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TANGANYIKA: The Road
to UHURU

TANGANYIKA is Africa's NEWEST independent state. She is also the con-
tinent's MOST SOUTHERN independent government. The African revolution has
converged closer and closer on the last White-Supremacy states of the south,
MNow only the Rhodesias in the east and Angola to the west divide South Africa
from the great continent-mass of the new Africa.

Has Tanganyika's independence any meaning for South Africa? Conditions
in the two countries differ vastly; yet an independence revolution in any one
country of Africa has meaning for all.

JULIUS NYERERE, Tanganyika's leader who stepped down so sensationally from
the Premiership to build TANU (The Tanganyika African Mational Union), as
part of the plan to “re-charge” the national movement for its tasks after the
formal granting of independence, discusses ONE PARTY GOVERNMENT IN
AFRICA, Can a one-party government be democratic? What is democracy,
and is there an African concept? Page 2.

FREMNME GINWALA, editor of the new Tanganyika monthly SPEARHEAD writes
of the meaning of UHURU NA KAZl (Fresdom and Work), UHURUW
NA JASHO (Freedom and Sweat), and UHURU NA UMOJA (Freedom
and Unity.) Page 4.

YUBUF M. DADDD, the South African Indian leader who attended the Tanganyika

Independence Celebrations asks: Are the Asians of East Africa interlopars or
allies in Africa’s RevolutionT Page 8.

H. M. BASNER, once Sanator representing Africans in the South African Parlia-
meant and later detaines in ths 1960 Emergency writes about living in Tan-

ganyika. Pages 6 and 7.
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PAGE Two

ONE-PARTY

The African concept of democracy is
gimilar to that of the anclent Greeks
from whose language the word “demo-
cracy” originated. To the Greeks, demo-
cracy meant simply “government by
discussion among equals.” The people
discussed and when they reached agree-
ment the result was a ‘people's decl-
sion.’

Mr. Guy Clution Brock writing about

Nyasaland describes traditional African
democracy as: “The elders sit under the

‘talking until you agree’ is the essential
of the traditional African concept of de-
MOCTACY,

To minds moulded by western purlia-
mentary tradition and western concepis
of democratic institutions, the idea of an
organised opposition group has become
0 familiar that its absence immediately
raises the ery of “Dictatorship.” It is
no good telling them that when a group
of 100 equals have rat and talked toge-
ther unti] they agreed where o dig a
well, {and ‘until they agreed’ implica

|hlgtrumdu1uunmtheym,m.“'rhu

that they will have produced many con-
flicting arguments tefore they eventual-
ly agree) they have practised demo-
cracy. Proponents of western parlia-
mentary traditions wiil consider whether
the opposition was ~rganised and there-
fore automatic, or whether it was spon-
taneous and therefore free. Only if it
was automatic will they concede that
here was democracy !

Between Equals

EBasically democracy Is government by
discussion as opposed to government Ly
force, and by discussion between the peo-
ple¢ or their chosen representatives as
opposed to & hereditary cfiqgue. Under
the tribal system whether there was a
Chief or not, African soclety vas a so-
clety of equals, and it conducted He busi-
ness by discusslon.

It is true that this "pure” democracy
—ithe totally unorganised ‘talking until
¥ou agree’ can no longer be adeguate; it
iz too clumsy a way of conducting the
affairs of a large modern Btate., But
the need to organise the “government
by discussion does not necessarily im-
ply the need to nrganise ¢n opposition
Eroup as part of the system.

I am not arguing that the two porty
system Is not democratic, I am only say-
ing it is only one form which democracy
happens to have taken in certain coun-
tries, and that it Is by no means cesen-
tial. T am sure that even my friends in
the Labour party or the Conservative
party in Britain would admit that if
their party could succeed in winning all
the szats, they would be perfectly bap-
Py tn form a one Jarty government.

They, 'the winning party that is, would
not be likely to suspect themselves of
having suddenly turned Britain into a
dictatorship!

Some of us have been over-ready to
allow unguestioningly the proposition
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that you cannot have democracy unless
you have a second party to uppose the
party In power. But, however difficult
our friends in Britain and Amerlca piay
find it to accept what to them is a new
idea—that democracy can exist where
there is no formal Opposition—I think
we in Africa should think very carefully
before we abandon our traditional atti-
tude,

'Haves' and Have-Mots Sirugila

It is often overlogked that the Anglo-
Baxon tradition of a two party syetem
is a reflection of the society in which it
evolved., Within that ~oeiety, there was
a struggle between the 'haves’ and the
‘have nots’—each of whom organised
themselves into political parties, one
party associated with wealth and the
Btatus guo and the other with the maszes
of the people and change. Thus the
existence of distinct classes in a scclety
and the struggle between them resulted
in the growth of the two purty sostem.
But peed thizs be accepted s the essen-
tial and only pattern of democracy?

With rare exceptions the idea of class
i3 zomething entirely forelgn to Africa.
Here, in this contiment, the nationalist
movements are fighting a battle for
freedom from foreign domipation, ot
from domination by any ruling class of
our own. To us “the other party” is the
colonial power. In many parts of Afri-
ca this struggle has been won; in sthers
it iz still going on. But everywhere the
people who fight the battle are not for-
mer overlords wanting to re-establish a
lost authority; they are not a rich mer-
cantile class whose freedom to exploit

the masses is being limited by the colo-

nial powers; they are the common peo-
ple of Africa.

Thus once the foreignm power—'the
other party’—has been expelled there {8
no ready-made division, and It 18 by no
means certaln that democracy will adopt
the same machinery and symbols as the
Anglo-Saxon. Nor indeed is it neces-
sarily desirable that it should he =o.

Our Emergency

Mew mnations like Tanganylka are
emerging into independence as a result
of a struggle for freedom from colonial-
ism. It is a patriotic struggle which
leaves no room for differences, and
which unites all elements in the country;
and the nationalist movements—having
united the people and led them to free-
dom — must inevitably form the first
governments of the new States, Once
the firgt free government iz formed, its
supreme task lies ahead — the bullding
up of the country's economy =0 a8 to
raise the living standards of the people,
the eradication of disease and the ban-
ishment of ignorance and superstition.
This, no less than the struggle againat
colonialiam, calls for the maximum unit-
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ed effort by the whole country if it is to
guccesed, There can be no room for dif-
farenc or division.

In Western democraciez it s an ac-
cepted practise that in times of emerg-
ency opposition parties sink their dif-
ferences and join together in forming a
national government. This is our time
of emergency, and until our war against
poverty, ignorance and disease has been
won—we should not let our unity be des-

troyed by a desire to follow somebody
elze’s "book of rules.’

If these then are the forms of demo-
cracy what are the essentials?

First, the freedom and the well-being
of the individual. Freedom alone iz not
encugh; there can be a freedom which
iz merely the fresdom (o =tarve. True
freedom must be freedom not only from
bondage, from discrimination snd from
indignity, but alse freedom from all
those things which hamper & people's
progress. It is the responsibility of the
government in a democratie country to
lead the fight against 1l these enemies
of freedom. To do this the government,
once freely elected must slso be free
to govern in the best Interestz of the
people, and without fear of sabotage. it
is, therefore, also the duty of the pov-
ernment to safeguard the unity of ‘he
country from irresponsible or vicious at-
tempts to divide and weaken it, for with-
out unity the fight against the enemies
of fresdom cannot be won.

When; then, you hawve the freedom
and well being of the Individual; and
wheare the individual has the right freely
and regularly to Join with his fellows in
choosing the government of his country;
and whers the affairs of the country
are conducted by free discussion, you
have democracy.

True democracy depends far more on
the attitude of mind which respects wnd
defends the individual than on the forms
it takes. The form s useless without
the attitude of the mind of which the
form I8 an external expression. As with
individuals, go with organised groups,
this question of attitude is all important,
It is not enpugh to ask what attitude
will an African government adopt to-
wards an opposition without also asking
what attitude an opposition will adopt
towards a popularly elected government.

In the past all that was required of
government was merely to maintain law
and order within the country, and to
protect it from external aggression, To
day the responsibilities of governments,
whether ‘communist’ or ‘free’, are infin-
itely wider. However pearly irs reguire-
ments of money and men may be met, no
government finds it easy to Tulfil 1l its
regponsibllities to the people.

E'rmrmg Pains
These common problems of a modern

state are no less formidable In wyoung e

" M. KEITA OF MALI

By
JULIUS K.
NYERERE

and under-developed countries, The
very success of the nationalist move-
ments in raising the expectations of the
people, the modern means of commyni-
cations which put the America and the
Eritish worker in almost daily eontact
with the African worker, the twoentieth-
century upsurge of the ordinary man
and woman—all these deprive the new
African governments of those advan-
tages of time and ignorance which alle-
viated the growing pains of modern so-
ciety for the governments of older
countries,

To the demands of the common man
in Africa, intensified as they are by the
vivid contrast between his own lot and
that of others in more developed coun-
tries, add the lack of means at the di=-
posal of the African governments to
meet these demands. The lack of men,

MNext Month on One Party
Government in Africa:

SEKOU TOURE OF GUINEA

the lack of money, above all the lock
of time. To all this add the very nature
of the new countries themselves., They
are usually countries without natural
unity. Their ‘boundaries’ cnclose those
artificial units carved out of Africe by
grabbing colonial powers without any
consideration of ethnlc groups or geo-
graphical realities, 50 that these coun-
tries mow Include within their borders
tribal groups which, until the coming of
the European powers, have never been
under one government. To those, in the
case of Hast and Central Africa, you
must add the new tribes from Asia, the
Middle East and Eurcope. Here are di-
visions enough to pose a truly formid-
able task In nation-bullding.

Ag if the natural challenge wasz not
encugh, with the raising of each new
flag come the intrigues of the interma-
tional diplomacy of rivalry and all that
goes with it; the cynical and the crimin-
al attempts by powerful foreign govern-
ments to weaken the unity of any coun-
try whose government pursues policies
which they do mot like. Who does 10t
know that foreign nations have again
and again poured in money to back up
any stooge who will dance to their poli-
tical tune? As their sole : urpose is to
confuse the people and weaken the legal
government for their own ends, t° oy are
guite indifferent to the fact ihat their
chosen puppets have no following at all
in the country itself.

It should be obvious, then, why the
governments of these new countries

{Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

must treat the situation as one of na-
tional emergency, comparable almost to
that of a country at war. In the early
days of nation-bullding—as in time of
war—the opposition, if any, must act
even more responsibly than an ¢, | osi-
tion in & more developed and more
stable, a more unified and a better
equipped country in times of peace.
Given such a responsible opposition I
would be the first person to defend its
rights. But where i3 it7? Too often the
only voices to be heard in “oppositlon’
are those of a few irresponsible indivi-

duals who exploit the very privileges of |

democracy-—fireedom of the press, free-
dom of association, freedom to criticise
-=in order to deflzct 1he government
from its responsibilities to the people
by creating problems of law and arder,

The admitted function of any political
opposition iz to try and persuade the

electorate to reject the existing govern- |

ment at the next election. This is rea-
sonable in the case of a responsible op-
position with a definite alternative pol-
icy im which its members sincersly be-
lieve; but that sort of mature of pueition
is rare indeed in 8 newly independent
state, Usually the Irresponsible indi-
viduals I have mentioned have ncither
sincerity, conviction nor any policy at
all save that of self aggrandisemoent.
They merely employ the catch phrases
copied from the politieal langusege of
older, stabler countries, in order to en-
gage the sympathy of the unthinking
for their destructive tacties. Nor are
the tactics they use those of a respon-
gible democratic opposition. Inm such
circumstances the government must deal
firmly and promptly with the trouble
makers. The country cannot afford,
during these vital early years of itg life,
to treat such people with the same ce-
gree of tolerance which may be safely
allowed in a long established democracy.

This docs not mean, however, that a
genuine and responsible opposition can-
not arise in time, nor that an opposition
of that kind would be less welcome in
Africa than it is in Furope or Amerlca.
For myself, as I have sald, I would he
the first to defend its rights, But whe-
ther it does or does not arise depends
entirely on the will of the people them-
selves, and makes not c¢ifference st all
to the freedom of discussion and the
equality in freedom which together
make democracy.

Ta those who wonder if democracy
can survive in Adrica my own answer,
then, would be that, far from it being an
alien idea, democracy has long been fa-
miliar to the African. There is nrthing
in our traditional attitude to discussion,
and the current dedieation to human
rights, to justify the claim that demo-
cracy s in danger in Africa. I gee
exactly the opposite: the principles of
our nationalist struggles for human dig-
nity, augmented as it were by our tra-
ditional attitude to discussion, should
augur well for democracy In Africa.

PacE Four

UHURU NA KAZI

Africa has respunded this last decade
with many natiomilist slogans. But few,
if any, could have been as hard headed
and realistic as those coined by Mr.
Nyerere and hiz Tanganyikan African
Mational Union (TANU) — Uhuru na
Hazi — Freedom and Work; Uhuru na
Jasgho — Freedom and Sweat; Uhuru na
Umoja — Freedom and Unity. That
these slogans were coined in the heyday
of nationallst ferment augurs well for
Tanganyika's future.

Though the birth of a nation is the
time for joy and celebrations, the chorus
of hallelujah and cries of hosanna should
not be allowed to drown the sound of
the earlier slogans, nor should the glare
of world publicity and praise blind Tan-
ganylka to the harsh, cold reality.

From Tribes Toe Mation

A nation is born — but it would be
truer to say a state has been created,
Due perhaps to the more patent divisions
amongst her neighbours, the eszential
tribal structure of Tanganyika tends to
be forgotten. Through the years of Bri-
tish administration, tribal boundaries,
tribal divisions, tribal identity has been
maintained — in fact British rule was
adminigstered through native or tribal
authorities. The people's thinking, and
in this context what is more important,
their feelings have centred around the
tribe. The problem ahead is 10 channel
tribal sentiment into the broader sireams
of nationhood.

In the towns tribalism has broken
down and doubtless with industrial de-
velopment the process will be accelerat-
ed. But it must be accelerated still fur.
ther if it is to overtake the fissiparous
tendencies inherent in the <'tuation,

The government has already announc-
ed that it intends to sstablizh admini-
atrative units on a district rather than
on a tribal basiz, and a ermmittee of
Chiefs hag been appointed to consider
various aspects of the changeover and
its implications. But in an eifort to
obtain a peaceful and smooth transition
there lies the danger of establishing s
compromise structure that may in faet
entrench tribal assoclations.

Though large areas of fertile land lie
fallow, some tribal areas are becoming
dangerously overcrowded, and it is es-
sential in the interests of future har-
mony that land usage should be cen-
trally controlled. The codification of
personal law and a policy of tribal ss
well as racial integration in education
would build the fabric of a nation upon
the foundations of a common wunder-
standing, & commnn culture, ond a com-

{ mon future,

Race Complacency’

It has been asserted so often in the
world press, and said so frequently by
visitors that “Tanganyika has no racial
problem" that many Tanganyikans have

begun to belleve it. The absence of vio-
lent ebullition does not necesserily indi-
cate the absence of the dizease, It may
lie dormant, and having lulled the victim
into an abandonment of precaution, it
might erupt all the more explosively
from its period of guiescence.

There ia too much complacency about
the racial situation in Tanganyika. The
leaders have formulated policies that
are noo-raclal but non-racialism is not
really a matter for legislation. Where
In Tanganylka are the individual con-
tacts and friendships that characterise
a raceless society? Has the common
man of whatever race, rcally accepted
the theoretical annunciations of non-
racialism, and what is more has he put
them into practice 7

Whatever the policles may be, there
is in Tanganyika today .a racial strati-
fleation in almost every field of = clivity.
Sports clubs and leagues are organised
on racial lines, One speaks of the 8wa-
hili residential areas end in 1-e capital
the only theatre club operates a colour
bar. Mr. Nyerere has himself spoken of

the “bombay shops" that characterise
the commercial life of the country, One
has only to look at the daily situations
vacant columns to find — Asian clerk,
or European bookkeeper or Afriran tele.
phonist wanted. Even the country's ci-
vil servants have urganised themselves
on racial lines.

Perhaps the saddest commentary of
all is the fact that the Tanganyika Af-
rican National Union has not (or as is
often glleged, has not been able to) open
its doors to all who believe in its poli-
cles; whilst all around it, in Nyasaland,
MNorthern Rhodesia, Southern Rhodesia
and Uganda the nationalist movements
encompass all races,

The “minority races" applauded the
Frime Minister and his government for
their uncompromising stand on citizen-
ship. Rather than praying for the long
life of Mr. Nyerere, they would be bet-
ter employed in opening the doors of
commerce and industry, In readjusting
their thinking and in taking pcsitive ac-
tion. For the very fact that it was ne-
cessary to make the extension cf ¢*lizen-
ship to all regardless of race a matter
of confidence, is symptomatic of the
true situation in Tanganyika,

Barometers

The importance of the racial factor is
that it will be the barometer of Tangan-
yika's progress. As long as she moves
forward satisfactorily in solving her
economic problems, the barometer will
be set fair — but should she not do well,
then there will be repercussions.

For though historical developments,
prejudices, and the instinetive desire to
maintain one's identity all play their
part, the problem iz in reality a mani-
festation of the struggle between the
haves and the have nots. As long as
there is an inequitable distribution of
wealth; as long as the racial and econo-
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mic divisions are identical; so long will
the seeds of racial discord remain.

The end of colonialism does not mere-
Iy mean the end of forelgn rule. If it iz
to have any meaning at all, it must en-
tail an alteration in the very structure
of society and the ccomomy. TANU in
its manifesto has slated 1hat it is a so-
cialist party. Thercfore to a8 TANU
government the end of {he colonial era
cannot and should not mean the mere ré-
placement of white fecea by black faces.
Rapld economic development CARnD mean
the accrual of wealth and the creation of
a new privileged class, If this were al-
lowed to happen, it would be a betrayal
of the trust the masses have placed in
TANU.

Amidst the myriads of experts coming
to Tanganyika the importation of a few
planning experts would act as the leav-
en to the economy. The aid, hoth fim-
ancial and in manpower, that Langan-
yika is recelving or has been promised
is gquite considerable — but can she .ti-
lise t? Last year, estimated expendi-
ture on development waa not used due to
the lack of planning machinery.

Mr. Nyerere has stated that one of the
most urgent needs of Independence is &
“decolonizing of the mind”. Nowhere ia
this truer than in the economic field. The
economic thipking needed to cevelop a
poor country rapidly is vastly different
from orthodox economie thought. Con-
ventional, conservative financial prac-
tices might allay the “ears of Wall Sireet
and the Clity of London, but that will not
necessarily put bread much less cake
into the mouths of Tanganvika's bablies.

In order to maintaln the standard of
living, taking into account the increase
in population, it Is advisable for a coun-
try to invest a percentage of the nation-
al income equal to four times the per-
centage increase of its population. The
natlonal income of Tanganyika last year
was approximately £188,000,000 and its
percentage increase of population about
1.7 per annum. Therefore merely to
maintain the present standards it is ne-
cesary to Invest £13 million per arrum.
It is in this light that one should lodk
at the £24 million investment in the 3
vear development plan.,

Moving Mountains

More iImportant even ,than investment
in monetary terms is the neesd for Tan-
ganyika to invest of herself. One of the
greatest sources of wealth that Tangan-
yika has i3 her labour. A foreign loan
may be required to buy bulldosers and
the repayment burden on annual erpen-
diture might make this impossible, But
human hands too can clear £ e bush and
build the roads. Given the opportunity,
man with his labour can move moun-
taing.

Tanganylka must invest too, of her
"paychic capital”. The enthusiasm and
gpirit generated by the Independence
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ALLY OR INTERLOPER?

Y. M. DADOO on the ASIANS OF AFRICA

It is not possible for anyone who has
made his home in Africa to adopt an
attitude of benevolent neutrality and
carry on with "busimess as wsual™ ak if
the African Revolution is of no direct
concern to him. Nor is it possible to
run with the hares and houndsz or to owe
allegiance to two motherlands.

Nationalism arises from the burning
desire of the African people to iree
themselves from imperialist oppression,
to gain npational independence and to
bring about & national renaissance. True
nationalists can never tolerate tte op-
preassor and the Tshombes. Nor can they
tolerate those among the people who use
chauviniam and racialism to further
their ends, for they ure the disrupters of
unity and the tools of reaction cnd play
right into the hands of the imperialist
oppressors. Furthermore, they can ne-
ver condone those who sit on the fence
guarding thair wealth and privileges.

struggle must now be channelled Into
concrete development projects. Only by
pulling’ herself up by her bootstrapa,
only by utilising her own resources, can
Tanganylka hope to accelerate her pace
of development and give her people the
fruits of independence.

Apart from now having the right to
determine the future of Fer own people,
Tanganvika will as a full 1 vmber of the
international community have a say in
the destiny of the world. What sort of
personality will Tanganyika project ?

Tanganylka has been cast in & unique
role. Bhe is the first British territory
with a multi-racial population to achieve
independence in Africa, ynder a demo-
cratic government.

The proponents of white minority rule
have argued time and again, that whilst
independence for Ghana and Nigeria
with mono-racial populations was feas-
ible, in Southern Africa it was neces-
sary to maintain a slower pace, 50
that people could be "made ready for
responsibility”. For them the indepen-
dence of the Congo and subsequent
events appeared as a vindication.

MNow upon the success of Tanganyika
are¢ pinned the hopes of millions in East,
Central and Bouth Africa. The mere
existence of a stable, responsible and
progressive government here will give
the lie to Welensky, Verwoerd and Esla-
zar. This is a heavy burden to place
upon & newly independent country. But
Tapganyika has a further responsibility
towards the people of these ¢ rntries.
For them she has become a baven and
a source of advice and inspiration. Now
they will look to her io speak for them
In international councils, they will look
to her for assistance, they will look to
her to live up to the ideals and principles
for which Tanganyika herself has
fought.

In the national liberation revolution
which is sweeping through the centin-
ent, the position of every African irre-
gpective of his colour or racial corigin, iz
to be measured by his attitude Lr. ond
by his participation in, the various pro-
cesses of the revolution. ‘There (sn be
no gquestion of the reservation of special
privileges, either political or economic
or both, for any group of people upart
from the general rights and privileges
of the masses of the people of & country
a3 a whole,

It iz in this historical light that the
Asgian communities must assess their
position on the continent of Africa. In-
dian and Asian communities are mainly
concentrated in East and £outh Afriea.

Historically, the association of the
Arab and Asian people with the East
African coastal area dates back many
centuries, long before the advent of the
European to Africa. There had been
trade and cultural links, evidence of
which can be found in the Asian settle-
ments, the acceptance of the Jslamic
faith by a large pumber of African peo-
ple and the influence of Arabic in the
development of the Swahili language.

Contract Labourers

However, the influx of Aslansg to Afri-
ca in congiderable numbers came in the
latter half of the last century during the
pericd of predatory Imperialism. Thous-
ands of Indian indentured Ilabourers
were shipped to SBouth Africa from 1860
onwards by the British Imperialist auth-
orities, to work In the sugar plantations
of the white settlers on land robbed
from the Zulus, and at the turn of the
century 35,000 Indian labourcrs were
brought across to East Africa to build
the railway.

Today, the Aslan communities of East
Africa have prospered in commerce and
largely control the retail and partially
the wholesale trade of these BEast Af-
rican territories. A sectlon owns pro-
perties and plantations, & number
have entered the medieal and legal pro-
feasions and a few thousand work in the
clerical departments of the railway, the
large European wholesale fi.ms and the
civil service. The total employed labour
force In Eenya of non-Africans other
than Eurcpeans was 36,000 as compared
with the African labour 10rce cf :37,000
in 1958, and the average wages ¢f the
former were 8 times wore than those of
the Africans and only a tlLird of those
of the Europeans. Whereas in Uganda
the number of employees was 228 900
Africans and 15000 non-Africans.

Pyramid of Race

Race relations in these territories as
elsewhere In colonial countries have de-

veloped to the pattern of di-
vide-and-rule set by the British colonial
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(Continued from page 5}

administration. A pyramid-like struc-
ture had been bullt, with the Africans
forming the base, then coming the other
non-white cominunities and lhe white
gettlers together with the colomial ad-
ministration forming the apex. This
gave the Asians a slight edge on the Af-
ricans and made it possible for them to
dev in the field of trade, commerce
and the professions. They were, how-
ever, forced to engage in a constant bat-
tle against race discrimination in all
fields and for the protection of their
own interests against the growing de-
mands of the white settlers. In an ef-
fort to establish themselves they had to
look to India for support which they re-
ceived in full measure from the rising
natiopalist movement there. The de-
mand for the ending of the humillating
treatment of Indians abroad became an
important plank in the platform of the
Indian nationalist movement and parti-
cularly that of the All-India MNatlonal
Congress In its struggle sgninst Lritish
Imperialism.

This naturally tended to give the In-
dian communities in the colonies a com-
munal bias which in turn isolated them
further from the sufferings rpd strug-
Eles of the African people. Moreover,
being the inheritors of a sectarian way
of life with deeply ingrained religlous
and caste prejudices, it was nut difficult
for them to adhere to thelr vwn customs
and traditions, maintain thelr own ex-
clusive cultural institutions and 1o Keep
themselves aloof from the life rnd ac-
tivity of the vast masses of  he African
people.

Besides, it 18 unfortunately true that

a trading community of whatever racial -

origin and particularly the one t'at is
racially discriminated sgainst, has a -

- & war agalnst poverty,

Time 13 certainly running out but it is
vet not too late for them to meet the
challenge of the times and fit into the
new pattern of the African Revolution.

A new vision — a revolution in think-
ing and actlon — is what is reguired.
A policy of appeasement will not work,
an attitude of apathy will rot do, a ges-
ture of patronage and charity will pot
avall. What {8 required iz to become
true Africans in every sense of the word.
An African is one who has Jedicated Lis
life to the cause of freedom and ind epen-
dence, one who has no other interest but
the interest of the masses at beart, one
who by word and deed will help to sweep
away every vestige of colonlalism, ra-
claliarm and exploitation, one who sub-
ordinates his interests to the gencral
cause of a national democracy ensuring
higher standards of living snd a full
cultural life to all, and one who . pports
the progressive forces of the world and
works for world peace and the | appiness
of mankind, The road is elear.

In Free Africa

The Asian people of Tanganyika have
o golden opporfunity to prove their
worth as citizens of a soversign indepen-
dent state.

In 1958 Mr. Julius Nyerere, during the
crucial perlod of TANU's campalign for
pelf-government and independence, had
occasion to refer to the Asians as: "bu-
sinessmen who can really do very little
either to delay or hasten the emancipa-
tion of this country from colonlal rule'

In 1862, the beginning of the first year
of Tanganyika's independence let it not
be said of Tanganyika's Asians that they
were found wanting and did not heed the
patriotic call of Mr. Nyerere, the
first Prime Minister: “We want to wage
ignorance and
disease and ralse the standard of living
of our people. We know that this task

Total African
Kenya 6,550,700 6,264,000
Tanganyika 8,403,700 9,258,000
Uganda 6,682,400 6,590,000
South Africa 15,841,128 10,807,809

Aslan Arab European
174,300 38,600 67,700
123,000 22-700
76,200 2,000 11,700
477414 1,488,267 3,067,638
(Coloured)

mited vislon and I8 80 cngrossed In the
preservation of its own interczts that it
allows itself to be cut adrift to a large
extent from the main stream of social
life,

Mew Thinking

Whatever historical factors there may
be for the position in which the Asian
communities find themselves in HEast
Africa today, the fact of the matter is
that in the eyes of the African people
they are looked upon as an “immigrant
class"™ — & class of interlopers which s
more of a hindrance than an &lly in the
national struggle for freedom and inde.-

pendence.
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cannot be properly dons without the will-
Ing ec-operation of all our people and
the harnessing of all the available brain
and skill in Tanganyika." What s
needed now is the co-operation of all
Tanganyikans, whatever their racial ori-

gin — and the Asian people must give
it unstintingly and without reservation.

The Asian people of Kenya and Ugan-
da, and indeed, everywhere im Afriea,
have a responsible historical task to per-
form: that of being active participants
in the struggle for national independence
and freedom and In the achlevement of
the noble alm of bullding a mighty unit-
ed democratic Africa,

H. M. BASNER
writes a

The ex-Congreasites of Macosa House,
who used to jeer and cheer at the Bas-
ner four-wheel drive family chariot,
ghould have seen it eating up the ground
— at nearly thirty miles an hour —
between Johannesburg and Dar es Ba-
laam.

On leaving Johannesburg our faithful
Landrover stopped twice on its own ac-
cord: once, in front of Pretoria Gagl,
when I wondered aloud whether Ber-
geant Arlow was belng treated as a poli-
tical prisoner, and the other time, near
Pietersburg, as an act of homage to the
University of Turfloep. Otherwize the
journey was as uneventful as a trip to
Cape Town via the Garden Route. We
did a lot of night driving, and the only
strange noises we heard were Kwacha
and Uhuru! Not belng settlers we
weren't very frightened, and our :shot-
gun stayed at the bottom of the luggage.
The trip took eight days, of which one
was spent at Zimbabwe, acd two svim-
ming in the clear cool water of Lake
Myasa at Nkata Bay. We wrrived in the
capital of Tanganylka fresh cuough to
turn around and go home again if we
didn't like the look of African rozpon-
gible self-government. We found the
Nyerere administration in firm contral
of everything except the Dar ¢s Salaam
Club, (white supremacy’s last refuge)
and Belbase, {a wharf in the harbour
which the Belglans owned and found
convenlent for all kinds of traffic with
Eatanga}).

When the Federation of African
Btates completes & tarmec road fromn
Balisbury to Nalrobi, you'll hepr some-
one In re-populated Sophlatown saying:
"Bo long, fellows! I'm spending my holi-
day climbing Mount Kilimanjare.” It's
foolish, even today, to think of South
Africa, the Rhodesias, Mocambigque,
MNyasaland, Tanganyika, Uganda and
Kenyva as separate countries. Ask any
MNyasa who takes o walk to Goll, Salis-
bury or MNalrobi looking for a job. The
pull of the industrial area will defeat
tribalism, regionalism, and the plans of
the World Bank and the European Com-
mon Market.

We arrived In Dar es Salaam on the
215t Jamuary, 1861, at 5 o'clock in the

morning. It was pleasantly warm, with
a breath of monscon from the Indion
Deean, There were the outlines of large
ships and small boats and dhows with
full sail in the harbour and the sllhouy-
ettes of German-Arab architeclure in
houses and public bulldings. Dar es
Balaam . . . Haven of Peace . . . the
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white-washed pearl of enlonial scliciiude
and United Nations itrusteeship, An
hour later the sun rose in a fury of Llro-
pical reality, and the bumidity was cne
hundred per cent, which iz the same as
the steam room of a Turkish bath.

Four Enemies

There is a political side to the heat
and humidity of Dar es Salaam; they are
conducive to lalzsez-falre, and make
planning impozssible. They explain the
observation of the Principal of Kivuka-
ni Ceollege, Colin Leys, that Tanganvika
has four enemies — ignorance, poverty,
dizeaze and the lack of an ideology. Re-
sentment at the choice of Dar es Balaam
as the scat of parliament, and at the
lack of an ideclogy, were voleed hy
members of the Legislative Assembly
during the sezsions of 1861. They will
get much louder now, after uhuru, But
nothing will happen until the expatriate
civil servants are shipped home and the
cabinet gets down to business in a cooler
part of Tanganvika.

Socialist Incentive

Although 100,000 Africans live in Dar
¢ Salaam, it's not an African town.
They are as alien in the main shopping
centre — Independence Avenue — @as
in Pritchard or Eloff Strect, znd there
isn't even an O.K. Bazaar, The white
rezidential area, Ovster Bay, eompares
very favourably with Houghton. The
African gquarters resemble Alexandra
Township's houses, streets, paveoments,
sewage and street lighting. The MNyer-
cre regime battled hard, during 1861, to
effect some improvements. But with an
annual national budget of £18,000,000,
and a per capital income of less than
£20 per wear, it's going to take more
than goodwill and uhuru to bring about
fundamental changes, It's going to
take hard cash, hard thinking and hard
work, 8o far, the only cash forthecom-
ing iz minor handouts from Eritain,
Germany and .S A. which wouldn't
cover the cost of developing one Free
State gold mine. There Isn't any evi-
dence of any hard thinking. There isn't
going to be amy hard work until the
people are given a plan and an incentive
— in other words, a soclalizt ideclogy.

The Youth

Our children stopped being white
South Africans and became human be-
ings within a matter of days. They
clean their own shoes, brush their own
clothes, help to cledr the table and wash
and dry the dishes as if they'd been born
in Sheffield or Amsterdam, and not in
Johannesburg.

Most of the schools in Dar e¢s Salaam
are not yet integrated. The two biggest
schools belong to the Aga Khan, for the
children of his Ismaill sect. The two
best equipped schools are for the child-
ren of the expatriate ecivil servants and
the white business and consular com-
munities, But the Kducation Depart-
ment is working very hard to remedy
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thia state of affairs, snd the Govern-
ment hags deeresd that s]l schools must
be fully integrated by ithe end of 1863
The Asian schools are working fastest
in that direction.

Cur children go to 8t Jogseph's, a
catholic convent school which has been
open to all races for some time., After
zchool, when the gates open, Bridge
Street, in front of 8t. Joseph's, resem-
bleg a minor assembly of the Tnited
MNations., Little Goanz, Greeks, Slkhs,
Chinese, African, British and Dutch
children ecome out, holding hands or
quarrelling. The Chinese children are
the cutest, but the little Sikhs with their
plaits in pink turbans and their legs in
khaki shorts are the most picturesque.
As a matter of fact, the Representative
of the United Nations here, Dr. Faruar
(an Iranian) calls for his children the
game time as I do, and we often discuss
the politics of racialism whilst wetching
racialilsm dizappearing under our cyes.

Effects of Colonialism

The ztandard of education is very low;
the main trouble belng that African
children start at a late age, and know
ne English when they start. Their Swa-
hili doesn't help them, and it is difficult
for them to catch up. But it's a big
improvement over the immediate past,
when primary schools dido't teach in
English at all, and children were pun-
ished for speaking it until they reached
standard s=six. (Oscar Kambona, the
Minister of Education, inslsts that that's
what happened to him and some of his
cabinet colleagues,)

It may be that the decision not to
teach English in the lower grades was
meant as a beneficial aspect of ‘indirect
rule’, but it had exactly the same effect
ag iz almed at by B.A.D's Bantu Educa-
tion. Very, very few Africans in Tan-
ganyika speak English at all, and as it's
the official language they can't qualify
for parliament, for the higher posts in
the civil service, for the better paid joba
in commerce even for bursaries to the
overseéas univerzities which are now be-
ing g0 freely offered. Indirect rule, as
Sir Harry Johmston, Lord Lugard znd
Sir Donald Cameron formulated and
practised it, may have saved the Ton-
ganyikan highlands from the Kenya
gettlers, but it also made mental crip-
ples of a generation of Tanganyikans.
It made for the backwardness which is
the Nyerere regime's greatest enemy.

"Inside” Tanganyika

I was “inside"” Tanganyika less than
six weeks when I knew enough about it
to start writing a book. MNow that I've
been here a yvear I have have decided to
tear up most of what I've written and
to start anew, The problems are much
bigger and fiereer, the polilical currents
deeper and stronger, the social forces
more divided and determined than the
surface shows. Tanganyika may still
be a quiet laboratory of race relations
in Africa, and TANU (the Tanganylka:

African Union — Juliugs Nyerere's par-
tv), & mode] of one-party African Demo-
cracy, but integration and democracy
are not going to be achieved in an
ideclogical or economic wvacuum, and
there may be big struggles ahead. Ra-
clal animosity between white planters,
Asian traders and African workers and
peasants has been submerged in a com-
mon rejoicing over Uhuru, but it umn-
doubtedly exists and will have to be
dealt with practically and rationally,
not with slogans and speeches about na-
tional unity.

The pay of general workers, dockers,
teachers, lower grade civil servants and
plantation workers is so low that im-
provements — especially a minimum
wage and industrial conciliation mach-
inery — will have to be introduced im-
mediately, and not when the national
income has risen. But where iz the
money to come from? The crying need
iz for hospitals, roads, dams and schools,
The people, however, want to eat while
these priorities are being fulfilled, and
the amount of starvation and malnutri-
tion is horrifying even by South African
standards. There is almost a state of
warfare now between the Wederation of
Trade Unions and TANU, the ruling po-
litical party ,and neither ride is to blame.
Poverty is the real villain of the plece—
not lack of goodwill nn elther =ide to
feed the people.

Patriot of Africa

Juliug Nyerere, the Prime Minister of
Tanganyika, cannot be judged cr evalu-
ated in a few words, and I am * ot going
to try. But South Africens must rest
assured that he is a patriot of Africa
and not of Tanganyiks, and that the
abolition of colonialism and the freedom
of all Africa g more important tc him
than even the prosperity and v elfare
of hiz own country. His stand agaipst
South Africa remalning a member of
the Commonwealth was not a political
manouevre or a sudden emotional im-
pulse. It was an expression of moral
leadership which is likely to grow
greater and not smaller with his years.
On gquestions of African freedom he has
not yet set a foot wrong, and is not
likely to. I have many reservations
about his ability to face everyday prac-
tical realities, but none whatsoever about
his greatnezs az a leader, as a fighter
for African freedom and as o statesman
of world calibre,

AGENTS
WANTED TO SELL
"FIGHTING TALK"

One-third Commission
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AN AFRICAN IN AMERICA

You stand on the edge of the Charles
River in Cambridge, Massachusetts. To
the left and right of you the bulldings
of the famous awe-inspiring Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology stretch a
long way. Behind you, about two miles
away, s the famous Harvard Univer-
gity. The evening iz cold, and there is
a mercurial shimmer on the water as
the lights dance on the surface. Across
the river is Boston. The water-front
that slde confronts you with the black
screen of night perforated with thous-
ands of lights, and bounded by & grim
skyline. Beautiful. Like a stage set.

That's Boston by night. By day, a
hideous ecity. Untidily constructed, de-
crepit-looking, with streets running
amok. I used to think Birmingham in
England was hideous, but it has nothing
on downtown Boston. The name [tself
conjures a pletures of a fat, greasy,
vulgar human, The town is full of itself
with the history of the Ameérican revo-
lution, with the memories of a heady
tea-party, of George Washington, and so
on, The hotel where 1 was in Cam-
bridge 1s important as the place where
Washington came to do something or
other, Near it are church premises
dating back to 1776, the year of Inde-
pendence. I was right in New England,
the most conservative area, I am told,
in the U.8.A., where politics and almost
every other sphere of human activily
are gimply sticky with the sweat that
drips fro mthe power struggle between
Catholies and Protestants, There I8
also & good deal of talk about graft and
other forms of corruption that go with
the tussle. Proportionally, people spealg
proudly of President Kennedy who, they
say, has outlived the stickiness of his

home state.
# " &

I came to M.I.T. on October 17 at the
invitation of its Political Sclence depart-
ment to give four lectures. During the
second week of my stay I attended the
conference of the Btate Department's
commission on UNESCO held in Boston.
It was on Africa and its relation to the
United States. 1 read a paper on Afri-
can writing for the panel on culture.
I met here Absalom Vilakazi (who had
been compelled to take out an exit per-
mit for himself and his family in order to
go and teach In the U.8.A.); SBelby Mvu-
sl, the Durban painter who is now teach-
ing art in Salisbury. He read a paper
on African art. Behind that aristocra-
tic mask on his face, is depth and pa-
thos which express themselves in the
wire-strung outlines of his human fig-
ures which often tug at one's heart-
strings; Selby Ngcobo of the Economics
department of the University College of
Rhodesia and Nyasaland, who was a
teacher at Adams College when I was
a student at the beginning of the last
war; Lewis Nkosl who told me how
miserabe he lwas and how very cager to
tun out of the U.8. He thinks at least
England has something to offer intellec-
tually and has a stabilising soclal set-
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ting. We spent long hours togetber
talking about Americans, who look like
people in a nasty hole without knowing
it. There s & sense in which young men
like Lewis take more punishment as
exiles than others — others like me
maybe. He left South Africa before he
had reached a polnt of desperate com-
mitment, and perhaps only vaguely felt
it, somewhere on an outer fringe, when
he decided to take his life in his hands
on an exit permit. And now he has to
locate himself somewhere in one of the
layers of commitment, outside the phy-
sical condition of oppression. Maybe
I'm wrong. What I do know is that
Lewis has a grasp of things I could
never have had at this age: I was still
a booming, buzzing confusion then. His
is & degree of perceptiveness that brings
pain with it.
* * o=

Lectures in the political scence de-
partment of M.LT. I ask myself why
I keep doing this kind of thing: writing
and speaking politics and culture instead
of doing creative writing. Maybe I'm
not & creative writer after all and I
cheated myself into thinking I was. And
yet I am not a politician at all. Having
failed to create much because I was (oo
busy battling with the problem of living
with freedom, I cuddle in the safe pos-
ture of a spokesman and commentator
for Africa. What cheek and vanity!

James Baldwin the celebrated Negro
writer of Go Tell it on a Mountain, Gio-
vanni's Room etc., came to see me In
Paris in September on his way to Africa
— his very first visit. He had been
deeply involved in the Freedom Rides in
the southern states. Fe had put him-
self out to speak, write and organise and
felt weary of — in his own words —
‘heing & spokesman for the Negroes."
He wanted to come back to Paris, where
he had lived for 10 years previously and
which he left for 4 years in order to
come to terms with himself as an Ameri-
can “mative son". He intends to come
and live in Parls now, indefinitely. Talk
of the problem of roots and identity!
All over the world there are people like
us who are caught in this tangle. I
keep telling my French-speaking Afri-
ean friends this, to stop thinking of up-
rooted Africans of French culture as a
special case for which they must apply
negritude, which they would also like to
think of a8 & general remedy.

* * *

The American Negro. I had the pri-
vilege of hearing two Negro leaders
speak on the e of weekly lec-
tures in which I tock part at Brandeis
University just outside Boston. They
were Roy Wilkins, executive secretary
of the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Coloured People (NAACF)

and James Farmer of the Congress of
Racial BEquality (CORE), one of the
organisers of the Freedom Riders cam-
paign. Whereas the NAACF has for
several decades been flogging the race
problem in the U.8. by puszhing for legal
redress for individual wrongs done to
the Negroes, CORE, a much Younger
body, concentrates on direct action. Dne
ecannot become a member of CORE ex-
cept for a specific campaign at a time,
like the civil disobedience of the Free-
dom Riders which snowballed into Ala-
bama, Georgia and so on, provoking not
only barks and snarls among white
goutherners in the process, but also ar-
rests and violence which once again re-
vealed the kind of racist barbarism that
often embarrasses the Federal gowvern-
ment. After a eampalgn one iz virtu-
ally not & member anymore until CORE
organises another.

How free are Negroes in the northern
statea? They will tell you they have
hell in several places even though racial
boundaries are not clearly defined as in
the south. That is the awkwardness of
it all. You have nothing tangible or de-
finite to campaign for. The horizontal
plane of dizerimination or sensitivity to
it 15 too uneven for MNegroes to find
common ground to protest. Meantime,
the black suburbs thrive; as son as Ne-
groes move into a white quarter, so
many more whites move out to escape
the “black menace.” As they do s0, they
gell thelr properties at cut-throat prices,
and a few more aspiring Negroes who
want to come in get caught in this spir-
al. Property sales become a racket: a
white man has to know just when to
sell, And still the Negro here aspires
to middle-clasg status, and loses himself
in the rat race. So there! He's inte-
grated. And yet one keeps hearing of
civil rights bills being passed in Con-
gress. Is it to be political power or eco-
nomic power or social respectability, or
all of these? A small but guite vocal
group of Negro intellectuals are now
kicking their heels about, Should they
be swallowed up by the American main-
stream and loge their cultural identity
as we know it ln thelr musle and litera-
ture and independent churches (the
equivalent of what the white man calls
“geparatist™ in SBouth Afriea)? They
see Africans llke Nkrumah, Mboya, Ny-
erere, Lutuli, Tambe, Nkomo, Kaunda,
on TV and in person; they meet Afri-
cans who represent Independent states
in Washington and at UNO, and they
begin to identify themselves with the
black continent. Some of them even
conscloysly cherish the African survi-
vals in Negro culture. They embrace
the concept of megritude — the quality
or Im of being black. . 80 much
g0, that they don't like to be told that
an American Negro often has a hard
time of it tryilng to be integrated into
African communities in West Africa
where a few have gone to live. They
don't want to be reminded of the dis-
illusionment of the Negro who comes to
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Africa with high expectation of a *'pro-
per” welcome, On the other hand, the
French-speaking West African speaks
of educating the American MNegro =0
that he realizes that hiz spiritual home
ig Africa. He says thiz with an alir
of big brother condescension because he
thinks his discovery of negritude which
dates back to the 1830's has given him
& lead in this spiritual journey back to
Africa, out of a condition of French
assimilation, The English-speaking Af-
rican couldn't care less. But these
same American MNegroes who feel the
identity are ashamed to speak of such
great Megroes as W. E. B. Du Bols and
Paul Robeson. And I think it is typical
of the same American maingtream
which they say they are resisting to
have refused to recognise the sheer hu-
man bigness and calibre of Du Bols and
Fobeson, I tested the ground in 1980
when I went to Phlladelphla, Washing-
ton, Chicago and New York and again
in 1881. I wonder . .. At the iime of
writing Du Bols haz gone to live in Ac-
cra to devote the rest of his life to an
African encyclopeedia which the Ghana
government has commissioned. The
older Negro writers like Langston
Hughes and Stirling Brown who surviv-
ed the back-to-Africa faddism of the
1920's have resclved within themselves
as writers the dilemma of roots and
identity. They don't need to intellectua-
lize about it. They have today & settled
calm about them, which, however, does
not tempt them to be aloof from the
Negro's condition. They don't delude
themselves into thinking that America
is a melting pot of wvarious races: it
jan't. People still carry about with
them thelr racial complexes,
L " o

Americanz. Very easy to make fri-
ends with, they make enemies easily.
Generally prospercus, but the producer
and his advertizsing agent know just
how to tle everyone in uome huge time-
less knot of debt without deflating thelr
sense of property. Workers have shares
in the firms which they serve, sg they
tell themselves they are middle-class
and that there Iz hardly sny working
clags in the U.B. I don't know where
the MNegroes stand. I'm no eionomist,
g0 I just nod continuousiv when I hear
this. But somewhere in my mind there
iz 8 nagging thought that the whole
gtory hasn't been told about the wvari-
ous ways in which free enterprise and
capitalism rationalise thelr existence,
I'm told there is & Solid core of "social-
ists" In the Kepnedy administration, I
wonder . . . I do know there are num-,
bers of leftists of all shades, but of
course the Communist Party is getting
hell, At the time of writing it has becn
ordered to register and submit a com-
plete list of its membership, The party
is invoking a law to defend {ts refusal
to do this. Meantime, the T7.8. govern-
ment argues that a communist party
anywhere can't be one unlezs its repre-
sents Russia and has as part of its pro-
gramme the overthrow of authority by
means of violence. Bul every Swncriean
hasz it impressed on his mind from kigh
school that he is lving in an “open,
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libertarian society™; that racialism
apart, the 1.8, is part of the "free
world.” He even believes today that
MaCarthylsm has vanished or its vestige
cannot upset thiz society fundamentally.
I have never been able to get a satisfac-
tory explanation why the Un-American
Activities Committee still exists, which
iz responsible for a good deal of private
censorship and a variety of guilt com-
plexes in individuals. On the other hand,
it is pointed out that President Kennedy
has spoken wery strongly against the
Minute Men (an armed organisation)
and the John Birch Association (unarm-
ed) who are fascist groups and repre-
sent as serious a menace in the UB.A.
as the 0.A.8. in France,
& L E

I am walking along Charles River,
carrying my baggage and looking up
and down for a taxi, when a family sa-
loon car pulls up beslde me, Can I give
¥ou a lift somewherea? the driver asks,
No Thanks, I'm just looking for a taxi,
I say. Comie on in, he says. I say thank
you and go in, rather hesitantly. We
introduce each other in the car and he
takes me to my hotel. He turns out to
be a business man — a painting contrac-
tor. Spontaneously he asks me to din-
ner at his house, twenty miles out of
Cambridge. A charming but simple fa-
mily. His wife tells me she read up a
few things about Bouth Africa In an
encyclopasdia before out dinner date. To
think we learned the geography of Morth
America when we were in Std. VI in
South Africa and got hell for it if we
didn't know the teacher's notes! The
poor couple couldn't even pronounce
Burban properly. For a stranger, this
outgoing character of Americans is a
pleasant experience, During the course
of the evening, the question I had got
&0 used to hearing ever since I came to
know Americans personally either in
Afriea or in their natural setting popped
up: how far has communism penetrated
in Afriea? Or, what can we do about
communism in Africa? ""We" suggests
wherever there i3 communism, it Is an
American business to do something
about it. And almost invariably they
find themsalves on the side of unpopular
corrupt povernments, ranged against
revolutionary movements. This iz no
origlnal observation: a few perceptive
American writers and journalists have
warned their country against this dan-
Eerous game,

& £ L3

I am in a private house in Newton,
Boston, surrounded by women. It is
i monthly club meeting, I have becn
speaking about Africa to them. A
plumpy lady with a benign face ha#
been plying me with jam tarts which
she keeps sayving in an endless refrain
wire made by her daughter. Then the
inane questions: Do you have universi-
ties In Africa? A cousin of ours has
written to us saying the Angola rebel-
lion i= all a communist plot, is that true?
But don't you think it's dangerous for
Africans to send people to Russian uni-
versities? — I mean we all know com-
munists are always causing acts of viol-
ence and don't these students come back

and cause trouble for thelr govern-
ments? Progressively my mood sags.
I find it difficult to conceal it. The alr
around me feels warm and plush, just as
if it were made of cushions for one to
lean against. I become passive and stol-
cal, playing for time, until I should
break into an opening and say, “Well,
I'm afraid I must go." 1 had accepted
the imvitation te talk to this comfort-
able, creamy, suburban set with a sense
of adventure; I came away with a sensa
of futility. They struck me as basically
intelligent. 1 suppose even looking af-
ter a husband's earnings trains one's
abilities in & certain direction! But
what a direction! We learned American
history in secondary school, and here
these women knew practically nothing
about any part of Africa except what
they read in Paton's firét novel. The
benign motherly lady asked me on my
way out: “You're sure you wouldn't like
another of my daughter's tarts?" Hard-
ly the thing to beat the numbness out of
one! An afternoon frittered away by a
talk that couldn't have registered in tha
minds of more than three out ¢f the
fifteen women. That's what flattened
me s0, What stupid things one does
gometimes out of curlosity!
* " *

My American friend H.R.I. has a bril-

liant intellect. He has a gravity which
is not the puritanical kind cne observes
among 50 many of his countrymen. He
yiedls to no man on the question of rac-
ism. There iz the American who says
there heve alremdy been changes for
better and the Wegro will, tirough con-
stitutional adjustments, «v: ntually reach
his goal a3 & free human b=ing. To
this person H.A.I retorts, "Put your-
self In the shoes of the Negro and see
I you would want to walt that muoch
longer." He béliewes more pressure can
and should be exerted on the Federal
and State law makers to bring shout a
faster and more fundamental change.
HE.I holds a number of unpopular
views about things, but he feels, as an
American, he iz deeply committed to
this huge desperate conflict with Rus-
gia. In reply to the view that Ameri-
cans are too obsessed with communism,
he says: Well see, Zeke, this coun-
try simply has defend its principles
of a free, libertarian, open soclety. It's
natural if this struggle with Russia is
on the minds of s0 many people here
that it should look like an obsession.
We are heavily committed . . . Look at
these guys. There has been a picture
which represented Lenin reading a hoko
to Stalin, Stalin's figure Iz blotted out
with paint and Lenin is left reading to
no-one, Are our lives to be left in the
hands of such people? ... Can African
politics be seen resolving themaselves
away from the influences of the cold
war? . . . The organisation for which
you work, for instance — the Congress
for Cultural Freedom — surely presup-
poses the obscnce of such a thing in a
communist state? Where do you your-
self stand in the cold war spectrum if
vou think of Americans as obsezsed ?

I say to HR.I (a) Frecdom i3 such a

(Continued on pages 8 and 9)
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“POPHUIS” PARLIAMENT

DOnce again the “messiah™ of the
White ‘nation’, inspired as he is by di-
vine guidance, has his long awaited plan
He ‘et the aspirations of the

1" viz; “a state within a

1 Parliament and Colour-

sisters.” They will ‘control’

voioured education and taxes derived

from Coloureds, The Coloured ‘ration’

will of courseé need to be trained to ac-

cept these heavy responsibllities—which

will rest fully on their shoulders in say

between 10 TO 20 YEARS. In the mean-

time the ‘training grounds' will be cre-

ated by establishing Health Boards, Peri-

Urban Boards and possibly a Municipal-
ity thrown in for good measure,

The purpose of this grand scheme out-
lined by Verwoerd, is to ensure that the
Coloured people are given all the oppor-
tunities to develop ‘on their own® with-
out the interference of white rapaclous
capitalists on the one band, &nd 1o pro-
tect them from “black nationalism™ on
the other.

The Coloured “state within a state"
will always remain under the direct con-
trol of a white parliament.

Any similarity between the treacher-
ous fraud of Bantustans and Coloured-
stans is not coincldental. This is yet
another desperate attempt to ward off
the menacing world attitude to apart-
haid, The Nats are once more trying to
bluff the world, and in this case the Col-

cured people, by giving the false im-
pression that ‘self determination’ and
human rights are being extended to the
underprivileged and oppressed.

Who has fallen for this latest Ver-
woerdian gimmick? THOSE WHO
HAVE BEEN FAID TO DO AS THE
'‘MESSIAH" WISHES!

When Verwoerd concluded his ad-
dress to the Union Council of Coloured
Affairs, members "roge from their seats
and gave the Prime Minister a standing
ovation.” Tom Swartz, Chairman of the
Council, hailed him as ‘a man of des-
tiny*, whilst Rev. Rossouw, another
Councillor, deliriously called him (yes,
you've guessed) “‘our messinh.” Sallie
Dollie rudely brushed aside his col-
leagues to get The Dokter's autograph!
Thus the POPHUIS PARLIAMENT
WAS BORN.

What standing do members of the
TUnion of Coloured Affalrs have amongst
the Coloured people and what mandate
do they possess to accept Colouredstans
on behalf of the people?

For the record, more than half of the
members of U.C.C.A. are government
appointed, whilst the remainder stood
for elections which were completely and
totally ignored by the people. Not one
zeat was contested. These men dare not
hold meetings to discuss their actioma.

What is the genulne reaction of the
Coloured people to the Verwoerd propo-
gals? Mot a single Coloured grouping,
political or educational, left or conser-
vative, had been bluffed by this latest
fantasy in race politics. The Coloured
Convention (some of the participants at
this Convention were a decade ago pre-
pared to sit on the Coloured Affairs
Couneil!) emphatically rejected all agen-
cleg which are designed to perpetuate
race Inferiority and staked its claim for

STEP-GHILDREN NO LONGER

The Coloured people have been treated
differently ever since the time that they
adopted the “Christian faith," The
Boers needed faithful servants and they
offered our ancestors a position of semi-
privilege. This arrangement haz pald
dividends until this day. In the strug-
gles against the “Kaffir", the boer could
always rely upen the support of the slave
and the half-caste.

In 1961, when white domination s
fighting a life and death struggle,
Verwoerd still depends on a Golding
and the Union Council for Coloured
Affairs.

We have been on the same Parllamen-
tary voters' roll, have had Celoured men
in the Provincial Coumell, and to this
day still have people in the City Council.
Our boys are apprenticed, we work on
the same scaffold; we went to the same
university, went to the "Tivoll" and
Opera House sltting anywhere; we lived
where we chose, according to our poc-
ket.

Generally speaking, we were neigh-
bours of the White man, and not of the
Black. The minority—numbers are dif-
ficult to estimate—in areas like Korsten,
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Windermere and Newclare, will show
us just how impossible it is to give the
impression that all Coloured pecple re-
act the same way. Class structures
complicate the reactions.

Step-Children No Longer

The Black man's language, and tribal
customs are foreign to the majority of
us; we have never lived with him. On
the other hand the White and Coloured

———

ON THE
COLOURED FRONT

-

ghare the same religlon, language, and
mode of lving. There is, in fact, no
difference between the White and

By BARNEY DESAI

full democratic rights based on univer-
sal adult suffrage, The Anti:CAD
adopts the same attitude. One of the
largest Coloured organisations, the
B.E.B.CL. at its recent conference en-
dorsed the stand taken by the Coloured
Convention.

On the more militant plane it would
appear to be most unlikely that the
40,000 Coloured industrial workers and
fhe thousands of high school students
of Cape Town, who struck in May 1861,
in response of the Maritzburg call for
a Mational Conventlon, would be enthu-
slastic about Colouredstans and Pophuils
parliaments.

Even at the risk of being rather opti-
mistic in my estimation, 1 would =ay
that more and more people are coming
around to the attitude so crisply put in
the CPC statement on these Coloured-
gtans:

"We are serenely confident that the
principle of ‘one man one vote' I8 the
only wvehicle through which to found a
non-racial democracy in Bouth Africa,
and in the final analysis the only solu-
tion to our demands for equality for the
oppressed in our land.

“We reject separate ‘Coloured, Bantu
and Indian stans’' and fully subscribe to
the idea that if there is to be peace in
opur country all democratic forces must
unite to crush white domination and
baasskap.

“Our Congress would welcome with
open arms and abounding enthusiasm &
parliament representative of all Bouth
Africans, and a Cabinet headed by Mr.
Albert John Lutull.”

By REG SEPTEMBER

with the advent to powar of the Nation-
alist Party.

In the “good old days”, Dr. Abdurah-
man, in the leadership of the A.P.O,
played the leading role. He sought
equality with the White and galned con-
eeazions, =0 long as he fought shy of
real co-operation with the Africans.

The MNational Iiberation League,
which was the last organisation of pre-
dominantly Coloured people — after Ab-
durahman — stood for full equality, still
had prominent White members, but was
defunct by the time the Nationalists
came into power.

In recent times the Coloured pecple’s
opinion has crystallised into three org-
anisational groupings.

@ The small subservient group of the
Coloured People’s National Union, led
by Mr. Golding, and its associates in
the U.C.C.A. This group accepts
apartheld and seeks concessions, and
will, of course, have nothing to do
with the African people.

@ The Anti-CAD — formerly well org-
anised amongst the small middle-class
element of the Coloured people — de-
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mands equality for all people in South
Africa irrespective of colour, using
the most rovolutionary phrases,
claiming that the Black man is equal
to the task of leadership, but in fact
acting as though the Coloured wing
is the only one endowed with the abil-
ity to lead. They are, in fact, nothing
les= than petit-bourgeois Coloured Na-
tionalists. They have proved that they
are not prepared to enter a mass
struggle. The last proof was when
they participated in the train apart-
heid resistance campaigns and then
sold out.

& The Coloured Peoples’ Congress —
associate member of the Congress
movement which stands four square
behind the Freedom Charter and has
proved itself capable of providing the
people with a militant leadership.
This wing of the Congress movement
iz growing fast but has as vet a great
deal of leeway to make up amongst
the Coloured people.

A New Awakening

The new awareness on the part of the
Coloured people, the break from depen-
dence on white leadership, as evidenced
by the response to the three day stay at
home, the Coloured Convention, and the
surge to meetings, can be attributed to a
number of factors,

The cumulative effects of Group
Areas, job reservation, train and bus
apartheid, loss of the wvote, are having
their reaction. The break from the
Commonwealth is a factor which must
not be underestimated.

Verwoerd's granite wall statement had
a tremendous effect on many who were
gtill prepared to roll out the red carpet
for A new deal for the Coloured people.
Hiz most recent “definition” of the
Houth African nation has only widened
the gap.

Last, but not least, one must take in-
to account events on the African contin-
ent, where the African people are assert-
ing themselves, challenging the author-
ity of the colonial powers and establish-
ing independent states.

Emerging in South Africa is a con-
fident African organisation stretching
out the hand of friendship to all lovers
of freedom, irrespective of racial group-
ing. This must result in serious think-
ing amongst sections of the marginal
Coloured group, as to which side it
should attach itself; the apparently pow-
erful white or the emerging African.
The example of the Africans in Cape
Town (the minority non-white group in
Cape Town during 1960 opened the eyes
of many Coloured people and showed
them what could be achieved by unity.

Today the Coloured people are no
longer impressed by the member of
the all-white parliament who comes to
open a Coloured bazaar, hands out ap-
ples and gets support for his candida-
ture. No longer is the Coloured teach-
er a freak to be compared and con-
trasted with his white predecessor as
happened in my childhood. Ewven the
Coloured principal is today taken for
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granted. The rich white politician is
no longer sought after as the patron
of our sports clubs. OQur high school
students have — for the first time in
their lives — participated in their
thousands in a strike together with
African and Indian.

“"Good Boys" Lose Out

Edgar Deane, who played the role of
the “good boy" for the Government in
the 1960 disturbances lost his Clity Coun-
cil seat in 1961 in spite of the fact that
he had ben in the Council for six years.
He s today experiencing much difficulty
in his union and would certainly have
been ousted from the secretaryship by
now if his opponents had a little more
experience or if they had received pro-
per guidance.

Balie Dollie who had been in the City
Council for many years and is obviously
ambitious enough to want to prove to the
government that he has a following, has
been so discredited politically, that he
would never dare to stand as candidate.
Even the Newlands rugby matches s0
enthusiastically supported in the past,
are logsing their non-white backers.

Thiz new awareness among the peo-
ple is reflected in the fact that the Unity
Movement or Anti-CAD, which acted for
50 long as a brake on the militant spirit
of the Coloured people, is fast losing
support. FPeople are beginning to see it
for what it iz really worth, a political
talking shop.

Today, no white representative for

the Coloured seats would dare hold a

public meeting in town. The same

applies to any of their supporters like

CGolding or Union Council for Coloured

Affairs representatives,

The new awareness to be found
amongst Mozlems is a real tonic in con-
trast to their age old clannishness and
aloofness. I am certain that a higher per-
centage of Moslems answered the atrike
call than did Christians. Progressive
Moslem discussion groups are beginning
to flourish and even the womenfolk are
being drawn into activity.

The Coloured Peoples' Congress has
fertile soll to cultivate; especially the
artisan class and teachers, many of
whom are able, and vocal and have
found that a militant spirit and actiom
is the main need of the day. They real-
ise that Congress can lead the way.

They have found a new respect for
Black Congress leaders and they realise
that Lutuli, Mandela and Hotane, to
quote a few examples, must be in Par-
liament. I believe that they have reach-
ed a stage where they would support an
African Prime Minister.

There iz however one chink in the
armour of many, if not most, of the
mentors of this potentially very import-
ant group. For so long have they lived
isolated, comparatively secure lives in
the western Cape that whilst they will
accept the educated African as equal
they have still to be asszisted to come to
proper terms with the African labourer,
the Reserve African, the mineworker.

A Coloured man will tell you in all
gincerity, if you give him the chance,
“Surely you do not expect us to give
that backward African the vote?"

Thiz I belleve i3 the most important
question facing the C.P.C. and indeed all
progressives today who have the respon-
sibility of working amongst the Colour-
ed people. This is a challenge which
must be taken up and we must go on to
the offensive in order to win the minds
of these important new-found allies.

How is this to be done?

Great advances have been made in
building co-operation between African
and Coloured people. The poorer Areas
and bigger rural towns like Paarl and
Worcester have set an example of which
we can all be proud. The courageous
behaviour of the Coloured Food and
Canning workers of Paarl when they
physically defended Elizabeth Mafekeng,
must surely rank as one of the finest
examples in 8.A. history of inter-racial
unity.

The C.P.C. programme of non-cg-ope-
ration with apartheld, the idea of chal-
lenging apartheid must be put into ef-
fect with drive and initiative. The gov-
ernment's attempt to smash the C.P.C.
by bannings must be countered. The
fight for jobs and for rights in the cul-
tural, sporting, trade union and educa-
tional fromts, must be tackled.

I believe that an offensive on the part
of the Coloured people must result in
their achieving a greater measure of
confidence. They can become a force in
the major political battles to be fought
In future, especially if they are prepared
to link handsz with all progressive forces.

There is no need for them to regard
themselves as the lnevitable appendage
or tool of white or black.

The Coloured people will in fact reap
what they sow. If they play their part
in the struggle for a democratic South
Africa they will be respected, they will
comeé to realise their own strength and
they will no longer be afraid of the
white or black majority.

If they fail to play their part, they
will lose the respect of other racial
groups and will themselves remain un-
decided and suspicious. I believe that
they are beginning to play their part on
A mass scale and that they are begin-
ning to adopt an attitude of real respect
towards the African people. It remains
for the C.P.C. to carry out the tremen-
dous task, to gulde and ORGANISE.

———
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South West Africa and the United Nations

WALLS MUST GOME DOWN

uafter 15 years of effort, the
situation remains unchanged. Up
to now South Africa has not com-
plied with a single resolution of
the General Assembly. Every ef-
fort and every attempt that has
bean made has come te nothing.
it could in fact be claimed that
the path of persuasion has led no-
where. The increasingly negative
réaction of the South Airican Gow-
ernment indicates beyond any rea-
sonable doubt that the solution of
the problem cannot be made con-
tingent upon the voluntary observ-
ance by South Africa of the Gen-
eral Assembly's resolutions . . ."”
The Representative of Maxico
at the U.N.

By decislon of the 15th (resumed)
Segsion the United MNations Committee
on South West Africa was to proceed to
Jouth West Africa with or without the
co-operation of the South African Gov-
ernment; they did not succeed in enter-
ing the territory. But their tour of
Africa was very helpful at least in one
reapect. The Committee was infroduced
to the realities of African politics.

Az a result they produced the most
provocative report so far pregented on
Bouth West Africa by any Committes
or Commiz=ion of the United Nations.

A Paocple's Police Force

They proposged:

“The immediate institotion of &
United Nations presence in South
West Africa in the form of a Special
Committee of the Tnited Nations to
remove the present Administration
from the territory and transfer the
power to the United Mations or the
people of Bouth West Africa them-
gelves:

“The training of a People’s Police
Force by the United Nations and ces-
sation of all organised immigration of
Buropeans especially South Africans
Into South West Africa;

That the Speclal Committee organ-
ize a Convention to draft the Constitu-
tion for an Independent Bouth West
Africa and the election of representa-
tives to the Legislative Assembly on
the basis of TTniversal Adult Suffrage;

The organisation of a special inten-
sive type of fellowship programme to
train the largest possible rumber of
Bouth West Africans in the techniques
of administration, economics, law,
| S
In all this planning, the Committee

proposed that aceredited representatives
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from the political partles and popular
movements in South West Africa should
participate,

The People Shall Decide

These proposals of the Commmittee on
South West Africa were in ke main
the basic recommendations of the peti-
tioners before the Committes 1 Afriea.
For example, in a Memorandum pre-
gented to the Committes in Acera on the
28/8/61 the South West Africa National
Tnion sald:

Y. .. BWANU =mubmits 1hat the first
stage of sgelf-determinaticn for the
people of Bouth West Africa shall be
arranged as follows:
acceptance of the principle that poll-
tical decisions shall be taken by the
people in the country themselves. For
purposes of this BWA may be divided
inte several reglons or constituencies
from which representatives would be
sent to a Constitutional Convertlon.
The Conventlom will decide on the

cal ments in the ecuntry
i.e. the form of Constitution and the
basgis of representation in l-arliament
or Legislative Assembly as well as the
principles to govern elections. The
Convention will also address itself to
the problems of Administration, the
maintenance of peace and security in
the country and other matters of im-
portance . . "

The propesals of the Commitiee hav-
ing heen tabled by Chairman Febregat of
Uruguay, it was expected that they
would form the basis for debate. But
Bouth Africa, faithfully backed by For-
tugal whose vote was the only ome in
her favour, ignored the Report of the
Committee and proceeded to argue trat
‘South West Africa’ could not be dis-
cussed whilst litigation was pending in
the International Court of Justice on
the same question. Mr. Louw then an-
nounced that his Government would in-
vite & former Presidents of the General
Aszembly to vislt SBouth Africa, to sub-
mit & Report not to the United INutiona
but to the South African Government.

* Draft Resclutions

Mozt of the debate cenired around
geveral draft resolutions which were
more the outcome of the South African
proposals than the United Nations Com-
mittee recommendations,

The United Kingdom draft resclution
virtually recognised that nothing could
be achieved without the co-operation of
the Bouth African government; that a
Speclal Commission would be set up to
make a further study of the “problem"
of 8WA which would take into account
the Report of the Committee of Fast

Presldents — and the judgement «f the
International Court,

That of Sweden waz almost the same
in effect at least — except that It would
bring the activities of the past Presi-
dents of the General Assembly indirectiy
under the United Natioms by having
them agreed upon by the current Pre-
sident.

The pther Draft Resolution introduced
jointly by Cuba, Guinca, Iraqg, Mali, Mo-
rocco and Tunisia was to urge any
member of the United Nations or “any
person connected with or delegated to
the United Nations™ to refrain from par-
tielpation In studies or investigations de-
cided upon unilaterally by lhe Govern-
ment of South Africa, and also solemnly
to remind the Govarnpment of South Af-
rica that any Initiative or aempt on s

on any pretext whatsoever to dis-
regard the Tnited Nations would be con-
giderel nul]l and void by the Tnited Na-
tions.

This position forced the United King-
dom to withdraw its draft resclution,
though after a long fight — and the
Fourth Committee to reject the Swedish
draft.'

With the rejection of the Swedish re-
solution the 8ix Power Resolution was
withdrawn by the sponsors in favour of
an Afro-Asian one on the lines propos-
ed by the Commitiese on Bouth West
Africa. It was a compromized form of
the Afro-Asian group's resolution that
was finally adopted as the main resolu-
tlon om South West Africa.

The United States in their statement
strongly condemned South Africa. How-
ever thelr representative stated that
nothing should be done that would in-
terfere with ‘the most important pro-
ceedings” in the Inmternational Court. . .
There geemed to be several questions on
their mind which the Court would have
to answer before action could be taken.
They made several abortive attempts to
amend the main regplution. But had to
wote in favour of it in the end.

Foreign Interests Exposed

The Socialist Bloc stood for the
gtrongest possible action to terminate
the Administration of South Africa.
Yugoslavia whose position was mainly
that of the Afro-Asian group insisted
that the forelgn companies with Inter-
ests in Bouth West Africa be exposed.
This was dome by the petitioners in a
Memorandum submitted to the Fourth
Committee. In the course of the pre-
paration of this Memorandum the peti-
tiomers came upon & statement sent by
one of these companies to an Organisa-
tion that provides Scholarships for Afri-

{Continued on pages 16)
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[BOOKS |

Had Patrick van Rensburg heen a
more sophisticated person he might have
remained in the Department of External
Affairs — and worked againszt it. Or
having resigned he might have used his
knowledge and experience for the ne
cause he found. He resigned because he
"mo longer felt conscientiouszly able t
defend the policies of the Unlon Govern- |
ment . .. I have never slnce betrayed|
any one of the officlal secrets in my/
posgession, ecither deliberately or nm!-:
dentally."”

This iz very pretty, but iz it p-u:r]lﬂr.:s.|
is It & pose? Mr. Connor O'Erien nfil
United Nations in the Congo fame seem+
ed to suffer no ruch scruples and waq
all the more effective for Lhat,

Thi= attitude gives a keynote to thj

book. Having during the course o
three years become aware of the na-
ture of the Verwoerd government, hi=|

sacrificed his career to fight it and fac-
ed threats and the possibility of nesault
from opponents who pull nu punches and
have no scruples. And he still wishes to
retain the pose of old-fashloned chivalry.
The autoblographical part of the book
is the most interesting. He expresses
himself fluently and ho'ds one's interest
as he shows how he developed from
tolerably ordinary white South African-
hood into something very di“ferent.
The second sectlon is an enalysis of
Afrikaner attitudes to non-white pecple,
from van Riebeek’'s day onwards. It is
not very accurate, or rrofound or inter-
esting. Finally, the presemt policies of
the government are dealt with and the
author indulges himself in a discussion
of his point of view on many questions.
Thiz indulgence i to be regretted. It
ghould have been postponed to & time
when he will perhaps have attained

GUILTY LAND

greater clarity and definition in his
thinking. To say, as he does: “The West
must treat the people of African origin
in their midst as they treat themselves,
for no other reason than that it is right
and just to do s0,"" is to say very little.

Or if “. .. it is difficult to attempt a
forecast of what is likely to be the dom-
inant Afrlcan mood of the future," why
bother ¥

On page 161 we find that "Russia
went to war with Hitler . . . having firast
fought on his side . . ."

It seems that when van Rensburg is
not writing against the Verwoerd gov-
ernment he is not as careful about the
facts as he should be.

Al
"Guilty Land" by Patrick van Reng-
burg. Jonathan Cape. 215 pages.
FPenguin Books. (3s.8d. or 35c.)
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DIVIDED IN BATTLE

Muriel Horrel has made a significant)
contribution to South African Trade
Union literature. Her book “South Af-
rican Trade Unionism", iz a mnatcrplerul
of historical fact and up-to-date =tatis-
ties — a h?!'culean task Involving pains-|
taking research, and exploration of un-
known spheres. She has looked into al-
most every nook and crevice in thel
Trade Union movement and the result
is a satisfying study of South African
Trade Unionism, Her grasp of the intri-
cacles of the Trade Union movement will
undoubtedly amaze all active Trade
Unionists, and arm all those Interested
in the movement with the information
they have for so long been waiting.

Misa Horrel reveals the tragic divi-
sions among the 417,404 organised South’
African workers and patiently uncovers
their differences In approach to W'rade
Union problems. ,

She finds as the root cause of trade
union disunity, extreme nationalisms ard
racialism, which are Iinsuperable oh-
stacles to the creation of a single Trade
Union centre for South Africa's 248
Trade Unlons. Her investigation into
the effects of the 18566 Industriai Concil-
liation Act which required stringent ra-
cial separation in the Trade T'nions,
help us to understand the present struc-
ture of the movement.

Miss Horrel also scores a “first”, in
the field of investigating the Trade
Union organisation of African workers.
Here she excels in appreciating the en-
tire structure of African Trade TInions,
the great difficulties in the way of org-
anising African workers, and the deter-
mination with which African workers
are rapidly entering the movement, She
glves some typieal examples of the 454
strikes in which African workers were
involved over the past ¢ yveuars and ex-
poses the inadequacy of the Jative Set-
tlement of Disputea Act which cid not|
prevent almost 40,000 Afriean workers
from striking during this period, dvspite
vicious penalties.
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A short history of Trade Unionism
among white workers, their struggle for
recognition and their chronic differences
among themselves over the colour bar,
provides the reader with a balanced per-
spective. The entry of Coloured and In-
dian workers into the movement and
their impact on the white workers are
also important features of thiz study.

A large section of the work is devoted
to Trade Unlonism among African
workers. Here too, the early rise of Af-
rican Trade Unions operate almost has
background. The explanation of how Af-
rican Trade Unions operate, almost has
the effect of bringing the reader to the
factory gates.

I think Miss Horrel has obtained an
astonishing degree of accuracy in this
survey, but I cannot agree with zome of
her interpretations and conclustons.

For instance, she suggests that many
Non-White workers are afraid to asso-
clate with SACTU because its political
sympathies bring workers and their
unions into conflict with the employers
and the police. I do not concede this
to be accurate.

While some Non-White workers may
hold this view, our experience has shown
that the vast majority fully support
SACTU's militant approach to both eco-
nomic and political problems and follow
its lead. It is the paid officials of cer-
tain registered unions who fear for the
gecurity of their jobs and prefer not to
associate their unions with SACTTI.

It iz also necessary to mentlon that
while the role of SBACTU in the move-
ment is fully dealt with (in some cases
not too kindly!), particularly the sue-
cesses and failures of some of the strikes
which it has supported, no mention Is
made of the complete ineffectiveness of
the B.A. Trade Union Council and its
Inactivity since its inception. Miss Hor-
rel does not concede that SACTU is the
only wvoclferous organisation of all the
6 co-ordinating bodies.

Finally, the section dealing with works
committees established by employers re-
gquires some criticlam. While this sec-
tion reflects excellent research work,
and | beckons the trade unionm movement
to be on the alert and take stock of its
neglect of this new phase in employer-
employee contact, Miss Horrel appears
to have over-looked the danger to the

union movement of emergent
“company unions". Hiss Horrel appears
to believe too readlly that the workers
concerned pin some hope on their em-
ployver's “works committees'. It iz also
difficult to agree with Miss Horrel that
employver-established works committ2es
may be a good training ground for fu-
ture trade unionists. In the opinion of
most trade unionizsts they are likely to
have the opposite effect.

Notwithstanding some flaws in this
work, Miss Horrel's "South African
Trade Uniomism'" is & serlous and im-
portant study necessary for students of
the trade union movements.

LEON LEVY,

“South African Trade Unionism™
by Muriel Horrel. Published by
8.A. Institute of Race Relations.
Price: R1.00.
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SOUTH-WEST
AND UNO

(Continued from page 14)

can students, which sesmed to suggest
that these companies had more than
mere academic interest in the territory.
Part of the statement of the Company

to the above-mentioned organisation
read as follows:

“Thera are to my knowledge only
two political organisations in B.W.A.
which are of any consequence at
the present time, These are the
South West Africa National Tnion
(EWANU) and the South West Africa
Peoples Organization (BWAFPOQ)., The
President of each of these Organisa-
tions has petitioned before the United
Mations on the question of South West
Africa. In addition five other mem-
bers of EWAPO have appeared in New
York to advance the cause of the
people of BWA. Of all these petition-
erg only ome, Mr. Kozonguizl, who is
President of BWANU gives any indi-
cation of unfriendliness for rnd ¢is-
trust of the United States.

“From a look on the Map of Africa
one can easily conclude that some day
in the future SWA will be an Indepen-
dent State. With this as a premise it
seems oo more than simple logle for
the United States to do all in its row-
er to retain the friendship of thoece
political leaders in an Independent
South West Africa . . .

Resolution — Adopted

The main Reszolution adopted pro-
claims the inalienable right of the peo-
ple of SBouth West Africa to self-deter-
mination and establishes a United Na-
tions Bpecial Committee to achieve
several epumerated objectives in consul-
tation with the Mandatory FPower —
Bouth Africa; the objectives are:

A Visit to South West Africa be-
fore 1 May, 1062;

Evacuation of all military forces of
the 8.A. Repuhblic;

Release of all political prisoners;

Repeal of all laws or regulations
confining the indigenous inhibtants to
Reserves ete.;

Freparation for General Elections
to the Legislative Assembly based on
Universal Adult Suffrage to be held
as soon as possible under supervislon
of TI.M.; '

Advice and asslstance to the Gov-
ernmeént resylting from the 1*eneral
Elections with a view to j reparation
of the Territory for full independenze;

Co-ordination of the ecomomic 'and
gocial assistance with which the gpe-
cialised ies of the U.IN. will pro-
vide the pecople im order to promote
their moral and material welfare;

The return to the territory of the
Indigenous inhabitants without rialk
of imprisonment, detention or punish-
ment of any kKind because of their
political activities in or outside the
territory.
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Condemn Compromise
An analysls of the main Resolution

was made by the representatives of!

BWANT in New York and submitted to
the United Mations suhsequent to the
adoption of the resolution. Amongst
other things it =ays;

“It is our view ~tl‘iat the achievements
of the objectives assigned to the T.N.
Special Committese iz hampered by the
provision in the very 2Znd.Operative para-
graph of the resolution which stipulates
that the objectives have to te achieved
in congultation with the South African
Government — which is the Mandatory
Fower.

“While we do not think that the Spe-
cial Committee will ever enter South
West Africa if thiz has to be done in
consultation with tha South African
Government we venture to sound a note
of warning in good faith, in the hope
t.i:nt the Committee will force their way
“The primary task of tha Committes
ghould be the terminatfon of the South
African Administration in SWA. This
will in effect mean the and of all South
African Military and Police authority
in and the evacuatjon of their military
and Police Forces from the territory.
Thisa in our wview cannot be affactively
achleved unless an alternative arrange-
ment i8 made baforehand for administra-
tion and the maintenance of peace and
security. ©On this we submit that the
Gpecial Committes temporarily assumes
the functions of an Administrative Awu-
thority with the support of a United Ma-
tions force . . .

“The second step should be the con-
vening of a Constituent Assembly in
which the people themselves will parti-
cipate to decide on the following: Pali
tical arrangements and the Constitution
of the Country; Administration; Main-
tenance of Peace and Security; Techni-
cal Assistance.” %

On the paragraph dealing with the
return to the territory of 8WA of the
indigenous inhabitantz abroad without
risk of arrest etc.,, SWANU declared:

“We do not wish to have any special
exemptions from Imprizonment, deten-
tion and punishment while our people
continue to be subject to all of these.
The freedom we must enjoy is the free-
dom which we enjoy merely because we
ghal] live In & free Soclety and not as
personal privilege In an enslaved com-
m“-'ﬂjt:f-"

The International Court

It is expected that the argument in
the Hague on the question of BWA will
begin sometime in the near future. So
far two briefs have been filed at the
Court. Onmne is the Liberia-Ethiopian
putting their case against South Africa.
The other iz the reply of South Africa.
These are mere preliminaries, As far
a5 one can determine from the position
taken by South Africa before, it is most
certain that she will in the first inst-
ance argue that the Court has no juris-
diction. After the Court has ruled on
this Bouth Africa may submit that the

[ad

Mandate does not exizt. The Court will
have to give a ruling on this before the
argument on whether she hasz violated
the Mandate begins,

B0 far Bouth Africa has refused to
indicate whether she will accept the
judgement of the Court. It i8 hoped
that by the time that judgement is given
the U.N. will have acquired some teeth
jand be able to ensure acceptance,

UNO Marking Time

| On the whole therefore the position
at the end of the 16th (regular) session
was as the representative of Mexico had
t it. Though the TInited MNations have
oved several stepas forward in the de-
aration of itz objectives . . . they
w recognise self-government for BEWA
and not only trusteeship.

They are still marking time In as far
as action to achieve these objectives is
concerned. The question before the
United Nations is not what to achieve
but how to break the Intransigence of
South Africa.

Those of us who think the resclution
passed in 1881 brought us nearer free-
dom than that passed in 1946 will merely
have to lock to the Congo where up to
this moment a Security Council resolu-
tion on Katangas and the mercenaries
there remains in foree rather than en-
foroed.

During the last 3 years as a petitioner
to the United MNations I have become
satisfied that sympathy for our cause is
in abundance there. But I have become
more convineed that to coovert thiz
sympathy into action the wall of self-
interest will have to come down first.
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