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] EDITORIAL N

- PROBLEMS OF PHILOSOPHY:

. Criticism and

R IN the i[conh%:vefsy in the Ghana Press initiated
- by Professor Abraham's article two points have’
. been raised—the role of the press and the charge

% . of its "unsober adulati

on" of Kwame Nkrumah, .
" There is some danger that thsse real ‘issucs.
~ may be obscured.in side issues. ' L

The first side issue consists in attributing mo-

"~ tives to participahts.
" our view, from a fai

in the discussion. This arises, in
lure to understand the aim.of

criticismg, and self-criticism.

S ' One paper has
© .. " Professor Abraham, |
_critic of motives of ambit
gance of the young ¥
such motlves may mar

oo In our view neit

-the subjective motiv
the on

“us from askin
question to

owar
k human conduct, It-is equally
‘easy to reply that the criticised are motivated by
sense of prestige, by hurt vaenity, er by the con-

~ tempt of the old towards the young. For these oo
~ are common traits of human-conduct. -~ -
u : her of these attituwes gets us
, anywhere. Indeed, because they .concentrate on.
es of a crificism, they distract’
ly question that matters—the
which there is an objective -answer,

imputed cortain motfvés to
t.is.always easy to accuse the
bition; jealousy, or the arro-

ds the old—easy because

PR namely; Is the criticism true, or even partly true ?
' - Feor If it is false, and can be shown so, then the

!

malevolent crific wi
criticism stick. But if i
~then the correction o

Il not succeed in making his
t is true, or even rarl'ly true,
f the mistake critlc

ised and.

the analysis of its causes will reduce the likelihood |

-~ of its repetition. There is nothing here but gain.
""" The fundamental point about criticism and self-
. cnitlcism is not whether ‘the critic feels beiler for

R
Ll
.

“of erit

icism feels worse for having

- © “having got it off his chest’ or whethsr {::e subject

his v=r'ty hurf,

ore=in the case of self-criticism—whether he feels
~ good because he has said : 'l was wrong', What
Tnaters is not whether anyone FEELS better, but

4+ whather ha IS better, that

s, whether hy _has learn-

" ed and as a result works more fruitfuly.

B
|

Criticism and se

oo T movemend,

self-criticism perhaps

X two points raised b

b . e

.7 pesitive as well as the -negative “aspects, the
|7 strengths as well as the weaknesses. of '
‘demonstrating where he

2o : | critici
oo - ries: they are the.very m

- of the press in Ghana

many as possible are gi

- what our policies are.

-sources our people w

o ~ version of our programme.:
;< . - This week our d

R ... The aim_of criticism is to help. curselves to-
AL wards_better work. If a journalist who is hard-work=-
ST .,in'x_ and devoted has yet made a serious mistake, a-

: ALANCED criticism attempts to ~evaluate - the

L - . is wrong this’ cvaluatien
o trles to preserve and strengthen his good qualities, -
Ny - forthese are the only

-5 the weaknesses. If a wor

basis from which to overcome
: . ker is able but vain, one
' . attempis to show that with modesty instead of
B0 - vanlty, the -abilﬂ'r would shine even more brightly.
L ' f- sm are ..orefore not luiu-
eat and drink of.any vital-

R If we accept this discourse on eriticlsm_and
L we can soberly examine the’
AT _ Professor, Abraham. = "
SN NRVRLS .ast week, in takirg our stand, we sa‘d he rele-

: ' should be to ensurd-that as
ven.an oppertunity o know
Left#o--depend ~on. ether.:
il pick up only a garbled

iscussion. cenifres around the

-

socialism, . .

it is merely a rtevision of
Marxism. The charge of re-
visionism comes in only
when adherents of a philo-
sophy ‘are arguing about
what the philosopher really
meant when' he wrote. This
certainly is not the case
with Consciencism. Nowhere
in the 120 page work do

to unravel what Marx or
Lenin really meant. _when.
they wrote on a pg.r'tlcular

tepic. | -
" CONTRADICTIONS. IN
* "AFRICAN SOCIETY

_Rather, the: greater part
of ‘Consciencism deals with

l'ab‘c\ut which Marx and. his
European disciples had said
pretty. little. It tries to show
how out of the many-sided
contradictions that make up
present day African society,
a negr socialist society could
be: built by applying the
basic principles of Marxism.
Seen in this light, Conscien-
cism' is an enrichment of

of Kwame Nkrumah. |

_sciencism" by Mr. Colin Legum,

movement organised on a continental basis™ an
this by "The Spark" which "has silently dropped
stically embraced Osagyefo's revisionism''. _
~ On "Consciencism'' as a philosophy thé crux
of Mr. Legum's view is that it is a revision of Marx-

It is a.complete misre- | Marxism. .

presentation - of Conscien-
cism-for one to argue that

we come across any attempt.

the circumstances of Africa

ism, different from both the Mcscow and Pekirg
renderings of Marxism. Says Mr. Legum, "in Con-
sciencism, Nkrumah revises Marxism to cive it &
partigular reference to Africa's neads and tradi-
‘tions »-. ..Fis new philasophy offends against meiy
J,canon's of European and Chinese Communism™. -

".To illustrate his point Mr. Legum cites two
‘points where he holds this "revisionism' has taken
place, namely the class struggle and the road-fo

It is correct, as:Mr. Le-

gum points out, that Con-
scienicism does not place

‘ great store by the orthodox |

concept of the class struggle
as a straight fight between

_capital and labour. It does
' not follow from this, how-
ever, that Consciencism de-

nies the existence of classes
in Africa today; nor does it
follow that = Consciencism

denies the truth that the.
determining factor in-social .
change is the conflict be-

tween’ social-economic forc-
eS-<:,_l , -..bi:'

" Consciencism holds that
the contradictions in present

day African. society .are’

many -and. complex. The

capital-labour contradiction

is only one of these contra-
dictions.. Others are the

‘contradictions of slavery, of

feudalism,  of = nationalities,
of religions, etc. And Con-
sciencism bolds - that. the

progressive aspects of these .

numerous - contradictions
jointly -constitute the force
that will propel Africa to-
wards 'socialism.

Tt is because of this fact

b "o .that Consciencism prefers
his work, In W lan i

P . : —— European  countries.
_ second issue==the charge of "unsober adulation™

It is the view of ‘a section of the f.‘ré'ss{ that

"History shows that In the early days of builc’:3
- & new nation all virtues and the highest ideas are

“mobilised behind a single pérson who is the con-
crete expression of the aspirations of the peo lo".
We profoundly believe that this is true of Ghana
but it is vital to state why. Kwame. Nkrumah. is
‘General .Secrotary “of -a Party, which he empha-,

sises, - "'represents the ordinary. common folk who
~ wanted ‘secial justics and a -higher standard. of

living™:J#:is because he regards the essential forger

k!

of the political revolution:as a strong well-organised
broadly:based political party=knit together by a-
‘programme-that is-accepted by its members who
alsq ,su‘bm-if ’rhems'e_lve}s to the p--"'s discipline; it
© TURN TO BACK PAGE -

THE London weekly, ""The Observer'’ or May carried a-review of "Con-.
| the paper's authority on African and
Commonwealth Affairs. Mr. Legum's rcview bristles with irrelevant :excur-
sions into_speculations about the 'Lenin of Africa’, about "a 'mass. pofitical
' d the part to be played in
its own policies an enthusia-

to designate these forces as

“positive action” instead of

er term, the “*proletariat”.
This view does not deny
the existence of the prole-

the capital-labour contra-

proletariat is but one of the
many forces -working- for
social change in Africa.

detachment- of the revolu-

action”,

1 :

Now Consciencism i
essentially” Marxist . in- its
definition of *‘positive . act-
jon”. In any given sogiety,
positive action. ‘are ‘those
social forces that. pull in

more - just - social ~ order.
Furthermore these forces
are largely - (though . not
wholly) economic and are
discovered by making a

| “statistical  analysis” - of

“such facts as production,
distribution, incomes, etc”
" The view-point of Cons-
ciencism here is most help-

 Firstly, it provides.a theore-

historical, fact that many
countries have followed the
socialist path of develop-
ment even when capitalism,
in these countries, had not
reached ‘its zenith of deve-
lopment.
North Korea, North- Viet-
‘nam, China, the Soviet
Union itself and .the .East
s, The
examples of Ghana, Mali,
Algeria, Cuba also’ spring
to mind, = .~ -

of -Consciencism -on -this
point helps Marxists, in the

the world to grasp the truth

proletariat class-'(a direct
result. of -colonialism.™ and

mendous: power in these
countries. .This ~realisation
will - help -Marxists' to see
that an obsession ‘with the

newly emergent: countries,

lwill tend to divide the revo-

using the older and narrow-,

“tariat. (the labour aspect of .

diction); It ‘holds. that -the

Hence the proletariat is a

the direction of a new and-

ful in two distinct ways..

Examples- are

~ Secondly, the profundity

less developed countries of -

that the smallness of the

neo-colonialism) does - not'
mean the ‘mon-existence -of
revolutionary forces of tre-*

proletairat alone, in the’

lutionary forces and could-

T

.| tionary army in Africa. It |
.is a compqnent of “positive

tical - explanation. for the |-

U RRIDAY,MAY 2 ok

v

T~

o~

lead to the isol:atvibn“o':f the

orthodox Marxists them-
selveél. S S

. M. Legum’s second point
in sub

Conisciencism is “a revision
of Marxism” is that Kwame
Nkrumah “rejects the view
that revolution is a neces-’

sary condition for the final’

achievement of a socialist

society”. This standpoint is
“completely alien to Cons-

ciencism. _ -
Consciencism ‘argues that
traditional African society

was based .on the principle |-
of group responsibility for.

the individual, It holds that
this is also .the basic idea
underlying a socialist so-
ciety. Hence, it -concludes;

the transition from commu-
nalism {to -socialism is by
way of reform *‘because the-

underlying . principles are
the same”. .« -

| But, Consciencism asserts, -
present day African society -
is NQT. traditional African

commupnalism. Tt is “a new

society enlarged by Islamic-
‘4nd_Euro-Christian inflyen--.
‘ces”. These influences have,
brought economic. - classes
‘into Africa and have given

‘us slavery, feudalism, colo-

njalism and neo-colonialism-.
all of which are a negation.
of sogialism’ because- these -

societies are “based .on .the
“alienation. of the fruit of

labour from those who with -

the toil of their body and
the sweat of their brow pro-
duced this fruit” (p.76).

TOWARDS ' SQCIALISM
"IN, AFRICA -

- Theref,érev the 'tr_anfdi'ma-'

tion from present day, Afri-

3 to socialism constitutes
-a negation -of the basic idea
on which present day Afri--

can society. is built. The

“change . cannot' be by way
of reform but through revo- .

lution because, according to
Consciencism, “reform is a
tactic. of self-preservation”

{p:74). Hence the clear cut

conclusion: =~ - Tt
“Revoluzion is thus an in-

_dispensable avenue to so-

cialism, where the antece-

_dent social-political struc-
‘ture Is animated by prin-
" ciples which are a negation

‘of those of socialism, as in

a capitalist structure. (and-
-therefore also in colonialist °

s(zucture, for a ~colonialist
strircture is essentially ancil-
lary to capitalism)” p. 74.

“Mr. Colin Legum must
have come fo his untenable .

corclusion after reading-at

p.74 that “from:the. ances--

tral line of communalism-
the passage to socialism lies
in. reform, because: 'the’
underlying principles. are

port of the view that

A-».;--‘.-.

.

the same”. But he goes off

U I S

the rail when he seems to’ -

argue that present day Afris

‘can society is still commu="
nalism. Consciencism holds- -
- unequivocally  that present - -

day African society is' no

longer .2 communalist sQ=
_ciety, thanks to .“Islamic- -

and Euro-Christian influen-

ces”. And it asserts, equal~ . .. :
.ly unequivocally,- that “the -

passage from a “non-coms

munalistic society to social- -
ism is a;revolutionary one

. >’ p.74. -

“THE SPARK"—A
CONSCIENCIST

ARBINGER: -

From thg _above, it i8 ¢
- pretty ‘obvious that- The .

Spark, far from abandon-~
ing its stand “in - the past

year, as Mr. Legum ‘asserts,
was in fact paving the way '

for Consciencism. The :crux -

of the ideological debate in -. .
‘which we have engaged in =

the past year or so is that
there can be no “African
socialism”., In the course of

this debate we even quoted -

from 'the unpublished ma-

nuscripts of Consciencism -
(see our issue of September -
13, 1963). We held and stilt.
hold the view that there .

can be.'only one socialisma

namely scientific - socialism. ; -

‘But. we also thd'_thati

being scientific consists not’ '

in a carbon-copy reproduc-:

tion of socialism in  any

particular country but rather - -

in the correct application of

the. principles to- different . '

“social. milieu”. - . - .
The African “social mi-~.

lieu” is quite different-from. .

that which gave the world
the writings of Marx, Engels
and .Lenin, Consciencism,

accepts- the basic principles .
‘of scientific socialism' but- -

applies them to-a néw social
.miliew. . The result is -3

charige ‘in emphasis here. -
and there, particularly in the -
approach to socialism; but

the fundamental principles

are preserved. - _ .
This is. why we hold the -
view that - Consciencism:

constitutes an enrichment of "
Marxism and a noteworthy. -
contribution ~ to - scientific . .
‘socialism. ‘

“If this is so, then The

‘Spark “has ‘merely ‘been -
-the harbinger preparjng the "
way for. the arrival of Con- = -
sciencism. Herein lies the -~
explanation .for the -fact -

which- apparently baffles |
Mr. Colin Legum, namely
that : The Spark has “en-.

Consciencism.” *

by Julius Sago

1
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‘thusiastically embraced™ -
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- movement and

- states L i 2
“African states obtained their:

FTRIE SPARK. _

ors

THE slow progress of fhe Afrlcan llberahon si'ruggle since the Heads \of

State conference in Addis Ababa calls for an urgent re-appraisal of the '
“work of the African Liberation Committee, popularly referred to as the

.Committee’ of Nine. Misconceptions and unrealism ‘are plaguing " this Com-

*mittee appointed last May

- Unity (O.A.U.).

- An lmpor’ramL reason why fhe African Revo-
Iuhon has been surging unrelentléssly forward is the
unlimited bonds of solidarity and brotherhood |
which bind the African peoples together. Ideally,
~these characteristics~find ‘expression in the belief |
that any semblance of colonialism on the continent |
_detracts from the sovereignty of ‘the independent
‘African States. Practically, moral and- material as-
“sistance’ and support rendered dependent states
by . mclependemL Afrlcan S’ral‘es demons’rra’re +hese_

'lral’rs
So far as colonial rule ex-

tenided over all Africa, the -
“practical expression of these .

intrinsic African characte-
ristics was rendered impos-
sible. ‘The numerous resolu-
‘tions. of . African national-
“ists remained the dreams
- they really were. But-the

“attainmeént of national sta-
.tus. by

some progressive
iAfrican ' States .in the Ilate
fifties reversed thls handl-

ca*)

’.lhese states, armed with
a _clear, concise knowledge
of the arts - and crafts of

. colonrahsm and the strategy

“to overcome ‘them knew

-, how much colonial peoples
~ needed the support and as-

sistance of their brothers in-

- their, uphill fight against im-

pe; '1l1sm and. coloniali$m:
Thus the first conference

- of Independent African

States, which met in .Accra
in April,- 1958, called for
the .immediate - termination
of colonial rule in Africa.
Ar the same time, it pledg-
ed its support and solidarity
" {0 ~ deperident peoples in
their- fight for liberatjon.

Since then the momen-’

- tous First All:African Peo-
- ple’s Conference has sat in
/Accra. "So have several
bther  important conferen-
ces and activities been held
"on ‘the African' continent—
.all of them geared to-
- wards the total eradication
jof colonial oppression. To
- the ‘extent that the history
so far recorded by the Afri-

- ‘can Revolution spells out in

* _bold letters the role of bro-
“therly support and assist-

~ ance as an invaluable fac-

tor in the success of the

- ', ‘African liberation struggle. .

“Let us look at the

" chénges .that have occurred

on the African . liberation
_front and-the rate at which

" these changes have taken |

place

- FoREIG.'N

- DOMINATION .
" Before 1950 - practically
the whole of Afrls\ was un-

" der ¢ foreign .
Even the four stafes which

-boasted any ‘semblance of

self rule were rlgtdly con-
*trolled by fcreign interests.

ngypt was under the sway

of British and French. capi-

-tal. South Africa, much as
- it i1s today, wallowed under-
~a despotic ‘white clique of

domiciled * foreign capital- -

ists. Ethiopia was controlled

. by Britain and Liberia by
p U S. busmess

In “1955 Sudan became
fre.. Ghana gate-crashed

~.the African scene in 1957.
" That_single event

ave a
-new life to- the
e slow
march to self-rule in Africa
gathered a new,. brisk tem-
po. And at double fast pace,
~‘one state after another has

i- passed’ through the flood-
.. gates- of African - freedom

opened wide by Ghana.:
Guinea followed thé trail

"-.jn 1958, swelling the total

' mdependent

numbeér .~ of
 Thirteen

to . mine.

| tkeir geographical and -de-

dommatlon .

ratron ‘

mdependence (at least no-
minal - mdependence) in
1960 aloné. By the time of
Addis. Ababa in 1963, their -
.ranks had .risen to thrrty-
two.

The full' scope of these
changes are laid bare when

‘mographic: dimensions are
‘considered. For our pur-
*pose, we shall look only at
the area-lying between the
S-hara and South Africa

'where the most profound"

changes occurred. This is'

an idea of the rate of change
as well.- : ‘

In 1954, -only ‘18 mﬂhon
poople spread over 450,000
square ‘miles of land in'this

_area ‘were. not under colo-
“| nial rule. By the end of

1959, these figures had risen
to -37 ‘million” and .1,500,000
square . miles - respectively.

‘The appropriate ﬁgures in
1961, howsver, were ‘90
million .and 4,500,000 sq.

miles " respectively. In 1960
~alone, 53 million, or almost
three times more people -
than in 1954 became free

FACTORS FOR
INDEPENDENCE

Many nnportant factors
:accounted for this great up-
'surge to independence. One)
of these was the increased
‘effectiveness and conscjous-
ness of mass political partres
in the various countries. All

-mon, radical policy, i.e., the,
overthrow of 1mper1a11st :
rule—and all of them re-
“flected. direct, piquant pro- -
grammes. Another was the

perialist armoury itself—a
change which sought to per-
petuate . colonial ruleé by
creating- neo-colonial chent
states in-Africa.

- Of all these factors, how- ‘
ever, the most. important
and direct one madé by
other Afri.an states: was the
unsparring gestures of sup--
port and solidarity extended
to ‘dependent states by thé:

ment by the force of exam- !
ple. = .-
The entire bulk of assist-
‘ance almost came from the-
former radical : African
‘group of ‘Casablanca States,

namely, Ghana, . Guinea;

later {Algena A second
- bloc, the Monrovia Group,

was also in_existence. Some
of its members, like Tanga-
nyika, rendzred aid .to some
liberation -mwovements. But
to a large extent, members
“of the - Monroyia Group,
riddled as they were. with.
neo-colonialist ' pull-backs,

“did little mo.e than pay lip-:
service ;to the general idea’
of rendermg support.

But Addis Ababa came
And for the first time after
the First African Indepen- .

_dent States - Conference in
‘Accra, all African indepen-, .
dent States reached unani-.
mous accord over -all issués:

ecessary in order. to obtain

-~

these parties wielded a com-,

charige of tactics in the im- -

already independent ones— ¢
moral and material' asslst-_;i .
ance as well as encourage- -

Mali;} Egypt, Morocco, and*|

which were . discussed. Pro-

by the Heads of State Conference. These ills
threaten to set at nought 'l'he nob|e |dea|s of the Orgamsa'hon of A'Frlcan L

gres"ive .
ed the conference.
In its Charter, the O. A U.
“convinced - that it is the

. inalienable " right of all
- people to control their

own destiny”’, and “Con-
scious of the fact- that
freedom, equality justice

and dignity are essential .
objectives for the achieve- .

ment of the legitimate
aspirations of the African
peoples”, pledged in Artz-

- e 1l (d) _
“To eradicate all forms of-

colonialism from Africa’”.
To- make this possible,. the
Heads' of State Conference
set up the African Libera-

“'tion Commrttee of Nine

States. The Committee was

. charged -with the followmg

duties:

To harmomse all aid for

RN

liberation movements. in
«Africa- and to - operate a-

sspectal fund set up for as-

51stance to hberauon move-

.'ments

This move recelved loud~
'acclarm of all Afnca At
léast three reasons were ac-
“countable: One h1therto all

assistance - dependent

countries came from- only a’

-few - progressive . countries.
By coming together larger
funds would be available

solicited ‘from all Afncan
states..

Two, ass1stance to depen-'

dent - countries had been

‘hitherto available from dif-
ferent sources (blocs’as well"

as individual countries).

This® would now be centra-.

lised. Three, with .centrali-
zation, ! there could be. fair
distribution of assistance to

.1d oplmon hall- ~>

- mistakes.

. Corporahon of South. Afn-

RS

‘Ekow Eshun

In doing so due account
could be taken of -the re-
priorities, etc. .

quirements,
of individual. countries. Du-

plication of aid could also

be prevented

" However, the way the
Dar-es-Salaam based Com-

mittee of Nine has so far.
its mandate .
leaves much room. to be
desired. The - Committee’s. |

implemented

approach is frought. with
es. These mistakes
stem from an acute lack of

‘understanding of the . psy-

chological make-up as well
as-the actualities of impe-

_rialism. And affected, as it
~were, with this gnawing in-
‘ability, the - Commitiee is

bound to be shortsrghted

-and therefore mcapable of

adopting any - appropriate-
strategy, for its difficult and
-unenviable' task. And whit
-goes. for its strategy is. en=:
_tirely founded on | miscdn-’
ceptlons and delusrons.

‘*NEGOTIATING -FOR ”
. SOVEREIGNTY ?

‘We may dlscuss at Jeast .

three of these mlsconcep-~

tions. A
Frrstly, the Commrttee of

since assistance could be |-Nine thinks it. possible to-

negotiate for national sove-

reignty. ‘It says .that where,.
the colonial power - accepts -

the prmclple of - indepen-

|- dénce ‘for ‘its colonies, inde- -

perident -African states

which ~ have . spec1al rela-
thl’!Shlp ‘with " the” colonial -
power concerried should use -
their good -offices -to-hasten
the achie: o ment of 1ndepen- :

all hberatlon movements { dence.

litical . “suppression

"the: ‘Rhodesian-

'At least four defects"

‘readily:stand out in this ap-

proach. In the first place,
real genuine independence
means the cessation of eco-.
nomic, explortatlon and po-
of a
colonial people by the colo-

‘nial power. Hence genuine

independence " is ‘invariably -
the result of a leap, a.revo-
lution. Independence. is not
given to, but taken by a

“colonial people. This is a

crucial lesson of the nation-

“al liberation movement. To
| ignore this lesson is to in-

dulge in arrant unreahsm

In the second place, the
spoliation’ of colonies by
colonial powers is essential
for. the -upkeep’ of the - lat-
ter’s economy. Handmg

I

A

W
away the1r colonles is 1pso,
facto ithe destructlon » of
their economies.” .

For example, wrthout her
colonies; . Portugal - will al-

| ways show an unfavourable
" balance of payments in her

foreign trade. '(We may
here ‘note that the Anglo--

.| Portuguese Diamond Com-:

pany possesses ‘concessions
making up over 90 percent
of the entire terrltory of
Angola. ~This :: monopoly
derived from" Angola -over

-$4,667,530 . - net -- profit . in

1958 alone. at a-.time its

Invested - Cap1ta1 stood -at..

$10293000 -A “similar pic-

“ture is derived from" other

countnes in .Central: and
South 'Africa-where there-is
a; good sprinkling 'of- huge -
Westein - corporatlons like -
“Selection
Trust “and Harty- Oppen-

ca).
In the thrrd place 1mpe-
rialism has no friends. Nor
- does” imperialism know any"
‘law where its privileges are -

. threatened. We must not

- forget the extreme extent of
;French brutalities "in the .
Bizerta .episode at a.time
] President Bourguiba was -
considered General de
Gaulle’s * best - - friend" ‘in.
Africa. !

In the fourth place as-
suming even that a colonial
power agrees to-hand over
mdependence it only does
so on its own conditions.

tee the maintenance of its-
pr1vi1eges In other .waerds, -
even where negotiation is
possible-and successful, the
| African country concerned
can; hepe for no more than
nominal- mdependence It
will become a client . state.

Independence by nego-
‘tiation - is  an -unrealistic -
"approach Imperialism -
grants - a’ colonial people
‘their  independence only"

when it has its back to the
- wall; only where no alterna-
tive is open to it. Indepen-
‘dence is of the people. The"
. people have to take it. -

' . ARMED STRUGGLE

' The second fundamental
misconception, closely allied

. " to" the first, is the. half- ’

hearted provision “by the

._ ‘Committee for armed strug-
~ gle. The Committee’s opi-

nion of armed’ struggle is-
- described 'in its first oﬁic1a1

" Report as follows.:

1. Subversive action: crea-
ting an atmosphere of in--
securlty for the forergners,

2. with-an economic in- .

: mdence—sabotage is to be

translated into - political .,
action.Thi$ Hitans 0" help
with possible contacts; ne-
gotiations being held; pos-.
sible negotiation. "« -

This attitude means, for -

: 'example, that what hap-

pened in Algeria or what is
currently -going on in An-
gola‘is ruled out. It is not:
easily clear why, since arms.
are to bé'. used and- are

- available, the struggle can--

not be an open conflict.

~ This approach only speaks |.
- of deep-rooted fear of the
" -might ~ of the opposition |

-even before the m1htary
‘engagement. .

‘Having stated the formu-
lations the freedom fighters
would adopt.in actual come
‘bat, the Committee of Nine

- proceeded to give the de-
" tails of the size and equip-
" ment of each formation. To
-“reveal such " strategic infor~

mation. is to be most indis-"

- . ‘creet. - The. consequence is
'~ that the enemy knows well

" beforehand the strength and

B weakness of the freedom-

fighters. The colonialists -

.- 'must ' be well ahead and

better off !

;- This situation ‘must be
correlated  with develop-.

ments recently undertaken
By colomsmg powers. In.
"March ‘this “year South

diture, a hopping 25 per
" cent -increase ‘on the pre-
vious year’s. Verwoerd con-
tinues to reiterate his readi- -
ness to fight to preserve.
white domination. "

" Southérn Rhodesia is"in-
creasingly’ spending
on defence (the £9.million
defence budget for the Cen-.

year largely 'went to South- -
ern 'Rhodesia). And™ so-is
vPortugal from where Sala-

loads of, .soldiers - to ‘his
_African colonies to bolster
‘up -his unreasonable claim
that - “Angola is a Portu-
' guese création and * cannot
‘exist without’ Portugal”

heuner S

_Anglo-American '}

Its conditions are neces-- :
sarily -those which guaran: |

- tion™:movemen

interference ‘inthe

‘Portuguese a.nd
' terests exlsts snde

°neo-colomahst pnw{
which the_n

‘ attacks the mﬂ;tary
-;tlons and abi]

tral African. Federation last |

zar: continues to ship boat- -

mighty, perhaps HSUTR)
“table strength of:thié:op
 sition: o

ception of: the

lies in :its decrsiog
portion specific.res

| ties to lnember ‘steites of '

b 13w 113

Committee in":co=ppe ~
with such: indepénident’ m

.can states  as’.. are:

| contiguous bonmdariés l: S

rmtytoaeu'eastu..~ berate
from colonia]rst' ‘doming .

tlon ».

prowde i
non-expensrvc :e’pur' P

o allow’ the estabf.:__.
of food . stores,
stores ﬁrst-ald

tres for re-orlentauon,

‘help manage” housmg‘»‘ and -

¥

transit: camps, Tepair:
and parking ; vehicles.

~Not less than -three
phcatlons can arxse

the . strateglc msx’uon t'-fh"

which ‘the " nelghbom‘m

country’ finds - itself :$0..Ctm

trol activities of :theriib
This

is-possible. in - twe 3
In the first place/: witife.

the peighbouring: cousits ol
-a neo-colonjalist: ﬂﬁm _

1is the possrbxhty

B L

ing sway-on' the Cliesit
through the" ‘0

“Africa voted a record £105 | libe
million - for defence" expen- |-

t1es nugatory
The second"

nature of m.r.h
ment - whwh g.ry

-bouring Portugtese: 75
-nean fréedom’ fight

-Should - ‘the *: rieighthot
state retahate" Ang

From' all' this we get a

1
i
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'JUSI'-:a year ago, at
| - ¥ éxactly -1.26 a.m. on
R T Sinday the 26th of Maz
RUT SR S 11963, : thirty-one - Hea

s . efF i-h'e Independent Afri-
" can,. States - who had

. been: meeting.in Addis
; ABaba announced that
had “fi naliy agreed
“on/the terms of a treaty
‘ vhgeh' ‘would bind them
LB + -ifv-@n:organisation to be
P ‘kitgwn as. the. Organisa-

SR of African Unity.
the  time this achieve-
was received with tre-
: enthusiasm - in
‘ many-_, :African circles. In its

-editorial marking the occa-.
. sions The Spark called it:
X -_“Th ew voice of Africa’

A . . ‘which:echoes the best tradi-

AT Hon<of the *African Revolu-

e P 1;‘ since the historic 1958
S ‘ “Conference of Inde-
R R S jpen_ ent.~ African - States,”

N The:: Spark’s enthusiasm
RS _ .. etiphated from-four. sections
"of ‘the- Charter: .
ey Arztzele 3. paragraph

~6the 31 Heads of State
clared ' their—* absolute
edication” to  the total

R ARERER .~ . “¢an fterritories: which are
B R I “still dependent.” :
- C S = #In:the Preamble they de-
- iclared’ their—

RETRE . af‘determination ' to- fight
T R o against . neo-colonzalzsm
N L © . Yincall its forms.”’ '
<L In-Article 2 paragraph

IS . (d)fthey declared thezr
- ldetermination— -
i1, eradzcaz‘e all forms of
from Afri-

Che . Agam in the Preamble, -
A e . ‘.lhe 31: African Leaders ex-
! ressed their respons1b1-_
A A “‘to -harness the natural
e and’ human resources - of

our: contznent for the total
advancement of our peo-.

_an endeavour
" 50n: the” major - issue of
“SeAfrican Unity”,, the ‘only -
-xeference:; appeared in the
eamble in this-form—
. that all African Stat-.
: sshould henceforth unite
x50y -that- the ~welfare and
well-being: ‘of their peo-
le- can be assured.”
+Without any clarification.
_-8§7to -the future existence
" ofy: the 'different. political ..
- gfoups; . they expressed their”
«degire 1o set up the Organi-
+.aation -of - African . Unity
K @A'U) which- would—,
. =i promote” the  unity
and solzdamy ‘of the Afri-
can States.”
To these ends they agreed
the list. of activitiés they
. ‘wanted to harmonise name-

.

I .: -y m‘the field ‘of policy, di-

R
1

plo miacy, economy, educa-
tl?n, “culture, health, sanita-
‘tion and © nutrition, science -

and . technique as  well

‘0. life,
“completely. silent.

o - life’;and directed.
. Firstly, it must Be ob-

erancipation -of the Afri-

s-in all spheres of hu-.

_ as
¥ deﬁence -and- s¢curity. As to

- “How -this . type of African .
* ‘Unity: was -to. be brought -
the Charter was.

St . . “i°Leet Us now examine how *
L - " the.Oraamsatlon of African
" Unity was to be brought.to

lthe Co,u,ncil:of Ii?or‘etgn Mi-

nistess) as'well as the Spe-
cialized Commissions, the
Commission of -Mediation,

tion, and the Secretariat. .
- The  competence of the
Assembly of the Heads :of

to the competence. of an
organ whose purpose js pri-
| marily’ deliberative. This ‘is
the first significant aspect
of the Assembly of Heads
.of State. -

The Councrl of- Forelgn

fz}r less. Most of the results
o
‘made subject to the appro-
.val of the Assembly.

In order to see the Char-
ter in its right perspective,

organs ‘one by one. -

Firstly, the Assembly of
Heads. of State.

The functions of the
-Assembly were clearly laid
‘down"in the Charter.- Signi-
ﬁcantly, however, the power

neither specified. nor dif-
ferentiated! In other words,
they can only be found from
.the description of the. func-
.|.tions of . the Assembly.
According to Article
VIII, the Assembly of

organ of the 'Organisation.

1 follows:

" common concern to
" Africa with a view to
_co-ordinating and

harmonising the ge-

neral policy- of the

Organisation (Article

VIID;
(2) To review. the struc-
ture, functions -and

.~ Charter
VIID;
(3) The power to appgoint

the - Administrative
'Secretary-General of
the Organisation ‘and
-his Assistants (Artlcle
-XVI and XVIE); -
(4) To approve the regu-
~ lations governing the
functions and condi-
tions of service of the

 assistants

: _ and the
- Staff; L

| Th?e I;Iost,v
His.

Imperial

| Ma]esty
_HdtI-e |

Selassie I

Conciliation and = Atbitra--

State was to be, equivalent.

Ministers was granted -even

its deliberations = were"

let' us examine the various .-

‘to ' make 'recommendations
and to take decisions was -

Heads of State and. Go-
.vernment is -the supreme °

And_ its functlons are as

(1) To discuss matters of "

. acts of all the organs .
..; and;.any. ;spggalrsed;

" ance with the-present |-
(Article

Secretary-General, his

" served that the Charter was
‘Wto..come . to: force .when it
‘had "been. ratified by two-
t ds «of the signatory Stat-

' - - of
SR Unhke certam " interna- - R
‘-fional - organisations, - the - - :
“ AU, did- pot set up an’
: NIRRT e eﬁéotrw centre of authority, Ethl OPI a
LSt yadted with the responsibi- -
o . " Jity/ for= the functioning of. . _
et sthe ofganisation. as a whole. P
SRR R " dt'merely set up two princi- - o L
‘ © . ipal ‘organs (the Assembly - L T
0 the Heads of State and - . -

(5) To approve the Pro-

- tacol -on ‘Commission
of Mediation, Conci-
liation and Arbitra-
tion (Artlcle XiX);

{6) To establish the spe-

cialised Commissions; -
(7) To - decide questlons,

- which.may arise con-
cerning the interpre-.

tation of the Charter

(Article XXVII);

(8) To decide on the ad- .

"herence or accession
to the Charter (Artici-
XXVIII), :

(9) To. approve admend-
ments ;to the Charter
in conformity with the
procedure prescribed
by Artlcle (XXXIID).

Milton" 0b_o_te — Uganda'

The mam purpose of an
organ’ like the Assembly. is
essentially asia forum for

discussion. ‘Through the dis-

cussion however a conclu-.

sion “must ' be reached. On

the ‘strength of Article X

_of the Charter, such a -con-

clusion must be registered .
in the form of" a resolutron

“All resolutzons shall be

determzned« ~by~ a two-

thirds rnajortty ‘of -“the”

Membhers of the- Organz-

sation.EArticle . X).

Although Article X then
proceeds -to elaborate on
the voting procedure, it
does not say categorlcally
what a resolution is, in the
context of ‘this . O.AU,
Charter '

- From all thls, it' can be
deduced that in the context
of the O.A.U. Charter, re-
solutions would be recom-
‘miendations to the- Members
‘of the Orgamsatrons, as in
the case of resolutions adop-

ted -by- the. General Assem-

L

bly of the “United- Natlons
Although such a resolu-

tion may.be adopted by the -

specified - two-thirds -majo-

‘|.rity, it does mnet’ impose

upon “Members any “legal
‘obligation. Thus any Mem-
ber that drssents is free to
continge to ‘ dissent. How-
ever, although the Tesolu-
tions which have the cha-
racter of a recommendation_
are not legally binding, they
do " ‘provide an important
mstrument for bringing the .

vseight of public opinion of -
the ‘Continent of Africa and
indced of the world to bear
upon the members of the
the

OAU. In- partrcular
right to discussion and re-.
commendation. = comprising
“matters  of. common. coi-
cern to Africa” gives the
Assembly - a " blank . cheque

. to tackle .matters: of far-

reaching . consequences- in
the pohtlcal military and

- economic spheres of Africa.

There are three provi-
sions on the powers of, the
Assembly, mterpretatron“ of
which deserves special atten-
tion. These are: .

[
.

which may. arise con--
cerning the mterpre-
tation of the: Chaftér

(by two- tlm'ds ma]o- R

Sto -a’

rity). .
Decisions on the ad-

2..
"~ mittance of the mew

. Members (by srmple_

majority).
3.. And the power to ap-
: prove amendments to:
* the Charter (by two-
; thirds majority). -
‘ The resolutions adopted
on these matters.are clearly

cast dissenting votes. While

forward - and can’ ardly’
creaté a real problem; both.
the interpretation “of the

make amendments may well
become provisions of far-
reachrng nnportance

pretation the Charter. clear-
ly-Teaves the dootr open for
a great deal of manouvres

1 the strengthening or the
weakening of the O.A.U.

development of the Charter
of the O.A.U. .

For those African States
who  are committed : to a-
more integrated type -of

the - interpretation = and
-amendment clauses be used -
i practice? First of all, it

through  the provision on .
Amendments prevents .an
immediate remedy to - its
‘weakness by the 1mpos1t10n.
of a-time factor which in-

months . have
.elapsed since
Addis Ababa -
and the course
of events has
already’. ‘over-
“taken us. We

“there has

. full tide of  con-

‘Decisions on questions :

legally binding on all Mem- i
! bers including those who-

the nature of the decision.
on the admission ofxthe new |
“mefber 'is rather 'stiaight> "

"On the question of inter- -

which. could either -lead- to

Even more important is the
provision - on - amendments..
Thrs ‘may have a tremen-

sists _that .one year must

? wLgss than six

must  take care
that it does not
overwhelm  -us’
completely. If
‘been
an ebb' on the

tinental - unity
which . launched
the Addis Ababa .
Charter, we must.
attribute. it to
pressure on the
client states and
e general
stepping up of
imperialist .in-
trigues' ihrough-‘-
out Africa... If
we look closely, ¢
we will see fo
progress, but ra-
ther  slackening
of ihe Fugh re-
solves. -and

practical | measures which we enunc:afed a'l' .Add:s Ababa

elapse before the: amend-
ment is even considered by .
the Assembly. - :

" The crux of the matter
is of course the requlrement
of a two-thirds: ma]orlty
“The’ present Form* of - this

| rule in the Charter seems
Charter and the power to

tailored to the purposes of
those member States of the
O.A.U. who are against a
' coherent . and  integrated
‘type of United Africa. It
is. a fact that the reaction-
ary States “constitute more
than two-thirds of the entire
Organisation of African
Unity.. In these circumstan-
ces the O.A . U. organs could’

ary States. for the purposes

of neo- -colonialism in Afri-
~'ca In .international law,
there is nothing wrong with
‘the_principle of two-thirds
ma]orlty It is in its applica-
_tion ‘however that it can
be used for reactionatry pur-
poses. The best example of

this is illustrated by the .

. Organisation of American
States. It has been the poli-
tical "and economic weight’
of the United States which.

although' possessmg “formal- .

ly only one vote-has easily
commanded two-thirds ma-
jority vote of. its. Latin
American client States on
. any issue before the O.A.S.

It was indeed because of

- the tealization.by the Soviet
, Union how the rule of. the
. two-thirds majority. ‘could :

be used in the UN. by the’

‘forces of imperiakism’ that.
* they insisted ontthe creation |
of the Security*Council, the: |.."

‘five permagents members
which shouldjhave.at the:
disposal the power of ai
veto. This:is what has actd

ually saveditheysocialist:stat~ |

~es In the United - Nations;
~from being manipulated:
~and. bemtovetwhelmed byr
-the Western. majority. -

4 It is an irrefnttable f

' that the: Western: powess)

have many client States in:
Africa. That these States

aremthema]ontymthe'

O.AU. is also a fact.' It

.. -follows thesefore that the
¢ two-thirds ma]orrty rale in |- -
‘the O.A.U. Charter could

_be easily utilized for advan-

cing t.b.e mts -of the_‘

dous influence on the future

| L Immedzately after the Addis Ababa Conference o\t : ,. .'J

African Unity, - how - coulc -

is a fact that the Charter

be used by these reaction- .

of strengthening. the- Iforces | -

African Heads of State'we sdid the charter of African .|} - .-~ ;
. Unity was a newly-won concept. It was not:a niere R
- sentimental yearning for a ‘nondescript. sometking in .
.the misty future. We said on: the contrary’ it was-a
bold and: real programme made of clearly enunczated
principles.” = ° LT ‘
In less- than six montlzs after. the szonuzg of tlze_ T S
charter it became quite obvious .that the course of' R A
“events in Africa had already overtaken it. b1 :
The charter has been in existence for a year'. In_
o the followzng article, a writer gives a legal analysis
of it, basing some. of his concluszons on . its opera-
glor)s durzng the year o , ST |

e

" —Kwame Nkrumah (I4rh November 1963}

be- D ,
ether.,,_ S
Jonationsmade to the S
‘Oremmsatnons (Artlela i

West’ern powers, ‘and against | - ecink:
the . interest of the Afncan ]

people.
II. The Counczl of Ministers |

o~
.

THE  “functions ~of the | * - 7 XXX); _ .
Coungil ~‘of " the “Foreign |~ 77 Power to decide 0B . ¢ i
Ministers are -stipulated ~by the privileges and im- .
Artlcle XIII of the Charter munities to be accord-
as ed to the personnel of ,

1 Responsrblllty of pre- | - the Secictariat in the - .

paring conferences of | - ‘respective terviiomies T ¢ s
the Assembly (Artrcle . of the Member States -~ 77
oXm@). - C(adticle XXX, o
2. Implementation of the _ BT
-decision of the As-’ In performm0 its dutres_g . e
~ sembly of Heads of |thc Council is suoposed i,
. State and Govemment take = “cognisance of ‘any,
© (Article XHI (2 ). matter. referred to.it by the’
- 3. ‘Co-ordination of in- | Assembly” (par. 2.0f Artr-

cle X1 (2))

The Charter gives no ine - . o
drcatron as to how the _ .
Council is to go about its o
duties. Again the only out=
come of the Council’s deli- -

ter-African  co-opera-
tion in accordance
with the -institutions
of the Assembly and
in conformity. . with
-Article H (2) -of the

present. Chaster that .| berations is the résolution, A o
is .in foHowingfields: | legal substance of -which is. S
a. political: sand+diploraa-. not- specrﬁed However, the -~ 7

limited: powers.of the-Coun- -~

t1c co-operatron, B -
) cil suggest' that the resoius - .

tions are : merely - recom-
mendations wrthout any ol 0
legal . obligation “the © N
Members: of the Councrl
Furthermore, they have to . “* - =
be submitted for the appro-
val to-the Assembly due to-.
the provision of :Ariicle XIII
making the Council respon-  ~ :
sible to the -Assembly. - BRI
1IIL. 'The Specialised Com-- B
~ missions ’
‘The:interesting feature of~ S
the Specrahsed Commission . -~ ' .
"+ is that in.Article’ XX they - . !
are -called specialised com-""- '~ . i
. missions. while Asticle. VOI o

" Modibo ' Keita — Mali

economic . co-opera-:

b." of 'the*CHarier. speaks- about
tion, mchdmgntrans- specrahsed agencies. . There - .
‘port . andwammnmiw is, of -course,. a-distinct difs -
tiony ference . between the. two i
- ¢. -educatiomal and cul-- | -institutions:: in interpatiopal - -
. tural- co-operatron, law: Bhisiis‘too wellknown =~ !
a. health.. and for any:further elaboration. ~ - { ~
y Agticle XX ‘gives the - - -
' tritional co-opm—
I power to the Assembly t0.
L tiomg establish “such Specialised
‘e. scientific-and . wehm-e -Gomumissions as it ‘may, -
‘ “cal coso{nrm;s #|‘deemsnecdssary” andit: ent-i R
f. co-operation for\ -de- memtes&efoﬂowmm amesy T pu
" fence. and " security. | 1. 'Economrc and~ Socxal Ty
-(Article XHI5(3) )s ‘. Commission; . '
4. Consent to -the:regu- ‘2. Eduvcational amGCul-
. lations of-the;Special- | - - tural Coxmmmon,
ised Comnm:s'ssiwns - 3. Health, - Samitation: . -
- (Artide XX . - and - Netrifion (""ﬂ- S o
5. Consentﬁtoﬂre%dget 7" mission; 7
(Article XXI]I); : : o oo e
&Gﬂm to - pe= ' -Contmuw il pgge 4.
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| Cn ti c1sm | 'an'd-" U
L | Self-Criticism"

from. the peop

<creativity and struggles of the' African people. Let
- us all join—~and foremost - the Préss of Ghana—
- ‘with those heroes in eliminating every: practice,
overy habit of mind which will retard the self con-
fidence and energy of . the peopl
~ task they have .undertaken. ‘
" We think that the “introduct
issues rests upon a misuriderstanding of Professor
Abraham's 'ivory tower'. No one can doubt that
‘the aims of the enemies of the African Revolution
‘make securil?' measures imperative. If they had
. ted:in a situation where the President
. ,iwas. unable to go among the 'people, could never
‘talk to or listen to them, these enemies would have
" ‘achieved something. But in fact, as any reader of
;the Ghanaian Press can observe, the Presidenthas
'been out and about a great deal. He can visit and
| be visited by all sections of the
1There appears to be no contra

- iadequate.security measures and i
-, . 'between the President and the people.
B ~ We should not worry unduly abou
‘of the foreignjournalists who have turned -their
-years of exprience in 'Kremli
‘yarns about Flagstaff House and the Castle. The
! Ghanaian people will recognise lies|in one sphere as
'in the other. Whatever the President does, these
~ people, a disgrace to their profession; will spread
.- +any lie which they think can retar
" 'forces of the African Revolution. |
- Hence.we believe these are si
. Professor Abraham was drawing attention to was
‘not sone supposed 'isolation’ of Kwame Nkrumah
from the people, b_g/'l' the dangers of 'unsober adu-

y end the whole debate which.
. amounts, on the whole, to a sufficient example in |
“the. use of criticism and self-eriticism.. . :

© !} We may now harmer on the correc
‘the maintenance of which the su
‘vital seven years depends: -
NI No one has stressed more t
" iah himself "the tremendous, herculean tasks be-
{fore us—which call for all our attention, all our

! brains—in our greatest mission yet, the building of

‘a socialist Ghana, and the laying of the foundation
'for the ‘political “and econemic - unification of

- -actually resu

lation'. :

2. Perhaps we ma

- Africa.”" He speaks of "a battle for economic free-
“dom and advanced sacial progress more exacting

- than the struggle for political emancipation.” Nor
" does he try to gloss over or underestimate the
obstacles. He ‘rusts the people's ability o respond,
. _In the earlier struggle for independence he had
.7 likewise told. us the truth about the histerical after-
* math of colonialism. All peeple wish fo be free. "A

~* people long subjected 1o political domination, how-
“iever, does not find it easy to translate that wish
~into ‘action. Under arbitrary: rule, pecple are apt

" ‘4a become lethargic, Their senses are dulled, Fear
“becomes the dominant force in their lives . . .Those

. who had to lead the struggle for frecdom must
- break through this apathy and fear. They must give

" active expression to the universal lornging to. be
‘free. They must strengthen the people’s faith in

~ ‘themselves and encourage them to take part in the

freedom struggle."”

~ Coming to the b

- independence, he.con

. .illow nutrition, a deficient sense
~ 'the fear of being out of work, govern the rate at-
erformed. These factors are the:

which work is p

. -,"dnvirbnmeni‘al effects of historical ‘circumstances.
. iTribal customs and taboos,. followed -by the auto-
~ .cratic paternalism of colonia

. the senseof initiative and respensibility which deve-

" lops in a freer society". (Africa Must Unite, 1963,

- \ g of the new stete rcquires

" 'the whole hearted support’and self identification:
eople and the widest possible response to

~the calrfor voluntary service" (op :it. page 103). .-

© - Our efforts must reflect the aspirations of our
peop'e and mobilise the immense latent talent and
_creative energy of the people. Anything, threfore,

~ which hampers that mobilisation din inishes  the

ipage | 02-3); "The buildin
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- is because he 'tgl?lls us to do as he does himself, learn
_ sople, start with what they know, build
_on ‘what they have; it is because of this that in
Ghana the people, the Party and ihe leader are

united, mutually acting and interacting and deve-

- loping-while moving forward to socialism. . - _.

. A man who conducts himself in this way de-.

~ serves the admiration, love, respect, and authority
- he receives. Let us leave it to the individualism of

- Capitalist society to praise ‘the great man' who
" imposes his aims on the people, and against the

people, and by force of will. Let us leave: the

“icharismatic personality" to those foreign journal-

* ists who interpret all history in ferms of such 'great’

imen. But let us see as the real heroes of Africa,

‘those who have based their lives and work on the

. Cén_tinited - from’ page 3

4. Defence ‘Commissﬁptj;
-5, Scientific, Technical

* mission.
the relationship between the

and the other institutions
of the Organisation, namely
the Assembly and the Coun-
cil were not clarified: As a
matter of-fact it became a
topic of lengthy discussions
with rather different con-
clusions. All the Five Spe-
‘cialised Commissions have
met; the Defencé Commis-
sion in Accra, the Ecanomic
and Social Commission in
Niamey, the Educational
and Cultural - Commission
in Leoplodville, the Health,

e in. the historic

ion of security-

Ghanaian people.
diction between
timate contact
t the antics

inology! towards similar
i or. confuse the

do issues. What

t relation,
ccess in the next

han Kwéme' | Nkru-

and therefore he tells us the truth.

uilding of fhé héWS"I'&E after
tinued, At the present time-
of responsibility,

lism have held in leash

Sanitation .and Nutrition
‘Commission in Algiers.

- PITFALLS. IN CONCI- -

At all the meetings of the
Commission there were long
debates - concerning - the
competence of-the Council
of Ministers over, the work
of the Commission. =~

‘Some of the Ministers re-
fused to.acknowledge that
their - ‘Commissions = were

cil of Ministers. as well as
to the ‘Assembly of Heads
of State. and _Goveinment.
Because of this opposition
the Economic and the -Edu-

cided by a majority vote

that they would be answer-
able only to the Assembly

8 but- that they would submit
reports- to the Council of

Ministers.

IV: The Commission on
Mediation, Conciliation
and Arbitration. - -

Article. XIX of the Char-

. ter.says: . .~ L

Y“Member States pledge to

settle all- disputes among

mission -~ of  Mediation,
" tion, the composition of
. service shall be defined

by a separate Protocol to
“be approved by the As-

|~ sembly of Heads of State

. and Goyernment. Such
Protocol shall be regarded
as forming an integral

" ter.”’ - _
“The impractical natare of

at the first major test of

in the Morocco and Algeria
border dispute. The dispute
revealed that the machinery
evolved at ~Addis Ababa

itself to act as an immediate
extinguisher of hostilities 1n
Africa. It is true- that the

mediation at Bamako in the
spirit of Article XIX of the
Charter. There it was agreed

fire' that the border dispute
will be submitted to the
0.A.U. Foreign  Ministers.

the vital link which- would
have wade that mediation
‘compulsory and - inevitable
irrespective of the wishes of
the combatants. . v

If. The Draft Protocol which

was circulated among the
Member' States by ‘the- Pro-
'visional Secretariat in Fe-
bruary for comments does
not.-strengthen the Charter

the missing link.

mixture of two distinct pro-
cedures for settlement of
disputes . (mediation and
‘conciliation. as opposed to

vague on the selection of
the mediators, conciliators,
r_and arbitrators and. on the

pected to perform their dut-
ies.. There was no_ provision

- THE SPARK

and Research -Com-
- However, ‘the quéStion{of _

Specialised ~ Gommissions

- LIATION COMMISSION .

“answerable” to the Coun-.

cational Commissions de- .

in their Rules of Procedure :

- themselves, by peaceful
means and to this end
_ decide to establish a Com- |
Conciliation and Arbitra-
which and conditiovis of .

“ficial. "

part of the present Char-
this provision was exposed.

the ‘African: Unity - after -
Addis Ababa Conference—.

was not strong enough in’

efforts of both Emperor -
Haile Selassie and President.
Keita of Mali ‘led to .the |

upon in terms of the cease:

All that was missing was:

with. the view of providing’

The Draft- was an odd "

arbitration). It was very .

'way in-which they are ex-.

for a liaison with the bodies.
of the O.A.U., namely the
Council of Ministers. and-
. |lthe Assembly of Heads of

sate. -
The outcome of the deli-

berations - of . the -Drafting .~
Committee. which. sat in

Cairo in* April 1964 is not
yet  known.. It is rather
doubtful whether its final
version will provide for an.
‘effective machinery -for the
'settlement of disputes which
have been so badly damag-
ing the African Unity."
V -General Secretariat
The very name .of the

‘Head of the Secretariat .

which according .to Atticle
XVI is an -“Administrative
Secretary ‘ General” shows
"how the FHeads of = State

were .anxious to curb the |-

powers of - the General Sé-
cretariat and its Head.

" This. trend was further :
pursued -at the Dakar Con-

ference of- the Foreign Mi-

nisters in August 1963 where
the Regulations governing
the functions of the General

Secretariat “were adopted. |

Only .real administrative

-dutigs were entrusted to the

Administrative = Secretary-
- General who is not even en--
.titled .to attend ‘‘ex-officio”

-all meetings -of the Council

of the Foreign Ministers.

.- Due to the failure to-

appoint the Administrative
Secretary-General, the ~Ge-
neral Secretariat actually
.has not been’ yet ‘set up.
The. provisional Secretariat .
consisting . of Congo (Braz-
zaville), Ethiopia, Ghana,
Niger, Nigeria, Uganda and
U.AR. has been function-
ing with very little success.’
It has mnot been working
ceffectively because some
members felt that they had

‘not been allowed. to play a .

more active and effective

role in the Secretariat, es-

pecially during. the ' con--

“ferences of the -Specialised

Commissions and the Coun-
cil. Some, members . even
‘boycotted a number of the:
meetings of the Secretariat.. .
This emphasis upon the.

 role to be played by coun-

tries rather \than individuals.
in-the Secretariat has made |
the , provision .of Article’
XVIII on the functions and -
conditions of services of. the-
Secretariat look highly arti-

" COMPATIBELITY OF
POLITICAL*GROUPS

' WITH THE CHARTER

 The Charter .of the
O.A.U. hag_vast political |
implications, One of these

-goes to the very root of the

problem and shows the
Charter in its full perspec-
tive. Before -the Summit
meeting in ‘Addis Ababa
we were told that the pur-
pose of the meeting was to
bring about a rapproche-

‘ment- bétween the different

political groups in Africa,
namely = the - Casablanca -
group, the Monrovia -group -
and the Brazzaville group.

Some of the leaders felt
that by signing the Charter,

| the. groups were " dissOlved.s

In his closing speech :the-
Prime Minister. of Uganda, ]
Milton. Obote sajd “We

“have therefore agreed and

are firmly. resolved to- re-

-nounce the Casablanca,and
i Monrovia Charters. Instead
: we: have adopted-and sign-
_ed; for the first time in the

‘history of Africa one Char-.
ter to-guide our cause and
action.” . : -
(CIAS/GEN/INF/44 p.2).
Similarly Dr, Kwame
Nkrumah, President of
Ghana said: “We should be
happy that at long last by
the adoption of this Charter,
we have seen the end of the
various  groupings and re-
gional blecks.” S
(CIAS/GEN/INF/39)
There was * no , explicit
provision in -the Charter it- -
self to ‘this end. But this:
does not mean after all that
the two Leaders were wrong
-in "their assumption. After
all -the Signatory . States- in .
‘the ~ Preamble: = expressed
‘their desire clearly “that all
African States should hence-

forth unite so that ‘the wel-

fare and well-being of their
proprosals ‘can be assured.”

The different views on
this issue came. up .in -a

heated debate at the Meet-
ing of the Council of Fo-
reign. Ministers at Dakar
held in August 1963. The
result of the discussions was
a resolution on ‘‘Regional

lutions 5,  10.8.1963).

SURVIVAL OF -

GROUP INTERESTS.
" This resolution was not a
satisfactory way of  resolv-
ing the issue. It only con-
firmed the existence of the
‘regional groupings . subject
however to the following
criteria: ©~ - -

~and  economic, social

common to the States;
"(b) Co-ordination of econo-
- mic, social and cultural

States concerned. :
-+ President Leopold ~Sen-
.ghor of Senegal at a Press
Conference, held in Lagos
on 16th April,’ 1964 during
his -State visit to - Nigeria
declared: e
“The UAM has now .dis-

cal,” economic. and scientific

co-operation fields.”

" (Daily Express (Nigeria),
Thursday 16.4.64).

zaville group survived under

Groupings” (Council Reso--

(a) Geographica 'realz:ties, )

and . cultural factors -

activities pecuiliar-to the :

appeared politically. ‘But it

still functions in the techni-

‘What ‘had -indeed hap-
pened was that the Braz-

under the cover of a region-

al grouping in the technical
sense. On. the other hand

the Monrovia group ~was

successful in - having _their’

views - sustained - by ' the

Charter of the-O.A.U. And |
_since the Charter. is the
document. upon which the -

present concept of -African

Unity is based, there is no-
need for them to Keep,an.
| organic unity in a form .of
a “separate -political group. -

The political existence. of

the U.A.M. was based on -
“the economic, technical and

scientific arrangements = be-
tween some- of the former

French colonies. Therefore
to" talk about the political
disappearance of the-

U.AM. whilst insisting on

Leopbld Senéhor, Senégal_ .

Charter.

-_ FRIDAY-, MAY 22, 1964 = -
“the continuing existence of
'its “economic ‘and technical
"aspects is inconsistent and
-illogical. - L
- As for the Casablanca

Bloc it ‘was in fact the only
political” grouping : whieh
‘céased to exist both politis

“cally andtechnically. Here-.

in lies the essencg of the so-.

called rapprochement reach-. - - -

ed -at Addis, Ababa. - "

. Compared with the Union ~
“of African: States composed
| of’ Ghana, Guinea and Mali’

which came into- existence

“l'on 1st July 1961, the Chars

ter. of the O.A.U. is & con-
siderable step -back. There
are no -provisions on joint
foreign . policy, defence and -
economy .in - the; O.AU. -
Charter which could com-
pare even slightly with the
similar provisions in the-
Union of African States.

-~ When compared with the
Casablanca-- Charter, the
0.A.U. Charter almost con-"
tradicts the former. The
progressive  provisions of-
the Casablanca Charter esta-
blishing “strict observance
of a concerted diplomacy’,

organisation of a system' of . . -

joint defence, a common set

.of directives relating to'eco- -
nomic - planning and’ even

working out of a common

"‘domestic .policy were eXx-

cluded from the O.AW. -

i (To be cohtingéd)' -

Actually ,heit‘h,er' of these
~ two possibilities: is likely to
occur. What. will probably

.result is a hot debate in the

by UN. troops. In the final
- analysis, the presence of a
U.N: police force will ren-
der impossible further offen-
- sive by the liberation forces.

liberation wars and revolu-
tions is:that they should be
staged within and not with-
out the territory concerned.
Even if supply posts may

stalled inside the territory.
It has been shown that
the approach of the Com-

| riddled with defects. entirely

irreconcilable with what the
realities of the African libe-
ration - struggle demand.
There is little doubt that
these shortcomings dam
rapid progress and that they
account td a large measure,
for the slow progress of the

dency is left unchecked the

bogged down to a standstill.
- -We must note, however,
i that” while the -Committee

with its task, the colonising
ountries are not sitting and
staring. They have become
more  business-like. “They

sitions. A v
We may look at’ these
moves from three main

"a commor attitude in anti-
cipation of the united- will

- from Addis Ababa.
- Just before ‘the Heads of
State Conference quickly-

held by these powers, be-
tween Roy Welensky, then:

deration, ‘and Verwoerd on
the one hand; .Franco of
Spain ‘and Salazar on the
other hand. - i
It will be noted that the

blems in . the continent,

constituting the ‘two largest
- colonising powers in ‘Africa
and both, residing abroad,
also face similar problems.
It is remarkable that these
two = meetings = produced

' LIBERATION

Continued from- page 2 ]
U.N. followed with policing .

" -Above all, a fundamental.
criterion for the success of -

be erected outside the terri-.
tory, the base. of the strug--.
gle must of necessity be in--

mittee of Nine is seriously.| 2. & ALKS, .
-experiment to. - give - 1fs-
“gverseas - provinces” -

national liberation struggle
in recent times. If this ten-

*liberation _struggle. will be

of Nine displays this crass’
inability to come to grips

are constantly making new -
‘moves to entrench their po- -

angles. The first of these is
the hurried -attempt by the-
colonising powers to. forge

of the-whole of Africa that |
was imminent to -emerge.

arranged meetings were |

Prime Minister of the since- -
defunct Central African Fe--

former pair, both -colonial
powers. resident’ within’
- Africa, share similar pro-.

whilst the latter pair, now..

statements proclaiming the
solidarity of the

Y
£ ¢

The "second.
ing shortly ::after Addis
Ababa, consists in the si-

multaneous attempts by all’

the colonial powers, except

" Southern Rhodesia, to ap-
pease  African opinion. .

Undér this heading, ges-
tures are made either to

assure African states that

their- colonia’li; policies are

well-meant or :thatthey are -
preparing their colonies for

self-detérmination. Thus,

1. South Africa under- |
‘takes its biggest- frand yet

by creating what - it - terms

an “independent” Transkei.
Verwoerd also glibly talks
of the possibility of offering’
" development aid to African
States should they lose their
_hostility towards- apartheid .

South Africa. !
2. Spain embarks on an

Africa what it describes as

“e ¢ 0 n-0 m i c-adminstra-_

tive antonomy”.

- - 3. While Portugal main-
tains its rigid attitude to its
.colonies (“There are no
--Angolans but only Portu-
“guese from - Angola”), it
gives audience for the first -
‘time ever to.an African de-
legation whose declared in-.

tention was to press for

‘independence for Portu-

guese colonies. At the same

time Portugal appoints the.
first African to the impor-
tant. post of secretary-gene-

ral of Portuguese Guinea.

MAINTENANCE OF "
. COLONIALISTS’ POSI-
UUTIONS .

. The third of these moves -

covers the activities of Sou-

-thern Rhodesia and South

Africa. These moves run
counter to -the attempfs to
appease African  opinion.

The moves see Southern

Rhodesian whites in a-fran-
tic bid to perpetuate-the in-

“justicg of. white -rule by’
| seeking - complete "indepen-
dence in order that they will |-

be firmly installed in power.

‘The seriousness of their at-
- tempts may. be gauged by
‘the speed with which Win- |-
“ston Field, suspected - of
moderation, was . removed ..

and his replacement:by a

‘more. reactionary rtacial

supremacist, Ian Smith. .

“ Besides, both South Afri-
ca. and Southern Rhodesia -
have increased their defence -
budgets and are -busily;pre- -
paring -themselves for -any

armed onsiaught.

Over the! past year in-
dependent -’ African States
have been’ exceptionally

" active on the international
scene. At Lake Success in’

New York, in Vienna,

Rome, Geneva, - London,

-etc., Portugal and South
Africa especially have un-

COM

ITTEE? .
o 7 dergone, a harrowing straln,
d. move, com-.

There is little ‘doubt that

| they have been badly -shake
‘en.. : . s

~ In. the continent 1tse1f,

howeyer, the two trends dis-
cussed . above -have been-

the basic factors d@termin-
ing the present state of the -
African  liberation move-;
ment. These are the inabili-

ty of the Committee of Nine - '+ - |
to measure up to its task, .. -
‘which -in turn has enabled .

the colonising countries . to
stick their roots more deep=

ly into the African soil.

In-South Africa, while the - .

‘economy 'grows more buoy-
‘ant (in 1963 the favourable - -

‘balancé of visible trade was
£63.8 million compared
‘with - £32,2 million in_the
previous 12 months), .Vers
woerd’s gestapo keep vigil
over an, all-time high num-
ber of prisoners. Heroes of .
the African Revolution like-
Mandela, ~Sobukwe . and
Walter- Sisulu  continue to-

*| suffer persecution. As more'" -’

and more hideous- legisla--
tion flow out to ‘entrench
apartheid,  'so does South

. Africa continue to sharpen

its military preparedness. .
- In Southern Rhodesia, the -

250,000 :minority European - -
“group -has been- making -

determined efforts to main-

‘tain. its  hold over .. the

3,600,000 African ‘majority:
While African political

_parties are banned and the

imprisonment of African.

{leaders has become come -

monplace, the extreme dies
hard racialists have -gained .

/| control of " state power. { . i

Meanwhile, Britain stilli

.acquiesces -in the sins of
‘the white folk. S
. Portugal still sticks to its - .
‘guns and does not show:any = . .

sign of revising its wild

claim that its African colo-

nies are in fact overseas €Xs
tensions “of Portugal.” And -

‘though the ﬁ'reedom“‘ﬁghterS:

COIltinue t:ovvl.latassi pregress S
has been negligible. .~

Spain, . though: feigning. . .
;‘gqod‘falth;-;vx‘s nievetheless i
still the impeccable colonial- ..

ist it has always been.

Next week-will be a yéar -

‘since Addis ‘Ababa. In_ the

sphere of national liberas!

‘tion' we have done very lite" -

tle’ in areas.South of“the

River Zambesi. It looks as =
.if events have already over- - -

taken the African liberation -

‘movement. The noble ideal
-of the O.A.U. ““to eradicate

all forms of - colonialism

-| from Africa” seems ever re-
mote from reality. =~ ;¢

It is obvious that- thlé o
trend will continue so long

’as the Committee -of _-_Niq’e

persists ‘in ' its ' misconcep-

_tions and delusions: Progres-
-sive opinion everywhere:is
asking: Whither the Com- ~~

mittes’ of Nine? '

force with which the people. fight for their aims.
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