under-developed
.countrres S

i PRIVILEGES o

The- Westem Powers, ‘on
‘the other hand, -instead of -
really easing: the ' position .

. of - the” new- . nations, - have.
- beén giving -tariff pnvﬂeges.

_to-only some of .them, to.

‘the detriment. of the others. .

"For. "examples, already

durmg the’ Geneva: confe--
'rence,

the: : Western-Euro-
‘pean Common Market

granted- tariff - privileges to -

certain African states, there-
by- mcreasmg ' their depen-
dence “on " itself. The:
UNCTAD. Secretary-Gene-
* ral, the prominent Argen-

tine -economist Raul Pre- . -
bisch, - therefore had "’ good -

reason - to -say:

“Unfortunately, there are

are some symptoms that the

~spirit.of ‘Geneva is nat bemg i

apphed, ‘and that on the con-

. trary there is an aggravation

" of the tendency - towards - a
system of dlscrumnatory pre-
" ferences.” ‘

By favourmg some deve-
loping- countries as -against
others, the Western Powers
hope to undermine the soli-

darity - of the developmg_ R

world.

The basrc ‘Western tacti-
_cal line is to evade carrymg
out - the measures decided

on at Geneva, Instead, much
is bemg made of the non-
 “services™

which enjoys ' the unenviable -

reputation’ of.bemg a “nch:
: mens.club” e,

o -;,;,ce_p;eEs-s'ms* "

g i .
pose this’body to the Tra
velopment Board

ere have even -

Fee change o be m?'_f
11;lg»"the ~leaders- of._-_

CONCERN

Thls was the. background
- to- the Trade  and’ Develop-

“ment Board’s second meet- "
‘ing. Qn' the agenda were -

many important items con-
nected - with - the execution
- of the. Geneva recommenda-

tions, among them the pro- -

blems . of world trade, in
primary products and
‘manufacturers, East-West
trade, and also the question
of . preparations for the se-
cond U.N. trade and deve-
lopment conference. -

B Speakers from "the deve-

loping * nations. expressed
grave. concern over the state

of . their countries’ foreign -

trade, Many, difficulties, they
pointed out, . were due to
the terribly slow, mamfestly
insufficient progress in car-

rylng out the Geneva deci- -
' sions.

ot

The representatlves

- Ghana and Pakistan,- of

- Asgentina, Brazil ‘and the
Orgamsatton of Afrlcan
Umty all spoke of this.

The Ghanaian delegates,
i paﬂrcular, -criticized --the
US: and Britain for restrict-
ing imports of primary, pro-
ducts from’ the- developmg
countries.

o “Drsappomtment “over. the

slight progress in 1mplement-"
“ing the. many sweeping re-
- commendations of last year’s
"United . Nations = Conference -

of Trade and Development,”
wrote the New York Jour-
‘nal of Commerce, . . .
: “appears the prevailing theme
on Trade and Development, ”
the developmg countnes

MANOEUVRES

The Western representa-
tives . opposed ~ spec

rangements for the: develop-
ing countries, declarinig that

-only- the \GATT - negotia-
tions would bring them re-

lief. The delegate of Argen-- -

tina, among others, showed
up -these manoeuvres. He

saids
“We ‘are bemg mvrted to

look to GATT and the Ken-
nedy Round for solutions. to

the problems that plague us. -
_ But our view is that effective
_ -golutions for the developing -
‘nations can best. come from
- 'the

JUN. Conférence’ on
Trade'and Development...”
“The most - stiff-necked

-attitude was that of the.

USS. delegates, who came

~ out against any tariff pre--
- ferences for the developmg,

countnes

| NEGATIVE e

ions “on - East-West - trade,

»however :

e trade would also-benefit the
Ui\ economies of the develop-
. ing countries: - i

- Gevena; ‘not: New York, )

fal ar- -

- ;,'Equally negatlve was'
“ -thieir. stand in . the discus- .

they tried to tell the
__;g, did not come thh-‘ '

A dlsproportwnat

. amount of fme: Went_;m':'
- debating where ‘the’ Secreta

!il’dee cmd Development Board»

_riat--of "the - Board' s
have its headquarter =
CALits previous “meeting -

ouldv_

the Board " had decided: fo*

station:' the - Secretanat' i

which ‘was ‘something - of a7 o
‘setback for the West."
Subsequently it had been

. claimed that- in- Geneva
there was-not room enough

{for -the necessary staff. The =
Italian Government  propo-
sed Rome. -Then Switzer-
land, reconsidering, ‘suggest-’

‘ed ‘either Geneva or Lau- '

sanne. The Bnnsh lum
for London. __p ped
Several " of the - “thlrd

-world™ delegates, for their -

part, suggested having’ the °

- Secretariat in the capital ‘of -

one of the developmg coun- -
tries. ) ,

EVASION -

There were also heated

debate over the juridical
Character of the Geneva

conference resolutions. The -
Western Powers wanted ‘to

_dodge resPons1b1hty for ‘the -
developing countries™ econo-
‘mic difficulties, which stem

from the policies of Big
Business, and get out of
complying with the ‘many.
resolutions which are justi--

" fying  this- their delegates
. proceeded to cry that the *

Geneva resolutrons were not
binding.

- The root of the matter
does not lie in their views
on . the -juridical character
of the recommendations of
the Geneva forum, but in =
their wanting to reshape g

_ mternatronal economic rela-

tions” in keeping with the °
dictates of the times.
‘As against these tactics -

~of evasion and delay,. the

socialist countries have pur-
sued a clear and ‘consistent
policy of developing equal
and mutually = beneficial

‘trade relations w1th all na-
- tions.

Their delegation at the :

_meeting of-the Board cited

many facts which demons-
trate that their foreign trade .
is developing in. the spirit

- of the Geneva decisions

The Soviet delegate men-

- tioned, in particular, ~‘that

Soviet turnover with the
developing countries in the -

first half of this year:was

up 20 per cent on the same

_period of 1964; and the big-
- gest increase was in Soviet

purchases from these coun-- .
tries—here the figure was

- 37 per cent. Hungary’s turn-
~over with the developing
- nations is up by 11 per cent T

and Rumamasby 18

USEAFUL':

' Before closing, the meet-

'ing resolved to convene the

second U.N. conference on
trade and development in
the first half of 1967 = -

In ‘spite of the artificial -
obstacles ‘of the  Western .
Powers™ makmg, the megt--

ing was ‘a useful-ome. Its .~
‘decisions . and - the - entire”
. course of the debates show- . .
-ed the true causes of many -
.-of the things ‘which. inter-
- fere ‘with the normalization
of world trade and the eco- - -
‘nomic growth of the young o
.nattons Lo L
~Certainly - the outlook for S
~the work of the UN. Trade'= ~
- ‘and Development Board is.~
i .-not unclouded ‘The struggle: .
fatled to obtam sup- N
- - trends in international ‘eco- . .
~‘nomic relations will conti: - - -
-..nue; But thé forces of 'im-" . © - .

between the “two'. oppos1te‘

perialism and’ colonialism’

stand .on chance of wmnmg S

: And that is. what theLo‘
‘don Economzst ‘must -
ihad m mmd when i
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and-anger. Not so_long ago

would end, as likely as not, -

with the words: The: La-

‘bour Party will do some- "

thing about it

Tn that hope, fnany colou-
red people worked for the

Labour Party, canvassed for-

_jt; and in some areas their -
votes- played an important.
part in Labour’s victory... .

of that:

. hopé, naive in the extreme

' has’ left-

The shattering

" a$ it seems NOW,
" them feeling resentful ‘and
- angry. Politicians will yrom:

now on have to reckon with

that feeling. -
{ FIRST BLOW

The first blow came in
October and November  of

last year, when the Labour -
Government_not only €x-
tended the operation of the .
. Commonwealth  Immgra- -

tion Act of 1962,  but
seemed excessively anxious
about “evasions” of the Act
“they had themselves fought
tooth and nail two years
before. o

. Shortly after came the -
- “proposals for tightening up.

the operation of the Act,
with the threat of further

measures_ if these were not.

“adequate.

hen, in April 1965, after -
Fenner.

~over a decade,
Brockway’s Bill to outlaw
racialism made ‘its appear-

" ance in the disguise of'the

‘Race Relations ‘Bill. .

. It was something of 2
- masterpiece of its kind. Not
only was there no- mention
of the two critical areas of
discrimination—emp lo y-
ment and housing—but n
the areas it-did propose to

. - tackle, a set of proceedings
" was- devised so crude and

* cumbersome that it was
doubtful whether the legis-
~lation would work at all.
When criticisms  of_ the
Bill were voiced (the Com-
‘mittee against Racial Dis-
crimination present.da
most painstaking |and de-

subject) the Government de-
- clared its willingness . to

- THERE is a new mood
-~ amongst Britain’s colou- .
red people today—a mood  230U% I ]
of humiliation, of bitterness:  capitulated to racialist pres-
n sures, both outside its ranks.

eve nssion_of . the' ra-- i |
cial " situation _ in . Britain-

“an ~ historic  document—it.
marks the moment when the
Labour - leadership. - finally-

and within. . - .
“Thé " ¢ontents “of that

against~ just' over 20,000

"a year . previously. - Of “the. .
three categories under which -
“'youchers were -issued, the ..
third, Category C, is to be: P!
B - uon- B

 The
the tempting—and-dishone'st :
way out by adopting impli-
citly the sedulously. propa‘’

discontinued. .
Voiichers will continue to

be issued “to those ‘with a

_specific job to come to, and

to - specially qualified - peo-.
- ple: doctors, dentists, AUr~ "
. -ses, scientists, technologists, -
~ and teachers. Of the Fros-'+
pective immigrant’s - depen-
dants, -only ~his wife cand: -
children under 16" will be -
allowed in-as -of right: - = ™.
- Inckeeping with' this ‘Go--
yernment’s ‘sensitiveness to
“gvasions” of the Act, néw

measures are proposed:-ito

control this deplorable habit -
_of the coloured races. Cer- ..

tain categories of Common-
wealth: citizens, previously

allowed unconditional entry, -
are now._to enter on-condi--

- tions imposed “at the discre-

tion -of the immigration

- officer”.
* Finally,
tary will be

the Home Secre:
given powers of

“repatriation”, “‘if he consi- -
ders the public interest to--

require it.” R
| OLD PROPOSALS

- Readers will note that
none of these proposals . is
new. They were being- put
forward, . from the ~mid-

1950’, by each and every-

“Immigration Control Asso-
ciation” in the country, by

+Sjr Cyril Osborne; Peter:
Griffiths, and by all those '
who - believe that. the only-
‘way. in which Britain. can.
solve the colour problem is
by. not having any coloured |
nd. tion Act, only 53 per cent’
. of the vouchers. issued were -
" actually taken up.- T
At ‘the proposed rate of

people around. .-

" A more cynical and in-
humane piece. of legislation
it would be difficult to ima-

derlying each word printed
hereis the view contain

White:'Paper ‘are by LOW.
“well known. Briefly they-aze-
thése,:*As from August-2,°
© 1965, -there - will- -be - only:
8,500 Ministry -of - Labour™
vouchers issued per-yeat, as :.

~ordinary people’

" principle .

taildd memorandum on the - gine. In-the first place, un-

- a.million colouréd peopte™? -
Y5 it the - “presence” of . ..

rent?) 2?2

relations: -can get off - the

ground *which' does not re-
“cognise”’ that- the: ““colour
problem”; “the: problen- of -
immigrants”, and- all’ those.
~other - euphemisms - we- use,
- amounts’ to. nothing. - fmore;
or less than ‘the problem of
prejudice . -and discrimina-"* Wl ,
e e T "';_the;3,v'vhole.ﬁ-::diScuss‘ion LS
hite Paper takes  based on. the . assumption
that the immigrants. ar

* somehow. - responsible . for .
the wretched housing con- .

gated racialist thesis: that . ditions in which: they live :

‘coloured. people themselves.
-are- the

-In the secé‘n!df p]ace, ‘Aja‘
Labour Government has

" now publicly declared that,

as its contribution to Inter-

national Co-operation Year

and to aiding the poorer
‘Commonwealth ‘countries, it
is proposing to take from
poor nations oné 'of " the
scarcest, fmost. priceless, re-

sources—their trainied peo--
“ple. © o s

As Dr. David Pitt, Chair-

man of CARD, put it re-

cently : “They want our

scientists and'- téchnologists.

But - they don’t  want our
To these sordid depths

has the “New Britain” sunk.
. Simple _humanitarianism,
‘not to mention. . socialist
in .this context,
“might _have - nagged . the
framers of this White Paper
d- - into deleting: this shameful -
- proposal:from -their pages.
"7 Thirdly, the new figure of
8,500 (or 7,500 for the Com- -
monwealth). jtself requires.
“consideration. The -nuraber
_of vouchers issued can be
‘highly’ misleading. For
example, in the first year .

and-a half of the immigra-

issue of 7,500 a year, immi-

gration from the Common-
ed  wealth has not, merely. been

Entry into Britaih (i)f Commonwealth * - s

(i.e. coloured) workers
Entry into Britain of alien
(i.e. white) 'Wdr;kers

" 1963 -

|os0a25 |
| s |

1964 -~ | Y Change g

- =31

14705
4es

42554

-accept amendments of parts |

~of the Bill. |

Since then we have se€n .

the shameful spectacle of
the Labour Government ac-

cepting amendments in.

alliance with. the Tories

(ably led by Peter. Griffiths) - -

against its own “backben-
“chers and others, both'Libe-
ral and Conservative.

' “The third ‘blow came in
June, with the Department.

of "Education- Circular. . on:

" The Education of Iinmi-
- grants. In its lack of clarity -
(e’g/, . the . definition - of

* “immigrant children”), iniits.

~ total evasion of what figures .

©_and statistics are available, .

~"in  its - arbitrariness: {the
magic figure of; 30 per cent

" as the proper ratio of immi-.

N ‘(g_rf,a‘n_t, “fo - non-immigrant

'children), ‘above all in -its-
utter lack of concern for or "
consultation with: the people
who were to- be directly
.affected—the. coloured peo-.. -
ple—that circular sets a new - 3
- staidard for British_public . -

. policy documents. -
""" And finally, in, the
- . days of Labour’s:first sesr

- the White Paper—Immigy:
 tion from the Co;

£ to. that :
. tion, Part TH, to. consider.,
the problem of “Integra-.

jast’

- ral-background

coloured-people are in them-
selves . “problem - people’™

‘that it is the very presernce.
of coloured. people” which

causes racial problems. ...,
" If readers doubt this, they

where, after .specifying. 1

exemplary detail ‘how . the-
. Government - proposes. {0
- keep coloured immigrants
~ ouf, the White Paper .furns
most nebulous sec-

tion”.
~ After

goes.on :
AL
 sence in this country of 1

“from the Commionwealth with
‘different social and -cultufal

. _i_iackg_togﬂds ‘raises a.numb
-+ of . problems and “creates
-rious social tension:

_centrated.” .

-’ What _problems 2.
tensions ? The housing:p
blemis fiot: “raised”, by

“«different social .2l

may -care to turn,to.p.10,

a.concession. (COSt--
ing 'nothing) -about :the .
““most valuable contribution .
_to our economy’: made -by
coloured -people,- the Paper : it .2 _

' R ‘non-English-s
~“At the same time. it must’
-be,'reco:g_ﬁi's,_edi'_-tha_tf_the_" ‘pre:. . chi

’in. this. ‘'White Pape'.r, tha res&aiﬁed%it has virtually -

been choked.

And if we look at the.

facts of immigration ‘into

this country for -the last
‘ year, something of the jpre- x
judiced. logic’ of* this' White " | -
Paper begins to émerge. The:
accompanying table shows -
the direction in which immi- .
gration policy is moving. ..

" The. British - economy
needs extra workers, to meet

“jts_chronic post-war labour '

shortage. The . Government

is in -effect turning off one -

" tap and-turning on_another.:

housing . problem will. ' be - |

eased one bit,.No ene pre- ' |- .

‘tends’ that. schools will find |
al with .| -

‘one pretends that: the

it .any easier o dea

children than.

_coloured people -that “rea-
“tes”. social tensions ?°Or is !
it perhaps the “presence” of . 2.
- prejudice (that ‘cannet. tole- . "
‘rate people who are “diffe- - mace. -A¢ - for v .
) concerned. to: improve.race .. cure a copy-of that report.:.
No. “discussion of race - Icla X : : K
* in this: document . between...
“the stringent “and. specific -
detail of the: measures. t0 -
control - _immigration . 'and .

‘posals for integration... -
“the section - dealing -~

cause of racial pro. - 79¢ 10
SO T T L immigrants is the multiple. occu=-..
- pation of ‘houses .originally. de-.
. signed. for only -one family”.

g alien R

for those

relations; the stark contrast :

the pious generalities which
masquerade. as‘positive pro:

In the
with - housing,- for: example,

" “The - main -cause of . unsatis- .
factory living conditions .among:.

@1).
'Anyone capable. of think-.
ing. consistenly for two mi-

"nutes on the subject ~ will

realise that . multi-occupa- .-
tion; far from being the.
cause of unsatisfactory. liv-

ing conditions, is the resul’, . -

first of the failure of succes-
sive: Governments ‘to make |
any provisions: for the immi- -
grant workers on whose

_backs they bave riden to.

“never-had-it-so-good” : af- -
flzence, -and secondly. of the .
widespread . discrimination .
in housing to.. which. -they:.
have turned - (and -continue
to turn, pace the Race Re--
lations Bill) a blind eye. . .
The British. Government.

has spent upward of £34,000- .

n a Royal ‘Commission’ to

0. Teport on housing ptbbieméif‘:_
id - in:London, the Milner Hol- *

. land Report. . = " S
- Were the drafters of this -
White Paper unable to pro-

or. were they. perhaps mot
sufficiently ‘literate to-read

it ? For in Chapter 9 of the -

Report of the Committee

onHousing in Greater Lon-
don we are told that, apart:
from . the “difficulties ‘which. -

. immigrants’_experience. in .
common with - other pew-

commers, .
" “for coloured v
" these difficulties are. accen-

“tuated by a marked degree
- 'of 'reluctaxicc to ‘make rénted

. accommodation available to
ihem” (p.‘ 194)- i :

‘This. is -restrained Blte-
‘Book prose, but its meaning .

is-unequivocal’s, discrimina-

‘tion..What.doés the "White

Paper. propose in the way
of positive measures ?

. «Localhousing " authorities

already have a wide range of .
~ powers, which, if judiciously.. -
" used, can make a major con- ..

- tribution to:this end: As time

' qualify for rehousing by lo-

cal -authorities either by vir- -
tue residential qualifications-

or through .being displaced

by slum clearance or other

" redevelopment. Thus- it will

become common place -for
Commonwealth -~ immigrants

to be rehoused - by focal
authorities in pursuance of

~ their normal - statutory res-
'ponsibilitie@s.bThis in itself -

will tend to break up ex-

- paradise now.

," "'-‘ -. «ts

;- larity.

Con- ..

‘goes on, “immigrants. - will

“ cessive and undesirable con-.
* centrations. .. .“Local sutho-

« rities, it  is” hoped, do their
utmost to-assist and promote-

- housing = associations 3. which

.Anyone with ' the.- slight-

"est notion “of the complex
..of problems. created by the
" discrimination and preju-
. dice in housing will realise.
what the Government is. .
_doing : it is simply “whist-
ling in the dark”. If pro- .
"‘blems could be wished away

‘so easily, we should be in
“This White Paper is' a

‘milestone : it marks the
extent to which the leader-

_ship of the Labour Party
_has shed every ‘scrap. of
principle in its single-mind-

ed quest for electoral popu-
‘In October 1964, -
. in his opening address on’
: C thé Queen’s Speech, Harold -
sider the following passage? ~ Wilson- uttered some tren-
~ chant and forceful: words :

“Is the’ Leader of the Op-
+ position proud . of ~his . Ho-
nourable Friend the Member
for Smethwick ? -Does . he

_bosom ? Will the:Conserva-
tive whip be extended to him,

- because if he does accept him
‘a8 .a colleague he will
make this clear : he will be-
tray the principles which not
only his party but also his
nation have hitherto had the

right to proclaim. And if he -

" does not, if he takes what
T think is the right course...
the Smethwick Conservatives
can have the satisfaction of

. having topped the poll, .and

" of having sent here as their

‘have integration as one of
i ‘their aims.” (p-11). -~ '

now intend to take him ‘to his -

/7

‘Member 'avn'ne.:‘who. until 5_ -
further General Election

" restores him to oblivion, will - -

. serve his term here as a Par-
" liamentary leper.” '

. And all because

racialist. whip.  But where
have those principles gone °
which were $0 -prominent- -
last October ? Who is the .
leper now ? .

. GLOO M
- When the

gloom -amongst all  those
who have been 'working to - -
improve race relations in

this country. ~The* only

-sound of jubilation came

from the Immigration-Con- .
trol . Assoc iations—the re
actionaries and their allies. -
~ And - understandably, all
those who work in the field

- of tace relations agree that

the racial situation presents

'a bleak .prospect in the
- coming years. '

“The racialists and react:.
jonaries have scented blood
and they will not let up..
And why should they?
Views ~which barely

years ago might have been-

“haracterised as “extremist”.

and “inflamatory” ar€ mow
being promulgated by a

" Labour Government. The

future is with the racialists.
All those who have pin-
ned their faith on the orga-
nised labour miovement, oD
the solidarity and unity in
the fact of reactionary -pres-
sures and divisive. forces,
cannot but view the Labour .
Government’s betrayal with
grave COncern. o
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