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A New Nationa
Convention

'The 1908 Convention was a
White, not a South African
Convention.'

'‘The future of South Africa
depends on her response to
the challenge for a genuine
representative, all-in Conven-
tion to draw up a truly South
African Constitution.'

MNone of the important problems of a
multi-racial society, least of all prob-
lems relating to the political aspects of
such a soclety, can ever be satisfactorily
or pérmanently settled om a wunilateral
er a uniracial basis. This is the plain
lesson of history, even of South African
history.

The 1Union of Bouth Africa was plan-
ped at a National Convention in which
the four colonial governments which ex-
izted hoere prior Lo Tnion were fepresent-
e,

Ever sinee the time of 8ir George
Grey iU had beep fell that o permancnt
peace could be established In Southern
Afriea while there existed a mulbiplicity
of puny political entities — Bocer Repub-
lics and British Colomies — all striving
o maintain a precarious  ndependent
exiztence.  Two so-culled Wars of Inde-
pendence between Boer and Briton were
fought before it was finally decided that
a HNational Conventlon should be sum-
moned at which the possibility of unifica-
tion mipght be discussed and a Constitu-
tlon deawn up for a4 new State,

The idea of unification was g laud-
able one, but of course there are national
convenlions and national conventions,

The pre-Union Natlenal Convention
had certain  characteristies about it
which made (£ peither national nor rep-
resentative,  Although it met to create
a paolitical structure for a wnitead South
Africa, the vast majority of the popula-
tion — the Non-White population — was
not accorded any share in itz delibera-
tions.

Il might of course be argued Lthat the
Non-Whites of the Cape were indirectly
represenled in so far as the Cape dele-
gates came from a territory whose mem-
bers of Parliament were cleeted on the
basls of a volers' roll open to both Black
and White, Thiz applied to a much lesser
extenlt to the MNon-Whites of Natal,, But
even this was representation by proxy.
It does not affect the argument that the
Convention of 1808 was a White, not a
South African Convention.

It is interesting to recall, in pass-
ing, that one of the most influential
Cape politicians of the day who might
have made & significant eontribution
to the defence of Non-White rights

by PROF. Z. K. MATTHEWS

waus prevented from atiending the Con-
vention by an important professional
engagement-—the defence of the Zulu
Chief Dinizulu and some of his follow-
ers indicted on a charge of Treason
arizing out of the Zulu 'Rebellion’ of
1808, 1 refer of course to W, P
Schreiner who will alwayvs be remem-
bered for this as well as for his other
good works for a greater South Africa.

The Ghost of Banquo

But although the Non-Whites were not
reprasented at the Mational Conwvention,
the Mon-White apparition, like the ghost
of Bangquo, repeatedly made its appear-
ance before the distinguished deléegates.

The Convention nearly suffered ship-
wireck on the question of franchise rights
for NMon-Whites in the new State.  This
one-sided gathering eventually decidid
upon 4 constitution for South Africa in
which the political rights of those not
directly represented at the Convention
were placed at the mercy of a White
Parliament under =so-called ‘entrenchod’
clauses Lo be destroved later as ‘the dess)
hand of the past’.

The Mon-White leaders of the day pro-
tested against this betrayal both in this
country and by means of a deputation
which went to the United Kingdom when
the South Africa Act was being pilated
through the British Parliament. Their
protests were not heeded and on May 21,
1910 the Union of Sputh Afriea was
launched on its doubtful career.

The subsequent history of the Union
haz amply demonstrated the unwisdom
of a multi-racial society depending upon
a constilution drawn up by one section
of the population.

Side by side with the widening of
rights and fundamental fréeedoms for the
group which drew up the comstitution
has gone the whittling down of the mea-
gre privileges of the Non-White groups
until we have reached the position where
the Whites without turning a hair talk
About the Union Parliament as the exclu-
sive monopoly of the White section of
the population. All pretence to the con-
trary haz been cast aside. In fact any-
one who suggests the desirability of
zome form of direct reprezentation for
any =ection of the Non-Whites in the
Union Parllament 15 regatrded as an on-
cmy of woestern eivilisation amd of the
White man, who ought possihly to be
charged for treason,

Either Feol or Knave

And what has been the result of this
White monopely of politieal power? Has
it brought about better relationz between
White and Mon-White? Haz it stimu-
lated peace and harmony between the
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different racial gproups represented in the
country? Has it zet our political strue-
ture on & sure and stable foundation?
Anyone who answers these questions in
the affirmative iz either a fool or &
knave.

The ever-mounting pile of discrimina-
tory and restrictive legislation, the dec-
laration of rtates of emergency and the
sending of armies of occupation into
supposedly happy Bantustans during
peace time —— these are not matters
which are consistent with the utopia
which in some gquarters is supposed to
exizt in Bouth Africa.

The Big Stick

It is suggested that the dissatisfaction
with the status gquo which gives rise to
disquicting disturbances in different
parts of the country from time to time
is the work of a few *agitatorz” and
“communists”. We have reached a state
of affairs in which these terms of abuse
are applied to everyvone who on any
ground whatsoever iz opposed to any
government scheme. Honest differences
of opinion about matters of public im-
portance have become anathema to our
rulers and the ecommunizt big-stick is
wielded frecly to silence all legitimate
eriticlem. Although thiz line of attack
does succeed in fooling some of the peo-
ple some of the time, it will not fool all
the people ali of the time.

The Hunger of Millions

In spite of arrests and detentions, de-
portations and bannings, political vitu-
peration and abuse and others forms of
intimidation, the cry for a new Natlonal
Convention to draw up a new constitu-
tion is being heard more freguently in
different quarters, among groups with
varying political views.

This cry is not a cheap political debat-
ing point but arlses out of the hunger of
millions of ordinary South Africans for
a political structure in which they all
have a stake and of which they can be
justly proud.

Such a political structure can only
emerge from a WNational Convention in
which all sections of the population are
directly represented, in which the dele-
gates will be imbued not with the primi-
tive idea of exclugive privileges for the
group they represent, but with the spi-
rit of what each group can contribute to
the common welfare, of what each ean
give to, rather than get out of, our com-
mon fatherland.

Such a Convention could furn South
Africa from being the embarrassment
that it iz wherever clvilised people fore-
gather into a country which can take
the lead, as it cught to, among the in-
dependent states of Afriea..

Whether South Africa becomes a Re-
public or not, whether she remains with-
in the Commonwealth or gets out of it,
the challenge of a genuine, representa-
tive, all-in Convention te draw up a truly
South African constitution will remain,
and the future of the country depends
upon her responseé to that challenge.

The Non-Whites of South Africa are
gtill prepared and ready to co-operate
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SOUTH AFRICA

THE NATS

AND THE

COMMONWEALTH

by V. PILLAY

The fortheoming conference of Com-
monwealth Premiers is likely to be do-
minated by the issue of South Africa's
membership, this despite the reports
from Whitehall that Mr. Macmillan has
softened wup the Afro-Asian Common-
wealth members not to take a firm stand
against South Africa.

But in almost every member country
of the British Commonwealth there is
growing awareness that despite all the
rhetoric about Commonwealth “multi-
racial inclusliveness', Its “contribution ta
world peace and stability”, and how it
‘““eplarges the area of freedom', Com-
monwealth unity stands or falls on its
attitude towards apartheld and the mo-
noepoly of white rule in South Africa.

The British Labour Party has now de-
clared that South Africa's “behaviour
has gravely endangered the reputation
of the Commonwealth” and has ealled
for the suspension of 5. Africa’s mem-
bership in the Commonwealth.

The British Liberal Party has express-
ed a similar policy . A widely represen-
tative conference held recently in Lon-
don by the Anti-Apartheid Movement ar-
gued that *“far from restraining the
South African Government, 5. Africa’s
membership of the Commonwealth has
in fact restrained successive British
Gowernments from taking a publle stand
at the U.N. against the oppression and
injustica of Apartheld”.

From Ghana to India

In MWigeria and Ghana, mass opinion
has expressed itself forcefully and this
has been reflected in the policies of their

with their White fellow-citizens in creat-
ing and building up a South Africa in
which the legitimate rights of all sec-
tiong of the population are adequately
and effectively protected, on condition
that they are given an effective share in
that creative process. The question is
whether the Whites of South Afriea can
rizse to the occasion and refrain from
spurning the hand of friendship while it
remains outstretched, thus redeeming
the time, for the days are evil. This is
the opportunity which properly used can
lead toe a South Afriea which can be the
envy of all

All over the continent of Africa con-
gtitution-making is in progress and in
eountries which cannot be said to be bet-
ter prepared for the process than all the
peoples of South Afriea. The groups
represented there are together on a bas-
is of equality trying to hammer out poli-
tical structures consonant with the spi-
rit of freedom for all which Is abroad in
mid-twentieth ecentury. Why should
South Africa alone of all the States In
Africa remaln a kind of anachronistic
stick-In-the-mud?

Governments. The demands of public
opinion in these countries have been com-
bined with a threat — “either South Af-
rica is kicked out of the Commonwealth,
or we get out".

It was Dr. Mkrumah's delegation to
the Addis Ababa Conference of Indepen-
dent African States that won acceptance
of a resolution calling not only for a
total ambargo on South Africa (trade,
air and post facllities) but alse for Gha-
na and MNigeria to work for 5. Africa’s
expulsion from the Commonwealth. This,
as Mr. Oliver Tambo, explained recently
in London, made it “impossible for me
to belleve that after such commitments,
Ghana and Nigeria will retract and re-
main silent.™

In India, it is no longer possible for
M. MNehru to evade gquestions of Common-
wealth relationz and Sharpeville az well
as the State of Emergency have made
him abandon such plans as securing
South Africa’s agreement to a U.N. spon-
gored round-table discussion on the treat-
ment of Indians in 8. Africa. Nehru has
come to the conclusion that it is “im-
posgible to talk with the South African
Government™.

If there iz any i2sue on which Indian
public opinion i8 unanimous it is on
South Afriea and the Commonwealth.
The possibility that Mr. Nehru may no
longer adopt a wholly legalistic attitude
to Commonwealth relations (i.e. non-
interference in matters of domestic juris-
diction) iz suggested by the invitation
issued by the semli-official Indian Coun-
cil on African Affairs, to Dr. Dadoo and
Messra., T. Makiwane and V. Make
(from the 8.A. United Front) to wvisit
[ndia before the Commonwealth Pre-
miers' Conference and to meet Mr. Neh-
ru, Mr. Menon and Dr. Prazad (the Pre-
gident), and to addrezs members of the
Indian Parliament. The Indian wvisit of
the United Front delegation will bear
very sharply on Mr. Mehru's role at the
Commonwealth Prime Ministers Confer-
encae.

Tory Lobby

Pressure from African and Asian
countries apart, Britain needs also to
weiph carefully the effects of close ties
with South Africa.

There is strong feeling in informed
Conszervative ecircles that Britain's rela-
tions with black Africa and Britain's per-
Formance in the power struggle for influ-
ence on the African continent have been
handicapped by the repeated British vote
for South Africa at the United MNations.
At a time when flexibility on African
izsues is vital, the Commonwealth con-
nection between Britain and South Afri-
ca has frozen Britlsh moves.

The influential Bow Group in the Con-
gervative Party does not go so far as to
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call for a suspension of 5. Africa’s mem-
bership from the Commonwealth, but it
has been lobbying for a Eritish approach
to the Unlon Government to secure some
new understanding that would in effect
free British policy from the inhibiting
effeetz of what iz termed by these
pircles “"Commonwealth loyalty'., This
wag the preszure of opinfon inzide the
Conservative Party which forced Mr.
Macmillan to warn the South African
Parliament that Britzin would “mind
her own business™ only so long as South
Africa's policies did not affect that busi-
ness, and that there were “aspects”™ of
apartheid it was “impossible” for Bri-
tain to support.

Testing the Phrases

That Commonwealth countries’ rela-
tions with South Africa have become the
pivot of the whole future of the Com-
monwealth is due to popular anti-South
African feeling in almost all the Com-
monwedalth countries, this notwithstand-
ing the huge advertising expenditure of
the Union’s State Information Depart-
ment abroad.

Apartheid Is understood for what it is
and countless millions are now putting
to the test the fine phrases about free-
dom and democracy in the Common-
wealth, by persisting in asking that awlk-
ward question — "“What about South
Africal”

More than this — there has grown an
overwhelming movement of solidarity of
peoples abroad with the struggle for hu-
man rights in South Afrieca, and no
Government, can safely ignore it.

The Brilish Government |5 caught in
an agonising dilemma. It would like to
kecp the Commonwealth intact, but as
long as Eritain harbours South Africa,
she blackens her own reputatlon and
undermines Commonwealth amity,

Stalling for Time

COme possible, albeit temporary, escape
from thiz dilemma iz now being worked
en in the back rooms of the Common-
wealth Relations Office. AL a4 press con-
ferenee in London, Dr. ¥ .Dadoo revealed
a British plan to argue (should the Afro-
Azian memberz object to the seating of
a Republic of 8. Africa) that since South
Africa would become a republic only
wome two months after the meeting of
the Commonwealth Premiers, the deci-
gsion on the admission of a republican 5.
Africs could be postponed to the mext
Commonwealth conference. In thiz way
it is hoped to win time and create a cli-
mate where politicel decisions more con-
ducive to Eritain's plans could be taken.

Ancther plan is to crowd the agenda
of the Commonwealth Conference (espe-
cially with an awe-ingpiring item, liKGy
to lake up two doye of discusslon, on a
"Commonweclath Dizsarmament Schicmae™)
g0 &% to force a postponement of the
doclsion on &, Africa,

However, it iz glmost certaln that
these plans will not suceced. The Unkt-
ed Front s interviewing all the Com-
monwealth Premiers (with the exception
of Australia and Mew Zealand) before

PacE FOUR

SOUTH AFRICA

the conference. Delegations have been
sent to Asia and Africa . In Londan, the
Anti-Apartheid Movement, supported by
the Labour, Liberal and Communist Par-
ties, the trade umnions, Church, student
and co-operative organisations, has de-
cided on activities during the conference
which will make it extremely difficult
for the Prime Minlsters to ignore the
issLE.

Dr, Verwoerd ha<s been met on arrival
in BEritain by mass demonstrations
against his raclal policies.

There is little doubt that for the mass
of the South African people membership
of the Commonwealth has little meaning.

Eritish rule in colonial Africa has been
a rule of oppression and the Government
of Mr. Macmillan Jlike every other BEri-
tish Government, has tried to hold on to
the remains of the Empire iIn a Com-
monwealth system of economic and poli-
tical relationships which sustain British
trade, and provide a privileged and pro-
tected area for the operations of British
investments,

In practice, there exizt little im the
nature of direet and close links between
aay, Pakisian and Australia, Iet alone
South Africa and any of the Afro-Asian
members, despite their membership of
the zame Commonweaith.

The New Fealand Prime Minister has
explained that "Mew Zealand's member-
ghip of the Commonwealth still menns
largely its relationship with Britain . . .
“We hawve little contact with Pakistan or
Ghana, 5. Afrlca or the West Indies™,

This makes it ocazier to understand
why members of the Commonwealth like
Ghana and Indiag are still members of an
institution which has toléerated Sowulh Af-
rican racialism for =0 long.

In fact, the Commonwealth iz a Bri-
tizh inzatitution reflecting the new form
of her imperial relations with her former
colonies and the dictates of British Inter-
e3i=, economic and political, make it dif-
ficult for the Macmillan Government to
turn Dr. Verwoerd out, unless South Af-
rican policies can be zeen to Interferc
wilh the pursuit of Britizh interests else-
where,

The present public campaign arcund
the Commouwenlth Confercnee of Pre-
mierz reflects British revualsionm at her
azzociation with Souwth Afrien's racial-
ism.. It ls ma lonper easy for the aver-
apge Hritish working man Lo aceept Bri-
taln's bad record at the Tinited Nations
and her close company with France
(running o bloody war in Algerin’, Por-
tugal and Spain.

Britizsh public opinion on the issucs of
colonfaliam and racialism haz advanoeed
to the poinl that is iz no longer possible
for the British settlers in Central and
East Afries to count on the support of
“our people abl home™ for Ltheir policiez,
Eritish wvoicen are now loudiy demand-
ing the republie of Dr. Verwoord to he
thrown out of the Commonweaith,

Chipping the Rock

Tl now BEuropean South Africa has
stood firm as & rock behind the system
of apartheld, and even Sharpeville,

The Cape Coloured
Political Front

Mew mowves on the Cape Coloured
front:

% The Transvaal Coloured Con-
vantion at the end of 1960 which
formed a new federal bedy of
26 organisations, with a policy
of democratic rights for ALL
citizens.

* Twenty-odd Coloured personali-
ties met in Cape Town to for-
mulate an anti apartheid pro-
gramme, and to confer with
African leaders.

Mext mowves:

% A Transvaal Coloured confar-
ance during March.

% An all-Coloured Conwvention in
Cape Town during Juneg,

One of the consequences of the State
of Emergency, proclaimed at the end of
March last year, was to turn the politi-
cal spotlight sharply on the Cape Colour-
ed People, ‘God's Step Children’, they
had once been called; and the old stereo-
type of the hapoy half-caste, disowned
by both parties to hiz parentage and yet
20 well accommodated to his social posi-
tion, had long survived.

But suddenly, among some of the most
influential seetions of the ruling classe,
by whom he had alwayz been embraced
in the triple appeliation of "Coolle, Kaf-
for and Hotnot', came the trealizalion
that his culture, his religion, hiz lan-
guage, hiz way of life was that of the
white man. And for thiz he must he
rewnrded. 1t was a sudden and a strange
volte face, but it was real and it was
clear; and it manifested itself in many
wayvs., For it was discussed ameng all
groups of the Mationalist hierarchy and
it led to the appointment of two Com-
misgions of Enquiry: ona of them at Ca-
binet level,

From 'Hetnot' to Ally

The explanation, of coursze, 2 simple.
Faced by the bold onsiaughts of a mili-
L s
though It chipped the rock badly, could
not split it

But South Africa's ateady izolation In
i continent in revolution and in a workd
Lthat condemng raclalism cut of hand 1=
chipping away at that rock all the time.
The povernment of South Africa has
found shelter and protection in the Com-
monwealth and the Mationalista de not
relish belng pushed out alone into the
cold wind of world condemnation to [ace
the blast completely without friendsz or
BUCCOIT.

The efforts among the peoples of Lhe
Commonwealth countries te have South
Afriea expelied from the shelter of the
Commonwealth are part of the move for
her eomplete izolation as o political le-
per and pariah; part of the growlng trade
boyvcott apainzt South Africa; part of a
total repudiation of the Nationaitst Gaove-
ernment and White supremacy svstema,
and A joining hands with the African
peaple of the continent In the winning
of true democracy.
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SOUTH AFRICA

COLOURED PEOPLE AT THE GROSSROADS

tant, black nationalism in the March de-
monsirations (2o crronecuszly, if reveal-
ingly, called 'disturbances' in the Her-
renvolk language), it was nol surprising
that the Afrikaner section of the ruling
class should look for allies in the igno-
minious attempt to assure the continua-
tion of its hegemony.

Driven to desperation amd despair by
an African leadership and movement
which, for all its other shortcomings,
certainly showed a remarkable propen-
sity for evoking fear in the hearis of
their opponents, many layers of the Af-
Fikamner Herrenvolk were not slow to
turn for support to those, previously des-
pised as “Hotnots”, now graciously to
be called “the natural allies of the white
man'’.

And the response was not slow in
showing itself. For amongst the Cape
Coloured people there has always been
the section which prides itself on the
pereentage of “white bleod™ that flows
in its weins and has lived in the vain
hope that the definition of “white” will,
in addition to “association” and “appear-
ance’” make zome provizion to include
them in its orbit. Among this conser-
yvative section the offer for assistance
came as a4 further, and almost Heaven-
zent opportunity to prove themselves
once again loyal to the white Herren-
volk and to establish their claim to some
benevolent copsideration by word and
deed, And, in the most treacherous way,
they called upon the Coloured people to
refuse support to the African people and
to take their place with the oppressors.

Edgar Deane and Syd B. Lotter, both
holding down jobs amongst organised
Coloured workers because of trade union
apartheid, wers amongst those who made
this call upon the Coloured people and it
iz not without significance that their
chickens have come home Lo roost. For
Deane, at least, is finding that the peo-
ple's memories are not really as short as
he thought they might be and he is be-
ing replaced at the first opportunity as
the Coloured people’s candidate in the
Ward VI elections for the Cape Town
City Couneil.

But thiz was certainly not the only
reaction ameng the Coloured people.
The Coloured Peoples' Congress lost
no time in a valiant attempt to rally
the Coloured people in support, but
they were hampered by several fac-
torz. The demonstrations were sud-
den and unexpeeled, they certainly
took the Coloured people by surprise
and hampered organisation; the dee-
laration of the State of Emergency and
the =zudden detention of the leaders
prevented the effectiveness of the eall
to the Coloured people from being
tested; there iz among the Coloured
people no real tradition of practical
support for the African people, apart
from isolated groups; and, most im-
portant, large sectors of the politically
conscious Coloured people were either
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By A Special Correspondent

deterred from support or confused in
their attitude by the role of the Anti-
C.AD.

Anti-C.A.D. Confusion

Perhaps it is necessarcy to state that
the Antl-C.A.ID. has a quite definite pol-
iy on these matters. It stands firmly
and uncompromisingly for full democra-
tic rights for all and voles for every-
body, and it regards as fundamental for
the achievement of ita political objectives
that people should in no way operate the
machinery devised by the Herrenvolk
governments for their oppression.

It is thus opposed to any special de-
partment of state for any group, e.g.
the Bantu Affairs Dwepartment and the
Coloured Affairs Department, and to any
gpecial Parliamentary representatives
for such groups. Its policy is one of
non-collaboration and its propagates the
weapon of the boycott against all insti-
tutions which are devised to keep Non-
Whitez subservient and inferior and
againat all persons who work these in-
stitutions,

In other words, it does not believe in
working "from within® under any cir-
cumstances and regards as traitors and
quislings all who serve or assist those
who serve on Location Advizory Boarda
and Coloured Councils whether appeint-
e¢d, nominated or elected. The Anti-
C.A.D. refuses to accept the theory that
everything depends on the candidate
and that one should try to get one's own
people on to these “dummy’’ Boards and
Councils and into Parliament . This has
always been a sharp point of difference
between itself and zome other sections of
the general liberatory movement.

Not, of course, the only point of dis-
agreement. Its declarations have made
quite plain, for example, that it stands
for a non-raclal democracy in South Af-
rica, and it is accordingly wviolently op-
posed to any form of natlonalism, whe-
ther white, black or coloured.

And so, almost inevitably, It comes
into conflict with any of the demonstra-
tionz of African MNationalism whethér in
South Africa or in any other part of
Africa.

And included among its arch-enemies
are not only local leaders of African po-
liticz, but what it also 50 blithely calls
the Nkrumahs, the Nassers, the Bandas,
the Nyereres and 30 on.

All these, to the Anti-C.A.D., are
merely the toolz of Imperialism, the re-
presentatives of a quisling class which
haz betrayed or is betraying the people
into a horse-deal with their white mas-
ters. And itz attitude to the P.AC,
therefore, needs no elaboration.  And,
equally, it goes without saying that it
stands apart and isolated from ewvery
other section of the people, harshily cri-

tical of everything and everybody and
yet constantly appealing for “the unity
of the oppressed”.

African demonstrations against the
pass laws or for a living wage are al-
ways characterised as criminal "adwven-
turizm'', and itz only rezponse to the
P.A.C. campalgn was to issue a three-
pronged resplution which condemned
police brutality, mourned the dead and
castigated the leadership. For the rest,
it scorned with its customary venom even
thoze of its supporters and others who
in the clreumstances felt themscelves
constrained to assizt and relieve the un-
fortunate victims who were heseiged, en-
cireled and starved in the locations by
the brutal police action.

Something Wrong

Despite the suave indifference of the
Anti-C.A.D., or, perhaps, because of it
the Coloured people have cerfainly not
followed its line that nothing has hap-
pened in the country. If the events since
March have done anything at all they
have certalnly shown large sections of
Coloured people that there is something
wrong with the leadership that has been
g0 Influential among them for so long.

And there have not been wanting
those among them who have pointed to
the fact that the Coloured teachers who
have played so prominent a part in the
past have not succeeded in carrying the
struggle to the stage demanded by the
situation in which we find ourselves.
Perhaps they are not far wrong in lay-
ing the charge that, while Deane, Gold-
ing, Lotter and the rest who izzued the
notorious call to the Coloured people
were rightly and roundly condemned, no
lead was given to the people, even if only
to call upon them not to scab on the
African workers,

The result has been a fairly wide-zcale
reassezsment of the position among the
Coloured people, even if not yet a re-
alignment of forces.

One may leave aside those who {ind
the solution in co-operation with the
Nationalist government and its Coloured
Affairs Department and serve on or sup-
port the Union of Coloured Affairs; those
who have banded themselves inte the
Kileurlingvalksbond for the same purpose
and all those to whom Die Banier —
official organ of the Nationalist Party
among the Colourcd people — iz thelr
mouthpiece,

And gimilarly one may leave aside
thoze groups who, while against apart-
heid, are prepared to make the hest of
it and to enjoy such fruits as it has to
offer.

There remains 4 large and important
section of the South African people who
are looking for direction and dynamic
leadership. It would be & mistake to
underestimate the difficulties and the
problems. But of one thing there is no
doubt: the Coloured people are at the
cross-roads — whe iz to point the way?

PAagE FIVE



SOUTH AFRICA

One Year Since Sharpeville: March 21, 1960-61

Till the morning of March 21, 1960 many
of us had never heard of Sharpeville,
and to those of us who had It was no
more than another urban location with
the wsual load of hardship and poverty
and pass-law prosecutions. By even-
ing its name was pulsing through
cables and radip sets everywhere.

Running for our trains we might have
tucked the événing papeérs under our
arms without noticlng the headlines
and the news-stand posters. But, rid-
ing home from work, when we open-
ed our newspapers in rallway com-
partments, we realised that something
had happened that morning in the
dustry streets bordering the Sharpe-
ville police station, something which
had irrevocably changed things.

And it was not only we who felt this
change; even Paul Sauer knew that
“ithe old book of South African history
{had) closed . .."

Perhaps, at first, we were unable to de-
fine this change. We felt horror and
disgust. Those who, when the stench
of cordite had cleared, found among
the seventy corpses a father, a wife, a
son, felt a terrible void. And the torn
flesh and splintered bones of 180 evi-
denced the ravages of Stem gun bul-
lets. From the headlines and the horri-
fying pictures we turned o the re-
ports, brushing aside the public rela-
tions handouts and piecing together
what there were of the facts. Then
came the day of mourning, the stay-
at-home, the march on Cape Town,
and the State of Emergency.

Naturally they tried to hide what they
had done — EBishop Reeves' book
proves that. THE CROWD WAS
RUSHING THE FENCE; but more

than seventy per cent of the wvictims
were shot in the back. THEY FIRED

IN SELF DEFENCE; and killed a
woman 150 yards away, and blew off
John Mailane's head as he distributed
invoices for his firm on his bicycle.
THEY WERE TRYING TO DIS-
PERSE THE CROWD; and as it dis-
persed, continued shooting for 45 sec-
onds, firing 705 rounds, sewveral Sten
gunneérs firing twoe complete maga-
zines, one continuing to fire seven
rounds from a third and two then
changing to revolvers from which they
each fired a further six rounds. Oh
yes, AND THE CROWD WAS ARM-
ED; as evidence of this they produced
two coloured umbrellas and a bicycle
pump, in working order,

Meither the Nationalist Party nor the
police had any regrets. Dr. Verwoerd
thought that THE POLICE HAD
DONE A GOOD JOB. They had killed
eight women and ten children.

But we had a national day of mourning;
and in Cape Town students picketed
Adderiey Street and Parliament, whila
inside the Government and “opposi-
tion” planned the banning of the AMC
and PAG; and 50,000 people gathered
at Langa to mourn their dead,

But they were shaken by the nation-
wide support for the day of mourning,
and they announced the suspension of
the pass-laws. 5o Chief Luthull burnt
hig;, and in the streets of Johannesburg
and elsewhers many others did the
same.

And then they came with dawn arrests
and were countered by the great
march from Langa to Cape Town. Re-
meémbering the peaceful column of
30,000 marchers whao for two hours
brought Cape Town to a stand-still,
ane thinks of Lt. Col. Pienaar's evid-
ence to the Sharpaville enguiry: “The
Mative mentality does not aliew them

to gather for a peaceful demonstra-
tion. For them to gather means wvial-
ence.’

The authorities promised concessions and
the marchers returned home. Then,
with them safely out of tha city, they
followed fast upon their falsshoods
with the State of Emergency, and mi-
litary cordons, and further arrests —
1,900 political leaders and 18,000 “vag-
rants’.' And in their homes and in
the streets people were beaten by the
police. Or. Jordan was struck in the
face by a teenage policeman as he
cama out of the Rondebosch Post Of-
fice after gending a telegram, and a
baby was shot dead at the Myanga
gate when its mother tried to take it
for medical attention. From whose
gathering did wiolence grow?

As the Saracens moved from door to
door in Langa and MNyanga and the
people were driven to work with sjam-
boks, the stay-at-home crumbled,

But the Emergency dragged on, and
buses were hired to transport families
to visit parents or children in country
gaals. And there were hunger strikes
and interrogations and Incitement
trials and refugees in the Protector-
ates, Then, after five months, the
Emergency ended.

All this flogded through our lives after
Sharpeville, The Bishop's Sharpevilie
boek was banned because its pictures
and its text demonstrate the story of
indefensible slaughter. Like the Cam-
mandant wha, when asked whathar ha
had learned any useful lesson from the
evidence in Sharpeville, replied: “wWell,
we may get better equipment.”

The Bharpeville shooting — March 1960
—0né year ago this month—was the
moment when the sorrow of a natien
turned to anger.

A, WANNEMBLRG.

From the Book by the Bishop of Johannesburg

banned by the Nationalist Government

SHOOTING AT SHARPEVILLE

If the authorities had admitted that
a ghastly mistake had been made at
Sharpeville and indieated that they in-
tended taking steps to prevent a recur-
rence, the probability is that, onee I had
called for a judicinl enguiry, I should
have hesitated to make any further com-
ment. But in point of fact the authori-
tics adopted an entirely contrary atti-
tude,

Since the events at Sharpeville, they
have been at pains both to justify the
action that waz taken and to commend
the conduct of the police.

Maore recently, they have gone so far
a5 to make it plain that, |f similar eir-
cumstances should occur in the future,
Lthe poliee will not hesitate to ghoot again.

Perhaps there iz gome significance in

PAGE S1X

by AMBROSE REEVES

the fact that, in statements which have
been made by members of the Govern-
ment, the (ncident at Cato Manor in
which nine policemen lost their lives has
more than once been linked with the
avents at Sharpeville.

While it is true that there were cer-
tain parallelz in the background to Cato
Manor and SBharpeville — as, for exam-
ple, the economie position of the inhabit-
ants — the incidents were dissimilar in
g0 many respects that it iz dishonest to
sugiest that they were identical,

Az T have already made clear, neither

the continuous police raids nor the har-
rylng of the inhabitants by the authorl-

ties can ever be held to have justified the
Cato Manor crowd in causing the death
of nine policemen in the exccution of
their doty.

It might be much more honest and
just to ecompare the happeningsz at
Sharpeville not with those at Cato Man-
or, but with what happened at Wind-
hoek on December 10, 195%,  Although
at Windhoek it was the threatened re-
moval of the Loecation to another site
which precipitated the demonstration,
the circumstances were in some respects
strikingly similar. In hoth casez those
prezent declared that the demonstration
wis a non-violent expression of disap-
proval. In hoth casez the poliee were
present in large numhbers. Inm Windhoelk
it iz claimed that the crowd did not hear

FIGHTIMNG TALK. MARCH., 19G61.
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From Turfloop to Salisbury Island

the order to disperse. At Bharpeville
many of those injured denled that any
order was ever given to disperse: If it
was given, they did not hear it. In Wind-
hoek many alleged that they went to
the Police Station because they were
curious to see why such a large body of
police had come into the Location. Some
of the injured at Sharpeville declared
that they had gone because they wanted
to see the Saracens. As one injured wo-
man told me, with a wry smile, “I had
never scen 4 Saracen. But 1 was shot
before 1 saw one."”

Why, finally, do we attach such spe-
cial importance to the shooting at
Sharpeville 7

In the atmogphere of charge and
counter-charge which followed Sharpe-
ville, many people have forgotten what
is the abiding tragedy, the loss te hun-
dreds of children of parents and the hope
of education and financial support for
the future. Many of the injured suffer-
ed severe injuries which will not only
cause them much suffering during the
remainder of their lives, but will also
shorten their expectancy of life. Others
lost limbs, It should be realised that an
African who ig maimed in this way finds
it extremely difficult to obtain shelter-
ed employment for the future. The loss
of a leg to an African labourer often
means no employment and slow starve-
tion for his remaining days. Such is the
fate of the children of Conztance and
Ethel Malzlle, Two fine women, whose
husbands were brothers who ran a taxi
zervice in Sharpeville, Twenty children
have lost thelr fathers and thess two
houscholds have lost a combined income
of £80 a month. John Khota lost his
right arm, shattered by machine gun
fire. John was a painter by trade and
at the age of 70 was a vigorous and
well-preserved man earning £35 a month,
His injury has lost him his livelihood.
Today, he is at a loss to know how he
will fend for the future. John Marobi
has lost a leg. He was 4 passcer-by in a
nearby street.  Another young African
lad who worked in a booksellers is ster-
ile, while Benedict Griffiths, whose fa-
ther serves with the South African Pol-
fee, only has the use of his limbs by the
erace of the medical staff at Baragwa-
nath Hospital, who were indefatigable in
their attempt to save him. Joshua Mo-
tha, a bus driver with a large family
and earning f8 a week, lics in Baragwa-
nath Ho=zpital with a broken femur
which will not heal. 3o 216 families
and over 500 children are paying thé
dreadful price of forty seconds of uncon-
trolled firing at Sharpeville. The toll
of irresponsibility finds [ts expression in
amputationz, severe abdominal wounds,
arthritic conditions, the loss of mobility
and cohegion in limbe, wives left widows,
and children fatherless.

The demonstrations at Windhoek and
Sharpeville were both dispersed by the
use of firearms with a consequent kill-

FIGHTING TALK. MARCH. 1961.

With the setting up of the Indian “uni-
vesrity' at Salisbury Island, Durban, the
Government's structural scheme for
higher education for Non-Whites is com-
plete. Ethnie ‘tribal’ colleges for Afri-
cans have been established in Ngola,
Turfloop and Fort Hare, and at Bell-
ville for the Coloured people.

The roaction of the Indian people to
the Salisbury Island college has been
sharp, clear, unequivocal and uncompro-
mising. It is reflected in the following
resolution adopted at a conference held
in Durban on the 17th December, 1960:

“This conference called by the Indian

people of Matal and attended by rep-

resentatives of all communities from
all parts of the Province . . . condemns
the whoele concept of tribal universi-
ties, and resolves upon a policy of
total non-co-opération with an institu-

ing of some of the erowd and the wound-
ing of many others. Such a show of
force, it iz claimed, was necessary for
the restoration of law and order. Cer-
tainly order has been restored, but it is
dubious if, at a time when the mormal
processes of law were suspended under
the South African Emergency Regula-
tions, anyone could claim that the rule
of law had been restored.

And it is even questionable how far
the mounting use of force, the arrest of
most of the responsible African, Indian
and Coloured political leaders, and the
dislocation of commerce and industry by
the calling up of a number of regiments
can be termed the restoration of order.
The probability is that such a use of
force will ensure that no further demon-
strations will take place in the near fu-
ture.

But it would be a great mistake to
equate such a calm with a restoration
of order in South African society. Be-
pneath the outward calm, there is a grow-
ing resentment — not only of the Gov-
ernment, but of the dominant white
group as a whole — and a firm resolve
on the part of many Africans to carry
on the struggle as and when it becomes
possible for them to do so.

Many people will be inclined to dis-
miss the events at Sharpeville as just
another incident in the long and grow-
ing series of disturbances that have
marked the attempt to put the theory of
apartheid into practice. Thelr only de-
gire will be to get back to normal as
soon as possible.  Superficially, this
may ecasily be achieved; but underncath
the external calm, dangerous fires will
continue to smoulder, fires that can ne-
ver be extinguished by & show of foree,
however invineible that force may appear
to be.

History, I believe, will recognise that
Sharpeville marked a watershed in
South African affairs. Life can never
be quite the same again for any raclal
group in the Union, because of what hap-
pened on that Monday at Sharpeville.

M. D. NAIDOO
on
The ‘TRIBAL'
UNIVERSITY FOR INDIANS

tion designed to carry into effect the

Mationalist Party pelicy of Indoctrin-

atlon for servitude.”

Mot without cause is the Government's
scheme for tribal universities charac-
terised as ‘indoctrination for servitude'.

The Statement on Christian National
Education produced in 1848 by the
F.AK. (Federation of Afrikaans Cultur-
al Sgrcieties) earries thiz clavse:

“The spirit of all teaching must be

Christian-MNationalist; In no subject

may anti-Christian or non-Christian

or amnti-nationalist or nof-nationalist
propaganda be made."

Stated simply, this means that the
content of all teaching must be Chris-
tian-Nationalist propaganda. It iz a no-
torious fact that the majority of leading
Nationalists are members of the F.AK.
Christian National Education has been
approved by all the Afrikaans Teachers’
Unions, Mr. De Wet Nel, when Minis-
ter of Education, Arts and Seicnee, an-
nounced that the Government meant to
introduce C.IN.E. In al! achools.

The Bantu Education Act has taken
the education of African students out
of the hands of the educational authori-
tiea and has placed it under the control
of the Department of Bantu Administra-
tion and Development with Mr, De Wet
MNel ag Minister in Charge. And Chris-
tian Mationalist principles are now be-
ing implemented, with dizastrous results
to the standards of education.

The Salisbury Island College fits
neatly into this pieture. All Indian uni-
versity students in South Africa may
now be admitted to study at this college
only. Students already registered at
other institutions will be allowed to coms-
plete their declared courses of study
at such institutions.

The Salisbury Island college offers
coursez in the Arts, Commerce and Sci-
ence (MNatural Science) faculties.

Thiz college has been established in
gpite of the Holloway Commission's" 1956
report and recommendation that Non-
European students should be concentrat-
ed at the University of MNatal, Durban,
and at Fort Hare, except in the cases of
those choosing courses of study for
which only the open universtiles offer
facilities.

In 1957, an inter-departmental com-
mittee was appointed ‘to work out the
details of the financial implications of
the provision of separate university edu-
cation facilities." In spite of the recom-
mendations or the Holloway Commis-
gion, this committee {8 reported to have
worked on the basis of the present

{Continued on page 16)
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Northern Rhodesia

Crisis Calendar

Start of the trouble: Eeven years ago Hritain
pushed Federation through in the face of the
African opposition of three countries—Northern
Rhodesia, Southern Rhodesia and Myasaland., AL
the same time Britain transferred a considerable
part of her power into the hands of the White
minority government, entrusting it with the run-
ning of the Federal Constitution.

Then began the tight rope dancing of the Colo-
nial Office to balance African claims to self-gov-
ernment and White minority resistance, ‘The
Monckton Commission raiged African hopes in
Northern Rhodesia that Africans would get @
clear majority in the Legislative Council,

When the London talks on the new Northern Rho-
desian constitution opened Sir Roy Welensky led
the last ditch stand of the White minority by boy-
cotting the talks. The new conzlitulion gave
neither group what 1t wanted,

A complicated electoral system of three voters
rolls lowers African voting gualifications, raises
the number of volers to just over 70,000 but bal-
ances power as between the African majority, the
White minority and the Colonial Office.

Africans charged Britain with selling them down
the river. Welensky roared that he would resist
the new constitution ‘with all the means at my
cormmand.' He tried to provoke trouble and frigh-
ten the British government into retreat by calling
up the army.

Five of Welensky's ministers in the Northern
Rhodesian government resigned.

Welensky threatened even open sedition: to dis-
solve Parllament apnd declare the Federation in-
dependent. Imagine the reaction if the Africans
tried that!

gouth Africa’'s Erie Louw tried to cash in. The
time had come, he told the South African Parlia-
ment, when South Africa, the Portuguese Terri-
tories and Rhodesla might have to stand together
ta malntain “western civilization® in Africa.

Next speech by Welensky was a steep climb
dlowin,

He would negotiate further, he said. In Britaim,
probably while he ig there for the Commonwealth
Prime Ministers' talks,

The army units have been ordered to stand down
because ‘the danger of Africen unrest is past,’
There never was any — only bluster and bravado
from Welensky to force Britain to delay the new
plan and talk again.

The Conflict Remeins

Britain now has a chance to delay — but hlow-
ing down her neck she feels the hot breath of
Federation Africans, Kenya further north and at
the starting post for independence, the whole
continent.

New constitution formulae? Even more ©om-
plicated voting systems? The irreconcilable can-
not be reconciled. Tk Whites in Northern Rho-
desia refuse to surrender thelr monopoly of gov-
proment: 2§ million Africans demand governimenl
bazed on the principle of "one man one vole.'

Thiz *crisis’ iz over: tha conflict remains.

FPAGE EIGHT

Federation’s

There can be little doubt that what we
are witnesaing in the Central African
Federation 18 the beginnipg of its end.
One whay or another, the Fedeération 18
golng to burat asunder, as it was doom-
ed from the very day of its foundation
in 1853,

Its formation was forced through in
the teeth of opposition from the major-
ity of its people, especially of the over-
whelming majorities of Africans in MNar-
thern Rhodesia and Myasaland.

It has founderced along fromm one cri-
gis to anpother — from the MNyasaland
State of Emergency to the State of
Emergency in the Rhodesias — from one
constitutional “settlement” to another-
from the 1958 London agreement to last
month's London Conference, But noth-
ing haz served to hold this =tructure
stable against the tide of internul oppo-
gition and of internal struggle which is
now poised to destroy Federation and the
purposes for which it was established.

POLICEMAN OF CENTRAL AFRICA

Fedération was the answer of imperi-
aliam ta the stirrings of the African
people.

Strong demandz for political advance
towards liberation were growing in MNor-
thern Rhodesia and Nyasaland. The Bri-
tish government could try to contain
thoze demands by force; but what force ?
Eritish forces were already heavily com-
mitted in Malaya, Kenya and Cyprus. In
Moarthern Rhodesia there were only some
70,000 Whites, most of them emigreé min-
erg from South Africa, who had not
yvet made the tervitory their settled
home; in Nyvasaland, only some 9000
Whites in an African population of two
million,

If there was to be a base for imperi-
alism to resist African liberation, it could
only be by way of Federation of thess
two territories with Southarm Rhodesia,
with—at that time-—over 100,000 White
settiers, and strong mining-financial cor-
poraticng able to dominate and control
the destiny of all three countries. Fed-
eration was to he the gendarme of im-
perialism and white settler interestz in
the whole arca.

Or zo it waz planned. The vizsion has
had to be tempered with reality, |

“"We know'" the delegates of the Ny-
asaland African Congress told Mr.
Griffiths in 1951, “what the European
settlers under the leadership of South-
ern Rhodesia want . . . To forestall
the development of MNyasaiand and
Marihern Rhodesia as black states, and
to impose on them the Southern Rho-
desian policy of white supremacy.”
Irespite all the talk of partnerzhip,

this has been the reallty of the Federa-

Ltion, It is still the reality of the consti-
tutional struggles which have been going

The Beginnin
by L. Bl

on in the recent London Conference. It
l= the real issue which is behind all Sir
Boy Welensky's present talk of "respon-
sible povernmenl" ang his rejéction of
the proposals for extending the wvote to
Africans on the basis of the seheme put
forward by Britain's Colonial Secretalfy,
lan Macleod. i
A long and consistent struggle ag -.ﬁ-:t
Federation is approaching its climaxein
both Morthern Rhodesia and Myasaland.

It is growing up too in Scuthern Rhode-
5):

In that struggle, the Federation snd
itz white political leaders have tried to
gt as the policemen of imperialism.
They have used force, states of emer-
gency, rule by decree, imprisonment of
political leaderz of the Africans, outlaw-
ing of African national organisations.
All to no avail.

FORCE — AND FRANCHISE

The single stark issue which faced the
Belgians in the Congo has faced the Bri-
tish government in the Federation. Is
it to hold Federation together by naked
and spen armed force, agalnst the wishes
of the people?

To attempt to do 2o In the world to-
day is o dangerous course, one which
might well end in greater disaster for
imperialism, in the break-away of other,
newly independent members of the Com-
monwealth, in loss of prestige and im-
fluence in Africa and Asia, in war and
the progpect of revolution in the terri-
tory ltself. But if mot by force, by what
means ¥

Easzically, this has been the problem
of the British government for some time.
The Deviln Commizzion, appointed after
the widespread struggles in Nyasaland
last year, suggested that imperialism cut
it3 lossez, and permit Nyasaland to break
awdy from the Federation, if it cannot
be persuaded to stay in.

This year, Mr. Macleod has tried an-
olher tack — a revised Northern o-
desian franchise, which will give the Af-
ricanz increased political power, and the
Whitez decreased, but which will "Htiil
keep WNorthern Rhodesia firmly widiin
the Pederation. If the ideaz could be
sold to either Africans or Whites, it
would perhaps give a further lease of
life to the shaky edifice of Federation.

Im fact it has satisfied nobody.

Both African leaders at the Confer-
ence, Mr. Kenneth Kaunda and Mr.
Harry Mkumbula wanted much more;
they wanted a straight ‘one-man-one
vote' constitution, whigh wauld h:-v.-r_-iqni
sured an African majority. '

FIGHTIMNG TaLH. M
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1g of the End
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All European leaders at the Confer-
ence wanted much less; they wanted a
constitution from which it would be im-
possible for an African majority to
emerge.

What the African leaders ure golng
to do is, at the time of writing, not clear.

For a while 8ir Roy Welensky, with
the backing of the whole Morthern Rho-
idealan Government, turned thiz into an
academic issue by denouncing the pro-
posals and provoking a crisis.

CALLING OUT THE TROOPS

Sir Roy Welensky said he would fall
back onm the use of force. Troops were
called up for active service, not to meet
any threat of disturbance, but in the
hope of provoking it.

It iz here that the recent eveniz in the
Congo point the lezson. Belgluom decid-
ed, when the demands of African libera-
tion could no lenger be suppressed, to
provoke such internal conflict and dis-
order that armed foree could be employ-
ed to sel up open terroristic regimes.
Welensky appears Lo be moving to the
game ‘solution’,

Where Belgium had to find African
puppelts — Tspombe, Mobutu, Ilee — o
man the guns, Welensky relies purely
and simply on the White population,
who — we are told — are responding
almost unanimously, Welensky, like
Tshombe, speaks of ‘Independence” —
meaning, In thiz case freedom to domin-

But here ansther aspect emerges. The
White settlers of the Federation are not
all admirers or supporters of the Union
of South Africa. 100,000 Whites, almost
half the White population of Southern
Rhodesia have emigrated there in the
last ten years, mainly to get away from
the South African government, the Na-
tionallst government. Their motives
have not all been uniform; some dislike
the Bouth African government because
of its anti-British and republican poli-
cies; others because they fear that the
South African government is making
bloody revolution imevitable in South Af-
rica. Whatever their reasons, they will
not easily or lightly allow South Africa
to become the real power behind Welen-
skv's throne, as Belgium has behind
Tzhombe's,

Welenaky faces the crisis thus in a
position of weakness, without singleness
of purpose in the White ranks, with the
opposition of Britain’s government, and
armed only with much bluster and a
fairly well-equipped army.

THE KEY: AFRICAN UNITY

On the other side, on the slde of Afri-
can nationalism, there 1= a solid major-
ity against Federation and against the
Welensky government. There are poli-
tical parties better organised, more pow-
erful than any in the Congo at the time
of itz erizis.

But there Is here — as in the Congo
one factor which might well tip the bal-
ance In favour of the White settlers, Are
the African leaders united? Will they
act together ™ Will they be able to work
out a single united policy, which allows
na division in the ranks of their people?

United Mational Independence Party: Led
by Mr. Kenneth Kaunda, Totally against
Federation; stands for one man one voto
Most powerful party in
MNorthern Rhodesia, has recently cam-
paigned to win the support of Morthern
Rhodesia's powerful chiefs,

constitution,

*

African Mational Congress; Led by Mr.
Harry Nkumbula. Its main platforms
arc alzo the end of the Federation and
a democratic constitution based on one
man one wvote,

*

United Federal Party: Governing party
with 48 seats in the Federal Parliament,
Policy: to keep federal government for
gll time in the hands of *eivilised respon-
— that is WHITES. Iz pre-
pared to concede only a token represen-
tation of Africans in Parliament. North-
ern Rhodesia's UFP leader is Mr. John
Roberts who has condemned the latest
constitutional talks as that ‘headlong
and senseless rush to hand Northern
Ehodesia over to a black nationalist ma-
jority incapable of ruling.’

gible people’

*

Dominion Party: Extreme right wing
party with a policy of ‘Southern Rho-

ate the African majority by open force yhig |5 the key question for today. rb? ,
without the restraining hand of Eritain. e f}' ;. e :; . ‘iﬂs'“ f';:l -l 1s ;PPﬂﬁtﬂ to Welensky as
uz far from neither Mr. Kaunda ‘too  liberal! o .
And yet the pozition is not parallel to aasskap polictez  are

the Congo's. In the Congo, unification
in & single Congo state iz the essential
for national progress. In the Federa-
tion, dismemberment, and the splitting
off of Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland
from Southern Rhodeszia iz an essential,
if the peoples of those territories arce 1o
gain control of their national economies,
and wrest economic power from the
hands of the British South Afriea Com-
pany, and the Oppenheimer empire,

Reaction aim= to dismember the Cone-
; the African awakening secks to dis-
member the Federation,

Nor can Welensky rely on foreign im-
perial support from Britain, as Tshombe
has relied on Belgian armes, advisers and
finances,  British finance may be at his
digposal, but not DBritish troops or gov-
ernment diplomatic support.

Welensky In the last analysis is going
to be forced back either on hiz own re-
spurces, which are too weak to success-
fully throw off the challenge of African
natlonalism, or on the support of the
Union of South Africa.

nor Mr. Mkumbula iz there any answer.
United, their opposition, backed solidly
by the people of Nyasaland, must cer-
tainly bring the Federation te an end in
the very near future. But divided, war-
ring on each other, scrambling for per-
sonal prestige or for leadership? That
way can lle another tragedy of the eal-
ibre of the Congo’s.

The battle is not yet over, nor its out-
come decided. Omly one thing is certain.
Federation cannot survive for long. It
has had a short innings. So short, that
a new glossy volume titled “The Vision
Splendid — The Future of the Central
African Federation™ iz still among the
latest arrivals in the bookshop windows,
while the newspaper posters outside pro-
claim not the vision bul the reality -
"Criziz looms inm Federation, *"'Troops
called out in CAF." — and more sinis-
terly, in the Afrikaans posters: “Talk of
open rebellion in Federation.”

A short innings, but now ity time has
pazsed, The sweep of African liberation
has caught up with this empire-building
scheme of Imperialism, and wlll shortly
roll it into the dust of history.

cloze nelghbours of Verwoerd's.

*

Central Africa Party: Looks to the Maec-
leod constitutional plan deseribed by the
C.AP.'s leader Bir John Moffat as ‘in-
gentour’ as a chanee to hold the hal-
ance between the Africans and right-
wing UFF and Dominlon Party, Sir
John Moffat applauded the Macleod
constitution as the best that could be
produced ‘in wview of the irreconcilahble
attitudes of the African and European
nationalist parties," But the United Na-
tional Independence Party issued a warn-
ing to its branches not to be misled by
Sir John Moffat "and his henchmen.'
"True liberal Eurcpeans' sald the state-
ment "have joined the United MNational
Independence Party.’

FAGE MNINE




AFRICA

Votes for Africans

FRANCHISE FACTS
by NANCY DICK

Lesg than a generation ago there was not a single African
member of an Executive or Legislative Council in the Cen-
tral and East African territories. Today, the Africans’ goal
of effective African majorities in both governing bodies, and
universal adult franchise, is within sight. Only in Southern
Rhodezla is thizs doubtful.

What a contrast to trends in South Africa! The Cape
Franchlse and Ballot Act was introduced as long ago as 1882
to check the Increasing influence of African woters. They
were alleged to hold the balance in 6 out of 35 seats on the
Legislative Aszembly. Today, there are no representatives
of Africans in the governing bodies and no African voters.

British Government — Settlers — Africans

In territories under the British Colonial Office, there is al-
wavs the possibility of the combination of British Govern-
ment 4 Africans ve, Settlers, as an alternative to British
Government 4 Settlers vs. Africans.

In 1823 the British Government stated that:—

‘Primarily Kenya 15 an African territory, and His Ma-
jesty's Government think it is necessary definitely to re-
cord their considered opinion that the interests of the Afri-
can natives must be paramount, and that if, and when
those interests and the interests of the Immigrant races
should econflict, the former should prevail’

The Government had in mind a conflict between African
and Indian interests, and although excuses have been prof-
fered about the African's "political immaturity”’ ete,, to post-
pone the day of their advance, nevertheless African interests
are at long last becoming paramount over all others.

THE PATTERN

The pattern of constitutional advance to self-government
iz unfolding. In the Legislative Council it is from official
majority 4+ nominated unofficial minority, through official
mijority <4 elected unofficial minority, to official minority
+ unofficial elected majority. Finally the Executive Iz res-
ponzible to the elected members of the Legislative Council
and the Governor's powers are withdrawn altogether.

The zlx Central and East African territories are all near
the top rung of the ladder. The present stages reached by
some of them are as in the following table:—

Leg. Co. Franchise
Uganda African Elections of all represen-
majority. tative members on a com-
mon roll planned for 1961,
f Eur.,, § Aziag: 18 African.
Henya Unofficial rep. Some elected on separate

communal roll: some by
Leg. Co. sitling as an elec-
toral college:

18 Eur., 12 Aslan & Arab:
18 African.

Common roll for all races:
age, residence, lbteracy or
property qualifications,

majority over
Covernment
members,

Tanganyika 70 out of 71 =eats
won by T.AMN.1L
The last stage of
constitutional
development
bhofore self
government.

M. Rhodesia & cx. officio, Common roll with property
ibefore the 2 nominated or income gqualification; re-
new White  (including 2 cognised chiefs may vote,
Paper). African Ministers) Ministers of religion.
& 25 elected Special temporary roll with
members, lower qualifications,
Wives of the above may
vole on a simple Hieracy
test, age & residential gua-
lifications.

PaAsE TEM

Common roll for all races
with age, rezidence and
either income & literacy,
tax payment qgualification,
Pensioners, those holding
preseribed  posts, master
farmaers.

5 Govi. members
28 clected
mem bhers,

Myasaland
adopted
Aug. 1960,

In Southern Rhodesia all members of the Governing bodics
are white. The franchize is by means of a common roll, but
the qualifications are so designed that Africanzs are mostly
excluded. In 1954 there were 441 registered African voters
as against 48,000 European.

It iz appropriate here to quote the words of emancipation
and encouragement by Nyerere, Chief Minister, on the re-
sults of the Tanganyikan elections in August last years:

“The people of Tanganyika accepted our leadership, and
immediately began to think of themselves not as Euro-
peans, Indians or Africans, ar even as Wasukuma, Wama-
sai, or Wamanyamwezi, but as Tanganyikans. It is that
unity that has made it possible to reach this stage peace-
Fully.™

THE MONCKTOM REPORT

The African political parties in the Central African Terri-
tories have zet their faces reszolutely against Federation,

Their rejection of Federation before the Monckton Com-
mission was appointed was based on certain criticisma, and
the Commission's recommendations should be measured by
the extent to which these criticlams have been mel. On
balance the Africans have cerfainly carried more weight
than the settlers.

1. The Labour Party and the African political parties boy-
cotted the Commission because the terms of reference
did not include the right to secede. But the Commis-
sion did discuss this matter and recommended that ter-
ritories be given the right to secede after a further trial
period or after the granting of self-government.

2. The Commission rejected the possibility of holding the
Federation together by force and stated that it could
only continue “If it can enlist the willing support of its
inhabitants"' Bince the majority of Africans in the
Northern Territories, even the moderates, expressed
opposition to Federation (az admitted by the Commis-
gion) it iz obvious that vast concezsions would bave to
be made in order to win their support.

3. The Commission met the fear that Federation is holding
back the constitutional advance of the Territories by re-
commending that Northern Rhodesia get immediately
the same constitution as that agreed to by Nyasaland
at the Cooference in August ,1960. This gives an Afri-
can majority in the Legislative Council and an wnoffi-
cial majority In the Executive.

4. The 1957 Federal Constitution provided for the election
of 44 out of 59 seatz by Whites (apd therefore White
members), 8 Africans elected by Whites as well as Afri-
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cans {(therefore ‘stooges'), three more Whites with spe-
clal knowledge of African affairs and only 4 Africans
genuinely representing Africans. Moreover, the Afri-
can electorate numbered 2,000 as against 90,000 others..

The Commizsion recommended a Federal Assembly of
60, 10 Africans from each territory, 17 Whiter from
Southern Rhodesia, 3 from Nyasaland and 10 from Nor-
thern Rhodesia, and a frapchise similar to the new
Nyasaland one.

13 out of the 25 members of the Commiszion tabled re-
gervations on the question of Federal franchise, while
the minority report rejected it altogether.

THE MINORITY REPORT

The minority report. by Chirwa of Nyasaland and Haban-
vama rejected Federation absolutely; asked for a Referen-
dum based on universal adult suffrage to test their conten-
tion that Africans don't want it at all; demanded a Consti-
tution for Nyasaland and Northern Rhodesia similar to that
for Tanpunvika; demanded a two-thirda majority of Afri-
cans in the Southern Rhodesian parliament; and In respect
of the Federal franchise commented that ™ Parity” might
have been aceeptable to the Africans in 1953 but it is too late
now in view of the fact that Africans in the neighbouring ter-
ritories have achieved self-government.”

The minority report was prepared to concede a reserved
minimum number of seats for minorities, elected on a com-
mon roll, 82 & EMPOrary moeasure,

Interestingly enough, it inzists on franchise rights for
African women the same as for men. In the new Nyasi-
land Constitution, the vote has not been glven automatically
to women, but is left for the Working Party to consider. In
Uganda, In 1958, elections by secret ballot were tried out,
‘with great success’, 209 of the African women taking part.
Mot =0 long ago a reason given for the continuance of in-
direct representation of Africans by Whites was that ‘the

ballot-box is a method entirely foreign to native ideas and
guite unsuited for their use!

The Macleod plan, published az a White Paper, sets out
the latest proposals for the Northern Rhodesian franchize
and iz the crux of the present Northern Rhodesian crisis,

The plan provides for an estimated 45 elected members in
the present 22-member Legislative Council.

One-third would be elected by voters from an upper roll
{predominantly European), one-third from a lower roll
{chicfly African) and the remaining third would be electod
from a “'national roll" of both the upper and lower rolls com-
bimed.

THE CABINET

The Exccutive Council, or Cabinet, would congsist of three
or four officials and six unofficial members, of whom at least
two would be Africans,

CRISES AND CONCESSIONS

In their struggle for self-government, the Africans have
faced from Britain the same tactics as we know so well here
— states of emergency, detentions, deportations, imprison-
ment, bannings, shooling.

But in betweern the crises the British Government has been
prepared to discuss and to make concesslons.

African nationalism and Indian nationalism have become
powerful enough forces to compel recognition; opposition to
colonialism grows daily; the cemergence of Socialist states
hag altered the balance of power held so long by imperialist
countricy,

Mone of these factors were in existence in 1910 when
Great Britain, by assenting to Union, finally handed over the
government of Indians, Africans and Colouredz to Europeans
without providing for their political representation. 1860
in East and Central Africa is not 1910 In the Union.

Letter to the Editor

The Editor,
Fighting Talk.
Sir,

Rhodesian polities are certainly pecu-
Har, but Mr. Robin Farquharson's ver-
gion of The Central African Examiner's
policy under its new mangement and
editorship is even more peculiar — it
smacks of the malicious. He writes
{Fighting Talk. February 1861) that
The Examiner ‘generally takes the view
that some day, and with every care be-
ing taken not to go too far, it may per-
haps be desirable for some small conces-
gions to he made to Africans’.

In fact, as those of your readers who
alz0 sce The Central African Examiner
will know, we have consistently pressed
for the immediate and radical extension
of the franchise to Africans and for the
immediate abolition of all other forms
of unfalr racial discrimination. We have
#tressed that the franchize is the key to
political and racial peace and co-opera-
tion in the Rhodezins and Nyasaland,
and that the African movements are
right In posing universal adult franchize
ag their aim, We have, as an indepen-
dent journal of opinion, consistently ex-
pozed, analysed and condemned the re-
pressive side of government in the Rho-
desiaz and Nyasaland; we have al3o
given due weight to its positive achieve-
ments.

At the zame time, we have tried to
cxtend our understanding to the fears
and legitimate interests of the white min-
oritice, and have recognized, as have
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pther liberals and African Nationalist
leaders, that universal adult franchise
cannot be achieved overnight and that
the process of transition must be a phas-
ed one which takes into account the re-
alitiez of the present situation.

It is for being so bold that we have
suffered many withdrawals of advertis-
ing, though relatively few of subscrip-
tiong, which hawve increased on balance
and this month, for the first time in the
paper's history, passed the 2,000 mark.

JACK HALPERN.

Editor.

Central African Examiner,
Salisbury.

Robin Fargquharson writes: The Exam-
iner is doing a difficult job with cour-
age: | still feel that more stress on
radical immediacy and less on cauli-
ous qualification would better achieve
its aim.
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2nd DISCUSSION ARTICLE BY DR. H. J. SIMONS

SOUTH AFRICA’S POWER STRUCTURE

Dr. Abdurahman's presidential ad-
dress at the A.P.O. Conference of 1823
contained a prophetic passage. He
warned white people throughout the
Continent that their repressive policies
would ‘awaken the natiopality of col-
our’.

Starting in Egypt, 8 movement to
throw off the foreign yoke would sweep
through Africa. “There will then arise
the ery ‘Africa for Africans’ ... Then,
just as the past witnessed a great
scramble by Europeans for land in Af-
rica, so the future will see a great white
scuttle out of Africa’.

In a long article reviewing the ad-
dress, 8. P. Bunting in The Internation-
al agreed with the foreeast,’ but took
the doctor severely to task for having
said that the greatest enemy of the Col-
ocured and African peoples in the indus-
trial world was organised white labour.

Class and Colour

Having in mind the great Rand strike
of 1922, Abdurahman said that “the
greatest expoiters of coloured labour on
the Rand are the white workers, and
their ‘solidarity’ has resulted in our be-
ing kept down at unskilled work".

This, retorted Bunting, was false.
True enough, the division between
white and black In the Union roughly
seemed to <olncide with the real divi-
gion between economic classes, between
exploiter and exploited.

Race was not iteelf, however, the base
of exploitation, said Bunting. “It Is the
capitalists, not the trade unlonists, that
draw the profits and the dividends; it
is they that are the exploiters, the real
slave drivers.”

The dispute of those days continues
with unabated wigour and even greater
venom. What is the relation between
class and colour? What is the position
of the white worker, socialist or liberal
in the social system? Is the struggle
one of black and brown people against
all tne whites?

‘The debate carries on because the ls
sues involved have mot been settled. The
‘contradictions’ remain as they were in
the 1820°s. There has been no shift in
power relations since then.

A Single Society

Bunting's class theory finds an echo
in the pamphlets of the Socialist Work-
ers League and the Workers Democratic
League. BEoth claim that only the divi-
slon between capitalists and workers is
meaningful. HRaciall and . national divi-
sions are sald to be of secondary and on
the whole comparatively minor import-
ance,

Those who hold this view denounce
the Congress Alliance. They say that it
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In the first article in this serias
(Dacember 1960 issue) Dr. Simons
set out six basic propositions:

I South Africans of all types
form a single;, indivisible soci-
ety. Mo one group can isolate
itself from the rest now or in

the future.
z Ours Iz a multi-raclal and
multi-national ag well aszs a

class soclety. These categories
ara not inventions of the ruling
class, but real entities.

3 MNe one national community
can dominate the rest. Afri-
kaners cannot rule without the
English; Africans cannot free
themsalves through their own,

 Isolated efforts.

; 4 The disfranchised pecple re-
quire maximum unity among
themselves and with as large
a #ection of whites as can be
detached from tha white su-
premacists.

5 Unity can take the form of
single, non-racial organisa-
tions or co-operation between
raclal organisations. Differ-
rences of oplnlon on tha regpec-
tive merits of sach are legiti-
mate and should not be treat-
ed as acts of betrayal.

& PAC was not Justified In set-
ting itself up as a wholly Af-
rican organisation in complete
isolation from the rest of the
population..

glosses over class antagonisms, holds
hack the working class, and serves the
jnterests of the capitalists, African,
Furopean, Indian and Coloured, that do-
minate the Congreases.

Abdurahman's point of wview has
something in common with the approach
of the PAC and the NEUM. They deny
that white people can or will renounce
their privileges. Individuals may join in
the movement for national liberation,
but not any group or organisation.

Liberals and communistz are accused
of misleading the national movement
and diverting it from its historic mis-
gion of overthrowing white supremacy.
PAC is even more exclusive. It claims
that the struggle is one of African Ma-
tionalism vs. The Rest.

The Anti-Apartheid Front

The Congress Alllance has a pro-
gramme but no theory. Nationalista,
liberals, communists, socialists and the
adherents of Eastern and Western rell-
glons, even when in one kraal, have dif-
ficulty in reaching agreement about

themselves and their ultimate alms. They
combine in practice, in active struggle,
but not on theory.

All sections of the anti-apartheid front
agrea however on one principle. They
reject apartheld In any form.

They do not accept the notion of ‘sep-
arate development' any more than they
tolerate the mass of discriminating laws
and customs which make up the fabriec
of white baasskap.

The positive side to this rejection is
an insistence that all South Africans be-
long to a single soclety and must come
to terms with oné another as membars
of an Indivisible State.

In opposition to apartheld slogans
such as 'Bantustans’ and ‘ethnic auto-
pnomy’, the anti-apartheid front demands
equality of rights and status for all per-
sons of all racial and national groups
within the South African Republic.

The single soclety existe. It Iz not
just a concept or wvislon for tha futurs.
It Is real, and people who recognisa and
accept the reality have a bass for com-
mon action. But what Is the character
of the common society and how [s it to
ba reshaped? It iz in answering these
questions that profound disagreements
arise on the anti-apartheld front.

Determinants of Status

What seems to be needed iz a theory
of .the way in which power is héld and
maintained. What iz the ruling class
and how does it remain in power?

By power I mean the capacity to
make decislons and Impose them on
other people., There are different kinds
of power. FParents exercise authority
over childrem, employers over workers,
priestz over parishioners,

We are concerned with political power,
which is the kind of authority that be-
longs to the State and that governments
possess. The distribution of political
power s determined by the structura
of soclety.

Fersons of high status have more
power than persons of low status. In
our casze, status i3 determined. by one or
more of three criteria: colour (race),
langpage (nationality) and property
{class).

In society race is & means of classify-
ing people into unequal social classes or

. Soclologically considered, race
describes & group of people who are re-
garded and treated as a separate bio-
logical entity with a common ancestry
and who are assigned a higher or lower
status in relation to other similar
ETOUpSa.

Any group could form a ‘race' if so
treated. It iz common usage to describe
the relation between Afrikaans- and
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English-speaking whites as constituting
the ‘race problem’. But the descrip-
tion is incorrect and would be justified
only if one group had a higher status
than the other.

Bouth African legislation distinguishes
two main ‘races’, ‘white’ and ‘non-white'
in the enforcement of marriage and sex
rules, It recognises a varying number
of subsidiary ‘races’ for other purposes,
such as residential segregation, job re-
servation, education, and administration.

Bociologically speaking, we should
dist three ‘races’: white, coloured
(including Asians) and black. There is
a tendency to relegate the ‘colodred
race” to the same status as the ‘black
race’, but the differences between them
are appreciable. For one thing, the
*‘coloured’ are accepied as permanent in-
habitants of the *white’ areas’

MNationality constitutes the second de-
triment of status. The word describes a
group of people with a feeling of one-
negzs derived from a common language,
tradition and culture who desire egual-
ity with or dominance over other simi-
lar groups, either in a single multi-
natlonal tate or in separate nation-
states. Afrikaners form such a nation-
ality.

English-speaking whites are more dif-
ficult to classify because of their affili-
ations with Afrikaners on the one hand
#nd their country of origin on the other
hand. They possess, however, a wide
range of separate assoclations and in-
stitutions, their own literature, and na-
tional =symbols that distinguish them
from Afrikaners. They are in process
of acquiring the feeling of oneness,
largely in response to pressures from
Afrikaner pationalism.

Africans are still undergoing a transi-
tion from tribaliam, and are divided into
langpuage communities. But they also
are developing a definite national con-
sciousness. It 13 most evident in the
educated classes and urban population,
and constitutes the driving force in their
political organisations. African nation-
alism is an actual, though as yet large-
Iy embryonic phenomenon,

The Coloured have registed all at-
tempts to inculeate in them a distinctive
national consciousness. Highly diversi-
fied in both cultural and physical traits,
they have close affiliations with each of
the three nation-groups. In so far as
they can be classified, one may regard
them as being divided between the Afri-
kaner and English nationalities,

Bouth African Indians, on the other
hand, retain close ties with their coun-
triez of origin., They do not identify
themselves culturally with other ethmic
communities, and can hardly be said to
have developed a national consciousness.

Class Divisions

Class 1z a subdivision distinguished
from the rest of society by sameness of
occupation, income, education and stan-
dard of living. There {5 also an aware-
ness of having common interests which
are didgtinct from those of other classes.

South African classes are fluld and
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mobile. Persons move eagily from one
class to another within .each racial or
national group.

Colaur and natlonal consclousnass
tends to dominate class consciousnEss.
Class divislons cut acrazs raclal lines.
But there iz more soclal contact and a
greater identity of Interests (whether
real or assumed) betweean white empfGy-
ere and white workers than batwesn
white and coloured or black workers.

The rigidity of the racial divislons and
the operation of national differences re-
tard the growth of class consciousness
in all communities. The barriers also
get & limit on the development of class
distinctions among Africans and Col-
oureds

Whites use their monopoly of politi-
cal power to protect themselves againat
competition. Job reservation and simi-
lar barriers compress the range of mo-
bility in groups of inferior status. The
floor of the White class system is ap-
proximately the level of the artisan.
That tends to be the ceiling of the Afri-
can class system, in which the highest
point is that reached by members of thd
professions.

Some Africans and Coloureds have a
higher class status than some whites.
Thelr class position does not fit in with
their racial status and wviolates the sys-
tem of white supremacy. To correct
such ‘deviations’, the dominant whites
make increasing use of the law to re-
girict social mobllity among Africans
and Coloured,

The white worker's privileged posi-
tion makes him a member of the domin-
ant political class. He has a share of
political power, but not of economic
power. African and Coloured are ax-
cluded from both kinds of power.

Mationality and Class

The white worker achieved his pre-
sent status through struggle against the
capitalist class”” During the struggle he
acquired class consclousness, Some
groups of workers began to think of in-
ter-national and inter racial co-opera-
tion. Class ents began to cut
across national and racial divizions, and
threatened to undermine the solidarity
of national communities.

Afrikaner political and cultural lead-
ers reacted to thizs challenge in two ways.
In the 1920's they formed an alliance
with the white labour movement, then
dominated by English-speaking workers.
The partoership put Afrikaper nation-
alism in power and consolidated the
white worker's positior: of privilege in
the economy.

After the break up of the alllance,
Afrikaner nationalists denounced the
trade unions as ‘foreign’ institutions
which preached class war and interna-
tionalism in violation of Afrikaner tradi-
tions. Systematic and large-scale pro-
paganda persuaded Afrikaner wage
earners that they would best zerve their
interesta by linking up with the Afri-
kaner business men and intellectuals in
& national front against British imperi-
alleam and African nationalism.

Steps were taken simultaneously to
isolate the Afrikaner middle class from
the English, Home language schools,
unilingual universities, separate clubs,
professional assoclations and cultural so-
cieties combine with separate churches

to keep the two language groups apart.

This cultural isolation is as necessary
as racial segregation to keep Afrikaner
nationalism in a dominant political posl-
tion.

There is hardly an English working
class. The immigrantz who brought
trade unioni=sm and socialism” have dis-
appeared and their place has not been
taken by new Immigrants. The descen-
dants of the original stocl: have gone
to universities and not into factorles.
English (and Jewish) Bouth Africans
are middle and upper class,

In contrast, Africans, Coloureds and
Indlans are overwhelmingly workers or
worker-peasants. Their economic sta-
tus does not necessarily make them
class consclous. They cannot easily dis-
tinguish between natiopal or racial op-
pression and class exploitation, Indeed,
it iz doubtful whether such a distinction
exiats,

For these reasons thes working class
movement has made little headway.
Workers parties have not besn able to
isplate themselves from national move-
mants and have tended to submerge
their identity.

A working class consciousness can-
not emerge without an independent, self-
contained and autonomous workers
party.

The weakness of the labour movement
is the most serious flaw in the anti-
apartheid front. Only a soclalist con-
sciousness can link together the work-
ers who form the bulk of the population
and direct them to the sstablishment
of a democratic and equal non-racial
society.

In the abzence of a strong workers
party political movements are bound to
acquire an increasingly sectarian char-
acter and develop along national or ra-
clal lines.

Socialists of all shades of opinion

should regard the creation of a powerful
workers party as their main objective.

The Basis of Liberalism

Liberals will challenge this assertion.
They claim that their policles would
constitute the most favourable structure
for a free and equal soclety.

It might seem that the major sections
of the antl-apartheid front agree. The
Freedom Charter and Ten Point Pro-
gramme are really statements of prin-
ciples for a freely competitive capital-
ist society. '

Adequate attention has not been given

to the social and economic rootz of South
African liberalism,

It is basically the ideological manifes-
tation of English nationalism. This re-
lationship can best be shown by exam-
ining some of the Issues that divide
English and Afrikancr nationalism.

English-speaking South  Africans
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g liberal attitude to immigration,
both of whites and Africans. Afrikaner
nationalism disapproves of both. White
immigrants are favoured by one and
feared by the other because they are
Hkely to strengthen the English and
weaken the relative position of Afri-
kanerdom in the power structure. Afri-
can immigrants stremgthem the labour
force and are desired by the industrial

and commercial ﬂmwhuarepre-

dominantly English-speaking.

Afrikapers could strengthen

alism. But the

apeaking liberals.

A relaxation of the ban on

munity.

Since the English form a minority of
whites, they have less reason than Af- 3 CUSS the significance of the Pan-Afri-

rikaners to maintain rigid national and £ canist movement in the struggles of the

¢ voteless, yet I regard such a discussion

gain political power on thelr own. They ﬁa‘":::am;;:? unfair, at least at

. ent.
can only share power, either with Afri ” to be ted tnscads it the Baile
# ideology, policies and programmes of
# P.A.C. In the course of the discussions
% it might be necesgary to correct errors

45 % or even deliberate distortions of facts.
I
% leaders of P.A.C. are in prison and can-
= not effectively enlighten the African peo-

ties urge the adoption of the second § Ple Whenever maliclous propaganda is

of franchise 2

rights to Africans and Coloured would 2

bring about a change In the soclal struc- § Mman can destroy it.

ture and open the possibility of defeating % health of those who are keen let the dis-

% cussions go on.

racial divisions. They cannot hope to

kaners or with Africans and Coloured.

The main parties that have represent-
ed the English (Unionists, South Afri-
can Party, United Party) favoured the
first alternative, which left intact
basiz of white supremacy.

Today Progressive and Liberal Par-

course. The exteanslion

Afrikaner nationalism.
The comparative

in mining, manufacturing,

a laissez-faire economy which permits

sources in an open market.

are Lot readily available to them under
free competition.

Erglish industrialists dislike the pros-

rec State ald in ‘border’ regions.

new enterprises under conditions more
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their &
culture group by drawing on their na- g
tural allies, the Coloureds. As Is well 2
known, & movement exists to win the 2
Coloureds as allies of Afrikaner nation- &
main demand for the 2
‘integration’ of the Coloured in the &
white community comes from English- &

nter- %
marriage and other barriers that insu- 2
late whites from coloured would reduce 2
the wvalue of skin colour as a means of 2
classifying people and reduce the 2
strength of Afrikaners in relation to the 3
rest of the population. If Coloureds &
were given political rights they might 3
use them to support the English com- %

flexibility of the %
Enylish can be explained also on econo- ¥ nationalism and Pan-Africanism the art-

mic grounds. Holding the key positions £ icle by Dr. H. J. Simons is bad in that

COIMIMerce £

and finance, and controlling the greater £ believe, left out the most important les-

art of the national wealth, they prefer @
. " % true significance of P.A.C. in the strug-

of the maximum employment and free gle to liberate the black masses in South

circulation of human and natural re- 2

favourable to them than those encoun-
tered im established industrial areas.
Liberaliam, tharefors, is not a mersly
sentimental appeal for harmony in race
relations. It has a substantial material

basis In the sectlonal Interests of Eng-
lish nationalism.

But its appeal iz too narrow for it to
gain the support of the great mass of

the werking people. The bulk of them
would pot gain much in material com-
forts and lving standards under & com-
petitive capitalism.

Liberalism ecannot therefore provifde
an adequate substitute for a working
clags movement. But liberals have a
significant place in the anti-apartheid
fromt and should be welcomed as allies,

THE PAN-AFRIGANISTS

‘Looking for Allies is a slave-habit’
says ''TERRA"

This contribution was received in reply to the first discussion article
and Dr. Simons’ Point 6 {see the set of propositions on page 12).
FIGHTING TALK asked for contributions not to encourage mud-
slinging but to initiate a sober, reasoned discussion on the problems

of unity in the freedom movement.

This article departs from the

spirit in which we started the series and though we publish this con-
tribution, future articles should avoid slander and recrimination and
should probe the propositions on which the series is based.

Whilst it might be scholarly to dis-

There are bound

Now, as we . the more important

unleashed to the press.

However, P.A.C. built itself up 50 no
For the mental

From a person who supports African

it harbours a bias and has by design, I
song of the March campaign and of the

Africa.

What particularly disturbs i8 the state-

Afrikaners, in contrast, show an acute ment that “P.A.C. was not justified in

awarenesa of their relatively weak posl- Z seiting itself up as a wholly African
tion in the urban economy and look to @

the State to provide opportunities that ¥

organisation . . J*

In other words, the writers alleges

« that P.A.C. had no right in severing re-
% latlons with the A.N.C. in 1858,

Their contrasting attitudes arise part- 2
ly from their respective theories of &
apartheld and integratiom, but these in 2

turn sustain an economic interpretation. ¥ .ng jts brain-trust were faced with a

Z highly
pect of facing competition from faec- 3
tories employing low-pald workers and 2 the Nationalist section of the A.N.C,, the
# Africans in general were being taught to
Afrikaner business men, on the other ¥ worship the activity of the women as the

hand, welcome an opportunity to start

Before

we can discuss this article it is proper to
begin from 1968,

The individuals who left the AN.C.

organised bureaucracy that
thwarted every genuine initiative from

vanguard of the struggle; African na-
tionallsts were labelled raclalists and

were denied effective platforms at na-
tional conferences. What chances there-
fore had they inside the Charterists’ or-
ganisation? There was no alternative
but to walk out.

With regard to the C.0.D. and its sis-
ter organisations it is enough to say they
incite the A.N.C. against any organisa-
tion that supports nationalism.

The liberatory struggles in South Af-
rica have besn delayed unduly by a
South African slave habit or tendency
that waste time looking for friends or
so-called allies.

The white minorities must know and
the white supremacists must know that
P.A.C, had its own programme and that
programme had to be carried out. It is
therefore unrealistic to say "P.A.C. was
not justified in setting itself up as a
wholly African organisation,'

As far ag the writer's report on reac-
tions to P.A.C.'s effort, my answer is,
THE DUTY OF A DOG IS TO BARK,
g0 those papers did likewise., All thosa
reactions are irrelevant to the member-
ship of P.A.C. But as a bone over which
enemies of African freedom may waste
time they are lessons which serve a use-
ful purpose.

Stolen March?

There is yet another bad indictment
on P.A.C. "that it stole a march". I
quote the nauseating lines, "P.A.C. dell-
berately set out to steal a march on the
A N.C. which had announced March 31st
ag the date for its own campaign."” Here
the writer has falsified the facts. P.A.C.
used a tactic which has been rarely fol-
lowed in S8outh Africa, that of not mak-
ing the enemy wiser beforehand and
that of announcing its positive intentions
to the general public a few days before
action. Since the writer does not know
the real facts about P.A.C., he would be
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well advised to approach those who know
whenever he wants to make such dog-
matic statements, P.A.C. never delibar-
ately set out to steal & march on the
AN.C. Al it did was to carry out its
own programme almost to its mathema-
tical detalls,

If the writer was a reader of THE
AFRICANIST #fie would know that his
statement is far from the truth, If he
attended the A N.C. conference in Dur-
ban, he would know how the leaders
WwWere ata.mpedud into tﬂ]ﬂﬂg pugithre ae-
Tion.

“Warped Mationalism"

There is yet another distortion that
FP.A.C. levels two charges against the
AMOC, The AN.C. haz no destination,
it is idiotic to =ay it iz charged with
having failed to reach itz destination, but
one thing that the A N.C. has done (2 to
deceive the African people by saying it
is an African organisation whilst it is
in fact a tool of other organisations; it
deceived the Africans by saying it was
going to divide the land equally amongst
the workers and not amongst Africans;
“deliberately the A.MN.G. preached a
warped form of nationalism christened
‘“‘progressive nationalism” and not Afri-
can nationalism. By introducing the
worker theory as the unifying force, it
deliberately avoided the use of the Afri-
can and African natiopalism in unifying
the African people. That is the unfor-
tunate =ituation in which multi-racial
organisations find themselves. They
concentrate on compromizes to the ex-
clusion of positive actions based on their
ideclogies. The AN.C. in order to ap-
pear good to its white friends and min-
orities condescended even lower than the
devil and used terms such az Non-Whites,
Non-Europeans and I think one day it
will use ‘Bantu' to appease Afrikaner
nationalism.

The March Campaign Lessons

One important lesson was that P.A.C.
gtole the initiative from the whites and
sinee the days of the LC.IT. no African
political organisation has so successfully
outwitted the whites.

Another important thing iz that P.A.C.
has not only been recognised by the Af-
ricans but that the enemies of African
nationalism feel the existence of an
awakening national feeling which can-
not be taken lightly. The P.A.C. cam-
paign has spotlighted South Africa as
never before in the history of the sub-
continent. Only a fool can still hold to
the myth of keeping the native in his
place or of asking him to return to his
“homeland” the South African BSierra
Leone, termed Bantustans, It iz now
only a question of time before white sup-
remacy i3 carried out on stretcher to
the nearest hospital where it will breathe
its last. It is important too to note that
FP.A.C. has at least won the ideologlcal
battle amongst Africans that really
count.

Further, the campaign successfully
placed white political organisations and
the A.N.C. on the mirror of Pan-Afri-
canism.
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Further, the A.N.C. and its satellites
were clearly exposed and a treacherous
statement was made oo the eve of the
campaign by the secretary-general of
the AN.C. and it was acclaimed by all
whites irrespective of their political af-
filiations;— For instance, the Secretary-
General of the A.N.C. informed Mr. So-
bukwe by letter that the AN.C. would
not support this campaign. Which cam-
palgn? To end the pass laws.

Let me say the more important of the
resolutions passed at the 47th annual
conference of the A.N.C, held in Durban
on the 12th and 13th December, 18058,
dealt with two main matters: the econo-
mic boveott and the pass laws. A ma-
jor campaign against the pass laws
which would have several culminating
points was agreed upon. Arrangements
would be made for deputations to wait
upon local authoritiez and Bantu Af-
fairs Commissioners throughout the
country. P.A.C. decided to launch “de-
cislve and final positive action" against
the pass laws. The A.N.C. refused to
support this campaign because the ANC
worships the leadership of the whites
more than African leadership. Their
god-fathers would pot stomach leader-
ship by Africans. Why did the A.N.C.
gide-step the pass campalgn on which
they had decided im Conference in Dur-
ban? Who refused to co-operate in this
campaign? Was it the weteran white-
led AMN.C. or the amateur “irrespon-
gible'" and “naive” Africanists?

When the P.A.C, campalgn became in
fact a success the “White Chief" Lu-
thuli became hysterical, and saw the
dizappearance of his coveted glory — 3o,
he burned his dom-pass to give an excuse
that at least the AN.C. did something.

Let there be no mistake, the Africans
no longer require the servicez of privi-
leged “professional advisers and inter-
preters”. They are now dedicated to the
building up of the African personality
and the realisation of the United States
of Afrika, under the bannper of African
nationalism and led entirely by the Afri-
cans themselves.

"TERRA".

Perfect Writing
Instruments

Your friend
for life !

They said . . . in Rhodesia

I would annaxe the planeats if | could,
I often think of that. It makes me sad
to see them so clear and vet so far.'

CECIL JOHM RHODES.

“Your Majesty, what | want to know
from you is if people can be bought at
any price . . .

CHIEF LOBENGULA, in a
letter to Gueean Victoria.

‘In rejecting Federation with South-
ern Rhodesia we are not choosing be-
tween heaven and hell. Morthern Rho-
desla Is also hell, but the door of the
Federation hell will be more tightly bolt-
ed than the door out of the present hell.’

An African speaker at a
mass meeting in Mdola, on
the MNorthern Rhodesian
Copper Belt in 1953,

fI am satisfied that if all discrimina-
tion weare removed tha Africans to a very
large extent would be the greatest suf-
farers.”

EIR ROY WELEMNSKY, Rho-

desia Herald, March 17, 1959.

‘“Africans will be excused now If they
believe the British Government runs
from Salisbury.’

The AFRICAMN MAIL,
February 21, 1961.
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From Turfloop to Salisbury Islamd ccontinued rrom page7)

gcheme of one Indian, one Coloured and
three Bantu university colleges.

It estimated running costs for 1967,
when the collegez may be expected to be
fully occupled, as £71,188 per Bantu col-
lege and £73,8%4 per Indian or Coloured
College.

Bearing in mind that the amount of
money available will determine the ex-
tent of research carried out and the
quality of tuition provided ,it will be
useful to compare the running expenses
of some of the other universities during
1857

Witwatersrand ... ... .- .. 315314
Cape TOWR —. .. o coem o E713,667
Natal .- . e i i e — SAT2AT6
BRhod8E .. o v i ey i e 211,727
Fort Hare ... .o i £90,562

The above comparison discloses two
significant facts. First, the financial
provision being made for the Non-White
institutions is on such a niggardly scale
that the facilities offered and the stan-
dard of tuwition must inevitably be well
below par.

Second, Fort Hare will spend less in
1967 than in 1857.

The take-over by the Government will
therefore mean a reduction in the al-
ready restricted facilities and itz neces-
sary accompaniment, falling standards.

The above conclusion iz borne out by
reference to the Extension of University
Education Act, 1859;

Section 12: There may be established
at a university callege such facul-
ties and departments as may from
time to time be prescribed after con-
sultation with the Council.

Section 13 (4): The Minister may, af-
ter consultation with the Council,
in his discretion limit the number
of students who may be permitted
to reglister for any course.

The Act refers to a university coun-
eill but makes no reference to its auth-
ority or function. The council is to con-
gist of not less than 8 members appoint-
ed by the Governor-General of whom at
least 4 shall be appoloted on the grounds
of their special knowledge of or In con-
nection with university affairs. Simi-
larly, the Senate shall consist of such
professors and lecturers as the Minister,
after consultation with the council, may
from time to time designate. As the
appointments by the Govermor-General
are made on the advice of the Minister,
it iz clear that in these tribal universi-
ties, unlike in any other universities, the
Minister will choose the members of the
council and senate. And in respect of
the council, half or more of the mem-
bers may be persons who have had no
experience whatscever of a university!

Section 25 of the Act makes provi-
glon for two types of members of staff:
thoze who hold state postzs, and those
who hold council posts,

Incumbents of state posts are to be
civil servants In every sense of the word.
The Mipister appeoints, promotes or dis-
charges every holder of a state post.
The power to appoint, promote or dis-
charge persons employed in council posts
iz wvested in the council, provided that
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every appointment, promotion or dis-
charge iz first approved by the Minister,

A ‘consclence clause' prohibiting dis-
crimination or tests based om religious
belief i= normal in university constitu-
tionz. The Act, however affords no such
protection for members of the staff at
the tribal colleges. On the other hand,
there are detailled and elaborate provi-
gions dealing with the possible miscon-
duct!

In spite of the Minister's unprecedent-
ed powers of appointment and dismizsal
of staff members, such iz the confidence
dizplayed in the hand-picked men of the
Minister by the Government, that there
is to be no liberty of opinion and expres-
glon for profeszors and lecturers!

In 50 far as the students are concern-
ed, the Minister has the right to refuse
admittance ‘if he conriders it to be in
the interests of the universgity college
concerned to do 0. (Section 14). .The
Act further empowers the Minister to
make regulations, inter alia, for the ad-
miszsion, control and discharge of stud-
ents. Although these regulations have
not yet been framed, regulations based
on similar powers for Fort Hare offer
a useful guide: The following may be
regarded as samples:

No student or froup of students may
vigit any other institution without the
parmission of the Rector and of the
institutions concerned, and then only
on such conditions as may be deter-
mined.

Mo gtudent or group of students may
no person or peérsons not uynder the
Jjurisdiction of the university college,
may ba upon the College grounds as
visitors, or visit any hostel or other
building of the institution without the
permission of the Rector or his duly
authorised representative, and then
only on such conditions as may be de-
tarmined.

The above rulez illustrate the status
of the students and how far that status
iz from that of a student at any other
university in the world.

In the course of a speech on "“Tha
Case In favour of Apartheid” Professor
L. J. du Plessiz said in London on the
l4th October 1957:

“Control of new instiuttions by Gov-

ernment Departments is renderad ne-

cessary by the fact that the Govern-
ment initially supplies all the funds
and that a responsible authority Is
neaded TO PREVENT UNDESIR-

ABLE IDEOLOGICAL AND OTHER

DEVELOPMENTS (my emphasis)

such as have lately disturbed non-

white educational institutions not di-

rectly controlled by the Government.”

This speech was made at a symposium

to which he had been invited by the
Manchester Guardian . Professor du
Plessis is a personal friend of Dr. Ver-
woerd and other Cabinet Ministers, He
puts it negatively, out it is clear that he
considerg that the Government's purpose
in the application of Apartheid in higher
education iz ideological and this he is

attempting to justify.
There is overwhelming evidence that

the Government's alm s ‘indoctrination
for servitude' in so far as the education
of the Non-White South Africans are
concerned. In rejecting thiz type of
education, it is natural that alternative
ways of obtaining higher education
should be explored.

THE WAY OUT:
Matal's University
Education Committee

Az a result of the Confereance held in
Matal last December, a University Edu-
cation Committee (Matal) has been set
up one of whose tasks is to assist stud-
ents in pursuing alternative courses of
study for university degrees.

Students are being invited to enrol
with the University of London as exter-
nal students., They will first be required
to do the General Certificate of Educa-
tion at the advanced level in order to be
admitted to the University of London.
Thiz will take 14 months, Thereafter,
they will proceed to the B.A. or B.Sc.
(Econ.) degrees,

The standards of the TUniversity of
London are high, certainly higher than
the Universtiy of South Africa degrees
being offered by the Balisbury Island
college. The London degrees are recog-
nised not only in South Africa but also
in most parts of Africa, and are con-
gidered more valuable than the Univers-
ity of South Africa degree. The cost of
these external courses will also be lower.

The Committee planz to supplement
the correspondence courses by a system

of tutorials based on a panel of lectur-
erg in Durban. In addition a central
library iz planned and suitable premises
are available. Btudents will use the lib-
rary as a reference library and will ba
expected to study there all day. Attach-
ed to the library will be a refectory run
by the students.

Though this whole scheme originates
in the Indian opposition to the Salisbury
Island college, the alternative facillties
will not be run on racial lines. They
will be open to students of all groups
and a number of non-Indlan enrclments
have already been recelved.

Steps will have to be taken to over-
..ant. problems posed by the Group Areas

A large number of lecturcra of the
University of Natal and others have
volunteered thelr services. There will
be no problem in finding competent tui-
tion. Funds are being raised both In
Bouth Africa and outside. Books are
already collected to equip the library.

The Committee has undertaken a dif-
figult and onerous task. It has not the
resources of the Government. It Is cer-
tain that the Government will use its
powers to cripple and destroy its wven-
ture. But it Is confident that If the stu-
dents and parents remain steadfast It
will be successful In its central alm.

Printed by Paclfic Presz (Piy.) Ltd.,
302, Fox Street, Jeppe, Johanneshurg.

FIGHTING TALK. MARCH. 1961.



