THE HERDES ARE ALWAYS WITH U5
Second of March & Angolan Warmea's
Dy, o day which progressive woimea all
over the world commemonte with us, and
with each hamd that & extended to them,
Angolan women foel ihal ibere comes &
Bitle of the siemdinsiness which actuaies
ihe mighty iorrent which has botm st 0
motion, determined to win fresdom, peace
and & decent life.

Every 2 Manch, when our ihoaghts reirmce
twelve years of armed striggle, we res-
pecifally and proudly evolte ke example
of ibe Angolan women who have fallem
foor our country amsd iy o honour their
memory by pushing oawards, éver onwandi
to final victory

The example of Angolan women—srmbs-
lised by tha five women guerriflas, Deolmda,
Iréme, Emgracia, Terera and Lucreca—is
a iorch which Iaghis ug the path we are
following and siill have 10 Tollow, |n as
i the ever growing corlamty ihal (e day
of victory in spproaching. And when ihe
camnon skari bo ding the sofg of gheal
cuinchysms, destroving  enemy  barmicks
andd ecomomic targois in Morthem Angobs,
then the greem of the coffes ficlds will be
mingled with the blood of ihe opprissos.
and the MPLA will have been porisissl
amil herolg m svenging ibe doath of is
lnest sops and daughiers

Deolinds, Teresn, Engrocin, Irece amd
Lucrecia, now &% in the pasi, we &
advancing o final vioory.




“ABOVE ALL I WANTED TO BE A GUERRILLA"
Taln Hady, aged 18.

INTERVIEW with OMA mifitam, by Swedish Journalisis
Elisaberh Hedberg and Hillevi Nilsson, who visited Angola
last summer.

This is one of the several interviews previously published in
KOMENTAR, Stackholm.

I was horn in Nambaangongo, near Luanda, in the First Region.  When the war
started in 1961, | was so small that | don’t remember much of what happened a1
that time. But | remember 1962—63 a bit.

The war staried on 4 February and the popular uprisings in March. The
‘tugas’ {Portuguese coloninlists) came with planes and bombs and they mas-
sacred the population,

Before that they came and killed by slaughtering them, beating them or
shooting. They killed evervone ?h:y*mm across, women and children too.
And then the planes came and they bombed all the willages, and the people
fled into the forests. And they stayed there for a long time.

Mo one in my family was killed, We took refuge in the forest and we lived
there for three vears. Then we went (o Con-gu inghasa and kater to (‘um
Brarzaville. In 1965 | started going to the MPLA school close by the Cabi
border. 1 studied there for three years, but after that we were sent to the south
of the Third Region. | continued to study at a school in the forest,  The rest of
the family staved in an MPLA village at the border.  Now one of my sisters is o
doctor nt Kassamba and my parents are in Dar ¢s Salaam, because they are ill.

The school where | was in the Third Region was bombed twice. W left there
and rebuili the school in a new place, but it was alio bombed and hing was
burni: houses, books, exercise baoks, paper —everything. Then the region’s
commanders decided that all the children from the school should go to the
border o carry on with their studies, In 1969 they formed & guernilla group
which sccompanied us to the border.

Those of us whi had completed 4th year and were 1o go on to 5th were sent here
to Kassamba and then to Fone C for a political course.  There we also helped
to do the laundry and 1o look after children. In April we wers sent 1o Lusaka,
and after & while we were sent to Mgangula to continue our studies for cight
months. And we heard that our group was soon to be sent into Angola.
But before that we had to do a special military course.  That is why | am

and why | am getting military instruction through the Centre of Revolutionary
Instruction.

In this course we learn how to handle heavy weapons, to defend ourselves
against the enemy when marching with heavy weapons, and to dismantls
wenpons and carry them.  Among the heavy weapons are mortars and cannon.
But we also kearn how to handle lighter weapons, like the AKA for example,
We are three women here in the military course. Thers are so few of us
because other comrades have other tasks.  There nre differences in the condition
of men and women in guerrilla war. One problem is that women find it hard
to carry heavy weapons.  That is why il is nearly s the men who do so,
and thub:lunun carry ammunition and other things. [ muinly we the AKA
in gombal,



Dwring the course we have to be prepared (o take pari in all kinds of missions
assigned to us. For example, | took part in the attack on the Lumbale last
year, We were fwo women in the group.  'We set out on 4 March and arrived
m;ﬂm;i:‘l. w:;d""m“ﬁ-:,mi the pl:l:ll 'hﬂ the ws:_-:-ij thi;.lHl“I of
entirely different things. y were carousing, bathing, ng foothall, etc.
We atticked at five o'clock, Al first they did not answer our fire. It was aaly
a quarter of an hour later that they started to shoot. We advanced during the
firing. The attack was successiul and afterwards we came back here to continue
our military course.

I wanted to be a guerrilla above all else, rather than, say, n teacher or a nurse.
It seemed more important to me, and | think it is mene important for our
struggle too. When | can’t be a guerrilla any more, 1 want to be a radio
technician, because that's the course 1 like best.

After independence we wani to live well, not like now.  'We want everyone Lo be
able to study and o gain an education, so that we can rule our country ourselves,
Let’s hope that the people take a lot of trouble with the work in the fields.
For the future | hope for everything thai can help our people to live well and
in concord.

——— APPEAL FOR THE DEOLINDA CENTRE ——

The Organisation of Angola Women (OMA) wishes (o inform all
friendly organmsations and all friends of the Angolan people that it =
planining to bulld & Centre o triliing women cadres who will be sent
to work in the liberated areas of Angola. This Centre will be called
the “Deuolinda Centre™.

We shall be grateful Tor all donations. Money donations can be sent
to the following address:

MPLA-OMA Gifts in kind can be sent to the
Mational Bank of Commerce address below:
Bank House Branch Organisation of Angolan Women
P.O. Box %031 20604
Drar es Salanm P.O. Bax

: Dar es Salaam
Tanzania

Tanzania




in the proposol of ke Wamea's Melerndtions Desacrarly Federarian (WFTDF),
UNESCD has awarded ihée NADESDA KRUPSKAYA Lireraey prire 13 the
Crpawisacion of Aapoler Wanica (O M A4}

Ir iv imporfant fe eegehaxize gl gppreciate the el podinesd sipmificance of
vy UNESCOQ decivion,



STRUGGLE AND CONSTRUCTION

The Angolan woman of today has long since left behind her the tragic and
repulsive image of the domestic-woman, the object-woman, the slave-woman.

This image remains in history as testimony of the long years of slavery and
explaitation,

With the revolution, Angolan women are going forward, seeking consciously
1o make up for the many years when they were denied all access to education,
culture mﬁcﬂ and social life, because women were looked wpon as inferior
beings and use of the burden of an enslaving colonial system which totally
disregarded even the most elementary rights of all human beings.

Conscious of her role in the revolution and overcoming the many complexes
inculcated in her for centuries, the hn'nnl.u.n woman 18 sdvancing, creati
the force and the responsibility required by the realities of war, so as to W
successfully at all tasks of the revolution. us, the Angolan woman, o passive
presence in years gone , TOW eMErges s someone actively ting in
education, u-nmhﬁ th, production and fighting, and in VATIOUS
campaigns launched in the revolution.  And time alone will enable her 1o prove
hersell increasingly.

* k * *
UNITED WE WILL WIN

The alliance between the MPLA and FNLA is a historie event for the Angolan
people. It will forge the unity of our people and, therefore, sirengthen them
in the confrontation with the Portuguese colonialists,

Each Angolan woman will commit hersell to uniting our children in the same
comimon desire - the liberation of our homeland!
For five centuries we have been enslaved, for five centuries we have been denicd

all human rights, Angolan women will advance together io oppose tyranny.
United we will win!

% X * X

AMILCAR WILL BE AVENGED!

An by the barbarous assassination of the greal leader of the
PAIGC, Comrade Amilcar Cabral, the Angolan women conveyed their
sorrow and soldarity in the following tclegram:

PAIGC WOMEN, B.P. 298, CONAKRY.

ORGANISATION ANGOLAN WOMEN SENDS HEARTFELT
CONDOLENCES PAIGC WOMEN SHARING YOUR SORROW
LOSS GREAT LEADER OF YOUR PARTY STOP HONOURING
HIS MEMORY UNITED WE WILL CONTINUE STRUGGLE
UNTIL FINAL VICTORY OF OUR PEOPLES STOP, bk

EUGENIA NETO




GREETINGS

The nisation of Angolen Women extends its thanks to all those who have
sent it Mew Year messages and wishes all friendly organisations which suppar
the Angolan people every success in the struggle for freedom. peace and progress.

* “F ¥ *

SOLIDARITY WITH OUR STRUGGLE

Friends throughout the world are continuing to show solidarity with OMA,
We have received, among other things, clothing sent by a Belgian friend and
a gift of OMA badges from the Chicage Commitize for Angola, Mozam bique
and Guinea Bissau

O.M_A. corrying food e our guereillas in the Wbermied areas of Asgola

Sent by: 4%
Chrganisaiion of Angolan Women

PO, Bax 20604

DAR ES SALAAM To;
TANZANIA
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