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WINMER OF THE ‘FIGHTING
TALK' COMPETITION.
Our congratulations to Mr. Blam
of 20 Pine Avenue, Fordsburg, Jo-
hannesburg, who won the competi-
tion sponsored by ‘Fighting Talk’.
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A Letter from London

A GLIMPSE OF DU BOIS

Walking up the stairs of that house
in morth-west London it seemed you
were golng right into the attic but the
flat of the bearded African painter
from Nigeria was spacious enough, and
gerves a2 the headguariers of the Com-
mittee of Africam Organizations asso-
ciated with the French journal *“Cul-
ture Africaine.’

Through the cigareite smoke 1 could
see the powerful figure of Basil David-
zon, also Dorls Lessing and Sylvester
Btein, about the only Whites present.
The rest were Africans and Indians
standing about in =mall groupz. Bul
to see the real “bride-groom™ you had
to push wyour way right through the
room, and there, perched on a sofa, sat
Dr. Du Bols, Negro scholar, historian
and political fipure who fathered the
first Pan-African conference at the
opening of our century. Next to him
wus his writer wife, Shirley Graham,
both of them just back from thelr visit

te China.

Mow and Lhen one or two members
of the assembled group would squeeze
himself on to the sofa next to Dr. Du
Boiz and say a word or two, 1 too was
taken up to be Infroduced.

Suddenly the beared African artist
banged on the table and drew all at-
tention to h'ms=elf. The ceremony had
started — the farcwell to the Du Bois'
who were returning to Amerien. A
middle-aged Indian colleaguc of Dir, Du
Bols then took over and elevated Dr.
Du Eoiz to the ranks of the world's
“ereats” with inspired oratory, re-
calling the £2 years of the doctor's
scholarship as represented by a whole
new erid.

Mext Bhirley Gruham tried Lo con-
vey the tremendous impression made
by ther recent irip to China and Afri-
ca. She talked of the plane flight over
Cairo fowards sunget, “the Nile wind-
inz down fioa the sea like a8 golden
gtroam sceming to pont the way fo
Caira"; of & wisit to the lomb of Lhe
Mardi, the Sudanese national hero “and
the prople showed me where thz BEritish
threw him into the Nile to feed the cro-
codiles”; and then of the Accra con-
ference "where those youmpEr men sat
and planned the future.”

Well, well, if old ladies are so in-
gpired, s0 much more were we, A
Young girl placed a bouquet In SBhirley
Graham's arms as she =sat down.

Dr. Du Bois apoke from hiz seat, his
head almost resting on his chest, the
goat beard there on hiz chin as all his

h_ ==

pictures show him.

He spoke of the change that had
come over him since his visit to China,
He had always had convictions on the
way the future would be — now he
knew exactly which was the right way.
People in China were accomplizhing
what he mever thoughti man could ac-
complizh. *“The Africans will have to
work hard, We all work hard in our
day to day work, but the Africans will
have to work harder.”

Then ecame guestion time and a hiot
of the esteem in which Dr. Du Boiz is
held by theze MNop-White intellectuals.

Detailed advice was sought on the
varlous problems of the West Indies
and their future. A young lady asked
Dr., Du Bois to map out the path for
the newly formed Pederation of the
Caribbean. She seemed wvery proud of
what had already been achieved. "Your
main trouble there = that indusiry
controls the government. Unless it is
ithe other way about there's bound to
be a crisis time,” sald Dr., Du Bois.

British Guians wanted to invite the
Doctor and Paul Robezon (o settle (he
differences between the Indians and
Nogoes.

Someone wanted to know if Marcus
Garvey could not be regarded too a5 a
great Africanist. Thiz was a touchy
point because Mre, Marcus Garvey was
present. Dr. Du Bois did say that he
did not wuant to make any criticism
gimee when he did so in the case of
Booker T. Wash'ngton's education
schemes, he was charged by some with
jealousy. Bul Garvey's mistake, he
raid, was that he tried to fight organis-
ed capital on itz own terms.

Mrs. Marcuz Garvey stood later in
Lthe evening Lo say that Garvey's “Back
to Africa" call was right to the extent
that he belicved that the Negro would
be respected only if his African past
wis regpected.

Time marched on until Dr. Du Bois
sald he would answer one more gques-
tion. A young woman from Sierra
Leone asked If Moral Re-armament
had the same motives in Africa as the
Church.

The old Doctor became very worked
up. “T lose all logic when it comes Lo
Moral Re-armament. It is the agent
of big induztry. You voung Africans
must have nothing to do with it.”

By now it was nearly midnight and
an evening in the presence of a4 hum-
ble but great Old Man came to an end.

TENNYSON MAKIWANE,

I s e e
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SOUTH AFRICA —

— ON THE NEW TRIBALISM —

BANTU AUTHORITIES AND THE

Since the innovation of the Bantu
Authorities Act and its implementation
in the Tranzkel, important changes have
taken place there which are unknown to
the great bulk of the people.

The Tribes of the Transkei

The system of Bantu Authorities has
brought with it recognition of only those
people who bow down to the chiefs and
headmen who are themselves the stooges
of the Govermment. Numerous indivi-
duals have been appointed *“*Chiefs" by
the Government and the country has
been zoned on the basis of ethnic group-
ing. Each tribal group has to have one
recognised Chief. There are certain
groups that are not distinet tribes as
such but clans. For example the ama-
Behele have been given a tribal author-
ity and a Chief haz been recently ap-
pointed by the Government. If you fol-
low closely the history of the tribes, you
find there iz none known as the amaBe-
hele,. The amaBehele belong to the
Fingo tribe and, if there were not some-
thing special up itz sleeves, the govern-
ment would not split If like thiz from
the main group of which it is a part.

Tha main aim of the Government is to
weaken the powers of the Paramount
Chiefs. So petty Chiefs are singled out
te be given powers over certain groups
80 they will In turn defy the Paramount
Chiefs and claim independence or au-
tonomy over their areas. This is tha
ghape of the divide and rule policy. Tri-
balism is revived. Similar schemes have
been devised for the amaNdungwane of
the Tembus, the amaJumhba, the ama-
Hleke of the Xhosas.

Tribal, District & Regional Authorities

Onee the Government has re-arranged
tribal groupings to suit itz plans, a num-
ber of locations are amalgamated to
form one Authority and people are sum-
moned to the “Great Place” where the
chief nominates from among his men
those who will be in the Authority as
councillors, The Native Commissioner,
too, has his nominees. The people are
allocated some representatives but all
theze Councillors must receive the final
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TRANSKEI

by F. THEMBELIHLE

approval of the Minister, and the official
nominees outnumber those elected by the
people. From the members of the tri-
bal authorities — there ecan be two or
more tribal authorities in each distriet
— & dizstrict authority iz elected.

Two or more districts form a Regional
Authority. The senior chief in that Re-
gion becomes the head of the region and,
in terms of proclamation No. 180 of
1956, such a regional chief can be made
paramount over those Districts. For ex-
ample Chief Victor Poto of the Western
Pondoz was made paramount chief of
his area though in actual truth he iz of
the right-hand House of the Pondo tribe
and junior in rank to the hereditary
Paramount Chief Botha Sigeau. A
similar thing has happened in Tembu-
land. Sabata is the hereditary Para-
mount Chief of all the Tembus but in
terms of the proclamation, Chief Matan-
zima can claim and in fact is already do-
ing so0, paramountey and complete inde-
pendence of the real Paramount Chief.
Chief Poto can decide with the Western
Pondoz what to do without consultation
with Chief Botha and Chief Kayser Ma-
tanzima can do likewise with the Emi-
grant Tembus. Theze two examples
show clearly how the solldarity, cohe-
slon and onaness of big tribes has been
broken down and is being split up fur-
ther by these Tribal Authorities.

From the reglonal authority we get
to the territorial authority which is
formed by members of the regional au-
thoritles from all over the Transkei.
These authorities then are the “People”
of the Transkei with whom the Govern-
ment speaks of consultation.

There are of course districts which
never had hereditary Chiefs and in such
districts the Government has created
Faramount Chiefs to suit their pur-
pose. Umzimkuln Distriet for example
has a regional authority on its own al-
though there one finds a mixture of
people from varlous tribes in one dis-
trict,

Tribal Courts

The Transkel as a whole has been
divided into 9 Regions, headed by § Re-
gional Chiefs, All these, irrespective

of their educational qualifications have
been granted ecivil and criminal jurisdic-
tion over the people in their areas. The
petty Chiefs who are heads of Tribal
Authorities have been given the power
to try civil and criminal cases. The Re-
glonal Chiefs have jurisdiction over the
smaller authorities in their areas,

¥et the court of appeal from both the
tribal and regional authorities is the Na-
tive Commissionar. This is an important
anomaly purposely provided so that any
petty chief who is not In favour of pay-
ing allegiance to the Regional Chief can
order his people to appeal to the Native
Commissioner's Court. Before the ad-
vent of the Eurcpeans, the Paramount
Chief's Court was the final court of ap-
peal from the smaller courts.

Mine Telegrams

When this Aect was still a bill being
piloted through Parliament by the Min-
ister of Mative Administration and De-
velopment, senlor officials of this de-
partment toured the entire Transkei to
hold meetings at the Great Places of the
nine regiomal chiefs. Their man aim was
to bluff the chiefs and the regional au-
thorities into accepting the bill. Top
officials of Minister De Wet Nel's De-
partment spoke at length In praise of
the Development of Self-Government
Eill.
The wusual procedure was that he
would then advise his listeners to send a
telegram approving the Bill to the Min-
ister. Bo pine telegrams were sent from
the Transkel, which, by their way of
thinking the Government felt had achiev-
ed a thorough consultation with the peo-
ple of the Transkel.

The New Territorial Head

As soon as the Transkel had passed
the transition stage, that is from the old
Bunga system to the present Bantu Au-
thorities system, there was need, in
terms of the proclamation, to replace the
Chief Native Commissioner who was al-
ways the Territorial Head, with a Black
man. There was a meeting of the nine
regional chiefs in April to elect this

{(Continued at foot of page 4)
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SOUTH AFRICA

‘THE SLEEPING SICKNESS

The deportation of Mr. Henry Barzl-
lay has taught South Africa a valuable
lesgon: that the Press in this country is
not ready vet to defend itas freedom.

Every single newspaper should have
taken its stand uncompromizingly in
support of Mr. Barzilay; instead, with
few exceptions, they satisfled themselves
with the mild rebuke "that this-was-a-
gilly-thing-to-do.

Mr. Barzilay's misfortune was that he
wasg & free-lance correspondent, sending
hi= television films to an assortment of
overseas companies, but not enjoying
official accreditation to any one in par-
ticular, ;

That was why he was chosen as th
first vietim. As the "Rand Dally Mail"
pointed out, he was vulnerable, He had
no Influential employer at hand to pro-
test on his behalf,

The Danger Signs

Any newspaper that treasured its
freedom, would have spotted the danger
signs Immediately. Instead of being
lulled into the bellef that it-cannot-hap-
pen-to-me, it would have realised that
the Government was working its way
from the fringes inwards, and that at
the centre of the target lay the mass-
girculation English-languagé Press in
SBouth Africa.

This was elementary reasoning, but
even after 11 years' of the most feroci-
ous attacks on Preza liberties, the Eng-
lish-language newspapers were still so
smug and cosy that they could oot, or
would not, recognise the danger signs,
Snobbishly, they decided that Mr. Bar-
gilay was expendable.

The Foreign Correspondents’ Associa-
tion, too, to its eternal disgrace, aban-
dopned Mr., Barzilay without a murmur
of protest, on the grounds that he was

F

THE FREE
PRESS
AND
MR. BARZILAY

by GEORGE IRWIN

not one of their members (the principle
of Freas freedom,’ apparently, was of
no concern to those trained observers of
international politica); and it was left
to the South African Soclety of Journal-
isis and to its President to gound the
note of warning.

As an example of Press apathy, it
was pathetie. The whole affair has
“blown over'’' now and, tut-tutting over
their whiskies-and-sodas, the Editors
have returned to their grooves.

MNext Victims

How many more victims will the Gov-
ernment claim before the English-lan-
guage Press decides, at last, that the
attack is in earnest and that its liberty
iz in jeopardy?

Mr. George Clay, Africa correspob-
dent of the London "“"Observer,’” has been
refuged an ufﬂr.-.la.‘ identity ecard. A
Btockholm journalist has been refused
a visa. These two cases occurred at
ithe same tlme as Mr. Barzilay's depor-
tation. My, Clay's colleagues In the
Forelgn Correspondents’ Asaociation are
sending a deputation to the Minlister of
the Interior, but if the deputation be-
haves in the spirit of the last Foreign

NEW TRIBALISM . . . .
Centinuad from page 3.

Territorial Head. Prior to the election
there was much manoeuvring by the
N.A.D. officials for the elections of the
“right man''. Officlals are suspiclous
that the Chiefs may not all toe the
Government's line properly. There were
four possible candidates: the two FPondo
Chiefs and and the two Tembu Chiefs,
Omne of each made way and the two can-
didates were finally Chief Botha Sig-
can and Chief Victor Poto of West
Pondoland, Interestingly this was a
Transkef version of a MNationalist—1Init-
ed Party contest because Chief Poto i=
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a great friend of U.P. Senator Camp-
bell and the U.P. therefore plumped for
him, while Chief Bigeau iz following
the bidding of the Government. In the
election Chief Botha Sigeau got five

" wotes against the four cast for Chief

Victor Poto. He will hold office for one
yvear but will be eligible for re-election
a5 the nine rotate the office of Terri-
torial Head among themselves. Official-
dom was at ease bedause their man had

won the rubber and they start the first
official wvear of the new Transkel Ban-
tu Authority with a firm hand guiding
the steering wheel of the car at the head
of thiz official convoy.

Correspondents’ Association . mesting,
then Mr, Clay can expect little eomfort
from this quarter. Ag for the Stock-
holm journalist, his case has already
been buried.

Thers is little doubt that the new anti-
Press campaign |s the outcoma of a
Cabinet decision. The Press has hinted
as much. The deportations, therefors,
will not stop with Mr. Barzilay.

Unless every foreign correspondent
and “stringer” (part-time correspon-
dent) has been successfully intimidated
{which 15 unlikely), there will be more
deportations, The Government will
move on to blgger game, Having decid-
ed on such A drastic cure as deporta-
tlon, there is no purpose in drawing the
line at any particular correspondent.

Unless the forelgn correspondents and
“stringers” are completely naive and
without backbone, they will now be re-
grouping thelr forces in preparation for
the next assault, which assuredly must
come,

And what about the local newspapers
and their employees? They have re-
ported the ravings of Nationalist politi-
clans agailnst the "Engelse pers" for
more than a decade. They can have no
fllusions about what is in store for
them. They give no Indication, however,
that they are worried, or that they are
determined to flght for their remaining
liberties.

Lost Liberties

It must be remembered that the Eng-
lish-language Press in Bouth Africa has
already lost many of its lberties. Le-
gislation ls partly te blame, but auto-
censorship is alse a major factor. The
tendency to “play safe”, and to avoid
“grusades” and vigorous campalgns,
such as characterise newspapers which
are aware of thelr freedom and are de-
termined to exerclse it, ha= made the
MNationalists' job so much easier.

Unless the English-language Press in
Bouth Africe wakea up to the new
threat to its freedom, and organises it-
self in defence of this freedom, 1t ,too,
will go the way of Mr. Barzilay not

~ into deportation, but into decline as one

of the main Fulwarks against Nationalist
aggression,

For all its shorteomings, the English-
language Press in South Africa has play-
ed a wvaluable role in the fight against
Nationalist tyranny, If it organises it-
self, and serlously defends its freedom,
it is strong enough to achleve victory.
But there 12 no time to loge!
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BASUTOLAND . . .

AFRICA

ON THE EVE OF THE
ELECTIONS

by RUTH FIRST

With Basutoland's firsl clections justi
three months away, the only mass po-
pular party of the territory, the Basu-
toland Congress Party, chief instrument
and yet chief critic of Basutoland's wd-
vance o self-government I blazing
awny al electioneering in remote consti-
tuencies of this mountainous, inacces-
aible country. Simulianecusly it car-
ries on strong battle against electoral
and local government machinery which
not only rocks ithe already welghted

scales against the Congress Party, but
also vioclates the spirit of the London
talks which paved the way to this first
phase of self-government.

Thess days critice are swift to rush
in to pronounce Africans and newly in-
dependent African states “unfit™ and
“inexperienced” to handle “democracy.”
What flaws there will be in this first
stage of self government in the heart
of southern Africa will not ba of the
making of the Basuto.

4

NTEU MOKHEHLE
Basutoland Congress Party.

The Parties in the Campaign.

HBest known and most important of
the contending parties in the field are
the Basuloland Congress Party and the
Basutolund National Party, though In
all six distinct grouping= have emerged,
some of them with seemingly little
prospect of surviving for very long.

The Basutoland Progressive Associa-
tion, led by Dr. Masma, is devold of di-
rection, yet regards itself as the intel-
lectual elite and is hopeful of the sup-
port of Basutoland's traders

CHIEF LEABUA JOMNATHAN
Basutoland National Party.
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The Marema-Tlou Party has Beepepe
Matete as its leader and he is predicted
to be the only candidate likely to be re-
turned for his party since he is the chief
in hi=s constituency.

There has been talk of a Basutoland
Labour Party, but Llittle evidence of it
yel in a country where there is no in-
dusiry, unless those who hope to found
such & party are hopeful of receiving
financial backing from the British La-
hour Party.

Lekhotia La Bafo, the old Basutoland
peasant organisation i= still led by Josiel
Lefela, grand old patriot who has con-
sistently fought for the independence of
his country and people. Unfortunately
Lefela’'s leadership and activity are now
almost confined to the one district of
Teyateyaneng and there is little party
life distinct from Lefela’s campaigning.
Lekhotla la Bafo has always been the

champion of the rights of the common-
Ers.

The Basutoland National Party is the
child of the chieftainship (though the
chieftainship is divided and many sup-
port the BCP) and the powerful Catho-
lic Church without whose backing it
would make little impact in the election
campalgn. Leader of the party is Chief
Leabua Jonathan of whose role CONM-
TACT (Liberal paper edited by Patrick
Duncan) has written “that the Chief-
tainship has come out of the present
constitutional discussions with so much

is perhaps due to him as much as any-
one.” Catholie groups in Basutoland

had previously started a Christian-
Democratic Party but this was aban-
doned and props shifted to the B.N.P.

Catholic priests are reported to be open-
ly campalgning against the Congress
Party, warning congregations and school
children of the dire threat to life and

order Congress will bring, and using
fear and superstition to build up resist-
anceé 1o the message of Congress speak-
ere,

Thea Basutoland Congress Party
{transformed inio a political party from
the Basuioland National Congreass onoe
the road to self rule lay open) is out-
pacing all comers with vigorous cam-
palgning in the field and none of the
other parties have been willing or able
to challenge ita policy at any of its meet-
ings. B.C.P. leader Nisu Mokhehle's
participation in the Accra Conference
and election to the council of the Pan-
African movement have done much to
sirengithen Basutoland's ties with free-
dom movements in other parts of the
coptinent and to broaden the range of

BCF policy at home.

Congress has more to offer Basuto-
land than all the other parties put to-
gether, above all a perspective for ad-
vance from the present embryonic stages
of self rule to direct elections for the
Basutoland legislature on the strength
of an alliance betwesn commoners and
the more advanced and democratic
chisfa
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AFRICA

The New Constitution

Basutoland's new constitution has
now been formally approved by the Bri-
tish government and the country's first
legislative council, to be known as the
Basutoland MNational Council, will meet
next February. Of the 8 members of
the Council, 40 only are elected by in-
direct vote, the other half being made
up of four (White) official members, 22
principal and ward chiefs and 14 chiefs
nominated by the Paramount Chief.

Basutoland has been diveded into 162
constituencles, forming nine administra-
tive districts, and the successful consti-
tuency candidates will meet on nine dis-
triet counecils, probably in mid-January,
to form the electoral colleges which will
elect their 40 members of the National
Coumeil.

All tax payers over the age of 21, even
Whites provided they are British sub-
jects, who have been resident in Basuto-
land for at least six months will be en-
titled to vote in the area where they pay
taxes. The voters' rolls are now being
compiled by indlvidual registration on
the roll, and the summoning of mass
“pitsos” where the tax register books
are avallable for checking on those elig-
ible to vote.

Proxy Yoting

The voters' roll is expected to Lotal
gomething like 185,000, of whom a large
number will be Basutos working in the
Union, for between one-half and one-
third of the territory's adult male popu-
lation = away from it at any one eime.

For these Basutoland taxpayers out
of their country but entitled to vote a
system of proxy voting has been devised,
which has proved to be one of the im-
portant pre-election bones of contention
with the British administration.

Ballot papers will not bear the names
of candidates to be marked with a X.
Instead voters will have to drop a hallot
paper into the ballot box bearing the
name and ldentifving colour of the can-
didates. The many thousands of volers
in the Union will have to send their vot-
ing papers to electors at home in Basu-
toland with a request to them to drop
the voting papers in the box of the can-
didate they nominate, as their choice.

This system, excused by the admini-
gtration as & method of avolding the
complicated procedures of a full scale
postal voting organisation has come un-
der heavy fire. It is wide open to abuse
and there is no check that the wish of
the voter will be carried out. It is a
haphazard and hit-and-miss affair. A
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proper system of postal voting might
need topline organlsation but it would
be better to have such a system some-

what imperfect than a procedure which
could miscarry so grossly in the wrong
handz. B.C.P. representations against
this proxy voting method appear to have
been rejected out of hand by the Ad-
ministration,

Local Government Crisis

Overshadowing the forthcoming elec-
tions, however, has been an aven more
important crisis which brought the two
main party adversaries in the field, the
BCP and the BMNP, together to sign a
joint memorandum to the High Com-
missioner. Significantly, too, four of
tha five members of the Basuto delega-
tion that took part in the London nego-
tiations for the new constitution signed
this document.

The representations centred around
the draft electoral laws for the coun-
try, the extension of diamond mining
rights to Union prospectors, the appro-
val of a riotous assemblies proclamation
rejected by the Basutoland Council and
promulgated despite itz opposition; and
the demand for the sacking of the Resi-
dent Commissioner, Mr. Chaplin, a South
Africa,

The Draft Local Government Procla-
mation wviclates in every one of its BO4
paragraphs the spirit of the London
talks and the British White Paper issued
as a result of them.

The laws establishing logal govern-
ment aré a matter for the Basutoland
Mational Council, when it meets in a
few months' time, the Congress Party
insists. The Cowen report envisaged
the Distriet Councils being not only elec-
toral colleges for the MNational Couneil
but also the organs of local government
under the conirol of the Mational Coun-
oil's Executive.

It provided for the nmominated mem-
ber of the Exccutive Council in charge
of chieftainship being in charge also of
local government, and provided for a
Local Government Commissioner to be
a linizon advisory officer to the Nation-
al and District Counecils; but the Com-
mizsloner of Local Govermment to be
appointed in the draft proclamation is
responsible not to the MNational Council
or its Executive, but to the High Com-
missioner. The Commissioner's powers
are extensive: the making of regulations
to control local government finance, the
approval of distriet council resolutions,
control of the methods of election of
council chalrman, and a host of others,
Vasting the Commissioner with such ax-

ceéssive powers makes him a state within

a state, insists the BCP adding: There
can navar be tweo bullg in one kraal.™

A Commissioner with such extensive
local government powers can use them
to thwart the proper. growth of local
government In Basutoland and make
nonsgense of self-rule.

Pulling no punches, these objectors to
the form of local government devised in
the proclamation made also the demand
that diamond contracts made without
the consent of the people be regarded as
walved, and the Resident Commilssioner
be removed from his post. Basuto-
land weighed in again with election pre-
parations, but with an uneasy ear cock-
ed to hear the result of the objections.

The constitutional documents would
be revised, it was agreed, but barely had
the detalled representations been made
to the High Commissioner when it was
announced that agreement had been
reached "between Eritain and the Basu-
to about draft constitutional instru-
ments.”” “The Basuto” have by ne
means agreed, the issue is far from set-
tled and Basutoland is still waiting for
the next move from the High Commis-
sioner,

With 40 of the B0 seats in the Na-
tional Counecil filled by chiefs and offi-
cials before even the first election com-
test result the Congress Party, even if
iL swept the board could not form a
Congress movement ruling im the heart
of southern Africa. Yet already it is
clear that the Congress Party will de-
cide the pace at which Basutoland ad-
vances to fuller self-government. It Is
alert and on its toes to see that the spi-
rit of the London talks is not mocked
in the enactments that must give this
phase of self rule reality, and In this
the B.C.P. will laad not enly its own
members, but all patriots. And even
us thiz constitutional advance was ne-
gotiated in the only southern African
territory where the absence of white
landowning rights made advance more
rapld and painless than, say, in its fel-
low Protectoratez of Bechuanaland and
Swazilland, the Basutoland Congrosa
Party was already focussing on the
next step ahead. No date has yet been
suggested for Basutoland's full respon-
gsible self-government but MOHLABANI
editor Mr. B. M. Khaketla has already
flown a kite. 'Why not 1968 the cen-
tenary of Basutoland's assoclation with
the British Crown, he has asked?
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The Pan African Freedom Movement of East African Countries (PAFMECA) held a conference at Moshi in Tanganyiks
during September. We print extracts here of the opening address delivered by JULIUS NYERERE, leader of the Tanganyika

African MNational Union.

Independence, Only Independence

When we met at the Zanzibar Con-
ference im April this year, a resplution
was passed which was to the effect
that it is the policy of PAFMECA that
all the PAFMECA countries should
achieve responsible government before
the end of 1860, In some guarters we
have heard the word ‘extremizm' at-
tached to that resolution. What is is all
this business of extremism? Africa's
impatience to govern itself is an im-
patience based on a principlée — that no-
body has a right to govern the continent

af Africa, or any section of Africa, avan -

for one minute. Thiz is a principle, It
ig not a principle because we happen to
be black, or we happen to live on this
hot continent of Africa. It is a human
principle anywhere in the worid. I
would be surprized If the British inwit-
ed some people — invited, say, the Rus-

zianz — to govern them for five min-
utes! I would be surprized about the
British. T would say "“What has hap-

pened to the British people?" Because
the British are lovers of freedom. 1
would be surprised at any country of
gane human belngs clther lnviting an-
other people to go and govern them, or,
having congquered them or ruled them
for many years, asking them to remain
in their country for another five or ten
more years, Now I am saving, our
fight for Independence is a fight based
on & principle that mnobody has the
alightest ‘right' to govern us.

So that the natural thing, the most
moderate thing, to expect from an
African group is to say “Independence
Now." There is no tampering with
a prineiple. You can't tamper with
& principle and say “Blavery iz bad",
and then zay “except for the next ten
years”. That is perfectly absurd. So
if colonialism iz bad in principle, it
iz bad in principle.

How does it happen that we who be-
lieve thiz sit down and pazs a rezolution
that we want the achievement of respon-
gible government for our PAFMECA
countries before the end of 19607 Firstly,
we have in mind certain practical diffi-
cultiez, and because of those difficulties
we say let us achleve at least the right
te povern gurselves before Independence;
and we say '1860'. We would expect;, In
the Africa of 1959 — not the Africa of
the Berlin Conference — we would ex-
pect people to appreciate that this reso-
lution itself is moderation; that this re-
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PAFMECA Resolution |
on the Boycott of
South African Goods

Thiz Conference of FPAFMECA
held in Moshi on 9th September,
1859 in accordance with the reso-
lution passed by the First All Af-
rican Peoples' Conference at Ac-
cra in December, 1958 calling for
economic =anctiomz against the
Union of South Africa, and being
aware of the steps already taken
by the African National Congress
in boycotting certain products and
goods produced in South Africa;

DO HEREEY RESOLVE:

To call for a general boycott of
all goods produced in South Af-
riea,

To address a letter to heads of
Btates throughout the world draw-
ing their attention to the grosse
abuses to human rights currently
prevalent in South Africa and eall-
ing on them to help institute a
worldwide campalgn of cconomie
sanctionz against South Africa.

To call on the Independent Af-
rican States especially to;

(i) Enforce economic sanctions

against South Africa.

(ii} Help African Organizations
in their effortz to implement
the boycott.

(ifi) Appeal through the United
Nations to all nations to join
in the campalgn agalnst I
Bouth Africa.

To call on the Labour mowve-
ments in East and Central Africa
to prepare and submit a detailed
plan for a boycott by all the trans-
port unions of all goods to and
from Bouth Africa.

To call on all importers' and ma-
nufacturers’ agents to support the
boycott campaign by ceasing any
activities that may help to market
goods from South Africa in any
part of East and Central Africa.

solution Itself is a sign that we of this
Conference here, and of the Zanzibar
Conference, want to give a chance to
some Doubting Thomases to see that
our impatience to achieve Independence

— the right to govern ourselves — has
nothing to do with driving out the
Asiang from Tanganyika and Kenya and
Uganda; has nothing to do with driving
out the Buropeans from Tanganyika and
Eenya or Uganda or Zanzibar, or any
other FPAFMECA country; that we want
to prove this — if the Doubting Thom-
ages are still doubting — while the
Union Jack is still flying on our own
countries. We want to show this while
the =taff of the Colonial Office iz still
there. And we want to prove it. The
thing I cannot understand is for respon-
sible people to go out and accuse us of
extremizsm when in actual fact what we
are trying to do is to comvert the ex-
tremists who think we should not gov-
ern ourselves. Convert them because
we believe conversion i3 better than co-
ercion.

We of the older PAFMECA countries
are dealing with one Colonial office.
That zame Colomial Office iz granting
responsible gpovernment to Somaliland
next year. Quite frankly, that Colonial
Office should tell us a fairly strong rea-
son why they should not grant us res-
ponzible government next year; for it is
the same Colonial Office. What iz this
hig discrimination between Somaliland
and the PAFMECA countries — that iz
Tanganyika, Kenya, Uganda, Zanzibar
and all these countries here?

Az to the new PAFMECA countries
(that is, Ruanda-Urundi and the Belgian
Congo), I think Ruanda-Urundi, as a
Trust Territory, should go ahead as ra-
pidly as any other; and the Belgian Con-
go — one of the richest countriez in
Africa — certainly cannot be accused
of poverty. There iz a sense in which
I think we can =2ay that the Belgian Con-
go is feeding Belgium; that Belgium is
much more dependent on the Belgian
Congo than the other way round. We
cannot really say that the Belgian Con-
go iz 2o economically poor that without
Belgium it would collapse completely;
that would be carrying an argument to
absurd extremes.

Africa wanting to govern itself has
nothing to do with enmity with anvbody.
Africans have a great sense of humour.
They fight thizs battle knowing they are
going to win. They are absolutely cer-
tain of their success. They fight it
laughing and smiling, while the other
chaps are getting ulcers. It doesn't

{Continued on page 16)
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THE REDISCOVERY OF AFRICA

A FACTUAL APPRAISAL OF

Is the Negro a man without a past?
Not many years have passed since the
world outzide took an affirmative ans-
wer more or les2 for granted: to what
point, indeed, will be easily remembered
by those many Africanists who watched
the stubborn efforts of Melville Hersko-
vits — and notably in his boel, The
Myth of the Negro Past — arguing that
the answer should be no.

But now of recent vears, in the wake
of the colonial hurricane, there emerges
& new approach to the whole guestion.
It is imcreasingly realised that the cul-
tural contributions of African peoples
to the general history and progress of
mankind were not limited to interesting
works of art, whether in wood or ivory
or in bronze or gold, but comprehended
a wide range of political and social
achievements that were none the less
important or remarkable because they
were ignored or lttle known. It is seen,
indeed, that these works of art that so
many Aszianz and Americans and Euro-
peans have now admired were not the
more or less myrterious products of a
soclal vacuum, but, on the contrary, the
ornament and attribute of early African
civilizations.

This reassessment of the African past
occurs when many African peoples
achieve new positions of independence
in the world, and when their wvoice be-
gins to be heard at the United Mations
haadquarters and other places where
governments and nationz meest.

These middle years of the 20th cen-
tury may be remembered for many
troubles and upheavals, and for risks and

dangers greater than any that humanity
had ever run before: on the side of
good they will also be remembered as
the central years of African emancipa-
tion. And they mean, of course, much
more than a purely political emancipa-
tion — much more than that some 80
million Africans, within a few years
from now, will be governing themselves;
they mean, ag well, an intellectual and
moral emancipation, a breaking down of
obstacles that have stood between Afri-
cang and a sense of full equality with
the rest of the world, and of harriers
that have helped to izolate these Afri-

can peoples from the gemeral family of
man.

Pre-European History

Enquiry into the course of pre-Euro-
pean African history iz an important
aspect of this reassessment. It is the
work of many scholars and speclalists
in many lands. International scholarship,
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these past ten or twenty years, has join-
ed together In a common effort to make
good, as well as may be, much of the
mutilation that was done to African re-
pute through four centuries of slaving
and apother century of imperiallist rule.
And what is happening now is that the
fruits of all thiz patient work and pains-
taking research are now being gathered
im.,

Let me offer one small but typical ex-
ample. For the last twenty years the
gtandard British work on East African
hiztory was that of Sir Reginald Coup-
land, who devoted some forty pages to
the pre-European past. Last year one
of Britainzs' leading university presses
decided to commission a multi-volume
history of British East Africa; and this
will devote a whole volume to the pre-
European past.

There is almost no African territory,
however outwardly, silent and remote,
that has falled to produce some coniri-
bution, however small, to the vivid and
compelling pleture of African history
that is now beginning to emerge.

Bome colonial governments — in Bri-
tish territories, notably those of Tan-
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ganyika and Southern Rhodesia — have
paszed ordinances for the safeguarding
and maintenance of anclent monuments,
They have at last begun to glve money,
little but precious, for the subsidising of
museums and research., They have be-

n to appoint salaried specialists in the
ﬁ:h:ls of history and archaeology. In
French territories the ploneering lab-
ours of M. Monod and hiz co'leagues
of the Institute Francais de 1'Afrique,
at Dakar in Senegal, have lald bold and
golid foundations in thizs new soil of in-
terezst and enquiry. The Emperor of
Ethiopia, in a land po often barred to
archaeology in the past, haz shown him-
gelf magnanimous and enlightened. The
Government of the Republic of the Bu-
dan, ine y aware of itz rich im-
heritance from anclent Kush, has em-
barked on the building of what promises
to be one of the preatest museums of
all Africa. The government of Ghana
has endowed a chair of archaeol at
Apgcra. Buch examples could easily be
multiplied.

OUR PAST

And now African scholars, working in
African univergities, have themselves be-

n to take a hand. Nothing more clear-
F:.ru shows the progress that I8 being
made, and may Increasingly be made,
than the way in which the history of the
medieval Nigerian kingdom of Benin is
now being sought and written. Three

arg ago the British and Nigerian gov-
Icrﬂuments joined with the Carnegle Foun-
dation to award a sum of 42,000 for
team research into the story of medieval
Benin; and the leader of this distinglizh-
ed team iz an African, Dr. K. Onwuka
Diké of Ihadan University College.

‘Homo sapiens” may first have seen
the light in central or east Africa. For
some thirty years now, Africa has yleld-
ed discovery afler discovery revolution-
ising sarlier concepts of the remote orl-
gine of humanity; and the work of men
like Dart, Breuil and Leakey has a much
more than purely African significance.
What now becomes possible is to sketch
the outline of the comparatively recemnt
pre-hislory and history of large regions
of Africa: the record, that is, of the
pre-medieval and medieval centuries that
came immediately before European con-
tact and penetration.

It is this that is really new — this
assertion that Africans went through
successive, distinctive, and knowable
phasea of growth and development in
the fifteen or twenty centuries before
the Eurgpean records of Africa become
frequent and various. Reassessment of
the African past, in the sense that |
have spoken of, is essentially the un-
ravelling and writing of the history of
the African Metal Age in the lands that
lie to the south of the Sahara desert.

With a mastery of metals

came victory over Nature

Let us try and summarise the core
and heart of this great matter, Late
Stone Age peoples on the lower reaches
of the Nile, and in nearby reglons that
were much more fertile then, thrust their
way into history in about 3,000 B.C.
when the "first dynasty” of the Pha-
roahz took power in the delta of the
Nile, This great forward step in nor-
thernmost Africa, Interwoven with the
comparable achievements of peoples in
the Near East and the Mediterranean,
acted and reacted as the centuries went
by on lands to the South and West. Its
influence spread southward up the Nile
and there, reacting on the peoples that
it found, stimulated and helped to create
the eivilisation of Kush — of that re-
nowned kingdom of MNapata and Meroe
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whose kings and queens would rule in
more or less continuous succession for a
thousand vears after about 800 B.C.

Itz influence aslo spread westward
along the southern shorés of the Medi-
terranean: Phoenician Carthage, found-
ed in the ninth century B.C., helped to
gtimulate and create the Libyoo-Berber
civilisations of northern Africa. And,
thirdly, these ancient civilisations of the
Mear East and of Egyvpt produced in the
gouthernmost tip of Arabia — that Ara-
bia of the Queen of Sheba whom Solo-
mon knew and loved — another region
of high civilisation; and from southern
Arabig this clvilisation of antiguity des-
patched its settlers and traders and war-
riors acrozs the Red Bea into the Horn
of Africa, and it8 mariners and colon-
ists down the longz ecast coast of what is
now Somaliland, Kenya, Tanganyika,

and Mozambigue,

These ploneers and thelr mastery of
metal-working and of other material
techniques did not move Into a void.
They moved into a land that was peopl-
ed then, if thinly, by several branches
of the human family to which anthropo-
logistz have awarded the names of
Bushman, Negrillo, Hottentot, Negro
and Hamite. Now the origins of these
people of continental Africa are obscure
and confused. They too, apparently, had
moved southward across the continent,
coming perhaps from outside it, in cen-
turies beyond calculation.

Probably the Bushmen and the Negril-
los — the pygmiez — were the first of
all the surviving peoples of Africa to
inhahbit the land. Some of them survive
today in & more or less Stone Age sim-
plicity: there are groups of pygmies in
the ecentral forests of the Congo, and
Bushmen in the wastes of the Kalaharl,
who live only by hunting and fishing and
collecting food.

Perhaps the Hottentots whom the
earliest Duteh settlers would find at the
Cape of Good Hope in 16852 — were Lhe
next to arrive., At some time after
about 5000 B.C. — but nothing of this
is clearly known — the people who we
know as MNegro and Hamite began to
emerge, multiply, and follow the earlier
migrants in a generally southward direc-
tion. As they wandered acrozs the con-
tinent these later peoples, often mingling
with earlier peoples whom they found,
worked out new ways of living., They
invented tropical agriculture. They be-
gan to settle and raise new crops.

At a time that was shortly before or
after the beginning of the Christian era
these peoples of the southern continent
began to mine and smelt iron, and to
make more efficient tools and weapons;
and with this they acquired a new and,
as it would prove, revolutionary control
over the material environment in which
they lived.
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AFRICA
The Last
2,000 Years

It is is from about this time — from
about 2,000 years ago — that the peo-
ples of the continental heart of Africa
begin to multiply and form their present
major groupings.

It iz from then that the the largest
of all of Africa's existing human groups
begins to spread into and populate the
empty or near-empty forests and savan-
nah2, This group is ealled the Bantu;
but the term has little or no racial =sig-
nificance, being a linguistie term for all
these many peoples who speak a clozely
related language. Racially the Bantu
are the product of intermingling owver
long periods of time between Negro and
Hamite and Bushman and Hottentot.
Physically, therefore, they vary greatly
among themselves; but all their lan-
guages go back, more or less obviously,
to a common root. ‘We do not know the
origing of thiz root.

Thus it is the last 2,000 years that
emerge as the formative period of most
of the peoples of continental Africa.
This Is the period of their Iron Age.
Some authorities prefer to call this their
Metal or Palasometallic Age, because,
although knowledge of ferrous metal.
lurgy was the decisive influence; Afri-
can peoples also knew the working of
several other mingrals, including gold
and copper and tin. In time, too, some
of them worked axtensively in brass and
bronze; but they never knew, as ancient
Asla and Eurcpe had known, a Bronze
Age that made a long distinctive period
of development before their Ilron Age.

MNow it 15 in studying this Metal Age
— or, more narrowly, the fifteen or six-
teen centuries before European contact
along the coast — the present research
is principally and dramatically engaged,
Advaneing along three different but re-
lated llnes, history and archaeology and
anthropology now begin to bring their
findings together and to offer a coher-
ent picture that was invisible only a
handful of years ago.

Anthropology in Its wide sense —
comprehending the study of language
and instilutions — haz embarked on a
sysiematic recording of the oral history
of a slgnificant number of African peo-
ples. Archaeclogy has at last turned
its attention to some of the major site-
regions of the continemt. And history,
working against the background of this
growing knowledge has renewed its
study of written soureces, which, for the
medieval peripd, are mainly in Arablc,
FPortuguese, English and Chinese.

New translations — edited with the
new and fuller knowledge of the zt
twenty years — are now being puhﬂ:h-
ed or prepared of several classic works,
guch as the first century A.D. Periplus
of the Erythraean Sea (in Britain) and

the 16th century writinge on the West-
ern Budan of Leo Africanus (in France).

The Central African Archives is colla-
borating with Arguivo Historico de Mo-
zambigue in the editing and publication
of zome 15,000 hitherto unpublished do-
cuments from the librariez of Goa, Lis-
bon, and the Vatican; and these, when
they finally appear, should throw much
new light on early European contacts,
Joseph Needham, in hi: monumental.
study of the history of sclenece in China,
has meanwhile devoted part of his sixth
volume — due for publication in the
not distant future — to Chinese mari-
time technology, and im so doing, has
ghown how great was the Chinese con-
tribution to that Indian Ocean ftrade
which had Its western terminals on the
East African coast.

African archaeology has had import-
ant successes In the past few years,
Mauny and Thomassey have gone far
towards completing the excavation of
the ancient eity of Kumbi Saleh, prob-
able site of the capital of medieval Gha-
na. Lebeuf and Masson-Detourbet have
uncovered the remarkable bronze-using
civilisation of the Bac people of early
medieval Chad. WVercoutter, in the Bu-
dan, has completed a preliminary list of
gitez of the imposing civilisation of Kush.
Other French specialists have continued
the investigation of early Ethiopia.

In East Africa, Mathew and Freeman-
Grenville have listed anclent and medle-
val sites on the coast of Kenya and Tan-
ganyika, while Kirkman has excavated
the late medieval ruins of Gedi, near the
Kenyan port of Malindi. Further to the
north, in Italian Bomaliland, Cerulli and
Grottanelli have thrown important light
on early settlementz and migrations om
the coast and coastal islands. Through-
out this large region there iz good hope
of progresz, if funds are forthcoming,
not only of writing the history of the
coastal cities and trading stations which
flourished in pre-BEuropean times but
alzo of dizcovering much more about the
nature of their suppliers and markets in
the hinterland.

Findings of History

and Archaeoclogy

Coins and durable imports such as
china offer hopeful means of dating
these many stone ruins of the coast and
interior. *I hawve never im my life,” re-
marked Sir Mortimer Wheeler after a
fortnight's vigit to Tanganyika in 1855,
“zeen 20 much broken china as I have
geen in the past fortnight along the coast
here and the Ellwa Islands: literally,
fragments of Chinese poreelainm by the
ghovelful . . . Im fact, I think It iz fair
to say that as far as the Middle Ages
are concerned, from the tenth century
onwards, the buried history of Tangan-
vika is written In Chinese porcelain.”

To the southward there is fresh ef-
fort at uncovering the story of another
great complex of stone ruins — forts and
huts and vast hillside terrace systems—
that stretch over several thousands of
square miles in Bouthern Rhodesia and
neighbouring lands. SBummers has late-
ly completed an initial survey of the
stone ruing of Inyanga on the Rhodesian-
Mozambique border; and now, with Ro-

(Continued at foot of page 10)
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Eighteen months ago, we published in these columns an impassioned aftack by Franee's greatest

living writer, Jean Paul Sartre, on the systematic torture of Algerian patriots.

“In 1843 wrote

Sartre, “in the Rue Lauriston (Paris headquarters of the Gestapo), Frenchmen iwere screaming in
agony and pain; all France could hear them. [In those days, one thing seemed impossible in any cir-
cumstances: that one doy men should be made to seream by men acting in OUR name.

“There iz no such wovrd as impossible” wrote Sartre, “In 1958, in Algiers, people ave tortured sys-

tematically and regularly.

thin votees trickle through the silence.

ghe had the exeunse of being gagged.”

There is no excuse —
for torture!

Eighteen months, And in  that
time, despite the thin trickle of
French volees raised in protest, the
torture has spread from the jails of
Algeria to the jails of France. There
g no such word as Impossible,

There iz a group of Algerian stud-
ents awaiting trial in a French pri-
gon, Their testimony of the lortures
used against them has been published
in a book called Gangrene. The Look
has been seized and banned by the
French Government, but still it elreu-
lates under the counter. Im it they
charge that they were tortured in
Paris police headquarters, under the
orders of and in the presence of Di-
rector of Police Wybot. They charge
the same foul sadism that Henrl Al-
leg charged against hiz jailers in Al-
geria — clectrodes fixed to their ge-
nitals, heads immersed in water mix-
e¢d with urine, merciless beatings —
against which Bartre ecried out =o
forcefully. One hundred metrez from
the jail lives President de Gaulle, who
speaks of the ‘peace of the brave' and
remains silent in the face of torture.
His trusty Minister Debré dismisses
Gangrene as “a dishonest fairy tale
without the slightest wvestige of
truth.” And Police Chief Wybot has

managed for the fourth time, to post-
pone the trial of the students who
were arrested in December of 10588
He knows that in court the accused
will hecome the accusers,

Mothing is imposzible, not in &
dirty war. On May 22nd, Lawyer
Ould Aoulda, Algerian, member of

Farlinment and one of the lawwers
for the studemtz of Gangrene, was
shot and killed as he left his office.
Aopuida was no stranger to political
torture, Almost a vear hefore, he
hiad defended a worker who complain-
ed of beatings and torture by eleciri-
city and water in the Paris suburh of
Argenteull while held by the police
for "guestioning." - Afterwards he
had written to Minister Malraux:
‘Sinee you propose that Francolz
Mauriae and Albert Camus go to Al-
geria to inguire about torture, may I
suggest that they simply go to . . .
the police commissariat at Argen-
teuil 7' The morning after Aouida’s
murder, seven other lawyvers due to
appear with him in defence of the
Gangrene students received identical
letters =aying ‘YOU TOO"; the let-
ters were numbered from tfwo o
eight. There was no numhber one.
There have been no arrests,

g a3

Everyone knows thiz iz so, but almost no one talks of it. At most a few
France iz almost as mute as during the Occupation, but then

"During the war” wrolte Sarire,
“when the English radio and the clan-
destine press spoke of the mazzacre
at Oradour, we watched the German
soldiers walking inoffensively down
the street, and would say to ourzelves:
‘They look ke uz. How can they act
a5 Lhey do?' And we were proud of
ourselves for not understanding.

“Today we know there was noth-
ing to understand. ‘The decline has
been gradual and imperceptible. But
now when we ralse our heads and
look Inte the mirror we =ee an unfa-
miliar and hideous reflection: our-
selves.”

That was eighteen months ago. The
decline has been gradual and imper-
ceptible, the war in Alglers is produc-
ing the new Gestapo, with the rubber
truncheons, the whips, racks and fin-
ger-nail pincers, with torture and
murder as its weapons of terror, The
thin wvoices of protest and outrage
cannot halt the deecline. It is time
for the world to save France from its
shame and Algeria from itz hell by
demanding more strongly than ever
that the ‘dirty wdr' be stopped, that
France negotiate with the Algerian
government.
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REDISCOVERY . . . .
Tontinued from page 9

hinson, is working on the foundations of
the great walls at Zimbabwe in the hope
of finding out whether those tall ruins
were built on the site of a previous and
more humble culture, or whether the
first settlers were also those who built
g0 well in stone. A full H=t of all the
gitea that archaeologlats have looked at
in the past twenty years or so, and arc
looking at now, would fill many pages.

Pago Ten

Africans will play an inereasingly blg
part in dizcovering the truth of their
own past, Yet this great task will re-
main an international endeavour. Occa-
sional conferences on African pre-history
and history have proved, over the past
few vears, how much can be gained from
the pooling of knowledge and the wide
dizcussion of problems. They have sti-
mulated public interest, and helped to
create an atmosphere that is favourable
to more inmtensive research,

Even 80, we are only at the begin-
ning of this search for the history of
pre-medieval and medieval Africa. Be-
yond the harrierz of ignorance we may
glimpse an historical landscape that is
thick with cities or strong stone settle-

ments and loud with the din of ports
and ocean-going shipping, that glitters
with old armies and the pomp of states
and empires and is restless with the rise
and fall of dynasties and powers.
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A Reply To Some Critics

NEHRU: The Prisoner In His Own House

There always have been, and probably
always will be, people who will selze on
any stick with which to beat the Con-
gress movement. Latest attempt by the
weekly “Indian Opinlon®, claiming to be
acting as Indian patriots, as carriers of
the Indian national tradition, and sup-
porters of Pandit Nehru, is to use the
border dispute between India and China
as their stick. Why, they ask, does the
Matal Indian Congress, not speak out in
anger against the Chinese actions In
Bhutan and Bikkim? They suggest
that the MNatal Indian Congress is sel-
ting out in opposition to the Nehru pol-
icy and thus to the main stream of In-
dian opinion.

These people distort the policy and
position of Nehru. They wview affairs
not with Nehru's eyes, nor with the eyes
of the maszs of Indian people here or ip
India, but with the eves of the extreme
right-wing faction in the Indian National
Congress, No one can ignore the fact
that such a faction exists.

It draws its strength from amongst
the wealthy classes of India, from those
sections who hate and resent the devel-
opment of state enterprises in the eco-
nomic life of the country, from those
who resizt and oppose every attempt at
land and agricultural reform, from thoze
who would llke India to develop intern-
ally az another of the great states of
private enterprise such as we have seen
in the hey-days of capitalism in the
west.

Mehru and his supporters have made
their aims clear. They see for India a
type of sociallst fulure. They work for
the development, side by side with pri-
vate enlerprise, of a vaslt state ar "pub-
Lie" sector of Industry; they scek the
reform of landed privileges and some
measure of redistribution of the land;
they aim at the upliftment of the masses
from their poverty and ignorance and
oppression; in a4 word — the ‘welfare
state,’

in the and, these views are irrecon-
cilable; one or other must prevail. But
for the time being these two wviews of
India's future are contained within a
single Congress Party, headed by MNaehru
but powerfully influgnced by the right
wing. Those who refer so glibly to the
Nehru Government's policy would do
well to remember this division, which
shows itself in every critical decision of
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the Government and of the Congress
Party. It has revealed itself, for ex-
ample, in the startling contrast between
the government's agricultural reform
programme on paper, and its achieve-
ments in reality, The good intentions
have been stultified by right-wing oppo-
gition wand obstructionism. On paper,
India should be well on the way to pros-
perity; in practice vast parts of the coun-
try are on the edge of starvation, en-
demie famine and food rioting,

Kerala

The same division revealed itself yot
more clearly in the events leading to the
suspension of the properly elected and
constituted government of the State of
Kerala. The Kerala agitation and vio-
lence agalnst the Communist administra-
tion started with the right-wing of He-
rala itself — with the Catholic hierar-
chy of the state whose grip on the edu-
cational system was threatened by re-
form measures, It rapldly extended into
an all-out azsault on the administration’s
agricultural reform measures and its
measures to end communalism, AL a
press conference on June 10th, Pandit
Nehru stated that he was entirely oppos-
ed to achool picketing in Eerala or else-
where, that he was disturbed at the com-
munal feeling being whipped up by the
antl-government agitation, that he op-
posed any unconstitutional aection to
overthrow -a constitutionally elected
Miniztry. This, if anything, represents
the "Mehru line.” But not all the Con-
gress party toe that line. Inapired by
the right wing, Congress elements in
Kerala joined in the violent campaign to
overthrow the Government; pressed by
the right wing, Nehru acquiczced in their
actions; finally, dragooned by the right
wing, Nehru called upon the Prealdent to
slgn the Proclamation destroving the
Ministry in Kerala and thus undermin-
ing the whole democratic and constitu-
tional basls of the Indian state. 8Six
wieeks before, he had declared:

2o far as 1 am concerned I do not
propose nor intend nor look forward to
nor expect Government: falling down

except  through normal democratic
procosses "

But in this, az In many other things,
Mehru is not a completely free agent;
he iz also the agent of hiz party, and
sometimes, the prisoner of itz extreme
right wing.

‘Western Bloc

The divisions of right from left in the
Congress Party show themselves aven
more clearly in the field of foreign re-
lationg. The MNehru Government has

founded its foreign policy on the basis
of peaceful and friendly relations with
other countries, on the Panchsheela “five
principles” of peaceful co-existence —
on agreement with Peoples' China. It
has doggedly refused to be drawn into
any military bloes, or inte any military
adventures. But such a policy does not
suit the book of the Congress right wing.
The right wing has powerful ties abroad.
It has financial and economic ties with
foreign Imperialism, especially Amerl-
can. It looks to American financial aid
for the development of the “private sec-
tor'" of Indian economy, and also as an
alternative to the aid from neutral or
gocialist countriez with which Nehru
seeks to develop the “public sector.”

Thoze who accept — or wish to aec-
eept — American economie ald must
accept also the policies and commit-
ments which — in American eyes —
makes them fit for ald. Willingly or
unwillingly, the Indian right wing has
been prepared to accept it; it has
been prepared — in the teeth of po-
pular opposition — to accept Ameri-
can bases on Indlan territory. It has
been prepared, despite popular oppo-
gition, to lend itself to the adventur-
ists of the “cold war” against the so-
cialist countries and especially st
China. For its purposes, Ti and
the border dispute with China have
come as grist to the mill.

Sharp Contrast

No one who takes the trouble to fol-
low what really happened over these
two izsues can fail to be struck by the
gtark contrast between Mehru's gener-
ally =zober and statesmanlike approach
te both, and the hysterical, viclent and
warlike tones of the right wing and its
press, such as the “Times of India.” One
doez not have to share Nehru's views of
the Tibetan issue nor his view of the
Eerala troubles, nor of the border dis-
pute with Ching and with much of what
he had to say one can differ. DBut his
anproach to both Tibet and Bhutan was
that of the statesman following out his
own proclaimed policy of settling by ne-
gotiation dizputez between nations. On
the other hand, hiz eritics of the right
wing have approached both izsues as a
means to stirring up discord and a war-
like situation between Imdin and China.
and furthering the cold war encirclement
of China by hostile atates,

Thia article does not here debate the

{Continued on next page)
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whole of elther of these issues, but the
truth about Nehru's policy on these mat-
ters must be rescued from the distortions
and half truths that have been put about
by the right wing. In a debate in the
Indian Parlinment, Nehru lashed eritics
who called for a gshow of foree onm the
matter of Tibet, He defended the 1964
agreement, whereby India recognised
that Tibet forms part of China.

“I have no doubt in my mind” he
gaid, "that the agreement we made
with China with to Tibet was a
right agreement, and we shall stand
by it . . . There is no question of that
agreement having been broken. It
lasts: it functions'™, and later in the
same debate: “The question arises
whether we should adopt that (cold
war) technigue or not . . . I think
that neither that policy nor that way
of expression which may be called the
cold war expression i8 right for our

I cannot judge of what
is happening in Tibet. I do not have
the facts, meither does anybody in
this House, except broadly =zome odd
fact here and there . . ., It is a mat-
ter of conslderable copseguence that
China and India should be friends,
should be co-operative, It does not
mean that they should go the zame
path, but they should not cross in
each others way; they should net be
hostile to each other; it is neither
good for India nor China' He at-
tacked wigorously those in his own
party, for example, who suggested
<alling an international conference fo
take steps against Ching, and to re-
store the old order in Tibet.

Unwilling Ally

This is one side of the picture. But
there is of course another; that is the
gide in which Nehru s dragged, no
doubt unwillingly, into the intrigues and
anti-Chinese, anti-peace manoceuvres of
the right wing. It is of this other side
that the Chinese ‘People’s Daily’ re-
marked:

“Nehru on the one hand obviously
has major contradictions with many
disreputable characters in that alli-
ance (of the 1.8, State Department,
Syngman Rhee, Chiang Kai Chek and
India's reactionary Praja socialists and
Jan Sangh parties.) and understands
their plots and tricks detrimental to
India, and to Bino-Indian friendship
and to MNehru himself; on the other
hand he has involuntarily been pushed
by that alliance into an important role
in their so-called sympathy-with-Tibet
movement, enabling them to look on
with glee like someone watching tig-
ers fight from a hill-top."

In regard to the border dispute with
Ching over Bhutan and Sikkim, looked
at objectively from this distance, there
geems to be Uttle in this dispute to merit
the ferocious and warlike headlines, the
threats of war and armed conflict which
have characterised the Indian — and
equally the South African — press

Page Twelve

WORLD AFFAIRS

handling of the matter, One can accept
that there are people of both Chinese
and Indian origin in the area in question,
that both the Indian and the Chinese
governments have strong claims to those
areas, that the McMahon Line demar-
cates the frontler in such a way that
the disputed areas fall within India’s
borders,

Yetb the dispute should be capable of
easy #nd peaceful solution, provided
there is willingness to negotiate on both
gides, Omn China's slde, let it be remem-
bered that the MeMahon Line was im-
posed as a result of British armed
force; it was never accepted by the
Chinese government; at no time did the
people of the area itself state their opin-
ion, which, in the long run should be the
thing that must decide the matter.

The world press, taking its “‘news”
from reporters many miles away from
the area screamed hysterically of *ag-
gression,” Far less publicity has been
given to less spectacular, less “news-
worthy" topics. Little attention has
been paid to Chou-En-Lal's proposal that
the status guo remain in the whole
area — that is Indian suzerainty — until
such time as the wholé frontier can be
formally delimited by agreement after
proper survey.

Subject to pressure from the vocal
right-wing and its international col-
leagues, Nehru temporised at first.
"Rashly Mehry used the word 'aggres-
sion' to describe Chiness movements
on the Morth-east frontier” writes the
New BStatesman, ‘‘He quickly substi-
tuted the words ‘incursion’ and ‘in-
trusion into Indian territory’ and
added that he could not say what lay
behind these moves, but could not
imagine that they were precursors to
anything more gserious! Naturally,
the world press zeized on the word that
implies a deliberate act of war, and
did not notice the subsequent correc-
tion.™
Once agaln, Mr. Mehru'z statesman-

ship contrasts sharply with the hysteri-
cal war-mongering and chauvinizm of
hiz right-wing party colleagues. It has
been thiz calm refuszal to depart from
the policy of the Panchsheela that has
managed, despite all the right wing pro-
vocation, sabre-rattling and calls for
military action to reduce the dispute to
itz real proportions — a minor disagree-
ment on which agreement canm and will
be reached by negotiation.

Prison Without Bars

This article is not written to appor-
tion hlame to either the Indian Govern-
ment or the Chinese but to make the
point that everyone who wants to under-
gtand Indian affairs must realise MNehru

is not a free agent. He is to some ex-
tent & prisoner in hiz own house, locked
in unholy matrimony with an extremely
reactionary right-wing faction, who seck
at every turn to drag him and his Gov-
ernment into all the reactionary mili-
tary manoeuvres and intrigues of the
cold war., Nehru ztill controls the alle-
giance of the majority of the Congress
Party., But, looking bhack on hiz Kerala
action, on his facing-both-ways policy
over Tibet, and even on the martial un-
dertones of Indian government action on
the border dispute, there can be little
doubt that the right wing succeeds to
some extent,

The tragedy of Mr. Nehru's position
at the moment |s that he is a prisoner
in his own house. It may well be that
that prisom i3 of his own making; he
has gen to rule in alliance with the
right wing, with Indian reactlon, he-
cause the only alternative is rule in
alliance with the great rising force of
Indian Communism which he dislikes
and distrustz even more, Let that be
as it may., The people of India will
find their own way to solve these
problems in the future,

But the mischievous editorial writers
in this country who seek to tie the In-
dian Congress to the alms and actions of
the right wing in India are trying to
make of the Congres: movement a pri-
soner of the right-wing, as it tries to
make MNehry a prisoner in his country.
When the Indian right wing sets out on
g campalgn of anti-Chinese provocation
and of cold war intrigue, they want the
Bouth African Indian Congress to fol-
low, just as they want Mehru to follow.
When the right wing in India sets out
on a campaign of constitutional disrup-
tion under the slogans of anti-Commun-
ism, they want the South African Indian
Congress, ag they want Nehru, to follow.

The critics of the Natal Indian Con-
gress, though they claim the mantle of
Mehru, speak on behalf of thoze who
seek to capture and imprizon him.
Through the bitterest wyears of anti-
Indian persecution in this country, Con-
gress has survived in strength as an al-
liance between all groups and ideologies;
it has survived because it has firmly re-
fuzed to become, at any stage, the crea-
fure and the weapon of any single fac-
tion to be used to undermine and oust
the other.

It should mot depart from that road
now, and be misled into joining in the
factional cold-war actions of right wing
groups, Congress can go forward on
the principles It has always held — the
principles of peaceful settlement of in-
terpational disputes, the principles of
unity of the Indian people for their
common lHberation, no hysteria, no cold
war adventurism.
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The Shape of the New Africa

We may reasonably expect a writer
on African natlonalism to show an
gwarcness not only of itz origin and
growth, but also, and more eapecially,
of its prospects and aspirations, PFor
African npatiopalism is ao accomplizhed
fact. It has already become the dom-
inant political force in most of the con-
tinent, Where Elack people rule, they
have to find answers to pressing gues-
tions: how to raise living standards,
abolish illiteracy and il health, weld
tribal groups inte nations, develop hu-
man and natural resources,

Conventional Themes

Myr. BHithole does nol answer these
questions; he hardly comes to the point
of azking them. Eeing a Rhodesian, his
thinking is clouded over by the tensions
and conflicts between White and Elack
people that typify the societies of East-
ern and Southern Africa. He ls mainly
concerned with the issues that are fami-
liar to wus in the country of apartheid;
is African nationalism racialistie, com-
munistic, =atanic; are Africans fit to
govern themselves; will they respect the
claims of White minorities; can they be
trusted to rule democratically ?

These are the gquestions that White

people ask. Mr. Sithole's book has heen
written to reassure them., as well pg to
gtate the ease for African freedom and
Independence, He trics to comfort them
by explaining that tribal governments
wiere eszenlially democratie, that Afri-
can nationalism ‘is girongly undergirded
by Christian principles’, that ‘“Africa
needs the friendship of the West', and
that Providence sent colonial powers to
Africa to inoculate the people with such
antidotes as now render them ‘immune
arainst the communist wvirus that is
threatening freedom with extinction'.

This iz conventional but not clear
thinking. Mr. Sithole would have beén
more convincing if he had given his
mind to the kind of society that he hopes
toe emerge after Africans hawve taken
over the controls. It is certain that nei-
ther tribal tradition nor Christian ethics
will provide a solution to the =ocial and
ECOnomic ]imhtems that every Afrlcan
government must face.

Key Problem

The main problem is one of stimulat-
ing economic growth in an underdevelop-
ed territory, and the cholce lies between
capitalist and socialist methods, or some
variation of the two systems. Africans

will have to decide whether to undergo
the hardship and disruption of an indus-
trial revolution such as Europe experi-
enced durlng the 19th century, or to find
a quicker and less painful form of pro-
gress under a socinlised economy. Much
evidence has been accumulated to sup-
port the conclusion arrived at by the
Indian economist K. 8, Gill after a first-
hand study of China:
‘In an underdeveloped country, ge-
nuine aocialist transformation of
the economy thus emerges even
more az an instrument of accelerat-
ed economic growth than of social
egquality. It appears to be about
the only way in which the full
weight of gurplus manpower can be
thrown into capital formation and
other spheres of national construc-
tion',

It la necessary to add that the adop-
tion of & socialist zolution would pot, as
Mr. Sithole fears, oblige Africa ‘to trade
the present European imperialism for
Russian eommunizsm’, An African na-

tionalist ought to have enough confi-

dence in his people to beileve that they
are capable of evolving thelr own kind
of socialism.

Dr. H. J. SIMONS.
AFRICAN NATIONALISM, by Nda-

baningi Sithole. Published by Oxford
University Press, Price:; 13s.8d,

World without War

Our world iz dominated by two great
problems: the scourge of war and the
Erinding poverty of ithe great majority
of people,

The contrasts are there for all to see.
The achievemonts of seicnes could trans-
form the world out of all recoznition, or
make possible the destruction of our
civilisation and life itself, Every rockel
which burns itrelf out In the cosmos
eould bulld homes for 500 needy families.
While jets soar above ug and satellites
encircle the earth the great bulk of the
population of the world's cities travel in
dreary overcrowded transport to their
monotonous jobs, The average United
States citizen has an income 10 times
that of the average citizen of the world
and 100 times that of the average In-
dian. Whila nuclear power and elec-
tronic automation usher in a new tech-
nical and seclentific revolution in the
highly industrialised countries, countries
in Africa and Asia newly emerged to in-
dependence, struggle to raise the scona.
mic standard of villagers living at bare
subsistenca level,

Two Problems: One Solution

Many books have been publizhed on
these two themes. Some deal with the
rigk of atomiec war and with the domin-
ation of Cold War politics by the hydro-
gen bomb and arms bocs; others with
the Eru:r.w.s economic disparity between
countriez and the evidence that the gap
I8 widening and not narrowing.

J. I Bernal, eminent sclentist, British
physicist renowned for his research in
crystallography and the origin of life,
fellow of the Royal Society, and at the
pame time a socialist who has never
been able to =eparate hiz responsibili-
ties as a scientist from thoze as a citi-
zen, sees these two problems with a
gingle solution.
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The 0,000 million dollars spent each
Year on the Cold War iz more than is
needed for the meost rapid practicable
advance of all underdeveloped countries,
Malnutrition could be eradicated on a
world scale within three years at a cost
of one-third of the present annual Unit-
ed States arma bill or half again the
amount now being pald to American
farmers not to grow crops so as to stave
off the capitalist problem of over-pro-
duction. (New Statesman, April 4, 1959, )

Bl‘_-' the year 2000 the population of the
world will be over 10,000 million. Stop-
ping the wasie of the world's rezources
and manpower could mean that this

abundance of people need not starve but
be able to live abundantly.

Second Industrial Revolution

For the major part of Bernal's Hook
is devoted to selentifie and technical
achievements that open the way to
transforming the world. Within little
mere than a generation all mankind
could advance to the highest standard
of living yvet reached,

The second Industrial Revolution em-
barked upon by science carries with it
far greater hope for humanity than the
first industrial revolution of the eigh-
tesnth century., 1t I8 now possible to
raize the standard of living of the most
backward areas of the world without
any dimunition in the standards in the
economically most advanced areas. The
advance of science, industry and agri-
culture hold the key to this new econo-
mie revolution, and the chapters on
these aspects are among the most en-
thralling in the book.

One World

Bernal writes as a soclalist, not minc-
ing words on the cavses of war and pov-
erty and colonialism.

But we live in a world, he savs, where
two different economic svstems, social-
fsm and capitalism, will have to get
along for a longer or shorter time.

Any attempt for one system to con-
gquer the other by military means could
be succezaful omly with a destruction
that would make the conquest entirely
meaningless,

The two systems must atand to be
judged by their merita: by what they
can give the peoples of the world, and
already Boviet and Chinese experience
illuminate the speed with which large
backward countries can be transformed,

Economic Advance in the Colonies

Indeed, perhaps the most impressive
chapters in the book for the people of
Africa are those devoted to the economie
problems of countries just emerging
from colonialism. Their rate of econo-
mie growth will depend on how soon
they can set up industrial bases. These
bases imply the ability to produce all
the basle raw materials — the coal, the
ateel, the aluminium, the power — and
to process an engineering industry cap-
able of producing machines, machine
tools, vehlcles, and heavy contracting
plant largely from local raw materials.
In addition there i3 necded a heavy che-
mieal industry, fibres and plastics; a
light chemiecal industry and an electron-
les industry. In the world today there
are only ten such centres — In the
United States, in Britain, France, Ger-
many, Japan and the Sowviet Union.
There iz room in the world at the mo-
ment for 35 such major centres and some
are already on the way to being formed,
as in China and India; others like thosa
in the Conge and Rhodesia are still In
the state of complete colonial explaita-
tion and will only develop fully when
this I8 Fémoved.

The capital needed for the transfor-
mation of the world exista, The old in-

(Continued on page 14)
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The Immorality Act: A Biologist’s

View

It iz mot certain whether the recent
ppate of prosecutions under the Immor-
ality Act (Why should "“immorality",
apply only to sex, and why should cer-
tain acts be Immoral only when com-
mitted between members of different
races?) is due to more active snooping
by the police or to an actual increase in
the number of offences, or to both. In
any cage it is clear that sexual relations
between Europeans and Non-Europeans
continue to occur on quite a large scale,
However vigilant the police may be, they
would, from the nature of things, be un-
able to discover the majority of cases
where sexual contact occurs across the
colour line. We must conclude that the
Aprt has not been the deterrent f was
intended to be,

The hiologist regards all men as be-
longing to a clearly-defined zoological
Linnasan species. A species in  thias
sense I8 a group of Animals more or less
similar in character, clearly marked off
from other related species and capable
of producing fertile offspring. There is
no doubt about the interfertility of all
the nations of men. When an inter-
breeding group can be divided, om the
basis of physical characters, into sub-
groups, these latter are known as races.
Races are thought of by Darwinians as
being in fact potential =zpecies. ‘They
have arisen as a result of isolation, and
if this isolation continuesz they will even-
tually cease to be interfertile. But this
would take a very long time, probably
hundreds of thousands or even millons
of years, Modern man probably only
began to differentiate into different
races In comparatively recent Limes,
probably during the last fifty thousand
years or 8o, Furthermore isolation wad
only temporary. The horse, the boat
and, later, power-driven vehicles on land,
sed and air, have brought men together
again. Ewven in prehistoric times there
iz evidence of continued movement and
mixtures of peoples. In the modern
world these movements have affected all
the continents.

Effective interbreeding between close-
Iy related animal species may be pre-
vented by inmtersterility. If mating oc-
curs, fertilization doez not always fol-
low, However In zome cases there is
evidence that there are instinetive bar-
riers to mating, the male of one species
not being sexually stimulated by the
female of a different species, and vice
versa. This is probably the case with
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llong and tgers (both species of the
genus Feliz), Under natural conditions
the two species seldom meet and if they
meel mating would oot occur, However
when they are confined In cages copula-
tion may oceur with resulting fertile off-
Bpring.

In man there are no inhibitions based
on  imstinct which would prevent the
mating of members of the different
races. Differences of colour, language,
culture or social class provide no ob-
stacles to the driving urge of sex. The
reagon why sexual impulses are s0 ur-
gent i= of course quite clear. Every in-
dividual (with the exception of =zome
doubtful cazes found in mythology and
scripture) has been concelved az a re-
sult of a sexual process. Individuals
who lack sexual potency, particularly
males, beget no offzpring. Thus natural
selection ensures that sexual desires
shall be strong and as characteristic of
human beings as of other animals.

S0 much iz obvious. How do these
facts bear on the Immorality Act? This
Iz legizlation aimed at preventing sexual
relations between two groups of people
oecupying the same country and closely
aszociated in industry, in agriculture
and in the home. On the face of it, the
prohibition would he difficult to enforce.
There are, however, certain special fea-
tures in the SBouth African situation
which make intercourse between Euro-
pean men and Non-European women
practically inevitable.

It i1z well known that every soclety
provides, either overtly or Implicitly,
zome sort of outlet, in addition to mar-
riage, for the sexual drives of its males,
Proztitution, though publicly frowned
on, Iz in fact conszidered essential in all
the countries of the West. In countries
like England, where the sexes are not
rigidly segregated, prostitution is under
legal restriction and brothels are illegal.
In Portugal, where you cammot take a
girl to a cinema or a dance unlesz vou
are engaged to her and a chaperone goes
with  you, prostitutes are publicly
licensed,

In Bouth Africa, prior to the passing
of the immorality acts, the majority of
prostitutes were Non-Europeans. This
was because the great majority of such
women always come from the poorer
gections of the community. In most
cages it is economic pressure which
forces & girl om to the sireets. When
the Tielman Roos Act of 1927 made ex-

EDWARD ROUX

tra-marital relations llleg'a.l between Af-
ricans and Europeans, it left the Colour-
ed and White prostitutes in possession
of the legal field. The new laws now
in force exclude the Coloured also. The
monopoly thus conferred on the White
prostitute (thiz logical extension of the
principle of the colour bar in industry)
may have inereased the demand for her
services, But quite clearly, under con-
ditions of economic expansion and the
virtual disappearance of poor-whiteism,
there can be no supply of White girls to
equal the demand. Inevitably illicit sex
relations between White men and Non-
White women must continue, whatever
the penalties may be.

It iz zometimes asked: "“"“Why should
African women prove so attractive to so
many South African Whites, if not as
wives then as concubines?" We are
told that it iz only the “lowest type" of
White man who is interested in African
women., One notes that wealthy farm-
ers, ministers of religion, schoolmasters
and members of the clvil service (some
of them quite high up) are among thoze
who have been charged im the courts.
Of courze in every case there will be
gpecial features, but it has been said by
those who are connolsseurs In such mat-
ters that African women have =omething
that their European sisters often lack.
If this Iz =0 we shall discover an addi-
tional reazon why the Act i= proving so
ineffective in spite of the =zevere penal-
tiez and the social opprobrium suffered
by those who are found out.

WORLD WITHOUT WAR . ...

(Continued from page 13)
dustrialised and new underdeveloped
countries necd one another for thelir
economies could be complementary. The
gurplus capital of the industrialised
world could set going the economic re-
volution in the rest of the world and
Bernal argues that it would pay capi-
talist countries as a whole, though not
individual firms, to invest in the future
of the underdeveloped countries, for
onca the standard of living in the latter
begins to rise and industrialisation pays
off, they would provide "an enormous
markat, not only for further production
goods but also for consumer goods which
could be afforded by all instead of only
a wealthy elite as now.

OPERATION PLENTY i3 on our
doorate Bernal, It is the great
sequel to a world without war.

WORLD WITHOUT WAR, hy J.

D. Bernal. Published by Routledge
and Eegan Paul, London. Price: 25s.
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SCIENCE

Hitting the Moon

It is all very well being moonstruck
by the newest triumph of sclence, but
what s there in it for you and me?
How will it help mankind as a whole
to go flying off into space?

Man has been looking into the world
ground him for gquite some time and
gg the years have passed has found out
more and more about himself and the
things about him. Over the centuries
we have found out more and more about
the real world. We have dived into the
oceans, climbed mountains, and gener-
ally taken control of things.

Can A Fish See Everest?

But there has been one severe lmita-
tion on all our Investigations. We have
been limited to less than § milea down
and about 60 miles up. We have been
able by means of Instruments to probe
the depths of space and the interior of
atoms. We have been able to control
the processca of nature and put them to
use, ‘but In all these things our instru-
ments and indeed we ourselves have had
to be firmly bounded by 5 miles down
and 80 miles up. Well that is not so
bad, you say. But how nice it would be
to get a bird's eye view of ourselves.

It is true that we have done quite well
in finding out about things about us but
it Iz when it became 20 important to
find out about the world we live on that
it became more important te be able to
have & look at it from the outside. A
fish who cannot leave the water will
never know the snows of EHverest.

Unlocking the Secrets

When you are lost and you want to
know the way north you take a look at
your compass. The little needle hang-
ing from itz middle has a persistent de-
glre to polnt in one direction — Some-
thing like Congress which always points
to freedom. The needle is & magnet.
The earth on which it rests Is also a
magnet. So just as all good men seek
out & woman, so the north pole of the
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needle secks out the south pole of the
Earth's magnet. Do not be confused
that the Earth's north pole is really a
south magnetic pole. It is all & ques-
tion of names.

Bo you can see that it becomes im-
poriant for the travellor to be sure that
the Earth as a magnet will behave it-
self and that its magnetic poles will not
go wandering about and leading his com-
pass astray . Unfortunately the earth's
magnetic poles do wander about., At
some places the deviations are very
sirong, owing to large masses of cer-
tain minerals, such as mountains of iron
ore, and at other places owing to oil,
underground lakes, or unknown causes,
Theso local or general deviations are of
supreme importance since it turns out
that they can bea & nuisance to travellers
but of great assistance to those explor-
ers for minerals and oll;, the geologists.

There are also sudden and unexplained
changes, These we shall talk about
latey,

Of course if the Earth's magnet I8 30
important, it becomes very necessary to
try to find out what makes it into a
magnet. There are many theories, Bome
#ay that the secret is locked in the in-
terior of the earth, Others say that the
magnetism comes from electric currents
which revolve about the Earth, or that
the currents referred to are caused by
the magnetism,

Anyway, you can see that If we could
measure the electric currents we would
be in oa position to go into the matter
further. If we could measure the earth's
magneatism at greater distances from its
surface we could map the effects of tha
magnetic field and find out more about
it. That task has been successfully un-
dertaken by the various research rockets
both from Russia and other countries.
The Russlans have perhaps given one
great fact to the scientists of the world,
that the moon has apparently oo mag-
netic field. WVery significant 7

Doughnuts Round the Earth

The various currents have been mes-
sured, These have been found to be
complex phenomena and it seems that
the earth has two giant doughnuts cire-
ling it. Much as & child who takes an
inflated inner tube with it into the swim-
ming bath. Only there are two, one in-
gide the other. The Earth's porth and
south poles stick out at elther end.

These belts of electric current are
much affected by streams of charged
particles which are thrown out by the
Bun from time to time. The result is
sudden, and now explainable, fluctua-
tipna in these currents, Does this ac-
count for the changes talked about pre-
viously 7

You can see that already we are learn-
ing something from these experiments
which affect the everyday lives of the
people., But let us go into these electric
currents a bit further, After all that
has been said about dangerous radiation
from X-rays, atomio explogions, cosmio
rays, and 8o on It |s Important to know
what is happening to us now here on
earth. Are we liable to suffer from de-
formities caused by what the biclogists
call mutations?

Rays Streaming Down

From outer space minute particles,
which can only be investigated by their
effects, come pouring down on to the
earth. Compare an elephant and the
hunter's bullet which hits it. Well if
we take the bullet to be hunted by an-
other particle, then this new particle is
somrething like what they call a micro-
meteorite. Tt travels at great speed
and is very small. It can just be seen
in our powerful microscopes, Well if
we imagine thiz particle being hunted
yet again by another particle with even
greater speed then we are getting near
to the size and speed of these particles
called cosmic rays.

Of course this Is very rough but ima-
gine streams of these pouring down on
the Earth and belng captured by the
molecules of the air which surround us,
They strike with such speed that the
air becomes charged. BStrike a rock
with a flint and sparks fly. These sec-
ondary charged particles get captured
by the magnetic field of the Barth and
like a straw in & whirlwind go spinning
around and around.

There you have your two doughnuts
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which we spoke about. The charged
particles which we mentioned in the last
paragraph are supposed Lo be the outer
doughnui. The inner’figimel has not yet
been investigated enough to know where
it originates. But already It iz thought
that this inner belt is one of the causes
of the so-called northern and szouthern
lights, The presence of these belts also
casts some light on the capture of those
harmful rays which the phyzsicistz are
warning us about, and the reason why
we need not worry so much akbout ra-
diation from outer space. The Earth's
magnetism and the atmosphere caplures
most of the harmful radiation from
outer space. If however we are 5o fool-
ish as fo release harmful radiation right
next to the earth, If we go on exploding
atomic bombs right under our protec-
tive blanket, then we must expect
trouble,

Bo you can see that the few experi-
mentz which we have conducted in outer
space have already told us a great deal
about our home, T[hey have given indi-
cations such asz those discuszed above
and others. The shape of the Eaiih is
not apparently a sphere with flattened
north and ssuth poles but is shaped more
like a pear with the stalk at the south
pole. The air surrounding the pear is
not 5o much ke a blanket but more like
a morning mist which gradually thins
out but pmever seemsz to disappear. This
And more — we have discovered hy
sending our instruments just outzide our
narrow confines, but what will happen
when man himself pets outside together
with his Instruments? Then Indeed we
will be able to get a real bird's eye view

of the home of mankind. Dogs and rats
have had a look from above — why not
us?

Who knows, one day we will be call-
Ing the Earth the eradle and not the
home of mankind,

IMDEPENDEMCE . . ..
{Continued from page 7)

bother them because they know they are
golng to succeed, The African knows
he is going to win. He wants his inde-
pendence; he doesn't want enmity with
anyhody at all; and we hope the older
countriezs — if they are not senlle and
merely old — we hope the older coun-
tries will mot do anything which will
make it difficult for Independent Africa
to have friendly relations with all the
countries in the world which want fri-
endly relations with her, because that is
Afriea’s intention. We hope these older
countriez In Europe, in Asia, in any
other part of the world, will recognize
just this single fact — that Africa must
govern itself -— that nobody now can
stop Africa from governing itself —
that the alternative, the only alternative
which theze countries have now, is ei-

ther to get up now and hand over com-
pletely, or, the other alternative which
we of the PAFMECA countries are of-
fering them — "“Do not get out now;
give us the policy-making power; let us
git down and in the period before Inde-
pendence we will build our countries to-
gether, and plant the seed of the friend-
ship that we want with your countries
— even the eountricz which have been
governing us". This is the alternative
which we are offering those countries.
This alterpative i3 important. That is
one thing we want to emphasize to the
Eritizh; and let me say it to the French,
and let me say it to the Belglans. We,
here, are now saying to the British:
“There are only two alternatives

there 1= no question of stopping Africa
from poverning itself; ome i3 elther pack
up and go . . ." and we are saying to the
British ., . . You might leave with bit-
ternes=; we don't want that at all., And
then we are offering you the alterna-
tive: Give uz the policy decisions now.
You have experlence, vou have techni-
cal know-how, you have many things
which we think can be useful. Let us
git down then in these countries — bes
tween the achievement of Responsible
Government and actual Independence —
and bulld up that friendzhip which we
want to establish between the Indepen-
dent Africa and the rest of the world;
and let us establish it between the Bri-

tish and the PAFMECA countries,”

Unlesi otherwise stated the Editor I3 responsibie
for all political matter in this fssun.
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