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“AFRICANS DETERMINED TO FIGHT
PASSES FOR WOMEN"

ANC. DECIDES TO LAUNCH
SPECIAL CAMPAIGN

BLOEMFONTEIN.—

From GOVAN MBEKI

“TO GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF THE POLITICAL EVENTS DURING THE

PRESENT YEAR IS TO GIVE A SORRY CATALOGUE OF ASSAULTS UPON THE RIGHTS OF

THE PEOPLE, BUT THE PEOPLE REMAIN UNDAUNTED BY SUCH EVENTS,” DECLARED
PROFESSOR Z. K. MATTHEWS, ACTING PRESIDENT-GENERAL OF THE AFRICAN NATIO-
NAL CONGRESS. IN HIS ADDRESS TO THE 307 DELEGATES FROM 81 BRANCHES WHO
ATTENDED THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE AN.C. HERE LAST WEEK-END.
“The women have been galvanised into action by the Government threat to subject them
tion of the pass laws.
“This is the most dangerous scheme the Government has ever embarked upon and they
must accept responsibility for
|

to the humi

LILIAN NGOYI

"We Will Not
Carry Passes’
—AN.C. Women

BLOEMFONTEIN.

The African National Congress
‘Women’s League, attended by 133
delegates from four provinces, pro-
tested vehemently last week against
the Govemmcn.lks‘ decision to im-

sses on African women.
po]sghepa ymen resolved that they

any circumstances

carry the lmmih:&ng passes, and

pledged to throw the League’s en-

tire weight into the organisation of

can mothers to withbold their

chlldun from Verwoerd’s poisoned
wells—the Bantu schools.

Mrs. Lilian Ngoyi, the newly
elected National President of the
Women's League, appealed to all
women to discard all fear in the
struggle against injustices.

She declared, “if the Government
deports women in the impending
struggle against passes, they will
bring new hope to those in whose
midst they are thrown in their de-
portation; if they are sent to jail
they will convert the jails into insti-
tutions for universal education.”

BHBHBHY
New Age wishes all
readers the
Compliments of the

Season

8

whatever may happen.”

indicated the African people felt

In his speech Professor Matthews
said the life of the ‘African is made
up of one crisis after another.
When the people are beginning to
say that the situation could not get
worse than this, fresh injustice is
added to the already heavy burden.

“The policy of baasskap shows
no sign of abating.

“Ten years ago who would have
thought that the missions would
treated as they have been over the
transfer of African schools to the
Government?

“Who would have thought that
one day, in a country in whldl
there was no

Conference resolved fo set up an .action committee to plan
action by Congress against passes for women. In speeches delegates

very strongly on this issue.
fercnce she said:

“The tragedy of our day is that
the White man who boasts of centu-
ries of civilisation now wishes that
the Christian missions had never
brought light to Africa for he now
speaks of the Christian missions as
having ‘spoiled the Native' and in

various  ways_his Government is
using its political power to send
back the African to the wilderness
of past darkness.

“TFhat is why in Bantu Educa-
tion the Government tries to fit us
for a lower station in life.

“We reject ﬂlurﬂlﬂd. which is
a_policy based on fear and suspi-

for African children, it would be-
come a crime for parents to give
their ‘children, at no cost to the

State, the kind of education they
would like them to have?

“Who would have thought that
teachers of long standing would be
dismissed from their posts on the
mere ipse dixit of some official?
Who would have thought that peo-
ple could by a stroke of the pen
be deprived of property rights
which they had acquired legally?”

WILL FIGHT BACK

cion. No or nation can

grow into a strong and healihy

group when it feefh itself on these_
passions of mim."

Conference decided to intensify
the campaign for the boycott of
schools and resolved to call upon
those areas that have not vet ob-
served the national decision to boy-
oott to do so.

The draft constitution was re-
jected and conference resolved to
draw another to be presented at
the next conference.

Amidst  tumultuous  applause,
and Afrika salutes, Chief Luthulj

Professor i
that the African people were deter-
mined to fight back.

erior to mone land
whncn their fontltbeu uve their
lives on many a battlefiel

HUDDLESTON’S ADDRESS

Father Huddleston’s opening ad-
dress was read in his absence. He
regretted that he had to leave

uth Africa at a time so vital for
her future, when decisions of the
utmost tmponancc for that future
had to m:

“Nothing elcept obedience to my

community would have drawn me
out of this struggle at such a time.
I can honestly say that it is not
my will or my desire ever to leave
the African people. This is my
home.

“In spite of dark days to come
Africa 1s moving rapidly forward
towards that goal which we all so
long to see. It would be a fantastic
betrayal of one's trust to believe
otherwise. Unity, strong and intelli-
gent leadership, integrity of pur-
pose. the refusal to sacrifice prin-
ciples—these are the qualities most

desperately needed if Congress is
to shape  the destiny of young
Africa.’

MRS. LUTHULI
Conference was atteaded by Mrs.
Nokhukmnya Luthuli, the Chief’s

fe. In a special message to con-

returned as Presi-

|

SOUTHERN EDITION

dem General ~ and- Mr. Oli
Tambo as Secretary General. Wer‘

AND

(GRESS WO
FOR AFRICAN WOMEN.

ittee  decid

GREAT VICTORY

DURBAN.—THE MILITANCY OF AFRICAN WOMEN
UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF THE AFRICAN NATIONAL
MEN'S LEAGUE, HAS FORCED THE CITY
COUNCIL TO ABANDON ATTEMPTS TO INTRODUCE PASSES

result of a protest meeting of African women outside the
Cn,y l-hll and Native Administration
A ‘ommi

ed to
carrying of “letters of privilege” by African women,

A
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OFFICIAL

SECRETS

BILL A THREAT
TO FREEDOM

JOHANNESBURG.

A Bill, ostensibly to protect state secrets, is to be intro-

duced in the 1956 session of

Parliament which starts next

month. Its provisions are, however, so wide that many forms
of opposition to the Govemment will fall within its ambit.

Any person who, for a purpose
prejudicial to the safety and inte-
rests of the Union, approaches or
is in the neighbourhood of a “pro-
hibited” place (which includes
factories where munitions are made,
airports, naval bases. or any other |

place designated by the Govern-

ment as prohibited) or makes a
note likely to be of direct or indirect
use to “an enemy.” is liable to 15
years imprisonment.

The Bill does not define the

of “any purpose prejudi- |
cial to the safety or interests of
the Union,” but it is clear that the |
words embrace virtually every type !
of action which the Government |
would interpret as hostile to its
regime, :

Thus, for instance. the purpose
of a trade union organiser, who
approaches a factory in order to
organise the workers for a strike or
some other type of action, might
fall within the provisions of the

WHO IS ENEMY?
As South Africa is not at preseat

WIN A

e
offices last wedt the Native
to “drop” its scheme for the

While a  small of |
African men and women were meet- |
ing officials inside the building and
demanding the withdrawal of the |
decision to impose passes on Wo- |
men, nearly 200 women outside |
shouted that they would not carry |
passes.

Donges' Latest
Banning List

Phxlosophy books, student publi-
cations, a sports festival badge, and

Officials asked the deputation 1o |four works by Emile Zola and
send the women away while the | Damon Runyon are among the
matter was being discussed but the | jatest publications declared taboo
members of the deputation replied | by Minister of the Interior Donges
that they “dare not™ because the |in a bumper Christmas banning list.
women would accuse them of “sell- | People run the risk of heavy
ing out.” | punishments if they are found in

After the deputation leh !h ‘posscsuon of Damon Runycns
building the Native A “Laugh your head off.” Levis “A
Committee announced nm the de- | phllosophy for modern man or
cision o give passes to women had | Palme Dutts “The Crisis in Britain

been withdrawn. | and the British Empire.”

"at war with any other State. it

also not clear what “an cnemy”

Any person who uscs informatior:
in his possession relating to a pro-
hibited place. in a manner prejudi-
cial to the Union’s safety and inte
rests. or forges. alters or tampers
with a passport or official document
to gain admission to a prohibited
place. or for any other purposc
prejudicial to the state, is liable to
a maximum punishment of £500
and 5 years imprisonment.

FOREIGN AGENTS

The Bill introduces a new, sini-
ster personality into South African
legal terminology—the “foreign
agent.” He is a person who, in the
employ of another State, is reason-
ably suspected of having committed.
or attemptiog to commit, acts pre
judicial to the interests of the Union
in the interests of a foreign State

Anyone who knows that a foreign
agent (or a person in contact with
one) is in the Union commits an

offence, if he does not report this
to the police.

The Bill nlso states that anyone
ho has at time

¢ name and ad of
one is found, to be
guilty of * a
foreign agent,” and the onus is on

—SAY LEE-WARDEN AND
GIBSON

CAPE TOWN.—Mr, L. B.
Lee-!

Plrty candidate in the parlia-
entary elections for the Cape
Wes(em Circle, have joined
in sending a telegram to the
Minister of for
Christmas amaesty for John
Alwym the thtsttr leader
is serving an eight
months’ sentence after
a conviction under the

teen

mas spirit of goodwill we
strongly urge you to grant an
amnesty to John Alwyn to
permit him to rejoin his family
and \‘hlldren for the festive
sezson,” says the telegram.
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Indian Delegates
Arrested

. BLOEMFONTEIN.
Dr. 1. Moosa, who led the
fraternal delegation from the

South African Indian Congress
to the ANC conference here,
was arrested by special branch
police immediately on entering
Bloemfontein on December 17,
together with his delegates.

Up till the time conference
ended on Sunday evening, they
were still in jail. Appearing in
court last Monday, they were
remanded on bail until January
2

Conferencc registered its strong
protest against the unjust denial
of the right of free movement.

ANGER

Attempt To Bully People Into
Having Photographs Taken

JOHANNESBURG.—Great indignation

been roused by the

has
latest official attempt to bully people into having their photographs
taken for the population register—the announcement by the Rexis-
trar of Births, Marriages and Deaths that no marriages would

red after January 1 unless

the couple produce their :dendﬁ-

registe
cation numbers and those of their parents.

In a statement condemning the
measure, the Congress of mo-
crats says that it “1s closely linked
with the anxiety felt in official

quarters at the slow progress made
in photographing people for the
Population Register and is intended
to exercise an indirect form of co-
ercion on. pczple“ to have their

EDITORIAL

HOLIDAY FOR RACIALISTS

TIKE most “public” holidays, December 16th, the Day of the
Covenant, celebrates the heroes, triumphs and pre]udlces of

the rulers of South Africa.

This year's celebrations, as in the past, were marked by the
glorification of the Voortrekkers, tributes to the greatness of the
white races, and appeals for European unity in the face of the

‘enemy.”

The Day of the Covenant c

a Boer

of the Zulus in Natal 117 years ago and no speaker lost the
opportunity of drawing a parallel between the position of the
trekkers and the position of the Europeans today. Racial hysteria
was the keynote of the speeches. Eric Louw, Minister of Finance
and External Affairs, said that owing to liberalistic influences
South Africa was in greater danger today than on the eve of the

Battle of Blood River.

“Today it is the Declaration of Fundamental Human Rights
and Freedoms which is the basis of the attacks which are being
made on the Europenn popuhtmn of South Affrica, at the United
Nations and in the overseas press,” he said.

If liberalistic influences were to win the day in South Africa,
it would lead to political and social equality, with the result that
‘White leadership would be doomed, he said.

After a drive through Martizburg’s streets in a replica of
Paul Kruger's coach the Governor-General, Mr. Jansen, hinted

darkly against
character of the Afrikaner.”

“influences which are undermining the national

“We must be ready at any time to fall back on the mercy
and help of God when danger threatens to overwhelm our people
—dangers that are often greater than we think,” he said.

The future was black, he said, if the Europeans did not
reach “a basis of co-operation” and stop distrusting one another.
He did not want to talk about relations with the Non-Whites
because he wanted “to avoid the political field.”

Mr. D. E. Mitchell, leader of the United Party in Natal,
said that the Europeans had paid for their . “sovereignty” over
South Africa by sacrificing many lives during the past 300 years,
and that they should now “stand to face our destiny unafraid.”

The “Bantu” were a “barbarian people” who had obtained
peace and security at the hands of the European, he said.

“Let not be forgotten the part played by men of many
nations who brought the Gospel to a very dark Africa.

Celebrations also took place at Piet Retief’s farm Mooi-
meisiesfontein, where for the first time a military unit partici-

pated in the festivities.

It was not surprising that none of the speakers referred to

the role of the Non-European peopleg in the bmld;ng up of

South Africa, nor of the

women and children committed by the Voortrekkers. The myth
of the divine mission of the Afrikaner peoples and the superiority
of the white races has to be maintained at all costs, for it is one
of the pillars of the doctrine of white supremacy.

Tl.enayonmc

isnota‘

3. Y

of and
nrppluswn of the African peoples. lt mlebrates, with the appro-
of wl

the
tnd belps to perpetuate it through a blatant distortion of history.
There can be no room for this sort of celebration in a free

South Africa.

taken.

The statement describes the mea-
Slélit 4as unnnecessary and undesir-
able.

The Anglican Church has asked
the Government to withdraw the
stipulation  that couples hve to
give the identity numbers of their

parents as well as their own.

“We do not like this new reguln-

tion—and particul the n-rt y.

Ing down that the klellmy

of the parents have to be ,”
said Archdeacon R. P. Y. Rouse,

of Johannesburg.

Although no date has been fixed
for when peoﬁe in Johannesburg
must have their identity cards,
many people have been confused

the semi-official ~ statements
which are put out, and have allowed
themselves to be photographed.

A recent announcement in the
Government Gazette setting No-
vember 30th as deadline for “all
Europeans, Colol , Cape Malays
and Asiatics” dnd not apply to

had their phomgraphs laken

Despite official pressure, however,
and despite the unscrupulous acti-
vities of certain photographers in
Indian areas, who are spreading
rumours that as soon as the Indian
people are photographed they will
be given liquor and political rights,
the card-indexing of the nation is
proceeding at snail’s-pace.

People signing the Freedom Charter at one of the ‘t‘:;ee tables set up for the purpose at the P.E.
meef .

3,000 VOW TO FIGHT FOR
FREEDOM CHARTER

PORT ELIZABETH.—Three thousand people, three thousand lovers of freedom, declared at a
meeting at Malasky Square on December 11:

“We, the people of South Africa, gathered here this day, resolve as equals, countrymen and
brothers, that we pledge ourselves to strive together until the changes set out in the Freedom Charter
have been won. We call upon all who love their people, freedom and country to resolve, as we do, that
for these freedoms we will fight, side by side, throughout our lives until we have won our liberty.”

The meeting was held under the
auspices of the sponsoring organi-
sations for the purpose of collect-
ing signatures for the Freedom

Mr. M. Fletcher, representing
the Congress of Democrats, said
the Liberation movement must re-
alise that the struggle for libera-
tion was not a nrug;le between
Black and White. Had it been so
he would not have been at that
meeting. He felt that in due course
the whites in South Africa would
realise that if they were not pre-
pared to share freedom with others
they themselves were not free. As
they made this discovery more and
more of them would be present at
meetings such as those that took
place that afternoon. Even in P.E.
there are a number of Europeans
who are in agreement with the
basic people’s demands expressed in

SUPPORT FROM OVERSEAS

R:adcrs and supporters in England
sh

procfaiming to all the world our

in ra\smg funds for New Age. A
few weeks back they sent us £16
and a letter which arrived this
morning advises us that a further

13 15s. is on the way. In ad-
dition, the London New Age
committee has published an at-
tractive Xmas Card which is be-
ing sold on our behalf.

The  committee’s  corres)
writes that “It would do
heart good if you could see
the papers are eagerly grabbed
when we sell them at meetings.
Even papers that are four or
five months old are sold with no
difficulty.” A fine compliment to
New Age—and to those South
African  democrats in England

ndent
our

n end to
national oppressnon and racial
persecution.

We mn;t not allow mn- banner to

us.

HELP KEEP THE BANNER FLY-
ING! SEND YOUR DONA-
TION TO NEW AGE IMME-
DIATELY.

Fred Carneson.

PS. our add;

who, in spite of being
from their homeland, continue to
play their part in our struggle.

It is no accident that they have
rallied around New Age in order
te do so. Our paper is an in-
dispensable weapon in
struggle for freedom, whether
here or abroad. It is the most
important medium through which
the South ican workers and
oppressed people make known
their demands—a bright banner

Cape Town: Room 20, Chames
Buildings, Barrack Street

Johannesburg: No. 5 Progress
Buildings, 154 Commissioner
Street.

Durban: 6 Pembroke Chambers,
472 West Street.

Port Elizabeth: 9 Court Cham-
bers, 129 Adderley Street.

the Freedom Charter. They did not
come to these meetings because they
were afraid that they would lose
their jobs.

“There will come a time,” stressed
Mr. Fletcher, “when a man has to
cho«e between his money and his'

WHO ARE THE SEDITIONISTS?

The Nationalists and many other
Whites in this country regard the
members of the COD as seditionistsy
because they dare claim the sharing
of rights and freedom with Noa-
Whites. - But who are lhe sedition-
ists? asked Mr. Fletcher. A sedition-
ist is the one who withholds free-
dom from others.

The Government and the owners
of wealth were afraid of the day
when White workers would join
hands with the Black to fight for a
better future. White workers have
been bribed but a lie has short legs,
concluded Mr. Fletcher.

As Mr. Fletcher started to speak

Special Branch detectives photo-
graphed him, and when he left be-
fore the meeting was over they fol-
lowed him in their car.

Among other speakers that after-
noon Wwere Miss Stella Damons.
M. Kepe and S. Fischer.

LC. BILL WILL DESTROY FREE
TRADE UNIONISM

When Parliament assembles m
Cape Town in January, 1956,
opening speech of the Cvovemor
General—setting out the pro-
gramme of proposed legislation
to be debated and placed on the
Statute Book of the Union of
South  Africa—will _undoubtedly
include reference to “my Govern-
ment's intention to proceed with
the new Industrial Conciliation
Bill_which will secure the rights
of Europeans to certain occupa-
tions and which will provide for
the separation of the races in the
trade union movement.”

For the trade union movement
the new Bill can be compared to
the Group Areas Act in the
sphere of occupation of areas of
land by groups of people kept
apart on racial and colour lines,
to the Senate Act in paving the
way for the removal of the Cape
Coloured Voters from the voters
roll, It will be a sorry and a black
day for the workers of South
Africa when that Bill becomes
law, for it will do tremendous
harm to the working-class move-
ment in South Africa.

HOLLOW VICTORY

When the Government decided
to delay the enactment of the same
Bill before Parliament last year
and agreed to send the measure
to a Select Committee, certain

“responsible” trade union leaders

The new draft Bill which has come out of the

Parliamentary Select Committee is worse than

the old one, says trade unionist KARL ENGELS
in this stimulating arficle.

victory. What a victory! For
these self-same leaders have since
been compelled to admit publicly
that the new draft which has
emerged is “more vicious” than
even the first Bill.

What js more, the Minister of
Labour has refused to budge on
the main principles, notwithstand-
ing the disgraceful offer of some
of the leaders of the S.A. Trade
Union Council to kow-tow still
further by agreeing to more apart-
heid in their unions, by stating
that they would be prepared to
accept_separation on racial lines
in existing registered unions so
that it would become illegal for
unions with mixed meml
to hold joint meetings of all their
members, European, Coloured,
and _Indian,

Even this piece of appeasement
did not satisfy the insatiable ap-
petite of the Nationalist Govern-
ment, and it is proceeding to carry
out its plan as outlined in the pro-
gramme of the Nationalist Party,
which is nothing less than the

hailed this as a great

.. . . ONLY ALTERNATIVE
1O APARTHEID

DURBAN.—The only

to the G pro-

gramme of apartheid is the Freedom Charter, declared Mr. N. T.
Naicker, General Secretary of the Natal Indian Congress, at a mass
meeting to protest against the Group Areas Act held last week.

The meeting was organised
jointly by the African and Indian
Congrcss:s and the Congress of

Trade Unions And
Politics Inseparable

CAPE TOWN.

“Tke South African Congress of’
Trade Unions says that trade unions
and politics are inseparable, and
the fight against the Industrial Con-
ciliation Bill is part of the fight for
freedom in South Africa,” SACTU
secretary, Mr. A. Sibeko, told a
special conference of trade union
executives in Cape Town recently.

Present at the conference were
delegates from the S.A. Railways
and Harbours Workers' Union
(Non-European), Textile Workers’|
Industrial Union and African Tex-
tile Union, Food and Canning|
Workers' and African Food and
Canning Workers’, African Laundry|
Workers’, Sweet Workers’ and Bag
Workers' Unions, Also present|
were representatives from the ANC|
and SACPO.

“We must ally ourselves with the
Congress ‘movement in fighting|
against all unjust laws,” Mr. Sibe-
ko went on, “We must organise all
the workers into trade unions. The,
future of South Africa lies in the!
hands of the workers. Let us go
forward to freedom!”

A special appeal to delegates to
obtain signatures to the Freedom
Charter was made by the chairman,

Mr. J. Heeger.

V[r anckerhsald that the CharE

Advocate H. E. Mall attacked the
Government’s attempts to imple-
ment the Group Areas Act.

“The Group Areas Act is an un-
just Act and therefore can never
justly, The Gov-

lhe millions in South Afnca and en-
shrin the basic principles of
human freedom, justice and equality
which transcended all forms of
racialism. For this reason the Gov-
ernment feared the Charter and the
people who created it.

POLICE ACTION
Mr. Naicker criticised the Gov-
ernment’s pohce action against the
people. < people’s  presence
here is symbollc of the feeling of
resentment that runs against the
Government's police state activities,
it is symbolic of our abhorrence of
racialism, and it is symbolic of the
Congress spirit which preaches a
high sense of friendship and good-
w11 to all people in South Africa.
“The anti-democratic forces,” he
continued, “accused the Conyess
movement of treason and sedition
and on that score the country has
been subjected to police raids and
intimidation. Our loyalties to South
Africa were questioned. But let it
be known that as loyal South Afri-
cans we have an inherent right to
criticise the unjust policy of
Nat_io_hnahst Government. .
“The

i

of the people we were justified in
protesting against these laws which
are opposed to all principles of
justice and democracy.”

be j
ernment has always regarded the
Indians as foreigners and has set
aside large sums of money to repa-
triat¢ them to_India. But because
this scheme failed the Government
passed the Group Areas Act aimed
at the economic and social destruc-
tion of the Indian people to force
them to leave the country.

“Dr. Donges said that the Act
would be applied justly and" that
people would not suffer hardships.
But the happenings at the sittings
of the Group Areas Board at Ly-
denburg, Ermelo, Louis Trichardt
and other Transvaal towns show
that Dr. Donges’ words are untrue.
The plans submitted by these mu-
nicipalities, as is the case every-
where, envisage the removal of
Indian people from built-up areas
to barren land. Thus the Congres-
ses r:yccl the Group Areas Act and
demand its repeal

Mr. Ngcobo, of the African Na-
tional Congress, condemned the
pass laws and showed how they
caused cxueme suffering to the
African people. The pass, he added,
was a_syml persecution and
no civilised oommumty could allow

Te- | jtself to be regimented.

The African women had made up
their minds that they would never
carry passes, he said.

At the end of the meeting all
present unnimously approved the
Freedom Charter.

of the demo-
cratic trade union movement in
South Africa.

MAIN FEATURES
What are the’ main features of
the new Industrial Conciliation
Bill? In order to appreciate this it
would be uscful to find out what
the present Act is and where the
new Act will differ from it.

The Industrial Conciliation Act
was also introduced by a Nationa-
list Government in alliance with
the Labour Party (in the “Pact”
Government) in 1924, It was the
capitalists’ method of checking
the rising tide of militancy of the

.A. workers exemplified in the
great 1922 strike which shook the
country to its foundations in spite
of the fact that it did not mobilise
the African workers.

To prevent the workers taking
the next logical step, which would
have meant learning the lesson of
the defeat in 1922 and the organi-
sation of the African and Euro-
pean workers in a common front
and in one organisation, the Gov-
crnment introduced its panacea for

“industrial  diseases™—the Indus-
trial Conciliation Act for the
White, oloured and Indian
workers, and the Wage Act, in the
main, for the African workers.
But to make doubly sure that the
fountains of really cheap “Native
Labour” would not dry up, all
mining and agricultural operations
were_excluded from the scope of
the Wage Act.

The trade unions of importance
in existence at that time, includ-
ing many of those today affiliated
to the “respectable” SA Trade
Union Council, opposed the I.C.
Act in 1924 because it specifically
excluded “Natives” from its scope
and thus prevented African unions
from being legally recognised and
debarred them from the legal
right to bargain collectively with
their employers.

The main objects of the LC.
Act of 1924 were (a) to make
strikes difficult, if not almost im-

possible and (b) to prevent Afri-
cans from becoming organised.

AMENDMENTS

In 1937 the I.C. Act was again
amended, in some parts benefiting
the workers, but, with the usual
capitalist law of compensation,
further tightening up the Govern-
ment’s hold on the trade unions
and endeavouring to make it still
more difficult to conduct strikes

on a legal basis. once more
the Nationalist-United Party Gov-
ernment (The “Fusion” Govern-

ment) maintained the principles of
the Act to exclude

with a membership of White, Col-
oured and Indian workers in in-
dustries where they are organised,
and to prevent such unions from
coming into being in the future.

And once again, running true to
form, the opportunity  wijl be
taken to “tighten up™ on the trade
unions, to e strikes still more
difficult, to make trade union
machinery so cumbersome and in-
volved, and so subject to state
interference that they will become
akin to the organisations in the
Hitler Laboucr Front.

The Bill will also encourage
breakaway unions to be set up
and give them the legal right to
break up the existing trade union
organisations and trade union
funds built up in many cases
over a long period of years by
the humble conlnbuhcns of the
workers.

Allmnll,th:-oﬂvichms
piece of legislation, as

Africans from the scope of the
Act.

Because of the wording of the
IC. Act, which defined African
employm as “pass-bearing Na-
tives,” African women were not
debarred from being regarded as
“employees™ under the LC. Act.
As African women came into
secondary industry they were or-
ganised and became legal members
of recognised trade unions whilst |
the hundreds of thousands of
male Africans were still excluded
from the trade union point of
view.

. WhengheNnt;umelnlnpowr‘

in 1948, made good this
“anomaly” by putting  African
men and women in the same

category of “non-employees” in so
far as the LC. Act is concerned,

THE COMMISSION

‘When the ‘“great day” arrived
and lhe Nationalists were voted in
to power in by a minority
vote of the minority of the popu-
lation, they acted on a demand by
the trade union movement that
labour legislation be amended and

appointed the Industrial
Legislation Commission. In due
course the Commission produced
a voluminous report which made
recommendations in most cases the
very opposite of what had been |
proposed by the leading trads
unions and employers’ organisa-
tions in South Africa.

In the main the Commission
proposed “Apartheid” and more |
“Apartheid,” and the Government
has acted on these lines because

working people

the development ot a mlxhty trade
union movement wherein unscien- |
tific and unnatural racial and
colour will be swept |
aside and which will usher in an |
era of true brotherhood between |
the working le of South
Africa.

And not only Government fears
this, but also the most powerful
and influential employers’ organi-
sations, the mine owners (mainly
British_capital), the rich farmers,
many industrialists, and, let us be
frank, many ‘‘respectable” trade
union leaders. |

APARTHEID

What are the main featyres of
the new Industria] Conciliation
Bill and how they will affect the
existence of the S.A. Trade Union
movement? The main aim of the |
new Act is to break up what are
termed “mixed unions” i.e. unions

has been
even by mamy of the
appeasers in  the union
movement.

(Continued next week)

Langa Meeling To Fight
Rent Increases

CAPE TOWN.

A protest meeting against the pro-
posed mcrcases of rents at Langa
will be held by the Langa branch
of the African National Congress on
Thursday, December 22, at the
Langa Market Hall at 7.30 p.m.

“The City Council must know
that we are not prepared to submit
to any increase in rentals since we
are the section hardest hit by the
increase in cost of living,” says a
statement issued by the Langa ANC.

“We the Africans are already
suffering the most from malnutrition
and discase. We therefore appeal to
the City Council to retreat from an
action which will cause us more
hardships to feed our families.”

Bursaries For Non-
European Students

CAPE TOWN.

Two bursaries of £12 10s. each,
sponsored by the Orients Sports
Club, are available to Non-Euro-
pean students at high schools in the
Cape Peninsula next year.

Applications should be submitled
to the Secretary, P.O. Box 4368,
Cape Town, not later l.han Deoem~
ber 31, 1955

The

scholarships have been.

| established in honour of Mr. Gulbar

Kahn, a member of the Club who
has gone overseas. The Club also-
contemplates the establishment of
a bursary for African wuniversity
students.

hve

president of the Women's lmznu
tional Democratic Federation, on
her sixtieth birthday.

Known to all the ann fascist
world as “La Pa > Madame
Ibarruri is one of the foremost
fighters for freedom of our era.
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l:allulm Not Opposed

S. Xamashe (New Age, Decem-
ber 8) called upon_Africans and
all South African citizens to sup-
port Catholic bishops in their
stand against leasing their schools
for Bantu Education.

In my opinion Xamashe does

mzrsland the policy of the
lnmm Catholic Church against
Bantu Educauon. We Africans a;"e

opposed e Act as sucl
especially lhe syllabus _which is
Wd to keep the African un-
forever.

To Bantu Education

African nationalism clothed in the
jargon of Marxist dialectics.

The Archbishop closed his arti-
cle by expressing the Catholic re-
cord "of opposition to Commu-

nism. In_other words he is in
favour of capitalism—the exploi-
tation of man by man, which is a
cause of all the international wars

accompanied by millions of |
deaths.

Every day in these Catholic
Mission Colleges we are informed |
that socialism is the worst of mel

Oll the other hand the bishops
are mot campaigning against the
syllabus but against leasing the
schools to the Government, 2
fact that will not benefit the
African who is called upon to
help those who are campaigning
for the control of schools. In
addition to the surrender to the
Government the Church has re-
duced saiaries of African teachers
by 25 per cent. It should be noted
that though the salaries are cut

down. the mission schools still
offer Bantu Education.

It is quite clear that oppression
is so much in South Africa that
some of the people are already
confused. They tend to co-operate
even with enemies as Jong as they
oppose the main enemy. The po-
ficy of the Roman Catholic
Church is well known. It has
tended to be a “watch-dog” of the
Government. Its policy is best illu-
strated in “Against the Stream”
by Father Schimleli when the
"A.U. was established as opposed

w the A.N.C. which was described
as Cemmunistic. As a_ result,
Catholic members were debarred
lnd are still prohibited from join-
g the AN.C. or any association
dn! is fighting for African libera-
tion from the European domina-

tion.
NO CHARGE
That the Catholic policy has not
changed was revealed in an article
in “Southern Cross.” Wednesday,
Nnvanber 16, 1955, headed “Dan-
ger of extreme nationalism in
community schools™—by Arch-
bishop Denis H. E. Hurley,
when he declared in an
interview to the “Natal Mercury”
¢hat African nationalism could not
e suppressed and that it is always
grievances.
Amnhng to him Africans should
always be under European super-
vision and African nationalism
should be tempered and balancod
with  Christian and

systems and that capital- |
ism is the only system. We are told |
terrible things about Russia and |
Chma—all of course propaganda. |

any times have we been |
told by mese Catholics that we
should not support African “poli-
tical agitators.” At school we are
not allowed to read any progres-
sive papers—not to speak of
criticising Bantu Education and all |
the racialist laws. We are always |
informed that we have no nghl‘
to depose a Government that was
instituted by God.

These are the bishops that we
are called vpon to support in |
their exploitation of Africans. lf‘
the bishops are fighting for uni- |
versal education for all, irrespec-
tive of colour, let them stand and
support the COP. accept the
ANC and endorse the Freedom
Charter.

Yours in the struggle

A. A/ ZWANE

Johannesburg.

Kenilworth Racing
Three-year-old Stakes: 1. CYPHER
danger: Ney.

Maiden Plate: 1.
danger: Ra.
Kenilworth Stakes: 1.
danger: McDeva.

NUMABLAST, |

ON FIRE. |

danger: Volugeur.
Wynberg Christmas Handicap: l.
REIVOLI, danger: Plant.
Wynberg Handicap: 1. FILARIX,
danger: Royal Wood.
Kemlworth Handicap (2nd Div.):
NAKTONG. danger Bois

oir,

Kemlwoﬂh Handlcap (Ist Div.):
L. DE 'S SELECTION,
danger: Grecngms‘

Juvenile Handicap: 1. EXAGGE-
RATE, danger: Congenial.

practice. He further said that our
feaders are propagating extreme

o
We Will Not Poison
Our Children
A meeting which was to have

feen held for the election of a
hnm school committee in Wor-
.cester was a failure. The meeting
was _due to fake place at the
‘Magisteate’s office, but the ANC
-warned the people that if they
attended, they would be forcmg
their ewn people to accept
poisonaus education against thelr

Only cleven people turned up
and the magistrate postponed lhc
meeting to December 22. to
feld this time in the location.

We, the people of Worcester
will pot assist in the guillotining
of our children. We will oppose
this action of the Government and
not associate ourselves with the
poisoning of the men and women
of tomorrow. ‘

J. P. BUSA,
(Secretary, A.N.C.)
Kwezi Location,.. Worcester. |

BEFORE ALL HONESTY—
—ABOVE ALL JUSTICE

JOHNNY'S PARCELS

Due to a shortage of hams be-
cause of circumstances outside my |
control. I regret to inform some B |
parcel customers that 1 have had
to put other things of equal value

in their parcels.
Sorry to disappoint. but wishing
all the compliments of the season,

Sincerely.

JOHNNY.

WORLD STAGE STAGE

BRIGANDS OF BAGDAD

YVITH the North Atlantic

Treaty Innking the
countries of Europe in a war
pact, and the South-East Asia
Treaty linking the puppet
governments of that region,
the West needed a new chain
to join the two. Last month
it succeeded in closing the
circle when the permanent
council of the Bagdad pact,
linking Britain for military
purposes with Turkey, Iraq,
Iran and Pakistan, was set
up.

For a week the limelight was
focussed on Mr. Harold MacMil-
Ian the British Foreign Secre-

tary, who. accompanied by a
British general and an American
admiral, superintended the for-
mation of the council.

From the first, Mr. Macmillan’s
task was not a happy one. His
reception ranged from violent
hostility to amused contempt.
The Egyptian press baited him
mercilessly.

“Not even his closest friends
can claim that Mr. Macmillan u
really an Arab, or even 2 Turk,”
commented one paper. “Nor
has anyone so far asserted either
of these distinctions for General
Sir Gerald Templer or Admiral
Cassidy. What then are they
doing so far from home?”

JUNIOR BIG BROTHER

The Middle East countries did
not fail to note that while the
western press was putting up an
immense smokescreen of indig-
nant comment on_“Soviet inter-
ference,” all the interfering was

being done by the forces behind
Macmillan and Cassidy.

Britain's Macmillan was _the

man in the public eye at the Bag-

d talks. “But Brit as each

Ih Premiers realised. was only

the junior Big said

Time [Dec 5) with brutal frank-
jor

The governments which Mac-
millan was able to pressure into
his pact are a sorry lot.

PAKISTAN, which has never
had a general election, is no
new acquisition, for she is al- =
ready a member of Seato. This
is a country where, according to

e right-wing Pakistan Times.
“from 55 to 70 per cent. of the
central budget in the past four
vears has been spent on police
and military ‘expenditare, where-
as only one per cent. has
spent on education.”

TURKEY is also an old hand.
being a member of NATO. Her
government is mtally unable to
econumlc crisis result-

“Peace, Friendship and Racial
Harmony™
(‘;\pc Youth Festival Conimittee
announces—

GRAND NEW YEAR'S PICNIC

Sunday, January 1, 1956. Tickets

7s. 6d. including food and transport. ;

Children half price. Swimming,
Sports,  Sing-songs. Transport |

| leaves Grand Parade., Cape Town !

from 8 a.m.
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The only elected government
which Iran has had in recent hls-
tory —that of Mousadek
forcibly ~overthrown with USA
and British help when it angered
lhrse powers by nationalising its

oi

In Iraq too, it is illegal to
strike. When the oil workers came
out recently, demanding trade
union recognition and better pay,
they were fired on by the police.
One worker was killed. at least 15
injured. Martial law was de-
clared and troops sent to suppress
the strike.

“FREEDOM'S” ALLIES

These are the so-called allies of
freedom in the Middle East.
And even these puppet govern-

ments had their qualms about
joining the pact. “‘Adherence to
the treaty, lmkmg Iran more

closely than ever to the western
political structure, without provid-
ing any immediate strengthening
of defences, was certainly a risky
decision for the Iranian Govern-
ment to take,” the London Times
noted. “Russia is very near and
_very touchy on the subject  of
“alien influence in Iran, and it is
only a few months since the ban-
ned Tudeh (Communist) Party
camc near to a successful military
5 Tudeh  Party,
lhcugh prescribed is still active in
Iran—and even has the audacity
to print its own newspaper, which
1s regularly delivered to embassies
other mleresled parties
l.hrough the mail.

On the eve of Prime Minister
Hussein _ Ala’s from
Bagdad for the pact meeting,
there was an attempt on his life
in a Teheran mosque. The
would-be assassin was a member |
of the fanatical religious group.
Fadaiyan _Islam, which stands
for the elimination of all foreign
influences from Iran

The popular opposxuon to lhe\
signing of the been

up as its valiant
for their ins
As they watched the 0pposi-
tion mounting, the Western
powers were having difficulty in
seeing what they had got for
their trouble. “The pact’s mili-
xary strength may for some time
mall. Its political stability
remnins in doubt,” the London
Times observed in an editorial.

people fight
dence.

“DON'T AMOUNT TO
MUCH”

And Time asked: “How strong
a bastion will METO prove in
the Middle-East’s_shifting sands?
Truth is that METO is more a
geographic than a military en-
tity, more a psychological pact
than a strategic strongpoint .. .
To the Middle East's defences,
METO adds only the forces of
Irag_and Iran—and a defence
position. The forces do not
amount to much.”

All the same it would be unwise
to underestimate the power for
evil which is the Bagdad Pact
While the main ostensible pur-
pose of the pact is to close the
military ring around the Soviet
Union, the real aim is to wage
war on what the western govern-
ments call “Communism”—that 1s,
the national liberatory struggle of
all colonial peoples for indepen-
de]nce and freedom from foreign
rule.

The Bagdad Pact is intended as
a barrier which will dam the in-
exorable march to freedom of the
p«:sple of the Middle East. But
it

who are trying to hold it ua -

STOP

that
Headache!

great.  But the fmzl foundauon\
of the Council last mmlh
brought the revulsion to a peak. ~Mag-Aspirin is better. When
fmn‘; i torture
the pou!‘t of view of peace and | you, take Mag-Aspirin at once!
security,” said Nebru biuatly ‘ﬂ‘ Feel how gently the nerves are
- to Parllament. So| ..y the pain soothed awa
strong the indignation in | , the-pain isootly y.
India that there were moves to| Mag-Aspirin quickly restores
i

GOVERNMENT FALLS !

Egypt and Syria _added their |
protests, and _in _Jordan, most |
acquiescent of Britain's puppets,
a government has fallen and the |
people have come out in revolt |
against the moves to bring Jordan |
into the war alliance. |

Linked with all this, Cyprus, |
which was to have been the bas-
tion of western military strength
in the Mediterrancan, has flared !

sound, health-giving sleep. It
has given thousands of sufferers
welcome relief from headache,
bladder pain, backache, tooth-
ache, lumbago, meuritis and
rheumatic pains.

MAG-ASPIRIN

is not ordinary aspirin

Aspirin Powders, 2/-

M per box. Also
v!mkl-l‘nlmuz

at all chemists

65607 =

ing from i corruption.

The army is unable to go out on l
manoeuvres because the U.S. oil |
companies have refused fi urther |
supplies until there is cash to|
pay for them. Strikes are for-
bidden. Any criticism of the
government leads to arrest. |

IRAN and IRAQ are the two |
new acquisitions. In the former
country. where opposition to the |
Pact is intense, people’s leader
Dr. Yazdi is under sentence |
of death at the hand of the rul- !
ing fascist dictatorship. After a|
visit_to Iran recently the corres- |
pondent of the London Daily‘
Telegraph wrote: “A  thos
wealthy families rule the country.'

*

THE EVENT OF THE.YEAR

*

GO GAY AT THE

Christmas

(SATURDAY, 2

At the Home of MR.
“Temba,” Car. Colenso an
ALF WYLLIE'S BAND IN ATTI
R OIS

lands

Novelties
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