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SABRA PROFS. Hﬂl.ll
HUSH-HUSH TALKS
WITH AFRICANS

JOHANNESBURG.
LTHOUGH SABRA, at
its November executive
meeting, decided that talks
across the colour liné on
apartheid and Government
policy were too hot to handle,
a number of Nationalist pro-

NEW BUS BOY
STARTS ON RAND

JOHANNESBURG.
STREAMS of people have
again taken to the road in
a new bus boycott here. This
‘o hetween Nanceﬁeld station

:md the fownslﬂps ot Jabavu,
Mofolo and Moroka,.

Since the opening on January 1
of the extended railway line to the
furthest points in the vast south-
west complex of townships, the
PUTCO feeder bus service from
these townships to Nancefield
Station has been suspended. Al-
most S0 buses stand idle at the
depot and 62 drivers have lost
their jobs, but the Transportation
Board has refused to grant
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PUTCO certificates for this route
this year.

The new rail services and the
suspension of the feeder bus ser-
vice have meant an indirect fare
increase for the people.
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Treason Trial
Oif To A
Bad Start

JOHANNESBURG.

"T'HE Treason Trial of 30

accused opened on Mon-
day, only to be adjourned
again at the request of the de-
fence, which had been served
with particulars of the indict-
ment too late to enable its case
to be completed.

The change of venue application
by the defence again gave this
team the initiative, with Mr. Mai-
sels arguing strongly that the trial|
be moved from Pretoria to Johan-
nesburg.

This week, the freason trial hob-
bled off to yet another start in the
proceedings now in their third
year, with on the opening day the
same muddle and confusion that
has dogged the trial throughout,

When ‘the court assembled on
Monday morning, only nine of the
30 accused in this first treason trial
were in the dock. " )
A Department of Justice official
in charge of transport arrange-
ments to bring the accused from
Johannesburg to Pretoria had had
a heart attack and no one had
arranged for the bus.

The police would come to the
rescue, said the Attorney-General,
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(Continued on page 6)

Formerly a monthly train ticket
was 14s. 6d. Now it is £1 5s.
Fares from the new stations are
2s. 10d. return to Johannesburg,
compared with 11d. formerly.
The people also say the Nance-
field Station is nearer their homes
than the new stations of Naledi,
Merafe, Inhlazana and Ikhwezi.
Sm.gth West residents have held
a series of prolest meetings and
have sent a deputatiof: .fo PUTCO
and Council authorities demand-
ing the immediate restoration of

the former transport services, and
threatening “action” within 7 days
if this is not done.

The deputation of five residents
will also protest against the exces-
sively high new fares. Commerce
and Industry have been -called
upon to protest against these high
fares.

Leaders of the Alexandra Town-
ship bus boycott of 1957 have
promised to stand by the people
of the South West areas in any
action they take.

fessors, some of them officials
of SABRA, have been holding
hush-hush meetings with cer--
tain Africans on the Rand.

They have been careful to stress
that they are meeting Africans not
in their official capacities or as
members of SABRA but on an
individual basis.

In -all about ten SABRA men,
most of them professors from
Stellenbosch, Potchefstroom, Pre-
toria and Bloemfontein Universi-
ties, and among them Professors
Olivier, Cilliers, Coetzee, Ross,
Kruger, Tomlinson and the Rev.
Brink, Moderator of the Dutch
Reformed Church, have been
meeting Africans for private talks.

Their questions seem aimed at
testing the attitude of the Africans
to apartheid and the Nationalist
Government, the influence of
Communists within the African
National /Congress, the workings
of the Congress and its relations
with.the other Congresses, particu-
larly the Congress of Democrats,
African discontent and grievances
and the shape of events to come.

A fumber of the meetings took
place in the offices of Johannes-
burg’s Non-European Affairs De-
partment, and the Department’s
Manager acted as go-between.

Those interviewed do not seem
to have minced words on their
attitude to the Nationalists and
their responsibility for the strained
race relations in the country.

AND THEY MADE IT PLAIN

(Continued on page 3)

“Aholition of African Reps

Will Mean Dictatorship”

—LEE WARDEN and TUROK

CAPE TOWN.

THE silencing of the three

voices that speak for ten
million Africans will be
another milestone on the road
to the ftotal abolition of all
opposition to the Nationalists,”
said Mr. L. B. Lee-Warden,
African representative for the
Western Cape, in an interview
with New Age.

Mr. Lee-Warden's statement
was a reply to the proposed
abolition of African represen-
tatives from Parliament by the
Nationalist government which
intends introducing a bill to
do so at this session of Par-
liament,

NATURAL FLOW

“This act will be part of the
natural flow of Nationalist
ideology. It is not that we have
been able to achieve anything
tangible for our people, but we

have been able to focus atten-
tion on all the gross injustices
that have taken place in our
country.”

In many instances where the
United Party has been afraid
to disclose any corrupt prac-
tices by Government officials.
the African representatives had
brought the glare of publicity

upon these malpractices, Mr.
Lee Warden said.
“The government doesn't

want its dirty linen washed in
public.”

BEN TUROK

Mr. Ben Turok, Africans’ re-
presentative for the Western
Cape in the Provincial Council,
in a statement to New Age,
said ;

“In the removal of the Afri-
can representatives from the
Senate, Parliament and un-
doubtedly the Cape Provincial

Council, we are about to see
another all-out attack on the
meagre rights of the African
people.

“All democrats should see in
this threat an assault not only
on the voters and represenia-
tives concerned, but on every-
one fighting Nationalist dicta-
torship.”

Mr, Turok said that although
a machine of oppression, Par-
liament was an important in-
stitution. What happened there
should be of the greatest in-
terest to all and nobody could
take it lightly.

“The whole proposal repre-
sents the greatest retrogression
in political rights that the Afri-
can people have suffered since
1936, Mr. Turok continued.
“The African people must pro-
test at this fufure of serfdom
which is being hatched for
them.”
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BOTH ANC AND COD STAND
FOR MULTI-RACIAL S. AFRICA

For some time past it has been
Mr. Patrick Duncan’s policy to
attack the COD in the columns

of ‘Contact. Contained in this
magazine of December 27, 1958,
is a featurette in which he sees
fit to make allegedly “fair com-
ment” concerning the memoran-
dum sent by the COD to the
Accra conference — comment
which consists in little more than
petty scolding at the use of a
word.

In the light of attacks made
by Dr. Julius Kiano and Mr.
Tom Mboya, upon certain preva-
lent theories regarding the future
of Africa, he maintains that the
COD slipped up badly when 1t
called upon the conference to
declare that “the future of
liberated Africa lies in multi-
racial societies, in which every
minority people will be entitled
as of right to all the hberties
and privileges of the citizens of
a democratic state.”

Now the use of the expression
“multi-racial” (which Mr. Dun-
can criticises) by the COD is, in
its context, by no means ambi-
guous: it is used with the same
meaning as when employed by
Chief Albert Lutuli at the ANC
annual conference, at which,
under the subheading of “Multi-
racial South Africa is the aim,”
the same issue of ‘Contact’ re-
ports him as saying:

“We work for the creation of
a corporate multi-racial (my
emphasis) society in which the
criterion of recognition as a
citizen will not rest on class or
racial considerations but on a
loyalty to a multi-racial South
Africa on the basis of democratic
universal suffrage.”

The underlying motives which
have caused Mr. Duncan to com-
ment as he does do not emerge
clearly from what he writes.
What does emerge, however, is
that whereas certain ufterances
on the part of the COD are
cause for adverse comment, the

same utterances when made by
the ANC are not. In fact, from
the tone in which the latter is
reported, the converse seems o
be the case.

This inconsistency lays itself
open to the interpretation that
Mr. Duncan either does not like
the COD. or that he 1s envious
of the fraternal bonds which
exist between the COD and the
ANC and wishes to see them
dissolved; or both.

It is strange that
issue of ‘Contact” as that in
which Mr. Duncan's comments
appear contains (Page 8) a sub-
leader, which T applaud, in which
the policy of a Johannesburg
newspaper, “The World,” is cas-
tigated, It states:

“The paper has for some time
specialised in attacks on the
African National Congress. None
of the attacks have been under-
standable. Yes, we mean this.
None of the attacks have meant
anything. One is left with the
impression that ‘The World® does
not like the ANC. But why, and
what the ANC has done wrong,
has never been clear.”

Could this not be said to be
true of “Contact’s’ attitude to-
wards the COD?

ALF WANNENBERG
Cape Town. -

the same

A Challenge to
Youth

1 would like to issue a
friendly challenge to all
South African Youth Con-
gresses: either ANC or NIC.

My challenge is, that the
Clairwood branch of the
Natal Indian Youth Con-
gress will enrol more mem-
bers and sell more copies of
New Age during 1959 than
any other branch.

If other branches wish to
accept our challenge, we will
gladly compare results. with
them in December., But be-
fore accepting our challenge,
we wish to issue this warning:
we are determined to work
day and night, and not to
stop, until every street and
factory in Clairwood is orga-
nised.

Our target for the new year

is 3.000 paid up members and
a sale of an equal number of
New Age.

New Brighton ANC Youth
Congress, watch out!!

We intend not only catch-
ing up with vou, but surpass-

ing you.
AFRIKA!! MAYIBUYE!!
B. NAIDOO

Secretary, NIC Youth Con-
gress, Clairwood Branch, c/o
Natal Indian Congress, 3rd
Floor, Lakhani Chambers,
Saville Street, Durban.

“An  Eye-witness,”  Cala:
Please send vour name and ad-
dress, not necessarily for publi-
cation but as a sign of good
faith,

CALA CAN DO WITHOUT

EDITORIAL

END CHILD LABOUR

| "T'HANKS to New Age, one boy who was recruited in the

Transkei for work on a farm in the Kinross area, Tr_ans-
vaal, has been set free, sent home and thus enabled to continue

his school career.

This boy was only 13 years old. We do not know all the
details of his recruitment, but he can consider himself lucky
that he is not slaving his guts out on the farm for a beggarly

£4 a month.

But what about the other boys? The boys who were
recruited at the same time -as this boy? The boys who are
recruited week in and week out to satisfy the labour-hunger

of the mines and the farms?

The scandal of child labour must be brought to an end.
The Government must take steps to see that illegal recruiting
practices in the Reserves are stamped out, and that anybody
who entices children away from home or school to work on
mine or farm is heavily punished.

But the scandal of child labour is not purely the fault of
unscrupulous recruiting agents. It is also the fault of our whole
economic system, which condemns the mass of the population
to life-long slavery below the breadline. Many parents are
forced to consent to their children leaving school and taking
on work because they desperately need the money, or because
they simply can’t afford to provide for their children at home

any longer.

The reserve system itself, reinforced by the pass

laws, is

merely a device to keep on hand a supply of labour for the
mines and the farms, and is the main factor responsible for
the fact that the wages of African mineworkers are today
scarcely higher than they were 50 years ago.

Only the ending

of the capitalist system can finally end the

oppression and exploitation of the working people of this

country.
his £1 a
finished off.

But in the meantime, if every wage earner were to get
day, the scandal of child labour would quickly be

A CHIEF

In various newspapers it has
been stated that Government
agents including the Magistrate
at Cala have visited the reserves
adjoining the village and various
others in their endeavour to en-
force the Bantu Authorities Act.

The peace-loving and Christian
people resident at Emnxe have
been the victims of these mea-
sures. All their lives they have
never had a chief. I can remem-

FOR A TRUE PEOPLE’S
PARLIAMENT

HIS week our Parliament

opens, It is probably one of
the most unrepresentative par-
liaments of any country. Not
only are the Non-White peo-
ples entirely without direct re-
presentation, but the Govern-
ment even represents a minority
of the White section.

It mav be the last session in
which the African representa-
tives take their seats and, who
knows? their Coloured counter-
parts may shortly follow in
their footsteps.

This is the sort of Parliament
we have at the moment. What
we want is the sort of Parlia-
ment which is truly democratic
—truly representative of all
sections of the people. A
-Parliament whgre everyone is
able to vote for any candidate
that is nominated.

This is the aim of the Con-
gress movement. New Age is
the only newspaper which gives
its wholehearted support fo the
Congress movement. Therefore
surely, as democratic South
Africans (and this appeal is
directed only to them), our
readers must give their whole-
hearted support to New Age.

And by wholehearted sup-
port we mean you should sell
the paper, find new agents for
us, talk about the contents to
friends and, above all, send us
what we cannot do without—
MONEY. We manage to sur-
vive only through the support
of the people and each indi-
vidual must do what he or she
can,

ENSURE THAT NEW
AGE CONTINUES TO DO
ITS JOB FOR PROGRES-
SIVE SOUTH AFRICA ! !

SEND US YOUR DONA-
TION TO-DAY ! !!

LAST WEEK’S DONATIONS
Cape Town:

Literature 4s., B. S. 10s,
H. T. 10s., Bliz 10s., Mica £1,
T. S. £10, I. K. £1, Naomi and
Jack £25, R. M. £1 9s., M. G.
4s, 6d., F. W, H. 9s., Dora £5,
B. C. £3, Rex £1, S. K. £30,
Miss W, 6s., Mr. G. £1.
Johannesburg:

B. H. 10s., F. £5, Collections
£2 S5s., Debora 15s.

Durban:

Durban J. N. £6. A. N. £1,
T. C. 10s. 6d.. Nad. £2, Alan
(jumble) £4 15s.

GRAND TOTAL: £103 18s.

ber as early as 1918 there were
only simple headmen who were
democratically elected. But now
I understand that Kaiser Matan-
zima. a chief of Cofimvaba, a
district separate and apart from
Cala, is being forced by the
government on the people of
Xalanga as their chief.

1 can see no advantage for
Matanzima except being inade
a tool because of his lust for
power. I_nften wonder whether
Matanzima, who holds a Univer-
sity degree, thinks it’s sensible to
he made a tool against his own
blood — a Government stooge.

If it is a fact that Matanzima
is doing this, I am sure there
are many who are as surprised
as [ am.

I wish to warn Chief Kaiser
Matanzima thet he must not try
to shove himself in matters out-
side his jurisdiction, and if the
Tovernment has appointed him
Chief of Cala as well, he must
not enforce any law or regula-
tion on the people of Cala espe-
cially those resident at Emnxe.
This has a danger of culminat-
ing in the deportation of those
who reject Government Acts. If
it therefore does end in some
people being devorted that will
bring serjous repercussions.

TOTSIENS KUBUKELL
Cala (Xalanga). Transkei.
* * *
Who Preaches
Violence?

Dr. Verwoerd, so-called Prime
Minister - of South Africa, is
busy canvassing and organising
a militant body of WNationalists
that will be so armed as to over-
flow the South African rivers
with blood from the hearts of
the oppressed people of the
country who are clamouring for
freedom. equality. racial har-
monv and a neaceful democratic
South Africa.

He is appealing to the Na-
tionalist puppets to take a per-

spective view and see if they
cannot resume from what took
place in 1848. Thousands o_f
African people were systemati-
cally killed by the boers at
Blood River as they tried In vain
to defend their country from
being stolen by these western
monsters. 1 wonder if it is not
high treason for a so-called
leader of the people to stand for
violence and bloodshed.

Shall we Africans semid O
ingi'e our people to remember
what took place in 18387 No.
the leaders of the AN.C. are
advocating non-violence which is
the policy of the AN.C. known
to every volunteer in the libe-
ratory struggle.

Cradock.

ANC Conference this
Week

CAPE TOWN.

The annual conference of the
Cape Western ANC will be held
in 2nd Avenue, Kensington. this
Sunday morning, January 25, at
9.30 a.m.

Mr. Zolly Malindi, president of
the Region, said that among the
most important items to be dis-
cussed was the intensification of
the struggle against passes for
both women and men in the Wes-
tern Cape. Delegates were ex-
pected from all over as far as
George.

Other matters include the econo-
mic boycott and increased taxa-
tion.

The membership of the Region
had increased considerably since
last conference, Mr. Malindi said.
A good turn-out was expected.

E. L. YARA.

HELP SELL
NEW AGE

e~

Large Crowds at
Drop The Trial
Meetings

CAPE TOWN.

Large crowds gathered at meet-
ings in various spots in the Penin-
sula last Sunday to pass resolu-
tions calling for the dropping of
o treaean 4nal whica is now 1n
progress in Pretoria.

300 people met in Kensington
to hear speakers from the Con-
gresses and the Liberal Party. In
Langa 500 people attended, and
in Nyanga 900, The Nyanga meet-
ing was also addressed by Mr.
L. B. Lee-Warden, M.P. for the
Western Cape.

The meetings were organised by
the Drop the Treason Trial Com-
mittee.

The immediate dropping of the
treason charge and the release of
the people’s leaders was demanded
in a resolution passed at a public
meeting held by the Langa Branch
of the ANC last week.

The meecting condemned the
pass system for men and women
and demanded the repeal of the
Urban Areas Act. A resolution
was also passed demanding higher
wages for all and equal pay for
equal* work irrespective of colour,
race or creed.

Next Sunday, January 25, the
Nvanga No. 2 branch of the ANC
will be holding a mass prayer
meeting calling for the dropping
of the treason trial. The meeting
will take place at the Kraaifon-
tein terminus at 2 p.m.

Afro-Asian Unions

Akira Awai, ' secretary-general
of the Council of Japanese Trade
Unions, which claims a member-
ship of 3,500,000 workers, flies to
Peking on January 27 for a ten-
day visit, during which he will dis-
cuss plans for an Afro-Asian
labour conference in Tokio in
September. If it is held trade
union leaders from India, Ceylon,
and Indonesia will be among those
invited.
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13-Year-Old African Rescued From Kinross Farm

FARMER SETS BOY FREE

JOHANNESBURG.
IRTEEN-year-old Veldt-
man Mitekeli, the school-

boy taken from near Umtata
in the Transkei to work on a
potato farm in the Kinross
area, should be back home

with his grandmother by now.

Seven days after NEW AGE
broke the story of the disappear-
ance of this youngster, the farmer
had put Veldtman on the train
back to the Transkei. He had been
issued with a free rail warrant
home, given money for food, and
placed in the care of the conduc-
tor. With Veldtman were 18
other labourers whose labour con-
tracts had expired.

DISAPPEARED

Veldtman's disappearance from
his home near Umtata took place
on November 17.

On that day he set out as usual
for school at Tabasa, outside
Umtata, He never got to school.
He and other boys fell into the
hands of recruiting agents and next
thing they knew they were on their
way to the Kinross farm.

On December 29 Veldtman

managed to write a letter home te
his grandmother, with whom he
was living in the Transkei. The
letter, written on paper torn from
a school exercise book, was the

TREASON FUND
NEEDS £75,000

JOHANNESBURG.

(I‘ZHE Treason Trial Defence
Fund has set itself a new
fund-raising target of £75,000.

“We really cannot tell how
much more money will be
nceded,” a spokesman of the
Fund told New Age. That de-

of the 156 South Africans of!
all races in December 1956 the
Fund has paid out £80,000 in
legal costs and welfare for the
accused persons and their fami-

Canon Collins’ Defence and
Aid Fund in Britain has also
just launched a new appeal and
set a new target for fund rais-
ing. The Fund's public appeal
appearing in many lcac!lng‘ Bri-
tish papers calls the trial “cat-
and-mouse misery.”

“For two years the agony of
the accused, and of all those
dependent on them, dragge
on: then the prosecution found
that, if the present indictment
were persisted in, acquittal
would be inevitable. So what
did the prosecution do? It with-
drew the indictment—and let it
be known that a new indict-
ment would be drafted and the
whole torment started all over
again.” .

An enlarged list of distin-
guished sponsors of the British
appeal is most impressive and
includes such names as Dame
Edith Sitwell, Professor Arnold
Toynbee, Laurens van der
Post. Lord Altrincham, Johnny
Dankworth, Sir Jacob Epstein,
Sir Julian Huxley. Henry
Moore, William Plomer and
the Bishops of Birmingham
and Manchester.

A 1ecent editorial
London “Star” says “elcmentﬁ
of vendetta entered the case.
It adds “This strange and slow
meandering of the process o
justice in South Africa \vopld
be a matter for scarifying
laughter except for two things:
the accused need money for
their defence and their families
need support.”

lies and dependants. |

first news his relatives had had
since his disappearance.

The letter was sent on to Mrs.
Mtekeli Veldtman's mother, who
lives in Windermere, Cape Town.

Veldtman’s mother took
letter to Mr. Lee-Warden, Native
Representative for Cape Western,
who wrote to the farmer, the
Native Commissioner and the
Dustrict Commandant of Police at
Kinross.

HUE AND CRY

New Age published the story,
followed by the Sunday Times,

The police and the Native Af-
fairs Department seem to have
taken no action at all. But the
farmer, obviously disturbed by the
bue and cry, bought Veldtman a
rail warrant and put him on the
train_back to his grandmother in.
the Transkei.

A letter from an attorney de-
manding that Veldiman be pro-
duced in Johannesburg by 5 p.m.
on Friday, January 16 was served
on the farmer last week, but Mr.

Mines Batten on African Misery

JOHANNESBURG.

The number of Africans em-
ploved on the gold mines
totalled 329,000 in December
—the highest year-end figure
ever recorded.

Reasons given for the in-
crease in the labour force are:

1. The great increase in
population following the intro-
duction of Western medical
practices,

2. Growing unemployment.

3. The present low level of
basic commodity prices which
has led to reduced export in-
comes in African territories.

4. The desire of the African
for the benefits of the Western
way of life.

5. The drought in African
areas, and the fall in wool
prices, “which has lad to. more
Basuto coming to the mines."

6. The spread and greater
efficiency of influx control.

the |

Lee-Warden’s letter and the press
publicity had already prompted
him to put Veldtman on the train
home two days earlier.
FARMER'S CASE

In a reply to Mr. Lee-Warden,
the farmer said:

“It is evident that this boy was
legally attested under contract . .

“l must place on record that I
refute all the allegaions made to
the press. We do not possess, never
have possessed and never will pos-
sess a sjambok on my farm. 1 have
employed labourers for many
years and have never had any

complaints about their treatment.
This boy never complained to

me or my manger that he was not

satisfied with conditions.”

But on Saturday last week,
a beaming Mrs. Mtekeli told
New Age in Cape Town: “My
son is only 13 years old. I am
overjoyed he has been set
free.”

Mr. Dennis Brutus and Mr. G. K. Rungasamy, secretary and president
respectively of the newly formed multi-racial South African Sports
Association, which was formed at a conference held in Durban
recently of representatives from organised units of soccer, weightlift-
ing, athletics, boxing, table tennis and softball. The objects of the new
association are toco-ordinate the work of various sporting bodies and
to oppose “any and all forms of race discrimination in sport.”

Jo’burg Council Wavering on

-~ Meetings Ban

" Citizens Must Make Their Voice Heard

JOHANNESBURG.
GIVEN half a chance the
City Council here will
cave in on the issue of mixed
gatherings which Minister De
Wet Nel wants banned.

The Minister “is thinking up a
new formula for banning mixed
parties and the City Council is
trying to decide whether it will
co-operate or not.

_ Deputations and protests from
citizens during the coming period

‘will be organised to try to get the

Council 1o stand its ground.
Up to now in the battle of the
Johannesburg Council versus the

Minister, Johannesburg has had
the ball neatly under control. The
Minister even admitted to the
Council’s deputation last week
that his first notice of prohibition
would have outlawed ALL mixed
gatherings of a political, social or
other nature. At this stage, the
Minister seems to have assured the
Council deputation, he wants to
ban only certam mixed gatherings.

REVISED BAN

The deputation that saw the
Minister agreed to consider his re-
vised ban on mixed parties at cer-
tain specified homes. The new ban
is now awaited,

One group in the Council is al-

(Continued from page 1)
TO THE PROFESSORS THAT
THEY WILL NOT PLAY BALL
WITH THE NATS.

At one of these series of talks
the professors were asked why
they did not go direct to the
leaders of the African Natjonal
Congress. They replied that Con-
gress leaders were on the list of
Africans to be consulted. They
mentioned the names of Chicf
Lutuli, Messrs Oliver Tambo,
Duma Nokwe, Nelson Mandela
and others.

One of the Africans quizzed by
the SABRA men most frequently
seems to have been Mr. T. Moses,
member of the Eastern Native
Township Advisory Board and
member of the ANC.

On one occasion he faced five
professors and the DRC Modera-
tor, the Rev. Brink.

He talked freely on the miseries
caused Afiicans by apartheid.
But what of apartheid when pro-
perly applied, he was asked? What
of total apartheid?

“Well,” said Mr. Moses, “total
aparthe'd would be impossible to
establish because it would mean
a state within a state, and neither
the Europeans nor the Africans
would agree to that state of
affairs.”

Mr. Moses faced and dealt with

guestions on apartheid, the Bantu
Authorities system, the chiefs, re-
presentation of Africans in Parlia-
ment, and his opinion of Chief
[utuli.

“Is Congress Communist?”, was
another question. Mr. Moses said
it was not. I am a member of
Congress myself. What we are
fighting for are our rights in the
land of our birth.”

It 15 now cight months since the
Afrikancr  professors, dominees
and others at SABRA’'S 1958
Stellenbosch conference hit on the
idea of a conference with Non-
Whites “to seek racial harmony.”
The SABRA decision was taken
the month after the general elec-
tion and the April 14 anti-Nation-
alist demonstrations in the coun-
try.

It was not long before a deep split
developed within SABRA on this
issue. SABRA dare meet only “re-
sponsible Bantu.” said some, No
Congress leaders, no “agitators,”
no one in the Treason Trial, not
even Chief Lutuli, no anti-Govern-
ment leader . . . (and which Afri-
can leader worth his salt is not
anti-Government?)

Other voices said if SABRA
hoped to achieve anything it
would have to leave the choice of

SABRA PROFS. HOLD HUSH-
HUSH TALKS WITH AFRICANS

Then the humming and hawing
started and finally came the news
that SABRA had found a “‘public
relations officer™ with *“influence
with educated Bantu” to do the
initial liwison work for them. His
nume was not disclosed.

Meanwhile the split between
the ‘Cape and Transvaal wings of
SABRA deepened.

I'he North has on the whole
tagged along behind Mimster Ver-
woerd and his policy and the Na-
tive Affairs Department edict is
perfectly clear: mixed gatherings
are against Government policy
and apartheid principles, and con-
sultation with Africans is the mo-
nopoly solely of the Native
(Bantu) Aftairs Department (which
of course listens to those few
tribal spokesmen who have been
taught to say only what the Gov-
ernment wants to hear).

Meanwhile, bechind the scenes.
the auiz of African leaders of all
shades of opinion goes on apace.

Some SABRA officials here
seem not to know about these
talks, Faced with a decision

against a conference with Non-
Whites. have the professors found
a back-door method of consulta-
tion? For it is clear they have re-

their leaders to the African peo-

ple and not handpick them.

alised they must try to find out
what Africans are thinking.

ready paving the way for surren-
der to the Nats. The Council must
co-operate, their line goes, because
the United Party also stands for
social segregation.

There is also the group in the
Council that sees the ban as the
thin edge of the wedge. Maybe
there will be only 13 names on the
first list, says this group, but the
Minister will add to it till the pur-
poses of the original wide ban
have been achieved. This is the
beginning of the end.

But both groups in the Council
are overlooking one vital thing.
The Minister has let slip that the
Government is taking action
against mixed gatherings because
the Special Branch of the Police
say they are a screen for “sub-
versive activity.”

So under cover of stopping
mixed socials the Minister is hack-
ing away at the rights to political
association of a prepared list of
Johannesburg citizens, this list to
be extended when the first initial
opposttion to the ban has been
worn down.

Like his predecessor, Dr, Ver-
woerd, Minister De Wet Nel is
rying fo be the arbifer of who
may say and do what in Johannes-
burg, The case of the 13 will
prove to be a vital test issue.

COURT ACTION
Meanwhile one of the 13 Jo-
hannesburg persons mentioned by
the Minmister of Bantu Adminstra-
tion and Development as having
held mixed parties at which liquor
flowed and “excesses™ were com-
autted n his home has served on
the Minister a letter of demand

for £5,000 for defamation.

Mr. Norman Levy has also
served a leter of demand for
£5,000 on “Dagbireek,” the Afri-
kaans Sunday newspaper which
published a story under a scream-
ing  headline “Red Breeding
Grounds: Happenings at Mixed
Parties” on its front page Sunday
a week ago.

The “Dagbreek™ report said the
authorities  believe bhoth the
Liguor Act and the Immorality
Act are violated at some of these
gatherings where Whites and Non-
Whites are present.
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IHAT December month was a
particularly ~ hot  month.
Despite its intense heat and con-
stant rains Lawrence liked it. It
always brought him into contact
with many friends at picnics on
the seaside. The smell of the sea!
The continucus stretches of
white sand on the beaches and
the breaking of the waves on the
shore left that longing for un-
known far away places.

The heat had not abated one
late afternoon when Lawrence,
with a coat on his arm and a
loosened neck-tie, dragged his
feet home. The powdery earth
went up with each footstep leav-
ing a hazy. trace in its wake.
Lawrence was a very lired man.
Clients had been streaming into
the office the whole day, assist-
ance for bail; beer classified
“shimeyana” and other diverse
complaints. It had been writing,
writing all the time; turning un-
intelligible stories into sequence
and sense and putting everything
into shipshape form for his boss.

Doris stood at the door lulla-
bying the baby in her arms.
Lawrence loved Doris and her
four children. He was regarded
by neighbours as an ideal family
man. Doris was not a complain-
ing type of wife. She understood
their difficulties and always as-
sured Lawrence that things

would take a turn for the better .

one day.

Lawrence placed the small
parcel he was carrying on the
table. He threw himself on the
sofa after relieving Doris of the
baby.

“Oh Lawrence, dear,” the
d:mplcs showed on her cheeks,

‘we shall have a splenchd
Christmas this year.” Lawrence
returned the compliment with a
tired smile. She opened the par-
cel in excitement, A pair of
Panther shoes, a blouse, a pair
of stockings, Cchildren’s toys all
came out. “Lawrence!” She flung
herself on the sofa with out-
spread arms and embraced him
kissing his cheeks. Her tender
fingers caressed his chin. She
called the children playing on
the verandah. “Come and have
a look at what daddy brought
for you.” The children jumped
about, each fondling a toy. “Say
‘thank vou’ to daddy.” There
was a sporadic ‘thank you
father.” David, the little boy of
two, stamped on the floor with
one foot.

After supper Doris talked
about a few other things child-
ren should have for Christmas,
the painting to be done on the
walls. Her sister-in-law with her
family was paying them a visit
on Christmas Day. They would
have to take her to Durban on
Boxing Day to show the child-
ren the sea.

“T know, I will be taxing you
unduly Lawrence.” Lawrence
gave her an offended look.

“But yvou know I can’t afford
those things."

Doris felt ashamed that she
had asked him for all that, She
knew how hard Lawrence was
trying.

“Don‘t take it to heart, dear.
You know how I am at times.”

Lawrence looked at the arti-
cles scattered on the table. There
was a long silence,

Sleep was difficult on such a
night. The baby kept crying and
kicking at the blankets, Law-
rence lay on the blankets with-
out his pyjamas on. He gazed at
the dark roof, images chasing
one another in his head.

Legal work was interesting
and complex. The court was a
strange mill and it was their
duty to save people’s necks from
this mill. Many unusual stories
were heard there.

Tomorrow they were going to
defend in a very interesting case.
A man who had been ordered
out of town built himself a
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house outside the borough, on
his own piece of ground, out of
his own savings. He was now
being charged with occupying a
house without a permit. Law-
rence’s boss had thrown the
question at him as he was about
to leave the office, ““Can a man
be charged with occupying his
own house?” Lawrence had not
replied. He had just laughed and
walked out of the office.

By degrees drowsiness came.
Images now came to him in dis-
jointed hazy forms. This went on
until he was in a deep sleep. He
was now in a nice early morning
sleep. His mouth opened by de-
grees until it was agape. He
snored softly and at regular in-
tervals, Omne arm was hanging
loosely on the bed and the other
one was supporting his head,

In a state of half conscious-
ness he heard a knock. It grew in
intensity, rapping at the door.
There was an annoyance unified
with a sour chill in his stomach.
He stretched his arm towards
Doris who was fast asleep and
shook her by the shoulder.

“Lawrence, you are not going

Awarded 4th Place
in the New Age
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to work so early?” Doris asked,
yawmng and rubbing her eyes.

“There'’s a knock at the door,”
Lawrence growled, slipping his
pyjamas on,

“But who's disturbing other
people at this hour?”

“It may be the son of the devil
himself. Put on the light.”

She felt for the box of matches
on the table.

“Good heavens!” he ex-
claimed. Three-thirty.” He
reached for the door and opened
it slightly, just enough for his
head to peer out. He shut his
eyes instantly in the glaring
torch-light. He felt his heart
pounding violently. A cold chill
went down from his spine to his
feet. His stomach went ice-cold.
The torch shone on his face
again. All the eyes were glued
on him.

“Are you Lawrence Mfanefile
Mazolo?,” the tallest of the six
men asked.

“Yes.” His voice was dry and
beads of perspiration were form-
ing on the fringe of hair on his
forehead.

Doris heard. She jumped down
from the bed. She was next to
Lawrence, her hands trembling
on the gown.

“Can vou read?”

“A little.”

“Do you want light?”

“Yes.” Lawrence now stood
like a prey amidst the hounds.

“Here you are.”

One of the men started whist-
ling an unintelligible tune and
flashed his light all over the
house,

Lawrence’s hands trembled as
he held the paper. He fought
with himself trying to master his
nerves, but the tremor went on.
His knees went cold and buckled.

The light moved from line to
line, word to word, stopping and
moving with Lawrence’s face.
All was a jumble of words. He
only made out “High Treason

. Search Warrant . Chief
Magistrate.” His mind had gone
blank. Not that it had ceased to
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function. raced somewhere
else. He stood with a far-away
look in his eyes. The six men
turned into little pygmies.

In the space of a second he
saw all the promises of 1939.
Now he, Lawrence Mfanefile
Mazolo, was a criminal . . . try-
ing to overthrow the state . . .
with the air of a foreign power

.« A joke? No. These were the
agents of the state. Of what state
was Mfanefile an agent of then
when he guarded those ammuni-
tion dumps with his assegai at
Marabastad? Why did that shell
from General Rommel's Afrika
Corps tanks sweep him right into
the air and spin him like a log
on those sand dunes of El Ala-
mein? He heard the tanks rumb-
ling and the bellowing of
Colonel McKenzie above the
rumbling, ‘Come on Sergeant
Mazolo, Heinkel bomber!" The
bomb wheezed like a man in
chronic asthma. He was now flat
on a sand dune clutching sand,
spitting sand, breathing sand.

German soldiers with peaked
caps and raised arms were being
escorted by those wild Australian
soldiers. That Egyptian boy with
his tattered fez again, ‘To the
right, to the left, to the grave!’
still shouting. Very silly of him
But why didn’t his father make
him a smaller gun? ‘Another
Heinkel bomber sergeant!” He
clutched at the paper, snatching
it away from the police. He was
brought back to reality by a
question: “Are you through?”

“At break of dawn like a
thieving jackal.” He shook his
head. The tremor had left him.
He had won the battle of the

. perves.

“We merely carry out orders.”
The man shrugged his shoulders.

“Of executioners?”

“Of law and order.”
‘“‘Against the people?”
“Agnmst enemies of the state,
st people who cam.# Oh'ou-
e Mazolo. Shall
“'I‘he plcasnre ls
men.’ a3
" Gther
with Doris. She was in tears.
Bookcases were -~ ransacked.
Chi'dren awakened and matres-
fes upturned. Davir whimpered
and rubbed his eyes with the
back of his hands. The two girls
scratched their legs with the in-
side of their feet as they clus-
tered round their mother.
Fisher’s ‘History of Europe' had
a chapter on the Congress of
Vienna—this was a Peace Con-
gress. Dudley Stamp and Jame-
son's ‘World Geography’' had a
chapter—‘The Revolution of the
Earth Round the Sun’—this was
the hand of Karl Marx. By the
time they finished they were like
six burglars with their loot.
Lawrence sat on the bedstead.
He pulled out his shoes from
under the bed. Slipped his right
foot in first. Felt for the laces.
Tied them methodically. The
shoe became more dear to him
. a thing of value, He felt its
warmth as he pressed down with
his toes. A warm drop landed on
his ear. It was a tear from Doris
bending over him. He put on the
other shoe in a similar manner.
After puttinﬁ on his threadbare
black suit he reached for his
army coat, He tried to stuff it in
his battered suitcase, It kept
sticking out. He put it on, pulling
up the collar. He stuck his cap
on his head and turned round.
He saw the picture of the Chief
on the sideboard with that stern
face but ever with that boyish
look. He raised his thumb. His
eldest daughter, Vera, returned
it: ‘Mayibuye.’
Doris kept saying, “Lawrence,
please Lawrence.”
“Doris, calm yourself.”
“They're not taking you away,
Lawrence?”
“There’s a warrant for my
arrest.”

Members of the Yoyuantan People’s Commune in the guburbs of
Peking have a hearty meal on the occasion of a festival.

“But whom have you killed?”

“We live in a different world
from them Doris.”

“Oh Lord who created every-
thing according to your image.”

“But wait Doris, the last word
has not been heard yet.”

She burst into a violent storm
of tears. The children also cried.
Lawrence stood among the six
men; his giant figure as calm as
a sphynx.

“Can I have a word with my
wife?”

“A few minutes, don‘t be
long,” the tall man said casting
a glance at his watch, They fell
a few paces away towards their
car.

“Doris, I know you are upset.
I am upset myself. But this is not
the time to cry. We all expected
it to come one day. Now that it
has come we seem thrown into
confusion. I hate to rot in gaol.
But if I have to for what we
stand for, let it be.”

“But I want to go with you,
Lawrence.”

“You are not arrested.”

“Why don’t they arrest me?”

“Steady.” He put his hand on
her shoulder. “Look Doris, it’s
better we are not all taken,
Jhey’ll soon be calling

me.

_Peris’ fooked at him wnh tears

in her eyes. At each step children
also trotted around her holding
on to her gown.

“I want you to go to Mazeka,
our chairman, if they have not
taken him. If they have, try to
see Mthimkhulu the treasurer or
any of our men who is not in.
It’s difficult to say who's been
spared. Tell them about what
has happened. I am not certain
what they will do with me. They
should try to enquire after me
this morning. Tell those remain-
ing to keep up their courage.
Convey my greetings to all the
comrades. Have I forgotten any-
thing? Anyway, you know what
todo ...

“Finish up now Mazolo,” a
voice boomed from the crowd.

“A minute.”

They were silent. They em-
braced and kissed each other. He
picked up the children and kissed
them in turn. He picked up his
battered suitcase with twine
round it. “Till we meet, Doris.”
He put his thumb up. Doris and
the two older children returned
the salute. Vera added. “Mayvi-
buye” while her mother was too
overcome to speak. Doris stood
like a lone tree on a barren hill
with birds settling on it. She saw
the red tail-light disappear round
the bend. David kept saying,
*ji-i-i-m-0-0-0 woto.’

It was after some time that
Doris returned to the house. It
haunted her. It stood like a
building hastily evacuated in a
retreat. She did not tidy the
house until midday. She went to
the ruffled beds, pondered over
them, then slowly made them up.
She gathered the littered papers,
picking them up one by one.
Among them was a torn piece.
She turned it over: “The Qreat
Crisis Ahead” by Moses M. Ko-
tane. She read the remaining bit.

. tering ‘beard' revealed nner

.

After finishing reading she
placed it in a drawer and
straightened her aching back.
Her hair brushed against their
wedding picture on the wall. She
took it down, holding the frame
on each side. There was a lrace
of a smile on Lawrence’s face.
They stood cheek by jowl staring
into space. She brushed off the
dust and put the picture back
again,

Late that afternoon there was
a nervous tap on the door. Doris
was rocking the baby near the
stove. Without being ushered in
a tall gaunt figure in a khaki
tunic walked in and settled down
on a chair. There was some lapse
of time before the man said half
questioningly, “This is Mazolo’s

house?”

“Yes, falhcr, Doris rteplicd
looking at him. The children
collected near their mother and
also examined the stranger with
curious ‘looks. There was another

long silence.

“You ha\re no objection if 1
smoke?,” the man asked, pulling
out an old pipe and smﬂmg His
smile showed long ugly tobacco-
stained teeth and a face with
tribal maw®s. But his goaty, twit-

king-

ncss n an Tian, He el d pw-
Ys pressmg with hi mrcﬂngr
on the half-glowing light.’

“There’s a man in your hus-
band,” he said in a matter-of-
fact manner, pulling his pipe out
of his mouth and spitting. Doris
did not know what to say. She
kept rocking the baby and look-
ing at the man with suspicion.
“I did not join Congress. It never
came to my mind.”

“I see,” Doris said, scolding
the children for no apparent
reasor.

“Today I decided to join. My
name is Wilson Nhlangulela.
Your husband knows me.”

“Oh, very nice of you father
Nhlangulela.” Doris made ano-
ther appraisal of the man. His
fingernails were long and soiled.

“l am pleased I have seen
you,” he said standing up with
his right hand in his pocket. He
called Vera and handed her a
dirty crumpled envelope. “The
workers at our factory decided
to do something for the children.
It's not much.”

Doris wanted to say ‘thank
you' but a sharp lump in her
throat dried her voice up. She
only moved her lips and looked
away to hide the tears in her
eyes. Nhlangulela bade her fare-
well. Doris looked at him until
he disappeared from view.

She emptied the contents on
the table. She counted shillings,
tickeys and pennies, putting_each
denomination  separately. It
worked up to £5 13s, 73d. She
gathered it up and put it back
in the same envelope.

She was still trying to picture
those working men in her mind
when a delivery van rattled past
and David shouted, running on
the verandah, *j-i-i-i-m-o0-0
woto!”

FOOD, CLOTHING AND HOUSING
ARE FREE IN THIS CHINESE
COMMUNE

By ANNA LOUISE STRONG

MHE Western press writes a
great deal about “regimen-
tation” in the Chinese Com-

muanes.
I visited two communes and
didn’t think 1o ask the members

if they felt “regimented.” Words
mean such different things to dif-
ferent peoples. If the Communist
Party announces that the aim of
the commune is “to organise like
an army, work like a battle, live
collectively,” that sounds like fair-
ly thorough militarisation.

But the first time the Chinese
peasant glimpsed democracy was
in the Liberation Army, and his
firsta taste of personal initiative
was when he did guerrilla fighting
in its ranks.

This experience is only ten years
in the past and the old Liberation
Army men are now home on the
farms, leading the forward drive.
So when they talk of being “mili-
tarised’ 'they mean; “Do it all
together, on a unified plan and put
it over with one big successful
bang.” This has overtones not of
suppression but of hard-won rol-
licking victory.

IN the first commune, in the
colton area of Honan, they
were working like demons to get
in an unprecedented crop, and
proud of a fantastic “experimental
lot” where cotton grew six feet
igh and produced at the rate of
39,600 pounds of boll cotton per
acre, some 74 times the pre-Libera-
tion average of 534 pounds per
acre.

Nobody in the U.S. will believe
these figures, but I put them on
record and add that the plot was

only a quarter-acre in size and was
i-given garhount of toil that no-
bodwiiat-a ffenzita stscﬁusc ora
L Ghimevpife suant would give, by
'| ploughing Tive teet deep and put-

ting endless tons of compost and
fertiliser hand-fed in liquid form
almost daily into the roots.

One thing must be said. All
policy of all kinds in China is
based on what they call “the mass
line,” which I roughly translate as
“from the people through the
leaders to the people again.’

In the case of the people’s com-
munes it means that the com-
munes began last spring on
peasant initiative, The government
leaders watch these things like
hawks and so everybody from
Mao Tse-tung down went visiting
farms and came up with an analy-
sis which summarised and gave a
name to what the peasants were
doing. When this analysis hit the
counntryside, the rural population
recogniied il as what they were

waiting for and began forming
people's communes like mad.

NOT BIG ENOUGH

HAT seems to have hap-

pened, as nearly as 1 can see
it, is that the farming cooperatives
were doing pretty well, and had got
the peasants used to working to-
gether and sharing the profits. But
with last winter's big drive to
take control of water resources,
and abolish both flood and
drought forever, the cooperatives
were found to be not large enough

In the epic fight for water con-
trol in Honan province, ten mil-
lion people turned out last winter
and dug themselves 39,000 small
reservoirs, more than 118,000 ir-
rigation canals 390,000 wclls more
than a million small ponds and
160 million water-basins on the
hillsides like “fish-scales,” ecach
only big enough to hold moisture
for one tree, and terraced nearly
a million acres. Nobody will be-
lieve this either but that is what
they said.

They said: “The Honan proverb
used to be: ‘Ten years, nine cala-
mities,” because we always suffered
from- flood followed by drought.
But now we have water storage
for 78 billion cubic feet of water,
and this will forever ensure our
harvests. All that is left to do is
to ‘modernise it® with electric
pumps,”

In the process of doing all this,
the small farm cooperatives were
clearly out of date. They began
to combine and at the same time
to include the local handicraft co-
operatives, credit cooperatives, and
local industry generally.

That is what the people's com-

mune is, a local organisation on |

the scale of a whole township, or'

laigi—a Iew iuode an entire

county but the Party leadersn.y. |

warns that this is probably too
large. for the members to handle
vet. In most cases, the county,
which is the ancient unit of go-
vernment in China, has now be-
come a collection of people's
communes, anywhere from a dozen
to several dozen, and these com-
munes absorb not only all the
farming in their area, but also all
the industry, the schools, the com-
merce, and the local police and
defence.

The production organisation
thus becomes also the local gov-
ernment for everything below the
county level. This is regarded as
a first step in the ‘“withering
away of the state.”

ALL THIS IS FREE

ECAUSE of the bumper crop
last year a large proportion of

Many nurseries and kindergartens have been established by the Red
Flag People’s Commune in Hsiaosan County, Chekiang Province, to
free the mothers for work and study. Here are children in a

coinimune nursery.

the conumunes have announced
“free bread” and many of them
have gone on to list from seven
to 14 items of “free supply.”

One cominune two hours out
from Shapghai listed: Free meals,
fully cooked and supplied around
the clock in public canteens and
out in the fields; free clothing, to
the limit of the ration of cotton
goods, all tailored to demand 1n
the tailors' co-op; free maternity
care plus nurseries and 40 days
leave from work for the mother;
free education from kindergarten
up through primary and middle
schools and agricultural college
right on the area, and scholarships
to universities for those who qua-
lify; free weddings, including
photographs to exchange and a
wedding feast for up to 20 guests;
free toilet articles including cos-
metics for “females between 16
and 45 years of age;” free funerals
up to 50 yuan cost; free laundry
and mending, the clothes being
turned in at the public canteens in
the morning and collected at night;
free medical services, with 52
medical workers in the area and
a 32-bed hospital; free cinema and
theatre, with troupes invited from
the cities; free haircuts and baths
(baths still being public village
baths); free housing (most peasants
owned their own houses anyway
but a new model settigment was
to be built with houses all free);
and lastly “free Happy Court-
yards” for the aged.

These lists are decided by vote
of the commune and just now, the
peasants are a bit intoxicated by
the bumper harvest and by the
sudden knowledge that after cen-
#1098 in which they were never
oMy fed, there is now so much
food that nobody can eat it all.

FREE TO DREAM
THIS confm“m and others may
P

erhaps be a bit ° “drzy with
success.” The party leadéiship
generally advises that no mbre

than half the total income should
be used for “frec supply” which
is given “to each according to his
needs,” and that at least half shall
go as wages, based upon quanti-
ty and quality of work.

But commune members vote
their own income. In general,
Chinese peasants are practical
folk. If some of them vote too
soon for “free supply and com-
munism,” this will not be because
of dictation, but because, after
4,000 years of submissive, ill-fed
labour, they possess a harvest
which gives them freedom and
power to dream.

—_————

Mayor’s Meetings Will
Be Combined

CAPE TOWN

The City Council’s General Pur-
poses Committee has decided to
combine the two public meetings
requested by voters and ratepayers
to protest against the threatened
removal of the Municipal Fran-
chise and against job reservation.

The Mayor of Cape Town was
asked to call the meeting against
job reservation by 131 citizens, and
later a deputation representing
municipal voters asked the Mayor
to call a similar meeting on the
proposed removal of the Coloured
voters from the common munici-
pal roll,

The meeting will take place in
the City Hall on Tuesday, January
27, at 8 p.m,

U.S. NEGRO EDITOR VISITS
NEW AGE OFFICE

JOHANNESBURG.

R. Wilham Goidon, the

U.S. Negro editor who 1s
visiting the Union for a fort-
night as part of his Africa tour,
has a brimful, crowded pro-
gramme but managed to sand-
wich in two brief visits to the
Johannesburg offices of New
Age last week.

Mr. Gordon is City Editor
of the Negro-owned “Atlanta
Daily World” in Georgia in
the Deep South and rose in
the newspaper world from
copy boy to editor. He is tra-
velling in Africa on an Ogden
Reid fellowship and has al-
ready visited a dozen countries
on the continent.

He was “Exhibit A" for
American freedom, he told a
meeting of the Pretoria Politi-
cal Study Group (It was at a
meeting of the Political Study
Group last year that Chief
Lutuli was assaulted.)

Mr. Gordon gave a press
conference soon after his ar-
rival in this city and it was
attended largely by Non-White
journalists. Asked by one of

e ———

them if he had yet been asked
for his pass he produced his
American passport and said:
“1 think there 1s none finel
than this.”

His comment that he woulc
be spending some time undel
the wing of the Native Affairs
Department was greeted at the
press conference by a greal
roar of laughter,

Up to now Mr. Gordon has
been very cautious in his opi
nions on South Africa and
apartheid. He hasn't seer
enough to judge, he was say-
ing last week. He had found
people friendlier than he had
expected and has been given
V.LP. treatment.

Part of the programme ar-
ranged for him by the N.A.D.
has included a visit to housing
gl()]ec(q in various townships.

e will probably be taken

round some Reserves.

Mr. Gordon’s tour is being
managed by American Embassy
and United States Information
Service officials in whose
homes he has been living dur-
ing his stay here.

e e

GOVT. APPEALS IN OFS
INCITEMENT CASE

BLOEMFONTEIN.

IVE weeks after three Bloem-

fontein Congress leaders were
found not guilty and discharged
in the incitement case here arising
out of the April stay-at-home, the
Special Branch served on them
Government notice of appeal to
a Ihig]:ner court against their acquit-
tal.

The three are Mr. Caleb Mot-
shabi, Mrs. Jane Motshabi and
Mrs. Martha Mohlakoana,

After a four-day trial in De-
cember in the Regional. Court
they were found not guilty of in-
citing Free State Africans against
the pass laws, masters and Ser-
vants' laws and the Group Areas
Act.

On January 13 Special Branch
detectives called at the homes of
the three at 11.30 at night to serve
them with copies of the Govern-
ment notice of appeal.

During the Regionul Court trial
a string of police witnesses gave
evidence against the accused. An
African constable in the Special
Branch who had taken notes of
the speech by Mr. Motsabi at a
meeting on April 9 said under
cross-examination that he had
taken notes only of what he con-
sidered important. He said he had
understood very little because
“the accused could not express
himself well.” Tested in court this
witness did not manage to write
out his own notes when they were
dictated to him.

A second constable said he had
written down only what his inter-
preter had said to him, He pro-
duced a copy of New Age dated
April 2 which he said was the
“poison” which led the accused to
commit the crime.

All three accused gave evidence.

Nothing was said at their meet-
ing about pass laws and the
Group Areas Act, they told the
court, because the location autho-
rities had warned them not to
speak on any subject not men-
tioned in the permit to hold the
meeting.

\

The magistrat: upheld the de-
fence argument nat the three had
incited no one o break laws or
overthrow the Government but
had been demaniing a wage of £1
a day, not fron employers, but
from the Goverment in the form
of minimum wage legislation

—_———

Racing at
Kenilworth

These are Jamon’s selec-
tions for the Met.:

1. IRISH THUNDER
2. SYMPATHETIC
3. GYPSY HILL

4.‘ SIEGFRIED

Juvenile Handrap: FRENCH
DRAMA. Damer, Grabbo.

W&nhcrg Handcap B: DEEP
FREEZE. [Ihnger, Garrett’s
sclected.

Owners Handrap B: FLY

ROCKET. Daiger, Wavy.

3-Year-Old  Staxes: TOPPLE.

Danger, Tauru.

Wynberg  Stake: KNIGHTED.
Danger, Studeit Prince.

Kenilworth Staks: TROPICAL
PARK. Dange, Jenina,

Tuvenile Maiden Plate: NORTH
WIND. Dange, Sir Wallace.
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Passes And Protests In Evaiton

Laants =

Six women were arrested fo anti-pass demonstrations in Evaton last November, They were first bailed
out at £3 each. Later whenthey appeared in court they were found guilty and fined £30 each. An appenl

has been noted.

Some of the demonstraors who protested when the pass-issuing teams arrived in Evaton, are seen
in this picture sent to New Age by a reader. The woman in front was one of those arrested.

The women who took jasses in Evaton had to stand for howrs in the hot sun and young and old,
rich and poor, the crippled nd the blind were issued with passes, said an eye-witness. Many women fainted

in the queues.

Roodepoort Women Bullied
To Take Passes

"The Fight Goes—(-)—n," Say Leaders

From Rtebert Resha
ROODEPOORT.

"T'HE Govrnment is trying
everythiig short of brute
force to coere African women
in this little West Rand town
to take out rasses,
Women od age

“No Pas, No House”
Threat to Women

JOIANNESBURG.

Officials eny it, but men
being ejectec from Sophiatown,
now proclimed a “White
area,” are bing told they will
not get houss in Meadowlands
till their wves take out pass
books.

Last weekthere was the case

pensioners

Ressttlement Board to apply

for a hous« in Meadowlands
and was tol nothing could be
done for hin until his wife had
presented heself to be issued
with a pass 00k.

Mr. S wasn't having
anything of hat. When tackled,
the Resettlerent Board quickly
climbed dow and denied that
any such cadition had been
made. Backto the Board Mr.
S——— wet, to be politely
told he shoild notify the offi-
cials immeditely he was ready
to move to Teadowlands.

In Newclee, it is reported,
many womel have been forced
to take out asses in this way.

who went last week to draw their
allowances found themselves
pushed by NAD policemien from
the pension queue right into the
reference book gqueue. Some, re-
alising they were being tricked
into ‘akitg out reference books,

forfeited their allowances and
went home.
The threat to pensioners is

quite blatant: “No pass book, no
pension!’

Couples wanting to get married
must produce passes first.

Loudspeakers are being used to
tell the women to take out pass
books before January 20, and
pressure is being put on employers
to send their workers for the
books,

Policemen in flying squad cars
are stopping women 1n the streets
and demanding passes from them.

SECOND ATTEMPT

This is the second attempt to
force the women of Roodepoort
to carry passes., The first was
during December when over four
days the NAD pass-issuing unit
managed to issue only about 90
pass books and then left the area.
At that time the unit concen-
trated on the housewives in the
townships.

When the unit returned earlier
this month notices were sent to
employers in commerce and of
domestic workers telling them “the
law requires every Native over
the age of 16 years to be in pos-
session of a reference book . . ."”
—which of course is not yvet true
for women.

Housewives have been ordering
their domestics tc take out refer-
ence books and those who have
refused have been teld they will
be paid off.

“Many of us,” said ene Alyerly
woman, “are forced 5 take these
passes much AZainst our will. We
know the evil the passes have
brought to our homes. But what
can we do? If we lose our jobs
we will have no places to stay and
we will be compelled to go to the

(Continued in next column)

‘driver with an apologetic

TREASON TRIAL OFF TO
BAD START

(Continued from page 1)

and were bringing the accused to
Pretoria. The court adjourned till
after tea only to hear then that
the police transport had developed
engine trouble and broken down
en route.

The court adjourned once more
and this was just as well because
the loudspeaker arrangements
were also faulty on this first day.

RECORD TIME

Just before lunch a grey “ny-
lon™ pick-up van roared to a stop
outside the converted synagogue
and. singing Congress songs, the
21 missing accused clambered out.
The police van had done the trip
in record time—25 minutes.

“We rolled about in there like
sacks of mealies,” said one.

The police vehicle, brought
along to rescue the accused stand-
ing on a street corner near the
station from 7.30 a.m. to 1045
a.m. and introduced by the police
“Sorry
this is the best transport we have
for vou,” had twice developed ig-
nit.on trouble, but a garage on
the Pretoria road had finally
righted it,

By 2.15 p.m. the court proceed-
ings could at last get moving.

CHANGE OF VENUE

Alter the formal constifution of
the special court, Mr. Maisels
Q.C., leader of the defence team,
at once launched into an applica-
tion for a change of the trial ve-
nue to Johannesburg.

Not one of the accused was re-
sident in Pretoria, he said. On an
average the accused spent six

(Continued [rom previous col.)

reserves. We hope that the day i3
not far when we shall rid our-
selves of the passes.”

PROPAGANDA

In the townships the propagan-
da by the Municipal police is “It
is no use refusing to take refer-
ence books: your, leaders. Mrs

avand.

Viola Hashe 7nd Mrs. Mabel Bal-

four; naVe already taken out
Sooks.”
When I interviewed Mrs. V.

Hashe, she said: “Mrs, Balfour
and I still stand by our resolution
not to take reference books. Very
soon the lies of the Government
agents will be exposed and those
who have been bluffed will know

the truth, The fight against passes
is continuing in Roodepoort.”

hours travelling time daily. There
would be extreme difficulties in
the way of the accused and co-
conspirators consulting with de-
fence counsel.

There were at least two courts
in the Johannesburg Supreme
Court suitable for the trial and
able to accommodate the 30 ac-
cused without the Government
having to spend a single shilling
on alterations.

The physical and mental strain
of the accused during the long-
drawn-out proceedings would be
intensified by long hours of travel
each day.

Mr. Maisels then dealt with the
police reasons against Johannes-
burg as a venue and Mr. Justice
Rumpff mter}ecled “Isn’t that the
real point?

Mr. Rumpff added there need
not be demonstrations near the
courtroom but the mere presence
of hundreds of people who had
come to see their leaders would
create a strain. For trouble to
occur there need be only one
drunk in the crowd or one police-
man losing his temper.

Mr. Maisels replied that apart
from the opening day’s trouble
the preparatory examination had
gone on for over a year without
there being any mncidents. There
was great public interest in many
criminal cases and this was natural
and the reason why the courts
held open doors.

NOT AFRAID

Referring to police affidavits on
the danger of demonsirations near

the court, Mr. Justice Rumpff
said: “I’'m not afraid of the safety
of the court—not for a moment.”

The Attorney-General, Mr. W.
J. Mackenzie, who made a special
appearance in this trial to deal
with the change of venue applica-
tion, argued that the court had no
power to change the venue. The
powers of fixing the venue of the
special court had deliberately been
taken out of 1ts hands and vested
in the Governor-General.

If trouble broke out, he said, it

wonld be g2/d the "3_'15:. DrGsecu-

tion and ]udges werc to blame .

APPLICATION REFUSED

On Tuesday morning the appli-
cation for the change of venue to
Johannesburg was rejected. Rea-
sons will be given later.

Mr. O. Pirow intervened to say:
“The big cities are nothing short
of dynamite. The public safety is
more important than the conve-
nience of the accused.”

UP MY

ALLEY

IF any of you Northerners are
thinking of coming to bask

in the sun on the Peninsula
beaches you’d better make it
snappy. It looks as if this will

be the last summer before they
ring down the apartheid curtain
on what's left of our open
beaches.

Anybody who is looking for-
ward to mixed bathing will have
to do it beyond the three-mile
limit.

*

AND speaking about the sun,
the Yanks are trying to sell
Mr, Mikeyan some super sun-tan
lotion for use by Russian space-
men.
*

VERHEARD in the White

House: Why the heck
should we bother how far into
space those Ruskies get? We still
got Brick Bradford.

*

AS that one of our local
cloak-and-dagger boys I

saw skulking around the Michail
Kalinin in the Table Bay har-
bour? Was he looking for trea-
son or for caviar? Will he find
any? Don’t miss the next episode
of The Kreepy Krawler Karound
The Kalinin,

*
N the U.S.A. a judge sent two
little Negro boys to the re-
formatory because they kissed
a little white girl during a game
they were all playing together.
Pretty Grimm, huh?
*

IN Umtali, caddies at the Hill-

side Golf Club demanded an
increase in their fees after two
lions were seen near the club-
house and a lioness padded down
the fairway,

I'm sure they're entitled to
danger pay of at least £1 a day.

*

E anti-racial sportsmen
have their guns drawn over

the proposed visit of Frank
Worrell and his West Indian
touring team, and we cannot

TR EHE TR

By ALEX LA GUMA

O TS AU UG

blame them for wanting to line
their sights on games against all-
black teams ounly.

But instead of telling Frankie
boy to stay away. wouldn’t it be
more efiective if he did come
and was made to kick up a fuss
of his own right here under the
noses of the officials of apari-
heid sport?

*

IF sickly liberalism triumphs in
South Africa it will mean
self-destruction for Europeans,
suicide for the Coloured people
and enslavement for the Natives
under a chaotic policy of terror.
—Dr. Otto du Plessis.

Come, come, Otto. That’s not
sickly liberalism you're talking
about, it’s apartheid.

*

PEOPLE are now belly-aching
about the Cuban Casiro oil
purge.

*

THERE’S something I seem to
miss thiz week, Stirike me,
it’s that seat im Pretoria!
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Catholics Move Towards Co-

Existence. With Communists

THE

ADENAUER PREPARING
'NEW STALINGRAD’

—Say Social-Democrats

The German Sotial-Demo-
crats, the official opposition
party, have launched a sharp
attack on Premier Adenauer
following hi; statement last
week that the Soviet proposals
for a peace ftreaty should be
rejected out of hand.

Adenauver is “preparing a
second Stalingrad for the Ger-
man people,” an official Social-
Democrat statement declares.

He is accused of having
wasted eight years in pursuing
a hopeless “policy of strength.”
Not only has this policy failed
to bring reunification any
nearer, the Party says, but it
has proved itself futile in the

The Manchester Guardian
(Jan. 14) comments on Ade-
nauver’s statement that at the
time he made it, Adenguer
*was suffering from a feverish
cold, and this always goes to
his head in more senses than

CUBA’S new government has
announced that it will lift the ban
on the Popular Socialist Party—
thc country’s Marxist working-
class party, which was under-
ground for many years. Lazaro
Pena, secretary of the Cuban
Workers’ Federation has returned
from exile.

o

THE first African Youth Festi-

val, organised by the yvouth of
the eight territories of French
West Africa, was held at Bamako
on the Niger River in French
Sudan recently.

Backed by over 900 youth or-
ganisations the Festival was held
in preparation for the great
gathering of Youth and Students
to be held in Vienna at the end of
July, and is a clear indication that
African youth has entered the
world scene as never before in
history.

The festival had the full backing
of the government of French Su-
dan, which gave subsidies and fare
reductions to ensure the biggest
possible participation. Staff mem-
bers of government ministries
worked closely with the festival
committee. The Mayor of Bama-

ko and the President of French
Sudan spoke at the opening.
IRAQ

After meeting an international
vouth delegation, the Premier of
Iraq, Abdel Karim Kassim, has
pledged his support to the festival
and given his assurance that a
large delegation of Iragi youth
will be present.

This development all

is the

more significant when one remem-

bers that under the previous re-
gime, the vouth dclegates to the
Festival had to slip out of the
country illegally and -were im-
prisoned on their return.

Cosec (the Co-ordinating Secre-
tariat of Students) is participating
together with the International
Union of Students in the interna-
tional student commission prepar-
ing for the festival. :

new Pope, appears to be modifying the policy of rigid anti-
communism followed by his predecessor.

He has withdrawn recognition

Communist “Polish™

and

portance — and has eliminated
anti-Communists at the Holy See.

And now the Pope has fol-
lowed the discussions he has held
with the Primate of Poland, Car-
dinal Wyszynsky—who finds

work in harmony with the Polish
Communist government—with an
invitation to the acting-head of the
Roman Catholic Church in Hun-
gary, Archbishop Grosz of Kaloc-
sa, to visit him,

The governments of the social-
ist countries have always made it
clear that they recognise and pro-
tect the full freedom of the Catho-
lics and other religious groups to
worship. But in most countries the
chief source of conflict has been
the refusal of the church—which
before the revolution was a huge
land-owner, drawing great profits
from the exploitation of the land-
workers — to accept the land-
nationalisation laws. In all these
countries, Catholic church officials
have played a big part in the
counter-revolutionary attempts to
overthrow the governments and re-
establish capitalism..

from the missions accredited to the
Vatican on behalf of the anti-
-.Li‘
thuanian™ so-called governments-
in-exile—a gesture of obvious im-

some of the worst of the die-hard

it
possible for the Catholic Church to

Orbiting the

Sun

THE SOVIET PLANET. These pictures, reproduced from Pravda, show (left) the scientift instrument
confainer now orbiting the sun and (right) the instrument frame and battery container. The are resting,
for display purposes, in wheeled laboratory frolleys.

. D. N. PRITT, one of

- Britain’s most distin-
guished lawyers, has written
an article for.the U.S. period-
ical New World Review in
which, after obtaining first

Jhand information in Budapest,

he says about we trial of the
former Hungarian Premier
Imre Nagy:

“I have the clear view that
Nagy was guilty, that it was
morally impossible, when the facts
were ascertained, not to prosecute
him, and that the sentence of
death which was passed on him
would have been passed for a
similar crime in at any rate most
other countries.”

Mr. Pritt has a lifetime of expe-
rience fighting for the accused in
political trials all over the world—

in India, Pakistan, British Guiana,
Singapore, Uganda, Algeria, Gi-
braltar, Northern Rhodesia and
Kenya

A former Labour M.P., he now
" belongs to no political party.

gI’OLITICAL TRIALS

He expresses his opinion of
Nagy's guilt “notwithstanding
that, after a long experience of
political ftrials, I frankly do not
like them, and approach them al-
ways with suspicion. And 1 ex-
press it although I know that, for
a long time after the events of
1956, many well-informed Hunga-
rians thought that Nagy had been
nothing worse than a weak and
irresolute person confronted with
a situation which was more than

LE VIV

This team from Togo will be the first African soccer side

SOETENGYS -

FESTIVALS

in history

to participate in the Youth Festival Sports.

e could face.

“And I feel pretty sure that 1
should still hold the same opinion
if T had started with the idea, so
jealously cultivated by many
writers in the West, that the
events of 1956 were no more than
a spontaneous rising of the demo-
cratic masses in Hungary against
tyranny, instead of—as I am fully
convinced after long study—a
carefully organised attempt to re-
store a Fascist regime in Hun-
gary.”

He points out that Nagy was
tried by the regular courts under
the regular procedure—nof by a
special court or under emergency
laws.

DEATH SENTENCES

Of the sentence Pritt says: “I
do not like death sentences; few
seople do. and those few are to

be found almost wholly in the
circles who are protesting so
loudly against the execution of

Nagy.

“But the Courts of almost every
country would have sentenced him
to death, as T have said above, for
the crimes of which he was con-
victed, in the circumstances in
which he committed them.”

Discussing evidence of orga-
nised massacres which took place
after Nagy had come to power,
Pr tt says:

“Throughout that time, Nagy
the Prime Minister, who should
have been working actively to
suppress the massacres, remained
silent and inactive, doing nothing
to prevent them; and at the trial
he professed to have known no-
thing of what was happening.
These and other® derelictions of
duty on his part were long
thought to have been due to
weakness and vacillation; and it
was only when full investigations
were held into the activities of his
group that it graduvally emerged

D. N. PRITT INVESTIGATES
HUNGARY TRIAL
‘Nagy Was Guilty,” He Declares

that Pagy himself had been work-
ing tc bring about a rising and
installa new regime, with himself
at th¢ head of it, and had been
restorng many ‘Horthy’ fascists
to ofice for that purpose.

“It then became clear that he
had tkeen guilty of something very
differmt from weakness and vacil-
lation the evidence consisted
largel~—as already mentioned—
of dcuments bearing his hand-
writinz, and for the rest of testi-
mony from eyewitnesses -as to
what he was saying and doing at
the vial period. His own explana-
tions and denials in the witness-
box, and his attempts to throw
the bame on others, seem in re-
trospet only to make the matter
worse

“Tlere it is. It was a sad after-
math of a cruel and brutal at-
tempt to set back the march of
histoy in Hungary, an attempt
whiclt failed only by a narrow
margn.

“Aiwvone who sees Hungary at
work today rejoices that the at-
tempt did fail, and that the coun-
try 1snow building up its strength
again But any careful study of
the aze of Nagy should bring
convition that his prosecution
and «ecution were a necessity, re-
grettble only in the sense that it
is alvays regrettable to have to
rake over the past and mete out
punisiment to those whose guilt
is clar and whose crimes very
great’

Arsb Common Market

Th: Arab League FEconomic
Courcil has decided to establish
an Arab financial development
bank It is to work towards an
Arab cofnmon market spurred on
by fars that the European Com-
mon Market will discriminate
agairst Arab States.
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Anm;ﬂunti-sioviet Canard Exposed ,

Landstem’s Space Story
Shot Down in Flames

CAPE TOWN

a Landstem Phones

Russia and We Receive
the Big News—THE RUS-
SIANS HAVE A MAN
READY FOR I(PACE
TRAVEL.”

So read the main hadline,
in huge letters, on th: front
page of the Cape Townweekly
Die Landstem last wees.

The Landstem claimed that its
London correspondent ld ap-
proached the Soviet Embasy with
the request for a telephoie inter-
vew with either Premier Khrus-
¢hov or Prof. Anatoly Bagonra-
vov, head of the Soviet Academy
of Sciences and an expert «n space
travel.

“The Russians there ‘at the
London Embassy) quicdy had
him put through to Moscov where
he conversed with the grat Rus-
sian expert (Blagonravov) o bring
this exclusive interview drect to
you,” said the Landstem.

According to the interviw Rus-
sia had already selectd and
started training the first man to
be rocketed into space—a }0-year-
old bachelor named Ivan gorsky,
6ft, 2ins. tall and weighng 180
Ibs.

GUINEA PIG

“The man will be a guiea pig.
He has already been chosn from
among more than 1,00 who
placed themselves at our lisposal
for the test,” Professor Bagonra-
vov is reported to have sid.

The Russians planned to land
men on Venus and Mars in Sep-
tember, he added.

From the outset the interview
struck a phoney note, The profes-
sor sounded chauvinistic and
aggressive, “Within a vyear we
shall be in a position to destroy
any city in the world . . We
want peace but at the same time
we must be in a position to de-
monstrate the might of Russia . .
The capitalist world will have to
bow the knee to Russia before the
end of the year because Russia is
today the master of the world.”

The professor claimed to speak
on behalf of Nikita Khruschov.

ASTONISHED

The press world was astonished
by the Landstem’s “scoop” and
immediately bombarded Moscow
for confirmation. But the story was
at once shown up as a sordid
fraud.

“Highly developed fantasy,”
Professor Blagonravov exclaimed
when told of the interview he was
supposed to have given.

“Clearly the London correspon-

dent of Landstem used a hitherto

unknown achievement of techno-
logy enabling him to receive my
thoughts by telepathy. I have been
out of Moscow during the last few
days and gave no interviews to
anyone in London over the tele-
phone. .

“And, as so often happens, the
new ‘invention’ was imperfect, and
there were obvious distortions in
the deciphering of my thoughts.”

COLDING'S PETITION BASED|
ON BLATANT RACIALISM

lone, sulmitted to the Group
Areas Bard by Mr. G. J.
Golding,is an example of the
racialistic outlook engendered
by the Group Areas Act,

“Sir, ve the undersigned re-
sidents ind ratepayers and
occupiers in the proclaimed
area of Athlone herewith re-
cord ourstrong protest at the
erection of an Indian-owned
cinema—o wit—by either an
Indian o European individual
or compay or both. )

“Our easons for protesting
against his occupation are as
follows:

CAPE TOWN.
'I‘IHIS jetition against an In-
diancinema-owner in Ath-
“The mening of the Kismet
Cinema-built by an Indian,
Jeram W pame—and to be
occupied either by the Indian
himself a by African Consoli-
dated Tlkatres (Pty.) Ltd. will
mean the financial ruin of two
of the resent cinema owners
in Athloie. one of whom is a
Coloured man, viz. Mr. John
BIRTHS
To Philppz and Norman a
daughter. Toth well.

SOUND $SSTEM FOR HIRE

For Comerts, Parties, Fetes,
Sports, Gaeral Gatherings, etc.

PROGAN RADIO

Phone 69-128 Res. 69-3337

D. Starck, owner of the Regent
Cinema in Athlone.

“In terms of the Group
Areas Act, Athlone has been
proclaimed as a Coloured
Group area, especially chosen
by the Government as an area
which will serve as a testing
ground for the application of
the positive aspects of apart-
heid. Since it has been ear-
marked as the area where the
Coloureds will be given
every assistance and every en-
couragement to develop busi-
ness and commercial enter-
prises amongst their own peo-
ple, Athlone should at this
stage not become the grave of
Coloured business, as will be
the case if the Kismet is
allowed to open under non-
Coloured occupation.

“We object to the admission
of Chinese and Indians to the
said Kismet Cinema which ad-
mission is contrary to the pro-
visions of the Group Areas
Act. ——

“For these rcasons we pro-
test most vehemently against
the granting of a permit for
occupation of the Kismet
Cinema by a non-Coloured
group, and we earnestly re-
quest the Group Areas Board
to rcfuse to grant such a per-
mit or exemption for such
occupation.

“Sed. Geo. J. Golding
and others.”

A similar petition was sub-
mitted by a body called the
Coloured Business and Profes-
sional Association.

The Professor added that so far
no one had flown in a space
rocket and that such a flight
would take place only when there
would be “an assurance that the
man would return.”

The denial was splashed in the
South African press even before
the Landstem was officially on the
streets that week. The paper's
scoop had been killed stone dead.

Asked by New Age for an ex-
planation, the acting editor of
Landstem said: “We received the
story from our London correspon-
dent and printed it in good faith.
We have cabled for an explana-
tion which we will publish in the
next issue."

ANOTHER STORY

Far from apologising for taking
the public for a ride, however, the
Landstem’s next issue tried to
claim credit for its slander by
claiming in equally huge headlines
on the front page: “Landstem An-
ticipates the- Russians with their
own News.” The paper tried to
make out that Pravda had con-
firmed the Landstem's story b'K
announcing the following wee
that the next step in Russia’s space
programme was to send a manned
rocket to the other plapets!

The Landstem boasted of its
canard: “This was the first time im
the history of Afrikaans journal-
ism that the name of an Afrikaans
newspaper was on thousands of
lips in the foremost cities of th
civilised world.” .

Even if the lips were curled with
contempt.

THAT TELEPHONE

There remained the little matter
of the alleged telephone interview
with Professor Blagonravov which
the Landstem couldn’t laugh off,
however. But still the paper tried
to make the best of a bad situa-
tion. :

“The Landstem wishes to ex-|

nress its regret to him (P;sféssor
Blagonravov) that our London
correspouddnt attributed all the
news to him

“This was a misunderstanding.
Our representative made use o
the services of the Russian Embas-
sy in London and also of persons
in West Germany who are in
touch with the Russians by under-
ground channels and from whom
he obtained the facts about Rus-
sia’s plans for the future.”

When the truth goes under-
ground, who will bring it to light?
Certainly the Landstem missed the
mark. They printed a story which
was proved to be false and didn’t
have the courage to make a pro-
per correction. On the contrary,
they ftried to brazen it out.

But even though they put a
brave face on it. we hope they
have learnt their lesson and won’t
do it again. A repetition of such
incidents might ruin their credit
for good.

NEW SOVIET PUBLICATION

THE USS.R. IN
FACTS and FIGURES

Plastic cover — lavishly illustrated
The most useful volume yet
available on the U.S.S.R.

POST FREE 5/6d.

Other Soviet publications
also available.
Write for lalest catalogue to the
S.A. Society for Peace and Friend-
ship with the Soviet Union, P.O.
Box 2920, Johannesburg.

f (highly

SPORTSMAN _OF THE
YEAR—REPERCUSSIONS

The Sportsman of the Year
competition inaugurated by our
contemporary, the Golden City
Post, has met with a setback. It
announced the name of Basil
D'Oliviera as the winner of the
award, with Muleya second in the
general poll. )

D'Oliviera was the obvious
choice on merit to receive this
signal honour, and Capetonians

are proud of him, but it is the|’

award of the Coca-Cola Trophy
that has created an uproar. This
world-wide mineral water com-
pany has presented the trophy
together with an inscribed wristlet
watch, the Golden City Post re-
ports. ) .

Cape Town's sporting Council-
lor H. E. Parker immediately made
contact with the leading sports
administrators, deprecating the in-
troduction of commercialism into
amateur sports. Full support was
given to his views and in no time
a telegram was despatched to the
Post's headquarters in Johannes-
burg, expressing their displeasure
that a business house should pre-
sent a trophy of this nature. The
context of the telegram reflected
that an award of this nature
should come from newspaper or
sports writers as is the practice
throughout the world when mak-
ing sporting awards.

The average sports fan, although
delighted with the news that
D’Oliviera had won the award,
frowned at the prize of a Coca-
Cola Cup. Could it not have been
just simply the Sportsman of the
Year Trophy? If the trophv was
presented in sincerity, with no
business interest whatsoever, then
why the insistence on its being
known as publicised? Oh no sir,
we like our sportsmen to be
honoured, but not in this way.
D'Oliviera himself signified, after
the announgs™ _..., cua. 06 Wl
not want this award to be com-
mercialised, and would definitelv
not accept any of the awards if
they were to be merely a publicity
stunt.

The idea of a sportsman of the
year. mooted by the Post, is a
commendable one, for
some form of recognition must be
given to our leading sportsmen,
but whv not emulate the system
as practised in other parts of the
world when making this choice?
The ballot system as practised by
the Post was farcical. T overheard
a remark that one reader filled
in over ten forms with his cros¢
next to his “pal.” Similarly manv
readers submitted not one vote
but many, for a coupon was in
every issue from December. The
aggregate figures in this poll did
not reflect a high percentage of
voting. so that the actual voting
was unrepresentative.

To overcome this difficulty one
has to form a Snorts Writers'
Association comprising all sports-
writers throughout the countrv.
who shall be the sole judges in
choosing the Sportsman of the
Year. for they are in the best
position to do the iob.

The formation of such a bodv
is an immediate necessity in view
of the controversy that has arisen

READER'S VIEW —-WEST

INDIES TOUR

In connection with the West In-

SPORTLIGHT .,

by
"DULEEP”

i —

dies tour, Mr. Markat Ali, of
Vrededorp, Johannesburg, has an
interesting angle on why the West
Indies tour should not be sup-
ported. Here are his points:—

1. It conveys submission and
acceptance of apartheid conditions
by the S.A.C.B.C.

2. The tourists are open to in-
sult and abuse under the various
racial laws of the Union.

3. The tour camnot be a finan-
cial success, with only three tests,
apart from the total cost of
£15,000 for the entire tour, much
expense will also be “incurred
while the tourists are here.

4. The S.A. Board cannot, as in
the Kenya tour, expect financial
support from Non-European busi-
ness-men.

5. The West Indians too should
realise that, by their acceptance
of the tour, they are giving con-
sent to racial discrimination,

6. If the West Indians, White
and Black, believe in fellow team-
spirit, then they should totally
oppose this insult by the Union
government which is not prepared
:.o grant visas to a mixed touring
eam.

In summing up, Mr. Ali feels
that South Africa is now faced
with a grave decision—either to
accept the Non-White West Indies
tour and suffer racial discrimina-
tion, or sacrifice the tour and up-
hold and vindicate our honour.

Sound reasoning, Mr. Ali, but
the minds of the cricket adminis-
trators have been made up, accord-
ing to latest reports, and Worrell
with his twelve Non-Whites will
be here in November, happen
what may.

WE HEAR IT SAID ...

@ That Mr. Matt October.
famed physical culturist and pro-
minent compere of musical shows,
has been appointed Superintendent
of the newly built swimming baths
at Athlone, Cape. This has been a
Wwise and a good choice, for Matt
w_well knowil ihirepghcut Senth
Africa, in wrestling, cycling and
swimming, and with his versatility
will no doubt prove a rreat suc-
cess in his new post, He is the
first Coloured man to receive such
an appointment.

@ That Mr. H. Hendricks.
manager of the W.P. cycling and
athletic team, lodged his objections
at the S.A. Athletic Champion-
ships in Durban over the appoint-
ment of White officials to admini-
ster the events. The Board Presi-
dent, Mr. E. 1. Haffejee, informed
those concerned that Natal did
not have sufficiently qualified men,
thus being forced into accepting
White help.

@ That Mr. Hendricks did not
mind having White officials, but
since they belong to a body
which does not agree with our
Association, how can we employ
such people? This may jeopardise
our claims for Olympic recogni-
tion, he said.

@ That Simon Cox Nlapo, in
retaining the S.A. Open golf title
for a score of 272 over 72 holes
(16 under par), with the following
scores: — 67, 70, 68, 67, can claim
himself as the wonder golfer of
South Africa. But for the colour
of his skin, he would have gained
world recognition, for to return
such brilliant figures on the in-
ferior tvpe of courses Non-Euro-
peans play on, is indeed fantastic
and worthy of being lauded to the
rooftops.
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