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WHAT IS THE NATION-
AL WORKERS" CON-
FERENCE?

An assembly of delegates of
all the oppressed people to de-
cide on how to fight the tyran-
ny of the Nationalist Govern-
ment, struggle against passes,
job apartheid and demand a
national minimum wage of £1
a day and a higher wage for
all workers.

WHEN?

This week-end, Saturday and
Sunday March 15 and 16.
WHERE?

“Congress Square,” corner
Hamilton and Bevan Sireets,
Neweclare, Johannesburg.
WHO CAN SEND DELE-
GATES?

Any group of men and wo-
men, no matter how many they

are, should they live in the
same block or street or village
or town; or work together in
the same factory or office or
shop or farm.
WHAT IS THE CONFER-
ENCE AGENDA?
Saturday March 15

1 p.m.: Opening.

1.30: The people’s grievances
against the Government, harsh
laws and restrictions.

YOUR GUIDE TO THE NATIONAL WORKERS CONFERENCE

The Group Areas Act, apart-

heid and job reservation.
Sunday March 16

9.30 am.: The disabilities of
women.

The pass laws and passes for
women.

2.15 pm.: The demand for
£1 a day as a national mini-
mum_ wage and for increases
for all workers.

4 p.m.: The need for strong
unions. S
5.15 p.m.: The resolutions of

the conference.

THE SLOGANS OF THE
CONFERENCE:

FORWARD TO £1 A DAY
VICTORY.

THE NATS MUST GO.
o ASINAMALI! SIFUNIMA-
It
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CRUCIAL DECISION FACES
CONFERENCE DELEGATES

JOHANNESBURG.

DECISIONS of vital importance to the whole country will

be taken this week-end at the National Workers’ Con-
ference in Johannesburg, where workers from town and
country will meet to discuss their common needs and thrash
out a common policy of action.

With _the general election looming

ahead, workers without the vote will

speak _out their_grievances against

the load of harsh laws placed on

their_necks by the Nationalist Gov-

emment, and will vote for their

own demands:

@ for a national minimum wage |
of £1 a day;
@ against the nnss
@ against job and rmdcnhal
apartheic
From Ladysm!th and \«I\ddelbulg
the East and Western Cape. Bioem- |
fontein, Durban and the Reef and|
all  Johannesburg’s  townships.|
workers' steps will lead towards
Newclare, to_the hilly square over-
looking the Western Areas, where,
it is hoped, a new chapter in the
people’s struggles will be written.
This is seen evervwhere as a_“de-

cision _conference” and _delegates

and varticipants from factories and

townshins are eagerly debatine the

isenes_hefore it.

The £1 a day slogan has gained
popularity 2verywhere
it has been raised since last Febru-
ary, when it emerged during the
great Reef bus boycott.

GOVT. BLUFF
During the outery for higher

wages during the boycott the Mini-
ster of Labour announced that he

“Move over and let ME have a crack at him.”

Hopes For Settlement
Of ANC Dispute

JOHANNESBURG. lbc only a temporary step and a|uve that it found the action of the

HOPES for a settlement of ﬂle
dispute in the Transvaal ANC
continued fo rise this week. The
National Working Committee’s in-
tervention seems to have been wel-
comed by the branches though
some wanted fuller explanations of
the nature of the intervention.

A spokesman of the National|a
Working Committee told New Age
that the suspension of the Trans- [
vaal Executive could by necessity '

prelude to a full conference and
| proper elections.

Some
branches_responded to the call of

among the petitioning

the National Working Committee
to take mo part in the Lady Sel-
borne  meeting  of  petitioning
bianches, though others defied it
and continue to work as a pressure
group within Congress

Monday morping’s announccmcn!
by the Transvaal Provincial Execu-

National Working Committee in
)USNndmg the Transvaal Executive
“‘unconstitutional and high-handed”
threatened to bring new compll:\~
tions into an already highly com
plex situation. A meeting of |he
Transvaal Executive. though not a
full meeting, took the stand that the
Provincial Executive would continue
to fumcuon in office normally.
hough based on feeling
(‘éonunued on page 7)

that

would a score of indus-
tries and have new wage determina-
tions fixed.

He turned a blind eye on the tor-
toise-pace  of the wage-fixing
machinery of his department. and
he also told neither Parliament nor
the country that the Wage Board
investigations might leave wages
where they were or even cut exist-
ing wages—as in the milling mdus-
trv_(where workers by strike action

| defeated this step). and now in the
food and canning industry where

wage cuts have been ord‘red
throughout the country.
CONNECTIONS

Workers are quick to see the
nection between the £1 a

con-
day de-

Coloured Elections
Growing Support
For Congress
Candidates

CAPE TOWN.
_\S Thursday April 3 approaches,
+* the day when Coloured voters
go to the polls to elect representa-
| tives to Parliament, the indications
are that support for the Congress
candidates in the Cape Peninsula

Mr. Piet Vogel.

and Outeniqua (Elmrn (_spc) con-
stituencies is growing

In Port Elizabeth Plc( Vugcl the
Congress candidate nominated by
SACPO is storming the constituency
with his supporters. The main
areas. including Uitenhage, arc
already being vigorously canvassed
in spite of the fact that the cam-
paign commenced only last week.

STORM OF APPLAUSE

When he appeared at the Korsten
Hall (after a meeting called hv the
Nationalist candidate Mr. .
had been abandoned before lt had
even opened), Piet Vogel was met
with a storm of applause.
Sub-committees have been estab-
hshed in other centres throughout
{the large Eastern Cape area and
| thousands of handbills containing
the main points of Mr. Vogel's
election programme are beine dis-

m;unll the cn for an end to the | iributed . The Congress candidate’s

and arrests and 1l
the

other slooan‘ oi
Workers” Conference.

(Continued on page 5)

National |

the \ manifesto itself sets out clearly the
puhu' on which he is fighting the
| election and is based on the prin-

' (Continued on page 6)
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LETTER BOX

‘NEW AGE' REPORT
CRITICISED

What a distorted article your
paper wrote about the Transvaal
Conference held in Orlando on
February 23. 1958 (New Age,
27 February)! The reason is not
far to seek. Your paper has
deliberately set itself the task of
sowing disunity among the
people.

It stated that the petitioners
showed very little inclination for
a solution being reached. Instead,
they were content to be disrup-
tive. Indeed this is a strange
situation where people, given an
opportunity to voice their grievan-
ces, suddenly, for no apparent
reason, abandon their case and
indulge in fruitless matter. 1f
your report is correct, how do you
reconcile the demand for a reply
to the charges made in the peti-
tion (the Province had to reply,
of course) with the lack of enthu-
siasm they (petitioners) allegedly
showed?

Another serious allegation your
paper made was: there was no
distinction made between dele-
gates and observers. This is not
true because the Speaker ordered
the observers out, but the dele-
gates refused. It was then decided
by delegates that they (delegates)
should occupy seats on the left-
hand side of the hall facing the
Speaker. Where does this allega-
tion come from, then, that there
was no discrimination between
delegates and spectators as a
result of a plot made by peti-
tioners prior to conference? I
attach absolutely no importance
to your complaint that, in spite
of a letter notifying them to send
delegates only “Western Areas
and Madzunya Group” did not

abide by this order. Was there
any committee set up to ascertain
the number of observers in indi-
vidual branches? Of course not.
Your paper made wild guessing.
No valid reason was given why
observers should be excluded
from Conference.

Somewhere in your article you
mentioned that the “Madzunya
Group” was not_intent on any
solution being arrived at, but you
forgot that they were one of the

petitioners, and were as much
concerned as anybody else. As
for the hrase  “Madzunya
Group,” it is better left un-
answered.  Congress is nobody's
possession !

Your concluding remarks were
astonishing.  You actually want
us to believe that some of the
petitioners  will dissociate them-
selves as a result of the so-called
“disgusting gangster tactics™
adopted by some of the Peti-
tioners. We who attended con-
ference know perfectly well that
officials of the Province organised
volunteers—mark you who could
hardly sing the National Anthem.
Besides, I cannot see how some
of the petitioners will change
their minds, since the position
has not changed. Conference did
not reach any solution at all let
alone a satisfactory one.

would like to sound a word
of warning to New Age. If New
Age persists in giving inaccurate
reports about Congress, we shall
be obliged, don’t take this as an
empty threat, to boycott it. So
be very careful.

XILELE MASABALALA
14 Miller Street,

Sophiatown.

And Our Reply

Mr.  Masabalala alleges that
New Age publishes inaccurate
news about the ANC and

*hreatens us with a boycott if we
%Yon't cease this practice. All we
can sa, i0 reply is that no mews-

hav. done more than New'
T;: g m“ Wblicnse the policies
nd igng of the ANC, andi

e .
twe have alway$ sought to give
our readers accxrdte information
about the Cotigress. .
1t is just becavss New Age is
so deeply concerned abowt unity
in the ANC and amomé III;:
le that it has gon€ %o Im-
ﬁ‘; trouble to report the facts
of the present crisis. Remewtier
that the press was not .all_owed @
atfenid the Special Provincial Con-
fererice, We spent hours trying to
piece together witat happened at
the conferenice, and if there are
in our report slight errors of
emphasis, we ean assure our
readers that it is not due to any
bias or ill-will on our part, and
we would not hesitate to correct
them if they were brought to our
notice. n
There have been some eriti-
cisms (all except this one verbal)
of the New Age report from
both petitioners and supporters
incial i Nome

to vacate seats for delegates. It
was reported to us that at least
two of the petitioning branches
took formal decisions to ignore

the Provincial letter that -dele-
gates only should attend the
conference.

We used the term “Madzunya
group” to distinguish his sup-
porters from other branches in
Alexandra Township. 8

Some petitioners have firmly
condemned “gangster tactics"™—
others have not done so—perhaps
because they approve of them?

Throughout this crisis New
«ge has tried to avoid taking
sides in the dispute and has
above all else stressed the need for
unity ami a senl‘emem.fEd.

.

Support for ANC
in the Countryside

We are the people of Rooi-
jantjiesfontein. One day a man
came and told us how to go on
the right road. This man was
from the African National Con-
gress. So I ask you my African
people to give whatever contribu-
tions you can to Congress.

I am sure that even the Nation-
i itself does not

of the Pr
of these criticisms has yer con-
vinced us that our report was -
accurate.

The petitioners might have
pressed for a conference to air
their grievances but. once at it
with tempers inflamed, the tactics
of some amongst them played no
small part in obstructing the pro-
ceedings. Hour after hour was
lost begause spectators refused

alist g

believe in the success of its policy.
Tnstead of leading people to a
new standard of life as required
by modern civilisation with free-
dom, equality and fraternity, they
follow the platteland farmers who
cling to the feudal ideals of the
Voortrekher-—a return to slavery.

ANC.

Bakolobeng Tribe,
Rooijantjiesfontein.

A Warning
Repeated

HREE weeks ago we

warned you that New Age
was running  into  serious
trouble, caused primarily by
the serious fall-off in dona-
tions revenue. The situation has
not improved to any appreci-
able extent since then, in spite
of our appeais. )

Today we had to make out a
cheque for £800 for a ship-
ment of newsprint now being
off-Joaded at Cape Town
docks. We should have paid
for 1t a week ago BUT WE
DID NOT HAVE THE
MONEY TO DO SO. This big
single payment has now entire-
ly exhausted our current re-
sources. AT THIS VERY MO-
MENT WE HAVE NO

OUR
MONTH-END PRINTER’S
BILL AND OTHER ADMINI-
STRATIVE EXPENSES.

Those charges—in case you
are interested—will come to
well over £1,000. WE HOPE
YOU ARE INTERESTED, Be-
cause, if YOU are NOT inte-
rested, the time is_very near
when New Age will have to
close down.

We cannot save New: Age, as
we did last year, by a further
rise in price. That is out of the
question. Only  you, our
readers, can do so, and there is
only one way in which you can
do it: GIVE US EVERY
PENNY YOU CAN SPARE—
NOW! Please do not wait until
it is too late. Please do_ not
wait till we call on you. New
Age is as much your respons-
ibility as ours.

Some of our readers have
already responded t6 our ap-
peal, with the result that there
has been a marked increase in
donations this week. Tt was
this timely response which, in
fact, enabled us to meet the
urgent bill for newsprint,

Particular  thanks to the
group of women who, at 10
days notice. organised a giant
Jumble Sale for us in Johan-
nesburg. Special thanks, too, to
the anonymous donor who sent
us £100 and to Johannes of
Brits, a2 farm labourer, who
sent us 9/-.

They all helped to pay for
our newsprint. It is now up to
YOU to help us meet our
month-end accounts. PLEASE
FOLLOW THEIR EXAMPLE!

This Week’s Donations:

Johannesburg:
Jumble Sale £105.12.6, Park-
town Greenside  £2.10,

Playboy £3, J. Monthly £15,
Oniga Collections £3. Becker
{monthlv) S nknown
Friend £100, Jack £5. M and
?2 fg Johannes Kgasi 9s., Vic

Port Elizabeth:

Friend £1. Doc £1. Passerby
2.6d., Better-than-nothing 1Is.,
Friends £2. _

Cave Town:

JF. £5. HB. 36d. IB. 7s.,
Robot £1. Aaon (Collections)
£12.2, Sister £1, Harry £1.
M.G. £1. Ally Sisters £1. M.W.
£1. Premier 10s., R and B £5,
Mica £1, Concert £4.15, F.M.
(Fort Hare) 9s.. R and J. £10,
JB. £10. WE. £14. SLM.
Ils..  Twenty-first  Birthday
£60.11. Jo.W. 19s., Progress £2,
Flask £1.1.

TOTAL—£373 18s. 5d.

HAVE YOU SENT IN
YOUR DONATION
YET?

EDITORIAL

A TIME FOR ACTION

"[HIS coming week-end—March 15 and 16—the National .
Workers” Conference is taking place in Johannesburg.

Hundreds of men and women of all races from all parts of
the country will be coming together to voice their demand for

@ £1 a day and an all-round increase in wages;

@ An end to the pass laws;

@ Repeal of the Group Areas Act; and
@ An end to Nationalist misrule and apartheid tyranny,

Why is this conference taking place?
Because the masses of the South African people, starving and
oppressed, have decided that something must be done to improve

their lot.

During the bus boycott last year, businessmen, industrialists
and economists, the Johannesburg City Council and just about
everybody else except the people who sit in Parliament admitted
that most Non-Whites couldn’t live on the low wages they were
getting. There was talk of appeals to the Government, Wage
Board inquiries etc. BUT, IN FACT, NOTHING WHATSO-
EVER HAS BEEN DONE ABOUT IT. The cost of living has
gone up since then, but the people’s wages are as low as they
ever were. Their standard of living has fallen.

Workers’ trade unions are not recognised. Strikes are illegal.
When workers do try to negotiate with their employers over
wages, the Government and the police intervene and there are
baton charges, arrests, mass dismissals.

From all

parts of the Union come reports of continuing

Nationalist attacks on the people’s rights.

@® Families are broken up in the Western Cape, women
deported, husbands and fathers forced to live as “bachelors.”

The Zeerust terror is intensified as Verwoerd drives on
with his passes-for-women steamroller.

@ The Coloured and Indian communities in all centres live
in fear, with Population Registration and Group Areas threats

hanging over their heads.

To the people’s protests, the Government turns a deaf ear. In
the background looms the shadow of the treason trial, where the
people’s leaders face a capital charge.

The people can no longer bear these burdens uncomplainingly.
To accept apartheid means to submit to permanent inferiority

and humiliation as a lesser breed.

The South African people are not prepared to live as slaves.
They have seen that no one moves to help them until they move
to help themselves. So now they are going to stand on their own
feet, relying in the first place on their own strength, unity and
determination to win their demands.

No Non-White can take part in the general election. Now
they must state their case in another way, so that the whole
country and the whole world can understand what they want:

justice, freedom and equality.

Congressmen and women: close your ranks, set side your
differences, allow nothing to divide you, prepare for the struggle

ahead.

® FORWARD TO THE NATIONAL WORKERS' CON-

FERENCE.

@® UNITE AND FIGHT FOR £1-A-DAY.

JOB RESERVATION THREAT
IN PORT ELIZABETH

Recently Mr. J. A. P. Nel, Na-
tionalist M.P. for Port Elizabeth
North, said at the first public
meeting of his election campaign
that job reservation would be in-
vestigated at the motor assembly
and tyre factories in the near
future.

He emphasised that “an end
must be put to this state of
affairs.” The state of affairs that
he was referring to was the fact
that the majority of workers em-
ploved en the assembly plants and
in the tyre factories were Coloured
and African. He further said that
the first right in South Africa was
the right of the Whites,

. The local committee of SACTU
is already taking this matter up,

and an appeal has gone out to the
motor and tyre workers to join or
form a union now, so that when
the Industrial Tribunal starts con-
ducting job reservation enquiries,
we can ready to meet the
challenge.
. If job reservation is introduced
into the motor and tyre industry,
the livelihood of thousands of
African and Coloured workers
wiil be affected. This applies par-
ticularly to Coloureds, as the as-
sembly plants, along with the shoe
industty, are almost the only
spheres in  which appreciable
numbers of Coloureds can find
employment.

Yours in the struggle,

MELVILLE FLETCHER

9 Court Chambers,
Port Elizabeth.
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AN.C. CRISIS CLEARS:

NATIONAL WORKING
COMMITTEE STEPS IN
FOR UNITY

“All Hands To The Workers' Conference”

JOHANNESBURG.
'THE crisis in the Transvaal
African National Congress
looked like clearing towards
the end of last week with the
news that the National Worki
Comnmittee of the Congress had
decided to intervene in the
situation and called on all
members and branches to co-
operate in seeking a unity settle-
ment,

We print below the full text of
the statement by the Working Com-
mittee:

The National Working Commit-
tee of the African National Con-
gress has considered with grave
concern the situation of the organi-
sation in the Transvaal. A special
conference was convened by the
Transvaal Provincial Branch of the
ANC to consider petitions submit-
ted to it, expressing the grievances
and dissatisfaction  which certain
branches feit arose from the an-
nual provincial conference held last
year.

Failure of the Special
Conference

All those who were concerned
with the welfare of our organisa-
tion shared the hope that the
special conference would resolve,
once and for all, the problems
which had created such sharp divi-
sions within the Province, dissipated
the energies of our active members
for months and now were threaten-
ing 10 pal‘alyse our orgamsauon at
a ume when we are faced with
momentous tasks in our struggle
against Nationalist tyranny.

The special Conference of the
Transvaal branch, however, failed
to resolve the problems and to
forge that unity which would re-
direct the attention and energies of
the members to their vital task.

No Violence or Hooliganism!
Certain elements at the confer-
ence demonstrated a flagrant disre-
gard for the welfare of the organi-
sation, its policy, discipline and
democratic procedure, and resorted
to tactics of coercion, intimidation
and violence. Our organisation has
repeated.y siressed that neither in
its struggle for liberation nor with-
in itself does it tolerate methods of
terrorism and  violence. These
methods do not serve any con-
structive purpose. Our organisation
provides adequate democratic
channels for the redress of griev-
ances and the settlement of dis-
putes, Under no circumstances can
methods of violence and hooligan-
ism be justified, as these only scrve
to wreck the organisation. The Na-
tional Working Committee con-
demns these acts of hooliganism as
subvcrsxve and calculated to under-
e and wreck the organisation,
a calls upon all members of
Congress to condemn them,
matter is being investigated and
appropriate steps will be taken to
deal with those who are responsible
for this serious breach of discipline.
A Call to Both Sides
The situation ‘in the Transvaal
Province is rapidly deteriorating. It
is the solemn duty of every mem-
ber to avoid any further deteriora-
tion and to alter the course of
events from one of great disunity

to one of greater unity. We cannot
allow a situation which will nullify
all the historic gains won by our
organisation in the past few years,
which have cemented our people
into that mighty force which has
shaken the very roots of Nationalist
tyranny.

It is with this purpose in mind
that the National Working Com-
mittee has now decided to inter-
vene in the situation and to call
upon all members and branches of
Congress to co-operate in saving
the organisation from disaster.

It is essential for the purpose of
facilitating the intervention of the
National Working Committee and
forging the desired unity that ali
parties to the dispute should cease
activities forthwith (irrespective of
who is right or wrong) and co-
operate with the National Working
Commuttee in finding an_amicable
seitlement of the issues, The Work-
ing Committee accordingly directs
the Provincial Executive to suspend
all its activities as an Executive
pending a special conference to be
convened by the National Working
Committee.” The branches  which
submitted petitions, and which evi-
dently formed a commi.tec to act
for them, are now called upon to
dissolve that committee forthwith.
We have no doubt that Congress
members who have the interest of
the oiganisation ai heart and who
cherish_its principles and his:oric
goal will rally to the call for unity.

Working Committee
Taking Over

The National Working Commit-
tee Is setting up machinery to ad-
minister_the affairs of the Province
and  will communicate with al.
branches in due course. In the
meantime the administration of the
Province will be handled by the
secretariat of the National Working
Committee,

Our internal differences are im-
portant but they should not over-
shadow our struggle against the
enemies of the people—the Nation-
alists. Leg us, if we must. differ in-
ternally bu: let -us remain_united
and solid in our struggle against the
Nationalists.

The National Working Commit-
tee calls upon every member of
Congress io redoubie his efforts to
make the National Workers' Con-
ference a success and the mightiest
demonstration against the National-
ists,

REQUISITION

—Says National Call

Berrange Recovering
from Stab Wounds

JOHANNESBURG.

Despite the stabbing attack on
Advocate Vernon Berrange. he will
appear at the treason trial of the 91
accused. Mr. Berrange piayed a
most prominent part in the defence
lhrougboul most of lhe preparatory
examination.

Mr. Berrange is. well on the wav
to recovery and is expected to be
released from a Johannesburg nurs-
ing home shortly.

Mr. Berrange made a statement
in which he said the assault had no
pol.tical motive behind it. He said
he had been stabbed in the back
“by a European whom I know.” Hi

wife and daughter were present at|

the time.

JOHANNESBURG.

THEY came, they saw but

did not conquer. Sour-
faced and thoroughy disap-
poinied, leading figures of the
Non-European  Unity Move-
ment who invaded Johannes-
burg last week retreated and
went home without addressing
a single public meeting.

Mr. Ben Kies, Dr. Murison,
Councillor Viljoen and others
came here to discuss plans for
advancing the boycott of the
elections by the Coloured
people in the Transvaal. They
had expected to address huge
public meetings.

Their plans collapsed when
in committee stage d.scussions
between the “Unity Move-
ment” and the five individuals
inciuding Mr. Adams Daniels
who resigned from SACPO on
the issue of contesting the Col-
oured seats could not reach
any agreement as to the tac-
tics to be adopted in the “boy-
cott campaign.”

The ex-SACPO group had
formed themselves into a com-

UNITY MOVEMENT FLOPS
IN JOHANNESBURG

mittee called the “Votes For
Ali  Committee,”  but the
“Unity Movemen." group re-
lused to organise the boycort
under that banner and wanted
a branch of the Anti-CAD to
be formed here to carry out
their campaign.

Mr., Damels is reported to
have said that he totally dis-
agreed with the views of the
Anti-CAD  and  the Unity
Movement and in fact he in-
tended to withdraw his resigna-
tion from SACPO as soon as
the question of the elections
was over, Another fact which
sharpened  the disagreement
was the fact that the “Unity
Movement” group refused to
give their support to the forth-
coming  National  Workers’
Conference.

Finally when it was clear
that no common ground could
be 1eached the “Unity Move-
ment” packed away the circu-
lars they had brought from
Cape Town which would have
invited the public to meetings
held under their banner, and
went home.

laws, e women were angered

We Don't Want Passes!

Some of the women were dressed in_their tribal ragxlm when a
deputation of women trom various African townships in the Cape
protested to the Mayor last week against the operation of the pass

law that they must carry passes, A further demonstration was

planned to take place at Langa this week, but has been postponed

to allow the ANC committee sufficient time to mobilise the people
on a mass scale in opposition to the pass laws.

when the Mayor said it was the

COMMITTEE

DISSOLVES ITSELF

JOHANNESBURG.

Last week the Requisition Com-
mittee announced that it had agreed
to dissolve because the “grievances”
conference had been called.

Below is the full text of the
statement, signed by Mr. John
Gaelsewc. as chairman of the Re-
quisition Committee.

The  Requisition Committee
agreed to dissolve itself on Febru-
ary 22, 1958 as the conference to
discuss the grievances had been
called.

No decision was taken by the Re-
quisition Committee at any stage of
its existence to confiscate the pro-

perty of the Transvaal Province of

the African National Congress. The
Requisition Committee had no
knowledge of any inteniion to con-
fiscate the property nor was it con-
nected in any way with the re-
moval of the furniture.

The Requisition Committee was
not fighting against the policy of
the African National Congress but
fully supporied all its policies.

In order to solve the present
crisis in the Transvaal I appeal to
the National Execitive Committee
of the African National Congress
to intervene.

JOHN GAETSEWE
Chairman Requisition

Committee.

ANC GREETING TO |
GUIANA

JOHANNESBURG.

Mr. Oliver Tambo, Secretary of
the African National Congress,
has sent a message of support to
Dr. Cheddi Jagan, leader of the
People’s Progressive Party in Bri-
tish Guiana on the occasion of
the party’s sixth annual congress.
Praising the victory of the
People’s Progressive Party in the |
recent elections Mr. Tambo said:
“We have watched your struggle
with keen interest, hence our
pride in the progress of
Guianese whom we salute on this
memorable occasion. 1 wish your
conference every success in its
deliberations and its great task
of achieving complete indepe
dence from foreign domination.

the |

NUDW CONFERENCE

CAPE TOWN.

HE 2Ist Annual Conference of

the National Union of Distri-
butive_ Workers wiil be held in
Cape Town on Saturday March 15
and will be opened by Mr. H.
Wright of the Commercial Travel-
lers’ Union.

The resolutions which will be dis-
cussed at conference include items
such as the IC. Act, Coloured
| Education, World Peace and the
| banning of Trade Unionists.

“We consider that (job) reserva-
| tion cannot be in the interes: ol
either European or Non-European
workers,” says the resolution on the
IC. Act. “We resolve to oppose
any attempt to impose job reserva-

tion in the distributive trade.” And
further. “We demand that this Act
be removed from the Statute Book.”
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WORLD STAGE

ARAB-ISRAELI RELATIONS
ARE EXPLOSIVE

Writes U.S. National Guardian Editor CEDRIC BELFRAGE
In This Article Written On‘His Visit To The Middle East

MORE was heard about the Arab-Israeli

question than about any other at the re-
cent Afro-Asian Cairo Conference, both in

ings and in infc 1 c i Most
Arabs (whether Egyptians, Lebanese, Syriaps,
Palestinians, Jordanians, Iraquis) are—like
most Jews—very subjective in stating their case
and passionately convinced that right is on
their side. After listening to them for a week
you feel that the situation is as dangerously
explosive as ever.

So far as I know, not one note of sympathy for
Israel was expressed throughout the Conference.
Since nearly all African and Asian countries and
many political shadings were represented, it would
be foolish to brush this off under the heading of
“domination” by Arab states, by Moscow or by
anyone else.

Mrs. Rameshwari Nehru, one of the chief sponsors
and India’s delegation leader, led off on the first
morning by referring to “the recent aggressive at-
tack made on your (Egypt's) independence by three
Western imperialist powers.” This is the general
Afro-Asian attitude toward Israel since the Suez
affair.

For Asians and Africans, Israel placed itself firmly
in the hated imperialist camp by attacking a meigh-
bour in concert with France and Britain. It continues
in close military alliance with France, which is
slaughtering the Arabs’ brothers in Algeria.

THE WEDGES *

During the Conference, Ben Gurion’s bid for mili-
tary aid from West Germany seemed to make the
point even clearer. A Syrian delegate put it thus:
“Imperialism has created certain supports such as
Israel in the heart of the Arab world, and the gov-
ernment of Taiwan, and driven them as wedges into
our homelands to stop our progressive liberation and
cconomic development and striving for solidarity.”

This generally hostile attitude does not mean that
leaders of the Afro-Asian liberation movements have
forgotten the horrors from which thousands of Jews
fied to Israel.

But in a memorandum on the new refugees caused
by “international imperialism and Zionism,” the
Palestine delegation pointed out that “the only
crime” of the Arab nation was to be living on the
spot chosen for a'Jewish haven.

The Palestine delegation consisted of leading Arabs
from Gaza, where some 230,000 of the 1,100,000
Arab  refugees have been
hiving for nearly ten vyears.
Half-naked and riddled with
disease, they are jammed into
tents and mud-houses with an
allowance  of  1,400-1,500
calories a day (nothing for
some 125000 children born
since 1951) and with minimal
school facilities for less than
half of the children. The UN
relief agency strives heroic-
ally to house and feed them
& on S2 a month per head.

THE DIFFERENCE

This is obvious material for “anti-imperialist and
-Zionist” pamphleteering, and thousands of such
pamphlets—some factual and effective, some merely
wild and inflammatory—were distributed at the Con-
ference by Palestine and other Arab delegations.
After the Conference, 35 delegates were flown to
Gaza to see for themselves.

Herz one sees a principal reason why the West can
get nowherc in its efforts to stir up Afro-Asians
against “Soviet imperialism.” customarily symbolised
by Hungary. The Afro-Asians are well aware that
thousands of Hungarian refugees have been flown out
for settlement in West Europe and America and huge
sums have been coliected for them in every “free
world” country.

There is nothing at all for the Arab refugees un-
less they will accept re-settlement in places where
they don’t want to go (they merely want to go home).
For Afro-Asians. this is further proof that all Wes-
tern “generosity” is as politically inspired as are the
outpourings of dollars to Israel in their eyes. Also,
to inspire it, one had better be white.

Some of the demands of the Arab Higher Com-
mittee for Palestine (such as “abrogation” of the
Jewish state and repatriation whence they came of

all recent Jewish immigrants) are totally unrealistic.
But the demand for cessation of immigration into
the present Israeli state are regarded by many as
the present Israeli state is regarded by many as
THE DISTINCTION
Many thoughtful Arabs see their ultimate libera-
tion in a big country “from the Atlantic to the
S\ Persian  Gulf,” possibly in
some kind of loose federa-
tion. This, they say, could
include the Jewish people
“provided they are willing to
live like citizens, not like
Zionists.”
They claim that this ap-
als to large numbers of
Israelis, who are irked by the
| confined boundaries within
which they can move, and
who want to live in an at-
mosphere of peace rather than on a perpetual
“brink.” Meanwhile these Arabs want the original
Palestine to be restored as a country in which ali
would have equal rights,
met many such Arabs who showed no ftrace of
“racism” but were careful to distinguish between
Zionists and Jews in general.

THE DANGERS

There were. however, enough elements in and
around the Conference to indicate the danger that
moves toward conciliation might be drowned be-
neath racist intolerance on both sides, if the West
continues on its present course, One figure haunting
the Conference lobbies was a “journalist” from the
Is.anbul Islamic United Nations, which lauds Gerald
L. K. Smith and Hitler in its crude.y venomous anti-
Semitism. Nobody knows who finances its weckly
English-language edition circulated, as the man told
me, “widely in your Southern states.” .

In a corner of the long, pillared room where white-
govned and turbaned men served lemonade in Con-
terence intermussions, Mrs. Nehru had this to say:

“Yes, [ am worried about the possible growth of
racial intolerance in this part of the world, although
the people are not racist-minded if left alone. Some
of the Arabs are too rigid, even if most of the right
is on their side.

“When they say they want all to share Palestine
and live equally in peace, without any more immi-
gration, that is good. But I don't like their insistence
that they must get back all the land tha: was taken
from them and that those who have it must leave.

“I am a refugee myself—my family. once the
wealthiest in Pakistan, were turned out w'th nothing.
But we have decided to stop protesting about it be-
cause we know it can't be changed peacefully; others
have the iand and are now equally convinced they
have a right to it. Is is useless vindictiveness to con-
tinue the process of causing suffering to right past
wrongs. We must all begin to understand that and
seek for compromise, no matter how greatly we were
wronged.”

THE SPOTLIGHT

The comparative moderateness of the resolution on
Palestine testified to the joint wisdom of the Con-
ference. It “adopted” the Palestine delegation’s report
on the refugee situation and oppression of Arabs in
Israel; declared Israel a “base of imperjalism”
threatening security in the region; and sympathetic-
ally endorsed the Arabs' general ‘“rights in Pale-
stine” and to return there.

Taken in ith r Luti the
implication was that if imperialists would stop fishing
for advantage in the Middle East, and the emphasis
were transferred to general economic revival, a peace-
ful solution could be found. The spotlight of guilt
must be held firmly upon imperialism.

Some at the Conference were cheered by a news-
paper report of proposals made by the new “Third
Force” movement in Israel. This se.f-critical moye-
ment has condemned Israeli propaganda implying
that only a violent solution is possible, and proposed
as a basis for discussion Arab recornition of present
Israeli boundaries, repatriation and compensation of
Arab refugees, abolition of discrimination against
Arabs in Israel, return of Arab property and partial
federation of the Middle East.

The Arabs have a strong case in simple justice.
The Jews’ sufferings have been caused not by Arabs
but by “free world” members.

A POUND A DAY!

1. MORNING ON THE DOORSTEP. £1 A DAY! FLAT

WORKERS EARN FROM £7 TO £9 A MONTH PLUS

- ACCOMMODATION. LOCATIONS IN THE SKY RE-
MOVALS HAVE HIT THESE WORKERS HARD.

2. EARLY FLOUR DELIVERIES. “UNZIMA LOM-
TWA LO”—THE LOAD IS HEAVY, SAYS THE
WORKERS’ CONFERENCE LEAFLET, JOHANNES-
BURG MILLING WORKERS WHO EARNED £2.18.3 A
WEEK LAST YEAR HAD THEIR WAGES INCREASED
TO £3.5. BY THEIR MILITANT STRIKE THIS YEAR.
BUT THAT ONLY APPLIES TO JOHANNESBURG: IN
SPRINGS FOR EXAMPLE MILLING WORKERS STILL
GET ONLY £2.12.6 A WEEK.

UNEMPLOYMENT MOUNTS
IN BRITAIN TOO

Well over 400,000 people in
Britain are now unemployed and
the number is expected to reach
half a million in the next few
months.

This is the estimate of British

The situation gives the lie to
Prime Minister MacMillan’s smug
claim that Britain’s workers “have
never had it so good.”

Tin-piate  workers and_builders
. are among the hardest hit. Ship-
trade union leaders following the|building and ship-repair workers,
publication of official figures show-| machine-tool  craftsmen.  among
ing that unemployment had in-|others, are also being laid off: and
creased by 129,000 between Sep-|as Labour Mr. Edwin Gooch
tember last vear and January this|estimated, 10,000 farmworkers are

year. unemployed.

Greetings To

Conference
THE ANC

regards the pass laws as
Enemy Number One, and will
put forward to the National
Workers’ Conference its strong-
est opposition to the passes,
and its_determination to fight
for their abolition, for an im-
mediate end to the daily raids,
and the immediate withdrawal
of the regulations compelling
women to carry passes.

e African National Con-
gress has agitated for a mini-
mum wage of £1 a day. It re-
gards this task as its ‘baby’ and
wli do everything to see that
it supports this demand of the
workers by calling on Africans
of all walks of life to attend
the conference to firmly chal-
lenge the Nationalist Govern-
ment to satisfy the workers’ de-
mand for £1 a day.

CONGRESS OF
DEMOCRATS

SACOD is proud to associ-
ate itself with the National
Workers’ Conference. We see
in the Conference an oppor-
tunity for the voteless in S.A.
to demand an end to the
misery of starvation, low
wages, pass laws and other re-
sirictive laws and to pian a
campaign to win for them-
selves the right to live as hu-
man beings.

ANC YOUTH
LEAGUE:

“We call upon the youth
who are the most hard hit by
the  Nationalist fascist laws
such as pass laws, low wages
ete. to rally solidly to the con-

ference. All sections of the
vouth, factory workers, stu-
dents, nurses and sporting

bodies must send delegates to
the workers’ conference.

“In ail countries the youth
are a spearhead of the libera-
tion movement.”

FEDERATION OF
S. AFRICAN WOMEN

As HOUSEWIVES, as MO-
THERS, as WORKERS, wo-
men are vitally concerned with
the National  Conference of
Workers.

The Federation of S.A. Wo
men calis upon women of all
races to send delegates to this
great conference—wages. job
reservation. passes, apartheid.
group areas—ALL THI
WOMEN'S BUSINESS AND
WOMEN WILL BE THERE!

TRANSVAAL INDIAN
CONGRESS:

“We are interested in getting
the Nats out. Any action in
that direction will receive the
full support of the Indian
people.”

SACPO

Calls on the Coloured people
to piay their full part in the
struggle against apartheid. The
return of Beyleveld and Vogel
to Parliament will be a mighty
contribution to the end of the
Nat regime.

or autonomy,
autonomous governments at Dakar
and Brazzaville,
that they wish to remain within
the French Union,

—The
Workers

Call Goes

Out From Early Morning When The Flat-
Are Busy At Their Polishing, To Evening When

The Night-Watchmen Prepare To Go On Their Rounds

3. LUNCH BREAK ORGANISING. LAUNDRY WORKERS READ £1 A DAY LEAF-
LETS DURING THEIR LUNCH HOUR. WAGES IN THIS INDUSTRY RANGE

FROM £3 TO £4 A WEEK.

AFRICAN PARTIES UNITE:

The three main political parties in
French  West
have decided to unite on a joint

Equatorial ~ Africa

rogramme based on the demand
with two central

The parties say

GERMAN DEMOCRATIC RE-
PUBLIC now stands fifth i
Europe in volume of imdustrial
output, after the Soviet Union,
Britain, West  Germany, and
France, and ahead of Italy and
Czechoslovakia. Her first atomic
reaction is in operation and plans
are under way for her first atomic
power station.

4. TIME FOR THE
NIGHTWATCHMEN. IN
SOUTH AFRICA’S MOST
CRIME-RIDDEN CITY
THE NIGHTWATCH PA-
TROL IS AN INDISPENS-
ABLE SERVICE. YET
SOME OF THE MEN WHO
PATROL THE FACTO-
RIES, GUARD THE
SHOPS AND HOUSES—
AND OFTEN GET IN THE
WAY OF THE WEAPON
OF THE DESPERATE
CRIMINAL—EARN  NO
MORE THAN £9 A
MONTH. THERE ARE
GREAT WAGE DISPARI-

PEOPLE'S PLAN

(Continued from page 1)
Said some, interviewed at ran-

om:

@® “The ghost squad stops us in
the streets for our passes and we
are fired for coming late to
work . . "

@ “We take our children out of
school and send them to work be-
cause we can't keep going on our
wages . ..

“We are worn out from hard
work but we don’t see the money
we work for ...

The World Federation of Trade
Unions has commented that the £1
a day demand will be a challenge
to colonial wages everywhere, and
the South African campaign will
have repercussions all over the
continent,

PORT ELIZABETH

The workers are _energetically
preparing for their Conference in
Johannesburg. Daily the postman
brings a pile of letters containing
postal orders.

“Please send receipt, the workers
must see 1 sent money,” is the type
of request that is in the covering
letters.  The workers count every
penny and they want to know if it
has reached the correct destination.
They send small amounts:
12/6; 7/6. That is what they can
barely afford, yet these add up until
they “have raised £300 which is
what the workers from the P.E./
Uitenhage area are to pay for the
| two trucks in which they are going
to_travel to Johannesburg,

They are determined to go to the
Great Conference to discuss what
to do to impress upon their em-
ployers that £1-a-day is the barest
]rmmmum on which a worker can
ive.

CAPE TOWN

Over 1,000 workers have been
canvassed in this area and over
£100 raised to send delegaies to
the Johannesburg conference.

Typical of the response has been
the sending of £4 by workers at the
Explosives factory in  Somerset
West. They are unable to send a
delegate themselves, but raised the
money to help send delegates from
the Cape area who will protest on
their behalfl against the miserable
sum of £8 a month they receive in
| wages.

A solidatity meeting will be held
on the Grand Parade, Cape Town,
on Sunday March 16, starting at

TIES AMONG  NIGHT-|2.30

WATCHMEN WHO WANT
TO KNOW WHY SOME
GET ONLY £9 A MONTH
WHILE THOSE IN THE
DISTRIBUTIVE TRADE
EARN £15 A MONTH.
5. ORGANISE! THE NA-
TIONAL WORKERS’ CON-
FERENCE FOR NATION-
AL LEGISLATION FOR £1
A DAY IS AT HAND.

Kimberley Union
Meeting

KIMBERLEY.
The African General Workers'

Union held a public meeting on
0| February 25 at which it was decided
to send a delegation to the Natjonal
Workers’ Conference in Johannes-
burg. A resolution was also passed
expressing solidarity with the Ama-
to textile workers.

Speakers were Messrs J. Mampe,

W. Sebolai and David T. Noka.

230 p.m.

Race Classification
at Heatherdale

From Billy Mokhonoana

BLOEMFONTEIN.
I{ACE classification -officials
airived in the Heatherdale
Coloured township here re-
cently, and the small commu-
nity are filled with horror and
resentment at the treatment
being meted out to them under
the  Population Registration

Ct.

. People who have been under
investigation say the officials
have been going to extremes in
order (o re-classify people and
the questions put to the victims
include inquiries into the race
of their partners in any phy-
sical relationship they ~might

ave h

If a person admits that he
has had relations with an Afri-
can he or she is classified as
African, and vice versa,

In another instance, one of
a pair of twins was classified
African ~ and  the  other
Coloured,
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~ MARTIAL LAW IN
TRANSVAAL RESERVES

Clergyman And Lawyer Banned

JOHANNESBURG.

DICTATOR Verwoerd has ordered virtual martial law for four large areas in the Transvaal and,
ruling by proclamation in terms of the Native Administration Act, has ordered their peoples to be
sealed off from the rest of the country (and the outside world).

In each of the arcas Native
Affairs Department policy has been
taking a nasty beating and the
people have risen almost as one to
oppose him.

ZEERUST is lhc hottest spot of
all, with the people in open revolt
against passes for women.

MAMATHO) the _tribe has
time and again refused to move
from their ancestral land, and Par-
liament had to pass a special
measure to force them out in the
hurried, pre-election session this
year.

SEKHUKHUNILAND is up in
arms against Bantu Authorities,
the deportation of four leading
tribesmen and the suspension of
their Paramount chief for first one
month, and then three months.

There has also been trouble in

RAMAGOEP’S ATION, near
Soetmekaar in the ZOUTPANS-
BERG.

NEW OFFENCES

In terms of the proclamation it is
an offence to enter or leave these
areas without a permit.

It is an offence to make any
statement, verbal or written, in
these areas which is intended or is
likely to have the effect of sub-
verting or interfering with the
authority of the state.

Orders were served this week
prohibiting the Anglican clergy-
man, the Rev. Charles Hooper, and
his wife, and attorney Mrs. Shula-
mith Muller from entering the pro-
hibited area.

The penalty for entering without
a permit before the proclamation
was a fine of £25; now it has been

THE ZEERUST

TRIALS DRAG
ON

Yet another large and serious
prepartory examination into alle-
gations of arson opened this Mon-
day at Leeufontein.

The jail is still crowded with
Baphurutse awaiting trial. Prepara-
tory examinations have been going
on since February 3, with some
breaks in between.

At BRAKLAAGTE 13
committed for trial for arson.

In the first LEEUFONTEIN pre-
paratory proceedings, also on
charges of arson, all the accused,
with a few exceptions, were com-
mitted for trial.

At MOTSWEDI the accused
charged with arson were committed
for trial.

The biggest case is yet to open
at WITKLEIGAT where 60 ac-
cused are to be tried for murder.

The Crown is expected to call
120 witnesses in. this preparatory
examination,

It is not yet certain whether
there will be a prosecution arising
from the GOPANE shootings ear-
lier this year when three men lost
their lives.

were

extended to a fine up to £300 or
five years |mpnsonment The pro-
clamation also proviges for the con-
fiscation of vehicles used to convey
prohibited persons into these areas.
The Rev. Hooper is cut off, by
this edict, from about 1,400 mem-
bers of his congregation, and will he
able to visit only about 250 in the
Zeerust location. “The Minister has
in effect deprived me of my fune-
tion as a missionary,” the Rey.
Hooper commented.

Mrs. Muller has been acting
legally for large numbers of the
Baphurutse tribe under arrest fol-
lowing disturbances in the area.

Three Baphurutse tribesmen have
already been deported from the
Zeerust area, gnd the Government
is said to be looking for others,
among them members of the Royal
family,

COLOURED
ELECTIONS

(Continued from page 1)

ciples of the Freedom Charter.

SACPO in Port Elizabeth have
issued a call for more volunteers
to canvass the voters, and they are
asked to report at the election
rooms at 20 Court Chambers,
Adderley Street, Port Elizabeth,

he opposition candidates, in
addition to the Nationalist, are
Mr. S. Holland, official United
Party representative, and Mr. G
Smith, independent.

Beyleveld’s Campaign

In Cape Town the Coloured
voters are showing their support
for Mr. Piet Beyleveld, Canvassers
are finding warm welcomes from
voters who have readily affirmed
their backing for the Congress
movement after having received
Mr. Beyleveld's election manifesto.

One voter told SACPO’s canvas-
sors: “I and several of my friends
have discussed this election in the
train on our way to and from work,
and we have all decided to vote for
Mr. Beyleveld. We are going to
vote for him because he too has ex-
perienced some of the bitterness
that the Non-Europeans have to en-
dure under this Government.”

The areas in the Cape Peninsula
are being flooded with handbills as
the canvassers go out to see the
voters, and bxg posters bearing Mr.
chleve]ds picture and the slogan
“Equal Rights For All” are ap-
pearing on walls and in shop win-
dows all over the Peninsula,

Mr. September, SACPO Secre-
tary, said, that the key to the Con-
gress election victory was the
number of voters the election or-
ganisation was able to contact.
“There are 8,000 voters in the con-
stituency. If we are able to can-
vass them all then our success is
assured. But we badly need more
canvassers.”

Volunteers are asked to assist
with canvassing and to work on
election day, to report at the offices
at 1 Roger Street, Cape Town, or
to phone 2-69536.

CACHALIA
SENTENCED

JOHANNESBURG.

Mr. Yusuf Cachalia, formerly
secretary-general of the South
African Indian Congress. was last
week sentenced to three months
imprisonment without the option of
a fine for a contravention of the
banning order served on him in
terms of the Suppression of Com-
munism Act.

The ban was a five-year one and
prohibited Mr. Cachalia from at-
tendance at any gathering. He was
found guilty of attending sessions of
the Multi-Racial Conference in

about the mmie llecuenm
ylev

. Mr. K
the Congress candidate.

SACPO member Henry Naude speaks to a voter, Mr. Ismail Kariem,

ariem promised to vote for Piet

to make

t the b of
December.

M. Cachalia told the court that
hz had been under the impression
that the ban was a two-year one,
and had lapsed at the time of the
conference.

An appeal has been noted,

Both the South African Nursing
Council and a number of matrons
at hospitals have made repeated
attempts to compel the nurses to

take out passes. The Nursing
Council has sent out registration

UP MY

THERE appears to be a lot of

fun and games on the go in
the big scuffle for the best seats
in Parliament. And there doesn't
seem to be much difference in the
vote-catching methods of the main
contenders,

Trying to scare the votes away
from the Liberals. Capt. Jack Bas-
son is telling the Sea Pointers that
non-White franchise rights is just
a stunt. Us blacks DON'T want
the vote, anyway, he says.

Did I hear correctiy?

He cven says we've admitted
that we're not entitled to it 1 ! !

, Cappy, if you're
looking for votes talk about the
ducktails.

<
HE Johannesburg C.LD.- are
carrying out investigations
after the discovery of a skeleton
in a box in a Jeppe basement.

@ Why the CLD.2 Isn't it
the Popnlmon Registration boys
who special in_inv
skeletons in people’s cupboards?

<>

HANA’S minister of Finance
has predicted that us blacks
w:ll hzve political independence

's hope this does not

lome more evidence about
fomgn aid or freedom in our
lifetim

e,

<
O now our kids won’t get any
grub at school. Taking the
food out of the mouths of chil-
dren is probably part of our way
of life.
A French Queen did somethmg
similar way back. She sai
they havent any bread, let them
eat cake.”
@ You should hear what
happened to her.

ALLEY

NOW the City Council has sug-

gested that Dr. Donges estab-
lish another racial group among
the Coloured people. “For those
whose social and cultural stan-
dards are comparable with those
usually regarded as attaching to
Western civilisation.”

Now, where does that place us?
How does one conform to the
standards of Western civilisation?

From what 1 can gather every-

body in the country conforms to
the standards, if there are such.
We've got workers on land and in
the cities; -professionals, intellec-
tuals, we drive in cars, buses and
in carts, go to the cinema, sports,
eat out of plates or bowls, wear

suits. In fact we do everything
they do in Western countries.

So now. Who is who as far the
City Council is concerned?

@ Or does the Council sug
gest that the “standards” lpply
only to those in the upper
bracket, and exclude the hawk-
ers and the street sweepers?
To blazes with the Pop
Register, anyway.

<
VERHEARD during election
canvassing: “Vole vu- ou Piet.
Hy is 'n wakker boer.”

DEMONSTRATION
AGAINST PASSES
FOR NURSES

JOHANNESBURG.

THE struggle of the women against passes has shifted to the
hospitals where the nurses are courageously resisting attempts
them mrry passes. On the 22nd of this month the first

o the matrons of the various

1
hospitals is plunned by women of all races.

forms to the Non-European nurses
requiring them, among other things,
to furnish their identity numbers
In the case of Indian and
Coloured nurses these identity num-
bers are obtainable from the Board
of Census whereas the identity of
the African nurses are the numbers
appearing on their pass books.

The nurses throughout the coun-
try have firmly refused to take out
these passes and are accusing the
Nursing Council of being the tool
of the Government in ifs attempts
to enforce passes on the African
‘women.

Even more deplored by the
nurses is the tactics of “divide and
rule” used by the authorities to
undermine their unity. Whereas
the junior nurses are equired to
supply their numbers straight away
before they can be registered as
nurses, the nurses already in train-
ing are only expected to do so
when they complete their course,
and the nurses who have already
completed their training are given
up to the end of the year to com-
ply with the regulations .

STATEMENT

A statement issued by the Fede-
ration of South- African Women
warns the nurses about the. grave
dangers which will face them if
they carried passes. “In_future,”
says the statement, “a midwife go-
ing to help a woman in childbirth
must think of one thing first—if the
pass is with her”. It calls upon
the nurses to stand firmly behind
the demand that passes be rejected.

Trade Unions Thrown
Out of Office
PORT ELIZABETH.

The Food and Canning Workers’
Union has been thrown out of its
offices in Court Chambers under
the Group Areas Act.

The other two unions which have
been affected by this order are the
Municipal Non-European Workers”
Union and the Laundry Workers’
Union. They had offices in the
same building.
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WORLD CAMPAIGN SAVES LIFE OF

ALGERIAN HEROINE

Victim Of Frame-Up Trial Is Reprieved

HE decision of the French
goverment not to carry
out the sentence of death
passed by a French military
court on Djamila Bouhired,
one of the heroines of the
Algerian liberatory movement,
is a victory for progressives all
over the world.

Ever since the first news of
Djamila’s grotesque frame-up trial
last  year, French democrats,
backed by an international cam-
paign have fought to save her
from the guillotine. So widespread
has this demand become that the
government no longer dared to

shonud out a , drawing
the fire to herself. A bullet ripped
through her body—but her shout
gave Saadi and the others time
to make good their escape.
Miraculously Djamila was not
killed. She was taken to a French
military hospital. Police and army
officers began to question her
while she lay in agony on the
operating table, trying to make
her disclose where Yacef had
gone. She refused to answer.
Immediately after the operation
she was taken to a military prison
and held there, illegally, for 17
days before being brought before
a magistrate,
Dm-lng those sevenle;n days she

continue with the N
Dijamila Bouhired is a 22-year-
old Algerian_girl who joined the

National ~Liberation Movement
(wo years ago.
Early in 1957, when French

troops were waging a particularly
merciless campaign against the
freedom ters, one of the
underground leaders, Yacef Saadi
was warned that his hiding spot
was in danger, and it was neces-
sary for him to move.

Djamila was a member of
Yacef's group. When they set out
for their new retreat, she went
ahead as scout, and walked
straight into a French ambush.

With superb courage Djamila

polme making use of their mn—
dard practice ln Algeria of annl.v-
ing electric shocks to sensitive
parts of the body. [n addition
she was subj sadistic
sexual tortures by Ftendl military
officers.
WOULD NOT BETRAY
COMRADE

There was only one thing that
the torturers wanted Djamila to
tell them: Where had Yacef fled
to? But although she knew, she
could not be forced to tell. Yacef
is still free, a constant thorn in
the flesh of the occupation troops.

Finally Djamila was placed on
trial, on a framed up charge of
bc.ng responsible for the blowing

up of a cafe in Algiers in which
a number of French civilians had
lost their lives. She was alleged
to have passed the bomb to a
woman called Bouazza with in-
structions on how to use it.
la_vigorously rejécted the
arge.  She admitted proudly
that she ws a member of the
Liberation Movement, but denied
that she had participated in terro-
rist acts against civilians,

THE “EVIDENCE”

The only evidence against her
was an aileged confession (which
Dijamila denied having made) and
the testimony of Bouazza, to
whom it was alleged that she gave
the bomb.

Bouazza was not much of a
witness. A congenital syphillitic
of Jow mentality, who had spent
three years in a mental hospital
this is how she gave evidence.

First she directed a stream of
obscene curses at the accused.
Then she performed a belly-dance,
rema:kmg to the French soldiers

0 filled the court: “I'll do you
a drawmg if you don’t sec the
point.” After a siience she shouted
suddenly “I'm a whore!” (This
was untrue as well as jrrelevant
and it drew from the judge the
retort: “That's nothing to be
proud of:”)

Roaring with laughter, the wit-
ness played at machine-gunning
llle public wuh her ﬁnﬁz, llloni-

EISENHOWER CHANGES HIS

CABINET

Switch From Cadillac Kings To Rich Rocketeers

WASHINGTON.

With an economic crisis
looming on the horizon Presi-
dent Eisenhower has once again
changed the composition of his
Cabinet,

Until now it has been known as
the Cadillac Cabinet, because of the
close relations between all the
members and the big motor-vehicle
and aircraft monopolies which have
benefited most from government war
expenditure.

With the changes it has become
the Rocket Cabinet, the balance of
power swinging to men who are or
have been closely connected with
the biggest firms making these mis-
stles.

The key Defence post is now
held by Neil H. McElroy, a former
director of General Electric and
Chrysler. Since he took over the
cabinet post Chrysler has shot
ahead with the production of the
Jupiter missile. The same firm also
has the contract for the army’s Red-
stone rockets.

General Electric has not been
neglected. It is working on sub-
contracts for the 5000 mile Atlas
inter-continental n'ussde, the 1,500
mile Thor and an_air-to-air anti-
aircraft rocket called the Spin-
winder.

The monopolies make their big
profits irrespective of whether or
not their rockets work. Every time
a missile goes phut-phut in a cloud
of smoke the big firms pocket a
few more million dollars.

Perhaps that's why they don't
mind all the dud efforts which have
made the U.S. a laughing stock?

Djamila Bouhired.

had her removed, but as she was
the star witness, in spite of her
shortcomings, he had her brought
back and asked her:
BEGAN TO UNDRESS
“Did you ncl tell the examin-
ing jug
“Tactactactac” interrupted _the
demented girl, pointing her finger
at the judge.
“As you see. she does not deny
it,” he commented.
Then he had to have her hur-
ried out of the court. She had
begun to undress.
Later, not

HOPES FOR ANC
SETTLEMENT

(Continued from page 1)

the National Working Committee’s
intervention had come too fast and
without ~adequate discussion and
preparation on both sides, there was
a danger at the week’s beginning
that this Provincial attitude, if per-
sisted in, might further slow down
the pace of settlement.

'RETORIA CONFERENCE
Despite a warning from the Na-
tional Working Committee against
the holding of any meeting in Lady
Selborne, Pretoria, on Sunday re-
presentatives of five petitioning
branches went ahead with their pro-
ceedings. They paid lip service to
the call of (Kc National Working
Committee for the disbanding of
the Requisition Committee by an-
nouncing its dissolution. but then
turned round and constituted a
“caretaker committee” to “guide the
interests of  the  petitioning
branches.”

The meeting adopted the slogan
“Forward to a free, independent
African National Congress.”

The branches represented at this
conference were Orlando East, Lady
Selborne, Nzimhlope, Sophiatown
and the Madzunya group from
Alexandra. A number of individuals
formerly members of the Requisi-
tion Committee were not present
and were attacked for their absence.
ome members, said one speaker,
“had stabbed the masses in the

Dr. P. Tsele, of Pretoria, pro-
posed the formation of the care-
taker commitiee to safeguard the
interests of the petitioners until a

lawyer Verges withdrew fmm lh
case. He had been told by the
court: “Doctors who care for

rebels are arrested. It might be
better to arrest lawyers who de-
fend them.”

The court appointed its own
lawyer. Djamila refused to speak
to him. So he pieaded guilty on
her behalf!

The judge sentenced Djamila
Bouhired to_death. And that,
thought the French “defenders of
white civilisation” was that. But
they had not reckoned on the
storm of protest which would be
raised first in France and then
throughout the world, when law-
yer Verges refused to be silent and
brought the facts of the case be-
fore the bar of world opinion.

NEXT STOP THE MOON—Soviet Scientist

MOSCOW.
THE Soviet Union hopes to
be able to launch a rocket
soon which will land on the
moon, and following that,
one fo circle the moon, Dr.

Tigran Melkumov, a well-
known Soviet rocket motor
expert announced here last
week.

It has been known for some
time that Soviet scientists are
ge ready to launch
another sputnik, but it was
thought that Sputnik 3 would
be sent on an orbit round

the earth like the first two,
although it would be much

bigger.

Now it appears  that Sovm
scien! are aiming to put
Sputnik 3 into the orbit
vound the moon after over-
coming the earth’s gravity
completely.

MUCH FASTER
It will be necessary for the
sputnik or the rocket fto
reach what is known as the
second cosmic speed, about
seven miles per second, com-
pared with the first cosmic
!need of five lmles per

necessary to
!pu"l:]k in orbit mund ﬂle

“We have almost reached the
second cosmic speed neces-
sary to overcome the pull of
terrestrial gravity and emerge
into Ihe expanses of the uni-
verse,” said Dr. Melkumov.

Dr. Melkumov said tlul Ihe
use of solar energy w:
quite possible nutslde Ihe
earth’s atmosphere. Equally,
if not more, promising and
certainly the most economi-
cal would be the use of
thermo-nuclear energy.

Soviet scientists have already
announced that they
working on the design of a
rocket plane to penetrate
outer space like a rocket and

then land on the carth like a
plane.

GETTING BACK
The rocket engine of such a
plane would have to have a
thrust of at least 50 tons to
develop a speed of up to
10,000 m.ph. It is known

that with the aid of a nmew

highly calorific fuel the
rocket engine which powers
the Soviet L.C.B.M. has al-
ready substantially surpassed
this 50 ton minimum.

he problem of re-entry has,
however, still to be solved
though some unofficial re-
ports say the Soviet scientists
are already well on the way
to mastering this one too.

special was convened. A
surprise turn at conference Was
when three men declined nomina-
tion to the committee—Messrs I
Mionzi, S. Segaie and P. Leballo.
Eleven were elected to the caretaker
committee—Messrs Mangisa, G. Si-
wisa, P. Tsele, J. Madzunya, Ndzi-
ma. Mosotho, Motsele, Maphane,

Hati, Walaza and Mrs. Ellen Mo-
lapo.
ADMISSIONS
Mr. P. Molotsi’s report to the

conference made some interesting
admissions. After the breaking up
o( the Orlando conference, he said,
“we seized the documents and fur-
niture, We organised a raid on the
Congress offices. This was done to
save the organisation.”

And a full financial statement
placed before the conference at
Lady Selborne showed an item of
£1 paid out for the hire of a lorry
from Sophiatown to the Congress
office to remove Congress property.
Yet another item in the financial
stalement recorded expenses to the
tunc of £8 15s. incurred by the Re-
quisition Committee organiser Ste-
phen Segale in his branch organis-
ing. A further item of £2 was in-
curred for storage of the Congress
car for which Mr. Madzunya is re-
sponsible.

The conference note was sounded
by Dr. P. Tsele who said: “We
want to clean up Congress.” Mr,
Molotsi called for a free. indepen-
dent autonomous African National
Congress and there were calls to the
people to stand firm in these aims.
not to waver or “step backwards”
—a sien that this conference was
worried that some of the petitioners
are having second though:s about
associating with the Africanists.

DEATH OF MARCEL
CACHIN

Marcel Cachin, a foundation
member of the French Commu-
nist Party, director of I’Humanite
and a member of the French
Parliament, died last month in
his ninetieth year. He devoted
his eatire life to the cause of the
French working peoole and of
the international socialist move-
ment. Vast crowds attended the
funeral.

New Age convevs its heart-
felt sympathy to Mr. Green-
wood Ngotyana on the death of

his mother last Monday.
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Non-Europeans Bewildered
By Group Areas Threat

“What Have We Done That We

Must Be Moved Into The Bush?”

From Alex la Guma |

CAPE TOWN.

HILE the Government's coloured pencils move across the map
of South Africa, dividing the country into a checkerboard
pattern of white and black, separating off different complexions one
from the other in racial pockets, the people concerned, who have
lived for decades in their homes, are mow threatened with mass

removals into the areas establ or them.
y of them are thinking in terms of mass struggle to defend

lhelr rlghl to live wherever they please.

In one of the arcas recently pro- Road 1s worth about £2.000. had a
claimed for Europeans only and similar story to tell. “This is meant
which has to be cleared of Non—’to ruin the Indian traders.” he said.
Europeans within the next five| “They want us to go back to India.
years, Coloured and Indian people| What will I do in a place like Ry-
are filled either with fear, bewilder- | lands Estate if all the Indian traders |
ment or rage at the injustice forced | have to go there? The only thing
upon them by the Nationalist left for the people to do is to
government, lu the area between | fight.”

Frere Street, Woodstock, and Dur-| Perhaps the hardest hit wre the
ham Avenue, Salt River, they have |ordinary people who have been
lived for decades cheek by ]owl]llvmg practically all their lives in
with their European neighbours |the area. Looking into the future
There are no records of any un- they see themselves being pushed

It isn’t fair to make the people give
up their homes like that.”

The last thing New Age’s re-
porter saw as he left the area was
a lot of children, Coloured and
white, playing in the same park.
The swings and the lawns were
being used irrespective of race. The
hushter of the nun-wlm: children
el

Just how high the reputation of
the Non-European stands in world
sports can be ascertained by the
following lmpresslvc record:

Cricket—Garfield Sobers. record
test score of 365 n.o. First wicket|
test partnership of 413 by Mankad
(231) and Roy (173) of India. Hanif |
's score of 337 stands high

| that their days 'here were num-
ered.

| for the
Besides 1he5e boxers there are a|
| host of others who are knocking at |
| the dogr of other world titles.

pleasantness arising out of mclal[mla the undeveloped areas in the
friction, and the residents can see | Cape Flats. living in shanties in the

no reason at all for the Govern-
ment's decision to declare the area
for whites only.

SHOPKEEPERS

An Indian shopkeeper, Mr. K.
Abdulla, said: “I have been in this
shop for years, and my father ran
the business before me. We have
both European and Non-European
customers. Everybody is satisfied.
Now I will have to sell my business.
which is worth a few thousand
pounds, for no reason except that
the Government says so.”

Another shopkeeper, Mr. Essop
Ebrahim, whose business in Albert

LANGA MEETING
ATTACKS NEW
PERMITS

CAPE TOWN.

About 200 people attended a
reeting held by the Cape Town
branch of the Basutoland African
Congress at Langa last week to pro-
test against the introduction of
additional permits for Africans
from the High Commission Territo-
ries in the Union.

The meeting, addressed by Mr. J.
Masiani and Mr. E. Ntsukuyane,
resolved “to fight this additional
yoke of ovpression with all the
means at their disposal” and called
upon all progressive organisations.
churches and individuals to voice
their disapproval of this new re-
strictive regulation.

People attending the mecting also
voiced their indignation with the
Dutch Reformed Church, which
they maintained supported the poli-

bush, or at best in austerity houses
of the type being built by the Cm

| Council.

Mr. J. A. Jacobs of anhl
Street. Woodstock, is nearly 70
years old and has been living there
for almost twenty years. He is the
caretaker of a European school in'
the area.

|

“STAND UP FOR RIGHTS"

“1 haye to start work at six
o'clock in the morning.” he told
New Age. “If T have to move mm‘
the country or wherever they want |
to throw us, 1t will probably mean
that T will lose my job T saw my
landlord this moraing and he is
very worried too. He said he could
do nothing. T will have to find'
another place. And he will probably
sell his property in the area. |

“All this Group Areas business
means hardship for our people |
When is the time coming when we
are going to stand up for our
ights?”

|
i

 rigl

DEAF MUTE

Most eloquent in his despair was'
a litfle. man who cannot falk at all.
He is Mr. L. Muisenheimer. a shoe
repairer in Ilzgml Square. A deaf |
mute, this man’s only means of
earning a living is repairing the
shoes of his neighbours, hoth white |
and non. 2

He had taken over a year to
build up his tiny business and had
become a well-known figure in the|
district. When. by means of signs|
and questions written down. it|
dawned uoon him that the area in|

which he was eking out a llvmg‘
would have to become a totally
white area in five vears fime. his
swiles faded and behind his spec-
tacles there av-eared an

Mr. Jacobs and granddaughter.

An Africanist States
His Case

In his ]cl er (New Age. Feb-|
ruary 27) Mr. Malindi refers to
me as an Africanist. 1 accept be-
ing called an Africanist. An Afri-
canist means an African who re-
fuses to be pohtically subservient
to the leadership of our so-called
European friends, and who refuses
10 entrust his destiny to some
European careerists who seek to
expioit him.

Mr. Malind; has put four ques-
tions to me. My answer to the
first two is that the validity of
my argument against separate
representation elections stands on
its merits_whether supported by
the majority or minority of Non-
Europeans.  Mr. Malindi makes
a fundamental mistake in think-
ing that he can oppose apartheid
and work its agencies such as ad-
visory boards and segregatory
provincial and parliamentary re-
presentation at the same time.

In the third question Mr.
Malindi asks whether Nkatlo has
joned Swart and Co. in accusing
our leaders of high treason when
he states that such people are
traitors. It 1s Mr. Malindi and his
friends who have joined Swart by
working their cursed apartheid
agencies.

In answer to the 4th question.
1 do not challenge the authority of
the President-General to speak
for the AN.C. But I definitely|
disagree v.nh all those who allow

cies of the
and there was strong talk ahom
boycott:ng the church

Except where otherwise stated all
political news and comment in this
issue by Lionel Forman, 6 Barrack
St., Cape Town, Cape Town news
by A. La Guma, 6 Barrack St.
Cape Town. Johannesburg news by
Ruth First and Tennyson Maki-
wane. 102 Progress Bulldmgs. 154
Commissioner St. Durban news by
M. P. Naicker, 703 Lodson House,
118 Grey St. Port Elizabeth news
by Govan Mbeki, 9 Court Cham-
bers 129 Adderley St. Cartoon by
A. Macready, 6 Barrack St., Cape
Town.

He shook his head in disbelief.

and looked as if he had been told

an unpleasant ioke. Then he turned
away and went back to his stool
and last, to 2o on mending shoes.

“A BAD THING”

In Church Street where Euro-
peans and Coloureds live next to
=ach other in rows of houses. a
European woman said: “The Group
Areas Act?  Why should _the
Coloured people move?  Thev
haven't done anything wrong. We
have been living i Woodstock for
vears without anv trouble from our
Non-European  neighbours 3
Government is doing a bad thing

e the
Europeans who benefit by bemg
elected to Parliament without in
any way advancing the cause of
the liberatory struggle.

) JOSEPH NKATLO

73. Francis Street.
Cape Town

To All Subscribers

If you are having any diffi-
culty in receiving your New

in the record books.

Fazal Mohamed acclaimed
Wisden as one of the world’s best
bowlers.

Worrell, Weekes and  Walcott.
the world’s best trio of batsmen.
Mankad is regarded as one of the
cricket “greats,” having scored 2,002 |
runs and taken 147 wickets in test
matches.

Boxing—Most of the world tities
are held by Negroes, namely,
Floyd P:ulerson (Heavyweight), Ar-|
chie  Moore (Light-Heavy), Joe|
Brown (Feather), and the incompar-
able Sugar Ray Robinson who is}
altemplmg tu regain the world titie |
h time.

ey—India, undisputed cham-
pion of the world since 1928, when
they first competed in the Olymplc
Games.

Polo—India is also champion of
th’s game, played on horseback.

Table Tennis—Japan annexed the
world titles in the last two cham-
pionships.

Tennis—Althea Gibson’s triumph
at Wimbledon last vear, in the
Women’s Singles, has given Non-
European tennis a great fillip.

Athletics—Non-Europeans  have
made outstanding progress in this
branch of sport. In America and
the West Indies there have been
outstanding performances by Ne-
groes, and many world titles are at
present held by them. The latest
world victory by a on-white
was the record for the women's
high 3umD by Cheng Teng-yung, of
People’s China, who jumped 5 ft
9.5 ins. on November 17, 1957.

What a unique record, of which
every Non-European can indeed be
proud. Many more records wiil be
shattered by our people, as long as
the will and determination is there.

WORLD’S RECORD

the realm of the sporting world,
must have felt a tingle of excite-
ment and joy on hearing the news
that Garfield Sobers had eclipsed
the world test match record of Sir
Leonard Hutton, by registering 365
not out against the Juckless Pakistan
team now touring the West Indies.

When the three “W's” (Worrell.
Weekes and Walcott) were in their
hey-day, we all felt a great deal of
pride in_their achievements on the
cricket field. but we never realised
then. that (he climax was only to
come in 1958.

Sobers. 21 years of age, has pro-
vided that moment, with the won-
derful achievement of breaking a
world record one thought impos-
sible the way cricket is plaved now-
adays. He is a forcing batsman,
with  strong  wrists  who drives
powerfully through the covers.

Garfield
proud of vou, for you have shown:
the world that, given the opportu-
nity. we Non-Europeans can be
equal to the whites. if not superior
whether it be on the sporting field
or anywhere else.

We, in this country, are doubly |
encouraged by your fine feat, and
only pray that opportunities are
given to our sportsmen to hit the
world’s sports headlines. We hav
a wealth of talent but the oppor-|
tunity is still not there. However.
we have strong hopes for the future.

SPORTLIGHT

by
"DULEEP”

Every Non-European, throughout |

Sobers, we are indeed |

&%

?4

RECORD CRICKET SCORES

Locally, our cricketers are emu-
lating the feats of the Pakistani and
| West  Indies cricketers in  high
scoring. Their feats are all the more
meritorious, being accomplished in
one afternoon’s cricket.
hat gay cavalier of cricket.
“Tiney™ Abed, once again added to
‘ his proud sporting achievements the
| season’s record total of 225 no: out.
How fast and with what aggression
this total was made can be judged
by the fact that it was made in 125
minutes and included 20 fours and
|12 sixes. Tru.y a magnificent batting
| achievement.
R. Maclons (Somerset West) in
scor:ng his double cenzury in equal-
|ly fa e, comes from a cricket-
1ing fa who have been keen
i sportsmen. His total is also a re-
cord for their union. Just how much

,(he Maclons brothers mean to _the
Oaks C.C. can only be ascertained
| from figures in the score-book.

SPORTSMEN OF THE YEAR

| We in the W.P., with our abun-
| dance of sporting falent, have never
really paid homage to our leading
siars. In other parts of the country

and the world, sportsmen of the
year are chosen and honoured with
a trophy or diploma.

Thys is indeed praiseworthy, for
the selected sportsman feels hon-
oured and knows that his prowess
is appreciated by the general public,
T feel that we, in this Province,
should honour our sportsmen in this
manner as well.

The writer is prepared to initiate
such a move by forming a commit-
tee  of representatives of all

branches of sports, and thereafter
we w.Il select our leading sportsmen
annually, As soon as this body is
mitiated. I am confident that sports

on the whole will benefit, enthusi-
asm will increase and the desire
amongst piayers to impress with
their ability. It would be appreci-

I

t | ated if the administrators of_all

sports assist in such a move. Titles
such as the “Cricketer of the year,"
“Footballer of the year.” cic., will
be honours that players will strive
to annex.

—_—

|Racing at Kenilworth

The following are Damon’s se-

lections for Saturday

Derby Consolation Smkcs JORUM.
Danger, Thunder Crash.

Wynberg Handicap_ B: ROYAL
JESTER. Danger, Yorkshire Boy

Kenilworth Handicap Ist:  CO!
\/ ENTIONAL. Danger, Sleuar

Lady.

l\enllworlh Hand.cap 2nd:  ZIEG-
FRIED. Danger, Sea Myth.

Wynberg Stakes: PEASANT. Dan-
ger, Wild Olive.

Kenijworth _Stakes: EMBLEMENT.
Danger, Democrat.

Juyenile Handlcap FREEZIA.
Danger, Harvest Rule.

Maiden Plate: DEXTRY. Danger.
‘Wild Bill.

LAST WEEK DAMOV TIPPED 5
Wi 2 CONDS, 4
THIRDS AND Mh PLACE.
B

BUILDING CONTRACTOR
AND REPAIRS

Satisfaction guaranteed by
| No job

(perts.
too small, no 1ob (oo big.

B. A. Thomas. Telephone 7- 7858
| Hamdwp Road, Claremont.

l PA T —an
2 Barth

| Contr
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