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 HIARD on the. heels of the Cairo Conference of
-Non-Aligned States at which fifty nations com-
mitted themselves to a dynamic new formula of a
global struggle agéinst world imperialism, the world
was, last week, rocked by three events of far-reach- -
ing significance. The British working class narrowly
edged out -the government of the British upper

" ciasses. New leaders have emerged in the Soviet - |

* Union, the world's first and most powerful socialist’
state. The Chinese People's Republic has emerged
‘as-a nuclear power and an incalculable reinforce-
‘ment to the world socialist camp. o

These events add up to one thing—a rapidly | Snacteomeric ehc, ureemess

" changing world seene;” ™ 7 RS
- But, we must ask, is the changing world moving
in a direction favourable or unfavourable to the

African Revolution? o . o
. To answer this question, we must assess con-
- cretely what constitutes the essence of the African
'Revolution. Our struggle has three principal charac-
teristics:. . LT R
(i) 1+ is absolutely anti-imperiailst in spirit. tis .
out to destroy imperialism in whatever form it takes
.—colonialism, neo-colonialism or racial discrimina-
tion. "'Africa cannot co-exist with imperialism", says
Kwame Nkrumah. R '
(i) K is socialist in content. On the ruins of colo- .-
nialism .and imperialism we are-buildng a new so-
ciety founded on . equality, progress and social
-+ justice. j S R
(iii) It is continental in scope. We see in the poli-
~ ¥ical unity of the African continent the- ulfimate.

- 'gquarantee of our total.emancipation, our rapid pro- |
* - -gress and our eventual greatness. ’ :

Our considered view is that. the.events of the .
past week add up to a great leap forward in the
world struggle against imperialism. ' :

- . The only point of regret is.that it has been neces- "} wards Africa? -

sary .to further contaminate the atmosphere with .
" radio-active fallout. While noting that ‘the atmos-
pheric test-took place inside 'I'heiorders of China,
we. cannotbut wish that all testings “of nuclear
weapons came fo an end. SR
The new Labour Government in Britain should
* make it easier to solve the problems of Southern
Rhodesia and South Africa more ‘expeditiously in
. the interest of the African Revolution. But in view .
~of its slim parliamentary majority, the Labour
‘Government will have to be pushed over its African
policy. And the most potent force for this exercise’
is an upsurge of nationalist activity inside. the terri-
s - -nged conpled with sustained diploma-
tic action by the O.A\U. and the MNon-Aligned
‘Nations. S o
" The voluntary retirement of Nikita Khrushchev -
seems to open the. door, for.the sirengthening of -

unity among the socialist‘countries. While peaceful .
co-existence will continue to:be a major plank in "
the foreign policy of the socialist' countries, such & |
policy will now be backed:by the united will of the
~ secialist ‘camp. The closing: of ranks within the |
_ socialst camp is a big blow delivered against impe- | -
. R " thezComuionwealth, In other— felyas time goes e

Continuwed on page € -
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~ tions is the easiest:-of the t
brought to-an end
~how long? .

- Mr. Haz_'bld Wilson’s victory

" - those’ who wish to see British
‘policy, especially the foreign
and African policy, take on
" a more up-to-date look. It ‘will

- those who disapprove of -the
“anachronistic ‘and -undemocra-

-Party chooses its leader. Many
. there are who will feel a bit
. relieved” to- find the fortunes

of Britain entrusted to a map

ing. and his- perspective is cer-
tainly. more typical of Britain
‘today than Sir- Alec.
Home. - -
 HOW LONG?'
‘But fbr. how long will

*  Harold Wilson’s Labour Gov-
ernment last in view of the.

* .very slim majority it has in
.the House
Already some. political ana-
lysts are forecasting .another

-~ géneral election’. within' two

years. .
“The political situation in

tion for us. in. Africa. Given
the political circumstances in
which Harold Wilson finds

"look up ‘to the new - Laboeur
. Government for dramatic new
. changes”in.. British.-policy- to~

- The truth is that the British
", elections have prodiiced a poli-
tical ‘
has been given a mandate by
the people. of Britain; but he

|~ has not been given a free hand

to carry out this mandate.”

" This fact may not change
Labour’s 'attitude to African

- . problems. But it will most
_certainly affect the resolve and

.. expedition with which Labour

policy. What -many- Africans
who have no intimate know-
ledge -of - British politics often
. overlook: is . that there is no
fandamental difference between

. oa,§Africa. Both -parties are

| only. as regards the method.

. While: the '_r,gn;ggare the em-
piredparty, ur.:seems - to
gni‘?e:r - promoting . British  in-
terest within the context of

. will bring joy and - hope to:

 also . bring some satisfaction to -

who by his birth, his upbring- :

Douglas-

of. - Commons?:

"’ Africa..

Britain poses a crucial ques-

- “himself,’ ‘can . Africa hopefully

stalemate, - Mr. - Wilson"

. can give effect to.its African

the fLabour and Tory parties

The Labour Party victory in fhé British. general ei.e'c_-:
> three events to analyse. It has-
thirteen ‘years of Tory .rule. But for

' .V_\"ord's,‘" while the lTorieé -,w'é.nt _

colonies, Labour prefers states

- ly but dependent on Britain
in’_ other respects. - R
FEET-DRAGGING
- Equally important in what-
‘ever -calculation “we might
. .make is.the fact that the Bii-
~tish- people are overwhelming-~
" ly in support of keeping -their

. colcnies, A few groups -of en---

lightened Britons -may. hold—
and do- hold—different views

themselves

Jempire. .- .
With the ever-present threat
of a general election therefore,

A - the Labour Party cannot make .
“-an issue of colonial problems.. -

- Our forecast is that on African
affairs’ Mr. Wilson will edge
forward . warily. He is likely
“to reverse the trend in South-
ern Rhodesia- and quicken the’
tempo. of events  in. Basu-
_toland, Swa%iland. and Bechu-
apaland, :but -he_ may decide
to drag his, feet over South-

Mr. :
.have "to be forced. - This will

be achieved if the sore spots. -

in Africa and world diplo-
macy -create a - situation for
Britain. It is -by- going -over
to ‘the offensive on the part

_of. the nationalists of these
. territories..and by mounting -
" larly after the assassination of -

- diplomatic- pressure on Britain
~ by the African, the non-aligned
“and -the socialist - states that

British Government to pursue

- an enlightened policy in-Africa. .

.If we leave the British to
themselves, -Mr.. Wilson will
be bogged down on his African

policy by an :empire-minded. -

_ people,. by -a slender - parlia-

mentary majority and by a -

-public service ‘_0verwh¢1mingly.

‘Tory in outlook. = .
The, preseént: situation further

emphasises: the fact that- the

Jiberation movements in Africa
action. It is clearly unwise to

aﬂgﬂ y -of negotiation . with

ERE N I TR

. Dast week’s. evenfs in  Mos-
cowyare certain to have a big

' infigénce on,
 integnational affpirs. Their. im-

.that are independent political--

on this matter. But the voters -
are firmly; for. the

Wilsom's * hands will .

‘'we can hope to compel the new

relytsolely or- even mainly on -

the conduct of

ITHIN the short space of a single week, the world scene has changed fundamen-
tally. Nikita Khrushchev, at his request, was relieved of his posts as First Secretary =

- of the Communist Party-of the Soviet Union and as Premier of U.S.S.R. The British -
- Labour Party has won the British general elections. The People's Republic of China -
.has successfully tested a nuclear device.: All ‘the indications are that these events will -
- have a profund effect on international affairs. They will, o a considerable degree,
‘influence the course of human history for many years fo come. - L

o ‘The changes in the léader-
ship of the Soviet Union con-
stitute a positive advance for.

world socialism-and. a glowing -
tribute. to the personal inte-

-grity of Mr. Khrushchey.

creating: bad blood. by refer-
. ring disparagingly to Khrush-
‘chey’s “downfall”, ‘‘dismis-
sal”, “disgrace” etcy Other sec-

tions, the 'mouthpiece of the .
-ultra-rightists—of “‘fascist im- -

‘perialism’ "as- Kwame Nkri:

“~mah labels it=are “getiing set

to advocate a tough line, a
line of .intransigence in ‘world
relations. ~ They, like

~ over socialism. .-

-they seem to  assume that'
. Khrushchev’s retirement means

an end to the policy, of peace- "

ful co-existence. Both intheir
- public ‘utterances. and in" notes
sent to world leaders through
diplomatic channels, the new

Soviet leaders have made it

abundantly clear that peaceful

. co-existence of different. social
systems remains; a fixed prin- -

ciple: of Soviet foreign’ policy.

retired at - this point? -

WORLD CONQUEST ?
‘One factor seems to ‘be the

Sino-Soviet controversy on the
general line of the world so-
cialist -movement. The other--

is the trend of world. events
even before but more - particu-

- President ' Kennedy. -
_ The “activities of U.S. impe-
" rialism in South FEast Asia,

and in “Africa, especially in
-Congo - (Leopoldville), have

shown elearly - that the plan-

for re-conquering the world by
.imperialism " is - being pushed-

‘western powers talk of peace-.
. ful co-existence, they seem t&
infer. that their = imperialist
spheres of influence must be

tension : bétween the big po-.
. wers, peaceful . co-existence “as
interpreted up to n{w bas ten-

_ded. to ‘encourage ' aggression

against weaker

and dependent
. natioms,” ° - epe -

R ;'Ifh'é :Hepenaent “and ..fse;mi'-'

dependetit peoples insist on an .
interpretation of peaceful co-.
existence that makes room for -

the early and- totel ehmination
‘of imperialism in all.its forms.

T -'._w,‘_‘

. V'v'iCW. : . " .

. Some sections of the anti-
socialist Western press are busy :

] Gold- -
" water, dream of ““total victory™

e - ‘cow-Peking
Why then has. Khrushchev

especially in South Vietnam, .

by force of arms, When these -

v _leftlgr_eas‘ of oppression and -
diber; - exploitation. While it d
- must.follow the line of.positive - ¢ R o e fe It has cased

PR

- JULIUS

£l

formulation of.

I'he. Sino-Soviet controversy

"has largely turned into a-duel:

between . PeKing . -and Mr.

Khrushchev. The erstwhile So- -
" viet leader .had looked as a-

personal obstaclé to a genuine

. rapproachment - between - the:
.-U.S.SR. and the People’s Re-. -
_public of China. 7. -
" SACRIFICIAL LAMB

But since he is a sincere.

socialist anxious . to' see . the

‘total triumph. of “the--socialist

.cause, Khrushchev did-not he-

-sitate to make himself the sa-
‘crificial lamb in the cause of

_socialist unity. -He has ‘sub-

. merged self to the greater
I . . good of the socialist’ cause. It
- These reactions-to-the Mos- -
. cow events are wrong because -

is here that we catch glimpses
‘of the statesmanship of Khru-

_shchev as-a leader and of his

greatness of soul as a-man.
The message of congratula-

" tions sent to the new .men in-
the Kremlin from--China has

been couched -in very warm

‘and affectionate language. The’

wav now seems clear for closer
unity of the socialist ranks
ths world ovetr. - This should
follow .on the wake of Mos-

achieving - it.- Negotiations be-

- tween East and West remain -
-important but are mo longer -
-the- first "weapon in -the ar-:
- moury of world: socialism. The

- premier position -in socialist

strategy for world peace now
seems to go to the unity . of
a. strong socialist’ camp. Next

“place goes to the unity of all -

forces in the world fighting

‘against imperialism. The unity
‘of the socialist camp-and the

co-ordindation. of - all world

‘forces. fighting imperialism,
‘colonialism and neo-colonial- .

ism will then be used as the

~ driving force behind negotia-

tions with the imperialist states.
This is the only way to make
sure - that the negotiations

serve the interests of mankind -
.and ‘not. those of
finance capital. o
.. There. are reassuring sigr

international

By

‘of -non-aligned states . has
given a concrete and: powerful
this point - of

-rapproachment
which is imminent. L

 Behind all this is_a- signifi-
" ‘cant reassessment of the world
- scene. ‘While there; is still the
- commitment to world. peace,
it seems there has been a re-
evaluation of the strategy for.

- "The

"“In our time, the causé of . .-

peace and social progress ine
creasingly depends on .the
strengthening of thé tohesiom -

~ of all anti-imperialist forces,. -~ -‘
above all, in the unity of the *

.socialist countries.” - .
" This approach to world pro- .
blems offers the best possible

conditions for 'a. rapid ‘and-

powerful development of the .
national -liberation_ movements -

- -the world- over.

" The explosion of a nuclear
device last week by the Peo-.

+ ple’s Republic of China has -
- brought added "confidence 1o .

the friends of China and utter.
dismay to. her enemies. It is :
an event that is -bound:to .
-compel a sober re-appraisal . of
the relation of. forces in.the
world. Jt . has helped “to tip

the scales more in favour of =

_the enemies- of .imperialism, -
. . The United' States of Ame- _

" rica, the implacable foe of .

-the Chinese socialist ‘republic, -
has reacted by raising an’
outcry’ against - pollution -
‘of the atmosphere by the Chi-’
-nese test. Progressive Africa -

is concerned. not .only with "

tests of nuclear weapons but
-with the-whole problem of nu-
clear weapons. .

SELF-PRESERVATION
if'orCed" China to ‘her action are

“obvious. For fifteen years; her. . g
existence has not been.recog-

‘nised by U.S.A. She is ringed -
round. - with American war .
bases containing nuclear wea- -

pons. She has been refused

*-admission ‘into the UN: And -

_her security has been threaten-
ed by the recent rift in the so-
‘cialist camp. No objective ana-
lysis can fail to appreciate the -

fact that the Chinese effort- . .. -

"has been dictated primarily by -
s¢lf-preservation. T

" defence is further strengthen-
ed by two facts—China’s di-. .
plomatic moves to .explain Fer -

position to nations of the .

world, including US.A., before. -

the miclear device was tested; -

and her solemn pledge that .
she will
use 'nudaq' ‘wegpons.

demand an'end to all tests of
‘nuclear- weapons. However, it

- should be pointed -out that im--

. iring Signs perialism has no moral right -
that the new Soviet :leaders- ' to decry the Chinese test while -

accept this; re-evaluation of the
‘anti-imperialist * strategy. The

new First Secretary of the

.Communist Party of -the So-

- viet ‘Union; -Leonid Brezhnev, .

speaking to the RUssigw-

-

it is “itself busily engaged 'in
.the " proliferation - of nuclear

weapons by underground tests. - S
If, 'as scientists - point  out, . -

atmospheric ‘tests pave - the

At

o'

e

circumstances- that

' The Chinese position of sélf- - - -

never .be .the first to- =

‘The imtefésts” of mankind-

‘
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" American -ambassador
replaced Timberlake, became

... residence
- .Adoula, “ Mobutu,
and other persons closely asso-

_ciated with the U.S. ambassa-

. Adoula’s - closeness
. Americans. The more pro-

| VIL UNDER THE RULE

"OF NEW BOSSES

IT has already been: poinfe
7 the idea of the complete
~ American monopolists, whic

- not Katanga alohe, called

- ‘Congo was also necessary to carry out the plans.o
bridgehead for subversive activities against other
of bringing them under U.S. control.- . '

The United States was in no hu r ry to reunite

 August;

" Katanga with the rest of the country. It wanted Katanga'

1o be reunitedsunder a pro-neo-co_?l

~golese governmenit which would serve
the expense of the Congolese people. It took America
nearly 18 months fo achieve its aim, beginning in.

1961, when the Adoula government came to

onialist central Con-

~power, -and right up to the end of .1962 when, follow-

By the middle of 1962
Edmund A. Gullion, the new
who

- a sort of governor-general of

‘the Congo. Since the summer

of 1962, Gullion started giving
_regular bachelor parties at his
“on - -Wednesdays. .
Bomboko

"dor were. permanent guests- at
these parties. Here all the cur--
rent affairs were decided over

" a glass of whisky and soda.

" Generally speaking, by this

- time the Americans began to

feel quite at home in the Con--

go -and- enjoyed - practically

“complete’ power. Their; emb-
assy staff
. than 200 members. Besides a
military attache, the Ameri-

cans also have a naval and air -

force. The . U.S. ambassador
~and military attache have pri-
vate planes in which they fly

" .to any region of the -country

without éither seeking. the

permission _of the Congolese .
Government or even notifying ~

it. In the Congo the Ameri-.
cans - behave like -conquerors

*. " in an occupied country, com-
* -pletely disregarding its sove-
- reignty and national -dignity.

A correépondeht " of the
Chicago Sun and Times. pro-
claimed in exultant tones in

‘rectly expressed that if form-

~ erly that country was known

as the Belgian Congo, it is
now becoming an American

' Congo, .even -if this is not

ggnerally known as yet”.

" The correspondent’s: exulta-

_ tions were somewhat prema-
_ ture. The forces of the nation-
.alists - were by no means des-
‘troyed despite the fact that
they had been, deprived ‘of
their best leaders. They con-
tinued to control the parlia-
ment -on which the fate of the
the Adoula goyernment. de-
pended.. . I

"Fhere ‘was a reverse side to

nounced his. dependence on

- ambassador Gullion became,
. " the.more his prestige dropped
.in the nationalist circles and
- consequently, in ‘the parhia- °

- ment. Those members of par-
" liament who had at first be-.

. lieved 'that Gizenga had been |

*"arrestéd for organising an anti-
government plot soon realised
that they had been deceived.’

‘Neither "Adoula nor anyone.

else could supply convincing

~_proof of this version. All de-
mands to give Gizenga. a fair .

“hearing in parliament -were
ignored. : o

" The 'lc;ﬁger' G_iienga lan-

 guishéd in’ confinement with--
. out trial the more - obvious ‘1t .
_became that his arrest was

illegal, that his imprisonment

‘had been an arbitrary act on.

. the part of the government
and that a

" store for other. leaders, inclad--
ing” members of  parliament,
objectionable to the . go -

- ment. It also became clear that

Gizengd had been arrested to

&liase the; Americans and that

numbered = more -

to the

similar-fate lay in

Adopla goverament was

" ing the arrest of Gizenga, all patriofs and *rue nation-
alists ‘were removed from the government.

"in " actual :fa-lét on their péy_-:

roll. - .

Now Adoula was ever more

often met with boos and cat-
calls in -parliamient. He "was
prevented from speaking. He

as accused of being “in the
pocket of the Americans”. On
March 3, 1963, the New York

_Times expressed anxiéty as to

the outcome of the American
“game” in the Congo because

the Adoula ‘government was.

supported’ by the minority in
parliament and ~continued to
exist for the sole reason that
its opponents could not get a
two-thirds majority necessary

for removing -the government’
-under the "Fundamental Law.

Adoula|of arbitrariness- and
subservience to ambassador
Gullion It also ‘held him res-

ponsible for doing nothing to -

{

restore | the territorial - unity.

of the Congo and for protect-
ing the linterests of the United

States ‘which was engaged  in-
‘backstage: activities in-.Katan-
ga, Washington’s decision to -
put an end to Katanga’s sepa-"
‘ratism was motivated, among

other things, by the desire.to.

strengthen the positions of the.

«Adoula government by depriv-

ing the -opposition of the

“Katanga argument”-and at
the same - time’ -strengthening
its own influence in"Leopold-

~ July, 1962: “In ‘political con- - _ -~ -
" versations held nowadays in
Leopoldville the hint is indi-

- 1963). the UN operations 1n

Katanga in December, 1963, -

" were preceded by the conclu-
- sion of a “genuine dgreement”
" between the American govern-

ment and Adoula. Adoula was

given assurance that the

United States would" support-
his pretensions to become the

leader of the one and only
. political _party which would

rule the Congo. (And soon

such a party, named the Con-

- golese - Democratic Party was-

created with the participation

. of Adoula, Mobutu, ‘Bomboko™ -

and several other pro-Ameri-

" can leaders). Adoula, on. his
“part, had to agree to-make the -

- American ambassador in Leo-

poldville his adviser; Adoula

also promised to -reject - the
policy of non-alignment and

- guarantee’ American capital-

. investments. (Such a treaty on
_guarantees” was. signed soon
-after): .

" enga was still in confinement,
while the behaviour. of. the
.Americans became. ever. more

brazen. . . -

"By the autumn of 1963 an -
_agreement began to shape out.
between the opposition ‘parties-
on the ‘unity of action. The -
- that- Adoula,” who had ' been
- spoiling ‘for ‘power, ‘served as.
_a’ mere- front~for - the:* Binza -
group- ‘which - had ‘actually

trade unions launched a sharp
~attack ‘on the government.
They wére dissastified with the
fact that nothing was done to

.normalise the economic situa- - _ _ :
- torship in: the.country with-the -
_help of the United States.

-tion. -and. . that: the " working
people were suffering from in-

_ flation, unemployment, lack of
. medicine, ‘etc. “Andre

Boboliko,.  General-Secretary
of the union of the Congolese
working - people,- . called -~ the

h were out to seize the wealt
for the restoration of the unity of the republic. A united
f turning the republic into a vast
African countries ‘with the aim

Washington-at =~ -
.. On September 25, govern- -

The |parliament accused

. EMERGENCY LAWS
The trick with reuniting ®
Katanga did not serve to"boost

* Adoula’s . prestige. in the par-"
liament in any measure. Giz-.

lth of the whole country.and

‘flaged ‘colonialist committee -
which -was openly following .
-in the wake of the great.

powers.”

ment, partroopers and other

units dispersed a peaceful de--
‘monstration of working people
in. which representatives of

the nationalist: parties, mem-

- bers of parliament and trade 8

union leaders took part. The

demonstrators. demanded. the..,

release of Antoine Gizenga.

A stormy session of parlia-
ment was held on ‘the. next

day. The. deputies elected a .
commission ‘to visit Gizenga

and check on his health. But,

on September - 30, Kasavubu -

dissolved the parliament  for
an indefinite period. Nationa-
lists were rounded up and
arrested in Leopoldville.

“On October 21, when -
‘Adoula returned -from his trip
"to -the United States, all pre--
~parations had been completed -
for the_ introduction of a state - arid the army numbered 35.
- thousand ' servicemen.- .~

of emergency. All civilian

- ¢ourts were dissolved.and re--
.placed 'by. military tribunals.-
Power in Leopoldville. was

placed in the hands, of a three-

“man military ‘junta headed by

Defence Minister Jerome
-Anany. In one of his first de-

‘crees Anany banned the acti-

vities of the nationalist parties
—National Movement of the
Congo,- African

Union Party. Warrants were:

-issued for the arrest of their
‘leaders. . o

BINZA GROUP

- Since then .- -triumvirate

acted in Leopoldville. besides
the Adoula government. But,

- S " the actual.power was in the
~ According . to the - French
Tribune  de -Nation ~(January, .

hands 'of a third party—the
so-called Binza group. .

ral Mobutu, the Congolese
army = commander, !
chief Victor Nendaka, Justice

Minister. Bomboko, Albert

" Ndele, chairman of the natio-

nal bank and Alphonse Kam-

" bale,- State . Secretary of the
Ministry of the Interior. This"
group held all the key posi--

- tions  in' the Congolese state. -

It controlled the army and -

secret police,” the gendarmes
and finances. This enabled

‘the Binza group to spend all”
the money they wanted to:pay-

their soldiers, gendarmes and
agents of the secret police.

" The ties between the Binza
‘group and the. Americans were

‘of long, standing. Mobutu was -
. .appointed: Commander- -

in-Chief of ° the - Congolese
“army and Nendaka Security

Chief under _direct pressufe
from -Washington. However,
the. Americans . preferred to
keep them in the -background

“in reserve as 1t were, until the
appropriate time. And it was.

only. when- they  became'. con-

vinced that they could nét win
* the parliament over to their
“side’ that they .decided- to dis-
“solve it and:hand over power
-to the Binza group. It . was an

open secret -in - Leopoldville

establisied a military dicta-

No miiitary dictatorship

can exist: without:-a .- strong

army, large ‘gendarme force .
.and: extensive secret

Adoula government a camou- - network. . And : the United -

“the army and:gendarme con- -
- golese ~army exclusively - by

Ongy an . Solidarity:.
Party; Populat®Convent Party -
and the African Democratic -

" .destroy the entire nation. The
_view is expressed in Washing-

‘side of those who can name
The Binza' group. was a - '
clique” of Congolese .leaders
.most closely linked 'with the
.Americans. It included Gene- .

-security -

"training of the

Major-General - Trumag,

police -

d out 'l'hafl',a'l"no"l'irﬁe did 'A}nérica’n_diplofﬁacy-suppbri-; R o
‘breaking up of - the Congo. The interests of 'the =~ . TR

" products. Not to be ‘outdone

“causes. - :
in the booklet :i—

sire to control this continent

1. . of the O.A.U. is because she
booty in the world.” "~

" 'This’ article is .an extract-from *“The Tra-
. -gedy of Congo”, a pamphlet published by
‘a study group-in Nigeria about the pro-
" blems of the Congo. -We consider this .
" booklet of much significance vis-a-vis thé
perennial unrest in the- Congo and its root -

“This significanice lies in the following,
as in ‘many ot.her,‘{saliel_it_ peints _unveiled -

“(a) America’s policy towards Africa is
- actnated by "the overriding economic. de- .

. (b) America’s hea dstrong interference
in the Congo despite the sirong opposition

* Congo “the richest morsel of -the richest

chicanery:to

- (d) Americ
- _has_played: it

~ results -show.
which one of -

" the whole .of

considers the .

<

- . Congo.

(9 In these endeayours, America stops
. at nothing, and uses every subterfuge and

succeeded in- “eliminating . Belgian - and
- English influence in  the Congo and is- in-
- virtual control of the present governnient.

over the Congo is of Iong standing and she "

{ R ) America’s - ignominous role in the
her. journalists, John Gunter, describes as - Congo is a clear pointer to the danger that ..
" the “richest booty in the world”. - A
. -Obvigusly the booklet will be of:great

interest to.our readers, most of whom may .

be desiring just such a succinct account of -
- the background to- the upheavals in the-

achieve her ends. She  has -

a’s 'sﬁiiggle' for ,_Néup'reniacyv} .

‘with. consuinate- skill as the .

~ Africa fac‘es.g

Stétes saw to this. well in ad-~
vance. Washington spared no
money . to boost and - increase’

tingents. On: the eve of inde-
pendence the Congolese police
riumbered 9,000 men, and the
strength . of . the .army was
about the same. By the end of
1663, the police’ force had -
grown to 25 thousand men. .

~ The -"Americans -hold that
the Congo needs a still bigger -
army. The country occupies-a -
vast territory and' there is a

_strong centrifugal tendency in

the provirces. Force is needed
to contain this tendency. The
more so that America’s rivals
as. was shown by the events-in
Katanga, -will ‘not-fail to use -

_these secessionist tendenciesto .

their “advantage.. Force is also
necessary to -contain the na- .
tionalists who cannot be des-
troyed, as it is impossible to -

ton that the army, as the main-

torship, should be controlled
by the United States since -
thére is always the danger that
this group may deflect to the

a higher price. =~ - -

True, as yet. one’ can rely

s
<.

the'aegis of the UN. But, the
Afro-Asian” group
the reorganisation of the Con-
NATO states .. and’ Israel
which they regard as an Ame-
rican satellite. - - -
_Washington, as usual, ignor-
ed the opinion of the -Afro-
Asian countries. When Gene-

“ral-Mobfitu visited the United
States in May, 1963, the Ame- -

ricans arranged with him. that

the plan for the reorgaiisation -

of the Congolese army would

be carried into life outside the.
framework of the UN. There- *

by the United States grossly

_violated the UN decision ban-

ning the rendering of military

" aid to the Republic of Congo

through any other channels
besides the -UN. It has repeat-
by refusing to pay heed to
the O.A.U. resolution against
its military intervention in the

. Congo, and even going so far

as to discounfenance a dele-.

) 1 ~gation deputed by the O.A.U.
stay of the Binza group:dicta- .~ < - T
- The reorganisation ‘of _the

‘Congolese army 1s financed by

_the United 'States. The - bulk

of arms .and, consequently,
military - instructors -~ is also

- supplied by Washington. - A
. large U.S.. military mission is

already busy in the Congo.

on the UN -troops. But they. The Americans are not satis-

cannot remain in the .Congo -
for ever although such plans-.
have been coatemplated by
Chester Bowles, the former

U.S. Under-Secretary of State.
It took.a major effort on.the
part of the United States to -
incline the UN in. favour of

prolonging the imission of the.

‘UN troops in _Congo until
July

1, 1964. And what then?

In a dispatch. from Leopold- -

_ville -(October, 1963) the New

York Times admits_that - the
very idea that the UN troops

' might leave gives. the "Leo-.

poldville ruling circles - - the
feeling  that the ground is
slipping from under their .feet.

US.  CONTROL OVER
_THE ARMY

To . strengthen their posi-
tions the -Americans put for-
ward a plan for the so-called.
reorganisation or extension.’
' Congolese
army. True, officially -this plan

was . proposed. by . Mobutu. .-

However, one-can hardly attri-
bute such an initiative to him:
Moreover, he 'advanced his

.plan - early in 1963 ‘after’ the .

visit of an American military -
fission - to~Léopoldville -(De-.
cember . 1962)  headed " by .

nephew of . the former -presi-. .
dent, R WhiCh iétﬂdied -

ey PN

- needs ‘of the; Ccfrfgdlé;sev army”.”.

RN

It “had *been - proposed. , > sti :
' -complicated :by - the fact that . .-
many Belgian: firms and- busi-:
nessmen operating in  other-
provinces of the Congo were -
curtailing their activities .and ’
closing downtheir enterprises.
:As a-result. this source of in-

. come was also running low. . .

initially -‘that® the* reorganisa-

“tion" .of the Congolese army- .
.would be entrusted to. a_ con-
‘sertium

made up of Israel,
Norway, Italy, Belgium . and "
Canada which would receive
material aid. from ‘thc Urited
States ‘and” would - act . under

““L’Union . Minjere” '
Tshombe" the: central govern-..
ment’s-share,-of dividends-and -

fied. They are striving gradu-.
ally to take over the entire
process of training the army.

“The New York Times warned
‘that if the trainirig of the Con-
golese army is not improved

considerably, the United States

“will have to increase .the staff

of .its military mission in Leo-
poldville - and. give. it ' greater

attgption (September _7, 1943). -

| Waslﬁngton can '.hardly, be.

expected to come to any other

‘conclusion. For diréct control -
over.the armed forces of the .
“Congo is the most reliable
guarantee against the appear-.

ance of a’ government in Leo-

poldville which would oppose-

the implementation of -the
formis the basis of all U.S.
policies in. the Congo.

. ECONOMIC CHAOS -

One ‘of the .:céscfns.I whythe

“Unitéd States was’in no hurry
" to reunite . Katanga - with  the
‘test of the Congo ‘lies in’the .

fact that the “independence’
of the province  placed the

central government in very

difficult financial --straits..
‘Minjere”

rent for concession rights. ‘The:
situation was made still more:

in the,
United Nations objected-.to .

“paid.

[ER
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. _Here are some figures char-
-acterising the desperate finan-
cial and economic situation of
the Congo Republic ‘during
.-the period of Katanga’s seces-
* “sion. - o L,

In 1961 the deficit of the
budget comprised. 9.3 :billion
francs while the correspond-

ing figure for 1962 was al- -
/ billion francs..
There were 6.8 billion bank--

ready 13.4
notes :in circulation ‘in-"1960;
whereas the  corresponding
figures for 1961 and 1962
were 10 billion and 13 billion
respectively. Congolese cur-

-against the end of 1960 (taken
.~as 100 -points). In 1962 the
‘il¢urrency receipts were a mere

ed this affront in recent fimes ‘,:‘5.6 .billion francs -as- against’

20.billion francs in 1958. This
. made. it necessary to cut down

.sharply on imports,~As a' re-:
shortage of-

. sult,. a .severe
'goods developed and a flou-

", into being. -

. rishing black market came -

" .In 1963 European goods
were sold in Leopoldville at
-prices' 5-6 times higher than
“those in Europe, and often
‘they were rot available even
~at such an exorbitant price.
_ People began to go- shopping
to neighbouring Brazzaville
which led to.a rapid rise- in
- prices in that city. o

SMUGGLERS -

.. Contraband trade is haying
-a very baneful effect on the
economic situation - in  -the
Congo. This

East-Indian Company and the
discovery of America. .

o We—'have' in nind the sﬁiﬁg-

‘coffee, tea and cotton out 'of
. the. Congo.__Priority -in_ this
“seemly” business-goes- to- the
‘Americans: embassy . officials,:
“advisers and  experts, mem-

. widescale plan- of " expansion - “bers of U.S.. missions flooding
.elaborated by the Wall Street-
monopolies, a plan . which’

- the - country. UN officials,

many of whom ‘are Ameri-
cans; are not averse to.taking -

" a hand in the game.

Contraband is quite openly

. taken out of ‘the country
_through Leopoldville airport..
However, for a long time the

main channel was the Elisa-

bethville -airport, since it was’
quite easy.to deliver diamonds,

- gold :and silver' to Elisabeth-:

‘ville from Southern ' Kassai."

There ‘were some _resourceful

.smugglers- who even managed -
_to take whole - frain-loads .of
- copper ore out of the country. -

! _dutjéfree. -

3 ,'ééog'dfng to. the f_Wasﬁfné—i‘
ton: Post’ (January 16, 1963),

-alone ran into 50 million. dol-
lars in 1961 and 41.5 million
dollars in 1962. This exceeds
‘Bhie overall sum ‘of American

~trio. has

. ‘estate jn
;eéxample, t.é?z

rency was rapidly depreciat-
ing..In 1962 the price. index. -
soared to 239.5 points as -

gling of diamonds, gold, ivory,

-the Congo’s losses from .con- .
traband trade - in - diamonds

aid to. the central government,

3
H

embassy employees have ne
scruples - about engaging- ¥®

e ‘, UN .().iﬁt:iail.s.‘ ,Aa'n'd Americas 7.

. black marketing with the aip» . -
. of enrichment. They sell everye -~

thing: from whisky, cigarettes
lighters and .cosmetics. to food

by the- Americans, the local

rulers -also. engage ‘in_ black
~market ~ activities. Mobutu.
_Nendaka and Bomboko alsa
- have a finger in the pie. They

misappropriate. valuables cop-
fiscated - from smugglers, as.

~ well ‘as part of the money pro~

' vided by the - Americans t®

.pay the, wages of servicemen-
gendarmes, secret police agents
and government officials. This
‘opened -private
~accounts. in ~the = banks
Brussels and even owns real
Belgium. Fog

- and ‘Bomboko. -

|~ ' THE WORSE—THE

) “Plaza” hotel i® .
- Brussels: belongs to- Mobut# -

BETTER = |

_Various American missions

these -years have been striving

. operating in the Congo during; .°

" to aggravate the ~economic

. difficulties -of -the country.
Thus, they insisted on expand=
ing the. police apparatus- and
the  armed forces. which
absorbed tremendous sums:- of
money.. - R

. True, the United States

rendered , the “Adoula :govern-:

‘ment aid. However, this aid
was insufficient to rectify the

cover. the arrears of the central
* government in- wages' to . its
servicemen, officials, ‘etc. . -

LA

I
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situation - and" could barely: .

Herein, 'JWashingtbn»' pro- '

ceeded from the premise that
the worse the economic situa--

atmosphere- of the " central
government  ._on

‘tion in  the ‘Congo, the better -
it is for .the United States. An- - -

American_ -

_handouts; . made - it easier for .,
the - United States to ~secure |

various privileges and conces-

sions for the American mono='"

-polists. . -

" WALL STREET’S .-
-~ OFFENSIVE

Foreign trade was one of
the main_instruments of Bel- -
.-gium’s control over the eco-.
nomy of- the Congo.-Up till
1961 Belgium was responsible ~

for-30-35:per cent of the Con- G
go’s imports. But,.in 1962 its

share dropped to 15 per.cent.

The -positions -forfeited - by '._
; Belgium were taken over to .-

" a considerable degree by the
. American monopolists.. The’
Americans used_the system of

¥

“conditional credit” as a kind =
- of battering ram which paved .- -

into. the sphere of Congolese

lated -that . this money be used
‘United States

seen from- the fact that the

; . thé way for American capital "
4 scourge . has - o
acquired such dimensions that -

it recalls the'dark-days of the - trade.. In “granting. the. Congo " '°

credits the Americansystipu-

“for financing imports from the -
-alone. " The . |
scope of this operation can be .

“conditional - credit”’" granted -~

to .the Leopoldville ;.govern-: .
ment by the United States-
comprised the tidy-sum of a -

billion Belgian francs.

The French
‘Echo wrote .in January, 1963,
that complying . with . the

demand of Washington, the ~™

- newspaper -

central Congolese government . -
favours . American  suppliers - - ¢
when it provides private firms -~ .
with:foreign currency:.to make = -

purchases  "abroad.,  Belgian:

“entérprises

in . .the Congo,

which still form the nucleus ' .

of ‘the Private sector in that
cguntry, found - themselves

fa®éd with a.situation where =
they could- neither renew nor .
even repair their equipment. .

‘ment guaranteeing ~American

. capital investments. The capi-

" In 1963 the Americans pres- ..
. sured the Adoula government. .
into signing a unilateral agree-~ -

tal of othér countries, includ- -

ES

“such’ privileges..
. After - that the

_ing Belgium, does” not enjoy

American . .

" KAINW company set up its .

P
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o SO FAR we have outlined the growth of the c.élo"n'ial‘ éysfe'mi analysed it énd;seén

~ how it is essentially an outgrowth but an indispensable element in the develop-

‘ment of the capitalist system. We have made a short but critical analysis of the
- capitalist system and contrasted it with the socialist system. We have thus known ™ * -
- the nature of each. o o i

From this standpoint we are to make our'.chovi‘ce_. a

- choice between a plgnned-and an unplanned economy,

‘between a controllable and an uncontrollable system,
between an efficient and an inefficient system. We are,
in the final analysis, asked to choose between applying
reason to the problem of economic development and

leaving things to blind chance. - o ,
' ) crete terms, viz, if we choose -

Obviously, it is. surprising

- . that any should question the

.- the courageous.’ ,

* application of reason to an all-

important question like econo-
mic development. Thus simpli-

" fied it sounds preposterous that
" any should raisc a_finger of

protest against such a propo-

~ sition. But it is as simple as

that. And why -this is so, we

*.shall find out presently.

‘It is in the nature of man

 ‘to resist change and stick to

the old, to cling to the known

and shrink from the unknown,
to facé the familiar.and cower
- before the unfamiliar. It is
" easier to be conservative than
to be radical and- .réevolu--
_tionary. Change means effort
and courage, but most men are .
. lazy and cowardly. It takes a
" man to be radical and revolu-

tionary, but few.there are who
are manly men. In the pro-

" blem of economic develop-

ment, therefore, we are asked_
_to choose between the co-
ward’s way of life' and that o

A MIRACLE

_Now no-one would like (in
fact it is mot in the part of
wisdom) to make sacrifices
where sacrifices ape- unneces-

* sary. This does not mean that
" no sacrifices need be made un-"

-der capitalism, indeed, as we
know we may make - greater
and less rewarding sacrifices.

. Ifs attraction lies in its conser-
vatism. It is the old order and .
“hose “who have drank old

. wine dislike the new bécause:
- ‘they say: The old is.good.”

Men resent the effort and
gourage that structural changes

demand. And they will not -

‘summon’ these. powers unless
they .are convirced their em-
ployment- is necessary. This

has always been the case. Men -
“resented the structural chan-’

ges that the capitalist system

" brought. Even Adam Smith,

the father of economic science,
far  from championing the
cause of the new industrial

_class of his time, upheld the
. old order. It was Marx, para-

doxically, who realized the
indespensable role that. the

*pew order was bound to play
- in the devélopment of human
" society. He saw the necessity
*"* for the change; but was appal-
~"led . by the i

overwhelming
~-waste in human and mate-

" rial resources; he was distres-

" 'sed over the incalculable cost -
~in human sufféring that the

Industrial Revolution engen-
“ dered, hencé his advocacy for

" conscious ‘direction of future

- change. This is what is labelled
- radicalism and it is the neces-
- ity for.such radicalism in the -
- developing countries. of the
world that is the moot ques-
- .tion of our time. "~ :
: Capitalism represents a ma-
* - jor breakthrough for man.
Developing from the ruins and’

-ashes of the old feudal sys-

:_ ‘tem, it severed man from Lis

ATHT Y ognfs f e
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past and transformed his way

‘of life beyond the fondest

dreams of the visionaries of

. the Medieval Era.

" That capitalism wrought a

. “miracle in the life of man,
" " there is no doubt, but that
_ tliis miracle can be duplicated -

" in all times and climes, is high-
" ' ly debatable.

In- our present assay -we

* ¢hall attempt a dispassionate
- éxamination -of the” chances
“which our economies stand if
. --we adopt capitalism. That is,
if we should, despite-its legion
of limitdtions, choose the
. pitalist system, are Our pros-.
-, pects bright or bleak; and if
- "the latter why should it be

ca-

-sQ?' .

We can c'ast,. the . ﬁrSi»Pal't

- of the problem - in - more-coa-

- tory.

. 'If on-the ©O

the capitalist mode of develop-
ment, how fast “for instance,
if ever, shall we bridge the
gap between our standard of
living and those of the highly

developed countriés such as

the United States and Cana-
da ? Professor Benjamin Hig-

_gins of the Univegsity of Texas .

replies "us in ‘curt fashion:

' “Reducing the gap may. not

prove -possible....” For, as

. he goes on to say, ‘“‘even in
Latin America where present .

incomes and growth rates are
relatively high, a-level of . per-

‘capita income one-third of .the

United States level may prove
unattainable”. (Italics in the
original). - : -
The United Nations Depart--
ment of Economic and Social

Affairs gives a dismal. confir- -

mation of this disheartening

" opinion. From their 1955 pu-

blication, Analyses and Pro-
jections of Economic Develop-
ment ; A Study Prepared by
the Economic Commission for -

Latin  America, we read: .
“In 1953, average. per capita -

income in Latin - America
stood at 248 dollars (at 1950

prices), or slightly less "than -

one-cighth of that of. -the
United  States: (2,000 dollars).

The targets for a development -

programme should always be
az’zl’ainable_ within ‘a_reasonable
period of time, -but it would
be-\ expecting ‘too much to sug-

pita figure could be reached
over a “short period. In order
to discover the first unknown
quantity, the ‘figure for the

Upnited States may be reduced
by two-thirds, or to an ave-

rage per capita income of 666

dollars which is two and a.

half times .the average per ca-
pita income of 248 dollars in

Latin America during 1953.°

If such income continues -0

increase at a rate of 24 per’

-

cen: annually, when will the
level of 666 dollars be reach-
ed? The answer, - forty-twa
years, provides the informa-
tion for judging whether or not

_this rate of growth is satisfac-

E2)

RATE OF GROWTH -
Clearly then, even where.we

set our ‘goals much lower -

and aim not to attain the full
level of living in the United-

States but only a- third of it, -

that would (in the early fifties)
take us 42 years, But it would

be’ naive to think that the ,

standards -in the U.S. would
in the interim be at a stand-
still. The report,. in this regard
continues in this manneri— ..

“How . long . would it take

Latin America’s per capita-in-

come to reach one-third of the,

United States figure, ‘assuming -

an annual rate of growth of
2.4 per cent 'in the former and
2.0 per cent in the latter? Given

the relatively small difference

berween the two rates, the pe--
~ riod would be extremely -long

and .devoid of -all practical .

significance. In fact;',‘-252 years

would be required. L
. . ther hand ‘the
rate of growth were increased

‘from 2.4 to 4.0 per cent, the
. required period of 42 years.in

thefirst illustration: would :-be

reduced - to- 25 years. This is .

‘enough-fo demonstrate ‘thateit
is - absolutely - impossible. o
" hope-tolevel-off the differences
between. the economies of the

highly-developedscountries and -

es. tained that the countries which

~ led in these structural changes

. Wisdom demands _thérefore :
:hat, even on this score. alone, -
should we entertain any hopes’

of raising ourselves above our

lowly levels .and rub shoulders.
‘with other men as equals, our
. path of development lies with
socialism. | ' S

- This is the inescapable con-

clusion to which the analyses

of capitalist economists them- -

selves lead us. But faced with
this stark reality (stark, be-

" cause to them socialism is an -
anathema), these bourgeoisie
economists beat about™ for’
"axcuses to avoid arriving at the-

conclusion which they .know

they must. Evéen .an honest’

man - like - Professor Higgins
finds refuge in compromise:

- He says:  “What is-important
- and possible is (not to bridge

the gap, but) to eliminate po-
verty’. (Italics in the_original).
Why equivocation: is neces-

‘'sary is found -in. his reference
“to former U.S. President Eisen- -

hower’s views (which Higgins

apparently shares) in defence
of his requests for *“enlarged
and liberalized foreign aid” .

He refers to President Eisen-

hower as -saying that ‘“‘develop-:
ment of underdeveloped coun-
- tries- (with . our -assistance) is

essential - for -our. security”
(Tialics. mine). - ;

“Refering to the relative ease

with -which such aid may. be

injected in some countries than. .
in  others, “absorbtive . capa--
city”” as -economists ~ call it, -.

Professor Higgins advocates

concentration Wwhere . “this 1s-

high. He gives a:warning, how-

ever, (and-in so _doing" reveals
the. motive behind all so-call-:

ed aids) - in. the following
words: — ““In’countries-- pecu-

liarly -important to our secu-

gest that such a high per ca- T ify,- however, it may. be un-

wise to frame policy in terms
of economic efficiency alone”.
(Italics mine). T

We are left with no room
for doubt., Aids, p‘ol}cies and
economic theories advanced

‘or our development are not'

orimarily motivated by our
Jitimate welfare but by the

“security of the countries from .

which  the = “assistance” or

‘theory comes. If therefore, our

welfare is unattainable through

‘the methods they want us to
follow, they advise us.not to.

adopt better methods but ra-

ther to reduce our goals, as

Professor ' Higgins has - “advi-
sed”. : ,
~The question that may be

nuzzling most: readersis this: -
Why -is it so impossible to’
catch up with the advanced:

capitalist countries if we adopt

‘their system. Is. it that once a
_country has taken the lead it

can never be overtaken? Many
will then. recall that the Indus-
trial Revolution started in Bri-
tain but- Britain is not the
most. highly . developed coun-
try in the world: today. If it is

possible for the United- States,
_Cégnada or Australia to -out-
pace Britain, why cannot. some
-other countries among the now

developing countries do the
same? A ' '

This
upom several considerations. It
seems both possible and im-
possiblé for an advanced capi-
talist economy to be overtaken,

depending upon manifold fac-

tors.” . A
The capitalist system was a

culmination of -several changes
that had been going on. In

- European_societies -for .centu-
ries. It was the ‘flowering of a

long process of learning from

- other more advanced societies
‘particularly in. -the Near ‘and  system
_, of the intellll_ect- :
" ual; political and geographical
.revolutions. which occurred’ be-

Fac East, and

tween the.13th and 16th cen-
turies. It can be validly main-

are.still the leading countries

‘of the European continent to-

day.

- It would be carrying the in-
- fluence of chance too far to
England which led
in® t-all the revolutions.

say | that

is a éomp}e_x ques-
tion whose answer will depend

npomic’

'led 'fhé Industrial Revolution |

t00- by accidents Likewise -the

other leading countries-in these

revolutions, the. Netherlands,. -

the Scandinavian countries, .
France and later Germany,
followed the wake of England .
in the - economic ' revolution, -
* while the laggard nations in.
ihe intellectual ferment were
'left behind * economically -too.

Why the United- States, and .
-other new countries could out-

distance  the “old” European
countries must clearly- be due

to. the presence of other fac-
_tors which must be absent in
“European economic 'develop- -
ment. To recognise these, we -
“need to Tecapitulate the histo- .
rical circumstances, which led
to the development of capital:
ism, . examine ‘some ‘essential.
features in greater -detail and .
‘ compare the present circum-.
stances of the now develobing
~countries ‘with' this past.’ = =~ -,

First, however, we must pin- -
point one important-feature of -

capitalism. We saw in the first

article that three factors led- |
to the development of this sys-.-

tem, viz:— - ‘

(1) an increase in agr_icult_urai -
output and the suppres- |
sion and displacement of -

“popula- .

'(2) the division of labour and.
. the growth of a merchant .

the agricultural
-'tion; - )

" class accompanied by ‘the
- growth of towns; and

(3_) the accumulation. \of'_capi-"
" tal -in ‘the hands of - the

- rising-. merchant - class.

" ‘The fhu'd factor “is - consi- A
“dered to, be the most important |
of-.the.-three and ‘it .is- note= =

worthy “that the accumuldtion

was-.done by the suppression -
- and-displacement of the-agri-. |-

cultural ‘population at.-home

and ‘by rapacious. looting and -
calculative exploitation abroad. -

PARASITIC SYSTEM

‘This underscores a predoh:ii-

aant cRaracteristic of capital---

ism which. ‘we should neyer

lose sight of, viz: CAPITAL-"
ISM IS A PARASITIC SYS- - |
TEM. Lenin describes the pa- . ¢
rasitism of ‘capitalist imperial- -
ism in terms -of “the extraor- -

dinary growth of a class, or

rather, of a stratum of -rentiers; .

i.e. people who. live by ‘clip-

ping coupons’, who take no-
part' in any enterprise what-. -

ever, whose profession is idle-
ness”. Identifying -the rapid
growth “of this class. which

controls the ‘economy with- the-

countfy as a whole, he -writes

further: ‘“The export of capi-. -
tal, one of thé most essential -
“economic bases of imperialism,
‘still more -completely isolates-
the _ rentiers - from ' production -

and sets the .seal of parasitism

on the whole: country that ..
lives by -exploiting the labour - |
"of several overseas countries-
“and' colonies” — Imperiailsm, .
The Highest Stage of Capital- -
ism.. pp 166-167.

.We may" carry

 THE CHOICE (a)

inner contradictions of the sys-
tem, the conflict between the

thesis and - antithesis, .- the

“haves” and “‘the have-nots”:
- For any capitalist society to

develop, either the society or-
the country or whole land.

masses .must.be divided into
two broad groups, one class
of society living on the blood

. and sweat .of another-or one .

_region of the same countryde-
- veloping - at the expense of

_This is the law of capitalist-

. Lenin’s ar-
‘gument a little further. The |
parasitism. of capitalism ap-
‘péars far -more inherent than |
the growth of a “rentier class”
and the subsequent develop-

‘ment of the country into' a -

S‘rentier - state”. Lenin’s.view

may easily be interpreted to

mean that- the . parasitic na--

ture of capitalism is a mere

would not be parasitic. But it
seems its - parasitic character

- outgrowth, esseatially extrinsic -
- to the development of the sys-
tem. Thus it .may lead some -
- to believe that without these | -
dévelopments, capitalism | -

is a cardinal element of the

stem itseif. In-fact just as
laissez-faire is the quintessence

of capitalist economic theory, |
so alio is parasitism the quin- - |
eco- -
tem, It is the -free
“of these which led in'.
eighteenth and - ineteenth -
* centuries to the horrors of ‘the -~
Industrial Revolution and the

‘tessence of the capitalist

g of foreign lands.

A cursory survey of the -
‘history of capitalism clearly
delineates -this inherent charac-

teristic which springs from the

. another or ome or several
" countries flourishing at the ex-

pense of some other countries.

development,

. The Industrial Revolution’
.throve in England as a result.
of the growing mass of .dis-
-placed -agricultural workers-

‘be

who- were oly ‘too .willing to
be  “sweated”, because the
only other choice: was starva-

tion. The existence of such an.
-abundant labour force was an
éssential prerequisite for the .
‘spread of capitalism both on
. the European continent - and

elsewhere. .~ .. . :
* Under rather different cir-

‘cumstances, the clagsic ‘exam-
ples being the United States',
‘and Italy, we have one region

thriving on the other. In both

of these countries, it was the -’
"northern region -which pros-
pered and held the south to -

ransom. In fact in each’ case
the south became no more than

-a colonial territory: of ‘the in-
dustrial north, supplying it
‘with, raw - materials, the

lifeblood * of . its industries. . .

This -is strikingly reminiscent

" of technological dualism, the .

outcrop of capitalist relation- .

.ship with colonial territories. -

‘It néeds no mention that ° '

the developing countries of the

world today cannot have colo-

nies for the purpose of ex-

- ploitation. Should they choose -

the capitalist mode of develop-
ment; therefore, they are left

with two methods (a) the cle-

vage of society into-- ‘haves’
and ‘have-nots’ and (b) -the

another. .- - -
. That there

nomic- development, past and
preseént, next week. ‘
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- deny ‘ -
© Kigezi, or Njoroge in Kikiyu,

..~ bad land. In this way, an indi-
* "+ vidual farmer is better off with
= a. diversification ~of holdings -

o attempt -

.~ supply if
~ thing. - -

-y

|- .LAND .qﬁesti'on z's’ an important subject

of study in Africa Much

.Eastern Africa, ‘where as

- vigorously denied ownership
_.property. o '

" intellectual circles have displayed on-the
. ‘land question “may be 'ascribed to’ the
- acquisitive habits of a predacious ‘society.
This is especially true of Southern and

historical evolution, - the ‘'majority having -,
" been ‘reduced to a parish status,- are

~ In the 4th and 5th issues of “The Spark”.

' Mr.. Lionel Morrison, the eminent South: '
“African journalist discussed in detail, the .
land situation in South Africa.

In this article below, Chango’

. the prolific writer on: African problems, . .
- discusses in detail,- the concept of land .
ownership in. Africa. He -discusses the

. feasibility_and “economic advantages of a

of the interest

a result of

right in land -

but it might
fertility.. -

Machyov.
Though we

5. IS INDIVIDUAL OWNERSHIP NECESSARY?

" THAT the case for individual >owne.r’.sh‘ip of lan
~fical conceptions and values of the African, was o

communal: system: of agricultural farming
and suggests that in areas like Kenya, it
. would be much more effective and bene- -
ficial to let land -taken from-.the ‘white
' settlers and foreign companies, be formed
 on -a. communal basis "by the -foriner
“labour™ force on’the particular form, as .
has been done in Algeria, rather than .
parcel it up in small and. uneconomic plots
of . five or even ten .acres ‘each. Because -
 where the communal type of farming
‘would “maintain and -even improve th
present. role -agriculture plays in Kenya':
" economy, the fragmentation of cnce large
estates is likely not only to depreciate i

_affect “-adversely the soil .

do not necessary accept all
" the conclusions in the article we recom- -
mend it for thorough discussion. Other
views are invited. - e

d cuts across-all the ‘social. and poli-
f course fully appreciated by

t

the members of the East African Royal Commission. Accordingll;_. their Report—
e

First lét us examine their

arguments-on the question of
© productivity: and quality of .

animal husbandry, which they .

allege would follow .individual

ownership of land. = '
In the first place we must

that Rugambwa - i

by consolidating his scattered
parcels - of land around . his_

‘homestead would automati-
“cally be able to increase his.
‘productivity. Productivity-
-depends . on “many factors,

some of which are completely
beyond his control. It

- depends -for-example on such
factors as environment, ~the

degree of mechanisation: and
fertilisation and above all, on

: - -the sizé” of the farm. Increase
-~ in income -also depends on
-~ these same factors, quite apart

from the question of whether

. the increase referred to applies
 to real .as opposed to mone-
[ tary income. : .

' CONSOLIDATED °
| HOLDINGS |
Tn an endeavour to equalise

| the production of“all people,

and . realising that all types. of
land are not suitable for a
particular crop, the Africans

‘have always made a special

point. - of . sharing equally

_ among_ all ‘members of. the

community both the good and

than- he would be if .his
farms were all -concentrated in
one place. The East African

-+ Royal - Commission does, in "

fact admit " this principle’ as .-
valid when it stated:—.
-“‘Some -of the land. grows

. good maize and other land

" only sugar cane or rice,’

" often the dispersion of an
. .individual - holding over a -
" wide - area due to the
to give each
_member "a share of - éach

o type of soil.”

Thus-..due to the -unsuita-

. bility of soil in a consolidated
- holding. for the variety -of
. ‘crops the farmer must grow, .
" “consolidation might in fact -
- decrease a farmer’s earnings -

- rathier ‘than -increase them, or
could” demand a: far greater-

capital - éxpenditure and work
than he might be able to
he is to achieve any-

Furthermore, the - examples

 'we - have seen of individual

ownership in- practice in East
“Africa, do not convince .us Of
its virtues. Can it be said ‘that ..

_ in-Buganda, where individual
- . ownership has = existed - for
- some 60 years, agriculture-and -

apimal’ ‘husbandry are -supe-

"Tor to those of the Bakiga in.
© -Uganda, the Chagas in Tan-
. canyika, or . the Kikuyus 1n -

 instead of categorically stating that individual ownership was
. stressed the need for caution in its implementation. '

"~ However, since they nevertheless strongly -advoca-

ted ‘the introduction of indivi _
~ question we must chiefly concern ourselves with here is, -
: ’iould”ownership of land by Africans necessarily be
. based on ‘European or the Western model 2:-We can
- best discuss this question by examining and refuting
 the arguments advancedin
~. "by the Royal Commission. "

dual ownership of land, the -

support of individual fitles -

Kenya? On the contrary, €Co-
nomic agricultural enterprises
in - Buganda have frequently
been greatly inhibited by the.
great fragmentation of owner-

~ ship caused by the Kibanja, -

or tenant-holding -system,

- which does not permit large
scale or mechanised cultiva-

tion. In fact, the East ‘African
Royal Commission
was forced to admit that the

difficulties of mechanisation " .

%i‘haye, sbgen zat . theig aworst
in crowded. country of small

“““individual “holdings . ifiter-. - in

’-%p’)eﬁed ’a-wiﬁ{‘:“"d _pe.rﬁ fRanent”
crops: as ' typified by “the -

- heavily - populated . districts

. of Buganda™.

Tt would alio be fair to point
out -that the acquisition of

land by: the  majority of
Buganda landlords was mainly -

for the purpose of ~prestige
(and to a. lesser extent for
speculation and  -posterity),

rather than for the purpose

of - increasing = productivity-

- through mechanisation. . Many
. aged Bugandans purchase land
- for the sake of leaving some- . -

thing to their descendants. It ..

is also true to -assert that
individualisation — of - land
increases rather than decreases
fragmentation. o

- Another light..on ‘the unde-
sirability - of individual land
titles . is -~ thrown: by TU.N.

" Publication, ‘Land Reforms”
published on.23rd July 1951, -

based on an examination of.

! the land question in" Mexico

and Eastern Europe, as well
as’ Asia and - Africa. This
report stated: — '

““From ‘the experience of

* Mexico, and from ‘that of

Eastern. Europe, it appears

“possible to conclude - that
" changes in the land tenure

-system, ..even on a large.
- scale, are not likely to be

"a sufficient remedy for rural . ' £S 13 b
A y f - dual ownership farmers are-

-overpopulation, since,
although they can achieve
better conditions and status:

the expansion of production

which results may not be
to absorb:

large enough
‘additional labour. .

- But v&duld we be 'p‘repar”ed. .
" the . large-scale .

to face e
unemployment which would
undoubtedly follow disposes-.

. sion -of the present tenures ?

- The éoﬁtradiéﬁons ~ whicly
prevail throughout -the - whole

" East - African Royal Commis-
sion’ ‘Report, do nothing to’
‘convince - us. of the necessity .

for - land ..consolidation. For
instance, from advocating the

introduction - of land titles: for .
the: purpose of .Increasing - pro- -

ductivity, -the: Report then
goes on to state thati—" -~

AN

Report- -

“to
‘follows that. the  individual’s

for the farming population,

'best system—

- “From the. land usage
- angle,-there is nothing neces--
sarily -associated  as ‘more
‘beneficial ~ either = with a

N

' insisting on their- “pound of

. flesh’” “have: left- the hapless.
- landlords . much poorer and
"more, indebted ‘than ever. This :

"has - certainly ~ been : true in

- Gold Coast
. wrote: —

comnnmal or an individual

approach. Neither individual -

_ tenure ‘noOr co-operatives nor

~ collective farming necessa- .
rily make crops. grow bet-.
ter- (B.C.M.) Agriculturally -

they. are not ends.in them-
- selves”. (p.324, para. 78).

“They continue to state that =

‘methods of land holding are
only :— - -

“The . social. means appro- -

_priate to a particular envi-
. "ronment (B.C.M.), a means
- which may disappoifit. and
- fail if the practical  objec-

. _tive, the ‘agricultural -basis, -
hds- not - been _previously -

laid”. |

..ﬂ.t
0N .

/ ent system of land
- tenure ¥ri¥Africa, this is sheer

nonsense.*- Every African .

“knows thaf in our traditional
‘corporate . . system ~ .€very

for his particular pieceef land

-and as long as he is utilising
that particular piece of land.
he .cannot - be ‘arbitrarily de-

_prived of the use of it. As Dr..

T. O. Elias points out: —

“If 'the héad of community .

" . required a piece of land, for
_ purposes- benefincial - to -the
whole community (B.C.M.)

.- he must beg it if the holder

lt-”

- In short, the African
at land from the utilitarian
‘rather than from the commer-
cial - angle. Ownership is

- accordingly determined by the

“Utility Theory”, ie. indivi-
dual ‘labour alone can give a
_complete right”and clear. title
“property. -It therefore

security of tenure on the land

*.is . sufficiently guaranteed as

he can continue to claim pos-
_session as long- as he uses it.
Otherwise it could.be utilised

* for other purposes more bene-
ficial -to the:q'ommunity.. s

'THE MYTH OF RAISING

The Secoﬁd argument = of
the advocates of individual
landholdings is that by indivi-

enabled  -to.. raise capital
‘through leases  and = mort-
gages, renting, and sale. =
-~ “The .urban' wage-earner
which .is often an unecono-
mic one, .confident- in.the
 knowledge that he can buy
_arother . when  occasion
~demands”. (The East Afri-
-can Royal Report)., -

This argument scunds -plau-

_.sible ‘but it is, ‘when related
-to the African conditions (as

it proved- when - applied to
Asia), a mere myth. . . .

Far. from' enriching

gaging. -the  estates, - coupled

‘with other economic vagaries, -

“has usually-sérved:only to put

them at the-er¢y. of the ruth-.
lesy mouiy-lenders ' who, by

‘egards lack of ‘indivi:
22

has ‘no  immediate - use of

' looké‘

" can sell his homeland plot,’

the-

small individual.. landowners.
‘experience has proved that the:
‘raising . of capital by - mort--

‘Buganda, which is the part of
Fast  Africa’ where - private’
- ownership:-of land ‘has been -
" successfully imposed— due- to

.the feudalistic form.of tradi--
tional government and -early
colonial government machina-
- tion. -~ S L

This point was émbhaéised

- by V. Liversage ‘in-his book -
-~ “Land ‘Tenure ‘in the Colo-
nies”, - where commenting on

of . the foreign. entreprenelr.

-Since:there has been no effect"

tive -transfer of "culture from

‘foreigners o the African, the
. African could not acquire by

ady possible = means the

- *Skills” in this direction now’

the - mortgage system - in the -

“(Ghana), - he -

“When the capité_lf ‘is'.'

borrowed, however, the -
trouble arises out of .the -

‘.rigidity of the debt com-
- pared . with
‘which-are always fluctuating.

the - returns -

.. Sooner ‘or -later returns

-fall below the-level at which

" the obligationis- were. con- .

tracted, the debtor’s . work-

ing capital -becomes reduced-

" and his economic efficiency

a . vulnerable
" being dispossessed. with - the
loss of the greater: part of
his equity in the f_arm.f’_

“The effect of ecohomic de-

. pression or-'a fall in commo-

“possession is likely ~to take.

ative and ~ sense Mofllkely 1o .
y’ Which iS aneged

-

- member . ‘is fully responsible

dity prices was also pointed
out by Liversage.. He stated
that forced sales frequently

impaired. The farmer is-
", thereby (B.C.M.) placed in-
situation . in’
which he Tuns the risk of

" expected of - him: - This was

(. 58). . .

mainly due to segregation, and
it -is admirably . expressed - by
Professor  Gunnar. Myrdal in
his book, “Economic. Theory .
and Underdeveloped Regions™
where he said:— . - |

.~ “The "capital, enterprise "
* and- skilled labour a metro-
" politan country sent to a
dependent country tended
for natural reactions to .

- form enclaves, cut out and
; isolated - from - surrounding _
-nation has taken to ‘planning

.country. ‘Their - economic
relations “with the indige-.
" nous populations were res-
tricted to their employ-
~ment as unskilled labour”.

INAPTITUDE?

" The inaptitude of the Afri-

“can. for commercial activities

is also discussed by The Times--
Colonial Correspondent,..in a-
series .of articles” under - the
title Three Faces of Africa,
published from ‘6th- to 11th
March - 1961. In. this series

~-the Correspondent- examined

the problems, of the- domina-.

. tion " of Ghana' economy by
- foreign firms -and the inabi-

lity of Africans. to penétrate
into ~ the .. commercial . field -

- there. He wrote: —-

occur- at -such times and “dis-*

place when maximum_loss is -

) i be :4';
,(BCM) p- 85)-

iStained”

that_the one-third retained' by

_-Concerning:" the . .mortgage .;
system, . where the. lender «is - -
entitled to two-thirds of -the -
.crop, Liversage pointed out. :.
. .-vities, it can only be done .

the faimer ‘‘has little incen- .

tive’”, as he ‘sees no way of

bettering himself as long as

he remains indebted, since for
every 60/- he earns from his
produce;- 40/ -must be paid
to the money-lender; -
" Thus, . R

-“In every age and in every’

" country the mortgage - Sys-
-".tem-has been: the curse of
the 'peasant holder”. - :

Liversage reiterated a - his-
torical . truism. Indeed the
mortgage supports the latter as

“the rope supports “the hanged.

Borrowed money . ‘therefore

. havg Teft the field, wide open
- . hecause,. they dp"not. seem

* “In Ghana the fault lies to
~some  extent.  with the
" Ghanaians “themselves, who .

. to- be natural .entrepreneurs
;9T mapagers. of , their. own
business- activities. Thus, ‘if
a cut-is going to ‘be made
into foreign business- acti-

‘through . state - supported
_ organisations ... ” - ' :
Although it is nonsense to

attribute the fault to Africans,
- the fact;however- js that what

- ‘that of the

- Most - - African

becomes the very worst land- ..

lord, and’ one- of . the “biggest

obstacles to increased produc-
tion. : ) -
“That_improvement of land

productivity increases with the
- also,
debatable, ‘In many . cases.
where private - landowning is:

raising - of - ‘capital. is

practised in Africa, it has been
found that’ money raised by
mortgaging or leasing land is

‘not - spent. on economically

beneficial projects—let - alone
on the improvement of the
land itself. Much- of it is spent

in meeting ‘other obligations of

a purely personal nature and "
with

entirely unconnected

land Thijs is-true in Buganda.

but_has:proved- also the case
.in- India .and in pre-Commu-
-nist China,

of ‘which" it was

- Of .cpurse,” it may be
‘argued ‘that the; money-lender

cannot be” blamed; for: igres- * -
ponsible - “and. " uneconomic” .

.-application: of .the  borrowed

money,  and .to-_some’ extent
this is'true. But-we must ‘point -

out -that’ to. many . bona :fide

~African - “businessmen” ° -the

imposed~ foreign ‘commercial
world, with itslegalistic tticke-
ries, -is -something *incompre-

‘the -~ capital value of -which

is true- of Ghana -is true of

‘every. part of Africa. African
- ““capitalists’ .-
.only play a 3rd or even 4th

can - therefore

class role’ in- their .country’s
economy. R
- -A further point to be con-

" sidered in assessing.the -argu- -

ment that individual Hholdings -
enable. capital to be raised, is
size - of . most
African = individual -holdings.
landowners
would be unable to raise much-

~capital, the average size of

their ‘holdings . being likely "to
range between 5-10 acres—

would be negligible, due .to:
locality and ether factors. .

- In addition, the probabili-
ties are that, in mortgaging or -
leasing his land, the African
farmer would merely deliver
himself into. perpetual .bond-
age to-the money-lender, ‘as
experience 'has shown in

. countries like India. Further-

‘on’ riotous living, in buying
- ostentatious cars- or other
““prestige” articles, in extrava-
’gant marriage celebrations, or

more, the money-lender would

in all probability turn out to

be a foreigner; so he delivers

himself to foreign bondage for

ever; As Liversage pointed.

out:— - . T

- “Lack of entrepreneural .
ability in-the capitalist' sense™ .

“will be' a -weakness that will-

.subordinate the -African capi- -

talist landowner to the foreign
capitalist who will be the real’

_master-of the economy. More-

“the - -muchspublicised” - and

oS e e 7 over as he stated:—
. “Ritual - indebtedness :is -
among the curses of China”."

: ““Borrowing : is: 'no ' remedy’
for: low. average: income. It
_-only ‘aggravates the evil by .
increasing-~ 'the - ‘peasants’’:
_cash . .-obligations. - For..
{B.CM.) there is an- ever-,
- present-: " temptation : : to
" borrow- in: order to-.main-
tain--a-preconceived. stand-
-ard';'of . "living”.: ‘Fherefore,

much-advocated private
ownership-of - land -could : serve

- as a means' not.only- of 'depri- -

_hensible, especially’ in. view. of .

‘the fact that 'their ~philosophy-
of lif¢ differs greatly from that - viously-counted on as-a group,

ving - the - family: -of - the . only.
;social | security “it - had  pre-

_.squalor, .

.note ‘that- even the -
-tive Party. has' reluctantly -been

‘but-would also (as indeed has

been shown in. Britain) create
a -social problem—a landless
groletariat. = .~ © <.

PLANNING PROBLEMS -

- NeVeﬁheles‘s, ‘this ~ discus-

‘sion would be incomplete -if

we failed to point out perhaps

the biggest ‘problem posed by .

private ownership: the -plan-

_ning_ problem.” Individual title -
“over land' is usuatly associated

with the “doctrine of . “free
énierprise”; but this doctrine
and planning are diametrically
‘opposed, and whereas ‘‘free
enterprise”. was_possible in

the years gone by, it is:incom- -

patible” with modern times.
Today, every enlightened

of some kind. In nearly all the

capitals of the world .one of-

the indispensable Government
Departments  is - the ‘planning

_ department.” Nations take to
‘planning ‘because “it shapes
~and adapts the plesent. to

future ‘ends”.  wrote F. .J.
McCulolch (“ Land Uses in
an Urban Environment”, vol
XXXII, -October 1961—
January 1962), -and planning
is inevitable in these days of
rapid technological progress.
It.is only by planning that-the
use of land -as a national
fesource in the best interests
of the nation as a'whole would
be achieved. Towns, villages,
roads, dams, farms, etc., all
need ‘proper planning " if the

people’s welfare “has "to- be

maximised and - industrialisa-
tion stopped from condemning

.meun to conditions of poverty,

ighorance,  insecurity .- and

- However, "ts Qe ’C”oﬁld'-leam"

from -the example. of Britain,

private landownership is not
conducive to proper pldnning
_either of towns or of villages.

There is no doubt tat British
Cities are among the most
badly laid out urban areas in

_the world. They are unhealthy,
and their narrow and tortuous
“streets’ have -aggravated . the .

traffic problem. ‘Today, as
land . prices rocket upwards
even Local Councils are find-
ing it difficult to. erect dwell-
ing-houses at reasonable rents
for the lower income group of

- their .community. ;
. Any

attempt .- to .’ ,cafry'
through planning schemes in
Brifain can only succeed at a

fantastic cost to the tax-payer, -

whg has to foot the expensive
compensation. .bills
through compulsory purchases

etc: Yet, despite great endea--

vours, charges of increase in

value (betterment) due to the’

public - action of :planning

-schemes have so far proved

impossible to levy, -
. NATIONALISATION .
“ Tn 1947, the British.Govern-
ment at that time tried. to
solve = the problem by

_nationalising "all ‘“development

values” in land, but the deeply
rooted.. vested interests - of

powerful landlords made the"

success of the 1947 Fown and
Country Planning Att impos-

. sible. Nevertheless, even: the
“Bow Group™ "of Young -

Conservatives has "advocated

“the compulsory: pooling of.
-land -in .blocks of comprehén-

sive . development” " and " -all

_enlightened . town planners ' in
Dritain believe that *‘to. faci- '
-litate. proper, - effective; . and

successful planning, : and in
‘order ‘to. reduce the financial
burden- - involved, - the -hation
should | acquire: the freechold
interest: in ‘all ‘land—i.e. land

‘must . be- owned by public-

authorities” as . opposed  to
individuals. It is important to
nserva-

converted to this ‘view. -

- LAW AND PROPERTY |
I should also be : menﬁbnéd

in ‘passing - that in .’ those

communities: where the'society .
 depends” o’ the " inishii...: 4 Of
private land-ownership ** -the -

N . . . . . Al
T T

incurred

being the human' relationship
between individuals-as such is,. -

in fact-based on human rela-

tionship as determined by’
individual -property oOwner-

ship. So that ‘the more one .
‘has, the more pr_otectiog one
is bound to receive from the.

law. This in itself is inimical.
to - what ~we, ‘as Africams,

would understand as justice. ... - ;
- After the foregoing exami- - -~ - -

nation of pros and cons, we
are ‘left with one conclusion

 basis of the law father than.

only; to reject the idea of in- * .-

dividual landownership; ~be-
cause.such a system vioiates

the African’s philosophies and : -

principles. For, as the. West-

ern: concept of property owi-

ership is based on the indivi- -

based (as we have seen above)

dead, the living and the un-
born. Therefore as far as we

" dual, that of the Africans,-is -
. on the whole hierarchy of the .

are concerned, we see nothing -

wrong ‘in this philosophical
belief where land as'a “low- -~

er being” is there to serve

- man’s interests. .

‘We have seen that there is . -
ro  strong economic “case for .

land “‘individualisation”. - - -

Generally speaking, we
could note the following dis-= .

advantages: . vis-a-vis- ' African
political -and socio-economic
development if we were 10O

~adopt the -system of private
land ownership: S

_DISADVANTAGES -

First, once individual land--

ovwnership' is :introduced into.
Africa -1t will- thereby destroy.

the basis of our society, by
« dismantling the family. .

Secondly, private -landowi- 7

ership creates a landless’ pro-

letariat——a social problem .
which has forced Europeans .

into countless bloody -revolus

tions.and condemned ths mas- -
ses of people fo poverty, igno- . -

-rance, insecurity and -squalor’

for centuries.
- Thirdly,"%h
class distinctions whereby the

landlords feel that they -are --

superior to those who do not

e systemn creates. -

own it. But everyon¢ today '

knows how -bitter a <class

struggle can be, and especially - -

if it is imposed on-a primarily * -
egalitarian society' like ours. . . .

Fourthly, in Africa, \land
serves as a social security. TO
deprive anyone of this secur-

I

ity, on the basis.of such flimsy - o

arguments as advanced, would

therefore mean depriving our = . .
people ‘of ‘an old-age pemsion-‘ .
and forcing them into degrad- . * :
ed reluctant beggars, at a time

when they should be. sitting

quietly - in their “homes with -

dignity . and ~honour,
care of their grandchildren.
Fifthly, - commercialisation

taking

e

of land would render homeless . - )
many . innocent, unborn child- - -

. ren who would fall victims of

a ‘cruel, “capitalist society,

which would be a product of -~

" individualism. . - :
.- Sixthly, .- individual owner-
~ship” is inimical to - proper - -

planning ‘and economic. pro-

gress. : .
Finally, we should under-

stand that the real motive be-

hind the urge to create “land-
lords” or a’ “property-owing

class” in Africa by the -neo-" -

colonialists, , while® they " still -

exercise some influence, is po-
litical rather than economiC. .

‘But, in order that land can
effectively. contribute: to- our .

_progress, something must be
done to re-organise it— not

by the application of- alien’

ideas of ownership, but with=.

in the egalitarian conception - -
of Africans.. For land, being .
our only ‘irremovable: social -
asset, must be made to be-
come more productive than-it *.
is at present. What, therefore; @
is needed is for-African lead- .
ers first of all  to “be clear

about what they want; then to
“put their plan before the peo-
_ple and ask them to discuss

which reforms they consider

. -would. respect our. traditional
beliefs while at the samé time °| -
‘capable of -enabling our land

to be farmed on modern and
scientific’ basis. It is sugges-

tions. in this direction which we. -

should now attempt to.discuss.

' Continued on page™s
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- that the American “Morgan
. International” -bank had
" bought up part of: the stock

S cd - ‘
- ‘branch*:in TLeopoldville. and

. :‘-\ .

T
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Conﬁpqed from page2

launched largescale  activities.

" This firm specialises in invest-

ing “American capital. abroad.

"And the results of its opera-
.tions are there for all to see:-

80 per cent of all the current
foreign capital investments in

"the Congo are already con-

trolled by the Americans.
It is doubtful that the Brus-

sels business circles expressed.

‘any delight when they learnt.

‘branches in the country and
exerts considerable influence

on the economic life of the primarily to the advantage of

:... The ‘Belgian ™ fir

- “heres | - i STl
P NENEN . . :

“only 15 ce_ht_iméséj *?r
still-, ‘controlled thé:t Congo’s

internal ‘trade, bought up the’

American goods dirt cheap at
the official rate and smuggled
them. into -the- neighbouring
countries - where they sold
them for stable currency. Then

- they used this stable curreéncy.

"to buy devaluated Congolese

francs on ‘the black market.
and = made -new . purchases,.
pocketing the" difference. Part.
of .the goods:were sold in’ the:
Congo at exorbitant prices. : -,
the |
Congolese franc was carried -

-The  devaluation.. of

matter is' explained by- the

- fact that the devaluation'was

-.. Congo. The buying up of part} ‘ the  American firms., Formerly

dealt—a_ serious blow ‘at the:
‘the = “Societe

The UN’ administration . in

the Congo helps the Ameri-

. Congo - the

cans to gradually oust their

" rivals. e .
- Using .its key positions at .

the UN headquarters in the
United = States
secured -a_decision according
to which the building of in-
dustrial . enterprises - in the

Congo, 'as well as all construc- s ] ¢
. a serious object lesson :for the

. peoples. of Africa. Fo - safe-’
guard themselves from a simi--

tion and road projects, could
only be carried out with the
consent of the UN administra=

enjoyed all the privileges.

The UN headquarters also

s helped the United States to

. would run into 125 'miilion-

- more heed to
_ ‘Brussels:

. .establish control over the cur-
" rency -council which - deter- °

mines the financial policy of

> the Congo. On Washington’s

the end of 1963 these shares

pounds sterling. As a result of

_this deal the Congolese gov-

ernment -would : become a

" 'major shareholder in many

Belgian firms. which, as Bel-

" gium hoped, would somewhat

‘weaken American influence

~ of its shares by the Americans® they used to receive 64 francs

\for each dollar worth: of goods

sold legitimately. While - after -

THE :tragédy~ of the .Congoe
lese people should serve as

what the United

] States . wants
in Africa. .

' FALSE ALARM

Official Washington - spokes-

The experience ‘of the’ Con-.

"go shows. that every time the

-, Amiericans sound the alarm in -’

“connection with the. threat of
“international’  communism’
*to an African - state, one
-should be prepared for one or

another form -of American -
~aggression.” The - communist -

.ff‘w .ch:

 receiving 2150 francs.for the " nattonalis
.- by parliamentary struggle and,
whatig-“still--worse; by: back- ..

same dollar; ~::

The. . Belgians "took '~good i
care- to nullify the. efiécts>of -
this devaluation. They. dump-

~ed. on . the -market -a ;-vast -

amount .of -Congolese. francs:

-which -they. had accumulated.
“including a: large -number of.
forged banknotes. As a result,

“the price of "the Congolese-

franc- began to. drop again.

And now the Congolese francs
cleared by the American firms
no longer had the. purchasing
power. on which Washington

‘had ' counted when® it insisted -

on the devaluation. -

dire sufferings privations .
“which this struggle brings to.
the Congolese people. Where- -

as, to judge. from the pious
tone . of . their +official state-

ments, they are showing great '

concern - for the prosperity

'UN" "HYPNOSIS

" The '_séCOﬂd -~1essoh— fo be

learnt is . that the Africans
should not place -such great
faith in the United Nations

African state. The Africans,
are strong enough to help @
country. in distress with -their -
© owy means. S o

- The functions’ v'vhich‘ have
‘beeri ~assumied by -the. UN

" troops -and administration in

the African states kept aloof -
“from _ helping' the ‘Congolese’

people -under ‘the pretext that
one should not interefere in
the internal affairs of a frater-'

"> nal countr&, But the struggle

in. the Congo is not a civil.
war. It is a struggle between.
the Congolese nationalists and

stage intrigues. . As a result,

‘natlonalists;were carried away -

“glé in _which Lumumba ‘had
.. such . implicit " faith . till -he

breathed his last. And all true

. .patriots loyal ‘to  his . ideals

.some_ of them: :became mere. .
"tools 'in -the hands” of forces

“alien and -hostile: to . the. in-

ral,-the nationalists. relied  too
much- on the parliament:- while

terests of the.Congo. In gene--

‘they ' should ~have . organised -
- the masses, rallied them round -

the political ' parties

. and’.
struggled for the unity of the

national -forces. Herein, when - , ,
* stooges in the United Nations

the situation - called - -for - it,

“they. should have waived their -

.“personal- or purely party in- -

terests in the name

- ." AMERICA

the ' Belgian ‘politicians’ also

failed to make a.realistic ap-

" proach to ‘the situation. They
-were too engrosséd in ‘their

“from -a broader..and more

scber point of view. - -
The " Belgians spent. a lot

port to:i'shombe, thus giving

© .+ the -Americans ‘a practically
* free hand:in‘Leopoldville. All-

the efforts of - Belgium in

. Katanga " ended in - dismal

failure whilé the - Americans
Jost no time in .establishing
control “‘over the cenfral gov-
“ernment. . B

" Belgian businessmen placed

knees. However, it was the
-Americans who took. advant-

" ‘age of the chaos in the coun-

try. Today the Belgian firms

.are -most of all interested in. .

Tn th1s svac‘l‘ chain of-.eve‘n'tsA

‘share’ this- faith. They do-not

- intend to sit idle and will rally

their _forces fo repulse the

American monopolists. .

Only a government of ge-
‘nuine nationalists, leaning. for
support on the unity - of all
patriotic ‘forces, can bring. the
‘Congo out-of the chaos:which

was precipitated by the Ame- -
ricans with the help -of ‘their -

Organization. To ‘be . effective

‘such -a government must ob-.
-viously .remove from power."

-1t must give full freedom - of

" tions.

action to- all. the ‘mationalist
parties ‘and . mass "organisa-

oIt s nec&sé_g;ﬁ_fto take all.
non-African - troops - and- . fo-

reign military. advisers out of

_the Congo. While. the func-
“tions of the UN, if such a-
‘need .arises, can be transferred.’

.into- the-hands of the Organi-.
sation -of African .Unity.
The central Congolese gov-
ernment’must receive back all
“the = prerogatives ' .of control

over the country’s -economy, -

finances, ‘internal and foreign

trade. Only then will it be able

to- cope ‘with smuggling and

profiteering, normalise econo-.

- ant, all. American interference

VIII LESSONS OFTHE ”._:});{'of'_energy_-"on rendering - sup- - :
- CONGO TRAGEDY

- cilitate the progress of agricul-

nomy, hoping in this way to
bring the nationalists to their

the normalisation of the situa- -

new: basis, . namely—on - the
basis of équality and mutual

- would hardly be opposed to
.the Belgians making a profit
in- the 'Congo, -if  this were

a reasonable profit and not |-
colonial plunder. ‘And in ex- |

_change  they - would" require

“‘tural productivity.” .~ -

coi;ﬁnuéd from pag‘e_f‘f
We must now, therefore,

typé-of tenure would be more

acceptable to Africa—a tenure
that would fit in. with our so-

cial structure, norims-and va-

"lues, i.e. a tenure based on the-
_philosophy - of Ntuism, and

Communalism, and yet “‘fa-

tin pointed out that the causes
of .a change in the land hold-
‘ing system are either economic
-or political; Economic causes
come. about as a result of a.

change from subsistence farm-
ing to .market produce. This

Concent.

- much more stable |system of
T ‘o

move ' on’ ‘to discussing’ what - -

coffee . or sisal, | require a

‘land holding. *. = -1
- She quotes Ghana and South-

<

ple of this type of change.-
Then there is the- question of.
population pressure’ :when
Iand ‘becomes' so densely - po--

pulated -that the diseconomies

.of small-scale farming creates

 the type of imertia which has
- already been. pointed out in

economic causes- are said to
have been the major .causes

of land reforms.in the USSR

and ‘Eastern Europe.

Changes could, also be in-
duced'- by ~ political _causes.

; m the

“cy; in Egypt where the Land.
Reforms in 1952 “mainly 'was' "
- concerned to expropriate the . .

-than economic.

en]:ire-' African continent:
this were to happen, the Con-

go would ‘become a hotbed of -

intrigues .against - the sove-

reignty and independence of .
".other African states: The fate.
.‘of the Latin American coun- .
“tries that were enslaved by the -

- Americans and have becomie
their “clients” and satellites

, irs. ‘of .the 'Congo

“.nust be stopped immediately. .
. This must as'it Has already -~ -
become a miajor demand of all - . -

_ Africa. For the turning of the '

" 'Congo into an -American base-

presents a’ grave danger to the .

If N P

should serve as a warning. An-

end must be put to the Ameri-

dei}e_ndcnc_e of its peoples. -

Royal Dynasty and its power-

o " ful \supporters, .rather than to
Eastern Nigeria as an exam- - SUppOIre T _

increase agricultural producti-

note  that much-hailed “land
settlements™ of landless. Afri-

are " purely political

" However, 'in miost  cases

Here as an American Profes-

sor Paul A ’Ba'ranplitS 1t, agra-f )

rian' changes take place:
“In order to eliminate land

- owning class and to break .

its stranglehold on the life

of the National Bank of the out under -strong '~ pressure B of national.

Congo in Leopoldville: This from Washington which even The imperialist beasts of interests.. - . .all traitors .and leaders. who mic life, draw up develop- can sway in the Congo. This -
. fact was reported by the Brus- threatened to suspend “its eco- . prey are locked in a ruthless™ -~ .. “have compromised themselves - ment - plans “and. launch their -corresponds to the best.inte~
. sels press on December 16, nomic aid to Leopoldville. struggle. And they are com-" - . - .. by collaborating with the im- implementation. . . " rests of peace on the African --

1963. This bank has about 20 - America’s insistence in- this " pletely unconcerned with the ‘BELGIUM: VERSUS .~ perialists. On the other hand, - And what is most import- _continent and the genuine in=

Of Ownership

AN

vity”. In Africa, we -should -

.cans for example .in - Kenya -

tion. One hardly needs to add lar fate, the African countries ned a maijor ‘stake on thedisorga- . ) : ) \ ) ca
 that herein the American firms should first of all understand and should on no account en-. "nisati]on' of the Congo’s 92%2- . In her book, “Economics of . the case of India. Thus, apart -both economic. and political ¢ . -
itrust it with the destiny of any. ' thic we . Agriculture” Miss, Anne Mar- from the political side of it, ~causes are usually mixed.up. -.°¢

of an .underdeveloped

advantage.- The - Congolese

. LODZ 22 Lipca P, Poland - - o i
~ Telegrams: "Skosa R

Telex: 88220 *

and make Leopoldville, pay threat fabrication :-has’ beé- - the imperialists-who are acting Belgian: algl in - developing i o . R
" under- cover ‘of sucli people as  theil ‘national economy. . recommends the following export goods, well

Herein, American capifal

"' was in a comparatively -dis-

- advantageous position since,
in contrast to Belgian capital,

the - voice of-

‘come a sort of shield for the

United States to cover up.its:

infrigues against ‘the countries

- which are - striving for their
- independence.. - BN
“In all the four years neither

Kasavubii,  Mobutu, ‘Bombo- .
ko, Nendaka and the like. "
~ One must be blind not to, see -

that . this- is the .continuation:

“of the struggle. for the Con- "

" ANSWER? -

AN
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-} it could in no way benefit the Russia nor any  other com- ' go’s independence.’ .. - A should  be. I : v for v S ]
~ .7 Congolese and 'o'n).,ly'strove to. munist "countryyhas"___underta- ‘ ilg-_ o pe el for despair mo. mm?,staﬁerk 'hoy; s e b,
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. 'into” selling them_ﬁgit's‘:holding . come out agail’lstth):aumty -of . .the intrigues of the ‘neo-colo- .the‘ Anﬁm are ;jnof so -Ar'ﬁ%ngwmlm'and' inner tubes/of- “Degum cand “Stomil” trade- . - . . ISR
of “L’Union Miniere” shares. the Congo and have in mo-way - nialists.” They were . divided ~ Strong tha -:%S.llcfid SIt l% +A wide assortment. of sizes and prompt delivery. Detailed information obtainable e
Resisting the = American interfered in the>Vinternal  into numerous partics. Not all: .% o+ broze hem “S_«ve’.‘-cd“,‘,- e e D e . from Our Agent -~ Yo
offensive the Belgians had no  affairs of that couniFy. Rus- of them by far succeeded in" - e& el e load to | ERHEE RS | -
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KENYA i A resolution. express-- :

THE SPARR

thh OLTOBI:R MONDAY

GHA’\IA .
_* Kwame Nkrurnah recelved a
turnultous welcome on ‘his arri-

val “at the Accra .airport from

Carro, TU.AR. where he “atten-
ded the non-ahgned

t conference

He was met at tne alrport by
Members. of ‘the Presiden-

' ::-_ tial Commission, Party Officials, -

- Cabinet-Ministers, - Chiefs and

: members of - the

ing full support -for Kenya

' .Government’s .plans for a one- .

" .pdrty state was passed at a ral-
A ly addressed by PremJer Jomo
Kenyatta.

. The resolutlon also” expressed

‘ support for the Kenya Govern-

ment and thc declaration’ of a-

© republic on, December 12,

MALAWI: “The United Nations
- Security Council has unanimous-

1y recommended to the General

- Assembly to admit-the newin-:
dependent :African State of Ma-

-lawi to full membership of the
. world orgamsatlon T i
", Voting on the three-pow_er re-

solution was. 11 with none-
. against.

_ALGERIA An Algenan paper, .
“L Puecple” has said in its edito-.

" ‘rial’on the struggle for the na-

. nonal liberation of Mozambrque
- that Algena would give Mozam- .

: - bique all -the Hecessary - assis-

 tance .in, its struggle for inde.
,pendence, justice and - dignity.

. The paper said ‘“the. victory -

’ -of the Mozambique people was

-‘a -forgone conclusion,' because -

‘»they were defending the cause
of ‘justice against Portuguese co-
'-lomahsm. . e

MALAGASY:: Opemn'g
budget session - of the: Malagasy

Parliament, . President Philibert” -

Tsiranapa said . Africa shoiild

* struggle in ‘the face of all diffi-- -

culties to achieve Afncan Umty~
A “whrch remains our supreme ob-

- . ]ectlve” . .
He condemned the pohcres of :

o arbitrary ‘intervention and: non-

- respect for a countrys sove- .

. relgnty

13th OCTOBEK, TUESDAY
NORTHERN RHODESIA : Nor- -

thern. Rhodesia security forces
"are reported to have killed more

.t “n 60 members of the fanati-.:’ '
 cal Lumpa religious sect in 3
series of new’ operations moun- .
“ted .a* few days ago- in the’
‘Luangwa valley in the north-‘

~+ . * east of the country.

% The

" - More than 20 others were sald

lo have been wounded and 100A

captured. .

" quest to’ invite Premier Moise

" Tshombe of Congo (Leopold-
. “ville) to.attend the country’s in- -
- dependerice celebratxons on Oc-‘ *

tober 24.:

UAR. Mr Mohamed Ibrahnn_

T Karmel, UAR. Ambassador to

«

»

" the Congo {Léopoldvilié)’ toge-~
<‘ thef. with 13° embassy oﬁicrals
. have ‘¥rrived-in Cairo.

This_ follows last week’s inci-

. dence when Congolese gendar-
mes besieged .the UAR. Em-
bassy in Leopoldville -for three - :

* The - géndarmes .cut -all”

. days.
communications and. prevented
food -and water supphes to the

_ eml)assy

14th OCTOBER WEDNESDAY
GHANA The ‘Ghana Amdemy
" of -Sciences,” on ‘behaif of Kwa-

rne Nkrumah the President, who -
 i8 also "President ' of the Aca- .
’ _demy, has: sent-.a message of

‘congratulations - to the Soviet
rAcademy_'offS‘ciencee,for the re-
“markable achievement of Sovigt

scientists in: successfully putung
"~ three astronauts m orblt in ‘one ’
' space-craft_ : v

' SOUTHERN RHODESIA The

Southern Rhodesran settler re- :
gimé" of ‘Tan 'Smiith, has: rushed -
through - the second readmg of
. a.billywhich, seeketo authdiise . s

- theé holdrng of an’ mdependence o
- -referendum’ om ‘Noyember: 5. (3%
* KENYA :. The . Kenya Depuh

MmrsterforConnnemeandlr s
e Pﬂbhﬂhetﬂ of: the Nigerian-
- Tribuge, co-defendanta in - the

- dustry, - Mr Jan Mohammed

sum,:'ni,t- o
- ..  representing 90 per.cent of all '
- Swedish workers has cabled Pre-

" sident Swart of South . Africa;

appealing - for mercy for three’

Diplomatic

the

‘Northern’ A'Rhodesian :
Government has rejected a re- -

" which it had flown in, .

1

*ar"Nairobi that ‘a-trade delegas

*-tion from the People’s Republic

" - of China would soon arrive in

“ Kenya to sign a trade agreement -

with’ the Kenya Government.

SOUTH AFRICA : The Swedish

Confederation of Trade Unions,

Africans; "Vuyisile Mini, Wilson

.Khayinga 'and - Zinakile Kaba !

who have been condemned to
‘ death .

15th OC’I‘OBER THURSDAY

'SOUTH AFRICA : The South
"~ African - apartheid Minister. of
‘-Jusuce, Mr. . Balthazar Voster,

has said in Johannesburg that a -

total of 396 persons were execu-

: nd 1963

NORTHERN RHODESIA
.‘Queen - Elizabeth ‘11 of ‘Britain
_has signed an order in -council,

giving effect to Northern ‘Rho-

desia’s’ new. Independence con-

* stitution.”

(The country will adopt the'_ _
new name of ZAMBIA on Oc¢-

-tober 24, Independence Day).

NIGER Four pecple have been

publicly executed - by shooting _

after conviction by a state se-
curity court for leading armed

- bands on government posts m‘

‘Bast and West Niger. . -
A, Government _ commumque
: sard two others were sentenced

to 10 and 15 years mpnson-v'

ment respectlvely

GABON Three opposmon mem-
bers in the Gabon National As-
'sembly have crossed the carpet.

It is- the fourth time within
recent weeks that’ followers of

the Gabon Democratrc Block.

TANGANYIKA
-Afncan leaders, Iomo Kenyatta,
" Keénya; “Kenneth Kaunda, Nor-
thern - Rhodesia;  Milton Obote,
Uganda; - -@nd  Julius Nyerere,

United Republic of Tanganyika -

and Zanzibar, were due to meet
at Dar-es-Salaam for h1gh~1eve1
‘talks

“includes ‘“‘matters of mutual inte-

rest” and ‘the question of a rail-
way link between Ndrthem Rho-

desm and Tanganyrka

" 16th OCTOBER FRIDAY
SENEGAI. The Senegalese chief

,_delegate to the U.N.,, M. Addou

Ciss, in a letter: to- the councrl'

president, Sir. Patric Dean, al-
leged that a Portuguese- plane
has v101ated Senegalese terri-

. tory.
‘oyer the military camp at Kolda

South on the same course .by

MALAWI.: Mr. Tengo Maloya,

.- Malawi Parliamentary Secretary

to the Ministry of :Natural Re-
sources, has tendered his resigna-
' tidn “to ' Dr. - Hastings ‘Kamuzu
'_Banda Primeé Minister of Ma-

striction orders placed on Mr.

-+ ‘Henry ~Chipembere; ° former.
' Educauon Mrmster.-.,_ .

TANGANYIKA The Orgamsa- '

‘tion of Alfrican Unity is_expec-
" ted to, meet. in’ Dar-es-Salaam

* today to dlucuss among “other -

_tlnngs the recent influx of re-
“fugees from. Mozamblque into

: "Tanganyrka

v

17th- oc'ronsa sATURDA:Y
NIGERIA The actinig _editor - of
: the: Nrgenan “Tribiine, 'Mr " Ayo

" Ojewunmi, has'béen sentenced to
- 21 '8ix, months.. imprisonment . with
g hard labour at the.Ibadan' High

‘ 1Court on’ charges of * seditious
pubhcauon arising from- a news-
“'papér. comment he wrote on

Al 16, on'.certain. ‘allegations

' 'méade by Action Group Members'
in the House of Assembly
i The Afnean Press; Prmters'

mewereﬁnedﬁw

=Y

the Defence . of Democratic. In-.
_terests. - have “joined ranks with

Pour East'

The - \agenda for dxscussmnsi

lawi, in protest against the TE-

The plane-a piper, had ﬂown

and turned back:towards the’ "

-sults: — -

Concepi Of Ownerslnp rln'l"‘il.amli, '

Contmued from page 5

" “In order 16 satisfy. the Te-

.- gitimate aspirations “of "the .

" peasantry and. to- secure -the

economic. and social deve-
. lopment; the release of ‘the
‘creative energies -and poten-
. tiglities of the rural masses
"held down and crippled by

. centuries of degradzng'

‘oppression and servitude.”
- (The ' Political Economy of
Growth by P A Baron.
p.170) o <
~ On the criteria of ch01ce of
tenure, Dr. Hanson suggests
that viewing it fromthe eco-
nomic /d\velopment srde,

“the- test of-a land sys- : _
~+em is whether it facilitates . -

“ the progress of agr1cultural
- productivity per he '

| But Miss Martm adrruts

‘that it. is”hard ‘to generalise

ted: by the macist settler Tegime. -‘_whlch is the best tenure.” She

in . South Afnca between 1960 N

quotes-the-example-of . Egypt,
where -a system of share-tena-

‘cy before 1952 - (despite the".

fact” that. it had virtually re-.
duced the status of the: tenant

"to that of an ill-paid labourer)

had . remarkable economlc Te-

“The cotton y1e1d per’

" acre was the highest in the -

world, the yield of maize

| “States, that of wheat higher.
N than thg -
‘rage:.” -
But“on the other hand

‘hold tenure with a right t0

bequeathing to their heirs, the-

American' farmers with. their
more advanced methods - of

farming created ‘“‘the Amen-v

can dust bowls

COMMUNAL
WNERSHIP

As

no . realistic

ownership has
whatsoever,

economic - basis

|- except. political: -~ This “being -

so, our dlscussmn here should

| be " concerned with, further ,
extensive- use - of . urlvatmg

_channels, on the rotation and'

examination” of a communal

tenure, i.e. where ‘the owner--

_ship. of ‘land is vested. in_ the
community as’ a -whole—a
system widely known and tra-
ditional to Africans.

The main argument advan-‘

ced - against cummunal land is

that, due to lack of individudl
“ownership and - therefore se-
~curity, a.communal cystem of .;

-holding land .is. not as produc-
 who, in 1833, reported. that in

“'the old days before the slave

tive as it would have been if

~each ;farmer had a legal title
‘over his piece. Contrary. views

expressed by
Some,

are, however,
"some - experts:

that, given a proper profess10-
nal management:
.. “There is nothmg nhe-

equal to that of the United '

European ave- .

lready pointed out,
holding based on'. .individual -

like-
Edith H. Whethan, point out

: 'rently mpossrble m a sys- K

g tem of communal gr state

.. -ownership of land.. mdeed, -
- 'such .a system" might func- -
tion more efficiently - than_ -

private owneiship. where

plicated systems-- of - frriga-
tion or drainage.” (“Econo~
“mic ‘Background to Agri-

" cultgral “Policy” . by Editk

H. _Whetham, p.96)

While MJss Anne Maitin
(ibid.) quotes Henry George
who stated :— -

- “What - is - necessary for
- the improvement of land is

not its private ownership, .
- but the security of improve- .
ments. It is not necessary to

say to ‘a man “this:land is
him to cultivate - ‘or .im-

prove it. It is only. necessary’
your,
. labour or capital - produces

to say ‘Whatever

~ on his land shall be yours.”

Looking back ‘into “Old
’Afnca” we are “told that ‘even
in . those remote centuries
when our . continent. was . re-
»ferred to as “The Dark Conti-
nent”, African farming was

‘usually-held views on the

efficiency of African. Agrlcul- o

ture”, ‘wrote:— . =

- “A great deal has been writ-
ten about the inefficiency of

“African Agriculture. Modern

. techniques can. certainly ' im-
prove. it. The fact remains

America where it was a free- fthat this agriculture: was high-

ly . successful- in" ~producing

’food under tropical and sub-

troplcal conditions. Its trans-
-plantation ‘to - America— .
- through - the -skill and labour
of slaves from" Africa—made-
L plantatlons poss1ble

' NO CHANCE AFFAIR

«African agriculture ~ was
not a chance affair. Its: me-

thods were evolved- through =
-.centuries of trial and error. It

tested on intentions-and adapt-

s tations, on hillsides tetracmg,

‘on soil conservation. on -

hoe . and fallow. Eutopeans of

" the 19th :century: found the’
coast of South-East ‘Africa, for -
-example an appalling-wasted- ..

land. " But ‘earlier: records
set down before the invasions
and ravages of those. years,
show qurte another p1cture

*"-Hé continues”to prove ‘this-

y.-quoting a Captain Owen,

trade, thé  richest ‘of - this
south east coastlaﬁ‘d _
‘consisted. “. . .principally of.
- grain wh1ch was produced
" in such. quantities as to sup-
ply ‘Mo zambique...(But
: -now) the Portuguese pos-

" Continued from page 1

“way for proliferation - of n--
"clear weapons by .underground

tests, then a ban oOn atmos-

i.pheric tests dlone. leads not tc.

the elimination of nuclear wea-

“pons but to. its monopoly-by. .

“the-big powers. :Such a state

| of -affairs. can only encouraee
| nuclear. blackmail. = .

The big.powers should agree :

to réngunce nugclear weapons—

stop all tests,” destroy -stock-
_piles, sign a ‘treaty prohibiting -
all military uses of fissionable
materials—before they can en- -

Tist- world sympathy on ‘their

_side'in the struggle against the -
" spread "of huclear ‘weapons 0
. other .

countries. In . other
words, if possession of nuclear
weapons i3 a factor in big
power politics, then’ what right
‘has one country to own nuclear

‘weapons and :simultaneously .
demand . ‘that -other+ natxons _
: -"hma)j.-'

must not: have them y2

- The: balan of terror whlch.;i"'

- reghion of. 8 Hieyy ihte .

. community , founded. .

- right- of: people.v. 1o selfs déter-
ation, .on ¢ uallt “among

lsecunty Now. there s no. wea-' )

'knessftﬁa
mon. We <an no. longer tum a-

' preachmg

. the -stage. would have.b -
“for. purposeful | negouauons L
. first - among. - the, S

t'can’ tempt’ aggres-;-‘~

Lusl Weekl' .

blind eye to world realmes We

car no longer be satisfied with
peaceful ~ co-exis- |

tence. We must. now live it.
The Chinese bomb has pro-'

~"ved the wisdom of General de

Gaulle’ and the "utter “bank-

ruptcy of the strategists.around '

the White House ‘in- Washing-

" ‘ton. To-claim that China stil |-

needs: maay. years fO. stock-

pile the weapons and develop-
- the meang of delivery is cold

comfort for those who dreamt
of nuclear monopoly as a lever
to world domination. -

‘Kind' 18 to_give full ‘interna-

tional recogmtlon fo .People’s.

China.. basw, hina

will be. adm:tted to_her :right- |
N., -and|
been set-

ful place in the, U.

-Big",
(USA.. US&R«*B

France, People’s-

all:nations of the
atio

ushce'___n ‘the.

e

foremost prereqmstte of all -~ farming -depends ‘'on com-

yours’,” in' order . to- induce i

-should “mow.: be left
“doubt,’ about ‘the sultablh ;

'never inefficient. Basil David- ; expressed by - Professor

- .son drsagreemg with the .

vof the RIOS de Senne do not'

supply . thémselves: with sufs |
- ficienit  corn: for therr own' -

consumpt10n

~And = Dav1dson adds
his’ “was the: same with other
regions”. - of ‘Africa. (Daily

- Mirror” “Spothght on-the: New
~ Africa”: ‘page’ 30). f

‘Finally; -t0 * prove beyond‘
: any -réasonable
- there - i§- ‘nothing wrong -with:
‘system of | .

doubt that

our ““communal -
ownership; and to show' that

.it.is not a handicap to agri~| -

cultural- productivity, Dr. Han-

son refers to Dr.-Mair, who

correctly points out that:

~ “African” farmier’s lack of | -
individual -ownership has not
prévented him from taking up.

with "enthusiasm - certain ex-

port ‘crops, such as cocoa.’in.| °
West: Africa, coffee in Tanga-
~nyika  and cattle’ and -maize |
‘in ;(enya » (see page. 48, opL_
- cit.

After | the foregomg,

a .communal isystem of -
holdmg ‘It is. therefore.
fair to conclude with :th

Arthur Lewis, who wrot

'PROPAGANDA

upon:. what men choose ‘to

believe ‘about’ them.”

. To prove. the legitimacy of
chis view he cited the example.
of the two diametrically oppos-

ed systems of the U.S.S.R. and
‘the-U.S.A. He wroté:— . -

-“The great industrial un-
rest through which the twen-

. tieth century . is..passing owes :

as much .to propaganda as it

" does to anything else.”

Therefore :— -
. IThe industrial worker in the
“US.SR. has Jess freedom
‘than his -counterpart in ‘the

- US. A. and recerves a small- .
ér % i 3 Wa;te ~the - possrbrkty -of =+
satisfying them in future. So.
.that although he is getting less
now, -a worker in the US.S.R.-
‘might ‘accept - his present’ sta- .
tus in full knowledge that he-
-is’ discounting :the present for .
'future en]oyment. erther of _

. (B. CM) Of v_vhat he produ-

econceivable

" of ‘his situation .may cause
him to-accept it much more

‘__sub]ect 10 strong propagan._

that L

“%Although the success Of ‘|-
failure of systéms depends’ v
partly upon ‘their intrinsic-f -
~ naure, it depends also partly |

?..:JEDI[TO]RHAIL

PR |
o \b".

. adds’ strengt

-

" size an

Contznued from page 1=

- frlallsm ancl to 'l'ha'l' ex’renl‘ an enhancement of l'he
..':global sl'ruggle agamsl' all forms of lmperlallsm. :

The emerience “of China as a- ‘nuclear
to the socialist camp even t ough
it leaves the world dejécted over the further conta- -
. mination of the atmosphere. The mitigating
- circumstances surrounding
-’ not be lost sight of. For rl- jis the hostile and unrea-
“sonable half of the, worlcl,: led by U.S. imperialism, .
. that has forced China to’lom ’rhe nuclear club. Per--
_haps.the nuclear gamblérs among the strategists of .~
U.S. imperialism who refuse to be impressed by the
"human achievements of China will now be
: forcecl to acknowledge her military realrl'y

the China blast must’

I FK.DAYOCTOBERB,% "

ower -

AN

While we regret the ‘Chinese test, it is ‘most

We decry the fest because we afe committed to a
‘ total nuclear blackout. We want this weapon elimi-
" ‘nated from the world's atsenals. Imperialism, on the:

ror‘lan’l’ to point out that our point of view is T
es apart from ‘that of imperialism. -

: no*-li ‘other hand, ‘decries the Chinese fest because it is -
e+ - committed to the domination of the world through

"'nuclear blackmail based on nugclear monopoly. -

The Chinese bomb will serve-as a catalyst in -
.infernational cllplomacy ‘New calculations will now " -
‘have to be made. It is impossible to cling t6 old
positions which have been hopelessly out-flanked. ™

. "UThé.leaders of the ‘world are how ‘face to face
with the task of charting a‘new course for: world

liplomacy. The interest of mankind demands ‘that

. “our leaders be more forthcoming in the pursuit of -
a pOllCY of. peace with progress. The balance. of

_terror 'in" the world has created a stalemate. Buf -
we cannot stand still. We can move forward only

by, recognising the rights of peoples everywhere fo -
~* self-determination, by the conduct of international -~
-+ relations on ’rhe basts of equality and |usl'|ce among. =

.sl'a'l'es. _

..than the U.S. worker who s .

da. against a similar - status
© even though it is relatrvely
+ superior.”

 Coupled with thlS propa-', ;
ganda, a lot also depends on .

the long run expectations and
what is* being done to” de-

hrmself or h15 chlldren In
ica, however, ‘it "is ‘not

only propganda that is neces-
sary, we also need to make, -
sure. that _the advocated syse.

tem "has’ 1ts roots -in our so-

ciety, and-as "such it is some="

thing-“that=will "be easily un~ -

‘derstood: ‘and accepted with

tion.  This requirement would

nure. -

sess1ons of the’ whole colony .

The__way forwatd for man-'

r .Lt»-.a;,i n» |
Republic-of |

d. secendly. .among, |
gld.fo.

the least amount -of persua-- .

‘be fully miet 'if .we' restricted = -
-our land teforms within our - .
communal system of land te- R






