the problems of development in Ghana ‘at this

" together' with our views on Mr. ‘Mensah's ‘argu-

countries the only way left o maximise accumu-
lation and to industrialise is through the process
- # 7of "motivation", which, according to

" tury Britain fo justify his stand, = - -

' the recent referendum for socialism that develop-.

* concomitant turning of ‘self-employed  farmers
" into exploited wage-workers owning no means of.
. production. =~ . o

" conditions of Africa; there is no reason why one
_should dogmatically assert. that socialism ‘cannof

" necessary condition for ending poverty. But unless’
~ that stock of means of production is under social

“means of production will be used to "conquer the
poverty '

_.double-faced™ elements have been replaced by

" lutionary activities in this country, we have held

from. two angles.: .

- “then the .nationexpects kim fo resign his post. if
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 WE CANNOT TAKE IT |

: T WE have devoted our inside :p.ages to publ_isﬁ the

presidential address of Mr, J. H. Mensah on
year's conference of the Bhana Economic Society’

ments taking them one by one and dissecting them
in some detail. . . 7
" 'Mr. Mensah's main view is thatin developing

 (vir..Mensah,
is "the desire for private profit". o
Amid a welter of confusion he quotes Marx

and cites the accumulation of cap

-d% by . -

" It is the view of THE SPARK and'l'he\vas'l'

majority of the people of ‘Ghana who voted at

ing ‘countries cannot in a world of monopoly capi-
talism develop in the same way that Britain and
other capitalist countries’ developed .in the .19th
century by the slow accumulation of capital in the
hands of privateicapitalist entrepreneurs and the

. _In our epoch, a‘nd és_p‘ecia_llY ‘in- the concrete

be built except on-the riiins of indigenous capital-"
ism. We a'?ree that capital must be accumulated.

" Every developing country needs*to add as fast. as- '

possible to its stock of means of production as a

control there is no guarantee whatever that those.

" of ‘the mass of the people. -~~~
‘What is really interesting in Mr. Mensah's
address is that having-rejected European socislist
experience as not sufficiently "African” he draws-
‘his model from economic "development. which. is’
neither African, nor of the 20th century, nor socia-
list. "In fact, he draws on European capitalist
expeérience. of an epoch already dead for more
than half a century. ~ 7 ia e
" There are many reasons why we have devoted'
our precious pages to..discussing Mr.. Mensah's
address. s |

.- Porsemeti

s & now it ‘has ‘been the policy of
the - Government of Ghana to mobilise the best:
brains of this country in & way that projected a
new image of Ghana. It looks as if the cynical,

B

honest, hardworking, responsible and open-hearted
men ready to defend what the couniry stands for.
Right through the periods of counter-revo-

the conviction that nearly all men of honour head-
ing the soft » orar
devoted fo the peoplé's cause. But Mr. Mensah's
éffrontery in defying the -wishes of the people
’,_expressel_z at the referendum should be interpreted

First, Mr. Mensah .' IS enh'l'led to his vtews. ‘but

he sees in our policy only "thr “~Aure of the exis’-

ital in 19th cen- ||

especially - the:.

R

-

| President Nkrumeh said:

agents among

" Addressing a mammoth- crowd &t the Accra
International ‘Airport:on :his return: from Cairo, -
Iready someé sections of the British press, .
imperialisss...and, ; neo-colonialist .|
dd begun 10 fa . ‘

and fiitile “propagandd’ againsi the impressive | aialism has grown. stronger.
achievements of the. Organisation : of African

CAIRO marks an upsurge in the African Revolution.. The: decisions of the.

second Summit of African Heads of State and Government. point to a
growing realisation of the ineyitability of taking the road, of revolution in the .
struggle 3f the African peoples against colonialism, neo-colonialism and apar-
theid. And the violent reaction of the imperialist press, more especially the
hysteric and vitriolic attacks on rédick_al.AfFr’ _ : '
Nkrumah in- particular, also confirm the view that Cairo has struck fear into
‘imperialism and its agents. . . ' - ' L

ican leaders in general and Kwame

nial rule- Ras reported an

“handling of affairs by the
Cgm;pittee of Nine.

fabricate Ties |~ The

African statés. All the in-

in ‘a few ‘but important’

Wl Unity ir Cairo. If only they knew. the depth of

solidarity and understanding created at the Cairo
Conference among the Heads of State and Go-
vernment, they would be less vocal and mare

dices- of national activity
.show that in the economic,
‘cultural and, military sphe-
res the grip of imperialism

spots of the people’'s power are|

To fully appreciate and
correctly evaluate -the deci-
sions of “the Cairo Confe-
rence, there is need to re-
view the period from last

ference to-the- eve of the
Cairo Conference. .

AFRICAN RIVAL
-~ GROUFINGS .
Addis Ababa formally

eliminated rival groupings
of ‘African states. In the

organisation .embraces
every .independent “African
state. -In addition, it has
assumed full responsibility
for helping’ the struggle for
national liberation in those
| parts' of Africa still afflic-
ted by colonialism . ~and
white minority rule.-

Anglo-U.S.  states. of the
Monrovia: group -and - the

known as U.AM. (Union
of African and Malagasy
States) - theoretically. was
capable of moving forward
in one or other of two di-
rections. It could move all
‘Africa into a rapproach-
ment , with imperialism. It
could, on the other ‘hand,
lead Africa into a-continen-

forces between the radicals
and the so-called mioderates
within the O.AU. , =

The strategists of impe-

-~ Coninued oiv page 8

&
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discreet. Africa is on the march”.

rates’ within the O.AU. in_
year’s -‘Addis Ababa Con- |

The result of\su
| tegy would be’ threefold.-

, : "Secondly, the neo-colonia-
‘place of : these = groupings.
‘was set.up the Organisation’
of African Unity. The new -

' This amalgam ‘Which em-
braced the radical Casa-
|} blanca  zstates; w.the.. Pro-: | riglivm - has chalked 7

- W€ | twelve months, - - .
pro-French group of states _ s

has been tightened in coun-
T ' | tries like Congo.(Leopold-
swiftly. The basic element | ville), Nigeria. Tanganyika

ebb " in revolutionary. acti- -
vity due to unsatisfactory -

in -their strategy has been | and” most of  the French--

spcal?ihg "African states:
An even more ominous as-
pect.- of this imperialist

to ‘manipulate the ‘mode-:

uch a sira- can-states ,which could: be
First, the remaining colo- .
nial territories .would  be |- assistance
confidently transformed into
regimes ‘of neo-colonialism.

rections—towards -  mutual
between  the.

‘designs everywhere on the

-lism in some African states |  African’continent. -
‘would be strengthened | -~ * '
- through ecobomic “develop- | BLQOCS WITHIN 0.A.U.

ment being made to follow
the path of orthodox capi-
talism. Thirdly, the states .
of radical African nationa-
lism' and socialism - would
be - isolated ‘and gradually-
undermined by a policy
that!. .combines aid-with-
strings -and coup d’etat.. | French-speaking states

It has to. be admitted | have tended to operate as
that' the ‘strategy of impe- | @ phalanx.of. ‘French pre-

‘nounced blocs of states
in the O.A.U. framework.

of .the U.A.M. while .the
other is .quite - mew., The

s

4

is growing in importance
is  very: closely attached to
Anglo-US.  imperialism

some’ gains “in’ ‘the 'past

' jointly opérated in two di--

fice? in’ Africa; - The -other’
‘thanounced - bloc * “which |

tal struggle against impe-’
rialism. The decisive factor |
would be the balance. of-

- The Dar-es-Salaain based
Liberation Committe- of
Nine has operated more or
set for. it''by: impetialiSm.
Through the manipulation
of the Liberation Commit-

‘tee and under the cover of

U.N. operations in .the

Congo, the liberation strug:
gle in. Angola has slowed

down and-events there have
taken -8 ‘line largely in
accord with US. strategy.
Ir. addition. every national

rialism - were -quick to see . liberation moyement in the
this .point. And they acted | territories still wuder colo-

and revolves around - the
-Lagos - Leopoldville - Dar-
‘es-Salaam  axis. - Through

fjalism has
-label. .
formances of this well-oiled

impetialisi, -*some ¢évents
1 in_the past twelve ‘months

favour -‘of -radical ‘African
nationalism. = = ..
| bility n The Frenh-speak-

"diplomatic. machinery ~of

drive has been the tenden- .
1 ey 10 create blocs “of " Afri--

states involved and towards
-giving effect to imperialist -

Gradually;, two unan
‘have been rigged up with- |

Gne. is simply a projection -

¢ two groups of states-|
erialis largely
siicceeded in  pushing . its
policies- under an African’

,.,D&spite- the. sleek,.pei'.-_

have fended to- work  in .

RS

ed by ineffective economic
policies, has tended "to
-expose the hollowness of
the -view -that economic
progress can come only by

‘on the former*colonial po-
Wer. o
- The reactions -of some
Heads of State and Gov-
ernment to popular ' de-
mands in, their countries
for- better living- standards
and ° greater- personal free-

> - domy have shown~np: these :
1 African leaders. as- leaning
.more on the -side-of impe- -

rialism and less on . their
~own peoples. These .epi-
sodes have unmasked -as

rialism some African lead-
_ers 'who were once thought
‘nationalists..

US. IMPERIALISN.
=" EXPOSED

‘ . The performancejdf the..
United States in the Congo.

-has exposed the US. as a.
“thorough-going = 1mperialist
state before the eves of the
very African people’ whom'
‘Washington. has
might and  main to per-

US.A. is a fairy god-fa-
- ther ready and eager :to

~ -1 help ‘(without strings) the
- - |'emergent states of - Africa.

Furthermore, :' the. - Congo

constituted, could serve as.a
.cover. for the machipations
of imperialism -and" neo-

colonialism.. - .

strains- and stressest -'in
Africa, the states of radical
nationalism have made sub-
stantial - progress in‘national
reconstruction. The achieve-

“have brought it home to the

| student - of = contemporary

Africa that the line of rely-
ing -on ourselves can yield
-rich dividends. Indeed ‘these
states, much as they still-
have a good deal more to
do. in raising ‘the living
-standard of their peoples,.

' denerate. -and” maintain -a
faster . rate of economic-
growth than any other Afri-
can state -whether :in. the
French or the Anglo-US.
spheres of influence. "~ -
. This - then -was" the - state:
of affairs when -thie Heads
of ‘State and Government’
met ~at Cairo.” And while
imperialism was expecting

yalong the couges Wasteru

by

ing states, usually generat-".

way of abject dependence .

collaborators - with- impe-.|

to be or regarded as true .

.-striven .|

suade to the view - that.

operations -have shown how .
1-easily: the U.N., as presently:

“In the midst of -all the

merits of, ~Ghana, UAR,
Algeria, to name & -few,

have “shown 'that -they can: |

the O.AU. -to proceed |

Julius' Sago.

for it, Cairo has turned out

to be a -shocking setback. .
for imperialism. The deci-.

sions show that Africa is -
alive to the intrigues of im-

perialism 'within the O.AU.;

anti-imperialist
path. - . ' : o

* What is the evidence for -

this-?. - ’

FIRST, the ineffective-

ness of the Liberation Coma

mitee of -Nine _has been

-acknowledged--by -all -~ and . . -
steps have been -taken ‘t@ -

_réctify this. The. pattern of

expenditure of the Come .
mittee is now - to be laid .
down, not by the Commit- -

tee itself, but by a "Budget.

Ministerial Council. By this
one stroke the accountabi-

the - Heads of- State -and
Government
~Council of - Foreign . Minis-

blished. .The Budget Com-
mittee meets -in February’

financial responsibilities of
the various liberation move-
ments. . - : :

- SITUATION
. The Angolan ssituation. is
‘'on the“way to- being radi--
cally - revised. American

grip over Angolan affairs i - .

likely. to loosen. The inci-

‘Holden by -his Foreign-

camps -of the Angolan free-
“dom’ fighters- in- Congo

the partisans inside Angola’
—these facts have exposed
the extent 'to which impe-
rialism has bhad a hand in
‘steering  the -affairs of _the
wing. of the Angolan. libe-
ration movement
nised by the Committee of
Nine. - - - - ’

with- a . ¢lear mandate™ to
reconcile . the:

liberation ' movement. - This
is clearly a’defeat for the
U.S. policy: of keeping - the -

_revolutionary wing of the

Angolan struggle out of the

strategists’ had mapped .out |

and that Africa is deter-
mined - to ‘move forward -
-} along "an

lity of th e Committee to_
through the - |
ters has been firmly esta-
next. yeari:wbut  between .
-now and its meeting: seven

months - hence Ghana has
volunteered to shoulder the

THE ANGOLAN

sive 'criticism. of Roberto .

.Minister at. Cairo, the ex-‘ -
.posure of the bitter truth.
that imperialist agents have -
infiltrated the training. -

‘recog- .

A commission of three,, -
‘made up of UA.R,, Algeria -
‘and Ghana has been.setup, .

.Roberto °

Holden and Augustine-Neto:
wings of the  Angolan

. Conii'nued;on page 8

Committee which is fhe .

(Leopoldville), and the re- .
velation that afms supplied. -
by Algeria had not reached -
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-‘MR. J. H. Mensah's President
rence of the Economic Socie

~ tled "How to -pursue economic ough' ¢
“without imperialism''. For it is based on three premises, tw

‘which is there simply by i
simply that he poses the probl
list past, no foreign property on
does not exist. The two stated arguments are

ts deliberate or unconscious omissic
em.in a world in which Ghana has no' imperia-
ni her soil, in-a world: in which heo-colonialism-
‘ {amid a welter. of. confusion):

hana

ial Address delivered at the annual: corfe- |
ty of Ghana might indeed. have been enti-
development through- éapitalism in-a world
, two stated, and one

ssion. The latter is’

first, that Marxism is irrelevant to- Africa -and ‘therefore ‘one can ignore all

- f'EUrc:fea_rg socialist experience as havin
cond, and flatly contradicting the firs

can only be European or American capi

-~ for Africb‘.

We intend o take the arghm_enfs h_epreée’nfs‘_

~ one by one and dissect them in detail, but it is nece-
ssary to state initially two things: first, that despite,.
the parade of quotations:from Marx, there is no-
_consideration of—perhaps indeed no: understand-
ing ofl—Marxism asa iving" method. which _its
_founders as well as all practising Marxists have.
" never tired of saying was "a method of study and
a guide fo action'’. Either-Mensah. is.not aware of
this, or deliberately conceals it. For no Marxist has
supposed that the formulation of a road to socia-
lism in Africa.could ever be attempted without the
most careful analysis ‘of the actual conditions in

particular African countries.

. Despite all his" attacks
“upon “dogmatic” Marxism,
"Mensah .on  his side - no
where even begins to con-
~ sider actual productive for-
ces “and actual production
relations in Ghana, and
" between -Ghana and the

" world, for if he ‘had-he
could hardly have" failed
- to deal with the. central
fact, which all African so-

~t

cialists ‘thought takes as its

starting -point, namely- the
existence. of. . imperialism
and -especially its modern
. form. neo-colonialism. = ..
"GHANA’S DEVE- " -
LOPMENT PLAN

. These relationships . we
~ intend to examine in some
detail, and in so doing to
. show that Mensah’s picture

of Africa as entirely unlike

" (for example) the mid 19th
century Britain which
" Marx considered in “Capi-
- tal”> from “which- Mensah
quotes - so profusely, ‘or
(for - example) Russia  be-

fore the socialist revolution

.. _or EBEastern Europe before
- -1945, will not stand up for
_amoment. . -
“This then

;s point, that while every so-
".cialist revolution has its-

own features because it
takes. place in a, certain
"~ historical context, there are
¢ still features of the transi-

* tion ‘to socialism in  other -

. counfries which it" would
~ be stupid not to study and
_ learn from, even if the con-

texts Were substantially:

. different.
Differences

‘have. got down to-a con-
- crete examination of Vthe.m‘
instead of spending all its

- energies in showing the.

irrelevance of = Marxism.
For what the African coun-
tries and all hitherto occur-

" ing- socialist revolutions.

have in common is that,
with® one - possible excep-

~ tion, Czechoslovakia,

-(Mensah forgets that while .
the Czech part was com- |
para tively industrialised, -

Slovakia was extremely
backward), they took place
- in economically underdeve-
" loped countries which were
~ the objects of foreign ex-
.- ploitation, and -they all

is our' second

- _ there - cer-"
‘tainly are, and a -presiden-
tial address might . well.

-took place during the ‘pe--
riod™ when capitalism .had
. already entered its imperia- -
_list ,phase, and when ' there-
- fore all countries were al-
ready within the orbit. of-
capitalism. * - oo

Mensah réturns time and
time again - to' ‘his thesis
_thdt Marxism, " ‘which it
:soon becomes - apparent’ is
what he means. by . ‘tradi-
“ tional socialist - theory’, is
inadequate for- assisting . in -
the ‘solution . of  the. pro-.
blems .posed by .the 7-Year
"Plan, -because- Marxism was .
‘worked out on the basis:
of European experjence’,
‘Marxidn -theory, - product
of detailed examination of
actual historical ~circum-
stances of Europe  and
especially Britain’. '

addicted - to non-European.

ginai
sumeé, or -average value.

from . the teaching here-
ceived fromd Europeans

American Chamberlin. We
- will let that pass. We are
‘pot’ so parochial; ‘nor do
- we believe that either those

those ‘who. will attack him
‘are so. narrowly - chauvinis- -

world - has nothing to learn:
from: Africa or vice versa. . -

TWO. EUROPES: -
~_ 'TWO AFRICAS

" What _is . significant - is

-sah rejects is (the Europe
of Marxism and) the -so-
cialist” countries of Europe,
and. the Europe he.accepts.

mics ‘which, without excep-
tion' are : supporters. ~of

_economy and :opponents of
' So he. cannot “be: permit-.

tending that-he-is‘for. Afri-
~ca and - African-thou

are for' ¥rrope. There
‘two Ev . and’ two Afti-

"Of course, Mensah him- "
self, is not so completely'

economics: as to reject such "
.tools of thought as Mar-:
prospensity to- con=: |
prodict, which_ are-drawn.
based on - the writings " of -
the British Keynes and :the |

who support. Mensah - or

tic, -as to think that: the |

that the Europe that Men--
is the Europe of the text-.
books of . academic econo-
some’ form . of - ‘capitalist

ted - to. get -away. with'‘pre-

ht, -
. while those who'. rﬂ?rt im :
“There -are -

g no bearing-.on: African problems; se-
}, that experience of capitalism
talism) has a great deal of relevance:

(which

pitalists. who built -and.

maintain imperialism, and

- the Europe - of the socialists
.who. have always “opposed
"it..We stand with the latter. :
‘There - are . two
“the' .Africa of those who
. compromise : with - imperia-
lism, and the Africa of

Africas,

those who ‘uncompromising-
ly oppose it. We
the latter. . . - R

-Of course, to anyone who

knows a little about -Mar-
‘xism, .Mensah’s. compara-.
_tive ‘ignorance in this field
will be ' apparent. A few.

pieces from the Communist

"Manifesto, a. quotation or

two from Capital - (always

called Das Kapital, though ;

the . quotations are always

‘in English, and the English

edition was called ‘Capital’

as he slips into calling it
.on the one occasion when

he actually: gives a chapter

reference. And even then

you ‘would- not know that
there were three volumes
of . Capital. True, most
peeple hdve never got be-

yond Vol. 1. Is the German |-

title meant to create preju-
dice, or-to show that Men-
sah knows it is a German
work?) and that is all. . .

. LENIN'S STUDY OF
‘SOCIAL FORMATIONS

--iNo - reference - to ~ the
works in which Marx and
Engels deal with pre-capi-
talist formations or the vo-
luminous. writings on his-
torical . materialism _which
are not confined to Europe,
or (even within the volume
of Capital “actually -quoted)
the references to - Africa,
Egypt, . Ethiopia, India,

Arabia, as well as the wri- |
tings of India and China,

or the Peasant War in
Germany, or Engels’ study

of the Origin of ‘the Family
‘Private Property and the

State based on the latest
anthropolgical studies that

‘had been made of tribal

societies-among the Indians
of North America. Perhaps
even more, Mensah never

| mentions Lenin, whose volu-
“minous- work,  The Develop-

ment . of Capitalism in Rus-

sia,”is*a masterly study of
| pre-capitalist relations in the
~Russian agrarian economy

(as._we shall show, bigger
in proportion to -the total

than is that:of Ghana) and.
-its. 'beginning - - disintegra- -

tion—a . fascinating study
“for ‘those who can sce.the

disintegration of traditional

economy -in. Affica under
the impact - of imperialist
‘penetration. = Contrary to

“Mensah, - Ghana “in_ fact
“kKrows® all “the. social for--
mations: studied by Lenin—:>
traditional agriculture.
“based ~on ;common ;Owner-
ship ‘of land, forms of semi-

‘feudal . ‘economy, - small

“seale industrial - capitalism.

and ~very large 'scale -mo-

cas. The, Burope-of the'ca- | dern"indystrial capitalism.

N P

stand with®

- 'But let us be quite con-
“crete. Mensah says on
many . occasions that-he is
:concerned with ‘a non-mo-
dern society’, ‘a non-indus-
trialised economy’. We are
told - that - the programme
which Marx ' and . Engels
outlined in the Communist:
Manifesto was for ‘imple-
mentation in the most ad-
vanced countries’. Hence
he draws on -all the wealth

" of feeling which:exists in an

audience which daily reads
about the advanced as
against the non-industria-
‘lised economies. One might
indeed not realise (and he
does not tell ‘us) that ‘the:
Communist *Manifesto was
‘written in 1848 when, as we.
shall show, Britain was at
‘about the same ‘stage of

development as Ghana is |

today. Mr. Mensah clearly

has access to such statistics |

of Ghana (and probably
many more) as are availa-
ble to the present writer.
He ' either “-has forgotten
them or wants -to ignore
them. Let us make some -
comparisons..

“BRITAIN iN 1855—
GHANA IN 1960s

A simple calculation of
per capita national income
ih Britain in 1855 (based
on»Deane P: Abstract of

‘British. Historical  Statistics |
~1963) ‘'shows that in-cufrent |

prices it was £18.3 or, after’
adjusting ‘to 1963 prices,
about £91.5. This compares

with Ghana’s £70 per head |

in 1963. So much for- Bri-:
tain as an “advanced” eco-
nomy..Certainly per capita-

| income was a little- higher

-than Ghana, but it was
probably also more’ un-
evenly distributed, so “that
the mass of the population-
probably lived little = di-

flerently from = Ghanaians |

(We are not unaware that-
Ghana is richer than most
‘African coun'tries, but

Menszh. chose Ghana as his ‘|

‘arena, and if he cares to
take Africa as a whole, then
some of his statements about
land  ownership in Ghanaian
agriculture are clearly quite
Jdnapplicable in Kenya,

Tanganyika, Uganda, the

Union'of South Africa etc.)..

Not until -the lastquarter |

of 19th century "as Dobb.
(Studies in: Development of
Capitalism pp. 263 ff)
-writes; - “did the -working

class begin to assume the |

‘homogeneous character -of

"a factory . proletariat”. In |

Birmingham metal trades
“in 1856, “most master ma-
.nufacturers employed only
five or six workers”. Pro-
fessor. Clapham has-pointed -
out that in 1858 only about

‘half of the workers in the |

Yorkshire woollen industry.
‘'worked in factories. ~“As.

late as 1870 -the immediate |

employer of many workers
was not the, large. capitalist
‘but the intermediate sub-
.contractor.”who was both
an employee" and in turn
a small -employer of la-
‘bour”. These . pages in
‘Dobb, or the corresponding
ones -in Clapham (Econo-
mic_ History . of - Modern
Britain - (Free .Trade -and.
Steel * 1850-86) p. 33 fi)
~would' make an _interesting
comparison * with contem-

{ porary Ghana. One. thing :

1s°quite certain: there were:
few enterprises which: con--

CTwe

1

.scale and’ with. the capital
employed than do the gold
-mines of Ghiana. However,-
- more_ of thém in a moment.
‘Next let us compare with-
Mensah’s other example,

‘sia in. 1900 (by 1917, and
even more by 1920, after’
six years of war, the figure.
was much  lower): -Dobb,
quoting - Propokovitch,

come per head in 1900: was
“lessithan a quarter of En-

capita income in the UK.
in 1900 at 1963 prices was
about £250 per annpum.
One quarter of that means
£62.5 per annum, ie.
Jower  than Ghana. So
~much- for the advanced
country!  ‘We - could - quote
the above pages (Soviet:
“E ¢onomic Development
Since 1917- -pp. 39 ff) at
length, and the reader -is
encouraged. to do- so -for
.himself (He can also check.
from the original- Russian
sources: Lyaschenko P.
History of’ the - National
‘Economy ' of Russid. New

| York. American Council. of .

Learned. Societies .1949).
A few points will suffice to’
~show " the similarities . with+
‘Africa and Ghana. = )
. “In its ."economic " deve-
lopment ... European
Russia in the first decade
and a half of the present
“century was intermediate
. between the under-deve-
loped lands of Asia and
- the industrialised - deve-.
- loped regions of-Western

Lyaschenko op."
writes : -

had not yet entered - the
" capitalist phaseof ‘deve-
- lopment, "did . not have
their _own  proletariat,”
and - remained for the

ing in an atmosphere -of
patriachal-tribal customs,
or just emerging from: a
- .sémi-patriarchaland-

semi-feudal ' form of ‘so-

cial existence.” .- . .
P. 673 . . . Its.general eco-
‘nomic - backwardness re-
mained an undisputed fact.

. industries  were . either”
completely or almost com-

ming ‘proportion
of -machinery for - the
equipment ' of domestic
plants, - ‘especially. “the

as electrical equipment,
" turbine modern - machine

" be . procured - abroad..
"There. was no automo-
- bile industry. Basic che-
- mical ~production . was

very * ‘poorly -developed

-and ‘some ‘phases qf che- | -

- mical- production: were
-never. undertaken.’”

" URBANISATION =

- One interesting compari-

son with Ghana- is that .of

electrical energy per. head.-

land - neither: was "oil.. In
Russia in 1913 there . were

1 14 KWH  generated ' per
head of population (USA -|
.11’175._6)._ In Gblz)ana in- 19601~
_ - there werée ‘about::56 . KWH | - w7 Caid - three |-
contradod labour on  the | por Bead, otk g ot e e

Eastern Europe. Take: Rus- -

shows ~ that: national.: in-

gland at that date”. Per’

and . Central . .Europe.” .
cit * p.’568
E N . w{

30 _million, out 'of @
. population of 140. million,”

most -part herdsmen _liv:-

A whole series of major
pletely = non-existent -in |- _: -
. -Russia . ., The overwhel--
more complex types. such

tools, and others -had to

‘It is true, of course “that !
electricity was not as. well |
developed as other form' of |

.1ation; living -in. towns, and

| especially in towns of more.

than a certain size as an
indication . of degree . of

this basis -Ghana ‘is - more
-the turn of the century.

were 5 towns with a popu-
lation: of more than 200,000,
9. 'between :; 100,000 -and-

50,000 :and '100,000. At the
same date12.1 million out
of “a. total - population of
94.2 ' -million - (European
Russia’ only), or 12.76 per
6.4 per.cent in towns with
‘population - of 50,000 or
"In Ghana in 1960, with

than | 200,000, - 1 - between
1100,000" and - 200,000, and

50,000 t0..100,000. . ;
. In European Russia some-
population * (or 6.75 per.
cent of the total population)

.| lived -in:towns. of 50,000 or

‘more..in Ghana in 1960, of

fined as living in towns of
°5,000:0r more) some- 65-per
cent lived -in._towns of
50,000 --or . more. These

prised:22:8 per: cent of the
‘Ghanaian - population.. Note'
that-we have compared -all

Russia."A ‘comparison with
"all - Russia- (including - the
- 30 million in the ‘backward’ .
-areas) would . make- the.
comparison - even. more
-favourable - to- Ghana. - "

- “Clearly ‘then, on the
score -of -urbanisation—-
which is used by economic

the " dégree". of *: €conpmic
developmient—Ghan a! -in
1960 is - certainly' not - be-
hind - but, on' the coatrary;
ahead of - pre-revolutionary
Russia. " - -
' DEGREE-OF CON-
. .CENTRATION-IN -

- .From “reading Mensah,
-one would gather that Rus-:
 sia - in 11900 ‘was a .modern
industrial  country. . It is
wuseful to-quote suthorities:
‘Dobb. op. cit. p.35 writes:-
i “In: 'general. it can. be
. said that industrialisation
-~ "had_as .yet. touched little

Russia’s’ economic sys-
- temn; even if, ‘where ma-

".capitalism: had taken root, -
. this - capitalism was of a
" fairly advanced type. The

. patches-.of factory.-indus-
" try-inthe Leningrad and .
.- Moscow districts were no

. more: than . industrial
- iglands in_a vast agricul-
- -tural. sea. Less than 15
:per. .cent’ lived in towns
and less than 10 per cent

energy, but “on the “other ..

- derived : their livelihood -
- from ‘industry. The  total
- numbers . employed - in

" tween:two ‘to three .mil-
- lion,.to whick are to be
.added : a: further -million

quarters-':of -, - milion
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. Ecgpornic historians take |
'the.épmpdftion? of the popu- |-
On;

economic: development. On |-
deyeloped than Russia at | .
- In-Russia.in 1897 there

200,000, ~and- 30 ‘between :

cent lived in towns, but only

a population of 6.7- million:

(or:approx7:2 per_cent of |
that-of European Russia in'{
1897)- there were 2_towns |
with :a population of more |

_ CONCENTRATION iN
4 :with -a ' population of | '

53+ per .cent. of ‘the urban:|’
the -urban -population (de- .

large-town :dwellers - com- -

Ghana . with only. European

historians -as an '_ind_l “of
o ‘many respects-.a little

“~~more than’ the "hem of |

.-tiired forms of industrial '

T

o ’
Sy . .

miners . . . Even many
. of the wage earnerssin
- the factories were. only

ed there in the summer
to_help with the harvest.
. According t0 an investi-
gation in 1910, as many

. tory workers of{St: Peter-
‘sburg, the:capital iretain-
ed nomindl ownership of
. some land, andinearly a
" fifth of them-retuzned to
- the village every'summer.

- tion to the village in. the

“in the factory industry of

cow districts . . . Capita-

primitive form -of the
putting out system”.’

- LARGE -
ESTABLISHMENTS . -

many similarities with
Ghana. In Ghana the num-
ber of workers in. factory

100,000. Out of a popula-

formed about
, ~ OF SO
worked in  the lumber in-

we shall count as 2% millien.
Out of 140 million this was

per cent wko:were-employ-

16,000 employers.and self-
employed. Thussabout ano-
ther .0.8 per cent.is added.

the Railwaymen and-miners
would add  about
1.2 per cent.

“figure for Ghana is 22 per
_cent, that for Russia about
2.5-3.0 per cent. Hardly
-enough difference to call
‘one:backward and the other
" Lenin wrote (Develop-
Russia p. 562): S
" “In 1903 the large-facto-
_ “ries, those. withi*miore
" than 100*workers,’ consti-

17 per ‘cent of ‘theftofs

~number of?factogdt

- works and ¥

76.6 per:centfof¥tie"total

-factory workers”” .
In. Ghana, ‘‘according ta-
the 1962 Census, there a

UN to embrace four:groups
of . economic"

‘Mining and
‘Manufacturing,” Construc-

tion, and Electricity, Gas,
and . Steam). The 2470
‘medium and large esta-
blishments jn the Directory
represent - about '3 per cent

establiShments  in. - Ghana;

in GEma™ DiFectory”

~

. semi-proletarians; in the

. Sense -that they had eco-
nomic links with. . the - -
village, and often return-

- ‘In the mining industry of = :
of the South, the migra-

- the Petersburg and Mos-

lism -in Russia still very .
largely took: the relatively

industry. was in 1959 about.

tion of 6.7 million "they.

1% per cent. .
| A further '12,(?6(5 '

also about 14 per cent. So*
far the same in both: coun~’

‘tries. For Ghana we add a ..
further 67,000, or about -1 .

ed in transport, storage, and -

- communication, which we . -
reduce to allow for the -

‘For Russia the.addition of
another,

Hernce the aggregate

. tuted in EuropeaniRussia =

about’ 102,000 small, mes
dium and large establish- -
ments which belong” to -
industry * (as. defined by

activitiess) . -~ . .
Quarrying, . .~

From the above we note

dustry. Russia’s 2-3 million =

| ment of Capitaliom in

“number” of works and

i enogoeds , ; § |

Contmued von'pag'e ' - ’ :
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- as two thirds. of :the fac- -

" harvest season. was ‘even - -
- more marked than it was

il
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 GHANA and many
'~ other developing -

countries are commit-

ted  to a socialist pat- . ’ |
tern of society. In the” T s o S S
( Paper delivered at the .Annual
~Conference of the Economic Society
. of Ghana by

economic sphere, this
commitment is interpre-.
ted in Ghana's 7-Year
Development Plan as
follows :— -

.. /1. The economy must be:

_developed rapidly and
~ efficiently 'so that it
shall within- the short-
“est time possible assure
‘a high rate of producti-
~ vity and a high stand-
ard of living for ~each’

citizen based on gain-_

- ful employement.
fi. The income from our
physical. assets and
from the labour of our
people applied to these
assets -~ year by year
must be utilised for
- socially purposeful ends.
‘Never must public want.
- and private affluence be
aliowed -to co-exist in
Ghana. And among the
-most important I
. that the commumnity
_ must provide for out of
“its incomes should - be
the educatien and wel-
fare of its children, and
. the confinued expan-
" sion of the economy
itself. : :

- fii. The community through '

_its Government must
~ piay a major role in the
- economy,. thus enabling -

" §t to assure the mainte< § = -

nance of a high level of

kR economic activity, the )

~ provision ‘of adequate
employment  oportuni-
_ties, . the equitable dis-

i tribution of the nation’s
% output, and the avail-
™ ability of the means of
satisfying o v e r-riding
social ends. According-

ly the need for the most
rapid growth of the
"public and co-operative

. sector in productive en- | .

‘terprise must be kept in
. the forefront of govern-
-ment policy. ;i

'ANSWERS FROM
" THEORY -
" To translate these policiés
.into a concrete programme
must be considered to be

the main function of plann- .

iing" in Ghana. Such trans-
lation must be guided -at
each stage by a clear under-
standing of. the meaning
and the - implications = of

* socialism;; Personal commit-

_ment, .the moral attrac?i_ve-
ness, or even the _hi_stonca.l
inevitability of socialism are

- not" enough.’ It should be
to . deduce the’

correct answers to-concrete
problems  from- = general
H
‘planner’finds that fany- of
his theoretical and concep-,
tual problems as well as

" many - questions of social

organisation are not satis-
" factorily dealt with by tradi-
tional socialist theory. The
existing corpus of thinking

fails .him ‘on many points
as .a guide to action. In this-
~ paper we are concerned to
-set the. planner’s practlf:al
~ problems against the exist- |
ing theories. The hove is

that the gap between theorv
.and practical problem will
Be - clearly seen and, that
more capable theoréticians
-wilt thenproceed to device
satisfactory formulae to fill

- this eap.. :

. To a oreat extent the
failure of the existing<socia-

list theory to provide a

“his

ends -

t In|practice the Gha.nalan:{ ditions in the Britain of the

N .

the President,

- Mr. J- H."",M_'e_n,sah)-: o

{ guide to action in Ghanaian ! opens:
conditions is due to-the fact |-

that this theory has been
worked out- on the- basis

"of - European . experience.
Many elements in this expe- -

rience - are  completely
unknown in Ghana. .. .
Marx himself had to deal

"with ‘this’ problem of the |

transferability of political

| economy between ‘countries:

during his life time. Part of
explanation. for  the
backwardness of :the science.
of political economy in’ the
Germany of his day was

‘that the German econo--

mists were - using - theories
derived to suit British-con-
ditions. Not  having - direct
knowledge of the.. social

they were unable to discuss
it intelligently or to use it
"sensibly. Mdrx said of  the’

theoritical works - of ' the

German . economists:

'MODIFY - ‘EUROPEAN’
SOCIALISM FOR -

“‘The theoretical expres-
sion of a foreign -reality
was * turned,  in  their
hands, into a collection of
dogmas, -interpreted by
them in terms of the petty
trading ~world . around-

- them, and. therefore mis-

- interpreted. ~ The feeling
of scientific’' impotence,

' a feeling not wholly 10
- be repressed, and - the

- uneasy consciousness of
" in reality foreign to them,

cealed, either under a
parade of ' literary and
historical erudition, or by
' - admixture of extraneous
material . . . ” o
Similarly, . socialism in

' Ghana cannot be content to

follow ‘the prescriptions of
the -political . .e¢onomy
%erived on- the basis, t_gf
uropean experience with-
out ps:_:ubsta.ntial_,._ modifica-
tions. S :
. It 'is ‘necessary to insist

| that the Marxian- theory is’
-the product ‘of the most
detailed examination of the-.

actual - historical . - circum-
stances . ‘in. Europe -'and
especially in " Britain. Das
Kapital is firmly founded on

-1 the most exhuastive study.

of social and economic con-

early 19th century. Engels
was at great pains. to’ point
out in presenting Das Kapi-
tal to the English speaking
world, that Karl Marx was
“a.man whosé whole: theory
is a life-long study of the
economic history and con-
dition of . England, ' and
Whom that study led to. the
conclusion that, at least .in
Europe, Englandsis the only
country where the inevitdble

-social- revolution reight .be
effected entirely by peace-.

ful “and legal means”
(Encels 1886). ~ o

The application’ of Hege-
Tian Nialectics .to- the econo-
mic history -of Britain. led

Marx to the famous genera-

lisation with which ' the

Communist Manifesto

réalities -behind -the theories

S LGHANA..- EE

. having to touch a subject.

“The - history of all
.- hitherto _existing  society

is the history of class

struggles. :
Freeman and slave, patri-
cian -and plebian, lord
and’ serf, guildmaster and
- journeyman, in a word,
oppressor and oppressed,
stood in ‘constant opposi-
tion to one another . ..."

The' Communist. Mani-

‘festo made it quite clear
| that the generalisation was

based . on the -analysis of
European history . from -an-

‘cient Rome through the
- Middle Ages and the period
of the Enligthenment to-

the Industrial Revolution.

-To. use- Marx’s own words_
he. had had to examine .

“the . capitalist mode . of
production to lay bare the
economic law of motion of
modern  society”. ~ Engels
specifically added that the

~history of ‘the primitive
community did not exhibit
this pattern of class -war. -
. It is necessary to stress

that Marxism was an at-
tempt to predict by apaly-

tical methods the probable
future development of the
‘industrialised economies of
‘Europe. The analysis led to
the prediction .that . bour- -
- geois- capitalist society will
‘evolve through the dictator-

ship of the ‘proletariat to-

the. communist * state, This |

pattern of development will
follow - “laws. . tendencies
working with iron necessity

. towards inevitable results”.
was but imperfectly con--| - -

-PROBLEMS OF

of socialist thinking in a

non-modern society, in a

-non-industrialised ' economy
such as Ghana to lay bare
by means of rigorous objec-

tive analysis the economic
law. of motion of the non-
industrialised African so-
ciety. If the iron tendencies
discovered by “such “analysis
are “seen to ‘bg different in
detail from -those at which
Marx - arrived-~through ana-

lysis of industrialised socie- |

ties then  that also should
be acepted -as being per-
fectly “consistent with ~the
work\qf.'Ma“rx himself. - -
. Specifically it is to be
expected a priori that the

detailed . ‘prescriptions  of -
( Marx -will have to be varied

in - the. circumstances of
Ghzna and™ other non-in-
dustrialised communities. It

is to be hoped that theore-

tical discussion’ in Ghana

~will make-a distinctive con-

tribution towards the disco-
very of the probable future

- pattern of “the African eco-

nomies through the analysis
;of the present pattern of
‘these 'ecomomies. .

- The. social  organisation

of a country must be de-
*| signed to assist with the
- solution of the leading pro-
blés -of ‘that: community.

In the Marxian .system the
change “from one form ~*

~social - organisation .to ‘the’

next<is necessitated by the

.}.A

It is therefore _tﬁe duty-

| . For developing “countries -

'inability ‘of * Succesive eco-
nomic systems to contain |

the productive forces of so-
ciety.: The transition = fronr
‘bourgeois capitalism. to so-
cialism is needed in order
to allow industrial techno-
logy to be applied faster

! than competitive capitalism

| will allow. Private bourgeois

capitalism, as a form - of
social organisation, “corres-
ponds to the technological
stage of the Industrial Re-
volution: - “technology:
reveals Man’s dealing with
nature, discloses the direct
productive activities of his
life,  thus thiowing = light
upon social relations - . .”
(Das Kapital). And in the
Critique of _Political Eco-
nomy, Marx wrote : -

“In the social production
beings enter -into . definite

and necessary relations
which are independent - of

tions which correspond. to a
definite 'stage of the deve-
lopment of their productive

forces. . i .
- At a certain _stage. of
their. development, the

material productive forces
’0{ .Society come into. con-
flict. with existing' produc-

is but.a legal expression for -
the samie’ thing, ‘with -the
property relationships-
within - .which they have
hitherto. moved. From
forms of  development: -of
the productive forces, these
relationships: turn into their
fetters. A period of social
revolution then begins.”

" PURPOSE OF
- SOCIALISM

munism ‘in Eastern Europe
and ‘the Soviet Union,* the
purpose of -social transfor-
mation was -different. The .
economic system in- those.

| countries was rearranged in

order to consolidate the
position of Communist Par-
ties -after they- had over-

-thrown _rival political par- |

ties, There canbeno
question that the social re-
organisation of the present
socialist i countries was:
necessitated. by ‘an incom-
patibility between the forces
of production and the eco-

- nomic system. Specifically,.

in none of these countries
had capitalism reached the
stage of monopoly capital .
and . imperialism  which,
according to Lenin himself,

ism ‘before the dialectical
revolution - will ‘inevitably .
‘take place. . et
like Ghana the purpose of
social re-orgamisation must
again be different. The eco-
nomic- system must be re-
organiséd in such a way as
to promote to the maximum
degree the accumulation of
capital ‘and the growth of
national output, These are
‘the processes that will con-
' quer poverty. And the con-
quest of poverty is the lead-
ing : problem“of the .deve-
loping cotmtrjes. e

3

:system, - which ‘serves.to re-.
move the contradiction be-
tween productive forces and
production . relations in .4
Marxist revolution, .also .be
the best way to butress. the

position. of a.socialist poli-

-

of the means of life, human |

their will—production rela--|-

tion relationships, -or, what |-

In the h1story of. com- |

is the last stage of capital- |

~ Willthe $ame economic |

tical party after a sucessful |

' - - coup d’etaf and at the same
o . o | time promote the maximiza-
SN D ‘tion of economic growth in -
. - a developing”. country ? -Or . .
- Would different types of new.
.economic .system better

serve these different purpo-
ses ? S
Marx dates the establish-.

ment of capitalism from the
creation of a class of wage’
‘labourers. The capitalist is

the man who hires wage

‘labour. The agrarian revo-

lutions- and the breakdown
of ‘the Guild system .were at

‘the core of the beginning of-

capitalism. - =

'THE  ACCUMULATION.

-~ OF CAPITAL -

“all revolutions are epock:

“'making that act as levers

- for the capitalist class in
course of formation ; but

above all those moments |
when great  niasses. of |
men are suddenly and .

forcibly ‘torn from their
“means of subsistence, and.
hurled as free and ‘‘unat-
tached’ " proletarians = on
~the labour: market. The
- - .expropriation of the: agri-
‘cultural producer, of the
peasant, from the soil, is

‘the basis - of the whole:

_process”’.” . As . Marx

‘explains in- DAS KAPI- |
“Capitalism. origi-

. TAL,
nates'in the process which
takes .away from
labourer the possession of
his means of production;

.4 process_that _transforms;..
. on the one hand, ithe-

social means of - subsiste-
nce and of production
into capital, .on the other,

‘the .immediate producers .
into ' wage-labourers .. !

the historical process of

» divorcing’ the producers.
.+ from the means of pro- -
" duction. - The economic

structure - of capitalistic -

‘society has grown out of
the economic structure of-
feudal society. The’ disso--
. lution .of 'the latter sets
free the elements: of the
former. -~ vt
Ii. . the historical move-
ment which changes - the

" . producers.into wage wor-

~ kers, appears on the one
hand, as' their emancipa-
tion from serfdom and
* from: the fetters of the
wilds, . . . on the other.

g 5
. hamd; these new freed-

. men - become . sellers of
themselves only  after
. they had been robbed of

all their own means:of .

-~ production, and of dll the
guarantees of existence
offered by the old feudal
arrangements.”

,'(Ca'pitvai Cap. 26, on The

So ed Primitive Accu-
mulation). - - :

Once the ~capitalist pro- .

cess - starts, accumulation

continues . under -its. own. |
momentum. But.its. purpose -
-is not the  economic deve-

lopment of the society. Tts-

purpose is the increase of -

the value of the capital

assets of -the capitalist.
‘Capital is -gccumulated

through . the exnropriation
of “the so-called <surplus

value”—the difference be- .
tween the productivity of a-

worker, and -the wage rate
of the worker. This surplus:

value is spent_ by the capi-

talist on the employment of
more labour, by inveéstment
either in fixed assets or in
circulating - capital. The
capitalist. invests_ his surplus-

‘rather than eonsume it pe.
cause only - through the in--

vestment of capital can his

‘surplus—his profits—

be farther increased. Only

by keeping. up with compe- ' tion " of accmgulat;ion-‘:.ig a.

5.

the

" sales effort can the capita-
list maintain or increase his
share of the market. Since
however the rate of profit
on ‘invested capital® falls

the contrary indticement to
spend the expropriated suz-

| plus rather than to reinvest.

it C
- This in brief is the Mar-.
xian explanation' of .who

bourgeois - economy,

they accumulate it. -

The accumulation 6f‘ ca-
pital is not only necessary

inevitable end result is the
under-mining of the ¢apital-
ist process itself. For-the
increasing “organic’ compo-
sition of capital” on the one
side. and' the concomiitant;

‘ever more impoverished on

-the other side are the dia-
‘opposites - which |-

“lectical
eventually destroy _capital-
ism. =~ - i

o Iﬁ_'tﬁhev pra;ctice"of the

|| Eastern . European couns '
- tries, capital accumulation
is a function of the state.’

:The ‘nation under a system

owner of surplus value. A
‘maximum.  proportion - of
surplus - value is reinvested
in productive enterprises.
This serves |, further to

_ the - .economic
system. Whether - the - ratio

.those. of . 1956 in-. Eastern'

“Europe. But in general a
high marginal propensity to

save is a source of strength

ist regime.
" AIM OF POLICY
the “means of production

accompanied by an increas-
ing organic composition of

-capital, must be positive

aim of policy. A high mar-
.ginal propensity ‘to save is
what-will maximise the mul-

production. In the Marxian
system the capitalist ‘stage
-during which - bourgeois

raccumulation supplies " the"

means for the maximization
Of,. thew.-rate..ef - -.economic
evelopment .is, presented as’

evolution of - society. It is
the. successor to the feudal
agrarian system. Its over-

throw in*favour of a social-

ist system takes place after

The profit ‘'motive under
rates - the savings
build the material basis for

‘harness capitalist . motiva-
tion as a-necessary intérme-

-diate stage‘in its progression

towards socialism? - -~ .

‘capitalism such as that of

.the contemporary - socialist
states. lead ‘'to’ .a maximiza- |

ting capitalists~ in"-"the: fo- |
dernisation. of his methods"
of production ‘and in his

‘with the increase -in - the .
aggregate amount of- capi--
tal, ‘the capitalist is under-

-accumnulates _capital in a
how-
they accumulate it, and why-

to the capitalist process.-Its .

organised militancy “of a.
-proletariat ‘which becomes”

misation rather than a ma-
ximisation of the margin
between wage rate and pro-

look' around Ghana, at all

which instead of yielding a
surplus steadily yield defi-

overtax  the

capability which is. at the

of a
country,

lation” in bourgeois ‘Society,
the desire for privatg pro-
as described by Marx. If a
to maximise accumulation
‘must -ask: Can this pro-

“cess be accomplished in the
absenc¢ of this mgtivaﬁon?

WHEN IS PRIVATE
" PROPERTY .
. CAPITALIST? .

of state capitalism is the

strengthen rather than to -
‘undermine
of surplus value to “the |
wage rate is increasing or
decreasing does have some-"
thing to do with events like

rather than of weakness to -
the contemporary commun- :

" In the developing coun- |
tries. the multiplication” of .

tiplication of the means of

a necessary step- in -the”

it-has served to. accomplish :
an Industrial Revolution.

the ‘bourgeois system . gene-
which

a socialist. sociéty. Should a -
-developing , country: - then

‘Would a system of state -

sarily capitalist.” Private
pitalistic - when it employs
‘wage labour and appro-
priates surplus value. In a

growth of national output it
I§ to be presumed that capi-

.and generates productivity
over and above the subsist-

| ence wage rate. is preferably | i
| to private property which
does not .employ labour.

For _ the latter, which- is
passive - property, neither
‘oroduces itself - nor - contri-

national income.

| “In‘the Ghanaiag coftext
one might say that the man. .’
who invests £10,000 out of -

‘his savings from work - in.

‘an  enterprise which - em-
.ploys other Ghanaians at a

profit ‘is socially more use-

| ful than the man Who in-

vests £10,000 of his savings
in a house. But the first is a

‘not, If the aim ‘of 'a deve-’
loping country is both eco-

the capitalist is both to be

sive property. - -

man who employs labour
fit' does not by defiinition
-surplus value for “him to
‘nition. Further, the success

of the owner of the profit-
-able enterprise leads to an

‘increase. in  the _material

mea_ns of production as-well
-as i ‘the cnrrent national

% S

’paﬁo'*”’ ‘fncom° . What then

. Continued. on page s

developing " country? It is . -
notorious 'that state - enter- -
.prise in' developing coune -
-tries usually leads to a minj~ -

ductivity. One has: only to -
the . state” enterprises - in-
whjc}l surplus value is em-
phatically not being gene-
rated—all the enterprises - -

cits—to see that in practice . . )
. State - capitalism tends " to
managerial

disposal ‘of the Government - - .
non-industljiaﬁs'ed o

- - The motive. for' accumu-

fit, is the central force in -
‘the industrialisation process - -

developipg' .country .. needs’

and to industrialise then we.

,".Private_ property'*in Mar-' o
Xian theory is not necess-

"property only becomes ca-

developing: country where -
.the aim of economic policy -
Is 10 promote a maximum- .- -

tal which employs labour

.butes to an increase in the

capitalist, and the latter is

nomic development and so- -

Cialism then we are led- to -
‘2. paradoxical situation:’

preferred and .not be pre- ..
ferred to:the holder of pas-.”

- There is ‘an even more -
painful contradiction. “The-

Jut does not make a pro- -

exploit labour: “there is not -

expropriate. But the ‘capit- .
alist who makes a profiit = -
-does exploit labour by defi-

‘income for: the economy as -
a whole. The unsuccessful
capitalist consumes his ca- * .
pital .and do&s not add tg -
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Contiriued from page 2

¢ In Ghana in 1959, for all |

_industries. (1961 Statistical

- Yearbook, Table 44, p. 40)
- 90,598 workers ~were  em-

ployed in establishments
with more than 100 emplo-
yees, out of  a total
employed .in establishments
of all sizes (all- here means

- employing siX -workers or
more) of 98,956. The num- "
bers in- establishments” em- |-

ploying more than 100 thus:
comprised - just -under 92
per cent.of the total labour
force. Lo

If one considers only the
employees in the very large
establishments, the  follow-
ing comparison - emerges
between Ghana in. 1959
and Russia in 1903:,

Eétabliéhin'ent Russia 1

. Employi - : o
101.-5'01())-y]lng 361% ... . - 195% .
500-1,000 2199,)63.3% . - 805%

_ more than 1,000  414%) T Tl
1000 .o 1000

(Lemn opj €it. p. 563.. |

The Russian . figure had
_risen only to 65% by 1908,
‘s it is hardly likely to have
-approached the Ghanaian
figure even by 1917). It

" should be noted that though
- the Ghapaian figures do not.

give establishments employ-
ing more than one thousand
employees separafely, the

average size of establish-
' ments in the group employ-

' ing more than 500 was. for

~Ghana -1,460 - employees |

and in none of the industry
groups did it fall below
* 1,000. Indeed, in mining the
average was  nearly 3,000.

The average - size for the |-
employing -

establishments
more than 500 in Russia in

~'1903-was 1,250 workers, Or. ’
“ .rather less' than Ghana’s.,

We .do not want ‘to lay
-overmuch stress on small
. differences one way or the
“But- what - these
figures-do show is that the
picture of Russia as a coun-
- try of large scale enterpri-

sés, and: Ghana as one of

small is entirely errorneous.

- OWNERSHIP BY .
 FOREIGN CAPITAL

Dobb writes (Op. cit. p.

36) of Russia:’
“The - . factories
- - existed were frequently
foreign importations,
‘foreign owned, foreign
financed, and staffed by
foreign .managerial and
. technical personnel” do.
- p- 381 o
“... nearly half of the
capital invested  in the

 Donet7 coal basin prior -
. 201914 was foreign, and |
‘over 809, of the capital

~ in-iron-mining,

-
4

gy, and the oil industry.

. . . Of thesbasic capital of
18 leading joint-stock
banks some 42%, was in
" foreign ownership”

" Lyaschenko op. cit. p.
535:- .

“It seems clear that
foreign capital comprised
somewhat more than one

third of all corporation
capital in 1890 rising to
1900.

nearly  half in
Franco Belgian - capital

formed almost 60% of

the total. -

Dobb writes:™ - :
* ... with regard to her
trade relations Russia
. represented an economic
"~ system that was depen-
dent on the West. As an
exporter of ‘raw -

- . agricultural products_and’

an importer of finished
manufactures . . . She. - led
~the world as a grain
_exporter, . and supplied
nearly ~a third of ~the

wheat imports and nearly |
‘a half of the imports of

grain into other ' Euro-

;. pean countries. Cereals |
- and other foodstuffs

h !‘,1.;'

...capital (in the first.two

substitute cocoa for wheat

| polies in the trade. .and

12-14):

"hande at 90%, they write: :

that

- that this was.the picture.-in-

_the - situations were, if any--

Hungary (1930) . 508% .
Poland  (1921) . 723%"
‘Bulgaria  (1926) * 80.0%

and | USSR (1926 ie. on the eve
~of the First Five.Yéar Plan -

exports in 1914." . -
Annual indebtedness on.

* foreign loans: exceeded | -

_the. annual import of new .

“decades before 1914) and
_hence accounted for part-|
- of .Russia’s surplus - of
" inerchandise exports:over
trade bdlance”. ¢
In the first quotation

. ‘imports in “her .annual |

1 . ‘coNcLUSION .

and grain, .and “you have
Ghapa! . = " o
No. one could possibly

imagine. from.. the . way. |.

Mensah speaks . of. Ghana

‘that_he - must have -been .
introduced to, Bauers |

West African Trade, - and
seen the figures . quoted
there of: the share of a.
handful of foreign. momo-

industry of the Gold Coast.
We shall quote only .the
summary: ~ in. _Newlyn
Rowan’s Money-and Bank- .
ing in Colonial Africa: (pp-.
: fter -pointing out
that other-writers have put
the share of West. African
import trade in expatriate

“(trade)’ .. .. conducted
"in the main by large firms
of which UAC is. the
largest .. ..its share in
the. import trade is. pro-
bably between 35-40%..
The result of historical
development and govern-.
 ment policy is an econo-
= mic organisation’in which .
" (a) expatriate enterprise
. is confined to-a few
- fields, and .dominates
- the export and'import |
trades, wholesale dis-
~ tribution, = mining,
-shipping and banking;
(b) most expatriate enter- -
prises are organised

_on a large scale, with

* head . offices - and
buying ' organisations

in Europe. . -

The largest lenders
in West Africa are the .
- large expatriate
~ trading enterprises.
"~ which perform - the
- bulk of what would,
*in many countries, be
' bank lending.”

The ~Ghanaian picture
will ‘be_too well known’to
our readers to require more
than-a reminder. Oné would
not gather from. Mensah.

Ghana "at- all.. - - )

“‘Doreen Warriner ‘in The:
'Economics = of - - Peasant
Farming (London 1939 p..
20, 46)- gives the -following -
picture: - (the miajority -of the
data are for the 1920’s—
with the ‘Great Depression
of the thirties,  plus: later
German - . ‘neo-colonialism’,
in the Balkans -after- 1936,

thing, worse -than - in-- the
.twentim): oo

* Proportion of population
engaged - in" ~ Agriculture
(Ghana, according to the.
7-Year Plan—approx. 60%

Yugoslavia about the same
as Bulgaria. =y
Rumania - L 172%

of industrialisation), 83.2%.

accounited- for .more than’| ':
half Russia’s. .total |

i “Of 'tﬁe_ : tétal £ beas_qﬁt,
population  of Eastern

- probably ‘about one.quar- |
ter.do not produce

need for.  food, in the
sense. of bread (i.e. about

- tion ranging from 80% in
. *-some.regions to 15% in
" others™. (p.87).

-OF "THIS SECTION .

_ Wé"{have elaborated these
points in order to show the
f_ol_lpjwing'; C o

‘ture of Eastern Europe be-
fore . ‘socialism_as ‘so un-
‘like -Africa’ as to be not
worth discussing: is clearly

"in’ agriculture on the eve
‘of ‘the First Five Year
‘Plan - will give some
pause, and the vast majo-

tremendous encourage-
ment - and confidence in
‘tackling ‘Ghana’s Plan in

| mich easier international

conditions.

.~ 2.-Mensah’s - picture and
meéthod of presenting it is
not ‘'marked. by any great
interest- in facts, and -ap-

" pears: to’ be ‘motivated pri-

‘marily by desire to assert

' a predetermined viewpoint.

‘'We have gone into great,
sometimes — almost ‘tedious
‘detail in -order to show
that other assertions about
what - Marxists are suppos-
ed to believe cannot be

eated with any great de-
gree of trust. = . .
. 3. A cautionary word is
_mecessary. We are not for
a moment asserting on our

rience of earlier - socialist

counries. . Far from  it.

While no- serious _scientist

is too preud to learn from-

anyone, there is no substi-
tute  for ' African - Marxists
to ‘getting down to the
task ‘of examining African
reality. Buf just because
African countries have

| been among the main vic- .

-tims' of imperialism, and
because their struggle for
development cannot forget

puing existence of impe-
rialism as well as the lega-

the striiggle for socialism

hind oné’s back at the out-
set. May we once more re--
peat that what Mensah

experienice in general (he is
auite interested in the vir-
tues “of private capitalist
_sccusmulation - as a_factor
in ~ industrialisation) but
‘European " socialist expe-
riemce. | o

ise, then’ we must ask: Can
this. process be accomplish-
ed in the absence of this

tion is_“the desire for pri~
vate profit”). ¢
" MENSAH'S PATH TO
. SOCIALISM : k

"~ CAPITALISM -

diately after_one in which
he has dismissed the state
‘generating = the . necessary

forced to. the conclusion that

“In Eastern Eiiropé ‘thé
numbers  on . ‘the 'land ‘in
‘1931 were much gréater
-everywhere than in 1921
or 1910 (p45). ‘Agric.’!

“population has almo3t
the same proportion as in

. the pre:war period.-(p47)-

.heé .'sees” . private - capitalism
pot ‘as $ome ‘supporting and,

subordinate - activjty - with .

the ' mdin emphasis on a’
‘state (socialist) sector (which
i<! what " Ghana’s, Seven--
T7er Plan nostnlar
“thé’ rigin vehicle of  growth.

Europe: of . 60 million, |
enough- to . satisfy. their |- '

'15% million)- the propor- |

-,_.1.'."Thét' Mensah’s pi c-._

quite: false. Perhaps the fi-
o - - T, .| emme_of 83 per cent of the
. PERCENTAGE OF WORKERS EMPLOYED. - Soviet - population engaged
- IN ESTABLISHMENTS OF DIFFERENT . SIZES

 (LARGE ESTABLISHMENTS ONLY) .
0. - Ghana 1959 .rity, we expect and hope, |
' “‘capital . accumulation’. But
what Mensah apparently .
‘'wants to turn it into :is a’

side that nothing is meces--
sary but to study the expe-.

-for’ one momient the conti-.

cies of is past, and because
has some common features:
| everywhere, it would be un-
wise to tie one’s hands be--
-acquire - that

appeass to want to reject as
“irrelevant is not European’

* “If a developing country.
_needs to: maximisc accu- .
mulation’ and to industrial- .

motivation?- (This motiva-

_ This passage comes imme- -

enterprises as incapable of .

accumiulation. Hence one is .

" After - saying; quite - cor-

‘rectly that ‘private property -

in ‘Marxian theory: is- not
necessarily capitalist’,  he
goes on to give that state-.
ment

Marxist, thinking about
Ghana, would have ima-
gined. What Marx meant of

course, was two things: (@)
that personal- property in
| the form of articles of con-

sumption, is never -capital;
(b) that private property
consisting of means of pro-

" duction is capital only when
it is used to employ Wwage | .
labour.. ' ot
The cutlass and hoe of |.
self-

the subsistence - or _
employed cocoa farmer, the

loom of thé self-employed

handicraft” worker are not
capital, and the- improve-
ment of the tools -in the
hands of such people is not

contrast . between ‘passive’

| and ‘active’ capital.. Capital
{ invested .in a house ‘is not
capital, he says. It therefore
does not employ wage la-

bour; it therefore produces
no surplus,
in-
vested in' means of produc-
tion and used to employ
-wage labour is, on the other
hand, he says® “puts his
capital to . productive - use

and manages . it success--

fully”.

- ERRONEOUS
'ASSUMPTIONS

We will answer that in a
minute. -It is interesting to
note- -the ' implicit - .assump-
‘tions behind his picture of
how this
started. “In the Ghanaian

“context one might say that

the man who - invests
£10,000 out of his savings
from work (our italics) in
an enterprise...” in an

economy with -a per. capita

_income of £70 per annum,

‘the way .in.which one saves,
out of income from work,
some £10,000, ;would bear
further examipasion. In
‘Ghana in 1958-59: there
were less than 1,000 em-

‘ployees who earned’ more

than £2,000 per ansum, and
clearly a considerable num-
ber. of those were expa-

triates. In Ghana, asin 19th-

century Britain, the only

le who started a busi-
ness with £10,000 did not
sum from
savings out of their income

from work at all. They
either had it already out of
_other forms of private pro-

perty . (e.g. - land-owning,

' house-owning, or from mer-

chant capital). It was only
when a very small capitalist
‘began to. -employ ' wage-
labour, ie. to exploit the
labour "of others, that “his

capital could reach such a.
large amount. But then the
£10,000 came not from his, -

but from their work. It was
they who  were producing
the surplus. DI

Further, -his - point that

.| houses are not capital seems

quite “erroneous. in present
day Ghana. True, a man
may build a house for -his
own use. We may agree that

| £10,000 is rather an exces--
 sive .amount for. this pur-
| pose and that in. Ghanaian-

conditions it could be better

spent...One- may also ask

whether the - accumulation-
of £10,000 was done in ways

-which . are compatible  with.
.social welfare (e.g..corrup-
tion, profiteering from
-shortages of goods or hous-

ing, extortionate rates or in-
terest inmoney lending etc)..
But no socialist would quar-

‘rel with any man’s use.of.

. out as.

his savings fromi work to -

a- quite. different |
meaning. from - what any

‘| PASSIVE, PRIVATE -

it - therefore
- makes no. contribution to
-accumulation. Capital

capitalist gets "

.dare .not; the

‘éxploited wage-workers
‘owning no means:. of -pro-.

build a house for his own, . s

 SOCIALIST

or his family’s occupation.
-But ‘once houses_are- built

to let ‘to - others,' they be-

- come capital. For the rfent
;wilk. - include -a - .payment

sufficient to compensate the
owner for the receipts. he.

‘might have got by. putting |

his money  to some ' other .
use (e.g. money lending,’
trade, - or employment -of
wage labour).. This is not'
‘only good marxist econo-
mics, it is good academic
economics too. -

’

* PROPERTY? .

There is pothing wrong
with mobilisation of pri-

_vate savings via state bonds

and the payment of - in-.
terest. - Mensah spoils his.
argument here by assuming
that such savings.are put
in their entirety to what he".
calls -unproductive-use  (e.g.
‘sporting = facilities’). - We
would agree that such. pro-
jects should be treated as
collective . consumption ' rd- .
ther. than accumulation of
‘productive assets, and paid
for out of taxation, though.
it may not always:be cor-
rect to classify -them-as_un-
productive. Sports facilities
can be an important factor
in raising the general ‘health
of the . population and
therefore raising the- pro-
ductivity of labour. But if

“the savings are used for the

accumulation -of productive
assets, we cannot follow the
argument that this ' means
the growth of passive. pri-
vate property. It would
seem on the contrary, ‘to
represent the growth - of
public, active property. For
the state ~bondholders do.

not, by -bond " holding
‘acquire any rights that they

did not possess before, or.

‘any rights- that non-bond

helders do mnot possess, 10
decide on the use of those
productive assets.  They are -
performing a public service
by contributing to" national
growth, and they receive 2
modest reward - for - it. - If
their = contribution: is 'pro-
perly used, the state’s: em-
ployment of those savings
in  productive assets will-
yield a far greater imcrease
in society’s-output than"is
required to pay the intenest.
No one would’suggest: that
state bonds of this. kind

‘should play more than an

ancillary - .role, -canalising
into productive uses Te-
sources  which- mightother-

_wise go on consumption’of

an ‘ostentatious - kind. “The:
main role in socialist accu-
mulation must come from
taxation - initially, "and in-
creasingly, -as-the. state sec-
tor and. its - productivity
grows from the surpluses -
generated ‘within the -state
enterprises. -

' Perhaps the crux of Men-
sah’s " difficulty is that :he

does .ot - believe that: such.

surpluses- can’ be. generated

‘there.- That - point - we "have

discussed :elsewhere.
Tn essence -the question. is-

| one of finding méthods " of+

organisation  and : incentive
which- can- fully utilise -and -

‘develop, in‘a way: that:a

capitalist system capnot and
: talenits of the

workers.” .- o

Underdeveloped . coun-
tries cannot 'in- a world .
of . monopoly - capitalism,

develop, in the same. way.

that Britain and other capi-’

‘talist countries - developed

slow -accumulation of, €api- "
tal in-the hands. of private:
canitalist:entrepreneurs , and.

‘the- concomitant- turning :of -

self-employed farmers info -

iy

-draws his ‘model. from eco-
‘nomic: * development - which
-the 20th century, nor socia-:
list. In  fact he draws on
European : capitalism .of an
époch_alréady ‘dead for
more than half a century.

" THE STATE—
-+ BEST CAPITAL

.. ACCUMULATOR

people. who' were' the main
force: for, - independence,

.order to become wage

What we are arguing is that
the ' development- ~ cannot:

-~ | take: place in the way that
} Mensah: postulates. We -be-.

lieve that the vast majority
in':thé 19th: century has al-

only ' agency - capable of

accumlating -mieans of pro-.

.duction in: aggregates big

modern world of large scale
momopoly . -capital is the

fit into ‘the interstices of the
qct'),lpn'ial_'j ecohomy. Most
economists agree that it ‘is
because ‘every opportunity
that presents itself for satis-
fying a large: enough mar-

.small- indigenous  private

son‘ that such surpluses as
have been accumulated by

the  indigenous .population
have gone into real estate,
or into money-lending. Even
-in. @ country as large as

-socialist ~countries -to* build
modern ° viable - industries;

wage ~workers whom they

create -and emiploy are not
at all- satisfied ‘with the dis-

tribution’ of such growth -in.

the social :product as takes
-place. - Many “people have
pointed. the: danger -that on
the-basis of small scale pri-

cheap -foreign ' goods -for a
long: enough - period -to0- get
_their own jndustry really up
to. -the -world competitive
‘level) one is more likely in
the ‘present world context to

rica rather ‘than’ like Japan.
There is- no' case of an
ex-colonial country, on the
basis of capitalism, achiev-.

vigble ' economic growth

began. There are examples

that-path  (the ‘semi-colonial’
-coimtries ‘of Eastern’ Eu--
rope; and. in-the Far East,.
a’colonial country, China).
;- SOCIALIST GROWTH .
177, /AVOIDS ' CLASS - -

‘then - sooner -or- later those
“whose' sacrifices have made-
the . -accumulation ' possible

only. from work) are going:
-to . ask,. “Did we produce
and: ‘eat -less than we pro-
‘duced only-in-order to-have
some" of -the fruits of -our
labour- taken from us by a

-minority.?”” - “The- ~ answer ’
" they will give is’NO. Hence

-the only.way.to avoid.class"
- struggle..is - precisely - to
~follow, * a - - socialist "path - enterprises milk™ the coun-

duction. It is interesting,. as:

having réjected European

R

T A

ocialist experience ~ s -not’| Tongs "to,  is " controlled by,

.
(I,. . B

where the. increasing  stock
we have . already noted, that i\ of assets.provided from the: ternal politics,

“sacrifices .of ‘the people be-.

“African”, he:

is" neither ~ African, nor of .

s -"We'f.a,lﬁ'éundt‘- arguing here -
as’to" whether . the Adfrican .

conducted - that ~ fight - in".

‘workers under African capi- .
talism. - They will decide-
- | that: "in ; their ‘'own way.

‘ready  accepted ' that the

enough: to" operate: in ‘the-

state: . Any “neéw _industries
sét- up--on -a smaller. scale
will ~never get" beyond ‘the"
backyard industries.” which

ket is promptly snapped up -
by -the large expatriate firm |
_which has both the capital’
and " experience to  operate-
oa a scale with which the

_entrepreneur cannot ¢om-
pete.” It is just for this rea-

 private individuals among”

.India, where ‘the bourgeoisie
.is'much more ‘highly deve-
loped, -they: do not find- it"
easy - without  the aid of.

and ‘evenwhere they do the

“vately owned indigenous in- -
-dustry,’ (given  that a bour-.
~geois: controlled- government -
wete really-able to enforce-
strict- tariffs' -and ‘keep out .

finish -up: like- Latin- ‘Ame- -

'ving - an -independent - and
-since- the -imperthlist. epoch

“only -of . socialist - countries -
who have begun to follow

T thé surplus is going to-
be ‘amassed by the - state,"

(since - production - comes |.

‘class struggle which ‘Men-"

who advocate- the socialist

‘| path who seek to avoid its

development altogether.
‘And in our epoch, and
"especially in. the comcrete

dogmatically (in a way that

be built except on the ruins
of indigenous capitalism.

~would be an illusion to sup-
pose that there is no class
struggle
-workers
employers, or between Afri-

There is. Mensah does not

.all: yet they are the main
‘areas of class struggle in
Africa.: This struggle
merges with the national

is in order to beat the fo-
reign monopolists that one

it is. also- in’ order to

: di.genous‘ forces who as ca-
_pitalist émployers - would
“inevitably find themselves
-with -interests - at least par-
.tly conflicting with those of

citizens—it is in order to

‘might want to compromise
with. foreign interests that

prise with the mass of the
people in political control
-of those enterprises as the
only - guaranteeagainst - the
return

~dence.

~ WORKERS AND
OPPRESSION DON'T
COMPROMISE

-and privileges at the ex-
_pense of the majority.

_majority, the working: peo-
lingly with- foreign oppres-
many cases ' which privile~

so if that seems a condition

1 of‘the retention and exten="

sion of their‘privileges. -
- Hence, here one is not

-question wHich * of . those

‘tainly one -can be«depen-

" dent-and:have growth. The

National Incomme: of# Saudi
.Arabiamust- have -multi-

opening up - ofxits, oil re-
sources. There is: not much
of the:people. There is the
-that. it has- gone:into: Cadi-
few, and private armies-in
‘against- the: anger . of..the
people. . .

~No‘ one wants td;.repear peat
M West Africa the éxpe-

.tience: of South Vietnam,
‘or, of Tran and Irag, or.of
-Egypt -before “the national

revolution, or of many of
the South: American Repu-

. the -man

tlics where private wealth”

“sah accuses. the Marxists of -
insisting on. In fact it is he
whose policies will lead-to. = - . -
class struggle. It is these = -

“conditions of . Africa, there-
1 is no reason why one should

neither Marx nor Marxists -

have “ever -advocated) de- .
mand that ‘socialistafcannot

~ At the same time, it

between African-
and ~ imperialist.

‘mention either of these at .

struggle - for political and -
economic independence just .
because these. momopolists™ -
.are foreign' monopolists. It

needs state. enterprise. But -

“stop this development be- -
fore it breeds forces that

“one advocates ‘state enter-

- There is enough evidence
.to show that this happens
where a powerful mmerity -
has interests different from,

- ple, have: compromised wil~
sors. There are omly too’

~dealing with the question . " .
which of two alternative .-
ways willy leadfthe: fastest -
to .éconentic ygrowth. One. -
_is also ~dealing -with the

pathstisrascondition: for na-
~tional independence& Cer- -

‘plied ‘manyfoldx-since the |

"universally. noticedsevidence -

llacs, luxurious.living;for a "

.can farmers and;monopo- :.
list importers @nd.'exporters.’

stop the growth of any in- .

the.majority of their fellow

of political indepen-

There is no case where the |

ged minorities have done o

evidence that iis ‘growth .
| ‘has gone intotthe,stomachs

-order to maintain ‘them - x

1ana:

and used. ’fpf,» the "-pe.ople.—
Any road of private capit- -
alism will generate . that -

of a tiny  minority goes - .

alongside ‘the poverty. of
y, where expatriate

try and intrigue in its in-

l  Continued, on. page 6

where - in
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.. should a planner in a deve-

~ . loping country .do ‘about -
' .private ‘people = who put |.
-+ their - capital "to. productlve. '
: use and manage 1t success- .
. fully? :

. "As, for - idle property——.
~the potential  productive |

wealth that is put to non-
productive uses—

- what should be our attitude

- not

towards it ? Clearly, it does
exploit labour. ~ But
-neither does it contribute to’
the economic .development
of the country what it
could, contribute. - However
much of such passive pro-

. perty a man may acquire he

_does not become a capitalist
in a Marxist sense—in spite -

- of all that may be asserted

" _to the contrary. Marx and

Engels themselves wrote in
the Communist Manifesto®

#“The dlstmgulshmg feature”

-zol communism is not - the

«:abolition of property gene-
g frally, but the abolrtron of

-bourgeois property.”.

i put clearly’ such private

property in rthe long run
tends  to undermine social
fequality. which must be a
cardinal element

" meaningful -socialist policy.
- On what basis, then should

we. set limits to. the -acqui-.

. sition of passive property ?

Should a man be. allowed-
only one  house or two

~houses or three howses ?

" ‘Should the laws be made in

-such a way that after a
man has acquired one house

& is offered the maximum
mducement to consume his
“income rather than to save

it, even in the form of pas— :

- sive property ?

i ‘:.

: SOCIALLY ;
3 PREFERABLE MONEY‘

It is not enough to say._

.. -that’ we will encourage the,.

-md1v15].ual~ o.:save and.then..

. take - his; savingsinto;inves,..

“table funds, in the hands of -
" the state Because when.: the

"development .
" bonds it has to offer an

_state~ " issues

interest inducement.: This

-enables private passive pro- |-

-perty; even in the form of

~-state bonds, to grow.. In

‘any case it is not readily

‘obvious why money lent to

\

the state for the building of

sportmg facilities is socrally'

jpreferable to money pfi-

_.vately invested in housing

T or even more in a_produc-

"tive enterprise in a deve-

lapmg country such = ‘as
a.

“For ﬁme-sohuon of these

in - any

| problems of policy Marx in
fact oﬁers a very a.mblgous

oru1de e,

‘ “Commumsm ‘deprives
“no' rhan-of “the-power to
: approprzate ‘the products. |
of society; all that-it-does

is to deprive’ him-of thew -
- power to ‘subbjugate - the
by |*

- others
‘appro-

labour of .
means ‘of suchs.
priation.

likes—as long as-he does

_ fellow man”’

We  must remember of |-
~course. that the somety of |
which Marxism' treats is a’
society that “is estabhshed'

after the productlve powers
‘of the economy” Havebeen

developed under capltallsm '

Communism is: only sup-.
posed ‘to come -after a |
period during ‘which the |
the legal '
“and- even the -religious - in-

social, political,

stitutions have all been em--
ployed -to the maximum
degree ‘in the promotion “of

private capltal accumula-

tion, whether- in productrve
or non-productrve uses.’

THE WAGE SYSTEM

In the mature -communist
state  society. inherits an.
econoric potertial that has
already been developed to
such a ‘degree’ that goods

"have * lost their “economic

character,” ‘are Do longer
scarce. Wants-can be satis-
fied irrespective of the indi-.
vidual’s particular contri-

-bution to the productlon
.process. In- the remterpre-

tation of this“point in the
socialism * of - Khrushchey
and  Mao Tse Tung, com-
munism will already ‘have
been reached when just:the
basic needs of people can
be assured them  free of

“cost by the society. But iin "
‘sich® 8 cottiiiunist ‘state |
" thers” Will sHIF*be; -H€ed” for
-‘accumulation-and for some
“way - of.

rationing ' those -
thousands - of ~other -goods-

‘that are not minimally es-.

sential but are generally
desired.

In the Marxian -theory of
value only- labour creates
value. The value embodied
in a commodity is equal to

‘the amount of labour used
up in physical sense in its |
production. The labourer is-|

entitled to be paid the cost
of the physical wear and
tear on his body caused by
his work: ‘in other words to.

-be paid at a subsrstence :

A man may |
- make as much-money as |
- he can and- use it.as. he-| -

level
value is. created . by labour

but at no “real” labour
cost. Hence the  labour
theory of value:

- “The owner of money
~ busy 'labour power at its
- value, which is determin-

-ed, -like the_'value -of

- by -the socially necessary

- -labour time requisite for '
its- production (that is to

“'say, the cost of maintaing
the - worker  and his

" labour. power, the owner
of money ‘is " entitled to
~use it, that is to set it to

- iwork ‘for ‘the whole day

“twelve hours, let us sup-

pose. Meanwhzle, in the

- .course: of “six .- homns
(‘“‘necessary” labour
time) the labourer’ pro-

" duces - sufficient "to pay

hours (“‘surplus’ labour
' tzme) he produces a
_“surplus”-  product - for
which. the capztalzst does
not pay - him—surplus
product or
value” s

‘But surplus value—i.e.
the exploitation of labour
—is the source, the only

possible source, of capital’

accumulation, What wage

“policy is' then: indicated by -

the theory of Marxism, by
- the practice of thé contem-

" porary socialist states, and -

by the capital needs of the
developing country‘7

MARX’S POLITICS
AND ECONOMICS

. Although .in his revolu-
tionary -politics: Karl Marx
_clearly opposed the exploi-
tation of labour by capital,
his economic . analysiS
explﬁatlon has a much
. more. neutral _connotation.

|, Writing in, ‘the’ iritroduétion
16, the 1867 edition” of Das.
Kaprtal ‘Marx “hdd this to-

say of the role of the indi-
vidual tmember of a somal
class: -~ :

“My standpoint,, from
.. which the evaluation of
the economic . formation
" of soczety is viewed
as a process of natural
_history, can less than any
other make the individual
responsible. for relations
" whose creature he socia-
lly . remains, *however
much he may subjecti-
vely razse hzmself above

- them.”

Tn fact, the role of the'

‘bourgeoisie
described in quite positive -

" of  wages. | Surplus

every - other - commodity, .

not use it 10 empioy ‘his: i family).  Having “bought .

- railways, _
graphs, clearing of whole

‘back ‘the cost: of his own
maiptenance; and in the |
-course Of the .next. six

surplus

" accumulation,

in _history.

terms .in the Manifesto of
the - Commumst‘ . ‘Party
(1848): ‘

- “The bourgeozsze during
its rule “of scarce one:
has |

hundered - years; ~
created more massive and

" more colossal productive
forces; than have preced- -
.ing generations togetlzer -

‘Subjection of naturé’s

.forces to man, machmery, I

“application of chemistry
* or industry. and: agricul-
“ture, - stean- navzgatzon,
- electric ~ -tele-

, continents for cultivation,

ccanalizationi of . rivers,:

whole populations con-
jiured out of the ground-

what earlier century had -
even a presentiment that |

such ~ productive forces

slumbered in the lap of :

social Nabour?” 5
This role could never

have been played . without,
-on the ‘one hand, the con--
‘quest ‘of political power- by
" the bourgeoisie and, on-the
‘other hand, the creation of
a property-less proletarlat'-
could be
g exp101ted for the accumula-

whose labour

tion of capltal : ’\ _
’ : i

 LABOUR, SURPLUS
VALUE AND
' ACCUMULATION |

If then fabour
source of value and surplus
value the only source of

that accumulatron can only

‘take -place when . there "is

exploitation of labour. In
practice the question . pre-
sents itself in such forms as

for instance: What rate of
profit shall a socialist enter-’
- prises make? How much of

these profits should be dis-
tributed as a bonus ? How
much should: . the

productivity and changes in
the wages rate? What is the

s1gn1ﬁcance of a living wage.
or a. minimum wage in .a
economy? What -

socialist
should be the .relation
between the incomes of pro-

ductive and non-productlve_

workers" '
In the practlce of the
Soviet Union and -the

Eastern European . coun-
tries it, has become well
established that the State
shall earn a return on its
capital. - according to. the

natu.re of the enterpnse It

is:

of

liberately -

is the’

. follows .

state.
_charge., on- its. capital, inyes- .
ted..in public . enterpnses?,._.
. What should be the. rela- .
“tionship between changes ‘in -

- Obviously,..the

| is' also, taken- for granted
-that a high. margmal rate of

savings in - the economy
should- accrue 'to the state

_as’the owner of productive-
‘¢apital. and as the holder of
‘the power of taxation. -
Looked at from 'the point |
- of view of -the _supply -of
goods and- services the con- -

temporary -socialist coun-
tries have planned
structure of . their produc-
tion in such a way as to
maximise | the. production-
capltal .goods
of means of production. In

other - words, -the. difference

between. the gross national

product  and ‘the wage bill |-

is' maximised and expressed
4in the  form - of producer
goods. This is not- exploi-

'tatlon of labour by private

d1v1duals But .it is the
exp101tat10n of labour in

{ the technical sense of the
vexpropnatron ‘of the diffe-

rence between the average
value product and the ave-
rage wage rate. -

- Moreover, in ‘the - rein-
vestment of the national

“surplus to produce further

‘goods ‘and services the so-
cialist ‘countries of- Eastern

«Europe and Asia have de-"
minimised  the |-
~-| share of investment in con-

sumption assets.- It is per-

‘haps the irony of history.
_that: housing, .- which . was
singled out by Marx as one
_.of the worst features of the

'social cond1t1ons of the

working. classes in capita--

list 19th century England,

“has' also been one of those

sectors most starved of in-

“vestment funds in the con-
temporary socialist coun--

tnes
REPRODUCI'IVE
.WAGE RATE
The problem of the sub-
sistence of reproductive

‘wage rate  poses: partlcu-”

larly difficult p roblems.

is: far

labour were allowed to

appropriate the whole of |-
~both satisfy the requlre-

its value product the stan-
dard - of living would still

remain appalhngly low.

This would however have
already eliminated the - in-
vestable.. surplus
community. But over.and

-above that there: is usually

a desire to.raise thesstan-

dard of ‘living. even . higher-

than what would be strictly

'justified by the productivity
of labour. Th1s is usually

the*

and |

.standard ‘of 1
living of. the.. massesﬂm a
.. developing .country. -is:
below what is toI‘erable to
‘the moral’ sense of a ‘socia- -
list’ leadershlp But if even-

in~ the:

attempted through systems

of subsidy, etc. It is an en- -

lightened . policy:. but it is
not ‘necessarily an incomes
policy that will assist in the

_real fight against" ‘poverty.

- Marx predrcted the

course of ‘wages in a ‘Capi- .

talist economy- thus: -

“The greater the volume
- of means of production
~which ~ society - possesses
and the greater its. pro-
ductive power, the more
precarious are the con-

. ditions of = existence of

the workmg class

THE TRANSITION TO

- SOCIALISM .

Many ,developmg co_un'-
tries like Ghana have

chosen the.mixed economy

as_thé transitional system

"between their present situa-

tion, which does not corres-
pond exactly to any: stage
in . European history;, and |
the socialist stage which is
in Marxian analysis . the

_historical next stage: after

capitalism as it existed,.in
Europe. In - the capitalist

‘state it i the contradiction

of increasing productivity,

rising national income and

larger . profits - on - the' one
hand - and . the increasing
impoverishment of the pro-

brings about the transition
to. socialism. The iron law
of wages has at least.a his-
torical role to play. In a
mixed economy in 'which
‘the Government practices a
socialistic policy the in-
crease in the means of pro-

“duction . should not be - ac-

companied by an intrease

" letariat on the other which .

in distributed” profits, or an |

increase in the share of pro-

‘o an increase in the ‘pool of

‘unemployed, “the industrial

reserve  army”’. How then

will the mixed ~economy -

With an enlrghtened wage

fits m ‘the national income, .

policy’ turn into a socialist-|-

‘economy?. "Should “a- mixed
economy - practlse ‘a wage
“policy - which ~ensures its

transformation into a so-

«cialist society? Or if it does
“not then what degree. of |

exploitation of labour will

ments of socialism, - pro-
vide for its needs for.capi-

ensure that it does not.set-. |
tle. down forever into a
comfortable welfare, - but
not socialist -state? '

The " transition - from . ca-

pitalism to - socialism 'is
bound up with the logical

working out. of the dialecti-

cal process in classu:al
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Wholmn md m‘ ,

above ™ subsistence,
But . the  dominant

‘wages
level.

tendency of .a bourgeois -
economy is progressrvely to -
push the level  of wages’

down to -or even below sub- - -'
sistence. It is implicit in
“this theory -that capitalist

' Marx1an theory Accumu-'
lation may for a time push |

inventions are predom1- :
nantly - labour-saving.. The !

labour force has to be ade-
quate to provide an unem-

ployed margin which helps. - b.

to keep down wage pressure
even during’ periods of

| boom. This so-called indus-

strial reserve -army—the un-
employed, the disabled, the
sweated' labour of women
and children—provides the
bitter core

dustry becomes more con-

centrated the. employed .

-of - proleta- -
rian discontent. As urbani- -
sation progresses and  in- -

workers become better. or- -

ganised;
ness of their class mterests
helghtened )

On the othér slde, the. . |

their conscious- -

tendency towards the fal- -

ling rate of. profit is aggra-
vated- by the very' process

of - accumulation which is . -

- necessary for the conti-’

nuance of _the - capitalist. -
_system. Increased exploita- -

tion of labour,: depression
of wage rates below sub-

srstence levels, -the exploi=: " -

tation’ of colonial . posses-
sions for the¢  supply - of
cheap-raw malerials; a con-
stant increase in the indus-

- i e

trial reserve .army, the ex~ - :

pansion ~of foreign trade,
financial” mani pulation

which resulis in the in~

creased” monopolisation: all
these are unable to reverse

-the tendency towards -the - -

falling rate of profit.. This

contradiction between in.

.creasing prolefarian’ misery,
and spiralling capital accu-
mulation leads to the final

- collapse. of capitalism - after.

a series-of trade cycles.

For the revolt of the pro-_'-

letariat - the Manifesto of

the Cummunist Party lays

out a specific programme; - -

“The proletariat will use
its political supremacy, to

“wrest, by ‘degrees, all capi--

tal from the bourgeoisie, to
centralise all instruments of

-tal accumulation, and. also: f'productlon in the hands of
the state, ie. of the prole-

tariat organised as the ru-

“ling class; and to increase
“ the total of “productive for-

ces as rapidly as possible. .
in the ‘beginning, this can-

.not be.‘effected except by

means of despotic inroads,
on the
perty. .
“These measures will of
course be different in diffe~
rent countries, ,
“Nevertheless, in- the
most . advanced countries,
the following will be pretty
generally applicable:

- 1. Abolition of property.

in - land and applica-"

tion of all rents of land
to .public purposes.

A heavy, progeessive or
graduated income tax.

of inheritance.
Confiscation of the
_ property of emrgrants
and rebels.

, Centralization of cre~
dit in the hands of -the
. state, by means of a
© ‘national bank with
state capital and an
exclusive monopoiy.

means’ of communica-
" tion and - transport in

the hands of the state. ;

Extension of factories
_ and instriments of

production owned by
. the state; the bringing

into cultivation of

~ waste lands, and . the
improvement of  the

soil generally in accor-

- - dance  with -
. mon plan..
“Equal obligation of all
to work. Establish-
. men't’ of industrial
__ . armies, especially: for
agr..cnltue -

Cammted on page Z

a com=

_rlghts of pro-.

4

Centralization of the - !

e ————————TAy 24T

. Abolition of all right - |
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: (C0minu§d from page 4)

fact there is the bitterest

class struggle, only suppres--.

sed by -.the bloodiest me-

‘thods. . . N

 Mensah’s “second main

‘section ‘is entitled: The lea-
.ding preblems of Marxism,

European Communism and
Developing countries.

" - We agree with his open-

ing thesis that the form of
social organisation needs to,
be changed in -order to

assist ‘the development .of

- the productive forces. What

. pisation viz. the form of

.one then. expects is- some
precise discussion of what
.changes are required “in the

key aspects of social orga-

ownership of property and:
theé question who -holds

_ state power. But what we

“This

get is some partly irrele--

vant quotations from Marx

. combined with a misunder-
‘standing of the central

Marxists thesis. We quote
(Mensah p. 4): “The transi-
tion from botrgeois capita-

“lism to socialism is needed

in order to allow industrial

" technology to- be. applied

faster than competitive ca-

pitalism will allow”.

is somewhat con-
tradicted a few lines later

" where he argues that so far

as the countries of Eastern

!

Europe were concerned !

‘“‘there can be no question
“that the social re-organisa-
"tion was necessitated by the
“incompatibility between: the

productive forces and 1':he
economic system. Specifi-

cally, in nome’ of those

countries had capitalism

" reached - the' stage of mo-.

nopoly _capital and impe-
rialism which according to

- - Lenin himself 1s the last

stage of capitalism before

"+ the -dialectical revolution -

will inevitably take place”.

“In - the first quotdtion the

- barrier is ‘competitive :ca-.

" referring

- - pitalism’, " in - the second
~ “monopoly capitalism’. The
" long passage from Marx
. quoted by '‘Mensah is of

quite general significance,
to all=_changes
from one social system to
another. Marxists hold to.
the view quoted from Lenin

‘that - chpitalism acted as a
.motor or generator of the ;

productive _ forces,” until

" its. monopoly stage: with

monopoly capitalism and
its product, imperialism no.

. Tonger allow the productive
' forces to develop their full

 MONOPOLY CAPITAL .

potential, and even destroy.
large quantities of material
{and human) productive re-

" AND IMPERIALISM

It is really‘quite remar-

- kable ‘that - Mensah - can

assert that monopoly -capi-
tal and imperialism had
not been reached in any of
the countries in question.
Perhaps. this ‘assertion - lies

at the back of a great deal
- of his. thought. He

is, of
-course quite wrong. With
‘the development of mono:
poly - capitalism " in France
and Germany and Britain,
there was mo part of the
globe ‘which was not con-
nected with monopoly- ca-

pitalism and, via the grow-
th of trade and the export’

of capital, with imperialism.

_“We have shown how what

-.was in

industry and banking there

" :Russia, - was large. scale,

owned by foreign monopo-

. lies, and -that Russia, which

“was herself a prison of na-

tions, was also in turn in 2
dependent position 1 re-
lation to the highly indu-

i > strial monopolistic._capita-
' lisms of Western Europe.

“This process was complet-

" ed by Hitler’s New Order,

so~ that when the .war

- against - German -_imperia-*
~ lism was won, the ‘majority’
- of large scale industry in
" Poland, Czechoslovakia |

~

rest of - ‘the economy - was

1 by a private class of capi-

subordinated to. the needs. talists or they can be owned

of German- imperialism:.
This fact is what made it
s easy for vast-majority of

2

by the. people who work
with them, and that Mar-
| xists “at least. have ‘been

patriotic” people in those.: quite clear in. distingui;

_countries to -support what
was in effect point 4- of the
Communist - Manifesto
which Mensah quotes -on
p. 15 “Confiscation of the
property of emigrants’ and
rebels”. -For - the “majority
of the large owners of ca-

~pital and land had sided

with ' the .invaders . against
their own people.
were expropriated as trai-
tors.to the nation, not sim-
ply as capitalists.

‘Ghana, indeed the wiﬁole-

‘of “Africa, is subordinated

to foreign- monopoly capi-

tal. It would be interesting ;

to know  how Mensah
would describe UAC, the
Ashanti Goldfields Corpo-
ration, the timber and ship-
ping companies. Mr. Peter
Bauer, an . ultraliberal,
would call .them monopo-*
-ies,” and .we know of no
serious economist who
would call them otherwise.

It is quite natural that
having, tarough failure to
undersiand -facts, failed
also to explain in economic
terms, the need- for  a-
change in  the economic.
system; he falls back on a
political explanation,
namely that “‘the economic
syste1 was rearranged in

ordér to consolidate the po-

sition of Communist Par-

‘ties after they had over-

thrown' rival political par-
ties”.- It is perhaps hardly

surprising ‘that he appa-.

rently thinks .(we can
see no- othef ‘meaning
to  the’ words) the pur-
pose of industrialisation in’
Ghana is “to buttress the
position of .a socialist poli-

_tical party after a success-

ful coup d’etat”. If not

‘Ghana ‘but Eastern: Europé
"is' intended by this phrase -

too, it seems a little inaccu-

‘rate: Even if October 1917

pre-revolutionary |

' not take their, chance.

and Hungary and Rumania ~

was wholly or . partially

were to- be .described as a
coup d’etat, it was 10 years
before the  ‘consolidation’
began in "any substantial
way, during that ten years
on at least one occasion:
six sevenths of the country
of the USSR was occupied
by the enemies of ‘the ‘coup’
detat’. It is indeed a little
hard to understand why
those who didn’t like it did

But after this digression
into the political field, we
are told that ‘‘for Ghana
the purpose of social re-

organisation must ‘be dif- -

ferent. The economic sys-
tem must be re-organised in
such a way as to promote
to the maximum degree the
accumulation of capital and
the growth of national out-
put”

. “These are the processes
that will. conquer poverty”.

This seems very accepta-
ble until one looks a lttle
‘more  closely. The process
of . social re-organisation
established by 19th century
capitalism in Europe  cer-
tainly promoted

of national .output. Whe-.
ther. they conquered po-
verty is quite another mat-

ter. Whose poverty ?--Has"

the . accumuldtion of wvast
quantities of capital in. the

. Middle Eastgor Venezuela

in the form 0f oil installa-

.tions conquered poverty?-
"It fact this brings us tQ

the question .of the accu-
mulation-of capital, which

"is the subject of Mensah’s
|-third part. '

* THE ACCUMULA-
TION OF CAPITAL

- It is a pity that Mensah
uses the term capital accu-
‘mulation to . describe. the
process Of - socialist - accu-
mulation. He could have

/- borne in mind that means .
owned by Germans; and the of production can be owned ; coliectively in the form of

They-.

" 1abourers

‘ capital
accumulatiod - and growth|.

: shing™ the” two. To Marx
s ‘capital’ is not just a thing

(physical means of produc-

“tion), ;it is- also a ‘relation’
-between the class of owners

i‘and the class of wage earn-

ers employed by them (who

own fio means of produc-.

- tion). This is the basic so-

+-cial relationship under ca-

pitalism—ie. the relation
between wage labour™ and
. capital, a relationship - in
i which the minority buys

f the majority’s ability ‘to

“work, and is able to do so
- because the minority owns
:"all the means-of production
i and the majority own none.
i If Mensah had kept this
i in mind a great. deal of
muddle, to put the kindest

have been saved. . -

~ What we can ‘agree on
first is, this. Every develop-
- ing- country needs to add

ion as a necessary condi-
dition for ending. poverty.
But. unless that stock of
means . of production. is
“under social control (and
experience shows that so-

key means of production
is impossible) therc is no
guarantee whatever - that
those means of production
will be used -to” “conquer

‘of the people.

“SOCIALIST
ACCUMULATION”

accumulation”  advisedly
because it makes clear that

- ion, which are made avail-
able by society’s producing
more than - it consumes,
belong “to society. Society
can therefore decide how
‘to use it, how the benefits
in the form of increased
produetivity of labour re-
sulting from- its use shall
‘be distributed; and that in
so doing it can have no
motive other than the wel-
fare of society. If the ad-
ditions to the .stock ~of
means of -production are
privately owned by the ‘ca-
pitalist ‘class, and -are . used
to employ. a class of wage

rights in and no - control

ther) the means- of product-
ion. are -employed, -then
there is no guarantee what-

for the benefit of ‘society.

private operations is profit
maximisation, there 'i§
every reason to suppose
the wage. earners do.not
see an obvious self-interest
in adding to their employ-

duction. The class struggle
" in capitalist society was not
-invented or even discovered
by Marx. It has been'in-
dependently - discovered by

‘where those who pay the
wages are exactly the same
people as those- who receive

~owners ‘of means of pro-
ple, ‘there is clearly no use-
ful parallel with capitalist
society where wages are
paid through one class to

can clearly have no inte-

part of the social product

it is quite -absurd tocall

‘this ‘exploitation’.This is !
as -

‘mmediately - apparent
(ar’as it concerns uat. part
" f the social product which

. paid back to the worlkers

construction on it, would’

~as -fast ‘as possible to its
stock of means of product- ;

cial control without "social
ownership at least of the .

the poverty” of the -mass | ‘

We havé used .“‘socialist

the additions to society’s ;
stock ‘of means of product-

who have no-
-rapidly — more

over how (or even whe-" consumption.-

ever that they will be used:

Since the motive for such:

ers’ stock of means of pro-.

wage workers everywhere.
‘on the basis of their own

experience. . o
The payment of ‘wages’
in ~.a socialist ~economy-

‘them, namely - the collective’

duction, the .working peo--

another. The working class:
rest in “exploiting” itselfi:
Tt follows therefore- that if:
tn a \socialist -ecenomy .a°

is not, paid out in. wages,

_roads, hospitals, schools

etc.. where it is- difficult to

identify . the .piece which

each individual worker
receives. - And -as for that

~part which is put -as an
- addition 'to the stock of

means of -production, i.e.

" the portion which-.we have

called ‘socialist | accumula-

tion, ‘that also belongs' to -

the workers collectively. It

is theirs, they have control .

over -it, they decide what
to- do ‘with it. They own it
collectively because  there
'is no other way of ownifg

enormous and enormously -

expensive pieces of equip-
ment
ownership concentrated in
the hands of a few enor-

mously wealthy people, or
(b) collective owner ship

by' those who work with
the equipment. .-

1t is, of course, a plati-
tude that

consumption, and that this

holds ‘good for all econo- .
mic systems. A great deal
of Mensah’s section on ca-.
" pital accumulation appears
to be saying precisely that.
It even appears to follow -
-‘that, in a . country .where

the whole population is at
a low level of supsistence,
accumulation is very diffi-
cult, especially as anyre-
duction in the subsistence
level in order to enlarge
surplus may be ‘partly self-

defeating since lower nutri- -
tional standards may lower

‘the product.- "~ .

But -such ‘a picture’is a
pretty piece . of abstract-
‘arithmetic. There are’ few,

if any, poor countries in-
~which a minority, be it of .
indigenous

or expatriate
property owners, is
comparatively rich . Where-
ver there is’ feuldalism or
foreign capital,. experience
shows that - subsistence le-

- ve} for the majority: goes

alongside a  very consides

- rable slice of product (often

half’ or more) to.an ex:
tremely -~ small - minority.
There is already a surplus

in existence. The problem -

is how to use some for de-
velopment in such ‘a way
as to increase productivity

“and raise both the surplus

and the standard of con-
sumption.” Of course, out
of the growth of the pro-

.duct, provided it is socially

owned, a rational collect-

" ive choice can be made be-

tween raising the rate of
accumulation more or less
rapidly
means that )
.cannot immediately. rise or
quickly as it would with a
lower rate of accumulation
but that it will rise very

much more rapidly within
a  compa limited
. time’ horizon. That there

a  comparatively

‘dre choices to be:made no
one doubts.. 'What is in
doubt is-whether - they are
the - ones which - Mensah
postulates.: o

' SUMMARY DISMISSAL

- OF ALTERNATIVES
- He presents a considera-

" bly idealised picture of pri-

vate capitalist accumula-
tion in ;the 19th" century,
and from this proceeds to
-ask whether or noi a-de-

veloping - country should-

proceed. .to have -capitalist

development first before it.

proceeds to have a socialist
development. But first he
closes the alternative road
rather summarily by sug-

gesting that state “enter- -

prises in' developing coun-

ximisation of margin be-

- tween--wage. rate..and. pro-
T=ductivity. ~ “One- has-only
16 'look round: at.-Ghana -
-to. see that in practice: state’

enterprise (my gloss, Men-
‘sah. calls it quite incorrect-
_ly state capitalism) tends to

| .overtax the managerial ca-
pability which is at the dis- -

posal of ‘the ' Ccovcrament
of a . non-industrialised

“country”. - We say ‘sum-

miary ~ dismissal’ ~ because

¢

except (@) private .

accumulation
equals . production minus

not'

over.a very short period,
in. which much of the ma- -
nagerial ability -was bor-
rowed from privat= enter--
.prise, is hardly proof - of
anything except Mensah’s
" parochialism on the -one
_hand and on the other
(and- .we . believe this lies
- ar the bottom of ‘the whole
paper) - complete lack of
confidence in. the mass
of the ,people. to solve’
these problems. That is
why we, as distinct from

rience of Eastern Europe
as _very relevaat. There
were plenty -of faint hearts

and other  experts

.inside and outside
country who said it could
not work, who said :{‘After
all they are only peasants
and workers -as compared
with the middle class intel-
lectuals . . . the
.and civil -servants .of the
capitalist era”. But they

“both

‘well. .From an economy in
which the level of output
was perhaps about one se-

that was) they have ma-
naged in -a “comparatively
short period ‘of peaceful ex-
pansion - (1928-37). ‘and
1950-1964 to raise total
~output to.about two thirds
{ the Americdn level of 1964

more than 7/8 times that
- of the U.S.A. Hence per
capita real income in’ the
1 USSR must ~ be . around
7/8 times %, of the US level
of about $3,000 in 1963/4

come is rather more- than
. half the U.S. level,” which
puts it about 1,500 dollars
per annum, or perhaps 7

naians would be.reasonably
-happy we think, if they
could 'raise their real in-
‘¢come per head sevenfold
in ‘25 years of socialism.
The USSR had of course
to do it alone, without ex-
ternal aid, and with great
“destruction from two wars.
Ghana’s task should be
easier, and there is there-
fore all the more grounds
for ‘confidence. S
SCHOLARSHIP AND -
'OBJECTIVITY

We quote Mensali;' -
1. “The ' application - of
Hegelian dialectics to. the

led Marx to the famous
generalisation with = which
the ‘Communist Manifesto’
opens.” ' L
The Communist

started his study of British
conditions then and -not till
then. It is obvious that the:

nothing to do with his

Mensah™ has a quotation
from the Critique of Politic-
-al Economy. It is hard to be-

‘without noting Marx’s own
‘description of his activities.
He'did not begin to study
‘political economy until

"dies being ‘the “Economic
and Philosophical. ‘manus-
cripts of 1844”. A cursory
glance at these will tell the

_“(to the exfent that ‘the Bri-
.- tish, French and German
authors he is studying refer
to -them) of -actual condi-
tion. . The whole work - is

- respects immature.

‘the " economic hisiory
_Mritain. came after - the

. This cavalier attitude to-’
wards facts. which are ‘not:

. the experjence of Ghana | difficult to check leaves one

venth of that of 1914, (and.
~we have shown how Ilow

ie. USSR pcz capita in--

times Ghana’s. Most Gha-.

economic history of Britain

‘Mani- |
festo was written' in German |
'(why not call it ‘Der Kom- ;
munistische Manifest'?) by
"Marx and Engels in 1847.:
| Marx did not spend. more..
than about six weeks in:
Britain = béfore . :1850. He:

study of British conditions.

—the product of these stu- '

extremely briéf and in many" : i
tedr Y ' B y : ALGERIA: President, Ahmed

In short, Marx’s study of !
of |

~ “The Spark” and the People of Ghana

Mensah, regard the expe- |

managers -

appear to have done rather |

‘with a population rather

l

‘Communist Manifesta’ had |

‘lieve he could have read it |-

1844 when he was in Paris |

' plies that the”contrary view.

_chev, shepherd boy, and fit-:

"Yugoslavia:

| Ibarruri, worker; (In Ger-
.many W: Reimann, worker

 GHANA" The ‘Conservative

- said, had shamed those who

‘

tries usually lead to'a mi 3 reader that they are a study -

LR S of theory and only indirect- ',
nimisation rather than ma-

"1y, and to a minor- extent '

Cominuriist M anifesto. |

* “People’s ‘Militia” to defend

_without ~reference to -the
facts, and that ‘facts’> are

“serious  scientific

Ecoromic Society.

for fact comes at-the end.
‘Discussing social relations
within the  socialist state,
Mensah is. attempting to
ridicule - the: Marxist . view)
that the proletariat. is the

there, plenty of - political | jeading force, in the build-
! '
the |

ing of a socialist - society.
He writes, ‘The proletarian
movement. is to be led by
a party elite of enlightened .
proletarians. The fact. is, ,of
course, - that every socialist
party has been led mostly -
by non-proletarian " intel-
lectuals.’ R

‘INCREDIBLE -

- EFFRONTERY’

It is hard not to write at
this point ‘What incredible-
effrontery’ The words, “the
fact, of ‘course” clearly im-,

is so absurd :as to be not

worth serious consideration.

In: FACT it is Mensah’s
view which is not.  worth’
serious.. consideration. -For’
he is entirely wrong. If-hc

had not been' so blinded by

-prejudice he could, 'in less'.
than half- an hour, :from
standard reference books
(e.g. - International  Who's
Who) have found out most’
pf the folowing: (Since he
is . everywhere . attacking -
Marxists, we have assumed
that by socialist parties he -
means parties based on:
Marxism) USSR: Khrush-

ter in coal mines; Poland:
Gomulka, worker; Czecho-
slovakia; Novotny; worker;
German Democratic. Repu-
blic: Ulbricht, worker;. Bul-
garia : .Zhivkov, .worker;
Tito, worker.
And in capitalist Europe
the following: Britain: Gol-:"
lan, worker; France: Tho-
rez (died two weeks ago)
worker; Spain (in exile)

—up to the Hitler period -
Thaelmann, worker  and
after. 1945 in GDR, Pieck,
worker); Kwame NKrumah,
worker. - : ,
The conclusion that might
have been drawn by Men-
sah from the facts, if he had -

' 2. Another example of .
the same reckless disrégard |

. "S_hO_.W,‘

sion ‘that we - will draw,
namely that the leaders of
all - these ' parties, - sprung

to be invented at will in - from the class of manual,
order to . substantiate a ~industrial .workers,. -have
‘thesis. This is. hardly the.
' attitude  That is, the working class,
one- is' entitled to. expect even -under’ conditions ~ of
from the President of an  capitalism, -ean produce .
‘ fromits 'own ranks revolu- . .

emergéd also as intellectuals.

tionary intellectuals who are
capable -of leading = their
; countries to socialism. To
. the. people of Ghana, who
i hale’ been told by genera-
i tions- of colonialists that
:"they. were really incapable
I"of  ..running . their ownm
_affairs, this piece of Euro-
-pean history could be a

"For ,what workers in" one

_in another. - :

rite -phrases ‘classical Mar-
“xism . is, of course, even
minor
. Marxists literature would
mot

- teresting to know whether.

‘Marx’s early“works of the

i firstyears of the 1840’s or'" -
Engels’ work of the late -

i 1880’s when -monepoly capi-
tal ' and .imperialism ‘were

- dlready developing. Which . o

.of - these :is classical Marx-
“ism? And"what of .the ‘clas-
sical Marxism of the impe-

ism? Most Marxists would
regard Lenin as having be-
gun for the imperialist

period the. 'same kind of .

" Marxist analysis as Marx

-and Engels -did for 'the

“earlier, and ‘mainly competi-

soul, before undertaking to
" discuss Marxism the famous

dogma, but a guide to
action’. “‘Our conception of
history-is above all a guide
-t0 'study, not ‘a lever -for
- construction -after :
ner of the Hegelians. All
history must be studied
afresh,” the conditions, of
existence of different forma-
tions of society must be: in-;
.dividually examined.:?..

~here up. to now because
only. a few people have got

and distinguish himself.”
‘(Engels: letter to Conrad

-Schmidt, 'London,

been - interested in. finding | 1890).

13th JULY, MONDAY:

. “Daily Mail” in its editorial
" today -said, “Osagyefo Dr.

_'Kwame Nkrumah’s proposal |-
for setting up a Common- -

wealth Secretariat should not

surprise those who thought |-
. Vthat.the Southern Rhodesian

" question would split the Co-
* mmonwealth.” o
The proposal, the editorial

had doubts about Osagyefo’s
* intentions. A
14th JULY, TUESDAY:- .
KENYA: Mr. Abdi Haji Aba-
-med, a Senator of Kenya’s
- north-eastern region has cal-

led on the Kenya Govern-
-ment to remove imrediately
‘all whites serving the govern- |

ment in the Tegion.

" The Senator revealed that"

all whites now serving in'the . o

_region have the same ideas
‘as the recently deported Bri-
tisH - Assistant Police’ Com-
- missioner, -Leslie Pridgeon. -

Ben Bella -of Algeria -has
anrounced the creation.of a-

Algeria’s socialist revolution

against. al! enemies at home’

" - and abroad. . !

" The Militia’s. task will b¢

- ;_[-() help the- public and the

{ render -harinless - the . agents
. of counter revolution. « .
. SOUTH AFRICA: The- Lord

‘cepted a petition signed by '

", more than 14,000 inhabitants .
of Northern England city of .

~ Sheffield calling for. the re-
“lease of -Nelson Mandela,
Southi African nationalist
- leader, and his seven collea-,
© gués, who are imprisoned
" for life in-South Africa. .=
. The petition was sponsored
by “Save Mandela” Commi-
- ttee formed by students and
. trade union movement of the
city. IR :

ETHIOPIA:. A Committee of )

- nine African countries char-
<ged with making ~arrange-
ments for the creation of an
. African Development Bank,

. in Addis Ababa. =
One of the main items on
- the agenda is'to prepare for

. the first meeting of the' board,

of governors,  due to  take

acquaintance with”

used by’
marxists. It would be in--

‘Mensah means by it e.g.-

- rialist period’ namely Lenin--

the_masi- -

Only a little has been done .

Mayor. of Sheffield, has ac~ _

_source” of great confidence. -

'One of Mensah’s favou-

tive, capitalist period. Men~
sah ‘should ‘engrave on his °

phrase ‘Marxism ‘is not a

down to it seriously. In this. -
field we can utilise masses
of help, it is immensely big =~ =7
and anyone who will work =~ -
-seriously- can. achieve a lgt™" .

'August
el

. 1, Armed Forces t6 unmask and -

‘

has .began a six-day meeting =~ -

" place within three months. = .

SENEGAL:. President Leopold
. Senghor of Senegal has arri-

ved in Paris from Dakar for -
a three-day visit before fly- -

_ing to Cairo to. attend the

ty Conference.

© Organisation of African Uni~ ~ .

e R R e e VORSAATEDE TETR K R Loty WA BRI

place can do so they can - . R

o

._.‘ o E .;/ y ( : 'E l I : . . ' M
‘with  the -impre‘ssi'o"n—-' ‘that them, would be the’ conclu-
Mensah decided on a thesis -

“ve .;-.l,....,f;‘,,

i
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(Contmued from page 5)

9 Combmatron of agri-

culture with manufac-
,turmg industries; gra-
-dual abeiition of the

distinction between:
town and country, by
a more equable distri-.

- bution of the popula-
' thll over the country.

Free educatnon for all

schools. Abaolition - of
children’s factory la-
bour in its present
form. Combination of

trial production, etc.”
£, L
- It is' important to notice

-two things .about this pro-
, gramime. The first is that

$according to Marx and En--

gels themselves the socialist

.- programme in different

" countries must be different.

the - spec1ﬁc programme

. outlined in a programme

for implementation. in the
most . advanced countries

when these ‘move from the

capitalist ‘to- the ‘socialist

*state. This latter qualifica-
" tion follows quite logically.
" from. :the Marxist method

and. its specific conclusions.
“The societies whose econo-
mic history was analysed to

 yield - the Marxist generali--
" sation . were mdustnahsed

societies.
- Therefore the action pro-

~gramme "of the communist
revolution assumes that the
-_proletar1at inherits an in-
~ dustrial economy.. E

DEFINING A
~ SOCIALISTIC
PROGRAMME

. * In Russia and the East-

"ern_European. countries this

programme has been imple-
mented with a varying set of

- modifications. In any event

the economic status of these

" countries at the time of the |

‘communist + stakeover

approxxmated more closely -

:‘to the condition of’ Britain 7
in the -€arly -19th -Century -~
‘than the economic status of -
- a typical developing country -

now  does. Czechoslavakla

and East'Germany were;in-

deed highly .developed in-

dustnal econo niries. All )

'these countries also at- the
‘time- of the establishment

" of their ‘socialist regimes

‘the
- World: War That these at-
-tempts have not been uni-
- formly successful is- reflec-
- tedmsomeofthechanges
_.in  ecopomic policy . that
¢ have accompanied the pro-

| _-had been through wars and
- civil wars. Their state of

dislocation  and economic
collapse allowed of the in-.
stitution of a degree of so-

. cial re-organisation which
' cannot normally be intro-
" duced mto a gomg eco-

nomy. .
" The - economic. develop-

ment of the present socialist*
countries during the 1950s.

- was generally. marked by-an

attempt to reproduce in
each .country ‘a replica of

the structure of industrial -

development implemente d
by the Soviet Union until
1g of the Second

cess of de-Stalinisation .The-
attempt to.co-ordinate in-

. dustrial planmng for all the
- communist’ countries is one
-attempt to produce a solu-

* tion to the problem of defi--

ning a specific development
programnie  which can be

. called socialistic. The cur-
© rent d1vergenc1es in the way
of -getting co- ordinated .

planning among the Socia-

.. . list Countries only empha-
. sizes, that

the - concrete
programme Of industrial
development for a devlop-

" ing country Wwith socialist

ambitions cannot -be sim-

" ply based on precedent

. It is even more . drﬂicult

- fo know how to handle agri- .
“ “culture. In the circumstan-
"“ces of 19th century Britain,

the suggested abolition - of .

property in land - followed

'--.,from Marxist logic. For,

~'with. the agricultural revo- .

-rope much ofthe land at.

“therefore not capitalist pro-
chiidren in public-

-on‘ the hope of attracting'

- education with indus-

| tive farming. Lenin {uotes -

jform in France and Ger-
‘many:

" .the state, we’ shall riot
~The second is that!

- pose. We shall then have -

'became co-operatives oy
in name. In substance the

lution of Britain, land has
become-a form of capitalist-
property. It was an asset
on ‘which capitalist farm-
ers employed - the labour
of landless ~'peasants. In.
Russia, and. in Eastern Eu-

the time of the communist
take-over was held by in-
dividual peasants. It was

perty .
The collectivisation pro--
gramme.of Lenin was based

the Russian peasant * into-
a genuine co-operative-mo-
vement by demonstrating
the advantages of co-opera-

with approval Engels® pre-
scription for "agrarian , re-»

. “When we are in pos-
.Session of the powers of

. even drearn” of forcibly -
expropriating the poorer
pedsants, the’ smallholders
+ (with®. or without com-
pensation),” as we shall

. have to do in relation to

~ the large landowners. Our |
- task as regards the small-

*_holders - will “first of all
consist

tionand individual
- ownership into co-opera- |
" tive ‘production . and co-
. operative ownership, not
:forcibly, but by way .of
example, and by offering
social aid- for this- pur-

the means of showing the
peasant all the advant-
- ages. -of this change——
advantages which even
" now slzould be obvzous
to him.”

Under Stalm Collectlves

peasants’® land was eXpro-
priated “except for their
small garden plots

“in. -transforming .
" their individual produc-

the state should come to |

own the industrial - capital
in the’ nation, and the pro-

: cess by which it should do
The Communist Mani-

festo, to judge by the pro-
gramme

ductive capital. The 7th |

"point of the’ programme re- .

fers to the extension .of

factories and instruments of

production owned by the
state: :

STRATEGY OF. .
DEVELOPMENT PLAN

-You . will

ment by the State must be
kept substantla]ly ahead of

- the rate of investment by
‘the private sector. As the

Guide to the Implementa- |
tion of the Plan says:

-“The growth rate of
the public ~sector must

always exceed the growth .

- rate of the private sector
in agriculture and indus-
try. “This should not be
done - by hindering  the
growth of " the private

- sector but by MAXIMI-
SING THE GROWTH

-"OF THE PUBLIC SEC-
TOR. Private enterprise

- will not be killed: it will

be surpassed.”

But to fevert to the pro-
blem of an- action pro-

-gramme for the 1mplemen- :

tation of socialism in a non-
industrialised country. - The
first and ' most ° 1mportant
point to emphas1ze is “that
the Marxist programme. is
aimed -at the re-organisa-
tion of ‘the -ownership of

| existing property.. This re-

organisation is required be- |

cause jthe! existing property
_relations are frustrating ‘the
i_"further | developme nt. of
';productlve capac1ty ‘in a

:quoted  before, |’
-seemed to envisage the gra-
dual nationalisation of pro-

| The central concern miist be

: recall the

_strategy proposed in Gha- .
‘na’s Seven-Year Plan. The
.rate of productive _invest-

£
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Ina developmg country
the ownershap of the exi-
sting means of production
is not the central issue. By
and large the means of pro-.
duction- do not exist. “That
is- the- definition of econo-
mic ~backwardness itself.”
Therefore = the - essence of .
.the action programme of .
socialism ', in . a° backward
country is not the rearran-
gement of the ownersh1p of
the' means of production.

with the building up of the
nation’s - stock of produc-
“tive assets.”

-A heavy progressive in-
come tax as recommended
in the Communist -Mani-
festo is obviously not one
- of the best inducemients for
capital ‘investment. Neither
is ‘the confiscation of pro-

perty or the abolition of the |

rights of inheritance.

_The industrialisation
programme, the need to
modernise  agriculture and
“to build up the stock of
social capital—all . -these
may impose a necessity for
encouraging private invest-
ment, making tax conces-
sions and in extending state -
guarantees to private pro-
_perty as an integral part-
of the economic policy of
a-developing country -des-
pite its socialist ambitions.

CREATION OF. ~
SURPLUS-VALUE

" As prevrously indicated
the extraction- of surplus -
value. to provide an inves--
table: miargin for the:com-
munity has- to be intensi-
fied rather than diminished
_if-it is desired to increase
the rate of .economic
growth. Far from acquiring -
the savings potential, that.
in classical Marxist theory
exists in the ownership of
private capitalists before the
socialist transformation’; a_

: mand no mvestable surplus-'

value, to provide the sa-
vings for nat10nal develop-.
ment.

‘many different-roads to so-

" cialism have - already been

tried by the contempo-
rary socialist countries.
As is well known, in coun-

tries . like Poland, private -
ownership of farming land

has as yet been- relatlvely
. httle disturbed. _
"~ Marx’s .own view of the
farmer ih a primitive-eco-

nomy deserves notice. He.

wrote in Das Kapital:
“The primitive foresfer'is
- owner . of : the pnmntrve
. forest, and: uses the prj-
. mitive forest as his- pro-
perty. with the freedom
- of an orang-otang. He is
not, therefore, a proleta-
rian. This would only be
the case, if the primitive
" forest exploited him, in-
" stead of being exploited
by him. As far as his
- wealth is concerned, such
a man would . well bear

comparison not only with

the modern proletarian,

but also with the syphili-
~ tic and scrofulous’ upper

classes.” .
(Capital: Cap. 25) -
For those who would like
" to imagine a .capitalist pro-
letariat class conflict in the

farming economy. of a-

country like Ghana perhaps
these words should -give
- some - pause. Besides, - it . is
obvious that as long as land

‘remains relatively plentiful |

the capitalist expropriation
of farming land .and ‘the
forcible creation of a prole-
tarian class cannot happen

in Ghana in the way that .

it happened in Europe.
.. Even-on the terms of the
purest Marxism the state

then is entitled to’ seek to.

'promote an increase in the
average
rGhanalan “farmer -

-In the ﬁeld of agr1cu1ture~

holdmg of - 'the
‘as , a-

_th'e policy of i mcreasmg the

size of the -individual far-
mer’s ' holding - ‘sooner ~ or
later ‘brings ‘up the. pro-
blem -of the use’ of wage
Jlabour ‘in. agriculture.” A
‘Ghanaian ~farmer hires co--

- operative tractors .to plough_

up 40:acres ‘which are more’

than family labour can-cdl- -
‘tivate. He then gives em-

ployment to people . from
Upper Volta - whose soils
are unable to provide them
with an adequate livelihood.

“What should be the attltude

of ‘the socialist planner in
Ghana towards this. 51tua-
tion?. :

‘In Ghana we have mstl-
tuted a  state :farms. pro-
gramme and the workers’
brigade system as.a spear-
head. for the modernisation
of- agr1culture But through
these institutions -the state
itself is introducing a large

‘element of wage labour into

an  agricultural -economy
which is at  present mostly
still' based on non-wage
family labour. Is this pro-
letarianisation of ' agricul-
ture constistent with socxa
list planning? -

~ SOCIAL RELATIONS
1T IN A SOCIALIST STATE

Marx’s analysis-is foun-’
ded on class conflict." The
Communist ‘Manifesto ‘en-
visaged co-operatlon bet-
ween certain “enlightened”
members of the bourgeoisié
and . the proletarlat Presu-’

mably the rest of the-bour-

geoisie is to be hqu1dated
:The proletariat-mo'v e-
ment is to be led by a party

- elite of enhgh ened prole-

tarians. - i
. The fact of course is that
every socialist -party has so

“far been led mostly by non-
_ proletarran intellectuals. Ex~:

periments in worlqng class

leadership—for _ instance in
| the workers” management of

industrial enterprrses—have
indeed been interesting. But

lead the masses. In some
of the -Eastern European
countries the socialist mo-

vement has arrived at the
happy -compromise that .-
-anybody who is not agamst

the socialist revolution
should be allowed to work
in * the nation’s develop-"
ment. In China the-employ-

ment of 'éx-capitalists .as

industrial madagess and’
bureaucrats -is -still - vety -
widespread. ‘But~if middle- "

ciass intellectuals ‘and ideo-

logical cadres, the mana- .-
gers and- civil servants of
the capitalist era; are to be
invited to assist in.the con-

" struction of the -socialist

state- then the class conflict

~cannot ‘be carried, out in < -

the classical manner.
‘This problem is of ifn-

mense practical importance

to.-a developing c¢ountry;
How is the -choice of ma- °

‘nagerial personnel to . be

made?What is the position
of the civil service machi-
nery in thé management-of -
a’ socialist state?- Which
decisions in economic ma-
nagement can be léft to

_technical -considerations
and which ones must' be .

founded on' the ‘assumption

-that-there_are antagonistie . -

classinterests 1o be promo-
ted at all times? Obviously,
a country like Ghana can-
not afford the. luxury -of
not utilising some of its
available trained man- -
power. Socialist thinking in’
a developing country like
'Ghana ‘ought to move over
from the concept of class
conflict. and increasingly
emphasise ‘the concept of
nat10n~bu11dmg through:
the joint efforts of all the
citizens.- We are using
chiefs. and other leaders of
village society in laudable
programmes .of comuunity
development. 'Our i
theory should not be on the -

"-assumption that the chiefly-

- Thm are 8o manyfasclnatmg
- and famous things to seein

; They may be famlhar mghts you,
or ihings to see: and enJoy for:l tho

first time. Fly thero

quickly and comfortably, -
by Ghana Airways Express‘

: lervicu. You travel .
~ aon-stop, by night, -
' _arrivmg reﬁ'eahed

- '_;noxzmornmg—mth
‘an oxtradayinhand.

‘'with Europe—wﬂl be pleasetPtn
" help you plan your Joum ‘

-nﬂymmwhh.

' mchangiﬂgoﬂhemwd
MMPamdain Wiiiehall, London
mkmduxam o evsry woekdoy
. .‘“"‘wmmm .

ndon.
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| Angolan Provisioné_l' -Gov-
.-iernment-in-exile. The work

.- tof the commission should
I'bring ‘about a wunification of -

ithe liberation movements in
. ; Angola; pave the way for
. the recognition of the Pro-
<'vision gl Government-in-
‘exile by all Africa; and

Sk permit the progressive and

¢ révolutionary forces outside

- .“Africa to be more forth-

i coming in their aid to the
- people of- Angola.’ ‘

. The setting up of a
:special commission t0
© supervise - sanctions
' on South Africa is a recog-

© mition of the inadequacy of-
L ittee of Nine- for-
- the hapdling of the South

. 'the Co

., "African- problem. - Indeed
- the time is ripe for all

" aspects of the South Afri-

- can struggle to be entrusted
.. to a specialised commis-
: sion of the O.A.U. On such
“ a commission should" sit a
- few . states which, in con-

. *junction- with the fighting

- forces inside South Africa,
' can organise and direcg’ the
" revolutionary '~ struggle
. against a .
: iporising ‘over the
-+ peaceful or the revolution-
- ary -approach to the South’
- African problem should be
+ seen, for - what it -is—an
. attempt ‘to abandon our

¢ kith” and "kin. in South .

- Africa under a smoke-
/screen. of academic - ver-
- - biageé resorted to’ because

o ~'of deals with. imperialism. .

'SOUTHERN RHODESIA

Southern * Rhodesia  is

. now largely. outside the
. jurisdiction of the Com-
¢ mittee of Nine. The O.A.U.
" has endorsed’ ‘the London
" "decisions of the Common-
- wealth Prime Ministers’
~ Conference '‘on  Southern

. " Rhodesia-"and has decided .

+t0 keep up the pressure for
, early and full implementa-
“tion of these decisions

# through the United ‘Nations.

_ i Agreement has been reached
~ about a Zimbabwe Govern-
... ment-in-exile in. the event
: of a unilateral declaration
.~ of independence ‘by the
. white. minority rulers in
. Southern Rhodesia.
: Malawi, Tanganyika and
-~ Northern Rhodesia. (Zam-
“ bia) have been entrusted

* 'with the task of reconciling

* the various wings of the

* * . natiopalist movements . in

-+Southern Rhodesia.

- . In short, imperialism
* ran mno longer push’ its
. Southern Rhodesia - stra-

- - tegy by manipulating the
-* Committee of Nine. The

imperialist technique of

partheid. \Any fur--

And | nationalism.

_occasion
leaders faced squarely the -

~

. using the Committee of
Nine as the vehicle for its-
colonialist ~policies. now

has to be abandoned. The
vehicle is-no ‘lenger. the
confrol panel for the na-

- tional liberation  mo ve-

.ments. . o
Of course it is to be ex-
pected that . imperialism
will strive to gain control
of . other committees - and
commissions charged with -

-one aspect or-. other of

chanelling assistance to the
libération movements. Im-
perialism may yet succeed

'with . these new ~agencies.
But it has to work harder
than before. For it now has |

‘to deal with ~several ¢om-
mittees .in “place  of one,
and it has to reckon with
the fact-that the states of
radical nationalism will now
play a -greater role: in ‘the
guidance ‘of the’ liberation
movements than was allow-
ed them by . the arrange-

‘ments made in Addis Ababa

last year.

‘Here a note of warning
to ‘the states of radical
nationalism will not be out
of place. A factor in the
reversal of  the policy of
aiding the liberation move-
ments ‘solely through the
Committee'- of Nine has
been the unanimity of ‘the
freedom fighters over the
ineffectiveness - of  that
machinery. - The "~ new

machinery must work effi- |
nental’

ciently and expeditiously in
order to win the confidence
of these same freedom
fighters:© The . continued

leadership of the states of |

radical nationalism in this
regard = will ~depend to a’
great extent on the sense of
urgency, the shrewdness
and the . comradeship - they
bring into the programme
of assistaiice to the libera-

tion movements. These’
states muist realise (and take
swift - remedial action!)"

‘that a tactic of imperialism
‘has been and will continue

to be the manipulation of
the .machinery for giving
assistance to: freedom figh-
ters in their respective coun-
tries in'a way that will make
the freedom fighters lose
faith in the states of radical
They must
make absolutely certain that
imperialist agents. do not

‘worm their' way into the

machinery for giving assis-

tance to the liberation
movements. . - ,

And- now to thé great
debate. 7" ) ;

Cairo 1964 will go down
ink\histoty ~as * the - first
when  African

EdltOIIa] o ' Céqﬁnﬁed from pagel
: _ing socialist 'I'Heoryn~1'd _provfde a ‘guide to action
-, in Ghanaian conditions:". - L
] -Second, if Mr. Mensah holds on to his office -
< in spite of his convictions, it can only mean that
" he is either determined fo use it to bend the will

- of the nation to_his own or hold on to obstruct:

- i the Seven-Year Plam. -

- e

* When af the ;ef:eré'ridum.,'fhe péople over-
helmingly decided to choose the socialist path

- of development; they did so because they know .
fhat ‘socialism aims at meeting their growing
* ‘material and cultural needs by steadily develop-
'ing and improving social production. They see
hat capitalism is obsolete and that it is givin?-
way to the new and. higher social order of social-
ism. They realisé that socialism puts-an end to the
ontradictions of capitalism by abolishing private
wnership of the main means of production &nd
lacing them under public ownership. They - are
ware that there is no instance>of an. ex-colonial
ountry which on the basis of capitalism has
chieved an independent and ‘ viable economic |

rowth since the imperialist epoch began.

It is quite probable that there is a number of
eople of Mensah's ilk” in the nerve centres of
ffairs in this country. Perhaps thev -can be bold
nou~" like. him to come out openly. =

issue of a continental union | that the ®.A.U.
government. Although. no.

final decision has been pro-

‘nounced on the proposals

put forward by Dr. Kwame
Nkrumah - for'~ a . union

government, a big step for-
ward was taken when it was
unanimously agreed that the -
specialised. commissions of
‘the OAU should: study. the

proposals and ‘report back
to the Conference 'of Heads

of State' and Government:
next year in Accra. By this
‘move, the African leaders
have demonstrated - to the- -

world that a4 union govern-
ment for Africa is -not a
wild and brash: idea but a
sound view that deserves
close and
study. This alone is a. big

jolt to the imperialists. |

. VIEWS EXPRESSED

It is useful to review |

briefly the various views

that. were expressed at the.

Cairo Conference

ca. »

First, the case for a union
government. Dr. Nkrumah
argued irrefutably that

- Africa can be truly inde-

pendent and tread the path
of self-induced. develop-
ment only if the status quo
of a multitude of  non-
viable = micro-states = yield
place to one strong conti-
federation. He
pointed out that- 2 union
government - handling
foreign affairs, defence and
economic development

could solve the major pro-

blems facing -Africa today.
Such a government would
prove the greatest single
lever for self-induced deve-
lopment at.- the fastest

development much faster
than any of -the -existing
African states can generate.
This arrangement will make
it unnecessary for any Afri-

can states to resort to

abject dependence on the

former colonial master as a
condition for the very slow

rate of progress which is all
that existing African states
can achieve. - S

- Simultaneously, Dr.
Nkrumah’s proposals allow
member states to- - retain
their- individual "identity in

all the paraphernalia -of
statehood. It = is even
possible, as is the case with
the U.S.S.R., Byelerussia

vand- the Ukraine, for the

individual states™ to have
diplomatic missions abroad,

especially "at ~the , UN.,,

while leaving all major
issues of foreign policy to
the ‘union government. By
this way the ' patriotism
generated = by  emergent
statehood . is - reconciled
with a realistic approach to
the - solution of -problems
posed by sovereignty recen-
tly acquired. in ‘a. world
dominated by economic and
military giants. - :

_ INSTITUTIONS

The " institutions - of the

union - government - are - the-

Assembly of Heads of State
and Government, a House
of Represgntatives (set up
on a population basis) and a

Senate (where every state
is equally represented). The

military -authority " of ‘the
union government will:- be

exercised through an. Afri-
can High Command. And
the - economic: tasks facing

the continent would - be

tackled through :an African

Common Market, an Afri-
can currency or monetary

|fzone and joint planning of.

economic devclopment.

will be devoted to expert

and ’detailed study of these -

proposals. It'is to-be hoped

symipathetic .

"African

Dr.
unsung; but Dr. Nkrumah .
got a grand send off at |
Cairo. airport by all delega-

«

Secretariat
will allow itself to be
advised by experts who
believe in a union govern-

ment and not by ‘experts’

who come to us with one
set ‘purpose—to prove, to us
that the idea is unworkable,

I:Here - our, leaders should
“bear ‘in mind this favourite
‘saying .by "George Bernard
|"Shaw: . o

. “The reasonable  'man
adapts himself to the
. world; the unreasonable
one persists in trying to
adapt “the world to him-
self. Therefore all pro-
gress depends on  the
-unreasonable man”.’
- Two contrary views were

however expressed in oppo-
sition to the idea of a union

government. The first is that
the idea of a union govern-
ment is premature. This

came principally from  the.
“group of states for whom
‘Nigeria acts as the spokes-
‘man on many issues, This

in the | VieW was cut to-bits by Dr.

course of the debate on a
union government for Afri--

Kwameé Nkrumah himself

who roundly - declared’ that
the protagonists of such a-

view are out ‘“to crucify

‘Africa on the altar of neo-
colonialism.” -

- .After  this -
which - squares with the
everyday experience of the
Revolution, the

'supporters of this pre-

mature.. theory degenerated

into personal attacks and
character assassinations
unparalled in the history .of
Heads of State meeting.

These jibes, innuendoes and -
.vilifications only revealed |

that these leaders had no
answer to - Dr. ‘Nkrumah’s
proposals and. therefore
thought = that abuse could
serve better. . They failed.

For inspired write-ups in

possible rate, .a. pace of ! the ~ Western - imperialist

press. in praise of - these

‘leaders could only point out

the fact that their stand is

identical with or quite close .

ta the standpoint of imperia-
lism. What .a shame! And
can anyone miss the glaring
fact that these assailants of
‘Nkrumah -left Cairo

tions -of - freedom fighters

-assembled in Cairo? The

measure of our efforts in
the service of our continent

all other spheres. Each will ,.'is not encomiums. from the

"be . free to have its- own
_government  together ~with

imperialist press - but the

reactions of the people of

Africa. . - _
FUNCTIONAL UNITY ?

" "The. other view at the
Conference was not new. It
called for-increased coope-
ration - between  African
states- in restricted fields.
This is the familiar plea for
“functional unity”. It is
held that such limited asso-
ciation of African states

could breed goodwill and

good neighbourhliness

which in turn could .permit -
a further advance towards.
political union. This looks
good on the surface.

However, the advocates

‘of this ‘view lose sight of
important.  facts. |

three
Firstly, the passage of time
will allow vested inter&sts to
crystallise .and thus make
political unjon even more
difficult to attain.

- Secondly, such . limited.

associations- could  easily

‘become sterile and ineffec-
tive if the states: involved:
are -not agreed - on basic-

“political - objectives.: For.
example, - .every  modern,

state needs.a central bank.
But- the "operations -of .a
central bank owe a“lot:to
the
pursued - by —each ‘govern-
ment.. How can African
states. successfully . operate

The next twelve months | a -common: central bank- if

they are not agreed as to
political objectives? =~ =
" Thirdly, these. inter-Afri-

SPARK

broadside

| sufficient
' peace in the world. Our.

" “political -~ ‘objective

can -institutions, if left with-:
out political direction, could
easily serve as channels for
the “increased, - though dis-
-guised, exploitation- of this
continent by imperialist
interests. ‘For example, an
African bank, if left with- .

| out.” political : supervision, |:

could come under the con-

trol or ‘influence of power- |.
{ ful impérialist banks and |

became a channel for pro-
moting . imperialist = invesf-
ments in all Africa. African-

.leaders must face the bitter

truth——inter-African. institu-
tions without ‘political direc-
tion will. prove mere. stop-
gap affairs -and to this
extent, -will 'be ' insecure
pegs on which to hang the
economic  development- of -
the individual African states.
" In order to bring out the
truth that a good-deal of
serious thinking has. gone
into this ‘concept of a-con-~
tinental- union government,;
it will be useful to draw
attention to -a  few other.
points. that arose’ in the
debate. President - Nasser
called for ‘muscles’ for the
O.A.U. and quickly added
that we need ‘‘unity  of
thought’. ‘President Sekou.
. Toure emphasised the point
that a union government for
all Africa must be-founded
upon an ideology. - These

| are significant utterances for

they ‘confirm our view that
‘Africa needs a unifying.
ideology. And it is this con-
viction that gave birth to
Consciencism, President
Nkrumah’s ~latest philiso-
phical work. . S

WARM RECEPTION

: The warm réception-given
Consciencism in Cairo and
the speedy translation of the
book into Arabic ‘seem to
indicate that at last African
leaders who believe in Afri-
can unity have come to the
realisation that the founda-
tion must be an jdeolegy

“and pot mere resolutions or

“partisan religious fanaticism.

This realisation is a ‘signi-

ficant  step forward in our-
-quest for unity on the Afri-

can’ continent. - -

~The Cairo Conference-
was -a clear victory for the
progressive .standpoint - in:
two. other . respects—denu.

_clearisation of Africa and

the composition’ of the
Secretariat of. the OAU. *

"“The resolution . on mili-

“tary affairs is a significant:

advance on . the position
taken™ by . Africa at Addis
Ababa.. We - have - gone
further  than = condemn
foreigr” military bases on
African soil. : :

- Africa now condemns all’
‘military . ties with non-

-African powers. By this it |

is not ‘just the  staticming
of foreign troops on Afri-

can soil that- must be con-

demned but also the grow-
ing practice of signing. se-
cret military pacts between,
a Head of State and a for-
me: - colonial power—the-

| terms of which - military

pacts are usually unknown
even to the parliament of
the African state. =~ = -

Furthermore, Africa has
refused to accept a mere
verbal declaration of inten-
tion to ‘live in peace as
guaraftee -for

position as set out at Cairo’
is that we have to desfroy
the conditions that breed
war. Hete we have called
for ‘an end to all nuclear’
tests, the destruction of
stockpiles -of nuclear

weapons and the use of |’
fissionable materials only |
for peaceful  purposes. In |

any . case, we intend to

~respect these sentiments as

regards -Africa. That is why
the Cairo Conference has
.called for. the de-nuclearisa-
tion of all Africa. And by
this - we mean that all

nuclear powers must respect =

. waters.

I3

', _Obfainab_le' From: i L
| - BUREAU OF AFRICAN AFFAIRS
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Africa as a nuclear free
zone and refrain.from stor-
ing nuclear weapons in Afri-
can soil or in her territorial
In - addition - no
nuclear weapons must be

moved across any part of

“Africa. A
VICTORY FOR
B RADICALS

As regards the setting up ;

of a permanent Secretariat
for' the - O.AU., radical
African nationalism  has

fared even better than some-
.optimists would have dared.
to hope for on the eve of

the Cairo Conference. In
deference - to  Ethiopia,
Addis = Ababa has' been
chosen as the. seat of the
O.A.U. The composition -of

the Secretariat reflects a’

strong representation of
radical African. nationalism.
The Secrétary General went
-to, Guinea, and the assistant
secretaries went to U.AR.,

" Algeria, Kenya and Nigeria. -

It is pretty obvious that

imperialism will do every--
to

thing in its power
obstruct and, " if possible,

- thwart the free. action of

such a Secretariat. However,
we have in our hands the
tools for forging ahead. It
we fail, we shall have our-
_selves to blame. . ’

‘What are the prospects

for the next fourteen
months before the - Accra:
Summit? I

The one certainty is that
imperialism * will- re-double

her efforts in - the fight
| against. the states-of radical
| nationalism. - Already the
neo-colonialists section of-

the western press have

launched. a vicious attack

on ‘these states in general

and on Dr. Nkrumah in

particular. . )

Much as we have to take
a "serious -view - of these
press attacks, .it is impor-
‘tant-not to lose sight of the
fact. that this - propaganda
barrage is meant to serve as
covering. fire for the attacks

of imperialist - forces - on-
other fronts. o
We must expect sharp

attacks on the foundations
of the states of radical
nationalism. '

. Economic
‘open sabotage will be staged
by some imperialist enter-

attrition -or-

‘prisés still resident in these - -

states. Violent attacks and

- assassination attempts - on.. -

our radical leaders cannot

.be ruled out. Promises of
-economic aid will be used -

to undermine the solidarity

existing between the states .

of radical nationalism. . -
Every effort. will be
exerted to inflnence and

even corrupt some of the -

officers of the 0.A.U:. Se- -
cretariat. And we .must

‘expect imperialism to fry

some _hotse-trading ~ espe-
ciclly with countries repre~ -

-sented" on the Secretariat

in an effort to pressure the

permanent machinery of ' -
the. O.A.U. into - pursuing
« pro-imperialist line. -
. If we can unmask all .
these: imperialist- manoeu-
vies, if we can side-track : -

the " allurements ™ of the’ -
and check-: -
- mate the secret agents, the -

money bags

next fourteen monhts wiil

register new successes' for .

the African Revolution. -
- Two conditions -however
are essential to success. The -
first is solidarity among the
African states. of radical -
nationalism. -~ The second
and more important condi-
tion for success is that we
involve the masses of Africa
in the coming battles., They

are. the arbiters, the court'of .- ;
ultimate jurisdiction. If we
bring them in at every stage ::

and rely on their -matter-
of-fact - judgement and . on-
their revolutionary initiative
we : shall gét the better of -
those leaders who relyl on
armies, subventions
back-room boys supplied by
‘imperialism. . -

The conditions are ripe
for . mounting an all-out

‘revolutionary struggle
. against imperialism whether ™ .
.it takessthe form of colonia- ' - .
lismi- or. neo-colonialism or-

apartheid. - But - 'do. we .

.possess the ability to make

full ‘use of these opportu-
nities? - -

““There comes in all po-
Jitical struggles rare  mo- .
ments, hard to distisguish -
but fatal to let skip, when

‘even caution is dangerous;

then all must be set on a
hazard -and. out of a sim-
ple. . mam - is - ordained

'strength.f’ B : L
o ~—Kwame Nkrumah ..~
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[OUR_APOLOGIES!

We regret to announce
| that - due to some“"uﬂfors’e;en, a
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