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ing Talk."

By now, after ten years of them, there shouldn’t
be anyone in South Africa who doubts that the Na-
tionalist Government are fanatical enough to do
anything they decide is good for election vote-catch-
ing, irrespective of how impractical it may be, irre-
spective of how big a hill the taxpayers have to foot
for it, and irrespective of what disloeation to indus-
try or personal pain and suffering is caused thereby
— just so long, of course, that the Nationalist sup-
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This month's writer: ARNOLD SELBY.

“Fighting Talk” Committee, The Immorality Act might have been intended to do many things.
P.0. Box 1355, Johannesburg. But one of the results which could never have been intended is
| the great glare of publicity which the press now manages to throw

on every reported case of love (or lust?) across
the colour barrier. In the good old days before

code, honoured most serupulously by the press, of

looking the other way whenever a fellow upholder of white civilisation
was caught in flagrante delicto. Which had the result that the ordin-
ary man in the street might have had his suspicions about the doings
—— N THIS ISSUE of his elders, betters and standard-setters, but was unable to have

his supicions confirmed.
FRONT: fgﬁfﬂ?ﬂ*w‘”ﬂ by Now however, some at any rate of the facts of the matter are be-
Page ginning to come out into the light of day. They must provide very
FROM THE SIDELINES, by cold comfort for the Nationalist Party and its hangers-on, who al-
THaErn;mls;gqu. s 2 Kiurs dmanage to II"DH.E 80 mucl{; l,hmlEII.E:Ihani,_'t}i{ﬂu on &hﬁsael{natters.
- ready anyone who is prepared to spend a tickey on the dai er
DULUM, by L. Bernstein 3 can lick a salacious lip over the ‘lmnﬁralit}' Acts’ of En'r:::;-u[:llgr cIr}fa Pﬂi}-
THF'EE Hﬁé‘:q'a'g'iﬂﬂh'::algﬂn' minees, elders of the Dutch Reformed Church, high eivie dignitaries
SRR i e e o and policemen. Not the least interesting fact about these goings-on
“The Time has Come for a is that it seems, invariably, that the European man did the inciting,
World-Wide Protest' — the Somewhere in all this there seems to be the moral — or perhaps in
December 10 Appeal on S. the circumstances lesson is a better word — that there are aspects
Afriea ... . .o e 2 of white leadership and baasskap which didn't appear so clearly be-
THYEEAE"E?:’;;';? h“ i"";‘" fore the Immorality Act was framed to publicise them. And of
bt bt e i course there is the thought which keeps crossing my mind, especially
GARTODN s s ey in these days of argument about whether bootleg liquor is better than
VOICES OF ANGRY MEN— legally supplied liquor. Does illicit sex lead to increased sex, in much
“lgok Back in Anger” and the same way as prohibition led to inereased drinking in America”
mﬂ: :1.1" I'IE::rani : Alone, by 3 1 lhl":}"-".: out the suggestion to Mr. Piet _Mei;‘ing of _thn_a Gnvern_rnem In-
AN AFRICAN ABROAD: E. formation Office that a series of authoritative statistics on this matter
Mphahlele writes from MNi- be produced to allay public apprehension. If the Kinsey report on
% Fﬁ?liﬁ e e ':t;l the sex-life of the American male set the world by the ears, this one
e R Bl P on South Afriea would really be something.

Eﬂ;‘:’:;lﬁﬁﬁﬁ" e dionli L ST I certain circles, I keep hearing the idea expressed that there is really
BOOK REVIEWS: “A New no reason to get hot under the collar about this job reservation
gllmh of flf::rfﬂ;";r gl!rr'w*l‘ i business, because — so the argument runs — there actually aren’t any
ot DIH. b dmrias. Abds Europeans willing to do the reserved jobs in the
ridge; “Once Around the JOBS FOR clothing industry anyway, and so no Non-European
Sun”; “Man Into Space"; WHITES ONLY  will really be thrown out of jobs. It seems to me it
:;B |§' Fﬂ:llr.:'.n WHHHW- by Os- - is time for these Rip-Van-Winkles to wake up. Some-

Rondors on-the Economic Boy- one should tell them the facts of life. e
cott, and Comment by Alan And one of the facts is that job reservation is not new. There has
o1, RN A e e il | been job reservation of all the well-paid jobs in the mining industry
for years. And from time to time, the mining companies have found

that there just aren’t enough Europeans in South Africa to do the
jobs. So what have they done? Ignored the reservation? Not on
vour life. They have imported White miners from overseas. Recently
3 there was a crisis in the ]]:t

part of this month and next, there willing to become waiters. Although any of Verwoerd’s Labour Bu-
will be no January issue of "Fight- reaux could find him more than the number of waiters he needs — if
he was prepared to employ Africans — the Government did an expen-
sive job of recruiting waiters in Italy to fill the gap. And at a time
— when they were battling to make the Railway budget balance,

ailway dining cars — not enough Europeans

porters in the country aren't hit by it. If vou have
any doubts about that, just think of the millions
of pounds being spent in administering pass laws, of

the number of policemen, pass office clerks and pen-
pushers who could be usefully employed doing some-
thing other than the sheep-farmers want, and of
their deaf ear to all the complaints of the injustice
and suffering that the system causes,
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From this month's Multi-Racial Conference fo 1958 — and new offensives against
the Nationalists

ess than a year ago, the Strijdom Government
delivered what it hoped would be the coup-de-
grace to the cankerous “subversive” thorn in its

side, the Congress movement. In December 1956,
on a single day, 156 national leaders were arrested
and held on a charge of high treazon, for congpiring
together to bring about a democratic, multi-racial
state of their own pattern. But the hydra proves to
have more heads than the limited, narrow minds of
Nationalism can encompass.

December 10 — World Wide Protest

It is perhaps accidental but yet appropriate that

within a week of the multi-racial Conference’s
open assault on the ideology of Nationalism should
come an international assault — the December 10th
international commemoration of the UNO Declara-
tion of Universal Human Rights, to be observed this
year by forthright condemnation of the policies of
the Nationalist Government and public international
vindication of its opponents. Nor can the impact

The Swing of the Pendulum

It is again December, slightly less than a year
later. The Treason Trial has run less than half its
weary passage through the courts. And vet already,
before this article appears in print, a Conference is
gathering in Johannesburg to sketch in the outlines
of a future multi-racial society for South Africa.
And at that conference will be men and women of
all races, drawn from fields of opinion far wider and
far more diverse than that, almost exclusively Con-
gress, group of Treason trialists.

It must be a sobering thought for Nationalist
Party strategists who know, from their own office-
seeking pasts, that there is only one thing certain
in the ebb and flow of polities, and that is that the
pendulum of public opinion swings. The Multi-
Racial Conference, opening not at the beginning but
at the end of a ten-year period of fierce and un-
bridled Nationalist repression, is a measure of the
force with which it begins to swing already, four or
five months before the election.

The meaning and significance of the Multi-Racial
Conference liez as much in the fact that if is being
held at all as in the decisions it takes, Its very con-
vening iz a flaunting act of defiance for the whole
ideology of Nationalism.

The proposal that African, European, Indian and
Coloured should gather together as equals for dis-
cussion of the future is a bold challenge to the whole
concept of apartheid. The tacit assumption that
the future lies only in a multi-racial state is a fron-
tal attack on the Nationalist ideology of separate
racial territories under eternal White leadership.
The clearly stated creed that there can be no resolv-
ing of South Africa's conflict without the agreement
and participation of all racial groups is a direct ne-
gation of the policy of white baasskap. And when
that act of defiance is made by such a group as this,
by the country's leading academicians, religious
leaders, scientists and non-party politicians, its im-
pact cannot fail to move the whole country, no mat-
ter what disagreements as to details may reveal
themselves, no matter what precise formulations
eventuate from it.
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of such a day be dismissed even by the most paro-
chial and heavily-blinkered Nationalist politician.

 Foreign observers have often commented wonder-
ingly on the apparent paradox that here in South
Africa, where repression is at its fiercest, punitive
measures by the government against its opponents
most severe — that it is here in South Africa that
the eurrent of opposition and democratic advance
runs more strongly than anywhere else in Africa
south of the Sahara. Partly, at least, that paradox
can be explained by the moral courage and the
strength of certainty which the South Afriean oppo-
sition draws from such days as this, from the hol-
stering reminder that no matter how heavily they
may be outweighed in their own country, they speak
with the voice and conscience of mankind, on whose
stature the Nationalist Government is a minor, irri-
tating excrescence.

But it is not accidental at all that both the Multi-
Racial Conference and the International Declaration
on South Africa come almost a year after the Trea-
son arrests, at a time when all save a few formalities
of the Strijdom government case against the Con-
gress movement has been laid bare before a court
of preparatory examination. This is not accident
but logic of history.

The 156 in the Treason Trial dock have blazed the trail of
democratic change in South Africa. They have fought
tenaciously for a long time, to break the erippling
stranglehold of white-supremacist ideas on the
minds of South Africans both back and white. They
have fashioned and moulded the ideas of manhood
and of nationhood which have brought the African
masses out of the dark backward swamps of an ima-
gined and historically fostered superstition of their
own inferiority. They have steered a young gener-
ation of embittered men and women away from the
morasses of African chauvinism, and blind revenge-
ful terrorism, towards democratic consciousness and
inter-race fraternity. They have roused the courage
of a people first to shake off the fear of Nationalist
reprisals, and then to move into offensive action
against the Government, carrying every opponent
of reaction with them. And, in doing this, gradually
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THE SWING OF THE
PENDULUM

and painfully, they have broken through the generations-deep crust of
FEuropean racial bigotry, and allowed the new South African currents
of democracy and racial brotherhood to grow up slowly, hesitantly but
inexorably towards the light.,

e Government that tries todav to stitle a movement fails to under-
stand i1ts character. The Drill Hall 156 are not the movement ; nor
dare the Congress organisations the movement which challenges Strij-
dom for the future of South Afviea. The 1568 and the Conpresses have
ciccicened o whole peaple, and browght them enfa mofion.  When the
Groverimient strwel against the 156, they were alveady too late, The 156
woere valuable, but no longer essential. The ferment which had started
and spread among the people has a logie and a life of its own; it has
grown tully Hedged with its own twoe heads to replace every one cut
off, Thus it was that in the midst of the Treason Trial, 50,000 peo-
ple conld plan, manage  and carey through the Alexandra bus boy-
cott to victory, carvving v ith them the support of thousands of recently
awakened Kuropean men and women, Thus it was that on June 26th,
hundreds of thousands of people in all the main cities struck work for
one dayv in a connter-offensive against Nationalism.

And thus it is too, that at the height of the Nationalist repression, ay
the high-water mark of the bannings and proseriptions and deportations
of itz opponentg, at the tail-end of its vevelations of what constitutes
treason to Nationalism, the multi-racial Conference gathers in Johan-
nesburg, And thus it is that University professors, Black Sashers, Bish-
ops, Liberals, Federalists, Labour politicians and business-men sit down
toe plan tomorrvow, shoulder to shoulder with Congresamen, trade- union-
igtg, radicals and rebels, The pendulum has swung far, far bevond its
first feeble vibrations, And each new event moves it on.

t is the end of one year and the beginning of another. Alveady in the
dyving days of 1957, the outlines of 1958 begin to take shape. Alveady
in the unexpectedly wide response to the Garment Workers' Union strike
call against “job reservation”, where thousands of workers nol person-
ally affected by the reserved categories staved away, against the advice
of their Union, as an act of political solidarity and as a protest against
Nationalism ; already the country ig astiv with preparations for a Na-
tional Workers™ Conference in February to take decisions, which the
Multi-Racial Conference by its very nature cannot, to press home the
attack against Strijdom’s Achilles heels of wages and pass laws to vie-
tory: already the first great events of the new vear cast their shadows
before. Election vear.

ut a truly new yvear. Into the thick of the election fight, all the mul-
tiple efforts of 1957 enter — the sivikes and boveotts, the Confer-
ences and the declarations of belief, the pass-burnings and the demon-
strations.  All the cast-iron prejudices and preconceptions of the voters
have been cast into a furnace of doubt, of fear for the future if the mad
self-destyuetion of Nationalism he left free to vavage South Afrien
longey., The pendulum which through ten davk vears has swung lLo-
wards Nationalist victory at the ballot box has begun to swing the
other way. To that end, every smallest act of democratic protest,
evely amallest declaration of conscience, every demonstration of inter-
vace fratermty, every courageous counter-offensive against repression
has helped to weigh the scale,

The process has been begun, but not ended. [t is the end of 1957, and the
beginning of 1958. It is time to tip the scales, o mount a new wide offensive on
every front against the tyranny of Nationalism, to sirike out with new vigour and
strength from the advanced base of racial co-operation which the Multi-Racial
Conference has provided, to secure the final and permanent defeat of Mationalism

in 958,

The air is tresh with the scent of victory, and of a memorable, a gloricus and a
happy new year.

Page Four

The Multi-

Then the history of South Afriea’s
struggle for sanily coomes
written, 1 have no doubt that the Muiti-
Racinl Conference to be held in Johan-
neshurg this month will merit import.
ant mentlon.,  For whatever its deeisions,
it muzt zshape the political features of
thiz country for many years o come,
There i8 20 much faith invested in itz
success that even its failure cannot have
merely surface repercussions, Perhaps
indeed, there iz altogether too much ex-
pected of it, But to call the faith
miztake iz not to =hrink L down to o
gafer zize. The Conferenee must sue-
ceed in forging a united front againsi
apartheid, in creating & design that can
contain men of every class and
colour to whom the policies and practices
of racial tyranny are repugnant. I 12
failz in this, at a moment of =swelling
racial hatred and distrost, it iy Sig-
nal the final deforming diaspora of de-
moeracy. Amd though South Africa pro.
vides ample opportunilies for ruin, it
provides very few for repair. It is o
heavy responzibility that the Conferenec
bearzs, And it 12 ezszential that it =hould
recognise and acknowledge thiz from
Lhe start,

The Bloemfontein Conference held in
Cetober last yedr prepared the way for
it hy examining the mutilations of
apartheid and izsuing a call to all South
Africans to take a positive =tep to break
down the colour bar in group relations,
“In the Interests of all the people and
the future of the country, this confer-
cnce callz upon all national organiza-
tionz to mobilise all people, irrespective
of race, colour or creed, to form a unit-
wd fromt against apartheid™. The cry
wid unambiguously for action, and the
Johannezburg Conference has come in
answer to it. The paramount purposze of
the Johannezburg Conference therefore,
i Lo create, not criticise. Lenses for
gerutiny of the Soulh Afrvican scenc
exizt In sufficiency, some of them much
better gpround for analvisis than o Con-
ference of thiz sort.

e he

VeI

The Rloemfonbein

Conference analyzed and dizecarded,
Whul i3 required of itz successor i=
synthesiz, o uniting of disparate ele-

ments into e precipitate of a real de-
mocratic (ront agalnszl apartheid. Amd
the front must not only exizt, it must
work Lo change and re-create,

The Initiative of political action musc
be wrested from the grasp of the gov-
ernment. where it has been, except for
the opening davs of the Defiance Cam-
paign and those few thunderous months
of the Bus Boycott, ever 2ince the fiich-
ing of the African franchisc in 19386,
survival iz no excuze for atrophy. A

Fighting Talk - Dec,, 1857 ' Jan., 1958,
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The Rickshaw’s New Year

Il day Mkwanazi had strained

towards the crack, the promise
of escape in the new vear which
was tomorrow. Ewven as he sat in
his cart waiting for his turn or
while he chatted with the other
rickshaws, he had been straining
like a horse in its traces, But
looking at the sky, it had seemed
ready to blot him out. Now he
hobbled along the tarmae, still hot
in the late afterncon.

He took in the festive city: its
gay streamers and fat-blown bal-
loons; the merry crowds throng-
ing the streets; the tinselly gener-
osity of its mingy heart. No, he
could not be bluffed any more, he
had fathomed its inner callousness.
. “Hek! Hek! Hek! Get along,
crooked-foot !

Mkwanzi knew without turning
his head that it was the wit of the
party, the red-faced voung man
with the ridiculous paper cap stuck
to the back of his head. He should
have refused to take them — the
red-face and his two girl friends
— he thought. And the hot tar-
mac stung his feet and its shim-
mer tugged his eves into a painful
stare. He shut his eyes and shook
his head trying to fling the sweat
from his eyes.

“Come along, crooked-foot!"”

The rancus laughter stung him.
Little Black boys sometimes taunt-
ed him, calling him *“Donkey-
horse"” and velling to him not to
litterr the streets, but this egging
on stung deeper. A fierce reck-
lessness gripped him. He shot up,
curled like a buck suddenly hit,
carried upwards on the girls' ap-
prehensive titter as the small
wheel at the back of the cart hit
the road with a sereech. For a
few moments it seemed that he
would spill his passengers and
himself backwards and bevond.
He remained for those few mo-
ments poised triumphantly in the
air. Then he came down, broke
into a lope like a wolf on the
prowl. A flame of fire shot from
his crippled foot. He broke into
a4 pained hobble. But for those
few loping strides, those moments
above the pain, he had been him-
self ten years ago.

“Bravo, crooked-foot!"

Mkwanazi  hobbled, arguning
whether to go on or to stop. He
would go on : he had to go on. He
knew this with the wet grip of his
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hands on the worn handle-bars:
knew it with the long vears of the
drag. Ten years ago he had been
yvoung and strong. But miles and
miles of tarmaec, hunger and the
compound had broken him. Ten
years ago he had come to eGoli, a
strange place with houses reaching
for the sky and with crowds as
thick as swarming bees. How
much humanity, how many boxes
and packages he had drawn since
then . . . And then the accident
8ix months ago . . .

“No, my Boy,” the doctor said
shaking his head. “You'd hetter
look for another job." His neigh-
bour had interpreted.

But the doctor and some of his
fellow-rickshaws had been wrong.
He had returned to the cart, ho®-
bling it ig true, but he had return-
ed. It was the life he knew. He
had not made the choice. He knew
the cart behind him, the weight of
the load; he knew the maze of the
streets whose names he could not
read. He knew the hours of wait-
ing at the rank to be hired: he
knew the compound, the weary
sleep and the long pull on the mor-
row. He knew Mafuta, the fat
White man who hired out rick-
shaw carts at twelve and six a
week after pocketing the ten shil-
lings deposit, And he knew the
nights of longing, when cusping his
conecertina which he carried at the
back of his cart, he would sit at a
corner of the compound and brand
his nostalgia on other hearts . . .
Next vear it would be different. He
would be with his wife, Nomsa,
and the children again. He looked
at the sky with supplication in his
heart. A spasm of pain shot from
his foot to his heart. Perhaps the
doctor had been right.

“Come on, come on,
foot! Hek! Hek! Hek!"

A bitter hatred filled his pant-
ing, bursting breast. He turned
red hate-filled eyes on the merry
party, in the street, in the cart.
The red-face burst into loud laugh-
ter, wriggling his body in imita-
tion of his hobble. He turned his
eves on the road once more. The
shimmer was dying. He longed
for the compound; for the dingy
little window in the smutted walls.
He longed for his concertina that
he might wring his messages
home. He shut his mind to the
goading “hek! hek!” behind. He

crooked-

by
ALFRED HUTCHINSON

lifted his mind above the pain of
his foot, Maybe it would be differ-
ent for his children — as Mahuza
said. Maybe they would never
know what he had known. The
crack seemed to have narrowed in-
to a thin fissure of despair. No,
Mabuza was wrong : a White man
would always remain a White
man: he ecould not be otherwise.
He used you and when vou were
torn and useless threw vou away
like an old shirt. It seemed like
a bitterly-intoxicating discovery
that he had just made. He would
tell Mabuza just that — and at the
beer-hall in front of the others. He
threw the blackness of his heart on
to the clouds that were slowly ga-
thering ahead and promising rain.
He spat dry spit into the street,
and hobbled on.

Smooth well-fed White children
prattled to the nannies in green.
Laughter and song rose around
him. A cracker exploded near him,
startling him. He was wheezing
and yet the long rise to Berea still
stretched before him. His eyes
smarted now not with sweat, but
with unwept tears.

He pulled to a stop outside a
block of flats and the party clam-
bered off the cart. Swaying, one
of the girls fell on to her knees.

kwanazi stood waiting to be
paid. “Happy New Year, crooked-
foot ! Mkwanazi stared at the
red-face. “Damn you, black bas-
tard, Happy New 'ki'eur " He was
drunk.

“Mali, Baas, .
sixpence . ., )"

“Mali, your . .. Hamba, voetsek "
He waved him away with his hand.
“Voetsek "

Mkwanazi's gaze did not leave
the young man's face. The first
blow crashed into his nose. He
staggered back gripping the
handle-bars of the cart. A flurry
of blows dazed him. Then they
suddenly stopped like a shot hard
summer shower, Through the mist
MI-:}vanazi saw a police ear and a
policeman dashing out it towards
him. He cowered,

“Ja, yini wena? What's up?”

“Lo Baas, , ., . Mali kamina . . .
Mali,,.mali,..”

The policeman was not listening.
He was listening to the red-face
who was explaining to him and
pointing at the girl who had fallen
and was still rubbing her knees,

. . Four shellen
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"All we need now is the death penalty for being black!"

With a flash of terror Mkwanazi
knew that he was being framed.

“No, no, Baas . . . Mali . .. mali
.+ . " He shook his head franti-
cally.

“Shut up, kaffer-hend . . . Lo,
Misgis , . . Ja ., . .” Mkwanazi
closed his eyes. The look in the
policeman’s eyes was terrifying.
He waited for the blow. He wait-
ed, tensing to receive it.

“No, you can't do that . . .”
Mkwanazi heard a White woman'’s
voice at his side. He knew her for
a protector. The policeman turn-
ed champing his chin towards the
girl who had fallen.

“He made her fall . ,.”

“Nothing of the sort . . .”

“No, no, Missis . . . Four shellen
sixpence . . . My mali, mali . . .” he
said desperately like one clutching
for salvation.

She turned to the red-face with
anger, terrible anger shaking her
greying hair. She turned on the
policeman with fury. He was fu-
rious too.

“Pay the Boy . . . Pay the Boy,”
Mkwanazi heard her say to the
red-face.

Fighting Talk - Dec., 1857/Jan., 1058,

The red-face shrugged his shoul-
ders and sauntered with the girls
on his arm towards the block of
flats. She looked with disgust at
the policeman who stood champing
his chin. The policeman turned on
Mkwanazi.

“Trap jong —if you don't want
trouble . . . Hamba!” The police
car screeched angrily round the
COrner.

Mkwanazi looked at the world
purple in the dusk of his hurt. He
turned to his benefactrezs. She
was already walking down the
street. “Dank, Mizisis, dank . . .*

Mkwanazi pulled his cart oppo-
site the entrance of the block of
flats into which the red-face had
disappeared. He looked at it for
a long time, with eves red with
weariness and unwept tears, He
spat into the street.

He hobbled on, the pain dull-
insistent in his foot. He hobbled
on, & lone rickshaw with a twisted
foot, carryving in his heart the an-
guish of the lost four shillings and
six‘i:ence for which he had worked
and had not got. He suddenly turn-

ed his heart against the morrow,
He looked at the sky. It was
black with storm clouds ready to
wash away the old vear and usher
in the new. The erackers exploded
left and right of him but his ears
were deaf to them. He headed for
the rank. He felt bound to that
cart, bound to it by some inexor-
able fate, The front bar beat
against his stomach with the slap
of empty bowels. The erack of
escape had sealed. Perhaps he
;-v::-glﬂ be able to pick up a last
el . , .

A few other rickshaws were still
at the rank. He took his place be-
hind them, They did not ask him
about his broken lips and swollen
eyes. He quietly pulled out his
concertina from the back of his
cart and cusped it tenderly. And
the other rickshaws clusterad
around. Slowly he wrung his mes-
sage out of it home, wringing too
the bitterness out of goul, thinking
of the stations to which that lost
four shillings and sixpence would
have taken him towards his wife
and children. The others, listen-
ing, sent their messages home, too.
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VOICES OF ANGRY MEN

BRITISH AND SOVIET VERSIONS

found ""Look Back in Anger”, (the

play which an official of the munici-
pal Non-Eurcpean Affairs Department
declared unfit for half the city to see) a
fine, stimulating work of art.

The play is something more than a
study in disillusionment and frustration.
Many among our Johannesburg audi-
ences and critics do not seem to have
got beyond the observation that the cen-
tral character (given an absolutely vir-
tuose performance here by Alan Doble)
iz a thoroughly objectionable, self-as-
sertive, caddish and intolerable young
man, But Jimmie Porter iz what he is
because of the historical conditions
which operate about him, He 15 sensi-
tive, artistic, affectionate by nature, He
is highly intelligent. What has made
him like that: rubbed raw and bleeding;
bullying; showing off; making his own
life and every one else's a tortured
seream 7  The author's own answer iz
unspoken, for it is not referred to in
the dialogue — the "Daily Worker" pos-
ter “TORIES DEFEATED: GREAT LA-
BOUR VICTORY", that stares us in the
face throughout the play, hanging at the
back of the Porters' dingy two-roomed
flat,

Mo Brave MNew Britain

To us in South Afriea the play brings
home as few things could the shatter-
ing disillusionment, the intellectual and
moral damage wrought upon millions of
the finest people in Britain, by the dis-
mal shortcoming2 of the Labour Party
leaders after the war., The people ex-
peceted great things of Labour in the
Government. The faith of generations
of mociallst pioneers and the aspirations
of countlezs eivilians, =oldiers, sailors
and airmen, who had stuck it out in the
Eattle of Britain and many another grim
chapter of Hitler's War — all these
were fastened upon the post-war La-
bour Government. But there was no
EBrave New Britain; no bold socialist
measures; no onslaught on privilege and
vested interest.  Instead, Attlee and
Bevin provided timid half-measures that
left the class-structure of Britain in-
tact, and a servile Tory foreign policy
that relegated the country to the ignoble
role of an aireraft-carrier and advanced
base in Upcle Sam's Cold War,

On top of all that it was the La-
bour Party's fate, unwilllngly enough,
to “preside over the liguidation of the
Eritish Empire"” — a large chunk of it

anyway. Inevitably — given the con-
tinuance of capitalism — this meant a
Page Eight

decline of Britain's living standards and
of her great power status. The Attlee
Governments did not give the British
people much to eat, except plenty of
humble pie.

by
MICHAEL HARMEL

Osborne doeg not say all this o his
play, but is helps to explain all Jimmy
Porter’s bitterness and angularity, and
te make him a valid and convinecing
type. Jimmy will not appeal to many,
a8 a4 person. But the really important
and significant thing about him I= that
he is angry, articulate, afire!

The Way OQut?

Critice complain, not without justifi-
cation, that Oshorne shows no way out.
His hero complains that there are no
greal causes left to die for: there iz a
very Ellotish hangover of frustration.
The play has its weaknesses, no doubt.
But is it really the author's business al-
ways to present us with ready-made so-
lutions? Jimmy Porter doesn't know
the way out: to present him otherwise
would be to falsify his character. But
at least he recognises that there are
problems, dreadfully serious ones, and
doesn't try to run away from them!

The truly unforgiveable sin is to tell
us that “all that"-—all that mess, mean-
ness, bourgeois smugness, selfishness,
stupidity, snobbishness, suffering and
dreariness — really "does not matter.'”
Osberne, unlike the bulk of contempor-
ary writers and dramatists, most defi-
nitely doesz not commit that sin. He tells
that it does matter, more than anything
else, and something's got to be done
about it. What that “something" is,
Oszborne leaves to hiz audiences to work
out for themselvess, I'm not so sure
that I blame him for that.

Divine Discontent

The great and invaluable merit of peo-
ple like Oshorne’s Jimmy Porter is that
they are filled with divine di=content.
Give them a cause they can believe in
and understand, and they will live for It
and die for it. A fire burns in their
beliles, Of such stuff were made all the
great prophets and reformers through
history; the non-conformists, the break-
ers of new paths, the “swhite-robed sons
of the gods as Olive Schreiner put It,
“with the lght on their foreheads,"
These are the stirrers-up and the agita-

tors of humanity, the heretics who place
fidelity to their truth above life itself,
Of course, It takes more than a fire
in the belly to be a Buddha, a Jesus, a
socrates, a Galilen, 8 Marx, Unless the
cause for which he fights is valid In its
historical context, the angry man will
be a futile man: a harmless Don Qui-
xote, or an all-but-incomprehensible
William Blake, Omn the other hand wis-
dom and vision are not enough—without
the fire. A great and noble cause, by
itzelf, I3 not enough: it demands, too,
men and women who 2ay, to this cause I
give “all my life, all my strength.”

B0 we must not try to squash these
angry men, to =oothe them or to quell
their fire. We must not tell them to be
gensible, to conform, to play it safe and
not annoy the big shots . True, they
may be wrong — they often are, and
stubbornly wrong at that. If so we
must meet them with an integrity and
fearlessness equal to their own: neither
sgothing syrup nor intimidation can ans-
wer them. But when such men are
right, they make history — else we
should still be squatting in caves.

“Not By Bread Alone”

There are angry young men in social-
ist Russia too, and this should not sur-
prise socialists who believe that all pro-
gress is achieved through conflicts and
struggies and contradictions. Of course,
their problems are not those of Mr. Qs-
borne's Jimmy Porter. They live in a
different world; one of expanding, not
contracting, horizons. They are not be-
wildered or neurotic, and they do not
lack purpose and direction. Yet they,
too have their problems and, it Seems,
their frustrations as well. The time
has gone past when soclalists imagined
that they did good serviee to their cause
by claiming that the Soviet Union was
without & blemish, Its fabulous achieve-
ments, today acknowledged by all but
thoge whom it pays to conceal the truth
and those whom they pay to do =0, are
the pride of workers everywhere: but
many more mountaing remain to he
crossed before the Soviet ploneers at-
tain the earthly paradise dreamed by
Willlam Morris. There are many things
still in the SBoviet Union to get cross
about; and, thank goodness, young men
to get eross about them.

One such character makes his ap-
pearance in the remarkable Soviet noveal
“Not by Bread Alone," by Viadimir Du-
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FROM JOHANNESBURG TO LAGOS

AN AFRICAN ABROAD

ilncr seven hours' flight on the gigan-
i tic KELM plane from Jan Bmuts we
stopped at Maya Maya alrport in Braz-
zaville, French Equaterial Africa., The
stewardess said to me several times,
“You want something to read, sir? What
will you have =ir — coffee or fruit julee?
Toilet room? — over on your right, air.”
And that was a foretaste of the air one
breathes outside South Africa. I was
the only African on that plane, At Maya
Maya I sat in the airy tea-room with the
Whites, feeling rather lonely, but drink-
ing in the hot steamy air of the Equator
— for the first time since I was born.
I was outzide South Africa on that
sixth day of September!

An hour later we took off imto the
clouds. Funny feeling it was to be
coasting like that with banks of elouds
under me, 2o close that I might reach
out my hand for them. After four-and-
a-half hours in the air we gFot Lo Kano,
the northernmost large town in MNigeria,
It was night time, A White stewardess
escorted me to the airport offices. What
multi-eoloured lights Kano ailrport has,
Az 1 walked the proud land across the
airfield on that mothy night under a
cluzter of tropical stare 1 zaid aloud to
myzelf: What a sky, what a day in a
man's life — Beptember 6!

At the customs, immigration, health,
luggage counters, everywhere, there
were Africans on duty, not a single Eu-
ropean. I was literally dazed, and from
that time I seemed to be walking in my
sleep. I was given a piece of paper per-
mitting me to be in MNigeria as long as
I shall be teaching, Otherwlse I have
to get another permit for whatever other
purpose I may have. And no policeman
stopz & man to ask where he comes from
unless he is brought before a court
on a criminal charge, The paper i2 in
my passport, lying safely in my ward-
robe. At every counter the African
officers literally peecred into my face
and mumbled “South Africa, South Af-
riea™, as if T were from Mars or the
moon. 1 felt that these authorities were
not just being polite to me: there was a
gFenuine sense of comradeship, even at
that level.

WNext, to the airport hotel on the
KLM wvan. The following morning, Sa-
turday, I was fetched at 4.45 to catch
the West Afriean Alrways plane to La-
Eos: A journey lasting two-and-a-half
hours. I was wide awake now, my
zenzes were allve with a viclent feeling
of expectancy. I've arrived, I sald to
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myself, I was met by the headmaster
of the secondary school where I am

teaching. Again I was handed from one
African officer to another. I remember
thinking during those moments, as at
Kano, that in a Bouth African civil ser-
vice office I'd be trembling in a fit of
emotional upset amd mental agony in-
side ten minutes, enough to ruin the
rest of my day.

by
EZEKIEL MPHAHLELE

Yes, I was in suburban Lagos. Sub-
urban Lagos! How different from sub-
urban Johannesburg, or Pretoria or Dur-
ban or Cape Town! Whites live where
Africans live (pot vice wversa). Sub-
urban Lagos teems with colourful life,
You ace the Africans in the flowing
garmentz of their national dress, very
clean, dashing about and chatltering en-
thusiastically; a woman going down re-
spectfully on one knee to greet an older
man or woman, not bothering that other
people are close In front or behind her
on the pavement: Then vou see rows of
women =elling cloth, groceries in kiosks
along the street. And they stick to
their posts till late at night, by candle
or electric light, You hear radios blare
lustily; you sec women making up cach
other's hair in front of their houses.
In comparison, the Greensides, Park-
towns, and Killarneys look like large
funeral parlours, frigid, polite, correct,
detached and anaemie,

I could nmever stop asking questions
once we left the airport. “I'm most
happy you've come to join us,” the
headmaster said. "You have wonder-
ful referenges — most glowing ac-
counts of you” He himself holds the
master of arts degree, which he took in
Britain.

We plunged into Lagos city. Follow
me first to the headmaster's house be-
fore I conduct you through the streets
of this Nigerian hub of activity, this
hot little hive of cosmopolitan sailors.
“"Welcawm to this contry,” the head-
master's good plumpy wife sald when
she saw me. West Africans say “o"
for English “u™ (&% in hut). But in
wordz like "come”, “some’, “other™,
the “o" iz phonetically pronounced and
they sound like “cawm", “sawm", etc.
This and other peculiarities lend o
quaintly smooth accent to their English
gpeech. Words like “learn”, “verse"

aod “first” are pronounced ‘'larn’,
“warse”, "fast”. The nearest they can
get to pronouncing my surpame is Mfa-
lele. They have no “hl" or “ph" sound
in their languages. Incidentally, the
main language of the Western Reglon,
where I am, Yoruba, 18 a most unmusal-
cal languages. Sentences end on a high
note, When you expect something more
to come, it deesn't and the only sound
that still rings In your ears is like that
from & deep hollow pit, Ibo, the main
language of the East, iz no better.
Hausa, the language of the North, is
the most melodic to listen to. It has
the same tomes gs ours in the South,
but mnone of these three languages is
anything like Sothe or Zulu or Xhosa
or Shangasn or Venda.

1 had a Nigerian lunch that first day.
Nigerians, like the children of the
Orient, love hot curry and other spices,
Rice and fish are staple foods, with
yams — & shapeless monstresity of the
potato family as large as an average
man's neck. It's pounded and mixed
with ecooked fish and the inevitable cur-
ry. Ewverything is fried with palm oil
and groundout (monkey nut) oil. An-
other staple is fried plantaing, These
are monstrously long bananas and they
are fried in margarine or the other oilz.
All these items make pood dishes, in
addition to "fufu", or "eba'" or "amala”
— various forms of porridge from indi-
genous cereals, Rice is often cooked
together with tomato sauce and raw
tomato and curry. Delectable!

Lagos! A city that amells of aspices.
It has everything about it that I have
seen represented in pictures of Asian
life, An African city. Few Whites
who own shops, few who are in govern-
ment serviee — all looking very foreign,
like men and women who have straved
from a jungle safari. They can't own
land In West Africa., They lease it
{shades of the Dube dwellers!). There

is a sprinkling of Syrians and most un-
Indian Indians.

Lagos iz crowded. Many parts are
like Sophiatown, Orlando. There is
crazy traffic here. Members of the
state police force control the traffic. If
you can drive in Lagos, you should be
able to drive with eyes closed in Eloff
street. There are women police whom
for a long time I took for Wayfarers.
Mavbe that Iz why one doesn't meet a
policeman often here. He is too busy
protecting human life and property, in-
stead of looking after the law as he does

Fighting Talk - Dec., 18567/Jan., 1058,
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kaans-speaking, American and British,
The Afrikaans-speaking capitalisiz only
own 29% of the capital in the mining in-
dustry and they probably own less than
107 of all the capital in 3.A. In fact,
the main owners and controllers, and
therefore oppressors, are the British
and American investorz. The Afrikaans-
speaking capitaliztz are only very, very
junior partnerz in the firm of South
African Capitalism Lt

Doyle claims that there is a National-
ist Party inspired economie drive to cap-
ture capitalism in S5.A. He is wrong.
Meither Doyle nor Lawson have proved
this. There are no facts to support the
assertion that a particular firm can be
called ‘Nationalist controlled’, that is,
controlled by the Nationalist Party.
There iz, 1t i85 true, an économic move-
ment of the Afrikaans-speaking capi-
talist eclass, which receives support and
encouragement from the Nationalist
Party, because these capitalists have

ALAN DOYLE

This correspondence raises two Kinds
of issues., Firstly, my debating man-
ners; secondly, the merits of the present
egonomic boycott.

S0 far as the first itype of polnt is
concerned, let me say frankly that, re-
reading my letter In the November issua
and laking inte account these readers’
reaction, | am s=atisfied that my latter
was unnecessarily rude and irritable,
and | apologisa. [t was mot my inten-
tion to evade any issues but ralher tao
lend point and pungency to those under
discussion; anyway | obwviously failed
and meraely sidetracked attention from
the subject matier.

Regarding the merits of tha economic

boycott, | do nol believe that the MNa-
tionalist Party alone is responsible for
all the oppression and axploitation in

South Africa. | was suggesiing a LINE
OF ARGUMENT wheraby, simple, non-
political people could be induced to take
part in the beycott (“You, quite rightly,
hate the Mationalists, for what they are

FINEST VALUE IN PIPES |I
DR.MACNAB /A

FILTER
SELECTED

i’uge Bixteen

helped to create and bring to power this
political party. The N.P., however,
rules our country for the entire capital-
izt clasa, not just for Afrikaans-speak-
ing capitalists. The entire capitalist
clazs fights viciously to continue malk-
ing maximum profits from the workers,
at the expense of the living standards
of all the people.

Finally, Doyle must appreciate that
apartheid, reserves, passes and loca-
tions are only some of the methods by
which the capitalists force profits from
the workers. The abolition of colour dis-
crimination imvolves an attack on pro-

fitz. Therefore, the Freedom Charter
attacks ALL big capitalists. ALL big
capitalists attack the people. We, in

our turn, fight ALL big capitalists, not
only Afrikaans-zpeaking capitalists.
Lack of zpace prevents further com-
ments,
Yours for the FREEDOM CHARTER!
J. Mokhelohi.

COMMENTS:

doing to the people. Here is a way of
hitting back, when most other ways of
protest are being shut.") In doing so |
over-simplified and incorrectly formu-
lated a part of the argument (the “what-
they-are-doing-to-the-people”™ part.) But
that does not invalidaie the argument
itself: there are plenty of perfectly
cound and genuine grievances which the
people of nearly all clasges and racial
groups hava anainst the Nationalists.

Coth Messrs., Goldberg and Mokhelohi
raige the point that the Afrikaner Na-
tionalist capitalists represent only a sec-
tion of a multi-racial capitalist class
which is responsible, as a whaole, for the
present system of exploitation. Is it
possible, or desirable; then, to isolate the
Mationalists economically? Thesa cor-
respondents concede the existence of a
Mationalist economic movement closely
aesociated with the Nationalist Party,
but stress the difficully of identifying it
and {(at any rate, Mokhelohi) query the
usefulness of so doing. Are they right?

| hawve dealt with these themes al-
ready, to some extent, and would like,
when Fighting Talk has space, to re-
turn to them. In the meantime it would
be interesting to hear other readers’
views on these subjects.

BARRIS BROS. "
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