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SACTU CALLS FOR STRUGGLE AGAINST

NATIONALIST LAWS

MILITANT SPIRIT AT
HISTORIC CONFERENCE

By NAOMI SHAPIRO

CAPE TOWN.—TRADE UNION HISTORY WAS MADE IN CAPE TOWN LAST WEEK
WHEN THE ONLY NON-COLOUR-BAR TRADE UNION FEDERATION IN SOUTH AFRICA,
THE SOUTH AFRICAN CONGRESS OF TRADE UNIONS, HELD ITS FIRST ANNUAL CON-
FERENCE IN THE SALT RIVER MUNICIPAL HALL FROM MARCH 1 TO 4.

o 1

passed i g the

Concilhhon Amendment Bill and the Native Labour (Settle-
ment of Disputes) Act as devices to split the ranks of the
working class and enable the Nationalist Government to
exercise fascist control of the trade union movement. Con-
ference urged the workers to engage in militant struggle
agains!thmtwomemmandfortberemiﬁonot
elementary rights and workers’ unity.

In addition conference adopted a clear and nneqmvoal
policy statement (see page 6) and pledged enthusiastic sup-

port to the Freedom Charter.

AFRICAN MEETINGS
BANNED IN PE.

Eliubeth and Humansdorp dis-
tricts.

The pen-lty for any contra-
vention of the law Is a maxi-
mum of 3 yeln imprisonment
or a fine of £300. The proclama-
fion was issued in terms of

No 2017 of
953, foﬂow’lnE mua to tln

Govern
“liberal” Port Elhlbeth Clly
exceptions to this

Council,

The onl;
blanket prohiblﬂon are religious
functions, and entertain-

fic affairs, meetings of statutory
bodies, weMlng;, meetings ad-
dressed by Senators, M.Ps and
MP.Cs lnd official and admini-
mnﬂm“ meetings called by the

SACPO Protest
Demonstration
On Tuesday

CAPE TOWN.

A mass demonstration in protest
against the Nationalists' plan to

e away the municipal franchise
from the Coloured women and the
Indians in the Cape is being held
by the South Ainc:m Coloured
People’s Organisation on the Grand
Parade next Tuesday, March 13,
starting at 5.30 p.m.

The decision to call the protest
demonstration follows the an-
nouncement that the Provincial
Executive has approved a draft or-
dinance to be introduced at the next
session of the Provincial Council,
starting on March 13, whereby the
voters' roll for mumclpal elections
will be based on the Parliamentary
roll. This would automatically dis-
franchise Coloured women and In-
dians on the present roll, which is
based on & property qualification,

Delegates also had much to say
on the pass laws, the question of
world peace, Bantu Education, the
need to organise the unorganised
workers, conditions of farm laboui
ers, housing, cost of living, unem-
ployment insurance.

Conference culminated in 3 m
rally on the Grand Parade on
Sunday afternoon, which ‘ul.ld

iate - withdrawal o( the
\mieidmént Bill and the enact-

i ion remxniﬁu
all working people of South Africa.

Conference was attended by 63
delegates and over 100 observers
from 29 trade unions, representing
29,994 workers of all races. Repre-
sentation at conference therefore
exceeded SA ‘membership,
which at present amounts to 19
trade unions. Delegates came from
all parts of South ilncﬂ, with large
contingents from Port Eliabeth and
Johannesburg.

There was a high level of debate
and during the three days of its
duration, conference maintained the
spirit of steady determination and
keen interest with which it had be-

All in all conference demonstrated
that SACTU, although established
only a w{{ r ago in the face of
vicious Nationalist attack, is a
strong and virile oniamsatloﬂ fully
aware of the difficulties that lic in
its path, but as fully determined to
struggle, until victory, for a truly
democratic South Africa

Members of the Special Branch
of the police, white and black, kept
watch on the conference from out-
side, while inside an official of the
United States Consulate sat taking
notes through all the sessions.

New Executive

“We want to express our appre-
ciation to Mr. Byleveld for the
very good job of work he has done
in hel pmg to build up SACTU,”
Mr. Levy said when im
was nmnunonslv elected national

Mr. Alec Hepple (nﬂlt) Labour M.P, ndd:esses the SACTU conference.
(left) Mr. Leslic Massina, g
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LABOUR M.P. ADDRESSES CONFERENCE

With him in lhe pulure are
eneral secretary, and Mr. P. Byleveld, past-preside;

seethed
that their Ieldn Miss Bertha

As a result of police visits to
their employers both the chairman
and the assistant secretary of the
Germiston branch of the ANC Wo-
men’s League were sacked from
their jobs the day before the de-
monstration. They are Mrs. Nally
Mayakeni and Mnss Gladys Tladi.
The police watched all entrances
to the home of Miss Bertha Ma-
e League secretary, all

Tllursday mghl ami most of Fri-

president ‘in place of Mr. V. told her mother and
Byleveld. who did pot stand for f.ﬁ ol: ; ml’n
re-election. shoc. el bury her. You'll never

Vice-presidents Mrs. L. Mvubelo | %¢ her again, Tell ber to tell the
and Mr. C. Sibande were uni- C e it fo "Se:rd‘:ye bl

mously re-elected, as was general
secretary Mr. Leslie Massina, Mr.
Don Mateman was elected trea-
surer in placs of Mr. Levy,

(Continued on page 4)

They pulled a tenant out of his
bed, confronted him with Bertha's
mree mufs and ordered him to

ut Bertha,
Thraugh the location the police

GERMISTON WOMEN PROTEST
AGAINST PASSES

Triumphant llemonstrnhon lgksl!nuve Commissioner

From R

For uvaal days before the women’s local demonstration against passes Germiston location
spread by the bl:nhc:d that the women would be shot if they demonstrated, and

been arrested; vet on Saturday morning 300 women from

Germisfon, Natalspruit, Alberton and Elsburg went through with their mass deputation to the Native
Commissioner and from six in the moming till the afternoon they carried all before them.

went in groups showing their guns evem if it i written in letters of
and telling the people the Native | gold.

Commissioner had stopped the| The Commissioner told the wo-
demonstration. that Bertha \ms‘ men he did not make the laws.
locked up and that the women | The women knew that, they said.

should stay at home on Saturday. 'but when the day came that they
| were to be issued with passes the

WOMEN'S REPLY | Minister would mslrucl the Native

But on Saturday morning 300 Commissioner to do this. “So we
women from the four areas with | are coming to tell you to tell the
Bertha Mashaba, Gladys Tladi, | Minister that we do not want to
Nelly Myakeni and all the mh‘"icarry passes.”
leading women at their hea;
walked undeterred to the office of | PETITION
the Native Commissioner. Each| The women’s petition said: Wi
member of the crowd signed the | fear for our homes when we too
petition form against passes fnr?are arrested under the pass laws.
women and waited outside while | We fear for our children who will
their deputation saw the Native |be left uncared for, helpless. What
Commissioner.  Orz by one they |is to become of our tiny children,
spoke out their objections and the | our babfes dependent on  their
Native Commissioner listened. \mulhers milk, if we are to be torn

one: “We do not want 1o | from them for failing to produce
carry sny kind of paper or pass| (Continued on page 7)
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SACTU SUPPORT FOR NEW AGE

The first fruits of our National
£10,000 Campaign are beginning
to come in. Last Saturday, the dele-
gates to the South African Congress
of Unions  unanimousty
adopted the following resolution:

“Conference_instructs the incom-
ing National Executive Conmmittee
to take steps to ensure that all
local committees undertake the
popularising and selling of New
Age to 2ll trade unions and workers
by means of
(a) Collecting news of trade union

activities and sending it to New
Age for publication;
Organising sales drives among

» mr?ie unions to ensure that the
paper is read by the widest sec-
tion of the people;

(c) Fund-raising activities and the
obtaining of donations to main-
tain New Age;

(d) Full participation in the £10,000

& New Age Fund-raising Cam-
paign.”

The implementation of this reso-
lution will bring thousands of or-
ganised workers into our campaign,
strengthen the cause of workers’
unity and go a long way towards
ensuring that we reach our target.
We hope that all other national
democratic organisations will follow
this inspiring lead and organise
their members, too, in this all-out
effort to place the future of New
Age beyond all doubt.

As you can sec from the dona-
tions acknowledged this week, the
individual contributions range from

£50 to 2/7d. (The 2/7d. was col-
lected in tickeys and pennies from
very poor readers by one of our
regular  voluntary ‘sellers) But,
whatever the size of yeur donation.
you may rest assured that we shall
be just as grateful to you as we are
to all those who have contributed
towards this week’s total of
£150.18.8.

HELP OUR LIST GROW LON-
GER LONGER! Make
YOUR contribution today!

EVERY PENNY WE RECEIVE
BRINGS .US NEARER AN
NEARER TO OUR_TARGET!
GIYE*AND GIVE GENEROUS-
LY!

Our addresses are:
Johannesburg: 5,

Progress  Build-
ings, 154, C issi Street.

Cape Town: Room 20, Chames
Buildings, 6 Barrack Street.

Durban: 6, Pembroke Chambers,
472, West Street.

Port Elizabeth: 9, Court Chambers,
129, Adderley Street.

THIS WEEK’S DONATIONS

AM. 9s; M.F. £49; AL. £2;
W.H.G. (Collection) £7.8; Confident
£3.10; H. Jacobsz 10s.; Joey £2.2;

£10; M.S. £1; EB. £1;
5.13.1; Mr. O. 2s. 7d.;

H or  £2;

APH. 5.; BC. £I;

T.HS.
ble £1.

£2; Willie. 10s.; Anon £5; Well-

wisher £10. Total £150.18.8.

NEW AGE
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TTER BOX

Man and Wife Caught in
Classification Tangle

1 would like to tell you that I
am very proud of your New Age

per, as it brings to us the full
acts about what the Government
is doing to our people. They are
trying to break up our happy
lives.

A few weeks ago I was classi-
fied as a Coloured. But there is
still a sad hour to come when
they classify my wife, as her
father and two brothers have al-
ready been told that unless they
appeal in 30 days, they will be-
come Africans. So I must prepare
myself for the future. Whatever
happens I am not going to part
from my wife just to please the
White gods of South Africa.

I shall appeal to anyone in
Rhodesia_or overseas for work,
because it seems I may have to
run away from South Africa,
where I was born. To appeal
against the classification won't do
any good, as all you get is a lot
of insults. I also appeal to all
other Non-Europeans in South
Africa to quit. There are many
parts of the world where they will
be welcome. Let the White bosses
do their own dirty work.

A HARRY JANTJIES
Kliptown,

(Every decent South African
will sympathise with Mr. Jantjies
in his plight, and support him in
his decision not to leave his wife,
no matter what happens. But we
would suggest to him that flight
from South Africa is not the an-
swer to his troubles. It is impos-
sible for all 10 million Non-
Europeans to leave the country.

d why should they? i
their country as
Whites'. Tt is the small minority
who are not prepared to live in

uality and friendship with all
who should leave this country,
not the vast majority, Black as
well as White, who are prepared
to shake down together, The only
answer to the evils of the colour
bar is to wage the freedom strug-
gle until victory is won, the Free-
dom Charter is made a reality,
and all Seuth Africans can enjoy
equal rights, live where they like
and marry whom they please.

Meanwhile, Mr. Jantjies should
approach the South African Col-
oured People’s Organisation in
Johannesburg for assistance and
advice in connection with his
wife’s appeal—Ed.)

Kraaifoniein Demolitions
Barharic

T have sent the following letter
to the secretary of the Divisional
Council in Paarl:

“It was with a feeling of dis-
gust that I read a report of peo-
ple’s homes being pulled down at
Kraaifontein, As these deeds are
being carried out under the autho-
rity of your Council it is to that
body that I protest against the
gross inhumanity and injustice of
these actions.

“The report reads like a story
of the barbarous atrocities com-
mitted during the middle ages and
has made me so violently ill that
it will take me a few days to re-
cover. 1 wonder if these actions
will be marked down as sins to
be acounted for o= the y of
Judgement, but I do know that
these sins will have to be
accounted for when South Africa
becomes a free country. Until
such time I add my voice of pro-

test to that of millions of iy
fellow countrymen.

“In the name of common de-
cent humanity I demand that the
people concerned be allowed to
erect temporary shelters until
such time that they are given
loans by the National Housing

ssion to enable them to
build houses.”
* ARNOLD SELBY
Johannesburg.

The question of passes is
vital importance to the whole
liberatory movement

Congress as the vanguard of
the African people has now to
show genuine leadership. To fail
to give the people a line and to
wait for the Government to en-
force its pass laws upon our wo-
menfolk will not be to work for
the benefit of the peopl

No passes for women!

D. W. KHUNOU

Editorial

Coloureds Under Fire

HAVING deprived the Coloured voters of their Parliamentary

franchise rights, the Nationalists are losing no time in
pushing ahead with their attacks on the Coloured community as
a whole.

Last Friday the Nationalist newspaper Die Burger an-
nounced that an ordinance to deprive Coloured women and
Indians of their municipal franchise rights had been approved
by the Executive Committee and would be introduced at the
next sitting of the Cape Provincial Council starting on March 13.
The Provincial Council has a Nationalist majority.

On the same day the English press published the text of a
letter from the Provincial Secretary to the Cape Town City
Council demanding to know what steps the Council proposed
taking to enforce apartheid on the beaches and in the provision
of municipal amenities. The letter justified the demand for sepa-
rate facilities by making a number of disgusting and unfounded

llegations against Non-Europ and by referring vaguely to
and visitors to the Peninsula

I Ta  Europ A
that their “privacy” was being invaded by Non-Europeans.

The Europeans already possess and dominate 90 per cent

V| of the beach space and amenities available in the Cape Town
X ; | municipal area.
Ivan and Les £25; Anon £5; Anon | Non-E

Now the Nationalists are trying to squeeze the
out of the ining 10 per cent. They no longer
ca;]eec how crude their methods are so long as they achieve their
object.

The Nationalists who are stirring up all this trouble can-
not claim to speak for either the European or the Non-European
people of the Peninsula. In fact they are a tiny minority, who

are ftrying to force their racialism on Cape Town against the
wishes of the overwhelmi jority of the populati

It is to be hoped that the Cape Town City Council will face
whatever assault is made on it by the Provincial Ccancil with
calmness and courage born of the knowledge that it represents
both sections of the population and that the only just policy is
one of non-discrimination. The opportunist approach of that
minority of Councillors who, whilst proclaiming themselves
liberals, are yet prepared to play the Nationalist game, must be
rejected. Let the Council go down, if it is forced down, with its
flag flying instead of trailing dishonoured in the apartheid dirt.

But there is no reason to lose the coming battle over apart-
heid if only the citizens of Cape Town, White as well as Non-
White, will make a fight for it. In particular it is now the duty
of the Coloured people to throw off their apathy, follow the lead
of the South African Coloured People’s Organisation, and strike
a blow for freedom and equality.

The Soviet Consul-General, Mr, Ivanov,
trade union movement when they left
South African Govenment that the Soviet Consulates should be

seen being met on their arrival in

gether with bis wife snd new-born haby, is also

and off
Cape Town by boat last week

the Soviet Consular
@ to leave South Africs this week,

Cape Town by
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NEGRO GIRL BRAVES MOB TERROR
Fights Against U.S. Apartheid

NEW YORK.—World attention has been focussed for the past weeks on the courageous
part being played by a young Negro woman student, Miss Autherine Lucy, in the fight against
apartheid in the United States.

Autherine has thrown out a thllen.e to white supremacy by
colour-ba

insisting on her right to attend the

r Unlveulw of Ala-

bam,lnthehuofmnbvioluuandlhmho{ly

She is the youngest of nine
children of a poor tenant farmer.
After a hard battle to obtain her
education, she obtained the degree
of Bachelor of Science and a teach-
ing certificate at a Negro Methodist
College.

It was as long ago as 1952 that
she first applied for admission to
the University of Alabama and was
refused. Backed by the National
Association for the Advancement
of the Coloured People (N.A.A.-
CP.) she went to the Supreme
Court and obtained a court judg-
ment ordering the university to ad-
mit her.

The court battle lasted three
long years, and when she won,
the university tried to delay the
matter further and wear her
down, by applying for a mew
trial. But the Slllmme Coun Te-
fused and ordered there
should be mo further dday.

The Governor of the State of
Alabama, William Folsom, hurried
to the_university for a three-hour
discussion. A statement was issued
that they were iaced with “a very
serious matter.” The plans the
Governor and the authorities made
during those three hours were not
announced.

“JUST AS I HOPED”

The newspapers of Alabama pre-
dicted that the students would not
put up with Autherine’s presence.
But to their dismay her attendance
among the 12,000 white students
attracted very little attention. The
chief editor of the Negro paper, the

ro-American, who was present to
report events, wrote that most of
the students were_either actually
indifferent “or preferred to create
the impression that they considered
her no different from the ethers.”
At the end of the day, Miss Lucy
toid him she felt everything had
gone off “naturally, just as I be-
lieved and hoped it would.”

Mackay wrote: “One teacher, she
said, whispered, * e your
courage and I am sure you will
win” A male student passed her a
folded note which read, ‘There are
more of us cheering for you than
you think."

ooligans gaf
u-e grounds of the lmlvuity
shouting anti-Negro slogans
chanting: “To hell with Authe-
rine” The press and the univer-

nof
But three days later a mob ul'
a thousand

:i(yn&orlﬂc-adoou“hl

Miss Lucy and a member of the
university staff arrived. Asked by
the NAACP why they had not been
in the car to protect the woman
student, the police replied that they
might have been killed by the
heavy stones which smashed the
rear windows!

STUDENT KILLED IN CYPBllS
Rrchhishop Condemns “llnzn Methods”

CYPRUS.—The people of Cyprus have been further embittered
in their fight against British terror on the island by the death of a
young student, Petrakis Yiallouris, who was shot by British troops
last week.

A crowd of more than 2,000
gathered for the funeral. Among
the wreaths placed in the church
during the ceremony was one from
the leader of the resistance move-

ment.

The shooting took place shortly
after the villagers of Kolossi had
successfully defied an_order that
they should not gather for the fune-
ral of one of their number who
had been killed by the occupation
army a few days before.

Afraid of a great pnhhc burial
of their victim, the British or-
dered that the shot man should

be buried quietly at 11 o’clock
night.

at
PRIEST REFUSED

The villagers and their priest re-
fused to bury their dead at night.
The British then ordered that he

should be buried at six in the
mormng But no burial took place
at that time.

Instead, at ten in the morning,
with the whole village present, the
burial took place.

Bishop Anthimus of Kitium, de-
clared al the graveside: *

death encourages and
slnugthens the Cypriot people’s
fight against slavery. It is also an
eurul"mmple of British bar-

POPULAR FRONT MOVEMENT
SPREADS TO SPAIN

LONDON.—The demonstrations in Spanish Morocco against
Spanish domination which have followed d:e mnnlng by the people

of French Morocco of th

mark
In the struggle against Spaln’s fascist anco dmawrship

Franco’s army is fully occupied
keeping the Spanish democratic
movement from coming out in open
revolt and he dare not send more
u'oops m Morocco.

a 2-P

a result seven of the student

leaders were sent into exile.

A police statement described the
students who had voted against the
Falange as “elements of Commu-

be-
ginning wn.h student riots, have
rocked Madrid, Seville and other
cities in the past few weeks, and
the underlround Spanish Commu-
nist Party has issued a statenfent
declaring that a new situation now
exists making it possible for a na-
tional anti-Franco front, uniting all
liberal, and

The same night, the h
suspended Miss Lucy.

Backed by support from as far

er
right to live in the university re-
sidence and eat at the residence
dining-hall.

COURT ORDER

Last week, to the horror of the
university authorities, the court not
only ordered the authorities to re-
admit and properly protect Authe-
rine (or be prosecuted for contempt
of court), but also that she be al-
lowed to live at the residence.

Instead of complymg the umver-

forces to win freedom in Spain,

DEMAND GRANTED

At Madrid University the stu-
dents demanded free elections for
the student council instead of the
lists imposed by the Falange. So
great was their pressure that the

nist

French Local Election
Resulis
PARIS.

The results of the first local elec-
tions in France since the general
election show that the move towards
a popular front is growing stronger,
in_spite of the opposition of the
official Socialist Party leadership.

The elestions were held at the
Channel port of Le Havre, and the
small town of Romans, in the cen-
tre of France. In both towns the
Socialists came out against a
Popular Front government, the
Communists in_favour. In both
elections, the Socialists lost, the
%mmunis(s gained votes and seats.

by the fact that the students are
drawn_ from the wealthiest and
most influential Spanish families—
granted the demand.

The Falange put up an official
list of cancidates, but first-year
students elected only one of these
compared with nineteen opposition

sity
meeting” and expelled Miss Lucy
from t 3 umvemty on_the ground
that she made “false allega-
tions™ to the court that the autho-
rities had connived at the riots,
and used them as an excuse for
excluding her.

With supreme arrogance four of
the rioters then issued summons
gnm‘lt Miss Lucy, the NAACP and
their lawyers claiming over a mil-
lion pounds for their “libel.”

America's fight fe
ﬂuhh,hehnolnhlehmeﬂm
ne American is

Wﬁlﬂnﬂnhrﬂﬂtwuﬂ-
versity education.

of all pames,
second-year students
eighteen anti-Falangists and only

two Falangists.
third-year students

a

Before the
could vote the elections were offi-
cially cancelle

To support its decision to can-
cel the elections the Falangists
brought to the university a body-

of five hundred ruffians,

chains and revolvers, but the in-
furiated students seized any wea-
pon at hand and drove the thugs
out to the streets of Madrid,

in
the people of the city
swarm.d into the streets to help

The army was called out and as

gains were more
substantial than those made in the
general election.

The three weeks which separated
the elections were enough to acce-
lerate  the movement towards a
united left-wing government, and to
turn a number of disappointed So-
cialist voters away from their party,
with the result that Le Havre now
has a Communist Mayor and City
Council.

Greetings To Colonial
Youth

JOHANNESBURG.

“We, the yeung people of South
Africa, pledge we will strive for
the ideals of the Freedom Charter
until they become a reality” said
the Colonial Youth Day meeting of
outh of all races held here on
‘ebruary 21.

The meeting sent warm greetings
and support in their struggle to the
youth of the colonies.

Thousands of workers at the
nearby site of the new British Mid-
dle East Land and Air headquarters
downed tools in protest against the
killing, and the dockers struek and
refused to handle war cargoes.

VILLAGE BLOCKADED

But they were not permitted to
attend the funeral. British troops
blockaded Kolossi and let no one
enter the village. Thousands who
came from nearby places were also
turned back by the troops.

In Limassol, six miles away, the
girls at the primary school pulled
down_the British flag and hoisted
the Greek one. hen the army
pulled it down the girls refused to
attend classes and went home in

protest
immediate inquiry into the
L‘old—blooded killing” of the Cy-
priot student, and the punish-
ment of those responsible has
been demanded by Archbishop
Makarios.

BARBARIC METHODS
He denounced the ‘“Barbaric
methods wunhy of Nazi concentra-

tion camps” which British authori-
ties used in questioning Cypriot
pamots

“According to TDewspapers and
other information,” said the Arch-
bishop, “Yiallouris was killed in
cold blood while walking along a
street by a soldier who alighted
rom his patrol car and shot him
dead without warning.”

FINLAND'S NEW PRESIDENT
is a former premier, Urho Kekko-
nen, who stood on a platform of
firm friendship with "the Soviet
Union. His election was a great vic-
tory for Finnish progressives of a
wide range of opinion who backed
him against the determined opposi-
tion of the government parties, in
cluding the Social Democrats. Kek-
konen won by 151 votes to 149,
with the support of the 56 Commu-
nist votes.

Jordan Frees Herself
From Brifain:
Glubb Blubs

LONDON.

Glubb Pasha wept in a Cypm
hotel last week after he had
been ignominiously sacked from
what he had thought was
own private army in Jordan.

The exile of the British “un-
crowned king of Jordan” came
as a complete shock in Britain,
where the ostility aroused
throughout Jordan against the
British-sponsored Bagdad war
pact has been hopelessly under-
estimated.

The Middle East press has
hailed the assertion by Jordan
of her independence and com-
pares the exile of Glubb with
that of the dissolute and discre-
dited Farouk of Egypt.

Thousands of demonstrators
thronged the streets of all the
main centres in Jordan, welcom-
ing the sacking of the Pasha,
and it is quite clear that had
King Hussein not carried out
the popular will he could not
himself have retained power.

The assertion by Jordan of
her indapendence, and her alli-
ance with Egypt and Syria, the
two Middle East countries which
have come out firmly with a
policy of neutralism and deter-
mination not to be drawn into
any anti-Soviet bloe, is one of
the biggest blows to imperialism

in the Middle East in recent
times.
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WORLD INTEREST IN
SOVIET CONGRESS

"THE world press has been giving extensive

coverage to the twentieth Congress of the
Communuist Party of the US.S.R. which ended
last week, It has been very widely suggested in
the anti-Soviet press that the whole of Soviet
policy has been changed. As Pieter Lessing,
Cape Times correspondent pointed out (March
2), US. Secretary of State Dulles has fostered
this view because “it is convenient to claim
in an election year that his foreign policy has
been so successful that it has forced the Soviet
leaders to think again.”

Lessing comes to the i Tt is

co-operation, but also_create possibilities for it. It
is,” he said, “imperative to find points of contact,
and on these grounds lay the foundations for So-
operation, sweeping aside mutual recriminations.”
Referrlng to the Labour l'nlﬁ-, he said: “Many
Social Democrats stand for acti
war d:nger and militarism, We lincﬂ'ely them
and are willing to do everything necessary io unite
our efforts in the struggle for peace.”

The winning of independence in recent years of
a number of formerly colonial countries, was “a
post-war development of world historic significance.”
But a big part of the African continent and other

able that Mr. Dulles should claim, for the benefit
of the American electorate, that he has almost
brought the men in the Kremlin to their knees, but
unfortunately nothing could be further from the

It is natural that there should be so great an
interest in the Congress, and in particular in the
opening report of the first secretary of the Soviet
Communist Party, Nikita Kruschov.

Kruschov opened his report with a review of the
international position of the Soviet Union.

Main Feature

“The emergence of Socialism from within the
bounds of a single country, and its transformation
into a world system, is the main feature of our era,”
he said. The final Congress resolution, as reported
by the Cape Times, endorsed this view: “The main
feature of our epoch has been the emergence of
Socialism from the bounds of one country and its
transformation into a world system, while capitalism
has been unable to impede this historic process. The

places to be in colonial or semi-colonial
dependence.

Outlining some of the Soviet activities to main-
tain world peace he said: “The Soviet Union has
done much to bring the positions of the Great
Powers closer_together. Now it is up to the U.S,
Britain and France. This of course doesn’t mean
that the Soviet Union will refuse to make further
efforts to ease international tension and strcngtlwn
peace On the conmry, but equal efforts and recipro-

'na method of negotiation, must become the sole
method of solving international problems.’

WORLD STAGE
By Spectator

capitalist world has shrunk the
general crisis of its syslem continues to worsen.”

Kruschov went o

“The sxmu]taneous existence of two opposite sys-
tems—capitalist and Socialist—developing according
to different laws and in opposne directions, has be-
come an indisputable fact.”

Figures show, he said, that in 26 years the Soviet
Union, in spite of lremendous damage done to the
national economy by war, increased its industrial
output more than twenty- inld, while the U.S., whleh
enjoyed
able only to increase its production by slightly more
than two-fold.

'Substantial Recessions’

Since the war the United States had experienced
thige substantial recessions in production, while a
serious economic crisis which began at the end of
1948 was only stopped by an intensified arms drive
arising from the Korean war.

The United States, he claimed, is losing the mono-
poly position it held after the war, and the economic
struggle between Western countries is developing

all the time, .
Competition

This situation has become especially aggravated
since the reappearance of Western Germany and
Japan, who, like Britain and France, had practically
regained their pre-war positions in ‘world markets.

They dnshkmf each other, but all had more than
sufficient reason to be dissatisfied with the United
States.

“As before,” he maintained, “the main conflict is
that between the United States and Britain. Anglo-
American antagonism embraces a wide range of

questions.
Grah, Smother

“Under the slogan of ‘Atlantic co-operation’ the
transatlantic competitors are gmbbln%‘ the principal
strategic and economic positions of the British Em-
pire, and they are working to obtain a foeoting on
imperial lines of communication, smother the system
of preferential tariffs and get control of the sterling
area.

“It is not surprising, therefore, that in Britain and
France there is a ﬁrowmg desire to put an end to
the situation in which Atlantic co- operation is of
advantage to only one partner.

Mr, Kruschov then referred to “the growth of the
peace forces.”

“A vast zone of peace,” he nhl, “including peace-
loving states both Socialist and non-Socialist, has

emerged in the world. This zone embraces vast areas
inhabited by nearly 1,500 million people—ﬂm is
the majority of the population of our planet.”

Workers Split

“Not a few of the misfortunes in this harassing
world today are due to the fact that in many coun-
tries the working people have been split for many
vears, its different groups do not present a united
front,” he said.

“Yet today the prospect of changing this situation
is opening up. Life has put on the agenda many
questions which not only demand rapproshement and

He said that the principle of pcnceful co-existence
of states with different social s
been, and remained, the gcncral lme of the foreign
pollcy of the Soviet Union.

“Perhaps we dont have enough territory or wealth?
No! We have sufficient of €.

that might lead to millions of pes
into war for the sake of the
handful of multi-millionaires.
Do those who shout about the aggressive inten-
uom of the US.S.R. know all this? Of course they
lo. Why, then, do they keep up the old monotonous
refram about some imaginary ‘Communist aggres-
sion'? Only to stir up mud to conceal their plans
for world domination,

Not For Export

To this_day the enemies of peace falsely allegé
that the Sowiet Union is out to over W other
states by ‘exporting’ revoluﬂon. he said.

But the Soviet !-nlon had not interfered and was
not planning to rfere ln the internal affairs of
other countries. “It is ridiculous to think that revo-
lutions are made to order,” he said.

Is War Inevitable?

Discussing the question of whether another war
was inevitable, Kruschov said that as long as the
present situation continued in the West, the reac-
tionary forces representing the interests of big mono-
polies, would continue their drive tow: military | ¢
gambles and aggression and might try to unleash
wa

“But war isn't fatalistically inevitable. Today there
are mighty social and political forces pessessing
formidable means to prevent imperialists from un-
leashing war, and if they actually try to start i, to
give a smasHing rebuff to the aggressors and frustrate
their adventurist plans.”

He said that the precept that wars are inevitable
aslonguimpednﬂmexhhwuwolvedlllﬂmv
when imperialism was all-
social and political forces which did m mt war
were weak, poorly organised and unable to compel
imperialists fo renounce war.

Now the situation had changed radically, he said.
The_countries which worked for peate had become
a mighty force, and in them the world peace move-
ment found not only the moral but also the material
means 1o prevent aggression.

Foreign Policy

Kruschov then gave the followmg five-point sum-
mary of Soviet foreign policy ai

1. Pursue vigorously a pohcy of aceful co-
existence With a view to transforming the relaxation
of international tension achieved into a stable peace.

2. Strengthen in every way fraternal relations
with China, the peoples democracies and the frater-
nal people of Yugoslavi:

3. Consolidate the bonds of friendship with Indxa.

Burma, Indonesia, Afghanistan, Egypt, Syria and

ms_had always | d

The Garment Workers' Union of African Women, Johannesburg, was represented at the SACTU con-

ference by the above delegation. From left to right,
treasurer) et Majozi. Centre row: Sylvin Klaas, Salj
Muriel Vonxanu, (vice-chairlady) Christina Selemela,

Back row:

Miriam Pilane, Sarah Maseko (vice-
iphy Mogomotsi, Ethel Lutuli.
Nnme Gule (treasurer) and Thelma Netu.

Front row:

(There will be more conference pictures in next week’s New Age)

LC. BILL WILL CAUSE RACIAL STRIFE

(Continued from page 1)
Aftell' a full chscnsslon on the In-

of the Industrial Conciliation Bill,
compromised with the Nauonahst
apartheid ~ Government, identified

Bll.l led by Mr. B. January. and
which need to rally al
workets against the Bill was em-
conference passed a re-

solution declaring that it

with White Baasskap and
conscqmlly undermined the resist-
ance of the working class.
5. Therefore urges all unions
affiliated to the SATUC to move
for fi

1. Confirms its affirm-
ed position that lhc Bill is a fascist-
hke measure dictated by anti-work-
ing class, undemocratic and capita-
list interests and aimed at the des-
truction of free trade unionism.

2. Calls upon the workers of all
races to uphold the historic and
fundamental principles of the trade
union movement which are to
establish collective action on the
part of wage earners irrespective of
race, sex, religion and politics to
advance their collective interests
and strive for the achievements of
a society guaranteeing the right to
work, a minimum living wage and
adequau social security.

3 Umu all trade unionists and
workers to struggle for the defeat
of this pernicious, fascist-like mea-
sure and in the event of its being
adopted by the fake Nationalist

jom.y in the present government

work unceasingly for ils repeal

lld for the enactment of industrial

laws that will guarantee workers the
right to organise freely.

SEGREGATIONISTS

4, Expresses its strong dnsapprov-

| of the leaders of the SATU
Councnl who .adopted a colour bar
constitution in 1954, accepted in
principle the provisions

this colour bar organisation which
has so dismally failed the workers
of South Africa and which can on-
ly do them untold harm by its con-
tinued existence.

6. Appeals to Coloured, Indian
African and European workers both
men and women to realise their
common interests as workers, reject
the false and h concep-

SACTU Vice-President
Arresied

CAPE TOWN.
SACTU vice-president, Mr. C.

rom | Sibande, was amongst a rumber of

Africans arrested on the Cape Town
Grand Parade at the close of the
mass meeting on Sunday afternoon.

Police surrounded Mr. Sibande,
asked him for his permit to be in
Cape Town, bundled him ioto a
car in which there were 6 police-
men, and took him to the charge
office. About 24 hours later Mr.
Sibande was released on payment

of £5 admissi guilt.

tions of White Baasskap and segre-
gation, organise free and indepen-
dent unions of their own choosin;
and combine under the banner of
the S.A. Congress of Trade Unions
to build a single trade union centre
embracing all sections of the work-
ing class for the achievement of
complete equality and a workers'
charter.

Speakers on the 1.C. Bill also
stressed that it “‘will cause nothing
else but racial strife in the facto-
ries™ (Mr. January) and would “de-
velop into a race cancer_that would
eat into the industrial efficieney and
productivity of South Africa™ (Mr.
R. G. Thomas Reddy, Tin Workers,
Durban).

Another SACTU delegate from
Johannesburg, Mr. H. Gumede, was
also arrested although he produced
his exemption certificate. He was
later released.

Two African women f{rom Elsies
River, Mrs. L. Dyantyi and Mrs.
K. Lisedi, were also arrested for
pass offences and kept in the cells
overnight. The following day they
were released on £5 bail each.

A Cape Town Indian was ques-
tioned by the police, who thought
he had entered the area from Jo-
hannesburg without a permit, He
was not arrested.

Eve-witn:

Send a Donation
to NEW AGE

to New
Age on the provocative atfitude of
the police and also on the contin-
gent of uniformed police that were

i “standing by” in Parade Street.

other conmnes which stand for peace; support he
countries which refuse to be involved in military
Develop and strengthen relations with Fin-
land, Austria and other neutral countries.

blocs.

make possible:

Some main points: The new five-year plan will

A seven-] -hour working day next ycar-—slx -hour day
in mining and in the oil industry; a

e-day week

4. Pursue a vigorous policy of further improving
relations with the US., Britain, France, Western
Germany, Japan, Italy, Turkey, Iran, Pakistan and
other countries.

$. Follow vigilantly the intrigues in circles that
do not want relaxation of international tension; ex-
pose in good time subversive activities ef the enemies
of peace and security; take all measures necessary to
{}mhcr strengthen the defence potential of the

Transformation
Mr, Kruschov then went on to deal with the new
transformation of Soviet society which will result
from the five-year plan.

in some branches of industry next year and a six-
hour day for all young people between the ages of
16 and 18; special hclp for old people liying alone
and high huusmg priority for the aged; three times
more consumer goods in 1 compared with 1950;
huge advances in child welfare and_ education; blg
increase in food production and agriculture.

Collective Leadership
Kruschov and other leaders stressed the impor-
tance of collective leadership for their &“y and
condemned in strong terms “the cult of the indivi-
dual.” For the past twenty years, said Mikoyan, this

important principle had ben absent in the party, but
it must in flmlre be firmly adhered to.

SPECIAL BRANCH ADMINISTERING THE

NATIVE LABOUR ACT?

Mr. Leslic Massina, general
secretary, leading the discussion at
the SACTU conference on the Na-
tive Labour (Settlement of Dis-
putes) Act, said police and special
branch detectives are called into
!av:loncs where  disputes  exist.
“That is the way the Government
promises the people of South Afri-
ca to settle disputes.”

Workers have no confidence in
Native Labour Officers, who appear
on the scene of every dispute. They
jeer at them and treat them with
such contempt, that they are forced
to withdraw. The presence of the
special branch of the police, who
in Johannesburg appear to be ad-
ministering the Act, greatly irritates
the workers.

“It is clear the Act is unwork-
able,” Mr. Massina went on. “The
workers are calling for trade unions
and our job is to organise all work-
ers for their protection.”

USE THE ACT?

Mr. R. Altman, national presi-
dent of the National Union of
Distributive Workers, who had ear-
lier brought fraternal ﬁrectings from
his union (in which he had stated
that SACTU had “‘scared off” his
union and others by touching on
matters which are “dynamite”), now
intervened in the debate.

He was as much oppos;.d_ as any-
one in the hall to the of

from the workers to this Act
clearly shows that SACTU' de-
mand for its repeal is justified,”
says the resolution.

money be spent instead on building
houses, schools and hospitals,

“We demand further that the
South African Government, together

dem:
to safeguard the freedom a
dependence of workers’ acuvmes
the right to strike and the freedom
of collective bargaining.”

Other Resolutions

Resolutions touching all aspects
of hfc were adopted at the confer-

Conierence noted with concern
that there has been no increase in
cost of living for the
pa»t 3} years, although the cost of
food and transport has mounted.
“In addition, further heavy econo-
mic burdens are being imposed on
the masses of the workers as a re-
sult of the present Govermnems
racial and apa policies.”
Conference demanded the immedi-
ate revision of, and increase in,
cost of living allowances.

Another  resolution  prof
against THE CLOSING OF THE
SOVIET CONSULATE and de-
manded that the Government res-
cind this decision.

In two resolutions conference
protested agamst the use of !he
of Ce

Disputes 2st.  “The best way to
fight the Act is to show the Gov-
ernment that it cannot work—we
can show that by using the machin-
ery of the Act.

He adyised delegates to “shower
the Labour Department” with so
many grievances through the chan-
nels of the Act, that they “mll
throw up the sponge very quickly.”
Although SACTU was not in favour
of establishing factory committees
in terms of the Act, it should use
such committees to strengthen its
own unions and see that its own
people got on to such committees.

Mr. C. Sibande, SACTU nation-
al vice-president, and Mr. Massina
were quick to reply to Mr. Altman.
The workers in the factories wanted
to negotiate and air their gnevances
through their own trade unions, and
not through Government officials
whom they could never trust, said
Mr. Sibande. Moreover, the Gov-
ernment would never allow union
leaders to become and remain
members of their factory commit-
tees, but would endorse them out,
as it did people’s representatives on
school boards.

“If we co-operate in the working
of the Act, the complaints of the
workers will never be settled,” said
Mr. Sibande. “The onmly
therefore, is to have lwﬂlin: to do
with the Act.

Mr. Massina also pointed out the
danger in the belief that the Act
can be fought from within. “Once
we aceept this policy, trade union-
ists will be employed e Gov-
ernment and therefore will not be
able to fight the bosses.”

DIRECT NEGOTIATIONS

Even if workers’ delegates were
clected to the factory committees
they had to convey their grievances
through the Native Labour Officer
and, in terms of the Act, would not
be present at the hcarmg of their
grievances.

“We want to negotiate directly
with the employers. We are not
prepared to negotiate indirectly and
therefore are mot prepared to use
the Act.”

In a

Act
persecute the workers, demandmg
the repeal of the Act and the im-
mediate lifting of all bans imposed
an workers' leaders.

Resolving to carry on a_deter-
mined struggle for peace, Cunfer-
ence demanded from the Govern-
ment the reduction of

with other outlaw the
use of Atomic and H-bombs ind
setile differences by negotiation 3nd
not by war.’

PASS LAWS

A large number of delegates rose
to speak when a resolution con-
demning the pass laws came up for
discussion. Mrs. Frances Baard of
Port Elizabeth said: “Once women
accept the passes, they will be
jailed every day.”

A garment worker from Johan-
nesburg told how she went with her
young son to the Johannesburg
Pass Office to collect his pass. Offi-
cials questiongd her and the boy
separately and refused to believe
that he had been born in Johannes-
burg. He was handcuffed and taken
away.

Mrs. Grace Johnson, a canning
worker and delegate from Paarl,
was recently given a permit to work
ata !ﬂarucular factory in Paarl only
till the end of the month. This in
spite of the fact that she had docu-
ments to prove to the authorities
that she was born in Ndabeni,
Cape Town, and had lived in Paarl
since 1927.

Conference enthusiastically pled-
ged support to the national anti-
pass campaign,

Another  resolution  demanded
bames for the homeless, school

creches and proper feeding schemes
for young children,

Calling for lhc revision of lhe

on defence, suggesting that the

give greater security to the workers,

conference demanded that the Act
be extended to cover all workers
irrespective of wage earnings and
colour, and also in rural areas.

The incoming executive was in-
structed to draw up a plan of cam-
paign to organise te the

African miners, and conference
pledged full support to African
mine workers in their fight against
the migratory labour system.

Conference demanded that imme-
diate legislation be promulgated to
(a) lay down um  living
wages for all farm workers; and
that (b) a 40-hour maximum work-
ing week be introduced.

A resolution condemned the Se-
nate Act as a further step of the
present Government towards com-
plete fascism and the eliminatisn
of democracy.

Freedom Charter

A special session of the confer-
ence, led by Mr. n Levy, was
devoted to the Freedom Charter,
which was unanimously adopted on
a resolution moved by Mr. C. Si-
bande, and seconded by the Gar-
ment Workers' Union of African
Women.

Conference solemnly pledged:
“These freedoms ( tllmd in the
Charter), we will ﬁd\t for side hy
side all our lives, until we have
won our liberty.”

In addition, it was resolved to
recommend to the Congress move-

ools, | ment that June 26 be set aside as

Freedom Charter Day, on which
mass rallies must be organised
throughout South Africa to en-
able people to dedicate themselves
anew to the struggle for the reali-
sation of the aims of the Charter.

"WORK
FOR TH

sympathies lie heavily
wnth SACTU because it has no
colour bar and thus makes the
possibilities of working-class
unity greater than any other
federation,” Mr. Alec Hepple,
Labour M.P. and guest speaker
on the first afternoon, told the
SACTU conference in Cape
Town last week.

“It is a great tragedy and cala-
mity that the trade union move-
ment has allowed race prejudice
and race discrimination to divide
the ranks of the workers. The
workers of South Africa, whether
white or black, will always be at
the mercy oi the employers if they
are divided.”

Mr. Hepple said that when all
dny in Parliament he heard about
“preserving white civilisation” he
wondered if he were in a mad-
house.

“Those methods will not lead to
racial peace in South Africa, but to
race Imred, said Mi . “The
policy of baasskap and up-rlheid is
going to lead to disaster in South
Africa, and not the policy of those
who seek equal rights and opportu-
nities for all people of ail races

i their col

iterated its opposition to the An
“Practical experience has proved
our contention that the Act is de-
signed to destroy the freedom of
collective _bargaining  for
workers. The intense opposition

33
a

our and re-
ligion.”

Referring to the Industrial Con-
ciliation Amendment B|ll Mr. Hep-
ple said it would end in the weak-
ening and disruption of the trade

RS MUS

T FIGHT

IR RIGHTS"~Hepple

union movement in South Africa.

“Today the workers of South
Africa of all colours are reaping
the harvest of the crimes that were
committed in the past.

“Now we see the awful results of
‘keeping  politics out of trade
unions.” They have not succeeded
in Ikeepln; the Nationalist Party

out of trade unions, They have on-
ly one klnd of politics now in the
trade unions—the politics imposed
by the Nationalist Government.”

It was a fundamental right of
workers to strike. “Every trade
unionist with the exception of a
few toadies and lick-spittles will
agree with this,” said Mr. Hepple.
“And if they agree, they must be
prepared to fight for this right.”

The Government was using the
Settlement of Disputes Act to per-
secute African workers, and a num-
ber of employers were taking ad-
vantagc of this law and “hope that

Flus the pick-up vans is going to

them treat their African em-
ployecs like dirt.”

The prime task today is to or-
ganise all unorgamscd workers, Mr.
Hepple went on. “Side by side
must be their education in trade
unionism.”

Delegates could get inspiration
from history. “They should remem-
ber the despair and helplessness
which faced the British worker at
the time of the Industrial Revolu-
tion. Conditions of workers then

were even worse than those of the
Africans today.

“All that is changed. Let it be an
inspiration to every ome of you.
The light is there, It needs leaders
like you to show the workers that
light.”

Make Freedom Charter

ANC Programme
JOHANNESBURG.

A meeting in New Ermelo loca-
tion of over 500 people called by
the Eastern Transvaal region of the
ANC last week-end urged the forth-
coming ANC conference to endorse
the Freedom Charter and make it
the programme of the liberation
struggle, as well as to intensify op-
position to the ass system and its
application to African women.

members came to this
meeting from as far afield as Stan-
derton, Bethal, Morgenzon, Krom-
draai.~ Amesfoort, Trichardt and
Bloukop. Mr. G. T. Sibande, known
among the people as “The Lion of
the East” and a member of the
ANC Transvaal Executive was de-
tained by the police after the meet-
ing for allegedly “disobeying a
Ministerial order under the Riotous
Assemblies Act

A large nnmber at the meeting
signed the Freedom
meeting  pledged Bpo:iuon to
passes, the [.C. Act, Bantu Educa-
tion and support for all European,
African, Indian and Coloured
people in their opposition to the
Nationalists and support for the
Charter,
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“The South African Congress of Trade Unions must be an example and inspiration to the workers and people of South Alrica
as o what can be achieved by unity, irrespective of race, colour or creed,” Mr. P. Byleveld, national prm'denl,sai(!auhe SAI:'I'U
conference in Cape Town last week when he iniroduced the statement of policy drawn up by the national execulive commitiee.

“SACTU intends fo be as active in the polifical field as it will be in the economic sphere, because we realise the living
conditions of workers are inexiricably hound up with political rights in South Africa,” Mr. Byleveld declared.

SACTU UNITES ALL WORKERS

The policy statement, which
was adopled‘umnnnou]y. begmt
by quoting from a speech made
in Parliament in 1942 by Mr.
B. J. Schoeman, former Nat
Minister of Labour,

Mr. Schoeman said:

“I want . . . to briefly touch
upon a few of the main underly-
ing principles (of the policy of

ry Party) . . . Firstly, we contend
that wage control and wage fixa-
tion ould be enurely in the
hands of the

“Sccondly, and zlm is the most
important prmclple—sdf -govern-
ment in industry must be elimi-

naf .
“ln rcgard to the Non-Euro-
o0 must_be fixed)
a degnm quota fwhhmpuu
uml-ckllled and skilled occupa-
tions in industry.”

The
tinues:

As a fascist party the Nationa-
list Party attempts ruthlessly to
force through its programme.

‘They placed the Native Labour
(Settlement of Disputes) Act on
the Statute Book. “Placing wage
fixation” (as far as the
worker is concerned) “entirely in
the hands of the State,” and deny-
ing the African workers all say
in their own conditions of work;
prohibiting the strike weapon un-
der severe penalties, implements
the chemmcnl s polu:y

They int e “Industrial
Cundlhﬂon mn" whlc!: will give
the Government the power to
weaken the trade union move-
ment by dividing the workers on
racial lines; undermine and des-
troy collective bargaining; deprive
all workers of the right to strike;
deprive trade unions of the right
to control their own funds, to
elect their own officials, generally
to exercise democratic rights with-

in_their own unions.

Thus the Nationalist Govern-
ment hopes to translate its fascist
policy into the legislation of our
country.

Workers Ill-Prepared

The trade union movement was
ill-prepared to meet this onslaught
on the rights of the workers.
Years of Trade Unionism alang
the lines laid down by the
sions of the lndusmnl Condlu-
tion Act had softened the back-
bone of the trade union move-
ment. In the field of trade union
organisation the emphasis had
gradually shifted from the shop
and factory floor to the
union office. It became a tendency

SACTU statement con-

provisions of the I.C,

apply. Many trade unionists re-

cognised the necessity to

militant struggle with legal pro-

cedure, but found difficulty to

apply it in practice.
l‘aillm-er to :;nme in a -

struggle for the proudh-

rights of the working class further

move-

the Trade Unlou" has for many
years been the curse of
union movement in Soulh Africa.

The scourge of racialism found
its way into the trade union move-

ment with the result that the or-
ganised European workers (ailed
to mobilise African w(

Afrm, for
atrnule. They fell ad easy m

rest oppression, it will be the task
of the Congress to lead and pian
this stry, in a manner most
effective 1n such a situation.

The highly type of

Lmd: umon machinery IS at a

thelr jobs were endangered by this
growing number of s, in-
stead of seeing in it the country’s
greatest asset, ly, expansion
of our industries, added prosperity
for our economy, and thus greater
uppomlmlwu for all. Nowuhys

European
luldcrs persist in’ dcpldmg
African workers as rivals to F.um-
pean workers, thus pla
the hands of the Nnhonalm

These hasu: weaknesses on the
ra rt of the trade union movement
ft the field wide open for the
Nanonlllsl Gov«nment to estab;

(Seme.mem of Disputes) Act
place with the unorganised Afn-
can workers hardly knowing what
wag going on, and with most
European Coloured trade
unionists refusing to concern
ves with an issue which
they erroneously believed to affect
only the Affican workers.

The LC. Bill

The time was now ripe for the
Government to introduce its on-
slaught on
nnlonsm'.hcformoflhelc Act
Amendment Bill. Once again the
greater majority of these trade
unions fell into the trap delibe-
rately set for
ernment. They

?:E

Trades and Labour Cmmcx.l (the
only trade union co-ordinating
bog,y left to accept the prlnclple
of racial equality in the trade
union movement) voted for its
dissolution, and for the formation
of the South African Trade Union

Council from which Africas
Which turher adogid 2 poi
which further a icy
of vleading with the Governmeat,
rather than mobilising the workers
for a militant stru

]
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gr in
auon, and although the mesmy
of it is recognised and must be
mmmnad Il will be the mili-
unit which will be

mul effective in the h
is on these factory units that the
organisational sis must be
placed.

must receive the necessary theore-
uul edue-non in '.he working-

truggle to equip them for
mdependem stmggle_ The empha-
sis must, further, be on the de-
velopment of leadership in_the

actories. Such a policy will in

iludlits supply the movement wxdl

The Congress must continue to
propagate and practice complete
class unity amongst workers of all

aim,
strive for the achievement of a
single trade union co-ordinating
body as expressed in our consti-
tution and declared policy.
LA s’cngussl of Trade Uml;’:;
must orously uc a
lacnsng the ill)l‘ll?rcsts of the

wor ers in the forefront of its

struggle. We must boldly organise
all workers for higher wages,
better conditions of life and
human

Such_issues as full and eqlnl
benefits for prospective working
mothers, guaranteed annual lwvc
on full pay fcr all workers, full
equal worl i

.
it
§i

e
e
A
A
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hilst SACTU
sue its own indepen
for the workers’ nghls, it p
full support and co-operati

Ea
<
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senumal m;.hng for the re-
moval of Fascist tynnny, for the
elimination ‘l’:g:ll; restricti fve I:l:d
o] Sl’mwe tion, for e
5 ievement of complete politi-
cal hbemion In _particular
SACTU dexl th adherence to i
and support of the programmes of
the Aﬁ?x?zn National Congress,
the S.A. Indian Congress, the S.A.
Congress of Democrats and lhs
.A. Coloured People’s Ory

tion, as the organisations ]omtly
responsible with us to struggl

objectives of  the
Charter.

“WAAR’S

JOU PAS,

KAFFER-MEID @”

Thcse are the npemxw words of

Chams t has just been med
on the question of passes for
women.

“The issue of pass books to
African women will impose o re-
strictions on their existing rights

. . The people realise what is
beneficial to_them,” says a_state-
ment by the Native Affairs Depart-
ment in December, 1955. The
statement goes on: “How can
issue of reference books to Afri-
can women be an oppressive

measure’

“Women in Chains” gives the
answer to that question. It shows
how endless misery and suffering
will be inflicted on women through
the pass laws—and woman means
every over the age of 15
years. It shows how the mm in-

unemployment msurancc for all
workers, the right of every worker
w enpu in skilled occupations
nd to advancement in industry—
l.hose issues are basic demands of
the movement, which the S.A.
Congress of Trade Unions will
relentlessly strive to achieve for
all workers, irrespective of race,
colour or sex.

Freedom Charler

At same time the S.A. Con-
gress of Trade Unions is conscious
of the fact that the organising of
the mass of the workers for
demands and the successful strug-
gle for them is inextricably bound
up with a deter nmncdmglefor
Folmcal rights and for lit

all oppressive laws and
practi Every move of the
workers “for their basic rights in

South Africa is hampered by gene-
ral legislation aﬁ’ecung their right

B2
it
Hopr
g
]
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i
F
5
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place under conditions of seve-

it of domi-
cxle. their lack of po itical repre-
sentation. Every struggle of the
workers for higher wages, for bet-
ter working conditions, even for
the smallest advance in factory
conditions or for the re-instate-
ment of an unjustly
fellow-worker — is immediately
met by the full force of a Police
State organised to restrict every
civil human right.

It follows that a mere struggle
for the economic rights of the
workers without participation
the general struggle for poljuﬁ
emancipation would condemn
trade union movement to useless-
nuzsmdtnabetﬂyllofdlein-
terests of the workers.

It is for this reason that the
S.A. Congress of Trade Unions

nocent g to buy a
loaf of bread, wsn‘.mg a friend—
may be turned into a nightmare
for those who must carry a pass
book and produce it on demand.
It shows how influx control re-

gulations will be used—in fact,

Bole of Capitalism in
S.A. History

The latest issue of “Liberation”
contains the first of two articles
on “The Role of Capitalism in
South Afrwan History” by H.

Lawsor

“In Sonth Africa,” says the au-
thor, “the falnﬁeanon of hmtnry
has been used as a pro]
ganda &apon. 3 t.heﬁﬁgllgz
groups. Oppression is_just y
the liberal use of historical
myths . . . To counter the propa-
gnnda weapons of !'llxhur lers it

necessary for ppresud
peop]e to find out the truth about

eir own history and to expose
the rele yed by Jthe system
whxch en

His own Inlda bnna to hubl
many interesting facts
the robbers’ role of the ﬁm Dulch

settlers in dm coun!
Other _articles ‘319 issue of

Department,

tu"; and an editorial “Before thc
gnmr ‘?Xdy‘hlhs'}m drelﬂute of

o opposition to halt passage
of the Coloured vote bill.
“Liberation,” price ls., is
tainable from P.O. Box 10120
Johannesburg,

are already being used—to break
up families and destroy homes.
Husbands and wives are ord

to live in different parts of the
country; no home will be secure.

The booklet expresses the wo-
men’s deep apprehension at the
handl.mg they may receive from

police. The new law gives the
pohoe greatly-increased powers to
stop and arrest women anywhere,
at any time,

rican women have a long
lradmon of struggle against the
pass_laws. Thet{‘fought them suc-
cessfully

scnal sacrifice. Today, thc ﬁ ht
w:ll undoubtedly be harder,
today women are better orgamsed
and_participate more in political
affairs.

“Women in Chains” should be
read by everyone who hates m]us-
tice. It has been i &omdy y
the Federation of South African
Women, and the African National

o
attractively produced, with a strik-
ing cover, and costs 6d. a copy. If
you are unable to obtain a copy,
send 7d. in stamps to the Federa-
tion of S.A, Women, Box 10876,
Johannesburg.
HW.

Get rid of
ANGRY

PAINS!

Mag-, i uwknd ﬂeo—
lor el
tive rAd.}:f. Feel how gently it
mthunwaympunmdulml

from the agony of backache,
lumbago, neuritis, headache,
sore throat, bladder pain and

Get Mag-

myl

MAC-ASPIRIN
is not ordinary aspirin
vl e
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A large crowd gathers to sign the Freedom Cha
burg last

rter at the meeting on the City Hall steps in Joh:
week.

AT COLOURED

JO'BURG CITIZENS PROTEST

VOTE MURDER

JOHANNESBURG.—The original “political sin” in South Africa
was the exclusion of the Non-European people from voting rights
When the Act of Union was drawn up,” said Dr. R, Press,

ing a public meeting on
Pprotest against the

the Johan:
removal of Coloured voters

roll.

This sin was perpetuated through
the current idea that the only peo-
ple who can contribute to South
Africa are Whites, he said.

After the meeting a large num-
ber of people, European and Non-
European, queued to sign the Free-
dom Charter.

By removing the Coloureds from
the roll, the Government was try-
ing to deprive a section which did
not support it of the vote. This
could mean that the time would
come when Englishmen and Jews
would also be deprived of the
vote.

After summarising the Freedom
Charter, Dr. Press said:

the rising of the sun!”
The Reverend Jarrett Kerr, of
the C ity of the R

ANC Special Conference
starts on March 31in Jo burg

JOHANNESBURG.—The African National Congress Special Conference—called to discuss the three
constitutional n

issues of the Freedom Charter, the fight against passes for women, and

held in Johannesburg on March 31 and April 1. ¢
This was announced this week by the Working Committee of the ANC. The conference will take
place in the Orlando Communal Hall.

Women Condemn Ethnic
Grouping

PORT ELIZABETH. -

The Government attempt to fos-
ter strife and conflict among Afri-
cans by means of ethnic grouping
and other measures envisaged under
the Bantu Authorities Act was
doomed to failure, declared the
ANC Women’s League at a region-
al conference of the Eastern Cape
held at the Thomas Hall, P.E, re-

cently.

Delegates to the conference came
from nearly all the branchgs in the
Eastern Cape, some from as far
afield as 50 miles.

Concern was shown by delegates
at the alarming infant mortality
rate as reflected in the notices of
deaths posted at the Native Com-
missioner’s Offices at P.E. As a re-
sult the conference passed a resolu-
tion calling upon African women
in  particular and democratic-
minded people in general to observe
the increasing infant mortality
among Africans as a result of the
social and economic conditions
under which they are compelled to
live.

Subsequently a leaflet was circu-
lated widely advising mothers what
to do as soon as they observed the
first signs of fastrofnlmns, the
biggest child killer.

The conference expressed horrer
at the decision of the P.E. Council
to impose a Lodger’s fee on_boys
and girls of 18 years who lived with
their parents, Speakers deplored the
fact that children were being ad-
vised to live in single quarters in-
dependently of their parents. This
move was regarded as another at-
tempt to undermine and disrupt the
family life of the African,

il th to e
imcison st e i o ||

The issue that will probably
loom largest at the conference is
the growing opposition from all
parts of the country to the exten-
sion of pass laws to women, and
the progress and stepping up of the
ANC campaign to organise the
people against the pass laws.

The first local demonstration of
women against pass laws was seen
in Germiston this week and is ex-
pected to be repeated in many other
centres.

The women will speak forcefully
for the intensification of this cam-
paign_and will have proposals to
raise it to new heights, but men and
women alike feel hotly on this is-
sue, and the debate is certain to be
very lively.

FREEDOM CHARTER

Observers here feel that the Free-
dom Charter will be adopted with
enthusiasm and by an overwhelm-
ing majority. If there is any dissent,
it will come from tiny groups like
the self-named “Africanists” who
count for little in Congress.

A new draft constitution will be
presented to the delegates but as all
amendments have, in terms of the
present constitution, to be circula-
rised three months beforehand, the
suggested changes can be discussed
in principle only in April, and can-
not be adopted. Any constitutional
amendments will have to wait for
the national conference at the end
of this year, so that all branches
and Congress members will have
ample time to debate and discuss
the propesed amendments.

—_—

ROAD TO RUIN: “The US.
State Department is so sterile of
ideas that the only answer they have
to the Russians is to ask for more
money. If Kruschov and Bulganin
keep on travelling around the
world, they may succeed in ban-
krupting this country.”—U.S. Sena-
tor Russell, in the budgst debate
ast month,

changes—will be

Another ANC Leader

JOHANNESBGRG.

A member of the African Na-
tional Congress, Mr. Jones
Kgasane, was recently arrested in
Bloemfontein for not having a
lodger’s permit, was charged and
fined andp:l\en deported from that
city under section ten of the Ur.
ban Areas Act.

He was given only one hour in
which to leave Bloemfontein and
was seen off by police. His pass
was endorsed ‘not permitted to
register or to remain in the pro-
claimed area of Bloemfontein.””

Kgasane was told his presence
there was ‘“disturbing the peace
of the people’!

104 Textile Workers
Acquitted

PORT ELIZABETH.

The second group of African
workers, 104 in all, who were
charged at Uilenhage for refusing
to work overtime, were recently
found not guilty and discharged.
In spite of warnings, Africa salutes
ra:iin the Court grounds as hun-
dr

of people learnt of the deci- | offici:

sion.

Another group of 31 who came
before the same Court on the same
charge were convicted and sentenced
to a fine of £2 or 20 days imprison-
ment, and a further days im-
prisonment suspended for one year.
In this case an appeal was noted
and is still pending.

The outcome of this appeal
awaited with keen interest as it wil
determine whether or not overtime
is compulsory,

=5

tion, compared the Senate Act to
a game of musical chairs.

“When the music stops the Na-
tionalists will always have an extra
chair—tied to their bottoms.”

After the removal of the Col-
oureds, the Government would
probably abolish the Native repre-
sentation and then drive on to total
apartheid which was another name
for_“wit baasskap” or domination.

The_population register and the
extension of police supervision over
the private lives of people were
examples of this domination.

join together with ‘;ll
men of goodwill in protesting at the
direction the Government is taking
us. Peace and friendship can only
arise from the application of jus-
tice.”

VIGILANCE

Rev. D. C. Thompson, who was
in the chair, said that democracy
in South Arica depended on eter-
nal vigilance against a Government
which was trying to preserve in the
twentieth century something that
died six centuries ago.

“We all know that life without

g

G. | freedom is not worth living,” he
said.

The meeting was recorded on
television by an overseas company.

" Barbarous Pass Laws"”
Condemned

JOHANNESBURG.

A public meeting of the Moroka
West Branch of the A.N.C. last
weekend rejected ‘‘the extension
of the barbarous pass laws to
African women and the pass laws
in general.” Tt called on the
ple to oppose “‘all evils laws” and
Bantu Education. It opposed in-
creases in rent and condemned the
influx control system.

a
City Hall steps held in
from the common

ANC Conference in
Eastern Cape

PORT ELIZABETH.
A regional conference of the
ANC (Eastern Cape) was held in
Port Elizabeth recently, attended by
delegates and observers from as far

afield as Peddie, 100 miles away.
In a discussion of the Eastern
Cape draft constitution for recom-
mendation to the national conf

the Western Cape amen:

ments which were immediately in-
corporated into the draft. The fact
that the Eastern Cape and the Wes-
tern Cape saw eye to eye on the

. | matter of the need for a democra-

tic organisational framework for
the ANC was acclaimed by the
Conference, and confidence was ex-
pressed that all progressives would
ensure that everything was done to
provide the movement with an in-
strument that would raise the poli-
tical level of the members.

To round off a busy week-end, a
mammoth open-air meeting was
beld at Malatsky Square, Speaking
from the portable platform an old
man of about 70 from Peddie as-
sured the meeting that as Peddie
had played and was still continuing
to play its role in the fight against
Verwoerd's  Slave Education, so
would it fight relentlessly against
the implementation of the Bantu
Authorities Act.

The meeting passed a resolution
roundly condemning the Govern-
meat’s indifference to the plight of
the Starving millions in the Re-
serves and called upon the Govern-
ment to provide relief to the
people.

e

GERMISTON PROTEST

(Continued from page 1)
2 pass? Must we subject our young
daughters to intimidation and humi-
liation at the hands of the police?”

The Minister must withdraw the
threat to impose passes on women,
said the petition,

. The deputation spoke their ob-
jections quietly and resolutely,
then, after hearing the Native Com-
missioner say he would forward
their objections to the Minister and
watching him record their names
and addresses, they filed outside
again and there, in the Native Com-
missioner’s  quadrangle. reported
back to the crowd of demonstra-
tors,

Then back marched the 300 to
the Germiston Location where they

peo- | held yet another meeting. That day

57 women joined the ANC. Once
again the women had triumphed, in
the best traditions of the Pretoria
march, over police intimidation.

KIMBERLEY LEADERS
VICTIMIZED

JOHANNESBURG.
Within one week two leading
ials of the ANC Branch in
Kimberley were sacked from their
employment, and one was deported
from ity.

They are Mr. A. Chele, treasurer
of the Kimberley ANC and its
chairman, Mr. P. Boikanyo.

Both men worked for the same
firm and Mr. Chele was given notice
after nine years' service as a store-
man and Mr. Boikanye after work-
ing there for eight months, They
were given a_months' notice but
told to Ieave immediately,

A week after his dismissal, Mr.
Chele was called to the offices of
the Non-European Affairs Depart-
ment and handed a letter requiring
him to quit the town of Kimberley
within eight days. His pass was en-
dorsed “not to be cmrloy:d in the
urban area of Kimberley.”

With his wife and six children,
he had no option but to leave.

The night before his” departure
the Kimberley ANC held a huge
meeting to protest against his de-
portation. At this meeting the
crowd of women present passed a
resolution pledging to fight against
the pass laws.



NEW AGE, THURSDAY, MARCH 8, 1956

GONGRESS WOMEN'S
LEADER ACQUITTED

JOHANNESBURG.—Before a
can women,
Venterspost, was

Aletu Moeletsi, Congress
jast week found not guilty of assaulting the

hrge and jubilant crowd of Afri-
‘women’s leader from

Location Snperlnmldem and creatig a public disturbance, and was

acquitted.

The magistrate said he fully ac-
cepted the evidence of an Advisory
Board member, Mr. E. W. Hlapi,
who, in the course of his evidence,
said that the superintendent Mr.
Hardmg had been the cause of the

Mr Hlapi told the court that he
and another Advisory Board mem-

Mrs, Moeletsi.

ber were called in to Mr. Harding's
office. Mrs. Moeletsi was also pre-
sent. Harding had said that Mrs.
Moeletsi was the woman who was
collecting money in the location for
the purpose of taking legal action
against him. The two Advisory
Board members agreed that Harding
should call his witnesses. Mr. Hard-
ing threatened that he would hit

Mis. Moeletsi. Harding walked out
and when he returned he said again
that he would hit Mrs. Moeletsi.
Mrs. Moeletsi said she would hit
the superintendent, and she took off
her shoe. “The accused spoke in a
good manner but she appeared to
be cross.

When Harding entered the room
they “both rushed at each other.”
Mrs. Moeletsi fell under Mr. Hard-
ing and she grabbed his tie. The
Advisory Board members separated
the two and an African municipal
policeman was called in to hand-
cuff Mrs. Moeletsi.

Mt. Hlapi had asked that the
policeman should not handcuff a
woman. Harding had said there
were no two ways about it, she had
to be handcuffed. Then Harding
had gone to phone the police.

Cross-examined by Mr, C.
Franks, appearing for Mrs. Moelel«
si, Hlapi said the only noise was
made by Harding. He had been
terribly disappointed by the lan-
guage used by Harding.

Mr. Franks: 1 put it to you that
Mr. Harding by his bad behaviour
was the cause of the fight?

M. Hlapi: Yes.

Will Go To Court

To Win a Home

JOHANNESBURG.
Mr. Jonathan Lekgothoane, the
man who slept in the back of his
motorcar (New Age last week) after
his ejectmeent from his home in
Saphlz(own will take the Native
Board to court, in his

EDUCATIONAL
The English Association of Ac-
countants and Auditors. The English
Association of Estatc Agents and
Valuers. The English Association
of Secretaries. Admission by exemp-

fight for a home.

Mr. Lekgothoane's lawyer sent
the Board an ultimatum, demanding
that he be given a house in Mea-
dowlands. ﬁue Board replied_that
he could not claim a house at Mea-
dowlands or at Diepkloof.
ouse in which

tion (state or
tion. Coaching London Collqe of
Accountancy and Secretaryship,
Charles  Street, Newport, Mon.
England.

Racing at Kenilworth

The following are Damon’s selec-
tions:
Juvenile Plate: 1.
Danger, Hornblower.
Kenilworth Stakes: 1. DE KLERK'S
BEST. Dunger. Matrimony.
Cape Hope Nursery
S'akcs 1. RESPONSE 2. Amber
Glow; 3. Omnipotent.
Three-Year-Old Handicap:
RAJA. Danger, Corewood.
Wynberg Handicap _ (Tops):
it CHOICE. Dangu.

IMPERIUM.

1. HI-

JOCKEY’S
Mata Rani.

Wynbug Handlcap (Bottoms): 1.
THREEFOLD. Danger, Guards-
man.

Kenilworth Handxcap (First Divi-
sion): JHION. Danger,
Riverton.

Kenilworth Handicap (Second Divi-
sion): LORD EBEN. Danger,
Skutblad,

GOLD COAST MINERS who
have been on strike for nearly three
months have returned to work after
the Government agreed to appoint
a board of inquiry into their griev-
ances. The miners were demanding

increases.
Ng)ver 35,000 miners were involved
in the strike, which was the longest
ever in the Gold Coast and won
world-wide support,

he was llvmg has already been de-
molished.

THEY THANK GOD
FOR MR. STRYDOM!

Looking back on the Joint Sit-
tinfi, it was a noisy affair, with
M.Ps and Senators ﬂgsu:g it
voices and gesticulatin, o\lr
Members were expelled by the
Speaker, one for the remainder of
the debate. The last day was full
of excitement and emotion, mch
ing its wil e winding-
speech the volksle:er.
Strijdom. Himself no mean mob
orator, Mr. Stri I;flom whnpped up
feelings even higher, and then
suddenly, unexpectedly, dropped
his voice and concluded his re-
marks in 2 confidential whisper.

It was like an evening over
coffee and liqueurs at the club,

with the man at the head of the
table 1u|eﬂy but firmly telling all

the others that it was time they
stood together against the com-
mon enemy The listeners stub out

m cigarettes, drain the last

cr from their glasses, and sit

giving the speaker their ear-
nest and undivided attention. It
was that kind of atmosphere.

Mr. Strijdom put down his
notes, shot out his cuffs and
squared his shoulders. It was

straight talking as between White
man and White man. Outside were
the “enemy,” millions of black
skins, brown skins. “We are entit-
led to our little differences, gentle-
men, but on the important matters
we must stand together. Our com-
pany is making good profits, and
there is no reason to believe that
it will not continue to do so. But
we, too, must play our part.

operluon is the keymote, gende-

" DON'T TELL THEM

Mr.  Strijdm  used different
words. He said that the Whites
could have their differences of
opinion, but that they should
never say anything which might
lead the Non-Whitc to believe
that hc was oppressed (does he
need to be told?). Nor, in their
quarrels, should the Whites bring
in the Non-Whites as allies. They
must keep the fight “clean,” so to
speak

Mr, Strijdom, and many other
Nationalists for that matter, have
said this sort of thing bel‘m. The
appeal to all whlfe men to stand
together is nothing new. But this
time Mr. Strijdom made it clear

and the Senate sitting separately.
(which now becomes law):

for European
@ The 1,400

in Natal.

the Coloured people.

ment on Coloured affairs. This
administrative powers.

Published by Real Printing &
eet, Cape Town, angd printed b

Streef
Srest, Woodstock,

What the Joint Sitting Did
to the People

CAPE TOWN.—The South Africa Act Amendment Bill which
was passed by the Joint Sitting of both Houses of Parliament last
week contained two main provisions,

1. It revalidated the Separate Repmmﬂon of Voters’ Act of
1951, which the five judges of the Appellate Division had unani-
mously declared to be unconstitutional.

2. It removed the franchise clauses of the Act of Union from
entrenchment. In future any Bill altering the fra:
a two-thirds majority of both Houses of Parliament sitting together,
but may be passed by a simple majority of the House of Assembly

In terms of the Separate Representation of Voters’ Act of 1951

@ The Coloured voters of the Cape, instead of taking part in
the election of all 54 Cape M.P.s and all 54 Cape M.P.C.s as in the
past, will be placed on a sevarate roll and will elect
M.P.s and two Coloured M.P.Cs in elections sej
voters. There are about 38,000 Colnured voters on
the Parliamentary roll at the present moment.

Coloured voters of Natal will stay on the common
roll until they die, but no new Coloured voters will be registered

@ The Government will nominate one Senator to “represent”

nchise will not need

four Eurovean
those

T minated
Govern-
ative or

] Bumek
» Forgate

that he was not li-lklnl an appeal;
he was dvlu
Parliament

As they ¢ the

buildings (ihc ]nint Sitting ended

iately after Mr. Strijdom
had spoken and the vote had been
taken), the M.P.s and Senators
were still under the spell of Mr.
Strijdom’s warning. They walked
out of the front gates—
ere, down the road, they

SURVEY

and

PARLIAMENTARY
Peter Meyer

saw a force of policemen, esti-
mated by the newspapers at be-
tween 60 and 70, just standin, and
watching. Lini ing each si
Parliament Street were several
hundred Black Sash women, mak-
ing their last, unsuccessful protest
against the Joint Sitting, ’l‘here
has beel“lo '.:tplln“’uﬁonm‘(or the
presence pol as yet
no Parliamentarian has thought it
necen‘;y to ask why they were
¢ all know why Ite'y were
there, of courser rise the
Black Sash wor men
The Black Sash women should
learn a lesson from this display
of police might. Their movement
tries to be strictly “respectable,”
not_only by excluding all Non-
‘Whites, but also by refraining
.from doing anything but keep
mlenl vigils. But Mr. Swart, if he
are becoming a danger,
w1|l resort to provocation. at
will the Black Sash do then? If it

mothers of
mhﬂon! What about it, Black

A BRIGHT IDEA
After voting for the South
Africa Act Amendment Act, the
Nationalist Parliamentarians sud-

y
would go and say “Thank you” to
Mr. S1rudom at Groote Schuur.
“Die Burger” reported the fantas-
tic_episode in full. Mrs. Strijdom
ordered the servants to bring
large cups of coffee and boerebe-
skuit for all the Parhamentanans
(156 of them), and then gazing at
Mr. Smydom wv(h rapture (sce
“Die Burger” photograph) they
sang a hymn, calling upon the
Lord to bless Mr. Strijdom. Why?

For taking away the the

people.

The Somh Afm:a Act Amend-
ment Act was published in a Gov-
ernment Gazette last Friday, and
it is now a law of the country.
The United Party filed papers on

the same day in the Cape Supreme

Court against the Act, and the
hearing has been set down pro-
visionally for April 24.

During the present Parliament-
ary session, according to reports
in the Government Press, the
Separale Representation of Voters

Act (the Coloured vote measure
which is now validated) will be
introduced in the House of As-
sembly and amended. One of the
amendments, it is stated, will deal
with the Coloured Advisory Coun-
cil. Another amendment will take
away a right given to the Col-
oured people to elect two Col-
oured Cversons to the Cape Provin-
cial uncil to represent them.
These two representatives will now
have to be Whites.

THE COLOURED PEOPLE

There is another aspect of the
Joint Sitting, which has attracted
some attention in the Press, and
that is the aj ngarem indifference of
a large on of the Coloured
people to the loss of their vote.
One newsraper has interviewed
Mr. Frankl Joshua, formerly
an associate of George ‘Golding's,
who expressed the opinion that
the Coloured people feel that it is
just as well that they should bc
driven into the arms of the A
cans, because then they will know
where they stand. Therefore, ac-
cording to Mr. Joshua, they are
accepting their loss with apparent
equanimity, because they realise
that perhaps a more promising
future now lies before them.

Without going into the rights
or_wrongs of Mr. Joshuas views,
it is nevertheless a fact that as far
as the Government is concern
the days of the Coloured commu-
nity's close links with the Whites
are over. Thc appendage has been
chopped The Nationalist
Press has hmted that, nlst as the
Africans have been directed in
terms of an apartheid blueprint, s»
the loured community, too.
will encounter many new and
strange things. In other words, the
Coloured Vote Act is not the end
of a campaign. It is only the be-
gmnmg

New struggles lie ahead for the

Coloured people, therefore. New
laws will be passed to “guide” the
Coloured community along the
apartheid highways and byways.
A new. ugly life is promlsed for

African people, sharing the insults,
the ign ies, the blows—and
their struggle for a better future.
Admittedly, they have lost their
vote. but with the African people
as their allies they can win it
again—and much more!

SACPO Branch in
Preforia

JOHANNESBURG.

A new branch of the S.A. Col-
oured Peoples‘ Organisation has

n formed in Pretoria, the city
where race classifications are be-
ing conducted at great

A public meeting held last week
in the Cape Location protested
against class‘ﬁcatlon and decided
to raise a storm about it.

“Don't say: ‘I'm safe. T've
assed t.he test and been classi-
g Coloured, so I can forget

about the next man’l” warned

one of the speakers.

The meeting demanded the re-
peal of the Population Registra-
tion Act which ‘‘causes us only

misery, spparates wives from hus-
hnnd- hmﬂml from sisters and

rves to humiliate us,” and

".3,«1 suppart far the Freedom

International Women's
Day Meeting

Women of Cape Town will join
in the world-wide celebration of
International Women’s Day when
they meet at the Mitra Hall, Mow-
bray, at 8 p.m. tonight, Thusrday,
March 8.

Prominent speakers will address
the gathering which is under the
auspices of the Iocal branch of the
Federation of S.A. Women. There
will also be an cxhlbmun of wo-
men’s handicrafts from all parts of
the world, as well as photographs.

All are welcome. The Mitra Hall
is in Mount Street, Mowbray. Take
a Main Road bus to stop 25.

International Women’s Day has
been celebrated by women through-
out the world every year since 1910.

CAMBODIA'S PREMIER. Prince
Norodom Sihanouk, is in China at
the head of a lnu inendshrp mis-
sion. In his speech of welcome,
Chou Bn-LaL the Chinese Premier,
expressed his appreciation of the
f:‘ct thllmCau:iybo%m had mdedm to
adopt & of neutrality and to
refuss to allow the establishment
ntua.nﬂbmwwumwy
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