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<. main-purpose is o make the world "safe" for finance

e ~'to disrupt

A SOCIALIST WEEKLY OF THE AFRICAN REVOLUTIO} = . .
. " (Registered at the ©.P.O, asjba_N;evilspap}e,r )

S IN _.LANGLEY,'.VirgiHia., about -ten rﬁiles_'o.u'fside_

. ‘Washington, U.S.A. on the banks of the River ||
" Potomac, sfands an uitra-modern building. -

. This two-storey building, with five .connecting
- B-floor fowers, has a floor space of .1,135,0C0 square
'feet and cost 42,000,000 dollars to build. It accommo-
dates an estimated 11,000 workers ranging from top.
nuclear scientists, philologists and researchers to
-soldiers, typists and messengers.

. S N ) S e
" wnlts other featurds are a packing space for 3,000.

" cars, a cafeteria seating 1,000 personsand a-vsoea;eaf-_;w

auditorium. The incinerators alone cost 105,000 dollars
~.and its radio antennas 50,000 dollars. It costs
"11,776,000,000 dollars a year to maintain. |

~Ninety per cent of the ills  in this - world - are

" hatched in this building ; it is the nerve cenire of

~, America's Central Intelligence Agency, known brie-

fly as C.I.A., which is the physical symbol of one of
the most malevolent forces of modern times.

-?}Unprecedenfed_ maé_hinaﬁoné_ kave "i*‘cf}«u‘araci'erised

capital and the giant monopolies that operate behind

tre .imﬁerialisf’ governments.. o _
1 To that en'id’. the C.IA. promotes immense hate
"crusades, supporting and opposing sundry contes-
tants for world domination so-as to ultimately achieve
_ jts_goal. Ignorance of the true nature of such a trea-.
_cherous organisation is no longer permissible.
Today the' C.LA. is involved in a conspiracy
acainst African labour. Through its main -agent—
LC.F.T.U.—and other agencies in West Germany

"

—

wrer

‘. and’in the United States, attempts are being made
‘ the work of the All-African Trade Union
"7 Federation. . o . T

" 'Funds are being made available to buy over Afri-
~can labour leaders to the cause of neo-colonialism

’~ir]_1 Africa. - | | B
At the AATUF conference in Bamako, the
1.C.F.T.U. paid out 20,000 German-marks o Mr.

" Nelson Ravagasose from Ruanda. to obstruct the
- “work of the conference. R o
~ Documents just unearthed b%fhe AATUF reveal
underhand plots being formulatad by ‘the:.C.F.T.U.

' There is increased C.LA. campaign, dirécted
through the L.C.F.T.U. and its agents in Africa to
detach African trade unions from Africa's struggle
for complete independence and socialist reconstruc-

~ '4jon. There is a prolific output of books, journals and’
studies of African labour by self-styled “‘experts”
and research scholars from America. S

... Last year George Meany, the American Labour
" .boss. who controls -the .C.F.T.U. was bold enough
%o say that 23 percent of the AFL-CIO"annual income..

Y

~ is used "on front lines of the cold war."

| At a minimum, he points

"Kwame Nlrumah's
"Consciencism". {12/6d—
Heinemann, London .1964)
claims to do no more than’
attempt to formulate “'a
Philosophy and  ideology |
for. decoleniazation with
particular reference  to
the African Revolufion."
This is in itself-an epoch-
making ‘task, but in fact-
the book-does much more.

phy in Retrospect" is an
entertaining,” pro f ound,
.and critical roview of phi-
losophy from the stand-
point on an" African -dia-
lectical philosopher. In this
.chapter his most  impor-
tant contribution for us is
his examination of the phi-
losophical .. meanings of
materialism. ' -,
“HARD 'FACTS”

out, materialism - says that
matter exists independently of
the mind; but materialism may
g0 on to_ “assert. the primary
reality -of mattée:” :

:.This - pri-
macy, however, has to be main-
tained in the face of certain
“hard . facts. The chief of
these is the distinction between
consciousness and self-con--
sciousness. Then there is that
between auantity ar4 auality
and that between er-raoy andd

. OSAGYEFO DR. KWAME NKRUMAH
—Great Statesman and Philosapher _ :

The first chapter, Philoso-|

or As a wing of the C.LA., wherever it finds it difﬁ'-‘
. cult to infiltrate .into a country, the LC.F.T.U. uras

its agents to foment .disorders in, thai couniry. The .a a7 L e DT
Cinet dgn*l's in British Guiana is a case in POiI"'!"l‘.f"y S CAAT.UF. must also make it a serious point to ex-

I The role of the .C,F.T.U. in Africa has to be view-
" 'ed with apprehension especially in the context of
" ane -trategy of U.S. infiltration info Africa. While
' direciing 'its main opposition to the LC.F.T.U. and
sthe reactionary irade union centres in Africa, .the

matter. Nkrumah’s kéy with

-which. to explain these pro-
‘blems is “categprical conver-

tibility” — the possibility of a
thing so changing its .nature

‘as to be grouped in 2 - new’
,category. This categorial con-
“vertibility is. nothing but the
.well-known self motion. All:
‘the other materialisms step
short of ‘‘categorial conver--

sion,”” but ‘“when materialism
becomes dialectical, .it ensures
the material ‘basis- of catego-

rical conversion.” - -

. INTELLECTUAL
. - HISTORY -

Next the writer shows the

relationship between philoso-

phy. and ideology, - paying
snecial attention to the Greek
philosophers. Speaking . for
non-European  students -
European . philosophy - he

‘summaries this part..of the
enquiry:

] “It "is my opinion
that- when we study a philoso-
phy which ijs not ours, we

| must see it in the context of
the

intellectual history . to
which it belongs, and we must

-see it in the context of the
milieu in which it was born. -
‘That way, we can use.it in the

furtherance of cultural deve-
Topment and in the strenethen-

:ing of our human society.”

So the decolonising nations
need a philosophy .and an

ideology arisine out' of their-
0 Nkrumah for--
mnlates this philosophy: and
speciallv  for |

own milien.

this: ideology . s
Africa; but althoueh .it has

the ring of authority, there is .

nothing . dogmatic . in _ his

—

,, behind the I.C.F.T.U.

~pose the influence of .imperialism and big business

~ The task ahéad of the A.AA.T.UF. is not easy. In
_order 'i'o:,mai_nfain. its unity, it is essential for it to
understand ‘and graso fully the bases upon which-

its fight in_ Africa rests.
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' BARELY five monfhs 'si':i‘hce'-;ifs |aunching,"Céhéci_encism". is
 impact on the world, Affer,_being ex
it has started to attain maturity by right

hostile and rival ideas.

Through our columns we s

, ublish - a review of CONSCIENCISM - which appeared in

the leading newspaper in British Guiana, ""Guiana Graphic" by Sydney King.

~ Mr. King is a well-known journalist-in Latin America. He was a cabinet minister in -
the 1953 government of British Guiana and was interned after the suspension of
‘the constitution then. Latterly he ha, been out of direct politics and has been try- -
ing to make..people~of African” descent in* Latin-America consciou- and proud of
their African heritage. In" furtherance "of this he ‘was instrumental -in founding of

ASCRIA (Association for Cultural Relations with Independent African States).

- It is King's view that "Consciencism",. "apart from putting forward a fresh-and -
- *| refreshing .socialist ideclogy “warmed by the soul of Africa and yet uncompromis- -
-L<ingly 'socialist; .contains ~an * enfertaining.-and original - criticism -of - philosophical
- thought that-is challenging.. .. .lt is something ‘new in socialist scriptures. ... it"is
a book that will rise to endless discussion and-to a host of
It deserves to become the ideological Manifesto of

the book. )
In this issue we. publis

articles, books, and-doctrines.
the African revolution'. -

hall continue to encourage all 'ks,er?ious. contributions: on

pular French journal "Le Monde Diplomatique.” '

v

of -

' tréaphent.. ‘The method .can. -

with benefit be examined and
applied to other continents -of
world society. - e
‘In “Society and Ideology”
we find a fascinating treatment
of the interaction between
ideas and : social life and
between the realities of social

-ship between traditional com-

munism, . capitalism and
‘socialism and applied to these
categories - the  “opposition

between - reform’ and ‘revolu-
tion”. - In this " chapter the

‘refreshing criticism of- capita-
lism, feudalism and socialism;
and he does not try to disguise

the - fact - that his criticism is .
but -
| highly ethical. He claims that
! socialism has its roots in the
_society.

not merely scientific

traditional " - African
“But because.of the continuity
“of communalism with socia-
lism, in communalistic

societies, socialism is not a

revolutionary creed, " but a
restatement in. contemporary

lying: communalism....the
presupposition  and purposes

those ,
Capitalism would be a betrayal

‘of the personality and con-
science of Africa”—for. it is:

“but the gentlemen’s: method
“of slavery.” S

* THREE SEGMENTS

gies, but a society has -a

decisive  ideology.  Hence. "

| stie.” -
life and ideas. Many. will read - .|~ -
with delight the restatement in -

African terms of the relation-

Next week ‘we shall carry another re:viév\} ‘of "é&hscienci#ﬁ".';published.‘in A'Hﬁe_ po;,

CEDITOR. |

making a sérious

osed to the rigours of the British press,
y contending Jfor .its existence among |

pamphlets, reviews,

>

Consciencism, which however,
is not a philosophical resultant

of = competing . philosophical

forces, but the application of
enlightened human thought to
Afriecan ~ conditions.” It is
““deeply rooted ‘in materialism,
but is not necessarily athei-

~ ETHTICS -

A society may change its
ethical rules without chahging
its -ethical principles. For
example, ““‘Asses were of such

author brings a- fresh _and .-

idiom of the principles under-

of capitalism are contrary .fo .
of African - society. -

" “Philosophical. - . conscien-
cism” ‘takes into account three
main - segments that comprise
Alfrican  society. - Fust, the -
traditional ' “‘egalifarism”. of
*| African way of life; next the
. Islamic tradition; - and "third -
the Christian tradition and -
‘culture of Western- Europe.
| These are compelling ideolo-

overwhelming - importance in |
’ \ *nitalistic societies it would be -

| ':Céﬁsfic:ie’ri_i::i‘sm
in Algeria

' Four hundred copies- of
Osagyefo Dr. Kwame

1 Nkrumah’s - latest book

““Consciencism’™, in Arabic
and French, are in -the li-
brary. of ‘Algeria ‘University.

~ The books were 'piesevnt.-.
ed by a Ghanaian -delega-
tion here last Tuesday. -

- Algeria is ‘the latest
country to. obtain -~ copies
of ‘the book, which ex-
pounds the philosophy and
ideology for decolonisation
and the development of

| Adfrican States.

It is understood that dis-
cussions

University next term.

Israel. that' -God félind it
necessary to regulate human
relafions by an ethical rule

‘menitioning - them specifically.

Thou shall ‘not- covet th
eighbour’s . ass. - ‘I - God

_ s ' on . “Conscien- |
cism”. will be held at the }
. doctrines. It deserves tc he- .
. come the ideological mani~ . -
festo of the African revolu~
. tion. ¥t will teach all decelo=’
nising peoples how to :solve

‘designed to give us a similar -

.. in the sense

S

T

rule today he would not doubt

bour’s motor car, hardly his
ass. Here God would. be giving

"a-new ethical rule, designed at .
giving effect to an unchanging -
“ethical principle, ‘but taking -
full account of modern times.™

CHIEF PRINCIPLE. -

Philosophical conscienciso

S e

T
e e

the s of traditiona¥
African egalitarian .. society -

ot

" forbid us to covet our neigh~ ."

would be non-revolutionary,

-restating its egalitarian princi=

ples in modern idiom. In ca— - . .

revolutiorfary, as it is basically
socialist and “any change of
ethics constitutes a revolutior~

':Thisi book - 'apaft fromr

- .ary change.” The chief prime -

- ciple - of -consciencism is “t¢.
regard each man as an end

. in himself and not merely as -
‘a means.” - N .

oL

- putting forward a fresh and. -

~ list, contains an - entertaining

refreshing “socialist  ideology’
warmed by the soul of Africa

and. yet uncomprisingly socia-

and -original criticism of -
philosophical thought that is

‘ challenging. It is done in a

. ‘style of penetrating humour
. that can opnly come with’

maturity. -It is something new

3

in. socialist scriptures.

"It is a Dook that ‘will give

rise to endless discussion and’

"to a host of pamphlets, ‘re-":

views, -articles, - ‘books and-

. their ideological problems and
- how to advance to a moedern

humanist society witho:t ex-

ploitation and ‘ot to -fose

CES&~

their personality in the pro-
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WHILE African politicians; freedom fighters

is Osagyefo Dr. Kwame Nkrumah, Presid
and heroic crusade against
ir concomitant evils; while the patriotic's

‘gaged in an untiring

nialism and the

cably wedded to the noble task of a realisation
~ ca, there has been a corresponding growing need
~help in building the spiritual- ar L ol
" There is a general agreement, certainly among Afri-

‘and stat

cans, that it‘is needful that the existing knowledge con-.
cerning Africa and ‘its peoples are assembled, organis-.

" ed.and published in an encychlopaedic form. It is also

| and" cultural foundations for

strongly felt-that this.noble task of making an Encyclo-

paedia Africana should be
though by no means. exclusively,
Gearch of African scholars. * - _ -
' December, 1962: “‘we. (Afri-

Undoubtedly this compen--

- dium of knowledge about Afri-

ca would be of great value
to .Africans in their present
Fenaissance, as well as to peo-
ples of the- Western world long

schooled to, believe that Afri- -

ca is a, continent without a

history—until the coming of

the Europeans. =~ - v
‘It will and- ought to. provide

- students and scholars a relia-
.ble - and scientific reference
- work on all kinds of subjects -
relaiing- to African history and |
+ culture. ) S

"1t will have to reassert once

| .andj for all, the truth about

the. history of African peoples.
and to correct some of the lies
and unscientific statements

" made about- Africa.

Above all the importance
of the-work of the Encyclo-
paedia’ Africana lies in ‘the

fact that it is a realisation in

practice of the work of a Uni-
ted Africa’ on the cultural
levell. . ;
"1t will be a general contri--
bution not only to scholarship
in general but also towards a
general objective of. achieving
a kind of unified appreach to
economic, political .and social

-._‘p'roblems_ by all states of Afri-
ca, which is necessary for pro-

. gress. S

GHANA'S ROLE

It is not at éllI surprising
that Ghana should be the

“home of the Encyclopaedia

Afficana, for the man who

- has dome so much towards the

- realisation of this noble enter-

““ in what is not even part Of

. precisely

' The African past was'i

. University of .
Q1T said:~ “The history
of a : nation

. found in

prise is Dr. Kwame Nkrumah,

_President of the Republic of

Ghana. - The man who  has
done . so much towards . the

reafisation of the political Uni-

fication of Africa is also so

- much:endeared to_the poton
- of' intellectual amd scholastic

renaissance of the African

past. Dr. Kwame Nkrumah,
whose energetic efforts and

keen interest in the correct
and objective presemtation of
the history of the African peo-
ples  precipitated the establi-_
shment of the Secretariat for’

. an Encyclopaedia Africana-in"
"Accra in- 1962 has long rea-:

lised: some of the inaccuracies
which permeated-and still per-

"meate the works of -some

Western scholars writing - on

_ Africa and its peoples.

Thus when opening the Afri-
canists. Congress Conference
held in December 1962 at the
' ‘Ghana, . Dr.

is unfortunately
too - easily written as the history
of its dominant class. If the
Fkistory of a nation
the history of a class,
‘how much less can the history

of a-whole: continent ibe found

#—Furope. And .yety this is:
what. wiany a. Euro-

pean historian .
‘past. The history of Africa has
with them been European cen-

gnored
‘or dismissed in these tenden-

- tious works as not contributing

to, or affecting the Eurogjean

expansion and ~presence: Ut

Africa.”

"in the mind of *Osagse

- therefore, was a _growing faeidy
" burning desire to estaliist
- and organise a secretarialifor

true scien-

a compilation of .a
tific and objective knowledge

i of the African past and pre-

sent for he helieves as he told

i

cannot be

has done in the

tred, Africa was only. the space.
- in. which Europe swelled up.

1 ject of launching

based as far as possible.
on the scientific re:

cans) -have madé a contribu-
tion. to the fund of human.
knowledge by extending the
frontders  of art, culture and
spiritual valves.” '

cultaral and spiritual renais-
sance in Africa which is part"
of the work to which the En-
cyclopaedia Africana; is comit- -
ted, Osagyefo said at the same -
Africanist -Congress meeting
hzld in December 1962:
“If we have lost force with’
what our fore-fathers - disco-

vered and knew, this has been

due to the system of educa-
tion to which we were intro-
-duced. This-system of educa-
tion prepared us .for a sub-
servient role tg Europe :and.
things European. It was direct-
ed at. enstraging-us from -our.

-own culture in order the more.

effectively to serve a new. and
alien interest.” - S
Thus it is clear that both-
the content and form of the
colonialist education and pre-.
sentation of historical facts
concerning’ Africa and its peo-
ples has done much to- pervert
our cultural history and heri- -
‘tage. S
" This is the time the: -fore—
long - over-due - of :.course—
when African scholars should .
-swrite and correct :some. Of
the mistakes and fallacies in
this Western oriented and bia-
sed history of "Africa. Thus
‘QOsagyefo writes:
» “In discovering and revitali-
sing our cultural and spiritual

heritage and values, African

studies must- help to redirect

‘this new endeavour. The edu-
_cational system which we, de--

vise today must equip us with
the resources of a persondlity
and a force strong enough- to
meet the. intensities Of . the.
African presence and  situa-
tion’’. This obviously is the
intellectual, spiritual and cul-.

- tural underpinnings of the poli-

tical Unification of Africa.
To translate this idea of re-

. writing in its correct perspec-

tive anrd in an organised form,
the political, social, economic
and the general cultural his-
tory of the African peoples,
into = reality, - Osagyefo Dr.
Kwame ‘Nkrumah, invited the .
late Dr.. W. E: Du Bois to
.Ghana, in 1960. - - -

- PERSONAL INTEREST

It is of course to be:expec-
ted that the centre and head-
" quarters of what is to be,
essentially’ a- work -of and by
Africans should be situated in.

of President Nkrumah in. the
fulfilment of the work on an
Encsclopaedia - Africana un-
dertaken many years ago by
Dr. Du Bois led to the esta-

Accra in 1962. ot

that the task of directing the
should fall on the late Dr. Du
Bois, for he was..a veteran
Pan-Africanist. whose interest
in this entérprise goes back to

to s launch an Encyclopaedia

| Agéicana while still teaching

hiskory at Atlanta Unfiversity
,in¢ Georgia, - US.A. The pro-

dpaedia Africana - by late Du
¥Bbis in 1909 had to be aban-

F backing

b b life time late Dr. Du Bois

- patiringly

A

Lo

In stressing the need for a

Africa. The personal interest

blishment of the’ Secretariat in -
It was not a .mere chance |

work. of - the Encyclopaedia -
1909 when, he first attempted.

‘an Encyclo-

dimed because, the financial,

; - devoted . ,him.self" '
the Africanists - Congress in % the cause. of Ean-.Af_n_caa can

esmen, notably among whom,
ent of the Republic of Ghana, are en-
imperialism, colonialism, neo-colo-
tatesmen of Africa are inexiri-
of the political unification of Afri- -
for ‘Africanists everywhere to.

the unity of Africa.

‘nism. He might have been
very happy indeed. therefore .
when the Ghana Government
- invited him to be the’ First
Director of the Secretariat—
a work which he was so much

~ familiar with .and which had -

occupied the whole of his-in-
tellectual life, and. especially

- so when the Ghana Govern-

for the. project. was.

i

“pot . solved. But all - through .

ment lunderwrote the cost of
starting.the work." R

. . THE GOAL -

- Thus 1962 saw the begin-
“nings of the work of the com-
 pilation of -a 10-volume En-
cyclopaedia Africana. ‘The
production of ‘a 10-volume -
Encyclopaedia will require a
‘considerable sum_ of ~money
for _staffing, . printing = and
equipment. At the moment the

| .Ghana Government has an-

derwritten the cost of the pro-

ject but it is learnt from
the Secretary. of the Se-

cretariat, Dr. W. A. Hunton,

that some method will be

found to secure the co-ope-

_ration of some African govern- -
ments -in ‘sharing the ‘cost of"
this work. The whole project

of compiling the 10 Volumes

might take up to a minimum
of 10 years.to complete but

it is going to be a continous

“work after that, since the work

of the Encyclopaedia will have

to be kept up to date.

‘What is the goal of such an
enterprise ? The work of the
Secretariat for the compilation.
“of the Encyclopaedia is geared.
towards a scientific and au-
thentically African - compen-
dium of the known facts con-
cerning African - Life, History:
and Culture. o
.. In. outlining some -of- the

an ‘Encyclopaedia the late Dr.-

“aims-and the needs for:such |

come to stay. AT
- 'The principal . function of

the Secretariat is- to prepare:

detailed recommendations on

‘the ¢ontent and organisation -

of a comprehensive encyclo-
paedia of ‘African life and his-

‘tory, ‘which: will be authenti-
. cally  African in its point. of
view and at the same time.a
product of * scientific . scholat--

' ' ' " There will also be a discussion
of the procedure to” be -fol- -
lowed : in -deciding ‘upon con-

‘ship. . =

It will' be the responsibility
of an -Editorial Board, the
establishment  of which fol-

lowed ‘upon_the formation in.
- various African - countries .of '
groups of :scholais united in,

national ‘co-operating Commi-

ttees for the purpose’ of colla--
“borating in various aspects of

the work of the planning and
production an Encyclopaedia

. Africana,- as requested by the

Secretariat. in = Africa. .The
*choice of the.fepresentative or

_representatives of each coun-

try to serve on_ the Editorial
Board was made by -its co-.

_operating - Committee. There

are at present Co-operating
Committees éstablished repre-
senting 27 African countries
and the representatives Of
these countries nominated to
serve on the Editorial Board
now number 39 persons. B

The - Editorial Board will
meet together at such inter-
vals as they may decide. and
will be responsible for several
policies relating. to the con-
tents, assembling and prepara- -

tion of materials and to other

aspects of the production. of
the Encyclopaedia Africana.
In September 1964 the First
Meeting of the - Editorial
Board will take place  in
Accra; ‘Members of the Edi-
torial ‘Board coming - from.

African countries will -be the

guests of the Ghana Academy
of: Sciences. Among the emi-
nent African scholars who are.
on the Editorial Board are.
Professors William ,Abraham,

(Ghana), Mr. Joseph Ki-Zerbo -

(Upper Volta), Mr. -Abdullah
El Tayib (Sudan), Others

include Mr. Abdoulaye Diop

.Officer.

. -‘(Sénégél) Dr’ -Onwﬁké kae
(Nigeria). ‘Mr. Mohamnied El
Fasi (Morocco)-and Dr. Ser-

grew Sellassie of Ethiopia. -
Matters which will be dis-
cussed at

list of proposed subject-entries.

tributors of articles and in se-

quired.

also. consider the most suita-
blc means .of obtdining con-.
tributions to meet the finan-.
cial Costs of the entire project.

direction of the President, Dr.

Afticana Secretariat was esta-
blished for the purpose Of.
assuming responsibility - for
some of the functions .exer- -
cised by the late Director of

Bois. - ,
"The Committee. consists .of

Professor of  Philosophy, Uni-

versity of Ghana, Chairman’ of

the Committee,’and Dr. M. F.
Dei-Anang, of ‘the African
Affairs Secretariat, Office of
the President, in association
with two members of the staff
of ‘the Secrctariat, Dr. W. A.
Hunton, the Secretary, and Mr.
Lebrecht W. Hesse, Research
The one great requirement |
of “the Encyclopaedia = Afri-
cana, is an accurate interpre- -
tation of the known facts con-
cerning African Life, History
and Culture. It is also urgently
required that those eminent
scholars, mostly Africans, who -
will in any way, bé connected
with: “the work “of - compiling
the  Encyclopaedia be fired-

this September. -
meeting include the plan.of -
the Encyclopaedia Africana,
its. scope, “general .contents,
length, ~arrangement ‘and the*

curing expert advice when re-.

- The September meeting will

Early in September, 1963, by
Kwame Nkrumah, who is Pre- -
sident of the Ghana Academy .

of Sciences, a Working Com-. .-
|cittee for the Encyclopaedia -

the Secretariat. Dr. W E. Du . '

Professor William Abraham, -

with -a true and determined .

The late ‘__Director. of. Encyclbpaédia ‘Afriéand -
' . Di. Bois B .

Dr. W.E

will to serve the -cause of true
scholarship not only for Afri-

-ca_but mankind at large.

Some Western authors
writing on severalliﬁ_spe(:ts of
African Life and Hi§
bent - the truth of ~Africa to
their ‘own whims and caprices
and subjected objectivity in
initerpretation to their own
sentimentalities ~and . vested
interests. Somie, ' indeed - most

.of them, painted a picture of

Africa not as a true reflection
of the image of Africa, but
as-they wanted it to be. The

greatest challenge :to the En-.
“cyclopaedia * Africana - there-

~'FRIDAY; AUGUST T#, 1764

tory have:

By -

."’

fore and to subsequent works
of . African - Life, and History
undertaken - by African schos
lars will be to correct this and "
‘put Africa and its cultural his« - .
“tory in its proper perspective.® - ¢
* Dr. Kwame Nkrumah pu¥ o
this  succintly when he was
opening the First Africanists
Congress . Conference in Dese -
cember 1962 at the University
of .Ghana. He said: '
“Your efforts mark: a res -
naissance of scicntific curiosity
. in "the study of Africa and .
should be directed at an ob-
jective impartial scrutiny and
assessment’ of things African™

Du Bois, the First Director
of the Secretariat for an En-
cyclopaedia Africana, said in
.an- address to the opening
Plenary Session of the Con-

- ference on the. Encyclopaedia

Africana held in" the Univer-'
-sity of Ghana—December 18,
1962: o o

“It -is true that written
scientific records do not exist
in most parts of this.vast con-
- tinent, but the time is now for
beginning. The Encyclopaedia .
hopes to eliminate the_artifi-
cial boundaries created on the
continent of Africa by colonial
masters. Designations such as
“British Africa’, “‘French Afri-
ca’, “Black Africa’, “Islamic
Africa” too often serve to
‘keep alive differences which in
large part have been imposed
on Africans by outsiders”.

the work of the Encyclopaedia
is premature, the late Du Bois
had this to say: .
. “Some of you,~however ask
_if .an Encyclopaedia Africana
at this time is not. premature..

| Is this not. a. -too ambitious

undertaken for African Scho- -
lars:. to attempt? Is there
enough. scientifically ' proven
information ready for publica-
tion? Our answer is that ,an
Encyclopaedia Africana is long

overdue” ... .
 In the same address late Du
Bois pointed out that in the
_early stages there would be the
need of the practical skill.in
research which had been lar-
gely developed. in -other parts
of ~.the world.. Already, he
pointed out, to a most" grati-

.the unstinted co-operation and
assistance of the leading insti-

side Africa, but, and he ‘min-

African scholars themselves.

who will create the ultimate,

growing number -of African

rect the ill-painted picture of

Africa, a challenge to show the

rest of the world that the Afri-.

To those sceptics who think- | -

fying dégree there had been '

‘tutes of African studies ouf- |
ced no words on this, “it is |
Encyclopaedia Africana.” This |
is a singular challenge to the |

“scholars—a challenge to" cor- - '

“inteHlectual ‘genius has |
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. “AKIN to the misconception about the realmport of independence is the exaspera-
~ tion shown by some so-called intellectuals about the methods’ and policies of

_progressive governments. These seem to understand or rather are highly opinionated

about their understading of the significance of independence. A distinguishing cha--

“racteristic of this class is its profound non-chalance about our colonial ‘past and any

~examination of it. A person with this cast of'mind winces with highbréw cynicism "at
- the mention of such words ‘as cqlonialism, exploitation, neo-colonialism, ete. =~~~ =

" \Not that there'is any virtue in the trumpeting of

_for them tend to be apathetic too about their signifi
cance. Too many of us tend to be cblivious of the fact
that the conditions that determined our fate still hold us

~ thése words but that too many of 'us in our antipathy -

economic -and social welfare
remain low. Worse still, this

condition tends to be aggra-.

_ vated with increased technical

progress in the export sector.
The second model presented

by Prof. Hla- Myint in -his.

ingéhains. It much too often-escapes us that imperialism -

' - i¥adive phenomenon which changes its outwar manife- ~ article “An Intérpretation’ of

oA,

e e} i e

[RRse

- countries. gained - in

“stations according’ to .the prevailing circumstances=—a:

~<veritable chameleon—while

exnloitation.

¢ . %' The repacious ravaging and

pillacing méntioned in the. first

" article were characteristic of
. ~the precolonial era. When the

~times change i.e. “when there
were no more stores of wealth

~ to loot rational systematic ex-

ploitations of natural and hu-

man resources was substituted

for the wanton. despoliation.

- This is colonialism. - ,
- With the increasing impossi-

ity of " political -subjection

. after the Second ‘World War,
there was another change in’
the form of imperialism -into -

neo-colonialism but - retaining

- -still the same old. purpose of’

sexploitation. - o
" Tt must be understood that
_colonial rule per se wds never
“the primary aim of imperialist
_expansion. -The history = of
‘colonialism clearly reveals that

tation of: defined - territories.
This cardinal - purpose -
subsists. "~ o

- ANALYSIS

-+ Tt is very essential that we

understand this, because such

understanding promotes a |
- healthy -suspicion of the pro- |
' trial export sector and (2) a
rural sector. The industrial sec-

‘testations of capitalist adven-
tuters, an ‘apprehension of the
methods they are likely to
employ and an appreciation of

~ the consequent policies of pro-

gressive governments.
Apropos. this, ‘we- shall in
this article attempt an analysis
of the colonial -system. The
-aim here is to see just how

contact with Western imperia- .
o+ Jism~put us in the two twi-
-~ lights of decaying - feudalism
" and monopoly - <Tapitalism. .

That is, we, shall:study how

countries caused  the existing-
feudal system to decay and yet

- prevented its natural deve-

lopment into capitalism.

The most crucial factor in
this connection is that. Western
capitalism did not industria-
lise the colonmies. In fact this
was a deliberate policy, since

.~ . the quintessence .of underde- ;

velopment: low incomes
and - therefore cheap labour
and primary production; was
- pecessary for industrial growth
at home, and this fact dictated
“the relationship between the
.colonies and the metropolitan
coumntries. '

Their und’evéloped" condi~

tions turned the colonies. on
the one hand into sources of

- cheap raw materials to -feed

- the growing industries at home
while enlarging, on the other

~hand, the markets for their-

" finished ‘products. In this re- j.u ) :
D hily ptr i-which a large number of those

Iationship the _metropolitan

_worlds while the colonies’ lost

" in both, as shall be made clear
in this article. . o i

The most. important_aspect

ot “colonial rule perhaps, was

the establishment of industries

for-the: exploitation of primary

products. Contrary 10 all ex-

. 'pectations - and to ‘the noisy

arguments of the apologists of

" imperialism this development

was baneful to the colonies

" desqite the rdilways;: roads, |
harbours, ‘schools and kozpi-
“Tals. Because in ‘reality 'thesel

.came 'in reality a
enclave within the colonial

stiil .}

both-

retaining its real nature—

only served to fdé;{lz'tate the
calculated exploitation.
The enterprises sO establish-

ed, with their complete export |

orientation, led to the deve-
‘lopment of what economists
call " technological.  dualism.
That is to say, the enterprises
led to the development of two
different sectors.in the econo-
my of a colonial territory; an
industrial-
tor -extracting primary pro-

ducts for export and a rural

sector producing necessiti€s for

local consumption. :
Now the export sgctor be-

foreign.

territories. That is, it formed
part of the colony only-in the
_geographical and - physical
sense, economically it was part
of ' the. metropolitan country.

It is expounded by econo- |

‘mists by- the use of models.
There are: two such models
which we can discuss in a

simple’ manner ‘without confu-

sing diagrams .and frightening
formulas. In the first model we
consider a country with two.
distinct- sectors: (1). an. indus-

tor created by . foreign
capitalist investinents employs
quite a -sizeat{le, amount - of
capital. Labour, the
important - factor, is used .in
fixed proportions with capital
in the process of production.
Moreover, relatively large
amounts of capital are used
'in conjuction with- relatively
small amounts of . labour.
Furthermore, - employment  in
this sector increases very little

most economists that the in-

sector into a subsistence eco-
nomy - leads to population
explosion. Thus we see that
-while. the export - sector. may
lead to' an unconscionable in-

crease in population, it. can’

only employ -a very ‘small

DISGUISED -
UNEMPLOYMENT . -

In the rural sector “factgr
proportions are not fixed as in

-used will depend upon the-ava-
ilability of each factor.
follows that all the available

bed into this sector. This gives
-rise to what is called d{s.gmsqd
‘unemployment, a condition in

-engaged in the agricultural. or

dant. This is particularly true
-of densely populated regions

" like’ ‘India, Java etc., where

“good ‘land grows increasingly
scarce. - i v ot

_ This condition : powerfully
inhabits growth since. it dis--
courages ' investment “and in-
riovation. With redondant sup-
ply, lchour as a ~reun has oo -

‘incentive to_increase its effort.
Thus production methods re-
o'~ ~vchaic and labour ‘in-

tensive, while productivity and

export -sec-.

other-

troduction of an industrial.

amount of the labour force it.
“has helped to create.

the industrial - sector. There-"
fore the proportions actually

It

‘labour surplus will be absor-

rular sector is -actually redun-

I

i
i

.goverhment

| zing factors”

Economic Backwardness™ pu-
blished in Ozxford ” Economic
Papers, Vol. VI, No. 2 (June,
1954) is particularly applicable
to Ghana and }some other
African countries: .
Here, again i very simply
of the country to economic
relations with the outside world
takes the form of the extrac-
tion of its natural resources
for: export. This is carried out

by foreign private capital with
assistance -and,

protection.. - -

As regards -the original feu-
dal. economy -of the native
population, it is completely

disrupted. Demand- for-—im-

ported products is -greatly
stimulated among the inhabi-
tants and heavy taxes are in-

troduced. The effect of these

measures . is. to -cause: shifts
from subsistence production to
the production of cash crops

‘and to the hiring of labour. for

: domination was only ‘imposed | Let us examine, this concept wages.
. later on”to ensure safe, thoro- qf  technological d_uahgp;.g_ 2 o ‘ e
‘ugh- and ‘monopolistic exploi- | little further. ™. " 7T L. . NO-SPECIFICATION -

"Thus we Have again an ex-

'port sector consisting of mines,

etc. operated by - foreign  pri-
vate capital and of native cash
crop -productién, as distinct
from the rural sector which is

still ‘engaged in subsistence-

production. Development in
such a dualistic economy re-
quires _ no - high degree of

_specialiZation on- the part of

the .native population, ~Al-
though the equipment used in

‘the - “foreign - export. sector”

are highly " specialised as well
as the - personnel who man

them. the bulk of the native:

population * 'who ‘supply . the
unskilled labour have no spe-
cialization apart: from - their
natural adaptability to the
tropical climate. '
Moreover, in the ‘‘native

~ the introduction: of the advan- | a5 jinvestment: .and output | €Xport -sector” i.e. where new:
ced form of capitali$m (mono- | expand. - ;... . . |cash crops are introduced,
poly capitalism) _.into .our Now it is maintained by- production is such-as to.re-

-quire no special ‘skills. or any’

appreciable  investments of

.capital, In other words cash-

crop production by natives is

carried on inthe same archaic,.

labour-intensive . manner, e.g.

"cocoa production in Ghana.

- Nevertheless, one effect of
this “opening up” process is

“to create a new ‘‘elite” who -
‘accept Western * values ‘and-
- standards. - Professor Myint
{ dlso draws -atténtion to the

fact that in such a model,

““The : disequalizing - factors

must- be considered as opera-

i ting ‘mot only between the-
‘backward " and - the advanced
‘countries as aggregate units,

but. also between the . back-

“ward and advanced' groups of
- peoples within

the same back-
ward country itself”. S

rule was

under rcolonis ) \
ated * in  the

wholly - concejlr

" South - leaving |.the Northern |

Territories completely “unde-
‘veloped.” Thus|the “disequali-
ere -at work
‘making it mpgre an:d more por-
fitable to eftablish enterprises
in the souti: instead . of the

1 N

‘north. This' caused the more

economically useinl age groun
‘of the noriher
migrate to. he - south. Thus
‘the cunriative fovces et in
motion . incr

2

o}

population to

s'ed the norih’s.

disadvantages in every sphere.
We now may .proceed to

“tics -and . consequences ‘of the
dualistic economies irrespec-
tive of the model. One pre-
dominant characteristic = was
the fact that the industrial sec-

tor was foreign-owned and was |

‘operated under the canopy of
the government so as to escape
the scorch of competition from

other foreigners as - well as-

possible rebellion or enlighten-
ment- of the’ colonial ‘peoples.
The conspiracy .of forces in

‘this situation -ensured that the’

exploitation was done in a
i superb manner. There was a
| continuous flow of profits
| from the colonies to the me-
! tropolitan countries. - -

" GIANT PROFITS
and brieflly, the “‘opening” up -

- Indée_d' it was far more pro-
, fitable to do ‘business in the
_colonies ‘than -at - héme.: The

. following facts: will dispel any

i doubts. -We quote an extract
from the article ‘‘Background
for Point Four; Samplés- of

in the Underdeveloped Coun-
. tries” by J. F. Rippy, publish-
ed in Journal of -Business of
the University of Chicago

his findings on British invest-
ment -overseas thus: - “The
facts presented -may be sum-

| marized in a few words: (1)
of the more than 120 compa--

nies . . . whose divident re-
cords have ‘been presented in
the various tables, only 10

‘returns. of ;more than 10 per.
. cent over: periods of from ane

“valiie of their-ordinary shares,
and only 17 failed during their
most prosperous five years to
pay aggregate - dividends - at
least equivalent to their capi-
tal; (2) 70 companies made
aggregate  payments- _ during
their miost flourishing half-
decade -amounting to more
than - twice: théir -capital, and.
... more than:a fourth of the
- group recouped  their entire
capital in ¢.single year or less;
(3) the returns 1945-1950 sug-.
gest that “the .years. of lush
‘dividends have not vanished.”

The. following figures show-
-‘Dutch corporations operating
‘in the Netherlands and those
i paid by (2) Dutch corpora-
' 'tions ‘doing business in the

for themselves : —

o of Group 1 of Group 2

Year = (%) (%)
1922 - 48 10.0
11923 42 15.7
1924 . 45 225
1925 50 - 271
1926 "~ 52 25.3
1927 56 248
1928 5.6 L2022
1929 * 54 163
1930 49 7.1
1931 - 22 30
1932 21 25
1933 22 27
193¢ 21 33
1935. 720 - 39
1936 33 .67
1937 .- 45 103

This is also true of US.
business activities as the fol-

| lowing -figures testify : —

"We may sag'r further. that S o

- the same situation is generated
between different regions of |

- the same country. For exam- |-~ °

. ple -“development” in Ghana

' 'Ratio of -~ Ratio of

Earnings ™ Earnings .

: to-Book . - to Book.

- Value in - Value in
-Under-- ~ in the

" developed ~ ' United .

.("Countries. . States .
Yeat: (%) .. (%)
1945 115 7T
1946- 143 - - .91
$1947 181 - 120
1948 -19.8 138

- Again UN. report in-The’
Interiictionzl Flow: of Private

Capital, 1946-1952, has this to

say of Belgian investments in
1 the ‘Congo : —

“Net profits of

study the general characteris-'

Profitable British- Investments '

(April 1953).. Rippy sums up’

failed to make average annual

to several: decades ‘on the face -

Netherlands; East Indies speak .

- Dividends . Dividends

ing dividends : paid ' by. (1) ¢

| enterprises ysmally”.
low. compared with the

| South Africa, . Ceylon, ~South
FEast Asia, Fiji and - the West

per - cent of their. combined
share and reserve capital dur-
ing the years 1947-1951, as
against 7.2 per cent for cor-
porations- operating in Bel-
gum” -
TRADE AND

) COMMERCE _
- It must be remembered - that
- in their efforts to bring the sys- -
tem of ‘exploitation nearer
perfection, the colonial powers

lists: controlled not orily indus-
trial activities. but ‘trade and
commerce also. A good exam-
ple of this is found in. the
monopolistic. and monopso-
nistic -powers -enjoyed - by a
few foreign firms in trade and
commerceon- the West. Afri-
can coast. - Co

- 'Through their .monopolies,
they .controlled the whole dis-
tributive trade in manufac-.
“tured - goods - which. they im-
ported _through - their sole.

in - monopsonistic positions in
the purchase -of-the. agricultu-
ral produets-produced by -the
peasants, e.g.-the purchase of
"Gold Coast cocoa by a few
foreign firms U.A.C, U.T.C,
“etc. In 1949 about 45 per cent
of all Nigerian non-minéral
exports was purchased. by one
foreign firm: - - _
' The - entrenched ' positions
enabled these foreign firms to-
sell the -imported products at
fantastic - profits - while .they
bought our products at their
own - extremely - low - prices.
Thus-with the connivance and

{ ‘assistance of the colonial go-

vernments they. were: able to
‘squeeze us, as it were, between
 the teeth of a pair of pincers.

Another characteristic  of
technological dualism:- was that’
very often even the -middle-
men between the European
capitalists and the indigenous™
- populations . .were foreigners.
There were the Syrians, Leba-
‘nese . and' Indians. in West
Africa as well as the petit
blanc (small white men) in the
French territories. There.were
swarms - of Chinese in South
East Asia. and. hordes = of
Indians in Burma. These peo-
ple engaged in various- activi-
ties ranging from retail trading
to diamond dealing and money
lending; o ' 7:_ -

" n_the activities of the fo-
reign -enterprises, since the
motivation was theimaximisa-
tion of profits, deliberate poli-
cies were adopted to reduce
the cost of labour to the barest

i minimum and to prevent the

imparting of any skills.
This was quite easily. done

| by the observation of a few
conditions. First was the .pay-

| ment of low wages. Because the -
| colonial economies were- on
| subsistence.level, although the

wages paid in ~the capitalist

were

accrued. ' profits, .they - were
revertheless much higher than
what labour would fetch in the
rural sector and -therefore
quite attractive.. Secondly, in-
vestments .. in the -industrial

| sector were not large in abso-
lute terms. in relation to popu-

lation growth. Thirdly, em-
ployment -in the industrial
sector was only*a small’ pro-
portion” of - the total ~emplo-
-ment in the country. . .

~The observation of these

-“widow’s cruses” of cheap
.labour made. up of people
from the farms, casual work-
ers, petty - traders, domestic.
retailers and . actual . popula-

|.tion . growth. Moreover, in-
' East - and - :
[put it mildly.” ..
+" What are his - grounds for |

‘somie - cases. e.2.

Indies, there was actual im--
portation of labour from:India
and China.. ’ o

" To “make assurarice Counbly
sure” that the ¢pst; of lnbour,

' corporations operating -mainly | was reduced, to - the- barest

4 T

in the Congo averaged 16.2 -

saw to it that imperial capita--

agencies. Similarly they were ] several ruinous. consequences.

abysmally

;conditions . transformed-  the
colonies into Vveritable

.| sented, rests"onya confusion of -

Je R

peoples, it. was the. normal
practice to import highly skill-
ed. personnel from Europe and
_to introduce wherever possible,
labour-saving " devices: - - -

‘That the colonial powers
deliberately adopted - policies
that would inhibit our econo-
mic development all but the
most bigoted. apoiogists ~of
imperijalism now agree. A pro-
minent _economist Professor
Gunnar - Myrdal, .has stated

| categorically in his ““Economic

Theory and Underdeveloped
Regions” that colonial powers
often “took special measures to.
hampeér the growth of indige-
nous - industry”. There are
. hosts of others who have ex-i
pressed very similar. views.
RUINOUS: - *
CONSEQUENCES
But besides: these deliberate
policies the very phenomenon
of technological dualism had

One of the gravest is the fact'
| that as a result.of the large-
| scale structural unemployment
i that it generated, it created a’

huge parasitic class’ of people

consisting, in ‘the words of

Professor Baran, of a “stag-

gering multitude of merchants,
- dealers, peddlers, .trading-stand -

‘operators, -and -people with

nondescript occupations” who

could neither be employed- in
“the industrial sector nor in the
rural sector: We are all con-
versant with' the so-called let-
ter-writers loitering around or
‘dozing -4t Public hotses; the
noisy -ice-water sellers and so
forth who -are.-only the urban
counterparts of the disguisedly
unemployed in the rural areas.’
~ The - -economic _significance
_of this class is-that while they
make no contribution to speak |
of to the social output, they
are nevertheless supported out
of the economic surplus gene-
rated in the ecomomy. Al
"though their incomes as indi-.
viduals are very. low, since
they make such a large class,
_their upkeep constitutes a very
 significant ~ drain on - capital.
accumulation:-~ A prominent

economist has -'said -that. the |

crucial factor. in economic
development is mot so much
~ the size of the. economic sur-
plus but. what is done with
that surpius. In most less de- ;
veloped countries our surplu-
ses are squandered by -para-
sites. - . . o ~
* Another evil consequence of-
the economic relationship’ with
‘the advanced -countries which -
condemned us to the provision
of raw- materials (héwers of
wood and drawers of ¢ water)-
for their manufacturing indus-
‘tries is an ever deteriorating
terms of trade. S

This contention has been
vigorously ‘denied by some
‘economists as without founda-
tion. One of the most vehe-
.ment of thése antagonists .is
Professor - Goffried = Haberter
of Harvard University who-
writes:— . - L -

““The. theory has become po-

‘have shown a secular tendency
to deteriorate for the under-
developed countries, the so-
called “peripheral” world;
more precisely for the raw
material ‘producing or rathers
exporting” countries..' = This "
alleged historical trend is sup-
-posed to be the consequence
of .deep-seated - factors and
- hence capable of confident ex-
trapolation' into the future. To
.my mind the alleged historical
. facts-lack proof, their expla-
nation is -faulty; the extrapo-
lation reckless-and the. policy
-conclusions< irresponsible -.:to

4

this bombast? He says, ‘““This.
-argument, as it is_usually pre-

pular that the terms of trade I

mlmmum, and'_‘tf;ét; no skills ,';.p'ro'g're’ss; in-“the .déVelopéci
were impartted to the colonial | '

tive prices . as:-between indus-
‘try and agriculture or between .
finished goods and’ faw mate- -
rials.”. e

Professor’ Harberler. cons
‘demns too the explanation .in

states that as incomes rise the.
ducts. And hence the propor-:

diminishes . with - the rise in
world income. Although he;.

concedes that Engel’s law isi’'
““one of the best established
i~
economics”, he feel§ that “it~ . -
cannot bear.the heavy burdenf -
.| which-is :placed on.it by the(-
| theory under review”

empirical generalisations

[13 0
although it applies” to food

not -certain that rising. income{
leads to -a relative decline ini
demand for ,primary pro=:-
.ducts.” - e
. However, as Professor Bene

jamin "Higgins -of the Univers..

«cessarily -so.”*- “He" has not!
proved definitely”; ins!
‘adds, “that the thesis : cotddl

hand Dr. M. K. Atalah, de«!

likely so. =~ - v
- The conclusions . to which;.

sts leads’ him are that:

techorological progress -is r={

is just. enough to Reep bodyi
and soul together ds popula-|

possibility  that . the . termns!
here we-are by no means:

tries, with all good agriciltural
lands occupied it is almost.

, DETERIORATION OF

tinence: What ‘was ‘the impor=

i tance of the rural.sector i -

these colonial territories? We
have already seen that the ine
“dustrial sector was only ani
enclave  in ‘the colonial. terri
tories and that ecenomic

it formed a.real part of the
tropolitan country. - This

misery, We have also seen' tB

In' view of this,” the reservae’
tions shown by some econo-

fic conclusions of Dr. ‘Atallah
. are ing, . R :
-But let us exarnine exactly
“how the terms.of tradé may, -

country exporting: copper -and
plantation products in ifs in-

textiles, ‘other consumer déra-
bles :
producing “yams, fish, ' and
handicraft products : in  the
rural sector, and. trading ig

" Prosperity in the “industrial -
.sector ~will, not- in¢réase “de- .

-

increase in the incomes of the
_indigenous workers ‘in the in-

-products. - as these * income
earners substitute  “supérior’™:

¢

“absolute and refative prices.”

“Becauce, he continues,. “there .

is no evidence- that (industrial -

8

Lome produced ones. Who:has

=

SN

demand for foodstuffs rises| -
more slowly than ‘the demand: '
‘for- fimished - -industrial = prosi -

.tion of world total - income. .
spent on agricultural products;

~generally. it doesn’t apply tol*
every kind of food and it ist -

. I.l- . . ’

‘finitely proves that 'it is ,ver,)ﬂ_ -

Dr.. Atallah’s scientific -analys{
E Ini-
agricultural - countries ~where{-

significant and where outputi -

‘tion increases, there is some|

of trade of agriculture will im=; . :
prove through’ time.“But YIRS

tain. that " that will occurd
In “mature” developing coune'

-certain that the terms of trade .
“of the rural sector will decline,

' TERMS OF TRADE .~

generally only a small islad . _
of development ‘in a sea tﬁ .

the ' industrial sector, by. ®si
Pvery- nature, offered only veryy i
little employment ' opportumi<i = -
ties. . In- short, «the coumtry in ', .~
’reality was the. rural sector,,

mists to accepting the scientis

-deteriorate. Let us imagine a -

-dustrial sector, importing  _

mand for the output of the -
rural -sector. In- fact, any

dustrial sector may result in -
.a.fall in the demand for rural". -

imported comsumer goods for

countries) has changed relae

terms  of  Engels Law which . .

-

S

sity of Texas says, Hasbetler, .~
only succeeds in demonstrating{ .
that the contention “asinétf’ne-]__ .

never be right.”” On the other] - .

. We may then ask with pér-’v'-" - |

and " tinned -foodstuffsy .

Conﬁnded_oh:pége"i ‘
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. JFOREIGN investment b

-~ though
“usually benefits in various

© FRIDAY, AUGUST 4, 1

N .

p!

i

s been.defined ‘as “consisting of that part of the property

~of a country: and its inhabitants, situated abroad, from: ‘which its owners ex- -

pect to derive an income (13)." Causes of foreign investments:are in almost all cases -

economic, political and strategic. Economically, the o'rdin'_a'rl, investor will be moti-

- vated purely by direct money income which will accrue to
: In some cases the investor will ialso consider other. -}
_“indirect, incomes, for example the fact that an invest-

“ment say in the suber-plantations in Malaya, sisal in Tan- |

ganyika, or in' Katanga coper mines, might increase his

" incomefrom other investments by reducing the cost of
production of some other commodity, < r by increasing

. “the demand for that commodity. For example, invest- -
_ment in a mine will increase the demand -for mining" |

‘equipment,. while cheap rubber from Malaya will reduce,

Here- 1t should  be also -

. ‘mentioned that :indirect in-
‘come cbuld also be earned
by shifting the burden of .

high wage costs and taxation.

in the industrialised coun-

tries onto the workers and

-peasants in: the primary’ pro-
-ducing  countries,

through

ownership of the source
and therefore control of the -

production cost of raw ma-.

- terials and the . monopoli:
market -

sation- of ‘the

source in these countries -

for- manufactured ¢ ~is.

from the investing country

j.e. what the economist call -

vertical integration. This is

probably one of the re@% :
nes

sons for the present decli
in prices . of primary com-

. modities, while the prices

of manufactured goods
have actually -been rising.

GIANT MONOPOLIES

However, “the ‘supfeme
motive -of foreign invest-

mentsiremains the expected:

amount of income. - Thus, -

as. Benham points - out, -al-
“private . capital

ways the country in which

jt is invested”, the fact re-.

mains that “it is made pri-
shareholders,

pital will yield them a high-
er return there than: else-

where. . 7

- Nowadays, however, pri-
vate -investments —-are’ very

~ rarely undertaken on an in-
' dividual - basis except 1n

cases of ‘giant monopolies
like I.C.I, Ford, Rockefel-:

. lers, etc. Most investments
institutionalised... 1e. .

are
they are undertaken either

panies, co-operatives,
Building Societies, Chur-

ches, Government Corpo- .
Stock Ex- -

rations, the
change etc.; or "by the so-

sations, for. example the
World Bank and the Inter-

“The indirect control of

private * investors through

.. such institutions is clearly
- underlined by Benham
- when he writes that '

“The World Bank char-
ges a fairly high rate of

interest, normdlly 13% - |

 above the rate at which
. it borrows.in the market
from private investors on
~jts own bonds...It will
lend only on specific pro-
jects, which it is satisfied
will yield enough revenue

10 meet. interest and.re-.
payment charges, whichin. -

any event are obligations
~ of the borrowing govern-
“ment.” o

' _Hé na_lso points ‘out that

che ‘same situation is true

-.of -money provided by

National Government. He

R marily for the benefit’ of_i’;._
- ‘the - foreign lers,
-who believe that - their ca--

by Banks, Insurance Com-

" called intérnational organi- .

pational Monetary Fund. -

cites the example - of the

' British- Colonial - Develop-

mrent Corporation (now -

Commonwealth ~ Develop-

ment . Corporation) which

_ .“charges full market - rates
- for the money~ it borrows

from the Treasury”. He
. that

- when ‘the CD.C. lends, it
".. ‘“charges market rates of
interest, and when it enga- '

continues to state

ges.. ‘in direct ipvestment
1t expects to make the cur-
-rent rate of profits”. Thus.

+

the cost of rubber products like motor tyres etc., and |
hence the production cost ofimotor vehicles and other .
machinery which utilises rubber. e

-m fact, there. is ‘no diffe-
rence between the so-called

private and public loans or .
. - investments to’ or
. developing countries. It all
'; rotates “around the ques- .

in the

tion of what is the return
on capital, ie. the degree

© of marginal efficiency ‘of

r

 “donor”

- capital. And what is true of

Britain is true of any othe
capitalist country. - -

‘The following examples

~ will demonstrate the profit- .
- ability. of foreign invest--

ment§ -to the so-called
countries. The
current British foreign in-

. vestments as” published by .
the Bank of England. are

~valued at £12,821 million.
The total profits from these
investments is about

£1,300 million per annum,

ie. 11 per cent return! It
is -certainly. far greater

than they would have earn-

ed_at home. In 1959, Ame-
rican private and state: in-
vestments in Africa were
~valued at about 2 billion
‘dollars, the annual -profits
“.earned from them was 400
million dollars, per annum,
- ie., a-return of 20 per cent.
It has also been estimated

. Ahat in the last two, years

"the Latin American coun-
" tries -received. loans total- ..
““ling 603 million - dollars

- from the US Government.

- At -the same - time, these -
countries paid back debts -

.amounting to 350 million

dollars and another " 142°
- million dollars as interest
" and.’ ' commission. :
therefore, left. 111 million -
' dollars in the form of so-

- This,

called aid to these countries.
But during the same period,
US firms ‘which in fact do-

‘minate the whole of Latin"

American economy, made
~a profit of 1,600  million

" dollats out of their invest-

-ments in these 'c':ountrie's.
“ECONOMIC
COLONISATION”
This ruthless plunder of

- Latin- America was con-
fessed by the late President

Kennedy ‘himself in an in- - |
' terview with’ a. French
- journalist,

Jean - Daniel,
~when he stated thus:

“l -believe there is no”

country in the world in-

cluding dll of Africa, in-

cluding any country under

colonial rule, where eco-
. nomic colonisation (neo-.
colonialism: BC.M.) hu-
miliation and. exploitation .

were worse than in Cuba

...” as a consequence Of .

US -policy = during the

" Batista regime.: T

" And what was true of
- Cuba is still more true of
the rest of Latin America.

- Veéry often, and more so

~nowadays, political and

strategic motives have. a
very great influence - when
governments ‘are thinking
- of investing in a ‘particular
area. As an American pro-

fessor candidly stated: =

“International polizics"_ lie

. at the heart of foreign
‘ aid, and, indeed dre the

.very. reason-for its exist- -

ence. Thus pressure of re-

" gionalism have entourag-- |
-ed *countries* to " accept -
projects in: ‘Which their

. # _ * create ~ favourable
© own technicians and eco- |

" tions. for a ‘“ake off”.. But -
-1 history shov.. that foreign -
- capital: - has always been.

.. vidual -éoitﬁt}ieé “the pbli-"
tical stresses of the cold

war have directly influen-
", ced, the. shaping of aid-

" _programmes regardless of

1 . economic factors...”
~ - (own italics). ", s
- So that even if a country -

- is economically ~ unprofit-
_able, but happens ‘to be
situated ‘in. a part of the

“world where:-political. and
- strategic  advantages ~ are
considered to. 'be . much

greater; for example Laos-

.and Formosa, and today

" India, then a lot of “‘aid”

~will be poured in regardless

‘of what it can-achieve in .

im from his capital.

“terms of material - welfare

" for the people of the so-
.called recipient country.

significance, .e.g. the textile-

industry. ,

" EFFECTS. OF FOREIGN
~INVESTMENT

Today more than  ever

there is ample .evidence “of -

-{-~what effect foreign inves-

ments can. have on deve-
_ loping countries. It is how-

_ever true to admit’ that to -
“the ordinary people in the

. “donor” or investing coun-

tries, there exists a genuine .

humanitarian interest = in
_giving" aid to developing
countries in- order to en-
able

" standards of living.
As the.Swedes have: put
~it: “This means the aboli-
tion of hunger and mass
poverty,” the elimination of

epidemic diseases, the re-

duction-of infant mortality.

and, in general the creation

- of acceptable living condi-
tions”. But what in fact
does not happen -in prac-

tice;  and something that.

" the»masses «in- the =*‘donor?’

countries. - never .-appreciate .
--or even get to know, due to'.
the propaganda that usual-"’

ly praises the wonders of

them to raise  their

their aid to “poor nations”,

' is that “the aim of such

foreign aid has been to
promote, ‘in the recipient
_countries, a course of deve-

lopment -that closely coin- -
* cides . with political and
- strategic aims of the donor
country”. And above all to-
“the vested interests of the -

_ capitalist classes within the

| .donor "and recipient coun-
" tries. ' o

. General Clay’s report on
US Foreign Aid Programme
‘'was very frank on this
question. In their opinion.

“A foreign aid pro-

gramime is: one _instru-
. ment among many which

" America and other coun-

tries adequately can
afford and vigorously

_and advancement of Free
‘world interests.”’ .

‘BANKRUPTCY ¢

. . Nevetheless there is no |
- doubt that ‘if ‘conditions of -

““aid” continue to be- as
they are today, soomer oOf
“later some of the borrow-
ing - countries will  find
. themselves- in ‘a - position
where they will be unable
to repay their debts. This
sentiment has already been

voiced in the case of India-

and Pakistan. -Facts have

" must use in 'the defence |

proved that the more fo- -

reign - investment oOr- aid is

.“poured” into a -country,
" the more progressively will -

that.-country lose its free-
- dom and eventual coloni-

sation Ttesult, as happened -
in Egypt in 1869. There-is |

. no doubt that where.capi-

| tal is" properly used with
the -sole object of securing
_ the development of-the bor- -

_rowing country’s resources -

~example the French capi-
“tal did for Sweden in- the
S1770s0 it will

- for- the benefit-of the peo-
ple of that country, as for

certainly -
condi- -

. nialism™

' ‘used for ‘exploitation pur- -y
~'poses in ‘the worst. sense -of

the. word. Whether it is in-

' Asia, in' Africa or in Latin--
and .
~North. American - capital
has proyed to be a hang-
_man’s rope.round ‘the necks- .|
_ these -

.America, European

of the masses in
countries. - S

RUIN ; 

'

. "What . C. K. Hobson
- pointed out as far back as
1914 is still very. true, even .

-to_ this very. day : .‘‘Capital

‘has been employed in nu- -
merous instances to drain .|
- countries - of their resourc-

es, to weaken them econo-

‘mically and to -degrade .
- them  morally’’. He correct-
1y stated that “the danger -

is especially . greater when
highly -organised commu-

_ nities are brought into con- -
‘tact with. primitive peoples

of a lower education...”
Because of this, Hobson

- wrote.! the “uncivilised, -or -

half-civilised peoples - have
been - ruined for - the. . .-be-
‘nefits of countries with 'a
more. material develop-

- ment” - _
. Foreign aid can easily -|-
lead to loss of freedom, be-

‘cause once the lender has

~ sunk a lot of capital in a

particular’ country—just as
if a ‘Bank: or .insurance

- company has loaned an
enourmous sum of money
to a’ particular company—

~the tendency will be to ex-

tend even further credits to -
" a weak and financially un- -
sound government with the - |
hope that the “initial -miS- -
| take .may be rectified, and .".
thus all the loans repaid.

But, as the indebtedness in-

" creases, the lender—even if.
was ~unwilling—even- -

‘he ’
tually finds it irresistible to

. begin. actively .influencing
the affairs of 'the” borrow- ..
ing country. Furthermore, .

» there is- also :a* tendency
““for the lender to support -

-“the borrowing state where -

" the loan has'begen” spent " "oonniry dominated under

contrary to ‘the public will,
on the ground that the -ser-

1. vice of the loan is thus ren-
. dered. more secure”. §

FOREIGN CONTROL

Once complete economic

domination has been secur-
ed over-a country in . this

" manner, then no govern-
" ment—however

democra-
tically elected—can - stand

unless it-has the approval of -

the foreign: vested interests.
The. history - of -Latin

America bears this out, and . '

is 'another - classic

Congo
Everything = will

example.

b= done; either to -over-’
" throw it by some means, Or
- to assassinate the leader or
" leaders. In fact,- the ‘donor
country. through intimida- -
tion and- blackmail . will -
_ begin dictating ‘as to who |’
should rule and who should:
not. - India had to sacrifice -

Menon before America
-gave her “Aid”; Pakistan

was forced to let Moham- '

med’ Ali Bogra, the US pro-
tege, become Prime Minis-

ter before the US govern-
ment could promise them

wheat.

Thlis as George F Ken-

pan, former- US Ambassa-" |

dor to Yugoslavia, is re-

_ported to have said, Ame--
- rica has to be ready to take

over entirely any -area
which they.consider to be

~vital ‘to US interests but
‘whose : inhabitants are .in -

US’s own judgnment un-

able to help themselves. In -
-this case-the US should “be.

ready,” stated Kennan, “to
face the charges of. colo-

And aid is the main wea-

pon that is employed by - |
. the USA in taking -over
- former - European colonies..
"~ Furthermore, - like under-
-a colonial regime, the ccc-. -
nomy of the country will k-
 managed in. the interest
' the foreign investors. “Aid™

. will be ifefu"é'd if
- td be used in building in- -
‘dustries . which might com-.

(The Observer— .
~.10/11/63).-In fact, this has -
happened in the Congo. :

pete against the home in-

‘dustries. Thus whether it is
. the British, the French, the |
- West Germans or the US,

in other  words the Organi-

‘sation of Economic -Co- | |
| beencleared by the State .

. Department. In fact the
- author

operation and Development

“-camp. they will resist any
" industrialisation, schemes .in
_ the so-called “source-coun-
‘tries” as .long as those; in-
dustries are likely “to con-’

‘stitute. 'a threat™ to.their
own traditional - markets.
The only industries that

IR might perhaps be permitted
_are those which are subsi-

" diaries of the home indus-

tries 'and which are .esta- "

such aid is

blished -purely for the pur--

pose of cutting down on

transport and other produc-
tion costs, e.g. Pepsi-Cola,
beer, or .canning and tyre
industries. -~ Or . otherwise

. DIPLOMATS

Thus Mr. Dillon, the US -
‘Secretary of Finance, was -
quoted in:the Newsweek af

_January- 30th, - 1961, as
having stated . that: “He
will take a “strong stand
against ‘any ‘use of US
Aid money to build
factories

: they must be of the kind |
that hag already lost’ its
_signficance, - e.g. . the textile

- industry. .. - -

DEVELOPMENT

abroad, when’
these -factories are designed -

to produce for the -Ameri-

. can -market”.. And - Dr.

-A. H. Hanson quotes a

French Minister who stat-
ed that investments in
_French = colonies or- even
former colonies - “need
cause no -alarm among
metropolitan industrialists,

- because most_of them have

been 'established by French

- businessmen whose . main
concern is merely to orga-
nise initial -processing -near

‘| the-point of production”.
Another : point is that
7.just..as_under.’ colonialism.

neo-colonialism will be
compelled to lower protec-
tive tarriffs on" goods origi-
nating: from the .dominating
nation; so- also - in -many
_cases will it be obliged’ to
import some primary pro-
ducts from- the dominating
country, even at the ex-
pense of its own products.

Pakistan’s importation of
«US cotton. is a*typical ex-

‘ample of this, so-is the ex- |
-port of US chicken to

- Congo. The finances of the

- dominated country will also
_be manipulated to suit the

interests and requirements

of the investors from -the’

" dominating countries. Cou-

pled with this will. be the .

.control gver- policy through
the  so-called “expert” -ad-
visers. or as Eugene: Black
calls them, ‘Development
Diplomats”, whose ' power

to influence the - economic -
- policies of the countfy in -
| .which they are serving 1is
beyond investigation. Whe- -

ther 3t is in Latin America
or in Pakistan these ‘‘ex-
perts” are known to have
frustrated- the development

of local industries in -order . :

to.enable US firms to cap-
ture and ‘monopolise the
markets. o -

SOCIAL DOMINATION

" The field of influence will

. also be extended to cultu-
- ral-and social life of- the

people. Schools, universities

-and technical colleges -will -
be brought-under the- con- °

- trol--and - influence - of the-

.-dominating power. Here. I.
might cite one example -
which took place some time |

back. A University in one

. “independent. African coun-.
- try invited. a well-known

“author from Britain' to go
and give a talk at a semi-

‘par which the University -

authorities: ¢laimed to -be

organisinig. After sqme €x- .

- .change ‘of ‘letters; on the

© question of expenses, the -
- pext thing the author - re- -
. ¢eived was a letter from an-

. American . University ~in-

. forming him that they were

| . pleased to learn that be had

" accepted an- invitation .to °

‘address a -seminar - which

‘they were organising -and ")

-promising - that his - ticket-

| ‘would be sent: to -him as .

"'soon: as the author :had=

pever. went to
Africa—he failed- to ~be
‘cleared !..
- Remember ,
Lloyd spoke of the difficult
task of: influencing and
‘guiding. And from what I
“have already said you will
now-see that “Aid’ has be-

" -come the best way of exer-

" ism, because it . will mean |

s

" cising this task -of influenc--
ing and guiding. The agents

are the carefully ‘selected -}

University and.- Secondary
school teachers, who are

sent. to..us under ‘the so- -

called technical "'aid". pro-

grammes. It should-be em--

phasised here ~that the
struggle "to . continue: the
domination of schools and
universities *is- very vital to

‘the success of neo-colonial- .

- the - perpetration of a colo-
nial type . of education,
whererby. the ' !
~tion of the mind will be
unsuccessful -and- therefore
the youth will grow up with

.no national “consciousness, - | .

pride and responsibility—
all of which are -essential

decolonisa-. -

-characteristics of a. truly -

emancipated people. -
MASKS

In addition, there are
army and police instruc-
tors, who are-there to make
sure that our army and
police -are not trained in a
manner that might endan-

- ger colonial vested interests
- —Berlin Conference Agree-

ment ; expatriate civil ser- -

" _vants, who have “decided”

to stay; the.Peace-Corps,

In this way, like  colonial-

i

" Cross Roads and the like: '

-.ism, - neo-colonialism. pro- -
- vides a great number of

jobs to many people from
‘the “donor’ countries.
Imagine the thousands of
Americang engaged in such
services both -at home: and
abtoad. Would they not in-
crease - the . 46 million

- poor ?° But, the importadt -

* thing to bear in mind is |
~that all ‘these people are -{.

just wearing different
masks.  Like their prédeces-
sors, the colonial officers,.

" they come to serve not our .

interests but their respecs

" tive countries’ interests. So

- that whatever knowledge
and skills they might im-

part, all are. calculated 10 °
preserveé our colonial .sta- .

tus. “Aid” is used-to divide
us into blocs as African

unity is +inimical" to neo--

neo-colonialist interests.
" We are thus condemned
forevér .to -the. status of

. producers of the “essential

tem,

. raw . materials”; ‘and to

provide facilities for their |

‘military "bases, whose pur-
pose is to protect colonial
plundering against any na-

tional challenge,7and which - |-

are also aimed against the-
-USSR and China. In each

- case we-are just used; in

each case we are consoli-:
dated in a . position of a
third class- human Dbeing,
so. that in the end we_shall
remain nothing but draw-
ers of water and hewers of
wood. In the end we shall
be blamed for our failure
to progress,” while the sys-
which is the sole
cause of our backwardness
in the 20th century, will be

.- lauded to the sk{ies; o

QUISLINGS

' " ‘Before X cbncliicie,_ I

‘would like to ‘meation one -

colonialism, - n'e o-colonial-

- -important _ -point. - Unlike .

ism finds a much more fer- -

" tile ground, because of .the
" quislings

e

and-- TshciZcs.

-
i,

Chango Machyo

" 'Ugandan Journalist. -

‘the inability. of . Africans to |
that from what has so far -~

"unite, I pevertheless feel-

. thérmore to- be. able to use ot

_ ‘serfdom.  under

&atwon - |- happened and from'the be- .-
that - Selwyn .. haviour - and attitude of
: what .one would consider. -
“‘to be some. of the weH-
" educated . Africans, I come

" to feel that it is a very diffi=

cult thing for a people who
have been subjected under

. foreign - domination  for

s -

@ e

-years to accept: their-fiee= =

dom-as a fact, and fure-

their newly acquired ‘“inde-
pendence”. intelligently and
constructively to the ma.
ximum interest of theit

“ own people and nation,

-~ SOLD"BACK! "

" 1 have come to- fear thaf -

just as the Chiefs sold our

". people away to slavery and
- later sold our countries to

colonialism in exchange. for,
a few guns, toys and other
childish ornaments,” or 'by,
entering the so-called trea--
ties for’ “protection™
against some fictitious ene=
‘mies, even today we are’

“likely to be sold back into -

neo-colo-

nialism by. our leaders, . .

who are - proving to be

more after power, super= ‘.
ficial wealth and cheap-pu~

blicity, than after national
reconstriction ~ and = deéves .
lopment, R

. Haiti' is a classic exam= -
ple of how the struggle and

victory of the masses could = . |
be betrayed and eventually, -

.its aims frustrated by a

small ‘stratum of * people

“who -aspire to lead dn alien

" tion.

way of life, and who' are .
therefore prone to corrup=-

On 14th - August, | 1797,

“the African slaves in: Haiti - '

rebelled against theirzEuro-

pean enslavers. After 12

years:  of a bitter war

against a superior army of SR
the Spaniards, ‘they libe-! .

‘rated Haiti. After this war
the African cult of voodoo
and the African gods gave:

the fighters theé courage,. ..~
‘toughness and faith which! & ~

" were - necessary to ‘inflict.
- upon the first Consul Na-;
. poleon Bonarparte his first
- defeat in history—~des’pite1
. the fact that, as today, the /"
-, Africans  were '
~unarmed .in = comparison
| with the well-drilled and’

virtually; .

trained European army, !

DEDICATED .. %, '

. After the struggle. and
.. the historical " victory, the
~ educated stratum. among .
them very rapidly took - -
possession -of the. offices of.\

the newly won state. This
was inevitable since they

R were the only ones who
#.could read and write. But .
‘they were entirely dedica=,

ted to‘European doctrines 1

and a- Furopean way of’

life. Theyconsidered them~
selves immensely superior;
to ~the  masses :who had
fought for freedom not -so

- that they might be re-en-~

slaved by their own people,

. ‘but in-order to be free to

work for genuine progress. .

- However, the wishes, be- .
 liefs and aspirations of the - .
_ masses were arrogantly diss -
- regarded. oD
- In the- constitution, the
| country was.declared to be
" Catholic, - although Rome -

had’lost -alljinfluence. Voo-

" doo was outlawed—but the
“populace never .gave up .
- their belief in Voodoo. .-To -
_ this very day Haiti remains- . -

one of the mostsbackward

.. countries. Why?:Is'it due to

" the inability: of;the negro to N

among our peoplés. Where- . |

as I do not -agree . "ih,

Harry Johnston's " thesi.} of

o

| (&m_.aued on page 6) T

~rogress ? Senator Ellender.
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" Belgium, it was clear that Congo cau

WIHEN in 1960 the Congo was ~pr6c|é'ir;ﬁed an.iﬁdepeﬁdénf‘i.Scﬁeféi.gn Sfafé. by
Id not stand on-her feet both politically

and, economically without much trouble. For no ‘sooner had her independence been

proclaimed that neo-colonialist intrigues set out to work.

© Added-to the general deplorable state of economic

3 Ele\‘/elopme'r_nL in which_her former colonial masters had
. left her; added to her tragic medical services and the -

general inefficiency in the public services, which Congo
" had ‘inheritéd, Condo fell victim so soon after indepen-

dence to neo-colonialist intrigues. .

The low-level of economiic

development which Indepen-
‘dent Congo had tragically in-
herited. was aggravated by a
_general breakdown of law and
order which had been preci-
pitated by neo-colonialist
agents. and capitalists. -~

There ‘was an ‘avid . desire

_to.loot and plunder the wealth
.of the Congo for the enrich-
“ment not of the Congolese
themselves but for the mono-
colonialists in: France, PBritain,
Belgium and United States.
This mad rush . for exploita-

" tion of Congo’s -wealth . blin- -

ded these Western neo-colo-

" npialist ‘big time capitalists .|

backed by their Governments,

iinto doing anything possible
in furtherance of their wicked
aims—even murder—for they
had a hand in the murder of
"the ‘one whose
feared most—Ilate Patrice Lu-
mumba a nationalist,’a true
patriot and son of Africa.’

% _
- Bribery and corruption, di--

rect political interference .in
the internal affairs of an In-
dependent -Congo, diplomatic
trickery were some of the
means these hard-core capita-
_lists backed by their govern-

" ments who preached on¢ thing |

and practised - another ‘em-

% ployed in furthérance of ' their

- vested -interests in the Congo.

T Little wonder, therefore, that
an Independent Congo—but
“was it actually independent?—

should present such a deplora--

ble picture of economic de-
cline, political instability and

.- general arrest of the forces
" making for a "harmonious’

social order.

- LUCID ACCOUNT
-In. the booklet “The Tra-
gedy of the Congo”, just pu-
:blished in Lagos by the Lagos
iStudy Circle, there is a con-
weise, factual and lucid account
of the Congo—its economic
tentialities, and its wealth.
ere is an account also of
e ‘competition between U.S.,
‘Britain, France and Belgium
in amassing as much wealth
as possible from the Congo.
A searchlight is thrown on

. ‘the American influence on the’

JU.N.O. activities in the Congo

and an inkling into the extent

of the duplicity of American
policy concerning: the Congo
is also given. - -

As is to be éxpected, a
chapter “is devoted to “The
Lynching of Lumumba” and
\:_the' other activities of the
WU.N.O. in the Congo namely
~an attempt to find a suitable
person (s) -after Lumumba’s

', death who combined simulta-

" to- -teach - Africa’

neously mass appeal and who
swould also incline to the West

oor in fact be pro-American in
the political storm that was
dlready blowing in the already
strife-storm  State. - Attempts
.were made to bribe politicians
'and - military officers, - mass

arrests of true nationalists who .

- commanded mass appeal and
support were made and’ all
these under the very eyes, nay
with the tacit acquiescience of

' the U.S—influenced United

- Nations officials. !

. What lesson ‘has the Congo
and the

world? - o

Pt

the solution of the Congo pro-
‘blem? These are some of the
-geaera’ themes discussed in
this iucresting book from

ideas they

polistic

‘richest countries n.

nialist - capitalists _tk
‘played up one political leader

o 1 ged in
What - answer is there for- a

I will now ‘dwellA on them,

one by one.

The Congo is rich, but ifs |
people "are poor, - this, clearly.

is ‘an irony. For how.can a
people in a nation which pro-

. duces, ‘60 per cent of the

world’s output of copper and
4 per.cent of the world’s out
put of zinc. together with 50
per cent of the 98 per cent of

the world’s output of diamond | -

which Africa produces be said
to be poor, for-it is hard, says
this book, to find any other
couniry in- Africa, Asia or

‘Latin Ameérica which has such

gich and varied mineral re-
sources. “It has been estima-
ted by specialists” writes the

_book, “that_if the agricultural
resources of the Congo were |

utilized rationally, and to a
full measure, this country
alone could meet all' the re-
quirements of the entire Afri-
can continent in food”.

PLUNDER AND
EXPLOITATION

" If the Congo is potentially

“a rich country with- such a
vast amount of natural resour-

ces why should the people be
poor ?- The answer is clearly.
given in this publication - by

“the. Lagos- Study Circle.

" Thus another -theme which

‘is developed in the book and

which forms some sort of an
explanation for the deplora--
ble economic situation  in
the Congo, can be summed
up in these - words—‘mono-
capitalists’  plunder
and exploitation = of  the
riches of the Congo for
the enrichment of Western
big time capitalist concerns.’
The book tells the story of

‘the participation of Rocke-
feller

and other capitalist’
tycoons  in Britain,” France,
Belgium and United States in

the shares of mining corpora- |

tions in the Congo. .
The wealth fo the Cong
does not serve Africa since- it
is controlled by the monopo-
lists‘from Western'Europe and
the-US. . . -

The most important among
them are “Tanganyika Conce-
ssions” “Societe General de
Belgigue”, “L’Union Miniere
du. Haut-Katanga” and others.

The owners of these corpora- |

tions . have invested millions
of dollars in the mining of
diamonds, gold, copper and

‘cobalt. But their profits -are

still greater. Thus as it is
pointed out in the  book

“Trusts in the Congo” publi-

shed in Brussells in 1961 the
shareholders of the “L’Union
Miniere du Haut-Katanga”
pocketed the tidy sum of 30.5
million dollars in 1961 alone,
a bad year for the firm due

to military operations in Ka--
ST

tanga. \

These monopolies' are en-
gaged in a savage struggle for

- the possession of -the Congo’s

wealth. It is no wonder there-
fore that one of the potentially
“Africa
would. ironically display - such
a low level of standard  of:
living. o
 In this- monopolistic com- .
petition. among the: neo-colo-
they .often

against the other and indul-

much distas(eful propa-
ganda "of political and: diplo-
matic mudslinging against the
nationalist leaders :who .com-

_bine” the true spirit to lead

with ‘mass appeal. Thus as the

booklet - clearly~ shows the

.

secessionist tendencies of
‘Tshombe "of Katanga was
backed by the U.S. capitalists,
backed in turn by the U.S.
State Department. This was

"done in order to - safeguard

American share and profit in

‘the .. “L’Union Miniere du

Haut Katanga”. S

“While . po_w’er in the. Coﬁgo

was wielded by Belgium, the

US. had. a slim chance of

- penetrating into this African

‘country. However with the
liquidation of the colonial re-
gime the situation- underwent
a radical change”, this book

observes. “In the opinion of’

Rockefeller and other Ameri-
can tycoons,”: the book states,

““an. independent Congo be-

e

| by Our Special Correspondent

This '.was ‘{ivhat the Ameri-

new factor which irterfered in
the struggle. .

. The kind of government to
emerge in Independent Congo
and what it stood for. :

'._L'un-tumbafs election as a'

golese Government-did not so
much embarrass and frustrate
Washington as the .ideas he
stood for and the policy he

was going'to pursue. :
It was clear that the Ameri-

and this, they did. Patrice-Lu-
mumba, a true nationalist, a

‘free. competition - where- the
best man wins (meaning, of
course, the most powerfal. and.
ruthless capital)’. =~ - -

lies
through - higher taxation and
the ~ enforcement - of * control -

cans thought but there was a.

‘premier of a Centralized Con-

cans will make a counter move’

ready to. sacrifice his life for
-the honour and independence

appetites of foreign 'monopo-
should- be  restricted

over their activities.

" - This was adistasteful and
- bitter pill for the Americans
~ to swallow; ‘they must find a

way out by fair or foul means.

" The American business men.

were especially upset, as this
‘booklet clearly shows, over the
fact that their long-standing

| plans for :the acquiring of a
“L.’Union -

large’ holding of
Miniére” shares are being
frustrated since . this- corpora-
tion ‘was ‘to become the pro-

perty of the Congolese Gov- |
- ernment. Something must and

in fact was done to change
things illegally and unconstitu-
tionally. =~ - o :
What happened- to Lumum-
ba and his patriotic. and na:
tionalist - colleagues - at the
hands of puppet ‘governments’
sustained and directed by U.S.-
‘and influenced by UN. offi-
cials working hand in hand
and. in fact controlling the
arch-traitors of the Congo—
Tshombe, Kasavubu' and Mo-

" ‘butu—is so- glaringly given in
- : o _ .. this book.
Patrice Lumumba. .. victine of capitalist intrigues '

The United Nations was

" called into the Congo by the

lawfully. ~constituted Govern-

-~ ment headed-by the late Pat-

tice Lumumba to restore order
but in the language of this
booklet, “In all the. intrigues
-against the Lumumba Govern-
ment, Washington leaned upon
the U.N. Secretariat and its
representatives in the Congo
who supervised the United

| Nations troops and -Adminis-

tration” . _ » ‘
Conor O’Brien’s book “To

some of the intrigues. of the
U.S.-influenced U.N: -
“Thus Ralph Bruce Heinz Wies-
cholf and Andrew ' Cordier,
American. Advisers ‘to  Dag
Hammarskjoeld made up the
so-called “Congo Club” which
determined the U.N. policy. in

‘states: -

of the Congo, held that the

Katanga and Back” - depicts.

men. .

the. Congo. Thus the booklet

S~ ) AT

g c ot

‘it that the United Nations was
neéver fully informed about the
_developements in the Congo.
All the correspondence -receiv-
ed by the UN. Secretariat
from the Congozwhich could
provide a fruitful picture of
the developments in that coun-
try was handled by members

supplied the U.S: State Depart-
on the subject leaving the re-
‘member-states in -the dark. As

.Assembly nor the  Security
Council disposed of informa-
tion necessary for the adoption
' of correct. and. timely deci-
_sions™. - e
This is the extent of Ameri-
can interference -in the Congo.
A flagrant violation of ‘the res-
.pect--for the sovereignty of
other states.. -~ - = -

' GRIM PICTURE

in the Congo is to hold sway.
. The rest of. the book: gives a
grim picture of the plots
hatched against Lumumba, for

Joved hLis people and not only
stood for a centralized gov-
‘ernment for ‘the Congo but
was also-a thorn in the flesh
‘of American policy. -

His arrest, his confinement,
indignities . suffered and his
deaé,und_er the very aegis of-
the ‘United Nations which he
had invited to weather the poli-

cribed by the Lagos. Study
Circle. S

_book also ‘brings -into- sharp
‘focus the "questionable diplo-
matic tactics of Dag Ham-
‘marskjoéld and his Amerjcan
U.N. Advisers and the-attempts
‘made by thé Americans after
the. death: of Lumumba:. o
help - create . puppet = govern-
ments and put people in po-
wer who were politically and

shington.

tragédy to teach?. This is -the
last theme of this very inte-
resting booklet. .

" «The: ‘Congo Club’ saw to.f_

of the ‘Congo Club’. They
meni with detailed information
presentatives of other UN. "

a result, neither the General -

indgpendence. -

no other reason than-‘that he:

tical storm in. the country is
fully and  picturesquely des- .

i “The 'remaiﬁing parf of the

diplomatica]ly_ inclined to Wa-"

What lessons has ‘the Congo.

We are asked- th beware-
of the false alarm often raised

: Ey Washington : against - the'

threat of “International Coms. =

munism’, :

We are also.asked to-mote '
_that Congo: shows that each. '

"time the Americans raised the

munism” to an‘African State

_one should - be - prepared for

one or another form of Ame~

rican aggression. The Comae

munist - threat fabrication has !

become a sort of shield for

the United States to-cover up
its intrigues against Countries
which are striving ~for

' The second lesson to" be. ~
learnt as the book makes out -

clearly is that -Africans should :
not place such great faith im

|the UN. and should on na .
‘ decount entrust it with the
- .| destiny of any African States-.

‘The functions which havay.

o S :'been‘ assumed by - the UNg
 Lumumba ‘should  be done )
'|'away - with if. American policy

troops and administration im -
the Congo could fully wel®
have been discharged ‘by: thes
African- themselves. - This -i®
what the Lagos Study Circle
thinks and this*is what many]
African Politicians and -statee

‘men think also. ‘This brings

to the fore, the importance
of the -unification of Africa

which has so often. been strese: .

sed by Dr. Kwame Nkrumah,
President of the Republic of
Ghana. e
“It-is necessary”’,
‘concludes, ““to” take all non-.
African - troops and foreign
military . advisers out of . the

“Congo, while the functions of -

i

alarm-in connection with the = -
threat of ‘“International Coms=. -

theig-

the U.N. if -such a need ‘arises, -
can be transferred into -the’

‘hands of the Organisation of
African Unity”.: .

' This book sets out: in-clear
| and concise outline the tra-

the book.

gedy that was Congo’s. ¥ = -

gives an interesting.
of the:

political and ecopomic!

tragedy in which, Congo was .

plunged and sounds-a:warssag

note - indirectly to Africa¥

Heads of State of the dangeff -

of flirting with neo-coloniale
ism in all .its maniféstationsy
The = Statesmen . of Afri

- should take note: efther

"Unité now or perish u J

ever increasing, _
systematic intrigues of ‘neg«:

colonialism in all its diversé

ot

forms and-manifestations.”

came as it ‘were an arena for

4

Continued from page 3

not seen the labourer taking
to drinking. tea, morning,
afternoon and evening and
visiting ~ the cinema _house
every night as soon as his in-
come rises a wee bit 2~

- Again, for the same reasons
any favourable development

in the rural sector increases -

demand of the rural worker
for imported -goods instead of
demand for output of that
sector, R
An even funnier thing may
happen. As yams, are the sta-
ple food of the people in the
rural sector, a large propor-

tion of everyone’s income is

spent on. them. With improve-

.ments in- yam' production re-

sulting in increased output and:
a fall in prices, the people may
tend :to spend less on- the
cheap yams and buy more of
other foodstuffs and manufac-
tured goods which they.con-.

sider superior. This is what.

_economiists- call “Griffen’s pa-
radox”.. “Thus .improvement
in - the cultivation of yams
benefits :the ‘rest of the world”
.more thanthe people and the
country producing them.

" There are yet other factors
which tend to deteriorate the
terms  of trade-of  countries
producing primary products.

devoted statesman who was

; Some of '-t_hese‘are the follow--

ing; , .

(a) Technological improve-
ments have a tendency towards
‘economising in the use of raw
‘materials. Thus demands for
raw materials instead, of in-
I creasing  with technological
developinent tend to fall. A
siriilar tendency is the prac-
tice of producing . filled-in

blocks, a method which
obviously - uses less cocoa..
* (b) The substitution of syn-
thetics for raw. materials. The
least rise in the prices of raw
materials goads manufacturers
into a search for synthetic

.ced countries. .. = :

(c) The advanced fapitalist

cing creeping inflation_ since
the last” war. The prices of
their manufactured . products.
have therefore tended to- rise,
whileprices of primary- pro-
ducts such: as_ cocoa
shown steady decline. -
. '(d) Response of supply to

‘long delayed ‘in the' case of
agricultural  products..  This
means that the effects-of these
~enonses” ar~. felt long after
‘e change - This tends " to
| aggravate, situations. -

1

w

he Colonial

chocolates instead of whole

substitutes, the mateérials ~for
which are found. in the ‘advan-
b

“countries have been experien-

have::

changes: in price tend . to be

A case in point is the re-

.| percussions of the all-time
high- price of cocoa in 1954..

The. high prices led manufac-
turers to seek for substitutes

tially. reducing demand.-On

impetus o cocoa production
that by

_Ghana’s . cocoa export for

the tragedy, theprice of cocoa
‘in 1961 was much less than
it was in 1954. S

its products outside the coun-
| try, an agricultural economy is
‘unduly susceptible to fluctua-

these

_And, what ‘is more,
be

fluctuations  "tend © to

‘country. A depression. abroad
‘causes a decline’in the de-
mand of these exports which
| being primary products suffer
large. price and value declines.

“ference between high and low.

commiodity exports from de-

and to economise in the use
of cocoa butter thus substan-

“the other_hand it gave stich .
961 the volume of

example, had increased very
substantially. ‘But,;#fand this is .

Finally, Wwith the demand for

itions in foreign economies. .

magnified in ‘the- agricultural .

‘On the other hand, prosperity
"abroad may greatly increase,
- the demand for these exports..
“Thus ‘the.amplitude or. the dif-

_prices is'very great. A U. N..
“study - of - this .for 18 major

veloping countries betwéen

37 per. cent. That is, export

again to 100, during an ave-

years. duration. - A. similar
‘mineral proceeds gave an
amplitude of 27 per cent.

- be readily appreciated if it.is
remembered -that a. great

nomies. That is, ‘their export
‘earnings are-precariously hin-

mary product. Thus in 1950

receipts accrued from cotton
exports, cotton contributes.to
90" per cent of Salvador’s ex-

and sugar products account

ports, while cocoa has always
“been  the, mainstay of the
Ghanaian economy. . '

By the very fact that
countries’ .are foreign-trade
orientated it means that a
large proportion. of govern-

| 1901—1950 amounted to about

proceeds during that period |
fell from 100 to 63:and -rose

rage fluctuation ‘cycle - of four™

study. of yearly fluctuations in .

The grave effects of this can

many of the developing coun-.
tries have mono-cultural eco-
ged on the export of one pri- |
petroleum exports accounted.
for 97 per cent of Venezuela’s,

export earnings, in Egypt 90
per cent of foreign exchange.

port . receipts, in . Cuba sugar.

for 90 per cent of total ex- .
" be adopted. Hence the exacet-,

‘thése -

export dufies. The- .
rant monc-culture of the ex-
port sector and the wide am-
plitude . of fluctuations imply,
that such economies_are most
unstable .and’eco_no;nic plan-
-ning in most cases is virtually
impossible. :

- - Increased production only,
tends to depress prices and re-

| duce export earnings, . thus

defeating the very purpose for -
-which output.- is - expanded. -

-This is the dilema of all less °
produ-

developed countries,
cing, as -the overwhelming

-majority of the produce, agri=

cultural products for export,

. A progressive government,: . |

such as that of Ghana, com=

mitted to a policy of rapid and .

‘effective development is faced -
not only with the task of re=:

B

<

solving  this paradox but also

with the burden of undoing]
the harm- that colonialismi has
‘done. To achieve these poli-
cies, measures which will ine
evitably affect imperialist ine
terest: drastically may have toy

bation displayed by imperial}

“ists and their agents over the} -
_policies - of . progfessive gow-

ernments. - SRR
. (Next week- we shall studyi
-government measures in .the; -

ment reveaue is derived from

‘salution of these problems). - o 2

,
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