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THE PROTECTORATES AND THE

VERWOERD REPUBLIC
by L. Bernstein

BREAK OUT OF THE NET

A traveller flying over SBouthern Af-
rica would have difficulty in picking out
the boundaries of the Republie, or in de-
eiding where the Republic ends and the
Protectorates begin.

The Eastern Transvaal is divided from
Swaziland only by an imaginary line
drawn on the map; nothing marks the
frontier on the ground. Perhaps a quar-
ter of Basutoland's frontier with the Re-
public iz marked by the Caledon river;
for the rest, there is only an imaginary
line, the peaks and foothills of the Dra-
kensberg  scattered  indiscriminately
both sides of the border. On the West,
between the Transvaal and Bechuana-
land, much of the border {5 marked by
the Limpopo and Marieco rivers; but to
the traveller on foot there iz nothing in
the vegetation or topography to distin-
guish one side from the other. Geogra-
phically, it would seem, Republle and
Protectorates are Indistinguishable,

Thin Lines on the Map

Nor are there any clear racial or eth-
nic divislons at the frontiers. The in-
habitants on the one side of the border
are indistinguishable from those across
the thin line on the map. They speak
the same languages, follow the same
customs and trace their ancestries
through the same tribal his‘ories. They
follow the zame pastoral lives; the men
go off to work in the Republic's mine-
fields and cities in much the same way.

There are, of course, the man-made
differences.

In Basutoland there is no White set-

State little African settlement. In Be-
chuanaland, White settlement ends with
the fertile strips along the border river,
and in the hinterland the land is occu-
pled only by Africans.
There are other differences too.
Within the Republic, generally there
are more schools, more hospitals, het-
ter medical facilities; on the other
hand, there are pass laws preventing
all free movement of people within
the country, filling the jails with petty
offenders, 'Within the Republic there
are opportunities for industrial em-
ployment, offering an escape from ru-
ral poverty and relatively high wages;
on the other hand there is rigid apart-
heid, extending into the most insult-
ing and degrading colour bar in the
world,
Life in the Protectorates is perhaps
poorér; but then it is also frear.

More Fiction than Fact

The only real divisions between Re-
public and Protectorates are the divi-
sions made by politics.

76 odd wears ago, the first political
declsions were made to establish these
geparate entities; the factorz were al-
most accidental. With slightly less force-
ful resistance by Mosheshoe to Boer en-
croachment, without the fanatical Cape
to Cairo rallroad dream of Rhodes, they
might well all have become part of the
Republic of South Africa. TUntil per-
haps filve years ago, it is doubtful whe-
ther this would have made substantial
differemce to the lives of the Protector-

tlement on the land; in the Eastern Free aie peoples.

PROTECTORATE PERSONALITIES ON THE COVER

(Left Panel (Top): MR. MOTSOMAI K. MPHO of the Bechuanaland People's Party.
(Centre) DR. A, ZWANE of the Swaziland Progressive Party.

[Bottom) MR. NTSU MOKHEHLE of the Basutoland Congress Party.
(Centre Picture) SERETSE KHAMA, hereditary chief of the Bamangwate, Bech.
Right Panel (lower] CHIEF SOBHUZA, Swaziland Paramount Chief.

Right Panel [Top) CHIEF CONSTANTINE BERENG MOSHESH Il:
Paramount Chief of Basutoland.
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Despite the political frontiers ; they
have been tied to the Republic so closely
that the “protection” of the British
throne has been a fiction rather than a
fact.

Economically all the territories are
shackled to the Republic's migrant
labour system; the men leave the Pro-
tectorates under contract to the ERe-
public’s mines and major farms, just
ag they do from the Republic's own
African reserves, Agriculture has be-
come as much the responsibility of
the women, the aged and the children
as it has been in the depopulated Re-
public's reserves.

Where there has been European
gettlement, it has been — asz In the
Republic — on the most fertile lands,
in the best irrigated areas, in the only
places acceszible to the town  mar-
kets, Where there are roads and rail-
ways, it i8 — as In the Republic —
where there are industries to serve,
White farmer's products to carry, or
able-bodied men to transport to the
gold mines,

Wages and conditions of work hawve
been settled in tune with the Repub-
lic's — only on & lower level since
labour is more abundant—which have
been determined by farm owners and
the Chamber of Mines.

The Gaps Grow Wider

The British “protectorate” has not
kept the Republic from penetrating deep
Into the life, ecomomy and administra-
tion of the Territories.

Republic currency is the currency of
the Protectorates. The Republic's posat-
al servicezs and radio serviees are the
Protectorates services. Customs duties,
and import and export control are exer-
cised by the Republic.

The British administration has maln-
tained a colour bar, lezs rigid and less
lunatic than the worst of South Africa's,
but still rigid enough to reserve almost
all senior administrative posts for
Whites, and to keep the clubs, hotels
and main sporting amenities for Whites,
In this congenial atmosphere, very
many of the British-appointed admini-
gtrators and senior civil servants have
been White South Africans.

The divisions thus between Republic
and Protectorate are not, generally, sub-
stantial — except only the political di-
visions. For the past few years these
divisions have been rapldly widening.

The Republic under the Mational gov-
ernment has been receding steadily into
an ever more cramped and confined po-
litical prison for the, Non-White people.
The last Non-Whites have been removed
from the common voters' roll; the last
White representatives of Non-White
electors have been evieted from Parlia-
ment; the elected Transkelan General
Council and the elected Advisory Boards
are being dismissed.

At the gsame time the Protectorates—
one and all — are moving towards new
and more representative forms of gov-
ernment, in which the people are, for the
first time, wvoting for local administra-
tiong with some measure of authority.
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The position is not everywhere the
game, In Basytoland, universal male
suffrage elects half the national Coun-
cil, the tribal chiefs the remainder, The
Council has real legislative power in
many things, but important powers —
defence, internal security and others —
are reserved for the British-appointed
administrator. In Bechuanaland, a La-
gislative Council, indirectly elected, part-
Iy nominated by the Administrator and
heavily welghted in favour of the White
minority exercises substantial authority
under the Administrator’s veto right. In
Swaziland, representative government of
gome type i3 only now under discussion,
with constitutional proposalzs being for-
mulated, Basutoland ig thus closest to
the goal of fully responsible government
elected by univerzal franchise,

to divest itself of its blatant imperialist
past, and to pose as the friend and pro-
tector of backward Africa. Where the
imperial stakes are high, there nothing
iz conceded without a fight. But wherea
the stakes are low, there a demonstra-
tion of the ‘new look' imperialism is
worth while,

And in the Protectorates, the stakes
are low, Mone of the Protectorates have
ever been bright jewels in the imperial
grown, nor are they likely to be in the
near future.

They are generally poor in known
mineral depozits; their soi]l and climate
are generally unsuitable for large-scale
ranching or plantation farming; they
have no known oil, no natural forests of
commercial timber. There are no glit-
tering profits to be extracted from places

SOUTH AFRICA'S TONGUE IN CHEEK
PREMIER STRIJDOM in 1955: “If the Territories are transferred to us we
will treat them in the same sympathetic way we have always treated the Native
Territories within the Union.”

But all are moving In direct opposi-
tion to the course of the Republic.

High Stakes and Low

There is a close link betweesn the gx-
tent of White settlement and the pro-
gress towards self governmeant.

The Republic with the greatest White
settlement stands furthest from demo-
cratic government; Basutoland with the
least White settlement stands closest.
Swaziland, with considerable White set-
tlement, iz further from self rule than
Bechuanaland, with little, Partly, no
doubt, this close link can be accounted
for by the stubborn resistance to MNon-
White franchise which iz put up by the
White communities everywhere in Af-
rica. But only in part.

For the constitutional advances of the
Protectorates are not only the result of
the internal struggles of their peoples,
but also — perhaps mainly — the result
of external factors.

There has been little political strug-
gle worthy of the name in recent times
in Bechuanaland or Swaziland; there
was not a great deal either in Basuto-
land before the present constitution was
formulated. PEritain, it would appear,
has been prepared to concede gracefully
in the Protectorates what it resists des-
perately and forcefully in Kenya, the
Rhodezias and Nyasaland.

.There are, no doubt, many complex
reasong for this.

One at least is that we live in an age
of African Independence, when the revo-
lutionary struggles of the people against
foreign domination can no longer ba
easily suppressed. Britain clings desper-
ately to itz imperialist possessions; but
it i= a loging fight.

And in an effort to prevent the total
loss of its colonial positions it 1s anxious

such as these, True, these are not the
only stakes of Imperialism. In some
places, colonles acquire great value be-
cause they are strategically placed to
defend imperial possessions; but the
gtrategic value of these three land-lock-
ed enclaves i slight. Basutoland and
Swaziland are militarily untenable as
bases without the co-operation of South
Africa and perhaps Portugal. Bechua-
naland is locked indefensibly between
the desert and Bouth Africa. All three
lie anyway outside the main traffie
routes and trade-lines of modern coms-
merce and modern military planning.

In the long run, their only substan-
tial value to British Imperialism has
been their manpower — which has
built and continues to support one of
the richest commercial enterprises of
Empire — the South African gold
mines. It is mainly THIS that Bri-
tain has gambled within its easy con-
cessions towards self government in
the Protectorates.

Setting Made by Struggle

It should be added — lest the people
of the Protectorates in thelr easy for-
tune forget it — that the decisive factor
in deciding Britain’s policy has baen the
struggle of the people of South Africa
against their own government. By their
own & against National apart-
heid, they hawve forced Bouth Africa's
colour-bar system into the forefromtsof
world affairs.

In a way, they have made South Afri-

ca the dividing point between progress
and reaction.

Who sides with the South African
government brands himself as an arch
reactionary; who dares copy the South
Afrcan ocolour-bar Institutions reveals
himsalf as an enemy of the African peo-
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ple. In this setting, made by the strug-
gle of the South African liberation move-
ment, Britain risks her entire prestige
and status sverywhers in Africa if she
does not lead the Protectorates away
from the South African system, to-
wards votes and democratic government.

Elsewhere in Africa — where men
still battle desperately against Britain's
unrelenting rule — they will doubtless
look on the Protectorates’ easy passage
to self government with envy. But it is
proving to be a mixed blessing. Be-
cause it comes to seasy, the liberation of
the Protectorates take place without tha
mass upsurge of the people, without the
entry of the ordinary people inte the
arena of political action and economic
reconstruction.

There ig about it more of the grudging
air of cheeseparing reform than the
heady effervescence of rebirth. The way
in which they approach their day of li-
bheration is conditioning the character
of their liberation.

It is difficult to describe the process
which is taking place. On the one hand
the British government concentrales the
attention of the people on detailed mat-
ters of constitution, thus obscuring
larger matters of principle.

On the other, the local organisations
turn more and more attention to the se-
curing of office under these constitu-
tions, and lose zight of the fundamental
need to mobilise the population for the
tasks of liberation.

Thus, when faced with the serious and
obvious economic difficulties of thelr
territories, they can do little better than
to demand more assistance from the Co-
lonial Office, and raise false hopes of
“what would be possible’ if only the Co-
lonial Office made the funds avallable,

MNe Charity from Afar

Clearly the Colonial Cff.ce will not, It
has never been a philanthropic organi-
sation; it Invests imperial funds where
It can derive either strategically neces-
gary raw materials or military positions,
or where it can pave the way for sub-
stantial amd profitable private capital
investmenta,

Mone of these conditions cxfst in the
FProtectorates, The Protectorates will
have to raise themselves by their own
boot-straps or stagnate. But to  lift
themselves by their own boot-siraps —
as the experience particularly of Guinea
indicates—they must mohilise the whole
people, inspire them with revolutionary
fervour, and enable them to see that
they are working for their own future,

Thiz perspective iz what, thus far,
seems to be lacking in the Protectorates,
It iz this lack that explaing the political
rifts appearing in Basutoland at a time
when political organization is still in its
very Infamcy. It iz this lack that ex-
plains the feeling of popular apathy and
indifference which many visitors to Be-
chuanaland comment on. It iz this lack
which leads to Basuto passivity in the
face of provocative military preparations
on its borders, such as happened during
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the last weeks of May; here indeed was
a great opportunity for arousing the
Basuto people to self defence, and thus
to laying the groundwork for a Basuto
national army of the future — AN e5%en-
tial and ultimately inevitable part of
breaking the dependence of Basutoland
on the Republic and establishing its own
complete independence.

Break Out of the Net

No doubt these things will eome. The
people of the Protectorates will learn
from their own experience, as others
have learnt. But this does not mean
that time is of no account.

There is a situation existing today
which may not last for ever, and which
may not recur again.

That is the situation in which South
Africa ig the pariah of the world, with-
out friends abroad, bitterly besleged by
its own people at home.

This is the moment for the Protector-
ates to strike out for their own Iindepen-
dence, to break ths chains of South Af-
rican penetration. At this moment,
world sympathy and world suppoert can
be won for even the most darina, the
boldest steps to break out of Scuth Af-
rica's nat. The peopla of tha Protector-
ates dare not miss this momeant when
conditions are so favourable.

And there Is the other side of this
matter. Every forward act of the Pro-
tectorates weakens &still further the
already weakened and desperate South
African government, at the same time
it heartens and inspiresa the South

frican people (o overthrow their
government. Thus well timed, boid
action by the Protectorates now can
be a deciglve coniribution to the liber-
ation of Bouth African.

This iz more than an act of interna-
t'onal solidarity. For, in ithe long run,
the Protectorates and their future are
bound up with the future of the Repub-
lic. Even as independent states, even
when they have achieved full democra-
tic, responzible government, the econo-
mic problems of the Prolectorates re-
main to be conquered., And they cannot
be conguered fully without co-operation,
inter-change and joint assis.ance be-
tween the Republic and themselves,

For willy-nilly — boundaries or no
boundariezs — economically the fate of
South Africa is the fate of the Protac-
torates. They sink or swim together.

“In Swaziland the main need
iz to ereate conditions favourahble
to the economic development
that must eventually come in
any case and that will enable the
Swazi people to participate in
the associated benefits.” (our
emphasis. )

Report of the Morse
Economic Survey
Mission.

Basutoland:

No nation can enter the
modern age riding on
ponies, says
MARIUS SCHOON

When Basutoland was granted limited
gelf-rule in 1980 many people in South
Africa watched events in the Protector-
ate with considerable interest. It was
exciting to envisage an Independent Af-
rican state within the borders of the
Republic, and perhaps we even had vi-
glons of pressure from there making
things uncomfortable for the South Af-
rican Government.

Did we allow our hopes to be rais-
ed too high? Basutoland Is still a
long way from independence, and pos-
gibly even from responsible govern-
ment,

At the present half the Legislative
Council is nominated by the chiefs and
only half is elected. The Executive
Council is appointed by the administra-
tion, and a number of officials are ox
officio members of it.

S0 both the Colonial Office and the
chiefs still retaln considerable control
over the future of the country.

Britain has recently shown that she is
not prepared to spend enough money on
Basutoland to make it self-supporting
in the foreseeable future.

The Morse Report recently recom-
mended an immediate expenditure of £7
million on the three Protectorates. The
British Government has decided to allo-
cate £1,200,000 to the three territories
over the next two years, At this rate
it will take 14 years to carry out the
minimal recommendations of this report.

Operation Shop-Window?

Thoze who speak of "Operation Shop
Window", i.e. bullding the Protectorates
into model states to try to influence
events in the Republle, seem’ to mis-
understand the very nature of colonial-
=,

Even tha most benevolent colonial
power does not spend large sums of
mongy unless there I8 a possibility, no
matter how indirect, of somea future re-
turn.

Only S8waziland seems at the moment
to have & definite industrial future, and

Britain is loth to invest on a large scale
in either of the other territories,

There are two other important points.
Firstly, Britain's own financial affairs
are not as healthy as they might be.
Becondly, Britain has more money in-
vested in South Africa than in any other
country except the United States, Both
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BASUTOLAND :

SIZE: 11,716 square miles.

White ..

Asians

Basuto Capital: Matsieng.

source of income.

Well-watered coun
Africa to form the

million a year, but exports

An enclave completely ringed about by South Africa.
POPULATION: African ... ... ... . o ..

Colovrnd e
i E T N O A e s

ADMINISTRATIVE CAPITAL: Maseru.

MIGRANT LABOUR is Basutcland's chief export and
43% of the African male population
is away at any one time, working on the RnnclP:
State Gold mines, on farms and in South Africa’s industry.
, with three main RIYER SYSTEMS: the Orange, Makhaleng and Caledon which all unite in South
range. Yet there is practically no irrigation in the Territory. There are several schemes for
HYDRO-ELECTRIC POWER (the Ox-bow Scheme, the Kau River Scheme and the Semena River scheme) but all in-
volve delivery of water to areas of the Free State where expanding industry needs it, an dthis would involve closer
and more complex relations with South Africa.
Known MINERAL RESOURCES are few. The economy leans heavily on the cultivation of CROPS and raising of

SHEEP AND GOATS for wool and mohair. Farming is mainly for subsistence (total agricultural output
worth only £300,000 in 1958). The livestock population has declined over the past 15-20

years, but, apart from mine labour, it is still the principal source of cash income.

The EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM is largely in the hands of three missions — the Paris Evangelical, the Roman Catholic
and the English Church. There is only one government school in the Territory — the main technical trades schoel in
Maseru. |In grants-in-aid to non-denominational schools the Government pays one-fifth of the country's total annual
revenue of £1,600,000 and a sixth of the total expenditure of £2,000,000.

nd Free

gyl AT sumie oy
el W ERIBE i

Bl rm e my amalal g gy

about £4-£5

these factors will tend to curtail even
further spending on the Protectorates.

Yet, if there is one thing Basutoland
needs it is money.

The country has a rainfall of about
30 inches a year, but erosion has con-
sumed so much arable land that the peo-
ple can not make a living in the country.
A start has been made in the fight
against erosion, and in the plains it is
almost under control.

However, merely to carry out the re-
eommendations of the Morse Report with
respect to the mountainous regions is
more than the country’s resources can
cope with at the moment.

In 1957 Basutoland imported £3,012,854
worth of goods while her exports total-
led only £2,173,331. There iz only one
wiay in which this deficit can be made
up, and that is by the men going to work
in the Republic. Labour is in fact Ba-
sutoland’s chlef export.

The Morse Report estimates that
83,000 men, or 43 of the adult male
population ls working outside the Pro-
tectorate at any givem time. By far
the greater proportion of these men are
employed on the mines.

Thiz seems to be one place where
the Basutos can strike at the Repub-
lic. The mines are even more depen-
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dant on this labour than the Basutos
are on the work. By agitating for
better conditions for their citizens, the
Basutoland Government could perhaps
do much to improve the lot of all con-
tract labour in South Africa.

Riding on Ponies

Not only does Basutoland export la-
bour to the Republic but her economy is
intrinsically tied up with that of the Re-
public.

ERepublic customs and currency regu-
lations apply in the territory, and almost
all manufactured goods are imported
from there.

This means that even when or if Ba-
gsutoland does achieve full independence
she will gtill be dependant on the Repub-
lic economically.

The obvious answer ig the creation of
indigenous industries.

The Morse Report states emphatical-
Iy: "We canpot recommend the creation
of factory type industries at the mo-
ment."” While this is by no means the
final word on the subject, it would ap-
pear to have a certain wvalidity. The
cost of industrialisation is prohibitive,
due to the lack of electrical power.
There are however vast water resources,
and some form of hydro-electric scheme
ig imperative in the future.

Mo nation can enter the modern age
riding on ponies.

The British government has shelved
the proposed Ox Bow hvdro-electric
gcheme as it was considered that even
the first stage was too costly. This
schermne would, however, have been
double-edged, as a large proportion of
the current gemerated would have been
gold to the Republie, and would thus only
have bound Basutoland more closely to

the Republic's economy.

Blankets and Skill

Basutoland is in the strange position
of being an exporter of wool and an im-
porter of blankets. If the power diffi-
culties could be solved, a textile industry
could surely flourish,

The Morse Report makes an excep-
tionally important point on Industrialisa-
tlon. Dealing with Swaziland, the re-
port makes it clear that Africans must
be tralned to perform skilled tasks both
on the proposed rallway and in the ex-
panding mining industry. This would
prevent a situation arising in Bwasziland,
as it hag on the Copper Belt, where skill-
e¢d jobs are reserved for whites and Af-
ricang are allowed to perform only ma-
nual and semi-skilled tasks. If the
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Commiszion were able to recommend this
for Swaziland, with an appreciable white
settler population, it would obviously
hold even more true in Basutoland, Con-
gresg leaders in Basutoland must insist
on thiz recommendation being carried
out when industrialization doez eventu-
ally come about,

What of Mineral Wealth?

A Col, Scott has been granted con-
cessions to prospect for, and mine, dia-
monds in the territory. As yet no indi-
cation has been given of how rich his
claims are.

In 1958 Tshehedi Khama signed an
agreement between the Bamangwato
people and the Rhodesian Selection
Trust Group whereby the latter were
granted rights to prospect in Baman-
gwato tribal territories. The Baman-
gwato people were to recelve 1249 of
the profits obtained from any of these
concessions, In this way some of the
mineral wealth of the country would re-
main there, and would not all be remov-
ed by the exploiting company. The de-
tails of any gimilar agreement to be
signed with Col Bcott are not known at
the time of writing.

Forcing the Pace

Apart from economic necessity there
is another factor working against the
extension of self-government to the ter-
ritory. This is, surprisingly enough,
the Basuto people themselves. On & re-
cent trip to Basutoland I was struck by
the complacency of the people. Every-
one iz keen to tell how much better
things are than in the Republic, “This
is our country, we don't have passes
here' they say. Limited self-rule is not
the end, Militant pressure from below
can alone force the slow pace of the Co-
lonial Office.

Within the past few weeks a Commis-
sion has been established to investigate
racial digcrimination in the territory.
There are clearly eertain flelds where
there iz diserimination.

There is the segregated hospital, and
system of liguor permits required only
by Africans. It seems to be more by
custom than by direct administrative ac-
tion that Africans are kept out of bars.

There is no direct prohibition against
people of Asian extraction being allow-
ed into Basutoland. Since the war, how-
ever, there have been no Asians who
have been granted residence permits.
The 247 Asians living there have all
been there an appreciable time, and, it
must be said, are not discriminated
against in any way. The prohibition on
any new Immigrants does however seem
to have a taint of racialism,

Recently leaders from the three Pro-
tectorates met in London and Accra to
have consultations. Many of these men
must have met for the first time. Regu-
lar consultations betwen leaders from
the three territories could only have be-
neficial results for their freedom strug-
Eles.
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BASUTOLAND’S PRESS

“Legelinyana La Lesotho™, the oldest
publication in this territory, is published
by the P.EM.8. (Pariz Evangelical Mis-
sion Society.y It meanders the neu-
tral path, determined fo demonstrate
no support for any of the political org-
anizations which have mushroomed in
the past seven years., It concerns itself
largely with its own mission work, some
events in the British Empire and social
activities of its church members. Writ-
ten in both Sotho and English. Publish-
ed at Morija. Largest circulation of all
the paperz recently put on a business
basis. A fortnightly sold at 8d a copy.

Moeletsi Oa Basotho: The Catholic
paper, this is the most mischievous pa-
per in Basutoland. All Non-Catholics,
all Non-Catholic thought, all these are
anathema (a word freely bandied by
both church and its adherents) to Moe-
latgi. It covers the Legislature's debates
almost verbatim and comment iz almost
invariably full of recrimination and mis-
representation. Moeletsi supports with-
out qualification, the "BASUTOLAND
NATIONAL PARTY"™ which, it had been
hoped would enjoy the unqualified sup-
port of the Chieftainship and would pre-
gerve the statuz quo. Needless perhaps
to add Moeletsi is wviolently anti-Com-
munist and Communism is seen lurking
behind every bush. Moeletsi is partizan
and goes on the rampage from time to
time against all and sundry who belong
to political parties which are indiserim-
Inately labelled 'Communist”. Moeletsi
is alsp the deadly enemy of secularists
and insists that education must be per-
manently controlled by the church, espe-
cially in Basutoland. PFublished in So-
tho and English. A weekly, sold at 3d—
or more often distributed free to Church
members,

Basutoland Mews iz concerned mainly
with the expatriate (living in the Repub-
licy families' social activities, and also
reminiscences of the past days in Basu-
toland, Bome coverage is given of court
cases but the paper is largely uninvalv-
ed and uncommitied, except that occa-
gsionally grim "“EKiplingish” admonish-
ments are made to Basotho politicians
to beware of their language and threats
of treason and sedition. Published in
Ficksburg in English, Bmall circulation,
used mainly as a licence-advertising me-
dium.

Mohlabani: Owned by B. M. Khaket-
la, who, until the end of 1860 was Depu-
ty Leader of the Basutoland Congress
Party and Iz an Executive member of
the Legislature. Written and translated
into both Sotho and English., It repre-
sented, for a lopg time, the forward-
logking and progressive opinion of
the Basotho. It has been known to
tackle the Basutoland Administration on
& wide variety of political subjects, espe-
pially the administration's failure to fa-
ecilitate Africanisation of the civil serv-
ice. Mohlabanl has advocated “Consti-
tutional Advance” for Basutoland with
greater participation of the Basotho In
the Legislature. The latest lssue car-
ries editorial comment on how Mohla-

bani looks forward to great advances In
the Legislative field, which means, a la
Mohlabani — “Responsible Govern-
ment,"” This paper has always been re-
garded as the mouthplece of the Con-
gress Party of Basutoland,

It is interesting to note that almoat
six months after Mr. Khake{la's rezsigna-
tion from Congress, during which time
we learn he has ercated his own baby
politieal party — “The Basutoland Fres.
dom Party™ he has not committed Mo-
hlabani to the new organisation; nol in
the latest issue of this paper anyway.

Makatolle (Uprooter) is the organ
of the Basutoland Congress Parly and
iz about one year old now.

This is a poorly written paper. The
articles are too long and these are made
waorse by the cireumlocution employved in
writing. Makatolle reacts too closely
to 'what amounts to stupid criticism by
its opponents and does not, therefore,
concentrate in politicising its members
through this journal. It is becoming a
grievance paper on the apparent lack of
aszistance by central government to lo-
cal governmment institutions. There is,
creeping in, a frightening feature in the
paper: the cult of the person of the
B.C.P. Leader, who is no longer referred
to as Ntsu Mokhehle but as "MOHLOM-
FHELI MONGHALI" ({THE HONOUR-
ABLE MISTER). There iz scope for
considerable improvement in both the
standard of writing and in greater par-
ticipation by members in making this
paper influential amongst the Basotho
people A fortnightly, publizhed in Ma-
seru but printed In Cape Town., 6d a
copy.

Mohlanka features a picture of Mosh-
esh on its masthead, and is run by the
Chiefs and Catholic supported Mational
Party. Features strong attacks on the
E.CP.. Monthly, published in Cape
Town in Sotho.

Lentsoe La Basotho (The Basuto
World) : The Botho version of the World
which also runs Swazl and Bechuana
counterparts for these territories. High
circulation, about 26,000 a week and the
only newsy publication in the Territory.
Has wide coverage of events, Weekly in
Sotho and English. The English maga-
zine section is the African Echo.

R.M.

STEWART'S
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SWAZILAND IN THE MELTING POT

In the South African Medical Journal,
a recent advertisement read: “'Swaziland
practice for sale. No politics, amicable
race relations '

The advertizser exaggerated, as adver-
tisers will: but his view had foundation.

From Algeria to Cape Agulhas, from
Dakar to Djibouti, no spot in Africa pre-
sents an appearance so tranguil, so gra-
dual, so0 unflurried, unhurried and un-
worried by the tremendous pressures of
elsewhere. The gabled dollhouse Secre-
tariat in the ample high street of Mba-
bane seems a world away from winds of
change, crises of colonlalism and nations
on the march. Is the idyll true?

Until 1948, Swaziland was in an eco-
nomic and political sleep. In about
1825, a British newspaper had comment-
ed:

“It might seem reasonable that an
African Advisory Council should be
established on the same lines as the
European Advisory Council; but Euro-
pean opinion is not yet ripe for such
a development.”

It was no readier by 1850. But at
about that tima, the first ripples of &co-
nomic development began; and now, as
economic advance reaches a compara-
tively hectic pace, thera ars signs —
faint but definite signs — that political
advance may; should; could; and con-
ceivably in the not unforeseeable future
actually will, arrive.

Certainly even the briefest of visits to
Swaziland make it evident how great a
change there has been even in the last
twelve months.,

Ore in the Melting Pot

Throughout the country existing pro-
jects are leaping ahead and ambitious
plans are being drawn up. Already
flourishing are the forest plantations of
the Usuty scheme and Piggs Peak, the
Blg Bend Irrigation Scheme, which is
contributing to a sugar production of the
order of 80,000 tons per annum, and the
Malkerns Cannery, which takezs good
care to avoid any risk of boycott by la-
belling all its products “Made in the Bri-
tish Protectorate of 8 I

Mbabane and Manzini (formerly Bre-
mersdorp) now have glossy, efficient au-
tomatic telephone exchanges, and work
iz in progress on tarred roads to link
them with the Transvaal border and with
Btegi.

Everywhere there is talk of the vast
pew mining project, on which much of
the hopes for the Territory's future are
built; the opening-up of iron mines at
Bomvu Ridge and the construction of a
railway to carry the ore to the Portu-
guese border.

This last project is still to some ex-
tent in the melting pot since it would
appear that the Anglo American Corpor-
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White-owned areas, like the 10,000 acres to be planted by the Colonial Develop-
ment Corporation (only 2,900 acres for the Swazi nation); the £10 million woed
pulp export project run jointly by the CDC and the British giant firm of Courtaulds;

the projected Anglo-American and Japanese iron ore develo
The Sw

ent programme.

ari nation has a fund the LIFA to BUY BACK land alienated to Whites
from the 1880's when immensa land and mineral concessions were g-'lhbﬂd.

EXPORTS amounted to £4 million in 1957-8, of which ASBESTO

more than half.

accounted for

Hardly more than half the African children are in school at any cne time. M.HK
do not go on after standard two. The Trades School at Mbabane turns out eac

year between |15 and 20 men tfrained in general building, carpentry and joinery,
and motor mechanics. Mone of these appears to meet the specific requirements

of industry.' [Morse Economic Mission.)

ation is having second thoughts about
assuming an cbligation to subsldise the
rallway even if it is not used for ore

transport, and terms are still being set-
tled between the business men concern-
ed and the British Government.

it has been hinted that some of those
planning to invest In these schemes
would like to obtain something like a &
year guarantes of the political future of
the Territory: wunderstandably, such
guarantees are not for the giving.

Mevertheless, it does seem that Swazi-

* land has as good prospects of long-term

tranquility as any reascpable business
man could ask and the political life of
the territory is still undeveloped, not to
say embryonie.

Essentially there are only four ele-
ments in the Territory's polities:

1, Tha British Government

2. The tribal authority.

3. The white settiers.

4, The Swaziland Progressive Party.

The British Government is, oddly
enough, more progressive than the trib-
al authority and seems somewhat to re-
gret that proposals for constitutional re-
form are regarded with such restraint
and dubiety by the Paramount Chief.

Yotes

Sobhuza 11, the Ngwenyama, has
reigned for thirty-eight years. In his
twenties he spent much money and ef-
fort in challenging, through the BEritish
courts, the validity of the concessions by
which his predecessor, Mbandzeni, and
his councillors had granted large tracts
of Bwazlland to Europeans. The fight
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was taken right up to the Privy Council
— he lost.

MNow he takes the line that nothing
must be done in any way to alienate or
disturb the European inhabitants, whose
presence and particlpation he feels are
vital to the country. His view of the
franchise is that “One man, one vote" i=
unfamiliar to the African and that the
traditional tribal system of selection of
councillors should be adhered to.

The White Swazilanders, while not
noted for any great interest in politics
as such, seem to have no objection to
the gradual erosion of the enforcement
of segregation and to the tentative dis-
cusgion of some ultimate Introduction of
elective government,

Talks and Votes

The only spokesmen for universal suf-
frage, however, are the Swaziland Pro-
gressive Party, who maintain a small
office just off the main street in Mba-
bane, hold principles similar to those of
the Bouth African Liberal Party, and
claim a membership of about two thous-
and in a country of a quarter of & mil-
lion.

The Chief's attitude to this group has
varied: when discussions on constitution-
al reform first began, he nominated to
the discussions two members of the Swa-

ziland Progressive Party, but within a
short time it became evident that their
viewpoint was entirely irreconcilable

with that of the Chief's Councillors and,
after some acrimony, the 3P.P was
forced out of the discussions.

The talks still continue; it looks at
present as If there 18 a likelihood of a
Legislative Council being established,
with approximate parity between Euro-

n and Swazi representatives, how-
ever elected, but little progress haz been
made on what electoral system, if any,
should be adopted.

It is clear that economic advance will
have to be accompanied by great social
and educational changes.

Till now the Swazlland educational
system has been geared to the require-
ments of Unlon examinations., It is like-
ly that there will soon have to be a
change-over to the English examina-
tions, leading ultimately to General Cer-
tificate at Ordinary and Advanced Lev-
els. This goal is a long way off.

At present there iz comparatively am-
ple schooling at the very elementary le-
vel but most do not reach Standard Six
and only a few dozen reach Matricula-
tion. .

The subject of school Integration is
being discussed; it seems much less ex-
plogive than it would be in the Union.
The principle difficulty seems Lo be that
of practical problemg of difference in
present standards, rather than emotion-
al problems of integration. It is likely
that the first steps will be the admizsion
of Europeans to the best of the African

PASE EIGHT

Swaziland's Press

Both the TIMES OF BWAEIL-
LAND and the BWAZRILAND
CHROMNICLE are White-owned,

the TIMES doing much govern-
ment priting. Both are largely
parish-pump papers, the CHRON-
ICLE being chiefly a social regis-
ter for Bwaziland's Whites, record-
ing comings and goings, parties
and gymkhanas, During South
Africa’s 1960 Emergency when a
group of South Africans sought
asylum in the Protectorate from
detention in the Union without
trial, the CHRONICLE had a rash
of wvehement anti-Semitism, anti-
Communism and general anti-refu-
gee propaganda and at one point
was threatened with a libel ac-
tion, after which comment was
considerably toned down,

Both the TIMES and the
CHRONICLE are entirely out of
touch with African opinion. A re-
tired zenlor eivil gervant wrote re-
cently to the TIMES suggesting
that ambitious young Bwazis
should seek advance through the
traditional trikal institutions ra-

ther than form political parties.
The SWAZILAND FREEDOM

 THE NEW

STAR, roneod organ of the Swazi-
land People’s Party iz the welcome
newcomer in the publishing world
of the Territory.

achools, as a preliminary to a general
raizing of standards, with integration
accepted as a definite, if distant, goal.

White Hands

Wages in the Territory are still very
low and there exists virtually no urban-
ised middle class. Efforts are being
made to inerease technical education to
provide skilled workers for the enter-
prises at present being established and
expanded, but there is a long way to go,

The problem which Bwaziland faces
in the long run may prove to be that of
reconciling economic advance with poli-
tical emancipation,

The pattern which has predominated
until now is that of development in Eu-
ropean hands, often European [ nanced,
and organised in the form of public
companies, with or without Colonial De-
velopment Corporation finance. Tha
Swaziland Mational Courcll has a few
hundred acres of sugar plantations but
has played no significant role in the ma.
jor economic projects

If the country in the future gshould ac-
guire an elective government and if that

government should take the wview that
the economy of the country could better
be developed on socialist than on capital-
ist lines, then conflict between govern-
ment and investors could easily arise
but, for the present at least, such prob-
lems seem far in the future.

General Hertzog, in 1835, reached an
accord with Mr, Thomas, the then Sec-
retary of State responsible for the High
Commizgsion Territories of Basutoland,
the Bechuanaland Protectorate and Swa-
ziland whereby the inhabitants of these
territories ecould be “educated™ towards
the appreciation of the desired way of
life; the policies of segregation, now
termed apartheid. This was to prepare
them for their hoped for acceptance of
ultimate incorporation into the Tnion of
South Africa now known as the Repub-
lic of South Africa.

This was an authoritative blessing
from abowve upon the policy of separate
treatment  (segregation of black and
white) commonly practised in official
circles as well as by the European pub-
lic in the Territory, adopted clandes-
tinely from the Union of South Africa.

The policy was reflected in the twao
completely separate counells, the one for
the Europeans and the other for the Af-
ricans established in the wear 1920; the
European Advisory Council and the Af-
rican Advisory Council.

In 1850 a Joint Advisory Council of B
Eurcpeans plus 7 European Government
officials plus 8 Africans was formed,
which, in spite of the facade of Black-
White wnity, in reality maintained ra-
cial separation. For the Europeans were
elected by ballot by Europeans and saw
to it that the interests of their Euro-
pean electors were put boldly to the fore
to the prejudice of all else if need be;
while the African members of their
Council, beipg mostly the Chiefs and
their hand-picked favourites, usually had
the mortification of finding themselves
coming & bad second both in debate as
well as in the resultant legislation. The
reasons for this were their comparative
Inexperience, their poor educational
gtandard and by and large the prepon-
derance of the Whites in the Council,
wihich thus ensured white dominance.

Lopsided Council

The present Legislative Council is but
the former Joint Advisory Council writ
large under another name,

The composition of the Legislative
Council is as follows:—

Europeans:

Resident Commizsioner as chairman;
3 ex-officio officials;
7 appointed officials;
2 appointed non-officials;
10 elected members
23 — representing a population of 4,000

whites.

Africans:

2 appointed non-officials;
10 ‘elected’ members,

12 — representing a population of
350,000 Blacks.
1 Aslan — representing the small
Asgian community.
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CONSTITUTION FOR BECHUANALAND

A CRITIQUE
by

K. T. MOTSETE

President of the Bechuanaland
Pecple's Party

Thus in a territory which is aver-
whelmingly African, the European mino-
rity has a two-thirds representation in
the Legislative Council against the mere
one-third for the numerically superior
Africans.

With such an overwhelming majority
in the Legislative Assembly the Euro-
pean iz given the power to control the
country, itz inhabitants and to dictate
the direction and pace of its develop-
ment.

To argue as some do that the Euro-
pean official members may not neces-
sarily side with the European elected
members is but idle talk; some of us
have suffered prejudice and frustra-
tion on the grounds of our colour at
the hands of such officials who often
pander to the racial discrimination as
practised by local White communi-
ties.

Selections Mot Elections

The franchise 1s on & common as well
a5 & racial roll. It is more advantage-
ous to the Europeans, who, like the Asi-
ans, elect democratically and by ballot
the best men from their respective con-
stituencies, and send them direct to the
Legislative Council.

For the Africans, however;, the elec-
tions are really selections. The proce-
dure is vitiated by a series of hurdles
over a tortuous path.

First there are elections (under the
dominating influence of sub-chiefs able
to over-ride popular nominations) for
membership of the Area Council of his
village or area of jurisdiction.

The Area Councils, as electoral col-
leges, choose men to the Tribal Council
of the Reserve, or District Council of a
proclalmed township like Lobatsl, This
Council in turn acts as the electoral col-
lege for the African Council whence
members proceed at last to the Legisla-
tive Couneil.

Glaring irregularities have come to
light from the selection procedurez for
the Area Councils,

One headman-chairman is known
to have chosen the required guota
membership for his local Area Coun-
¢il on hiz own, by simply announcing
hig choice to the assembled kgotla ga-
thering.

A headman or Subordinate African
Authority, as chairman, can refuse to
accept & nominee he dislikes and there
can be no appeal against hig ruling.
Then, the law of the constitution being

in Englizh, it is not generally known by
the majority of the African electors, so
that the chairman presiding over the
‘elections’ If he is literate enough to
know English, is at liberty to vary its
stipulations to his own advantage with-
out anyone ¢lse being the wiser, and if
he does not know English he carries on
in the customary and traditional man-
ner of the chief's word being the law
whether that is in consequence with the
constitution or not. There is no elec-
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toral officer or supervisor to see that
justice is done as provided by the con-
stitution.

Not Known from Adam

The African Council travesties the
clections, which fact was well borne out
gt the recent elections at Lobatsl. The
electors’ ignorance of one amother was
no advantage but rather a serious han-
dicap. These electors, some separated
by az much as a thousand miles were
for the first time brought together and
required to eleet from among their num-
ber the best men for the Legizlative
Council. Many of them did not know the
other from Adam, let alone knowing his
capabllity or fitness for such represen-
tation. They had either to resort to
blind voting or not vote at all.

Special advantage went to those
chiefg whose names were widely
known and respected, as well as those
former minor eivil servants, who,
while in Government employ, were
posted to several villagez and town-
ships from time to time, which in fact
iz well illustrated in the resultant list
of elected members for the Legisla-
tive Council,

Then again, election procedures
were quite new and suggestion play-
ed its part, as seen from the coinci-
dence of the result of the elections
and the chance order of the names on
the blackboard of the nominated can-
didates,

There were 16 names for the Legisla-
tive Council (of which only the first ten
oeed be mentioned) from whom the re-
gquired five members for the Southern
Protectorate were to be elected, viz:—
Messrs. . Masire, Dr. Molema, L. Mo-
siele, Chief Bathoen II, Chief Mokgosi,
Messrs, J. Mahloane, Segoko, Marumo-
la, N. Molomo and Chief Montshiwa.
The first five were elected,

Another five Legislative Council mem-
bers had to be elected from the following
10 nominees for the Northern Protector-
ate, the order on the blackboard being:
Meszsrs. Beretse Khama, T. Tsheko, L.
Beretse, L. Raditladi, A. Tsoebebe, Gu-
gushe, G. Moszinyl, J. Modise, M. Ngwa-
ko and K. T. Motsste — and bravo!
the hat trick repeated itz former per-
formance — almost, for the first 5 came
out except that No. 3, namely, L. Seret-
se, was displaced by No. 7, lLe. G. Mo-
ginyi after a re-election to resolve the
tie between No. & e, Gugushe with No.
T, 0. Mosinyi,

Thus the fortuitous order of the
names appears to have acted as a
strong guide.

When it is borne in mind that the
electoral college, i.e. the African Coun-
cil as the sueceszor of the old African
Advisory Council is a chief's stronghold,
the majority of the electors who were
subjects of the varlous chiefs of the Ter-
ritory may have had it deep In their
subconscious mind that that particular
order had the blessing of their over-

lords and they may have felt it their
duty to adhere to tribal allegiance and
expectations,

This method of election, so open to
abuses and misconstruction should be
scrapped; it is a hindrance rather than
a help to political progress.

Some constitutencies are over repre-
gented while others of equal if not of
greater significance have no African
representatives at all; eg. the Baman-
gwato Territory has FOUR representa-
tives (plus the luxury of & white one,
namely Mr. T. Shaw) while Lobatsi and
the Tuli Block, an industrial centre of
increasing importance and a township,
have no African elected, not even nom-
inated! Compare thiz defect with the
adequate representation of every sche-
duled constituency of the European com-
munity, with two redundant though sta-
tutory White representatives to boot.

This constitution entrenches the ra-
clal — black and white — dichotomy,
for the representatives of both groups
will tend to fight for the interests of
their own colour instead of working to-
gether to achieve the greatest good for
the whole community.

Againgt all thiz is the objective of
our Party, namely the unification of the
various tribal and raclal sections by a
community of interests and a common
roll into nationhood,

One Man — One Woman — VYote

Because of the absence of political
organisations in the Territory, the tribal
ticket was the only one possible, apart
from the nominationz by the High Com-
missioner,

The African members of the Legisla-
tive Counecil are really independents and
repregentatives of tribal groups, more
or less unorganised along modern parli-
amentary lines for well directed and
concerted action in the couneil under the
leadership of a political party.

As g matter of fact the present Legis-
lative Council iz but a one party affair
== & Government-cum-Chiefs” party
without an opposition.

The strictly male franchise of this
constitution is an anachronism. Women
must be enfranchised too. The Bechu
analand People's Party advocates uni-
versal suffrage for all adults of all
races, and of course, one man, or wo-
man, ong vote.

Polling should be by a strictly secret
ballot as practized elzewhere in the mo-
dern world, e.g. Kenya, Basutoland, and
voting should be directly for the Legis-

{Continued on page 10)
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‘NO JEWEL IN THE CROWN’

LEONARD MATSOELE'S view on BECHUANALAND: 'The People's Movements must adjust to the
Realities . . . Utter Dependence on Foreign Aid . . .'

The recent step forward in the politi-
cal and constitutional development of the
Bechuanaland Protectorate was nof,
alas, marked by a corresponding ad-
vance in the field of its economy.

Bechuanaland is a vast and to a large
extent, uncharted country, teeming with
fauna and folklore, tsefse and tsumma
melons, but it is not a rich country. In
fact, without regular and substantial
subzidies from overseas it would cease
to have any organised ecomomy at all,
and would, in all probability, cease to he
a separate state at all.

Rhodes' Dream

Great Britain'z sovereignty over this
territory of 225,000 square miles dates
back to Cecil John Rhodes” imperial
dream and has played an important part
in the general scramble for Africa dur-
ing the late nineteenth century, but its
acquisition has added no jewelz to the
British Crown.

From a purely economic viewpoint,
the Protectorate has been a liability to
the taxpayer of the United EKingdom
since Khama the Great and Queen Vie-
toria settled its destiny over tea and
muffing.

Bechuanaland's economy 18 almost en-
tirely a pastoral ome, Itz 350,000 Afri-
cans, 3,000 Europeans and several hund-
red Aslans and Coloureds, depend almost
entirely on cattle for their livelihoods
and are completely at the mercy of the
rise and fall of the price of beef in
Southern Africa and Europe as well as
the vagaries of tsetse, nagana, foot and
mouth and other cattle diseases,

The revenue derived by the Admini-
gtration from the export of beef is in-
sufficlent to develop the Territory's po-
wer, water, communications and the so-
cial services, nor to tap it for any of its
other resources with the result that
grants of money have to be found from
the Colonial Development and Welfare
Fund and other sources if development
iz to keep pace with the needs of a mod-
ern country.

Fortunately the money has thus far
been forthcoming. This yvear Bechuana-
land received a million and a half pounds
from Britain, the largest grant so far
in any one wvear. Last year the Morse
Commission, sponsored by the World
EBank, visited the High Commission Ter-
ritories and as far as Bechuanaland is
coneerned, made recommendations for
substantial funds to develop roads, water
respurces and education. Az difficult
ag it is to prophesy anything at all in
Africa these days, the chances are that
more and more money will be sunk into
the three High Commission Territories
and there is always the possibility that
oneé of the large mining houses at pre-
sent prospecting for minerals will strike
oll or bauxite or something.

Chiefs' Hold

This dependence on cattle is of course
the reason why the spirit of nationalism
has not yet penetrated into the Kalahari
and why the Chiefs, whose badge of of-
fice has always been the number of their
herds, still retain such a powerful hold

over the lives and souls of thelr tribes-
men.

NEW CONSTITUTION FOR BECHUANALAND (cont. from page 9)

lative Council, dispensing with interme-
diary councils of electoral colleges. A
common roll iz the best and tried solu-
tion elsewhere and it iz self-delusion to
hold that the people of Bechuanaland re-
quire different treatment. There should
be postal voting for the Bechuanaland
nationals living and working in other
countries,

White Wooden Horsa?

There has been a sprée of land and
trading-right acquisition by Whites in
Bechuanaland.

They have recently purchased farms
and ranchez on & large scale and ob-
tained trading rights the un-
witting consent of the chiefz and the
laissez faire policy of the British Pro-
tecting Administration, which purchases
are strongly suspected of having the
backing of the Nationalist Government
of the Republic of South Africa.

This land-grabbing, if not tackled

PAGE TEN

early enough, will bring about Afrikaner
economic domination, thus bringing to
fruition the ideas of imperialist expan-
sion of the Republic of South Africa as
entertained by FPaul Kruger, Smuts,
Hertzog, Malan and latterly by Dr. Ver-
woerd, namely the incorporation of Be-
chuanaland.

The Legislative Council with its do-
minant White minority, could be the
wooden horse.

An African majority is the sine gua
non of the ideal of self-determination.
The paramountey of African interests,
who constitute the preponderance of the
population, is the policy of the Bechu-
analand People’s Party.

The new Legislative Council as we
gald earlier this wyear about the Consti-
tution, and proved by the electiom re-
sults, has weighted the scale unjustly
against fair and equitable African re-
presentation in their own country and
should be amended,

There are no “urbanized™ Africans to
apeak of; most are confined to the Trib-
al Territorics over which the warious
Chiefs hold virtually autocratic sway.

True, there have been rumblings late-
Iy but not enough to disturb the status
gquo to any serious extent. The winds
of change will have to blow a lot harder
before they disturb the traditional seren-
ity of Kanye, Serowe and Maun.

Faint Glimmer

The advent of the Legislative Council
and the new Constitution for Bechuana-
land this year has not been as a result
of popular pressure and it is almost true
to say that it caught the country un-
awares, unlike Basutoland.

The composition of the Council, with
its equal number of seats for Africans
and Europeans — out of all proportion
to their respective numbers in the coun-
try — iz omly & faint glimmer of true
democracy. Ita decisions have to be
approved by the High Commissioner be-
fore becoming law, its African members
are largely Chief-approved nominees
elected indirectly through Tribal Coun-
cils while its European members are, by
and large, an undistinguished body of
traders.

MNevertheless, it would be a mistake to
dismigss the new Constitution as a
“sham', as the Bechuanaland People's
Party has done. It iz undeniably a step
forward in the comstruction of a multi-
racial. society and presents a vivid con-
trast to the race-mad Republic with
whom it iz o clozely linked economic-
ally.

It provides Britain with the opportun-
ity to display her goodwill towards the
emergent African States and its anti-
pathy to apartheid and as such should
be welcomed, for all its shortcoming, by
the anti-Nationalists of this country.

Added to this is the amendment re-
cently of the Liquor Law, removing the
last westige of the colour bar from the
Statute Book. To talk therefore in gen-
eral termg of “imperialist oppression',
as Messrs. Mpho, Matente and other
leaders of the Bechuanaland People's
Party are doing, is merely to parrot po-
pular demands that have very little prac-
tical application here at this stage. It
would be disastrous, no less, for Britain
to withdraw her protection and finan-
cial aid from Bechuanaland before it
haz reached economie self-sufficiency.

The people’'s movements must, of
course, be maintained and expanded, but
unless they adjust their policies in the
light of the realities of Bechuanaland
today, unless they recognise its utter
dependence on foreigm aid, they will be
hindering rather than assisting the Be-
chuana people towards independence
and true democracy.
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BECHUANALAND :

SIZE: 225,000 square miles.
Bordered by South West Africa to the west, Rhedesia to the
north and South Africa to the east and south.
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POPULATION: African ... ... oo e e 350,000
White ... 3,000
T S . 250
Coloured . o 700

ADMINISTRATIVE CAPITAL: Mafekeng (in the Cape, hence
to be moved shortly. Site of the new cauital not yet decided.)

TRIBAL CAPITALS and PRINCIPAL Towns: Serowe [Baman-
gwato capital), Kanye (Bangwaketse capital), Ramoutsa (Ba-
malete capital), Molepolole [Bakwena capital), Maun |Batawa-
na capital), Mochudi (Bakgatla capital), Mochudi, Gaberones,

Palapye, Mahalapye, Pilikwe, Francistown.

Mainly a RANCHING COUNTRY, About 90 per cent of
the 1,325,000 cattle are owned by the Africans, but prolonged
drought and acute water shortage handicap ranching and the
development of tribal lands. Only 5 per cent of the 8 million
acres of arable land is under cultivation. Cattle are marketed
through the COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT CORPARTION ab-
batoir at LOBATSI . . . but the country's only rail line runs up its eastern border, linking the Republic with Bulawayo and the
rest of this vast country is unreached by rail or easily passable roads.

ASBESTOS and MANGAMESE are mined in the E-hngwal‘.ahe and Bamaleti country; Rhodesian Selected Trust is prospect-
ing for COAL and other minerals in the Bamangwato territory.

The OKAYANGA SWAMPS in Ngamiland in the far west are a great untapped water source.

Areas under WHITE SETTLEMENT are the Ghanzi farms (given by Cecil Rhodes), the Lobatsi, Gaberones and Tuli blocks
[ceded by the Chiefs to the British South Africa Company in1895 in connection with the construction of the railway) and
the Tah gio::t [which goes back to the grant of mineral ﬁgg'l'! by Lobengula; and in 1911 was confirmed on condition an
African reserve would be created within the Block.)

15,000 or 20 per cent of the men are away at any given time in South Africa or the Rhodesias, as MIGRANT WORKERS.
The WHNLA and MRC (labour recruiting bodies of the Chamber Mines) recruit about 18,400 men a year for average periods
of nine months: some men return to the mines for 4 and 5 work spells in their lifetimes. Each recruit is debited £3 ?:r TAXES
by the recruiting agency as he joins up and this sum is deducted in instalmentsf rom his earnings. With recruiting at its pre-
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sent level, the Government is assured of an annual tax revenue from mine labour of about £55,000.

ONE YEAR

OF GRAGE

'ECONOMIST' on South Africa's Customs Union with the Protectorates

Before May 1962 agreement must be
reached by the South African and Unit-
ed Kingdom governments on their rela-
tionship with the Basutoland, Bechuana-
land and Swaziland Protectorates. There
will be a wide range of problems to
golve, all flowing directly from South
Africa leaving the Commonwealth.

One of the most important topics of
discussion will be the customs and cur-
rency union between South Africa and
the Protectorates,

This agreement was made in 1910 and
provides for a fixed percentage of the
total collection of custom duties to be
paid to the Protectorates.

Bwaziland for example receives 14850
of the total amount collected and this is
the second largest source of Swazlland
Fevenue,

It iz an equally if not more important
gource of revenue for the less well ens
dowed Protectorates of Basutoland and
Bechuanaland,

Thiz source of revenue will now dim-
inish az a result of the drastic import
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contral measures taken hy the South Af-
rlean Government. Whilst the Protee-
torateg are in no way responsible for the
gituation that forced the S.A. Govern-
ment to introduce these controls, they
will nevertheless be penalised.

All such discussions on Iimpeort pol-
icy; financial policy in general — ewven
on the blocking of currency, are taken
by the 5.A. Government and imposed on
the Protectorates without consultation.

A further disadvantage of this union
arises from the boyeott of South African
produce by African and overseas gov-
ernments. The Protectorates’ entire ex-
ports of fruit, cereals and animal pro-
ducts are =0ld through South African
marketing organisations. It will be dif-
ficult to avoid their being seriously hit
if the foreign boycott of South African
produce grows in momentum.

Citrus produced by the Colonial De-
velopment Corporation in Swaziland,
although still stamped with the South
African name 'Outspan' is being put in-
to boxes marked 'Swaziland'. It re-

mains to be seen whether or not this de-
viee will be successful,

Bwaziland's sugar production is in-
cluded in the South African gquota in
the Commonwealth Bugar Agreement.
The suggestion likely to be advocated is
that Swaziland should now be given its
own quota.

A further difficulty is the position of
South Africang who hold senior posts in
the Protectorates. As things stand they
would have to become British citizens
and lose their South African citizenship
or become foreigners in the Protector-
atez for whom they work.

The United EKingdom is in a position
to be reasonably tough when these mat-
tera are discussed. One thing she will
stand firm on: the Republic cannot have
it both ways. South Africa cannot im-
pose her policies on the Protectorates
and then diseriminate against their pro-
ducts.

The Minister of Agriculture recently
stated that he would not permit the
sale of meat from Bechuanaland to pre-
judice the position of local farmers wish-
ing to sell their meat. This is an exam-
ple of the problems that have to be
thrashed out before the ‘yvear of grace’
is over.
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BRITAIN, UNWILLING PROTEGTOR |

HOW DID IT HAPPEMN THAT
THESE TERRITORIES DID NOT GET
SWALLOWED UP BY SOUTH AFRI-
CA? WHEN DID THEY BECOME
BRITISH PROTECTORATES? AND
WHY?

The period of history relevant to these
questions runs from about 1820 to 1885
in respect of Basutoland and Bechuana-
land, and to 1906 in the case of Swazi-
land.

Geographical features — Basutoland's
rocky fastnesses, Swaziland's proximity
to the coast, Tati's gold — influenced
their history; so did the outstanding
parsonalitiag of Chief Khama of Bechua-
naland, Moshesh of Basutoland and tha
apparently weak character of Mbandzeni
of Swaziland.

Military strength and missionaries
were also factors in shaping their desti-
nies. More important were their com-
mon enemies; the trekking Bosrs who
took their land and killed their people;
and other White adventurers who wang-
led concessions for mineral wealth, tim-
ber, land, whatever they had to offer.

Disputes over the boundaries were
endless, and inevitable.

Loss of land, defeat in battle, the
break up of tribes, some making inde-
pendent agreements with the enemy,
caused the Chiefs at various times to ap-
peal for British protection. Chief Kha-
ma's appeal in 1876 iz moving. He
writes:—

“| Khame, Chief of the Bamangwato,
greet Victoria, the great Queen of
England - . . the Boers are entering
it {(my country) and | do not like

BASUTOLAND

1815 Moshesh becomes Chief of the Bakwana and beging to

build the Basuto nation.

1835 Trekking Boers and other Whites clash with Basutos

them, their actions are hard towards
the black people . . . let the Queen
pity me and hear quickly what |
write | wish to hear how the GQueen
will recaive me and my country, and
my people. What sort of protection
will it be? 1 am weary with war. |
do not like fighting, and | say, Queen
place me in peace.'

But it was not the appeals for help
that led directly to protection. Britain,
like others, was influenced by her own
economic and political needs.

Chief Moshesh appealed in 1843 and
again in 1881 that his people be placed
under British protection, but it was not
until 1868 that Britain agreed. Ddamonds,
and gold in Mashonaland, had heen dis-
covered the year before.

Miszsionaries in Bechuanaland, as early
as 1840, had wanted Britain to secure for
herself the road to the north and to keep
Eoer expansion in check; but it was only
in 1884, after Germany had annexed
South West (1883) and declared a protec-
torate over Mamaqualand, that Britain
finally agreed.

In the caze of Swaziland, she was in-
fluenced by Kruger's desire for a port
on the coast, East of that country.

Up to 1867 Eritain did ‘not wish to en-
large the boundaries of the present Bri-
tish colonies nor to extend the aren of
our responsibilities In South Africa.’
Subsequently she felt the need to con-
trol these three territories so that their
Chiefs would not concede any land to
foreign or hostile powers. But she still
did not want to have to spend money on
them or expend military forces.

1866
tions.

THE YEARS
OF HISTORY

She wanted the Chiefs to maintain
responsibility for the administration and
defence of their own countries. “Khama
is an independent chief and he cannot
be allowed, while retaining his sover-
eignty, to put us to the trouble and ex-
pense of policing hiz country. A Pro-
tectorate entails no such obligations,
Khama iz guite ztrong enough himself
to deal with refractory subordinate
chiefg . . .

Britain acceded to Moshesh's plea of
1867 provided that “Mo military or pe-
cuniary aid should be required from the
British Gevernment."

In fact, she preferred where possible
that others earry the burden of the Pro-
tectorates provided she had ensured that
in the matter of foreign affairs they re-
mained under her influence.

Britain annexed Basutoland to the
Cape Colony in 1871 (though 10 years
later she had to take it over again.) She
tried unsuccezsfully to give over Bechu-
analand to the British South Africa
Company. Bhe administered Swaziland
jointly with the South African Republic
until 1885 when she let the Transvaal be
Bwaziland's ‘protector’ with certain
safepuards for the Swazi people.

Perhaps her motives for establishing
protectorates over Basutoland, Bechua-
naland and Swazlland explain to some
cxtent their poor economic and pelitical- -
Iy backward positions teday.

They were given protection, not in
order to further their own development,
but becausa it suited Britain's imperial-
ist policy of the time to keep others
from taking them owver.

from 1815 to 1884

Treaty of Thaba Bosigo confirms Free State's annexa-

1867 Mozhesh again asks Great Britain to take owver,

over land and Moshesh leads his people In frequent
raids and wars to ward off the Free State Boers.

1868

British Government agrees to assume responsibility for
Basutos. Proclamation 14 of 1868,
Volksraad sents deputation to BEritain to protest.

1842 Mosghesh asks formally for British protection. g
1843 Cape Governor Napier fixes boundary between Basuto 1 i‘ﬁ:; “TIE’;“;’: l:':;: North — Easutoland galns
and Boers and Basuto retain part of fertile land be-
tween Caledon and Orange Rivers, 1871 Basutoland annexed to Cape Colony. The Basuto are not
1845 Moshesh’s appeal for protection is not met, but a Bri- Eﬁ?&ﬁt EEL“E mm::ghﬁﬁﬁt:cﬁﬂ"‘; the E:E
tish Resident is sent to assist him. virtually a “native reserve”. Resentment flares into
1848 He fixes the ‘Warden® line as boundary giving more open rebellion. (Act 12 of 1871).
land to the Whites. 1878 Peace Preservation Act to disarm Basutos — they re-
1854 Bloemfontein Convention recognises independence of sist.
Orange River Republic — Warden line abrogated. 1880 Gun War. Lasted 8 months. Cost the Cape Govern-
1858 First Treaty of Allwal North — boundary redefined by ment £5 milllon and still the Basuto are not subdued.
Air George Grey in favour of Basutos. 1883 Cape asks Great Britain to take over control — Britain
1861 Moshesh asks again to be put under British protection. disannexes Basutoland from Cape Colony (Act 34 of
1864 Wodehouse, asked by President Brand to define boun- 1883).

dary gives tracts of land formerly belonging to Basu-
tos, to Free State.
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1884

High Commissioner empowered to legislate in the inter-
ezts of ‘peace, order and good gpovernment' of Basutos.
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WAZILAND

Trekkers get land concessions from Swazis. The Bwa-
zig begin by welcoming Whiteg — Boer and Britain —
as pozsible allies against the Zulu.

1879 Gold dizcovered in Transvaal.

1881 Pretoria Convention lays down boundaries of Transvaal
glving them some of Swazis" former territory, but guar-
antesing independence of Swaziland.

1884 London Convention confirms terms of Pretoria Conven-
tion in respect of Swazis,

1887 Kruger wants Sweaziland as a means of getting Kosi
Eay. White inhabitants in Swaziland obtain a ‘char.
ter of self governmaent.’

1889 Mbandzeni asks for Britizh protection

1852

1872

1876
1881

1883
1884

1885

Shepstone appointed Resgident Advisor — dissolves
White committee, takes over administration of Whites,
F, de Winter appointed as Commissioner to enguire in-
to Swaziland affairs. Mbandzeni dies.

ECHUANALAN

Independence of Transvaal granted — Boers intensify
raids against Bakwena and Baralong tribes.

Khama becomes Chief of Bamangwato,

Thlaping tribes appeal to Cape for protection.

Khama appeals to Great Britain.

Rhodes elected to Cape Parliament — visits Bechuana-
land, wants it annexed because of the road to the North.
Deputation to England from Transvaal asks for annex-
ation of Bechuanaland,

London Convention: Britain undertakes administration

of Bechuanaland.
Protectorate proclaimed over whole of Bechuanaland

1880

1893
1894

1895

1803

1906

1391

1885

from 1846 to 1906

Whites prefer to be under B.A. Republic. Swazis prefer

Britain,

First Swaziland Convention: joint rule of Swazis by Gt.
Britain and 5.A. Republic.

Second Swaziland Conwvention — never enforced.

Swazis repudiate Proclamation of 1880, Dismiss Shep-
stone as Royal Advisor. Send deputation to London.

Third Swaziland Convention. Swazis put under B8.A.
Republic as a Protectorate (not with their consent)
with safeguards.

Order-in-Council entrusted administration of Swaziland
to Governor of Transvaal.

Order-in-Couneil places Swaziland under British High
Commissioner,

from 1852 to 1904

Territory of Baralong and Thlaping in Seuth Bechu-
analand wrested from Kruger but proclaimed a Crown
Colony and annexed to Cape.

Order in Council authorises High Commissioner to pro-
vide by Proclamation for the administration of justice,
raiging of revenue, and generally for the order and good
government of all persons in Bechuanaland.

Britain wants to hand over administration to British
South Africa Company. Three Chiefs sall to Britain to

protest,
Company gets only a strip of land for a railway.

territory as far North as Zambesi.

1904 Crown Colony becomes part of Cape Colony.

Letter from an Agent

Dated July 7, 1961 this leter
was written from BASUTOLAND

to FIGHTING TALK.

I wish to tell yvou that I received the
parcel of papers you sent me at Hok-

stad on the 2nd May. But they still lie
under a block of wood at Ndindindl For-

est Station. The story of my coming
here iz very long and therefore 1 will be

just brief.

It hegan in April, when the Govern-
ment had found out that I were “One
of those Communists responsible for the
bloodshed in the Transkei.”™

All April T were subject to frequent
vigits by special branch detectives who
came to guestion me about reports
which came out of the Transkei of hap-
penings there, Ewvery time they came I
were gearched; They even searched un-
der the mattress and felt the pillow per-
haps to make sure if T were not keeping
gung in my room, One day the ques-
tioning was very long and interspersed
by outbursts of anger from the 5.B. and
very hot. The guestioning was done at
the offices of the Forest Foreman., Two
days after the questioning, on Friday of
that week I visited Engcobo.

When I went back to Ndindini the
Tuesday of the following week, fellow
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workers told me that I was wanted by
Police on Monday; and that my post
had been taken by the Forester saying
that he would keep It in my absence.
The same day the Forester came
to me and told me I must go for my post
at hig office. Before he gave me my
post he phoned and then I was suspici-
ous,. He asked me to help him at the
office and I helped till 2 p.m.. All the
time he had not given me my post. Then
I knew what was happening to me. At
2.6 p.m. he gave me only the Parcel you
had sent me. The covers were broken
as if accidentally, although I knew It
was deliberately done. He and his Pol-
ice friends wanted to see what was in
the Pareel. They thought it might he
something connected with the End-of-
May Demonstrations.

Just as I thought; when I had left the
Offlce carrying my parcel I nearly
crashed with a police van, in which were
two policemen, & C.ILD. in uniform and
the Public Prosecutor of Mount AyIiff,
They had stopped the van at a road
turn near the office and were standing
putside. Just at the time they saw me
they guickly climbed into the van and
were driving towards me when I hid
the parcel under a block of wood lying
near the Forest and walked away from
the road into the Forest. Ewerything
wag instantaneous. I thought they had
seen me, but when they drove to the

office I knew they had not. I could
not go back and fetch the parcel, be-
cause I knew they would be back in an
instant.  This is how I left Ndindindi.

The evening I left they were blocking
the road near the forest thinking they
would see me coming outl of the forest
to my room at the Workers’' Quarters.
I left them as they were, The following
morning they checked at bus stops be-
tween Kokstad and Mount AyLff. 1
were watching their vans from the
mountains,

All May and the first week of June I
was hiding. I went back to Engeobo
on the Bth June, but detectives were still
searching for me, so I could not reach
my home in town. Moreover trouble
was brewing up in the distriet again;
nine dipping tanks had been destroyed
and Trust fences was being cut into
pieces as if by a special machine. Then
1 knew again, if they had caught me
then, I would be the Communist to
blame for all those things. Our people
there decided that I should rather es-
cape, than be caught at this stage of the
struggle when we need manpower for
the complete liberation of our country.

I think some time in the near future

I will be able to slip out to Kokstad and
have the pamphlets,

With greetings,

I am,
Yourg faithfully,

E. MUSI.
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IN A GAPE PACKING SHED

We drove the 400-0dd miles th
the cold night although the banning nf
Convention had come through that
morning. We talked of many things,
but chiefly of how to persuade the org-
anizers to set the alternative date of
Convention as early as poszible. For we
koew that the sponsorg — and this was
one of the most significant things about
the Convention movement came from
the section of “respectable” Coloureds:
professional people mostly, who had
none of the expericnce of bannings, raids
and general police persecution familiar
to those long in the political struggle:
they were people who had gone on hop-
ing for a change of heart, or simply for
something to turn up. Certainly the
grim business of defiance of the govern-
ment was new to them . We thought
they would need persuading, and plan-
med for it.

We were soon to discover how wrong
We WeTe,

We got to Capetown, grubby and tra-
vel-groggy, to be revitalised almost im-
mediately by the news that efforts were
being made to hold Convention, in spite
of the ban, on a misgsion station outzide
the prescribed area, Details would be
given to ug at a rendezvous.

Off we went, to find a large number
of others chatting apparently aimlessly
outside a hall in Athlone. There was a
relaxed air about the little social knois
that did not auger well. They came
from various areas — Dwurban, Johan-
neshurg and Worcester were singled out
for us, but they tended to group ac-
cording to political leanings, So we
found ourselves — reputedly fire-eaters
—regarded with interest and some little
suspicion. The conservative elements
(those we feared would set a limit on
pur demands) seemed in the majority.
Periodically, there were rumours of ar-
rangements, only to be countermanded
by others, and still we stood around in
the bleak sunlight, -cuffing the =and.

Hopeficld, the mission station outzide
Malmesbury on which we pinned our
hopes, fell through, as the booking of
the Malmesbury Town Hall had earlier.
Finally, the word was passed: “Kalbas-
kraal!” We drifted to our cars, and hap-
hazardly formed a convoy.

Hopes pleked up then, but mot much.
Alzo, the distrust had been dampening.

So out on the national road to Mal-
mesbury, through the rolling lands
clothed with the dark green of sprout-
ing wheat under a bright sun guite with-
out warmth.

We turned off to a dirt road, the dust
billowing in red clouds behind us until
we came to a fork. Then out into the
waist-high grass to scout around for
some indication. There was a plot with
rusted wire around it and ingide a few
rough wooden crosses; the farm ceme-
tery we had been told to look out for.
So we turned and arrived at a bullding
red-brown with mud and bricks, under
the pale grey shadows of some SCragpy
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trees. But there were no other cars
there, and we knew with a sinking an-
xiety that we had taken the wrong road.
If anything happened, we would be out
of it

A small farmboy who turned up was
taken aboard afiter he had agreed to
show us "the place.'

Back along the dirt road, then along
another, and so past a tree with a board
nailed to it: “Dassenberg.’” Perhaps I
mused, the name will still be famous.
A turn-off the road through the long
grass, them a low putbuilding and be-
yvond it a sudden concourse of cars, at
ease and glittering In the cold sunlight.
We had arrived.

Already, in the circular depression in
the grass, the crowd was gathering,
boxes and chairs were being planted sha-
kily in the grass, a chair and table were
being brought for the chairman to st
squinting Into the sun.

Then, with a prayer and a little ini-
tial fumbling in procedure, we were off,
papers were being read and discussed,
resolutions were being formulated.

At the back of our mind was the
thought: we've pulled it off! For now
at any rate. There might still be police
interference, some other law might still
be invoked (Riotous Assemblics or what-
not) but at any rate we were at Con-
vention and it was under way.

Onece it got under way, it moved at
top speed. In retrospect, the degree of
understanding and co-operation was Lo
prove unbelievable. Above all, the eco-
nomy of discussion {(on the whole), the
businesslike approach, the grasp of the
bare bones of our problems, brushing
agide the frills that clothe and disguise
theim.

Twice, on the first day and on the
second day, Convention steered danger-
pusly close to shipwreek. On the fran-
chize, it was a small right-wing, pledged
to a qualified franchize; on natiopnalisa-
tion it was the vocal left. Each time we
hammered out a formula which was ac-
cepted as the true expression of Con-
vention and which did not abate our
demands for a democracy one jot

From the first discussion came the
immediate ynderstanding: We are South
Africans, and our concern is with SBouth
Africa and all Seouth Africans, After
that, ag the records of Convention will
ghow, there was no looking back.

S0 the afterpoon raced away with
the sun sinking, the shadowsz lengthen-
ing across the chill grass, and the even-
ing so cold that it seemed that liguid
cold was being poured inmto our depres-
pion from the edges of the mountainz.
Fatigue and nervous strain might ac-
count for gome of the sensation, but the
next day Hetty, most acid of hecklers,
was in bed and a doctor diagnosed pneu-
monia and pleurisy.

Ag the gath dusk made further
business impossible, we instructed the
Commissions to deal with specific is-
sues and closed. There was no certain-

ty whatever that we would meet again.

The cars drove off in a long stream,
their tail-lights bright pathfinders ahead
of ug into the advancing gloom.

The word for the Monday rendezvous
“Rondberg™, was passed around in the
Cathedral Hall after the BCESL meet-
ing the Sunday night. (One of the six
Special Branch police, thinking he was
not known, sidled up to ask when 1
would be leaving the next day. I play-
ed pafe — and dumb!)

Back towards Malmesbury the Mon-
day, but to a different farm, we were
told early that the police were out scour-
ing the roads — and aided by army
trucks, So we drew up opposite a car
with itz bonnet open and people busy
underneath. A shirt-sleeved delegate
came over to warn us: the police are
around; ears must not be seen in groups.
Just beyond the rise was a turn-off and
we could see the hood of a car flashing
as it travelled through the grass. Then
it was our turn, and we drove up to the
large out-building.

Ingide, Convention was already dis-
cussing raising money for the defence
of the eleven delegates who had been
arrested at a house the previous after-
noon, Outside loitered members of the
Security Police who had discovered that
they needed a warrant. Some had gone
off to Malmesbury for it. An army
truck was drawn up to block egress
from the farm.

In the gloomy packing-zhed, the air
blue with cigaretie smoke, the Conven-
tion got under way with cut and thrust
of argument; al] minds bent to the task
of shaping a free Bouth Africa.

In the later afternoon, ,the great doors
were flung open and van der Westhuiz-
en, head of the Cape Becurity Police,
strutted, swaggered in, for all the world
like a Nazi gaulelter az he stood silhou-
etted against the blinding sunlight, his
eager pack at his heels.

Convention thrust on. Nonplussed,
they stood around (did they hope for
panic or confusion?) and then stood at
a large box, taking notes and looking
sheepish,

Bo we moved to the end, with votes of
thanks (a thunderous and prolonged
ovation for our hostg of the farm bring-
ing tears to the eyes) a prayer and a
hymn. It had grown dusk in the shed,
but there was a brightness in the eyes
of the delegates and in the place that
came from a sense of a job well done,
Of having laboured manfully to lay the
foundations of & great future where all
men would stand up free and equal.

S0, with hand-shakings and munching
sandwiches, with the Bpecial Branch
members still hanging around aimlessly,
and our hearts steeled in democratic re-
sgolve, we left the Malmesbury farm to
take our pledges for freedom across
the country.

D.AE.
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resoLuions OF THE |'T'HIE STAY-AWAY

by T. H. GWALA

MALMESBURY
CONVENTION

“This Convention declares that the
BColoured” people are o scparate group
only by discrimination.

We declare we have no separate des-
tiny and therefore reject the principle
of a separate racial status embracing a
culture, politics and economy separate
from the rest of the other peoples of
South Africa.”

Convention unanimously adopted a fe-
solution that it rejected all forms of
group or separate representation. That
it waz convineced that wniversal adult
suffrage “the right to elect and be elect-
ed” was the only just form of repressn-
tation inm South Africa.

A few preferred this principle to be
stated as follows: a common, non-racial
roill with no other arbitrary require-
ments,

Group Areas: Convention condemned
the Group Areas Ael and called for its
repeal and for people to live together
freely without any restrictions based on
race discrimination,

Job Reservation and Labour: Conven-
tion condemned the colour-bar and all
forms of discrimination with regard to
Labour: it expressed its absolute con-
demnation of Job Reszervation, which
imposes, and has imposed, uniold hard-
ship.

Education: Education should be free,
integrated and compulsory, and all in-
stitutions of learning should be open Lo
everybody., Parents should have the
right to decide in which manner their
children should be educated,

Convention called for a universal
(single) system of education for all
South Africans without any form of ra-
cial discrimination, agreed to the exist-
coce of private schools provided these
were integrated and that no form of ra-
cial dizerimination was practised and
called for open aulonomous universities
within the framework of a democratic
society.

Citizen Rights: Convention agreed
that there should be full and equal citi-
zenship rights for all.

Economic Pelicy: Realising that the
mere granting of political freedom will
not life our people out of the dire pov-

erty and state of semi-starvatiom to
which they have been subjected for hun-

dreds of years .and Knowing full well
that this exploitation has been perpetu-
ated wnder the guise of racialism, we
propose the following Economic Policy:
That all restrictions on the right of
the individual to enter skilled trades be
(Continued on page 16)
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There are some people who have writ-
ten off the stay-away as a fiasco. Op-
posed to these people are those who
consider it a tremendous success.

Those who consider it a flop reason
that it was too hasty a decision to take
when the African people are still divid-
ed and not wvet ready for a decisive ac-
tion against oppression. ‘But they still
have much to learn in tacties, organisa-
tion, and political idealism’ i [
Statesman, 2 June, 1861, ""The strike was
an attempt to foree Dr. Verwoerd, in an
orderly, irresistible way to sit down to
consultations, and im this attempit It
failed — wutterly’, George Irwin, in

Fighting Talk of July 1961.

Those who zay that we emerged much
stronger argue that the whole state ma-
chinery was organized against the peo-
ple. The whole world was focussed on
the struggle of the people of South Af-
rica.

Mo one can claim to write on social
gtruggles without some amount of blas.
It is that one is either on the side of the
old decaying order or one is with the
new developing order, But at least one
must be as objective az social science
allows,

In the Jume issue of Fighting Talk,
writing on the 1846 African Miners'
strike, Alan Doyle says, “Was the strike
a fallure? BSome were loud in s0 call-
ing it. But no great movement of this
character Is really a fallure, even though
it may not succeed in its immediate aim,”
How true it is of this last stay away?
But if by staying away for three days,
and for that matter, three days multi-
plied by three, one expected the Mation-
alist government ‘to sit down to consul-
tations" with the African leaders one
would not be different from those people
who look at the Stock Exchange every
morning to see if the Nationalist govern-
ment is going to collapse tomorrow.

The All-in-African Conference consid-
ered the eve of Republic demonstrations
as a beginning of a long drawn strug-
gle against the growing oppression in
South Africa. These demonstrations were
never thought of as the consummation
of our struggle. It was clear to the
leaders of the Conference that the Na-
tionalists could not be considered in izo-
lation. For Anglo-American imperial-
ism, and especially British imperialism,
has a powerful and dominant interest in
the South African economy. These two
groupg together hold about £115.68 million
investments in the economy of the coun-
try. Is it surprising therefore that those
who supply South Afriea with arms
which she paraded against the people on

the eve of the demonstrations and after,
are those with wested interest in this
country? Is it any wonder that there
were unexplained manceuvres by the
United States marines on the South Af-
rican coazt on the eve of the demonstra-
tions ?

It iz clear, therefore, that by attack-
ing Verwoerdism in this country we are
attacking the wvery chain of imperial-
ism. For Verwoerdism is, precizely a
movement to defend by wviolent means
the foreign and internal investments in
thiz country against a democracy repre-
sentative of all the people of South Af-
rica.

What contribution did the first phase
of the campaign make in the struggle
for fresedom in South Africa?™ There is
no doubt that the impact of this cam-
palgn did not only confine itself to the
Republican celebrations. For the first
time more people of South Africa were
drawn into the struggle for democracy
for all. It must be made elear that the
strategy here wag to focus the struggle
on @ representative sowvereign conven-
tion. The chorus for a convention iz
Indeed coming from different gquarters
today. Whether they all want a sover-
eign convention is another matter.

The eve-of-the-Republic demonstra-
tionz marked & turning point in the
struggle of the people of our land. The
defiance campaign had only a negligible
trickle of Europeans and was therefore
not representative of the white commun-
ity. In this campaign University profes-
sors and lecturers called for a conven-
tlon; thus demonstrating in their own
way their support for the All-in-African
conference's resolution. White students
in major South African Universities car-
ried out & massive demonstration for a
convention,

Unlike June 26, 1850, very few employ-
ers dismissed their emplovees for stay-
ing away. A number of churches have
called for a convention and prominent
European citizens in Cape Town, Johan-
nesburg and Natal have done likewise,

On the Non-European front practical-
Iy all schools refused Republican flags
and medals, In many boarding schools
gtudents staged demonstrations by stay-
ing away from classes. More facts of
clags boycotts are still coming out even
on this day.

Those who talk of sharp division
among the African people have not ex-
plained why, unlike in the past when

the govermment relied on stooges, this
time it had to make use of its own pol-

fee foree to distribute leaflets from PAC
{Continued on page 16)
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Teetering on the Brink

by RITCHIE CALDER

Professor Ritchie Calder was un-
animously elected president of the
MNational Peace Council at its an-

nual meeting in London. These
are extracts from his presidential
address.

Never has there been a greater
need for the courage of the peace-
makers than there is today. Never
has there been a greater need, in
all the troubled war-scorched his-
tory of the world, for people of
constancy and vision. In the past
men have launched wars as instru-
ments of policy. Today no one
would start a war — which Clau-
sewitz sald was the “extension of
policy by other means"—with any
hope of prevailing.

A war, even if it did not start
with nuclear weapons — and it
could even by accident — would
become a nuclear war within
weeks or months, There would be
no victor, no vanquished, probably
no human race, certainly no civili-
sation, no way of life. It would
be a suicide pact. Our leaders
cverywhere know that, but they
are stumbling about, like zomnam-
bulists, in a nightmare of their
own creation, teetering to the
brink of the precipice with every
new situation.

Eerlin! Is mankind to be threat-
ened with extinetion because
statezsmen cannot resolve what was
an act of expediency 16 years ago,
or because the wit of man is un-
able to devise a peace treaty for
a war so long over that we expect
the people of Wales to have for-
gotten the enemy their sons died
fighting.

It is a mad world in which Gen-
eral Franco can stage a mammoth
parade with tanks and guns made
by the workers of democratic
countries to celebrate a wvictory
over democracy; in which I have
seen in the Congo the betrayal of &
new state, and its inexperienced
rulers, in mockery of the United
MNations, by the Belgians, condon-
ed by us and by the United States
because NATO, supposed to be for
the defence of the "free world,™
and I put that in quotation marks,
is more important than freedom it-
self; in which we see the obsceni-
ties of Angola committed by our
ally, Portugal; in which sacred
words have lost their meaning; in
which democracy means truck
with dictatorship; in which free-
dom means the right to starve—
as in the Congo; in which peace
means piling up horror weapons
and in the so-called defence of
peace we rob the world, and starve
its people.
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MALMESBURY RESOLUTIONS

{Continued from page 15)
abolished, that colour-bar in Commerce

and Industry be scrapped, and that the
principle of equal pay for equal work,
irrespective o .mly entrench-
ed in the statutes of the land;

That increased productivity be achiev-
ed by raising the level of skill and the
efficiency of our working population.
This requires adequate basic education
and technical training, greater oppor-
tunities of self-improvement and free-
dom for workers to move to where they
can be most productively employed. At
the same time, it is necessary to encour-
age stability of all labour by the provi-
sion of adequate housing;

That the natural resources of the
country should be used to promote the
welfare of the entire population.

Labour: In formulating a healthy eco-
nomic poliey, we feel that the Tot-sys-
fem, Contract Labour, Child Labour,
Compound Labour and Conviet Labour
must be abolished.

Land: We feel that a re-division of
the land should take place, so that it can
be developed to the full productivity for
the benefit of the country as a whole.

Union Council for Coloured Affairs:
Convention repudiated the Union Coun-
cil for Coloured Affairs as an nstru-
ment of oppression and dizerimination
which did not represent the voice of the
coloured people. It rejected the Council
and all similar bodies.

THE STAY-AWAY

{(Continued from page 15)
and bogus organisations like Sons of
Zululand, and African Workers' Union
—leaflets it had itself printed.

When it comes to the actual stay
away by the workers it must be boldly
admitted that the working class did not
come up to our expectations. What
was the cause? With the only trade
union co-ordinating body — SACTU—
enjoying only a membership of 55,000,
and no political party of their own
in the Congress alliance, we must
confess that on the working class
front we are still very weak. The basic

cconomy of the country — the mines
and agriculture — have not yet been
geriously tackled. To achieve the next
successful national stoppage of work we
shall have to assist SACTU to build up
powerful trade unions and treble its pre-
sent membership,

Whatever pessimists may say, the
first phase of the campalgn more than
achieved its aim. All forees of our
people were drawn into the struggle. It
iz for us, now, in the process of the

struggle, to build a genuine UNITED
FRONT of both black and white in the

struggle against Verwoerd's fascism.
For Verwoerdism 2 the last defence of

oppression here. It iz its last resort, its
final desperate throw. Hence anything
which will ensure the defeat of Ver-
woerdism, leads also to the defeat of im-
perialism and oppression and the estab-
lishment of a genuine democracy as en-
visaged in the Freedom Charter.
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