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STRIKE A BLOW

THERE was a time when the Russians were the most

hated people of all Europe, when they were known
everywhere as the * hangmen of

STRYDOM'S  Europe.” That was the time of the
GENDARMES Tsars, bhefore the revolution, when
every reactionary, oppressive tinpot

tyrant could count on the loyal backing of the tsar and
his lieutenants for their blackest deeds. White South
Africans are beginning to earn something of that pro-
found and bitter hatred from the peoples of Africa, for
their unprotesting acceptance of every Nationalist inter-
vention to uphold oppression, diserimination and
inequality anywhere on the continent. Mr. Ellis, chief
labour-front lientenant of the Nationalist Party, has
widened his frontiers from the Witwatersrand Gold Mines
to the whole of Scuthern Africa. From now on, declares
this Mineworkers Union — Europeans only admitted —
secretary, he- will work -with his counterparts in the
Rhodesias to ™. determine the extent of African
advancement that will be allowed in the Rhodesias.”
It is unnecessary to look wery hard at South African
* advancement " to know that Mr. Ellis has taken up
the holy mission of preventing any advancement what-
soever of African miners in the Southern end of Africa.
When there is talk of promoting some Africans in
Rhodesia to skilled jobs, Mr. Ellis will act the policeman;
Mr. Ellis will threaten the mine-owners with reprisals;
Mr. Ellis will thunder with the voice of Nationalist South
Africa.

This is no passing flight of the Ellis fancy, This is
the policy for which the Nationalist Party has worked.
This is the policy which, il tolerated, will turn white
South Africans into policemen of oppression of all Africa,
Malan's gendarmes of white supremacy, whose name
will become a swearword and a curse on the lips of the
millions of the oppressed, If this is not to happen,
something more is needed than Sir Roy Welensky's
sharp rebuke, White South Africans must strike a public
and spirited blow for the freedom of Africa and all its
people. Now, before it is too late. And the opportunity
to do so is now before them, at the Congress of the
People, which meets next month. Here, for all sections
of our European population, is the chance — the vital
chance to break through the stranglehold of Strauss-
Strydom racial thinking, and to speak up clearly and
unmistakeably for the freedom and rights of men of
all races. This is not just an act of humanity. It is
an act of self-preservation, to save the white citizens of
this country from the hatred that overwhelmed the [':'-l!.f,."i
hangmen, It is time for Liberal, Labour, trade umon
and religious groups to take heed. And send their spokes-
men to the Congress of the People,
M{JST newspaper editors choose to obscure the poverty

of their minds behind the pomposity of the opinions
in their own editorial columns. Not so
Mr. Horace Flather. Last month the
Sales Managers Association was treated
to a full description of the opinions
and dilemmas of the man who daily tells the whole
country what it should be doing and what it should be
thinking. Mr. Flather edits the Johannesburg “Star,”
largest newspaper of that “vile English Press that

BLATHER

NOW  |GOMMENT

Mr. Eric Louw talks about so often and so bitterly.
He is thus a leader of public opinion and a real pillar
of strength to the United Party. He is prepared to
admit that there is, in South Africa, a group * which
tended towards authoritarianism,” but in spite of this,
“people were apt to suspect that every measure was
mnspired by anti-democratic feelings.” Perish the thought!
“It may be that sometimes the interests of the State
—that is, the interest of the great majority of us in the
State — are more important than the unrestricted free-
dom of the individual.” He instanced the recent passport
legislation. “ If it was agreed that every measure must
be taken to thwart Communism, and vet a feeling of
anger was felt at the Passport Bill, what alternatives
could be suggested? That is the dilemma in which some
of us on the Press in South Africa find ourselves . . .*
For a moment it appeared as though the Press was
at a loss. But not for long. Habit reasserts itsell. Mr.
Flather rose again to his accustomed role of expert.
“1 know what Communism 8" And to his role as a
discloser of exclusive scoop stories. He is convinced
of the existence of a Communist organisation in South
Africa. 1 have good reason to believe that its head-
quarters is not in Johannesburg but in Cape Town.”
And to the role of peddler of sensation, * We should
be alarmed if we saw the wide range of revolutionary
literature to be found in certain houses in the Coloured
quarters of District Six, where Non-Europeans, Coloureds,
Indians and Natives, meet regularly to plan the over-
throw of democratic government in South Africa”™ Now
that we know the master-mind behind it, we may well
he forgiven il we take the next ** Star ™ editorial on the
fallacy of school boyeotts as the balderdash it s almost
certain to be.
IT is said that a man may be judged by the company
he keeps. If Dr. A, B, Xuma has any Imgering shred
of regard for the feelings which his
STRANGE fellow-men have about him, he shows

BED-FELLOWS little sign of it. On Monday it was
Mr, Prinsloo of the Native Affairs
Department. On  Tuesday Mr. Carr, Johannesburg

* Manager of Non-European and Native Affairs” And
on Friday it was Dr. Xuma, breaking the silence of
vears to tell the African parents, via the columns of the
press, that they should end the boyeott of the schools
and co-operate in making the Bantu Education Act
work. * We must elect the best possible representatives
to the school boards,” he told the press, “so that they
can see that proper [acilities for the education of the
children are provided.”™ This s the pious doetor’s positive
contribution, in opposition to the “ negative plan™ of
boycott, which turns innocent children nto ™ victims
of a situation over which they had no control,” and who
“for the most part don’t even know what it is all
about.” He can spare us his crocodile tears, and also
the sanctimonious note of his appeal to Dr. Verwoerd
to be © just and magnanimous " and withdraw the threat
to victimise and terrorise all those who boycott. Apart-
heid is, by its very nature, unjust: only those who, like
Dr. Xuma, fail to understand this fact, could ask the
high priest of apartheid to be * magnanimous™ to the
people whose greater oppression he designs,
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CHARTING THE COURSE OF .

STRUGGLE AGAINST BANTU EDUCATION

By L. BERNSTEIN

JUBILANTLY, on April 25th — Dr. Verwoerd's D-day

for closing the already empty and lifeless schools of
the Benoni Location — “Die Vaderland” exulted on its
poster: “ School Resistance Collapses in Ruin.” Whistling
in the dark, to keep their courage up. For from its small
beginning in the small Reef town, the school boyeott
campaign had shaken the foundation of many cherished
Nationalist illusions. While an unholy alliance of Native
Affairs Department officials, Liberal politicians and
newspaper scribes combined to urge that Bantu Education
be given “a fair trial,” the parents of Benoni struck a
blow against Bantu Education which dramatically, over-
night, recalled the country to the battle, and stripped
the Act of the last tattered shred of honeyed benevolence
wih which the State Information Office had so carefully
garnished it. The echoes of Benoni's boycott will be
heard for long to come,

There are times when small pressures, correctly
applied, can shift mountains, Benoni acted at the start
of such a period. There had been much groundwork
before they started. Bantu Education had been discussed,
decried, debated, analysed and denounced so widely by
all its democratic opponents, that no thinking, conscious
African parent remained any longer in doubt; here was
the final process to regiment their sons and daughters
into willing and docile labourers and servants, incapable
of thinking, ignorant in everything, except how to bow
down for ever before the white man boss. Under the
surface of apparent calm, there was a seething, deep-
seated bitterness at this final indignity heaped on the
great South African pyramid of indignity. Somewhere,
in every people's tale of oppression, comes a point at
which they ery: No further!

CALLING A HALT

That ery was raised first by the African National
Congress, It found an echo amongst African parents
everywhere in the land. It found an echo at the annual
Congress Conference last December, where a call was
made to all parents to withdraw their children from
the schools from the day the new Bantu Education
authorities took over the schools. It found an echo in
the Anglican Church, whose Johannesburg Diocese
decided to change its schools over to family centres,
rather than lend them to this travesty of Education. No
further! In the fathers and mothers of Verwoerd's
school-going victims there grew determination not to
co-operate in  Vervoerd's debasement of their own
children.

It is not always easy to chart a course through
troubled waters. At the beginning it was not easy for
the African National Congress to plot the course of
non-co-operation. The first call, for a total withdrawal
of children from the schools from April 1st, was an
attempt, albeit a crude one, to plot the course, Its very

crudity roused confusion. Withdraw, yes, But for how
long? As a short-lived protest demonstration, or for good
and all? In the fierce debate and controversy that raged
around the question, the African National Congress
moved towards clarity, and perspectives which opened up
the way ahead.

It was a painful process, as growth is painful. Even
now it is not complete, There was the Congress National
Executive, meeting in Durban as late as March, still
dominated by the crude outline of a total withdrawal,
of all children simultaneously throughout the land. Crude
because it is not realisable, because it does not take
account of reality. Withdrawal, it was resolved, was to
take place “on a date to be set by the President
General.” But people do not wait for dates to be set,
when once they have understood and are ready. Life
will not mark time amongst the vanguard, while it waits
for the most laggardly and slow to catch up. There
could never be a date at which the whole country would
act unitedly, in concert, unless somewhere along the
line a living process is started off—a process whose very
existence launches others into action, one after another,
until it finally reaches full stature, with all the people
acting together towards the same goal.

CHAIN REACTION

The H-bomb, it is said, develops its frightful power
through a chain-reaction; one atom-splitting process
setting in motion another and yet another. But still it
needs a trigger — an explosive atom-bomb trigger M
to set it all in action. Perhaps the parents of Benoni,
or those more far-sighted leaders who urged them on,
understood that, in their own way, they would trigger
a chain-reaction in South Africa which can destroy
Bantu Education at its birth. Whether they understood
it in fact or not, the chain reaction has been started.
First it was Benoni. Newclare, Sophiatown, Moroka,
Jabavu were not far behind,

And still the process gathers momentum along the
way each new boycott giving inspiration to another,
each new action leading the way to more. Certainly the
process is irregular; here and there the boycott move-
ment grows discouraged, or is intimidated and dies down.
But elsewhere it flares up more fiercely than ever. The
chain-reaction, aided and assisted by all who detest
Bantu Education, will not easily be ended now it has
been set in motion. Each new threat from Dr. Verwoerd,
each new “ School or jail " circular, each new summary
dismissal of teachers and closing of a school serves only
to expose still more clearly the real character of Nation-
alist-sponsored education ,and to strengthen the resolve
of parents not to submit.

The situation changes, rapidly. By the time this
article is in print, it will doubtless have been transformed.
When the AN.C. Executive met in Durban in- March
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and decided that the whole country was not ready to
boycott finally and for ever on April lst, it was no doubt
correct. In ignoring the staring fact that some areas
would be ready to boycott for as long as seemed wise,
it was undoubtedly wrong. The action in Benoni, quickly
followed in Johannesburg, proved just how wrong. With
the best will in the world, it is not always easy for the
leaders to be right. Sometimes, when the leaders are
wrong, the people lead and the leaders follow. That is
the way it was in Benoni. And when the people lead,
it is time for the leaders to reconsider their position,
to learn from the people or lose their claim to leader-
ship. That was the position with which the people who
started the boycott faced the African National Congress.

SHIFTING GROUND

Doubtless the A.N.C. reappraisel of its position was
“ agonising,” Carefully — and the action could have
been quicker — the Working Committee caught up with
the people it secks to lead, and called on all areas every-
where to follow Benoni in boycotting Bantu schools.
At the time of writing, it is still too early to judge
whether this right step has come too late for the right
moment, or whether it has started new chain reactions
in the strugele which has opened.

Yet still there are mistakes being made, and errors
being persisted in. In the places which are boycotting,
there have been some cases — hut not nearly so many
cases as the daily press and Government spokesmen have
made out — where threats and intimidation have been
allowed to replace persuasion and explanation, in urging
parents and children to boycott the schools. Those who
threaten, no doubt mean well; they aim at making the
boycott a success. But their methods are mistaken and
must be curbed, for they will lead to enmity between
organisers and the people, and open the way to disunity,
antagonism and finally to the disruption of the whole
boycott, The trade union movement has learnt through
many vyears of bitter struggle, that workers cannot be
coerced into striking. They must be convinced, persuaded
and won over; and only when that has been done is it
possible to strike successfully; threats and physical force
are reserved for last resort action against strike-breakers
who use the protecting arm of the police to break up
and disrupt what the majority of the workers have
freely decided upon. The liberation movement must take
that experience to heart.

There are some pundits who question whether this
is the “ permanent™ boycott, or only a protest which
1s now under way. This rigid formalism obscures the real
situation. This is a movement which is beginning; in
one place it will be temporary, of short duration; in
another it will carry on for weeks and months; but it
i5 a movement, changing, growing and developing.
Whether it will be “only™ a protest demonstration, or
will snowball out into a great nation-wide, total with-
drawal of children from all Verwoerd's schools, does
not and cannot depend on whether it is * resolved ™
by a committee anywhere that it shall be one thing or
another; it depends only and entirely on how effectively
and courageously thinking people everywhere enter into
the movement, spreading it, helping it along, guiding
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it and setting an example which people elsewhere will
follow.

At the same time it is clearly asking for difficulty
to proclaim * total,” * permanent ™ boycott at the outset
of a local action, and this can tend only too quickly
to doubt and confusion, even demoralisation, when 1t is
seen that the ultimate 1s not attainable in the very early
stages of the campaign. Having proclaimed to the people
that the boycott is to be * permanent”™ then puts any
new assessment of tactics in the light of a setback, and
results in a flageing of morale. ™ Total boyeott™ is an
aim to be achieved, not a directive to be rammed willy-
nilly down people’s throats before they are prepared. The
total boycott will not be * proclaimed ”; it will develop
from local spreading action.

HO ORDERS

After a week of local, developing boyeott, one A N.C.
Executive members says, in the “ Bantu World,” that
the total boyeott will only take place when it is
“ordered” by the President General. The liberation
movement can leave it to the army commandants to
“order” people into action, There is no time, when the
people are engaged in active strugele, for these military-
despotic conceptions of political work. A liberation leader
does not “order™ people; he leads. And he leads only
by entering into every struggle, by being always close
to the people, by setting the highest examples of discipline,
courage and activity, by raising people to his own level
of understanding through patient explanation and
through experience in actions of all kinds. Let those
who want to “order™ the people into action ponder
well the tale of King Canute. A process has been set
im action in Benoni, and it can not be rolled back.
Whichever way the tide may turn, it has started.
Ordinary people have broken through the heavy blanket
of silence which has hung so heavily around South Africa
since the Defiance Campaign ended. They have taken
up the cudgels of open, militant fight against the dark
future of apartheid. And there is nothing which now
can stop that process or make 1t conform to orders, It
has started moving, and however long it takes, it can
end only in the complete destruction of Bantu Education
as Verwoerd has planned it

Who would dare foretell the future? Will the people
through their own imtiative be able to find adequate
ways of educating their own children — in their homes,
in clubs, in independent schools? Or will the slow,
powerful upsurge throughout the country foree the Gov-
ernment to retreat from Bantu Education and provide
proper civilised schools, and education as the word is
understood by all decent, democratic ple? These are
things no man can answer. Once the millions of the
people begin to move, all things become possible. And
today — fired by the beacon which has been lit at
Benoni — they begin to move. The Benoni idea has
gripped the imagination of the people everywhere; and
all men who long for liberation will help it onward.
There is no force in Strydom's Africa so powerful as
an idea whose time has come,
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THE FB.'s

WITNESS

By BEN GILES

IN the police-states of fascism, where

informers could be bought for a
square meal, there used to be a say-
ing: ‘He les like an eye-witness.'
In America the saying is being
revised: ‘He lies like an F.B.I. wit
ness.! Meet Mr. Harvey Matusow, a
phenomenon of Eisenhower America,
the man who lied *like an eye-
witness” for the F.BI. And then
blew the lid off the brew of anti-
Communist witch-hunting which he
had helped the F.B.I. concoct.

Matusow is bespectacled, ruddy-
cheeked, twenty-eight years old, a
New Yorker. Sometime, round about
1947, he joined the Communist Party.
In 1951 he was expelled. The reasons
for his expulsion vary. Officially the
reason stated was that he was giving
information to the F.B.I. Matusow
himself says that the reason was that
he was pocketing subscription for
the Daily Worker. Probably bath
stories are true. Never a man to pass
up a chance of making a dishonest
dollar, Matusow was soon an “ expert
on Communism.” The pay was not
bad—twenty-five dollars a day plus
expenses — as a witness for the
Department of Justice.

There were also pickings on the side.
Television featured the stool-pigeon,
and invitations to speak at business-
muns luncheons poured in. He spoke
on “ Americanism” and “ Loyalty,”
to - high. school and college forums.
Senator McCarthy took him in tow,
and placed an aeroplane at his dis-
posal — paid for by the Republican
Party’s National Committee — so
that he could crusade for honest Joe
during the 3enator’s election cam-
paign in Wisconsin in 1952, MecCar-
thy's running aide, Roy Cohn, helped
him along, and introduced Matusow
in influential cireles. Matusow paid
off this kindness by smearing two
Democratic Party senators who op-
posed MecCarthy's re-election.

The F.B.I. were impressed with
Matusow. Not because he knew any-
thing of any particular importance,
but because he was willing to give
eye-witness evidence of anything the
F.B.I. wanted. In a short time, he
had listed over a hundred and eighty
people who, he said, he * knew™
were members of the Communist

Party, Few were; but the Un-Ameri-
can Activities Committee could be
relied on not to be too cautious in
is acceptance of his lies. The pro-
minent Protestant leader, Bishop
Bromley Omxnam, he accused of
“ Communist sympathies.”” The pro-
minent scholar and authority en Far
Eastern Affairs, Owen Lattimore,
faces imprisonment on Matusow’s
testimony that he was “a follower
of the Communist line,” Clinton
Jenks, organiser of the Mine, Mill
and Smelter Workers' Umion, s in
prison, convicted of perjury for
stating that he was not a member
of, the Communist Party when
Matusow swore he was. And four of
the thirteen Communist leaders who
have been imprisoned for conspiring
to teach the overthrow of the Amerni-
can Government were convicted on
the sworn testimony of Matusow.

For a time, Matusow lived in the
limelight, a hero of the Un-American
Committee. He basked in the publi-
city; he subscribed to a press-cutting
service which sent him clippings of
every press report in which he was
mentioned. Then, as new * experts,”
new ‘“eye-witnesses,” came forward
to steal the limelight — Whittaker
Chambers, Lows Budenz the
rewards in cash and adulation for this
loyal American patriot began to
dwindle. For a time Matusow sup-
plemented his earnings by making up
a private blacklist of * Communist
fronters,” which he hawked to the
television broadcasting companies;
and at the same time blackmailed
radioc and television artists into pay-
ing him sums for keeping their names
off the blacklist.

Finally even that avenue of easy

—

money ran out. Matusow’s name
began to  vanish from the news
culumns and his weekly batch of

press cllppmgs faded away. But it is
hard to keep a good man down.
Matusow decided that the time had
come to write a best-seller. “1 was
Stalin's Agent™ and “I Was a Com-
munist Spy” had already been done
to death. Matusow found a new
angle — I was a liar for the F.B.IL
He sat down and started writing his
book. He titled it “Blacklisting is My
Business.” His publishers stripped it

of its air of respectability; they called
it bluntly: “False Witness,” In it he
“blows the gaff.,” not just the inter-
esting personal sidelights of the
private life of a star F.B.I. witness—
his marriage, purely temporary, to
one of the “ smart set™ to which he
was introduced by Roy Cohn; and
his stealing of his wife’s money —
but also on the way sworn testimony
18 arranged for anti-Communist hear-
ings in America.

“False Witness” brought Matusow
back into a short-lived limelight. He
appeared on television and radio; he
had interviews and conferences with
the press; he was summoned once
again before public and private
sessions of Senate and other govern-
ment agencies. In a new, sworn affi-
davit, he confessed that he was
directed to give “fabricated evidence™
by the United States Gowvernment.
Those who had once fawned
on him, turned on him like
wolves, Suddenly, uvemight, Matusow
wils desc:nbed as “an unmitigated
liar,” “a psychopath,” “a Communist
in disguise of an anti-Communist.”
The last suggestion came from the
embarassed chairman of the Un-
American Activities Committee.

For a time, Matusow’s press clip-
pings piled up rapidly once again.
It was a short-lived triumph, Clinton
Jencks, falsely convicted on Matusow’s
perjured evidence, applied to court
for a retrial. Matusow, appearing this
time as a witness for Jem:n]m testifying
that he had lied at the first trial,
found himself on the receiving end
of the American gun-barrel justice
which has grown out of anti-Com-
munist hysteria, “This hearing was
deliberately brought on for the pur-
pose of attacking the F.B.I. and the
Justice Department” said the judge,
rounding on witness Matusow, *a
carefully thought-out scheme to
generally discredit . . . the testimony
of undercover agents and former
Communist Party members.” Matu-
sow was summarily found guilty of
contempt of court, and sentenced to
three years imprisonment.  The
FB.I. led him off.

Harvey Matusow will not enjoy
much of the limelight from here on.
The three-year sentence will see to
that; But “False Witness” remains, a
revelation of the whole system of paid

lies and falsehoods on  which
America’s anti-Communist  hysteria
has been based.
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The Nats. have cut another bond with democracy says

ALAN DOYLE

SWART AND THE JUDGES

D]REE’I‘ED against the decaying feudal system, the

democratic revolutions of the past centuries, led by
the propertied middle classes, laid great stress on. the
equality of citizens before the law. “To none shall justice
be sold or denied,” was the central theme of Magna
Carta. Montesquieu, Locke and others whose political
theories laid the theoretical foundations for the French
and American constitutions, emphasised the need for the
independence of the judiciary from the legislative and
administrative arms of the Government.

It was natural for them to place this emphasis, for
the corruption, inconsistency and inequity of the feudal
Courts intolerably hampered the free development of
industry and commerce.

It was equally natural and inevitable that they
should totally ignore the central issue of our own times:
the inequality of property relations between the haves
and the have-nots, Because they did not and could not
tackle this issue, the freedom and equality established
even in the most advanced of the bourgeois republics
were in a substantial measure illusory. To the masses of
the people, equality before the law was an empty phrase
that could not house the homeless, feed the hungry, or
hide the glaring inequality between the workman and his

master. ‘
In our own times the lormer middle classes, now the

ruling classes, secking to preserve in their turn an out-
worn decaying social order, have turned to destroying
the democratic heritage of the past. Everywhere, it is the
labour movement, the advanced democrats of today,
which seeks to preserve and enlarge the rights won in
the eighteenth and nineteenth Centuries. It is easy to
see why; for democratic constitutions provide A Means
for social progress, and a bastion against reaction.

Universal franchise, the cornerstone of a democratic
constitution, has never prevailed in South Africa. But our
very imperfect constitution, which makes but the barest
concessions to the classic principles of democratic theory,
does nevertheless provide for a system of permanent
judicial appointments which is clearly intended to safe-
puard the judges against interference from the govern-
ment of the day. It has been the past practice to select
the senior judges from members of the legal profession who
have shown the most knowledge and skill in the law,
irrespective of their political leanings,

It goes without saying that in a country such as
ours this system could not work ideally. For one thing,
all the judges are, inevitably, White men in “comfort-
able” circumstances. Being human, they could not have
been expected to divorce themselves from their own
background and environment. Again, the judges have of
necessity been guided not by some abstract verities of
eternal justice, but by the concrete laws of the Union
Parliament: laws both unfair and unjust.

Yet, within these limits, the judges of appeal in this
country have set a remarkably high standard of integrity
and - impartiality. They rejected the Coloured Vote law,
made a laughing stock of the High Court of Parliament,

and set aside the Lord High Executioner's ban on Mr.
Ngevela bhecause it offended the principles of natural
Justice.

Members of the Nationalist Cabinet have not hesi-
tated to respond to these actions with violent public
attacks on the Appeal Judges. The Nats have decided
to play the “democratic” game, but if the rules do not
favour them they make new rules, and if the umpires
decide against them they'll have new wumpires.

It is with this background in mind that the people
of South Africa will view the appointment of five new
Appeal Court judges, There were no vacancies in the
Appellate Division; the Government however created
them; the new judges are specifically created in the light
of “constitutional changes.” Ewverybody believes that the
Appeal Court has now been “packed” to wrangle through
the Coloured Franchise legislation,

The Hon. Percy U. Fischer, a former O.F.S. Judge-
President, put his finger on the spot when he said that
this would “bring a doubt in the mind of the public
as to the integrity of the Bench.

Such doubts have been very substantially reinforced
by the speeches of Messrs, Swart and Strijdom in the
current Assembly debate. They have made it perfectly
clear that the reason for the changes in the composition
of the Appellate Division is their dissatisfaction with the
1952 judgement on the Coloured Vote Act. It is not
necessary to ask the invidious question whether they have.
received any assurances from the new judges regarding
their attitude to the legality of the Act, for the principle
15 clear enough., The principle is: “If the Court does
not rule for us we shall change the Court and go on
changing it till we get the decision we want.”

Most revealing of all was the Prime Minmster's crude
bluster in reply to the damning resolution of the Johan-
nesburg Bar. The barristers of Johannesburg, a body of
professional men of all shades of political opinion, and of
unguestionable integrity had unanimously adopted at a
general meeting a devastating criticism of the Appellate
Division Quorum Bill, and of Mr. Swart’s new appoint-
ments, which would have caused any government more
sober than that of Strijdom, Swart and Verwoerd to
have grave second thoughts,  Strijdom’s reply was a
typical string of invective and untruths. He concluded
with a threat. These barristers, he said, could forget any
hopes they might have cherished of being appointed as
judges. .

Could any clearer expression be found of the Govern-
ment's intention to pack the bench with its own
supporters?

As a matter of fact, by tampering in this way with
courts, Minister of Justice Swart has put a time-bomb
under the foundations of the South African legal system.
Its effects may not be noticed immediately, but in the
end it can only result in the people having as much con-
fidence in our judges as they now have in our Cabinet
Ministers.
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Out of the Ogaden

HE skeletal Bntish civil adminis-

tration, all that remained of the
British occupation of the Ogaden
Province of Ethiopia, was withdrawn
on February 28 and the so-called
Reserved Area—25,000 square miles
in arca and inhabited by about
300,000 people-—was handed back to
Ethiopia.

This resulted [rom an  agreement
reached between the British Govern-
ment and Haile Selassie 1, Emperor
of Ethiopia, during the visit paid by
the latter to London last October.

The return of the Reserved Area
of the Ogaden Province to Ethiopia
was, from the Ethiopian point of view,
not a day too soon, Indeed, the
Ethiopians had expected it back ten
years earher—at the end of the war.

This belated action on the part of
the British Government has been
treated as il it were some magnani-
mous gesture or, alternatively, has
heen regarded as a shabby betrayal of
the Somali tribes who use the area
for grazing their cattle.

Of magnanimity there is not a iota
of evidence, but of shabbiness there
s plenty. And it 15 not only the
Somalis who have been treated in
this way. The guestion at issue arises
from an old and very familiar cause
—-the promise by an imperialist power
of land which it does not possess to

two different peoples at  different
times.,
The story of the Oeaden land

dispute goes hack to 1884. That year
the Somali tribes were said to have
placed themselves “wvoluntarily” under
British protection and “had under-
taken, in return, never to cede their
lands to any other government. In
1897, a wyear after the Emperor
Menelik of Ethiopia had decisively
defeated the Italians at Adowa, the
British  Government  reached an
apreement with Ethiopia on the
establishment of a frontier between
the British Protectorate of Somaliland
and Ethiopia. The treaty recognised
the whole of the Ogaden Province,
including the area considered as tra-
ditional grazing grounds of the Somali
tribes, as Ethiopian territory,

TREATY
For almost the whole of the period
between 1897 and the war with

Italy in 1935, the Ethiopian Govern-

ment  exercised little contrel on the
frontier with British Somaliland and
British officers used to follow the
tribes from Somaliland on thar
annual migrations over the border to
collect taxes and perform other ad-
minstrative functions. However,
despite the apparent lack of control
of the Ethiopian Government over
the border areas these incursions were
not in any way interpreted by the

By

DESMOND BUCKLE

British as compromising Ethiopia’s
territorial integrity in any way. In.
deed, the preamble to an Anglo-
French-Italian Treaty signed in Lon-
don in 1906 declared that it was in
the common interest of the three
Powers “to maintain intact the n-
tegrity of Ethiopia” and the British
were bound by. it

Fascist Italy's violation of the 1906
Treaty and the invasion and conguest
of Ethiopia  in 1935 removed the
Ethiopian Government from the field
of dispute involving the frontier with
Somaliland.

After the liberation of Ethiopia and
Somaliland from [Italian occupation
in 1941 the British Government en-
tered into an Agreement with the
Ethiopian Government providing for
the occupation by British forces of the
Ogaden Province for the duration of
the war. To the intense resentment
of the Ethiopians full military occu-
pation continued until 1952, The
decision of the British to remain in
occupation was, without a doubt, in-
fluenced by the Sinclair-Ethiopian oil
agreement which was signed in 1945,

This gave exclusive prospecting
rights, oil development and produc-
tion over the entire territory of

Ethiopia with activity centred mainly
in the Ogaden Province, to the Ame-
rican company.
SOMALI CLAIM

Meanwhile the Somalis were de-
manding that the British should se-
cure for them permanent ownership
of the Ogaden grazing grounds. They
based their claims on the interpreta-
tion of their 1884 treaty to mean

that British protection extended over
all lands which the Somalis regarded

as their own and they had not been

without encouragement in this belief,

The first step towards ending the
British military occupation of the
Ogaden came in 1952, An agreement
was reached in this connection after
Britain had successfully campaigned
in the United Nations for the fede-
ration of the former Italian colony
of Eritrea with Ethiopia. The British
withdrew their military administra-
tion from most of the Ogaden on
Ethiopia undertaking to pay the
British Government the sum of
£950,000, This amount was payable
in excess of the revenue obtained by
the British during their occupation.

However, the Brtizh still held on
to the Reserved Area and continued
to try, as they had done since 1946,
to satisfy the Somalis' requirements
either by exchanging this tract of land
for a corridor at the north-western
corner of British Somaliland, and
thereby giving Ethiopia the port of
Zeila, or alternatively by leasing the
area, or by extending the occupation.

The Ethiopians refused to accept
any of these alternatives and con-
tinued to insist on the return of the
Reserved Area and the upholding of
their 1897 treaty with Britain.

BAIT TO ETHIOPIA

As Ethiopia was drawn more and
more into the U.S. orbit and Britain’s
strategic position in the Middle East
hegan to assume an increasingly un-
favourable aspect, the Emperor's hand
was strengthened in bargaining with
Britain. When he came to London in
October, 1934, Haile Selassie knew
the enhanced strategical wvalue of his
country as an immediate result of the
developments that had recently un-
folded in the Suez and in the Sudan.
The new strategical importance of
Ethiopia was emphasised by The
Times Addis Ababa correspondent
when he wrote on August 17, 1954 :
“With Britain preparing to evacuate
the Suez Canal zone, with the Arab
States more or less cool towards co-
operation with the west, and with the
Sudan headed towards independence,
there would seem to be a missing link
in the area between the Mediter-
ranean and the Indian Ocean. Only
time and subsequent developments
will reveal whether Ethiopia intends
in future to supply that link.”

(Con'tinued on page 13)
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THE AFRO-ASIAN CONFERENCE AT BANDUNG

“Without Peace Our Independence Means Little”
said President Soekarno of Indonesia, opening the Conference
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... In creating Group Areas the Nationalists are dispensing with even

the most Iimiied_ safeguards _of demucracz and are . ..

SIDE-STEPPING THE RULE OF LAW

HE UI‘UIJF Areas Act has now been law for [ive YLars,
It is one of the cornerstones of Nationalist rule for
its provisions were to make apartheid possible, This year
Parhament has before it several Bills to amend the act.
The story of the attempted application of the act and now
these amending bills is sharp evidence that the time has
arrived in South Africa when the Nationalist Govern-
ment in order to carry out its policies, feels compelled to
dispense with even the most limited safeguards of demo-
cratic procedures, The rule of law has become outworn.
It has proved to be incompatible with the aims of the
Group Areas Act, and so it is being cast aside,
* k kK

In the 1950 parhamentary session Dr, Dénges gave
the Group Arcas Act the most flattering introduction,
It would be administered, he said, in a fair and equitable
way. Dr. Donges went to great trouble to explain the
procedure for the declaration of a group area, and he
said repeatedly —— answering and anticipating his critics

that all interested partics would be heard before a
group area was declared, and that the Land Tenure
Board would sit as a judicial body.

Numerous inquiries in terms of the act were held
in different parts of the country. All followed an omi-
nously identical pattern. In one country town after
another, zoning schemes were produced either by the
Nationalist-controlled Town Council or by the organised
Nauonalist businessmen. The place names were different,
the sizes of the population affected varied, but in every
instance the proposed group areas demanded the expul-
sion of long-stablished Non-European populations from
their homes and business sites and their re-settlement in
far-off ghettoes. * Wolmaransstad Wants Indians out of
Town,"” said the Star of 19/10/53; “Carolina Secks to
Move Indians™ (Star 9/9/533); “Bare Land Proposed for
Indians in Glencoe™ (Rand Daily Mal 13/11/53);
“Town for Indians 15 Mines from City Proposed” (Star
12/5/53).

In some cases there was not even an attempt to
hide the real motive of the zoning proposals: the blatant
cffort by local businessmen to ruin thew Indian com-
petitors,

At one hearing of the Board the representative of
the local municipality said:

“We do not look for justice for the Indian alone.

We want it for the White man too. And the justice

of this arrangement lies in this — the foreign domi-

nation of trade in a White town must be ended.

That is justice to the White man, to whom the

country belongs.”

“We find that . . . extravagant demands are made

extravagant demands, Mr. Chairman, to the
effect that what they (the Indians) have, they
must keep . . ."”

The proceedings of the Land Tenure Board dragged
on for months without finality being reached in any one
centre. The threatened Indian Communities used what
rights the Act offered them: they countered the mowves
to expel them from their propertics with figures and
facts of the losses they would incur and the injustice
they would suffer.

The obviously fraudulent, sell-interested nature of the
zoning proposals was not difficult to see and became
more patent as the Board proceeded. Leading in this
legal battle was the South African Indian Congress, the
most representative and the most militant organisation
of the Indian people to whose credit must go the con-
certed opposition of Indians to this act, Taking the
statements of the Minister of the Interior at their face
value and reading the act as it was formulated, the
S.ALC, asserted i legal rights to be represented and
wsed every opportunity to show that the declaration of
group arcas would be unjust.

The 1950 Act does not state that group areas musi
be set up. It i1s the duty of the Board, quoting section
27 of the act, to “inquire into and by means of a written
report, advise the Minister in regard to the desirability
or otherwise of " recommending group areas.

But the Land Tenure Board chose to characterise
the evidence of the South African Indian Congress that
croup areas would be damaging and unjust as * obstruc-
tionist.” Here, early on, began the process of listening
only to what was acceptable and ¢rying to deny a hear-
ing to those who argue against the inclinations of the
Board. .

Already in 1952, the Chairman of the Land Tenure
Advisory Board, speaking at a SABRA conference. let
the first cat out of the bag. He said that a scheme had
been approved under which a committee of government
officials might be appointed to act at any place where
a local authority refused to undertake group planning
or could not agree on a plan. This was only a hint of
what was to come.

In 1953 the Land Tenure Board illegally took action
to silence the representatives of the South African Indian
Congress. In opposing the establishment of group areas,
said the Board, the representatives of the 5.A.LC. were
obstructing, and their representations could not be
entertained. The Supreme Court over-ruled this decision.
In the course of its application the Land Tenure Board
maintained (flatly contradicting Dr. Donges) that it was
not a quasi-judicial body, and that it did not have to
follow the principles of natural justice in conducting its
INGUITIEs.

In his judgment Mr. justi-:u de Wet quoted the
cstablished precedent that “ when a statute empowers
a public official to give a decision prejudicially affecting
the property or liberty of an individual, that individual
has a right to be heard before action iz taken against
him.” {Continued on page 12)
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Short Story

I WANT 35. They can do 35 and 1 expect you to

make it 35.”

* But, Mr. Segal, I already have to chase the boys
to get 30. They'll never manage it.”

“If they can do 30, they'll do 35." Sam Segal's
voice began to rise and he gripped the edge of his
desk. Then he remembered he was not to get excited.
He eased the chair back from the desk and stared up
at the production manager.

Before the old man had agreed to employ Whalley,
it had taken his partners — both of them his sons-in-
law — several days of hard arguments,

“In the first place you can't learn anything about
production in a university. In the second place he's
never been inside a factory in the first place,” he told
them. And:

“1 built up this business with my own hands. I
didn’t need no fancy-shmancy theories.”

But Whalley had made good.

Sam Segal had looked on with disgust as the dapper
young man stood in his white coat, timing workers
with a stop watch. He had grumbled on principle at
each innovation: the raising of the height of work-tables,
the provision of new seating, the fluorescent lighting,
the rearrangement of machinery. He had waxed sar-
castic at Whalley's exquisitely neat diagrams, pains-
takingly shaded and defined in coloured inks.

“ What's it now an artist we got to employ 7™ he
demanded.

All the same, Whalley's graphs and diagrams and
memoranda produced results. Production went up. The
old man lapsed into silence.

A few months previously, Whalley had produced
a revolutionary scheme for the knotting department,
where seated side by side in parallel rows, African
workers fed coils of wire into the steel jaws of their
machines, When the coil was properly adjusted the
worker brought his foot down smartly on a pedal. This
caused the machine to tie the end of the wire into a
neat knot, making a completed spring, which the
worker then dropped onto an endless belt.

Whalley's revolutionary idea was simply to abolish
the foot-pedal, and instead to have the machine operated
mechanically at set intervals, Thus instead of the man,
the machine set the pace. The operative had to keep
up with the new rhythm, or spoil a length of wire.

“You'll have to put up with a lot of spoilt wire
for the first week or so, while the knotters get used
to it,”" Whalley had warned.

After two days, ten men were sacked for spoiling
wire, The wastage stopped.

When the machines were pedal-operated, the
average “score” of the best workers was 10 springs
per minute, which Whalley had rated as * ninety per

SPEED-UP

By MICHAEL HARMEL

cent. efficiency.” After the first two weeks of mechancal
operation, they had the machines clicking over at 20
per minute.

“You kvow,” old Sam told his son-in-law Harry,
“that young Whalley is a very clever young man.”

When Harry repeated this remark later to Jerry, he
added, "l could hardly keep a straight face.”

The morning the rate was put up to 30, young

Sam Zulu caught his finger in his machine, nearly

severing the top joint, As if at a signal, all the men
stopped work and left their machines. The foreman,
De Villiers, couldn’t budge them; they demanded to
see the boss. Eventually Harry Kling himself, carrying
fifty pounds worth of clothes on his back, had to be
called down from the directors’ office,

“What's all this? he began loudly and confidently.

An elderly man stepped forward from the group
of workers, who had fallen inte an uneasy silence at
Harry's appearance. His name was Philemon Dhlamini.
He had worked for Sam Segal since the days when the
present managing director of Paragon Springs (Pty.)
Ltd, had been the proprietor of a tiny bicycle shop in
Braamfontein.

“ Baas Harry,” he said, * We don’t want this speed-
up. We want to work with the foot-pedals like before.
To work like this — we can’t sleep at mght. It s
killing us.”

Old Philemon's tone was respectful enough, and
his comrades stood quiet and stull; yet Harry was sud-
denly filled with the most abject terror. He had to
fight with himself, not to look behind him for a path
to run away. Then he concentrated on staring at
Philemon’s torn shirt his patched and repatched overaals.
Damn it, he thought, nothing but a lot of black savages.
He turned the anger he felt with himself, his cowardice,
outwards at the workers.

“ Hard work never killed anyone,” the old lie came
to his rescue. “ There's no place here for any boy
who doesn't want to work., I'm the boss, and I say
how the work’s got to be done here” He was shouting
now. “You don’t like the job? Then take your pass
and go! Now! Who wants to go? Those who want
their passes stay here. The rest of you get back to your

machines.”

There was a long pause. Heavy things were being
weighed in those minutes. The sick child at home who
coughed and coughed. The scores of hungry ragged
workers who came every morning to the factory gates
looking for jobs. The fierce police, prowling the streets
for passes, arresting unemployed workers, sending them
away to forced labour on the farms.

Then, one by one, men started slowly back to the
machines.
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Sam Segal was neither as conservative nor as
difficult to persuade as his two young partners, Harry
Kling and Jerry Gordon, made him out to be. In fact,
since they had joined the [irm, he had developed a
habit of pretending to be more inflexible than he really
was; for he distrusted Jerry’s judgement, his facile
enthusiasm for every new idea that he got out of the
American “ efficiency ™ magazines, and he privately
regarded Harry with contempt as a bootlicker and a
windbag. But, beneath it, it was he who was the real
innovator in the business: once he had satisfied himself
of its profitable possibilities he would pursue an innova-
tion with a ruthless and purposeful tenacity of which
the others were quite incapable, He was the real boss;
he “allowed” Harry and Jerry to “ persuade™ him
much as a shrewd wife manages a conceited husband.

Now he forced the reluctant Whalley to step up
the machines still faster. He had it all worked out in
his mind. If the pace was too hot, they could always
go back to 30 per minute. Meanwhile, it would cost
nothing to try — one of his favourite phrases,

* * *

After the scene with Harry, about a dozen of the
knotters had quit. But, after remaining nearly to the
last with them, Philemon Dhlamini had spat disgustedly
on the floor and gone back to work, He had it in his
mind that he would soon leave the job; but first he
wanted to speak to Sam Segal personally,

Whalley decided not to introduce the 35-per-
minute rate too abruptly. He worked out a wvariable-
speed gadget which enabled him to start off at the
usual 30 and gradually gain speed without the workers
being quite conscious of what was happening.

At the end of that day, Philemon hardly heard
the * chayile-time " hooter. Instcad of hurrying off to
catch his train, he sat a long time on a packing case,
his jacket over his arm, dead beat.

When at last he got outside the factory, he saw
Segal getting into his car, and went up to him.

“Can I speak to the baas?"

“Yes, Philemon,” Segal felt uncomfortable,

“1 leave today, oubaas™

“Getting too old for work, eh Philemon. Going
back to the farm, eh? Let the umfaans work for you
now !

Philemon could not be put off.

“No boss. I'm not too old for work. I've got no
children to work for me — they're all married. I'm
leaving — this job no good. Work too much, Work
like slaves. No good, baaz Sam."”

Sam Segal was well under control. The old African’s
last words did not exist for lum, any more than the
memory of that same broad honest face sweating by
his side in Segal's Bicvele Works, thirty, forty vears
ago.
¢ “Ya, Philemon, we all get old,” said Segal. “ Good
luck to you now, my boy,” He signalled to his chauffeur
to drive off, and pressed a coin into Philemon’s hand.

The old man stood on the pavement, watching the
Cadillac sail down the road, swing round the corner.
Then he seemed to realise he was holding something.
He opened his hand and looked at the shilling. Then
he cursed — a Zulu curse from the depths of his heart

and flung the coin violently against the window of
the main office, where it fell with a sliver of broken
glass on the managing director’s desk.

{Continued from page 10)

The first amending Bill w the Group Areas Act
this year establishes that this principle of South African
law be excluded from the workings of the Group Areas
Act. The Land Tenure Board under the amendment,
will have the power to decide which representatives it
shall hear and which schemes it shall consider. There
can be little doubt that in the light of the past attitudes
of the Board, the genuine representatives of the Indian
people will be denied hearings.

The Johannesburg hearings of the Board witnessed
the next flouting of the recognised principles of natural
justice, When the proceedings were half heard the Board
chairman — in crder to assist with the removal of the
Western Areas — issued a public statement to the effect
that Sophiatown would shortly be proclaimed a White
Group Area. He made this announcement despite an
undertaking to the representatives of Sophiatown resi-
dents that he would hear their detailed representations.
Again the Transvaal Supreme Court was called on to
decide the issue. Mr. de Vos Hugo and his Board stated
that the fate of Sophiatown had been fixed by Cabinet
decision and that the Board was under the impression
that it therefore had no power to inguire into the area.

The farcical nature of the Act is nowhere better
illustrated than by this episode. Here the Union’s most
intricate and involved Act is completely side-stepped
and the government ignores its provisions for the
declaration of group areas and arbitrarily and illegally

THE GROUP AREAS ACT

takes a decision without awaiting the results of the
inguiry, as enjoined by the Act

Here then, step by step, is how the Act has been
shaped to suit the puwrpose of the government. Where
democratic procedures hindered its operation they were
completely disregarded; whee Court decisions set aside
the Board's illegalities they were over-ruled by new
statutes,

Democratic procedures have no place in the scheme
of forced group arcas and the government has been
compelled to give open recognition to this. More and
more the Nationalists are finding that they cannot
eovern the apartheid way without the gradual elimina-
tion of the limited safeguards of rules of *eguity” and
“ Justice,”

The new emergent forms of reaction are making
more and more impossible a struggle which relies mainly
on the courts and legal representations. This has been
the weakness of the campaigns in the Transvaal against
the Group Areas Act. However unbalanced and inade-
quate this struggle has been in the past, it is totally
unreal in the new situation. As legal remedies for
opposing the Act are blocked by the legislature it
becomes imperative that the people transiorm the fight
against the Group Areas Act into mass agitation leading
to united political action of all sections of the people.

]S.
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PARDON MY BOTTLENEGK

THE one feather in the cap credited

to a modern police state s that
of efficiency. The now silent apo-
lomists  of  Benite  Mussolim used
smugly to tell us that “at least he
made the Italian trains run on time.”
And so he did, even if the wast
majority of cwilians in  that unfor-
tunate country couldn't afford a
decent train ride. In this connection,
the link between fascism and effici-
ency, our own South Afrca is more
akin to some obscure South American
republic where dictatorship is charae-
terised by a  permanent state of
covenment siesta,

The South African civil service is
like an  unserviceable  weighing-
machine, whose shiny exterior deludes
passers-by into dropping their pennies
into it. The victim mounts the plat-
fom, inserts the coin and waits, The
needle on the scale doesn't move an
inch, but the little flap in front hovers
for a moment, then drops smartly
down, revealing the legend “You will
oo far.” How like the telegraph
counter at a city post office, into
whose  voracious  interior we feed
hundreds of paid-up and filled-in
telegram forms, only to have them
passed on to a gigantic bottleneck
further down the line.

It's pretty much the same story
throughout the Service. Only the
creative imagination of a Lewis
Carrol could have devised a situation
where  letters to  Johannesburg
addesses have to be railed to Preioria,
sorted there and sent back to Johannes-
burg for distribution. But that, by the
admission of the Minister himself, is
precisely what is happening. Not, one
gathers, that he loves Johannesburg
less, but that he loves Postal Com-
munications more,

Who but a Witwatersrand tele-
phone subseriber has ever experienced
the exquisite torture practised on him
through the medium of the Telephone
Account? Possessed with a cunning of
its own, this piece of paper has
developed the knack of appearing as
promptly as an “‘engaged” signal, if
yvou should happen to be remiss with
your payment one month, But once
the account 15 paid and your phone
has nevertheless heen suspended, it
disappears for ever, leaving you with
the alternative of using your neigh-
bour's phone (his turn has yet to

come), or pitching a tent at the
Complaints Department. “The
trouble,” explained the girl at the
counter to me, “is the shortage of
staff. It's really terrible how under-
staffed we are, isn’t that so, girls?”
And a dozen girls looked up from
their tea and scones and chorused a
bilingual affirmative, With justice one
should remember the one honourahble
exception in  this top-heavy bureau-
cracy of ours—the Department of In-
land Revenue, whose slogan of
“Many Happy Returns” works like
a devilish charm.

Unfortunately, like everything con-
nected with the Nationalist Govern-
ment, the highter side & far oul-
weiched by the grimmer aspects of
its misrule. The plain facts as men-
tioned by a correspondent of “The
Star” on 5th April, 1955, is that the
Civil Service is heading for a break-
down. To quote this correspondent,
himsell ex-civil service :—

“This policy (of promotion) is one
whereby members of a certain organ-
isation and their friends are placed
in controlling positions in all depart-
ments of the public service, and this
organisation is . . . the Broederbond.
.... These people do not scruple to
throw their weight about and they
1ssue instructions in the name of the
department to officials much senior
to them.”

Yes, when one can wade through
the tangle of red tape, inefficiency,
worthless insistence on  bilingualism,
irrelevant discipline, petty bribery and
worse, one will establish contact with
the unwholesome hand of the Broder-
bond, This hand will continue to
manipulate the public service until
all “unnational” elements have been
routed out—until the civil service be-
comes in fact the inflexible instru-
ment of the Christian National
Republic. The methods adopted to-
wards this end, and the growing
number of resignations from the civil
service, will certainly not lead to “a
smaller, more efficient and better
paid civil service” so wistfully de-
scribed by the Under-Secretary  for
Justice.

All government services are, to a
larger or smaller degree, characterised
by the same cumbersome bureaucracy.
Each department contains a large
number of jobs for a large number
of pals,

By VIC EDDY

The solutions offered by our politi-
cians do nothing to dispel the fore-
bodings with which we view this
fantastic set-up. The United Party's
parrot-cry of “more immigrants” 1s a
specimen  bit of opportunism, As if
people will come all the way to South
Africa to fill the positions of jumor
clerk in the Wireless Licence Depart-
ment!  Immigrants are  invariahly
realists,

The only lasting answer to this
problem s so obvious that our anti-
Government parliamentarians have to
crane their necks in an eifort to avoid
it. But until they, and all of us
learn to aceept the Non-Europeans
as equal partners o every walk of
life, including the civil service—all
talk of finding solutions is 0 much
(UIXOLIC NONSense,

OUT OF THE OCADEN
(Continued from page 7)

So the British Government deeided
on November 29, 1954, to withdraw
its administration from the Reserved
Area and to give full recognition to
the 1897 treaty with Ethiopia, But
the Somalis were not told about this.
It was only on January 5 this year

that they were in fact told that
Britain intended to stand by her
treaty obligations towards Ethiopia
and that this meant the Somalis

would have only grazing rights in the
Ogaden, A Somali delegation which
came to London to protest against
Britain’s agreement to withdraw from
the Reserved Arca and to secure a
postponement of its implementation
were told by the Seeretary of State
for the Colonies, Mr. Lennox-Boyd,
that Her Majesty’s Government must

abide by her obligations in inter-
national law.
The Somalis quite naturally feel

sore, Seeking a let-out for the Govern-
ment, “ The FEeonomist™ (March 5,
1955) says that the core of the
trouble is that the original promises
to the Somalis never specified to what
area they applied. It adds, however,
that “this defeet of the 1880°s does
not reduce the ‘shabby' aspect of the
story” and concludes: “It is one the
Somalis, who are a seagoing peole, are

bound to carry into awkward corners
of Africa and Arabia.”
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A TEACHER'S STORY

FIND myself deeply wurged to

write down, though briefly, some-
thing of my endeavours among the
people of my community, where 1
was born a little over thirty years
ago,

In the last ten years 1 have been
an active and progressive teacher,
with a great love for my people. I
have done all I could to uplift and
inspire them towards a fuller life, and
for many years | enjoyed the support
of many leading White citizens n
our town., One could almost not
believe that in a small platteland
town, F—— in the Free State, there
could be so many endeavours. But
there we are, we have had all that,
and whoever doubts the truth of these
matters is at liberty to find out for
himself, as the place 1s only about
two and a half hours journey by
car from the city here.

Most unfortunately for all of us,
way back in 1947 a certain Nation-
alist Extremist  bitterly  attacked,
through the local newspaper there,
the attendance by the mayor and
mayoress, the magistrate and his wife,
the principal of the European High
School, at one of the usual functions
| organised at the Location hall.
White and Black would meet at these
cultural gatherings. This particular
function was of special importance:
it was the official opening of the
school for adult Africans, which was
to be subsidiced by the Union Depart-
ment of Education, and which 1 had
just started with an opening enrol-
ment of over 120 students.

In his congratulatory speech the
Mayor had promised that if the
Africans continued to seek knowledge
and to fight against ignorance, his
council would soon grant trading
rights in the location. Great political
capital was made out of these pro-
mises, the Nationalist Extremist, also
a town councillor, demanding the
immediate resignation of the mayor,
At first people took this onslaught
lightly, but so much pressure was
brought to bear on the mayor and
such stiff tension created against him
that ultimately he said he was mis-
reported (after consulting me, though,
not to contradict him) and that he
had meant that we would achieve
these things in our own Native

Reserves, and not as we took him to
mean, in the location. The Extremist
was satisfied with the explanation,
and withdrew the stinging words
against the mayor.

The matter was then supposed to
be over. But not as far as I was
concerned. The Nationalist, in his
final article on the controversy, said
that whenever | applied for anything
m future the Council should refuse
my request. | was not much bothered
by this attack, since the Extremist
was a new arrival there, and I
thought he would soon learn our way
of life.

I was grossly mistaken. However, 1
continued with my attempts to get all
I thought my people needed, and as
I am now writing this, trading rights
are being granted there in the loca-
tion (not in the Reserves!). Above
all, a community centre sponsored
and built at my initiative, was built
and carried on activities for some
time, before the spread of the evil
spirit to hinder and obstruct these
works.

Secret  and open attempts  were
made to brake all my efforts and
halt me, even while 1 was working
for the extension of the primary
school to the secondary school.

During the six years, from 1947 to
1953, the adult school progressed well,
despite ever-increasing opposition and
interference  from many guarters,
including the Location Superinten-
dent, an ex-police sergeant, of course.
I mourned the sudden transfer of
the Magistrate-Native Commissioner
who assisted over the years with our
upliftment activities,

[ feel it will not be easy for human
imagination to comprehend the men-
tal and spiritual suffering 1 under-
went, from about the end of 1952,
My heart melted when 1 read the
tragedy of Dreyfus at the hands of
the authorities who were prepared to
crush the Jews at all costs and all
corners to maintain  their so-called
superiority, [ clung to Christianity
until I, too, became a stone unwanted
by the builders. I struggled to keep
my soul above the ever-rising tide of
framed allegations based on fear,
hatred, jealousy and envy.

I must tell you of my tragedies.

Suddenly I. was dismissed from my

By

JOBE JAMES HADEBE

teaching post, and the adult school
I managed was closed down and the
grant withdrawn. I was employed on
the permanent staff of the Free State
Education Department and the adult
school was under the Union Educa-
tion Department. Both attacked
simultaneously, or by arrangement, in
June, 1953, both without giving
reasons. I had also started a farm
school, The school was closed down
after nine months. There were also
two other farm schools I was plan-
ning, but the obstruction put an end
to these,

The community centre, the only
such place among our people, built
at great sacrifice and expense, even
of my own funds, and used for
various youth activities, was ordered
to close down and the Locat'on
Superintendent put a stop to all its
activities, including even a creche
that had been started. The applica-
tion for registration and a subsidy
Wiy by the Town Clerk,
though other members of the Council
said they knew of no such decision
being taken by the Council.

I was openly accused of being
* communistically inelined,” though |
took no part in any political move-
ment. People were made to believe
| was a lunatic. All this did not
much move me until something else
happened . . .

Suddenly 1 found a eriminal charge
laid against me. After nine months
of investigation and preliminaries, 1
was ultimately sentenced to a term
of three months' imprisonment with-
out the option of a fine, I served
the term on a farm, I, and my people,
were so surprised and confused that
they appealed only when I was already
serving my  lerm, and then it was
o late. | say to this day that |
am innocent of the crime with which
[ was charged. Whilst in prison |
was isolated from the other prisoners.
I was once severely assaulted by the
warders, assisted by four other pri-
soners. Two sticks and a knobkerrie
were broken on my head and body
during the severe beating. When I
laid a charge on the magistrate's
visiting day, 1 was charged instead,
and a special court sat in prison.

(Cotinued on next page)
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SCIENCE IN HISTORY, by ]
BERNAL, F.RS. Watts {Lum:lnn],
1954, 967 pp., 42s

HIS book is the first organised

coherent review of the relation
of science to society, Many books
have been written on the history of
scicnce and about the history of
society but nobody has attempted to
describe the mutual interactions of
science and society throughout their
history.

This book has not been  written
specifically for scientists. It is clear
and understandable to a non-scientist,
and it achieves a high standard of
accuracy. After reading the chapter
on twentieth century biology it be-
comes very clear what all the fuss
about the antibiotics, penicillin and
sulphonamide, is about. The p
tive reader should not be dauuledpe
the size of the book or by n:vmu“-
experience of “scientific” books. They
will find this one stimulating and
easily readable. They will discover
that science does not deal with sub-
jects of no concern to the reader, but
on the contrary, that science discuses
houses, jobs, land, health, financial
security, peace and prosperity.

“Seience in History” shows how
science has been and can be utilized
for human happiness. This is without
doubt Bernal's most significant con-
tribution. Every Congress man should
read this book because it supplies
two very valuable weapons which can
be used in the fight for peace and
democracy in South Africa. Firstly,
it gives an armoury of facts about

{Continwed from previous page)

The prosecutor later deelined to pro-
secute,

My old father, who worked for the
‘ouncil for thirty years as a clerk,
was also shamefully abused. Then his
services were dispensed with on  the
orounds that he was too old, But a
man of his age was taken on in his
place.

But there are also triumphs to
relate.

The greatest triumph of all is that
I have come through this ordeal, and
am now writing with such enthusiasm
to the readers of Fighting Talk 1
may be eating mud today for telhng
the truth, but we shall yet use the
pen to conguer,

science and human history that in-
stils supreme confidence and optim-
ism in our future. Secondly, Bernal
has demonstrated the use of a scien-
tific outlook which is impressive in its
power. This outlook combines a con-
sistent reference to actual, real situ-
ations with a careful analysis of their
relationships and the changes which
they undergo. Bernal illustrates the
use of this method in aiding the ad-
vance of the natural sciences and
social

more particularly of the
SCIENCes,
The theme of the book is the

directing effect which social history
has had on science. The influence of
social conditions on the progress of
science is shown to be mediated by
that economic class which dominates
the given period. In slave-owning
society it was the development of the
slave-owning class and its  conflicts
with the slaves that determined the
character and progress of science. For
example, agricultural slave-labourers
did not have the incentive to develop
agricultural implements, while the
slave-owners rarely had adequate
first-hand knowledge. Were any ad-
vances made, however, the slaves
tended to destroy the new implements
by deliberate or disinterested care-
lessness, Bernal discusses and demon-
strates in some detail how science
has always had this class character—
from its very beginnings right up to
socialist science,

This class character is reflected in
the periods of rapid advance which
coincided with the progressive deve-
lopment of a dominant class, and in
the restriction of science during the
periods when the particular dominant
class was a brake on human evolu-
tion.

‘The development of mathematies
in Ancient Egypt 15 shown to be a
consequence of the dealings in land
which required means of measuring.
During  the early development of
capitalism owners of industry needed
machines to which they could set
men to work, and because of this
steam engines, looms ete. were rapidly
developed.

The class character of scienee s
seen in the essentially class wdeologies
of the theories of science. Darwin's
theory of the survival of the fittest
was merely the political attitude of the
capitalist class in the nineteenth cen-
tury. Waddington’s theory of the
changelessness of heredity is merely
the theory that the present im-
perialist system will last a thousand

years. Lepeshinskaya’s theory of the
origin of living cells is a manifestation
of the temporary character of all
racial systems,

The organisation of science also
reflects its class nature. Each dom-
inant class uses science for its own
development and protection. Since all
societies up to imperialism have been
divided into classes in  which the
dominant one has been the minority,
science has always served a minority
of the community. Bernal maintains
that it is only in the socialist system
where the dominant ¢lass is  the
workers and peasants that science ean
be adequately and efficiently organ-

ised for the benefit of the whole
population.
Bernal has fallen short in  two

respects. There are some inaccuracies
in detail and some ommissions which
are unfortunate, On page 19 the
author says that the reason why social
science falif.d to gain “the status of a
true science” was that it performed
little or no experiment. But surely
the main reason is connected with
its class character, a fact which

Bernal himself stresses in other parts
of the book.

Also, the author has not given a
detailed enough analysis  of  elass
ideologies on physical and hiological
scientific  theories. Many current
theories such as those of Schrie-
dinger, Virchow and Morgan are
maintained more because they are
in accord with imperialist ideology
than because of their relation to facts,
and this ought to be shown in some
detail.

Showing what science means for
the people, Bernal overcomes the
separation of the diffferent sciences
one from another which is charae-
teristic of capitalism, and demon-
strates  their true unity, This unity
is realised in the common develop-
ment and common use of all the
sciences for the purpose of satisfying
human needs, of carrying forward
man's conguest of nature, and estab-
lishing a social organisation which
will make it possible to  do  these
things, S.5.
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