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FIGHTING TALK

April, 1955,

GETTING IT STRAIGHT

is difficult to know which decision of the African
National Congress is the more unfortunate: the de-
cision of last December's conference to
PLAYING call all African children out of school
WITH FIRE (rom April lst, in protest at the Bantu
Education Act. Or the decision of last
month's National Executive Committee meeting to deler
the withdrawal sine die. If the original decision was
arrived at with the sober consideration that is expected
cf what is, today, South Africa's leading * opposition,”
then the reasons advanced for the postponement of the
action make little sense, If, on the other hand, the
origizal decision was taken in a spirit of bravado, on the
spur-oi-the-moment impulse, and proved, on more scrious
consideration, to be unworkable, then it is fortunate that
the Natvonal Executive called a halt before it was too
late to retrieve the situation.

Inevitably, the now-on, now-off position has caused
confusion amongst Congress supporters,

Such a sitwation, if not tackled senously and put
right, can lead to a decline of the Congress movement,
which is exactly what the Government, through incessant
banning of experienced Congress leaders, has been work-
g for. There 15 little to be gained [rom trying to ap-
portion blame. What is more appropriate is to uncover
the errors which have led us to this situation. In large
part, in our opinion, the errors stem from a tendency
to take ultimate objectives and turn them into immediate
slogans of action; to ignore the long, and hard path of
education, agitation and organisation of the people which
lies between the day an objective is decided upon and the
day it is realised. There are no easy roads to the high
objectives which the Congress movement holds; attempts
to find short cuts, to specd up progress by calls for
spectacular action before the hard road has been tra-
versed, ean end only in confusion and a loss of popular
confidence. The Congress movement needs to be imbued
with this understanding, and to take its decisions within
this framework, soberly, and with a sense of the tre-
mendous responsibility it bears for the [uture of the
South African people. Liberation is like fire. Those who
play with it get burnt.

N the midst of the furore the American Government
raisedd by publishing its own account of the wartime
Yaltu Conference, no one seems to

BLOWING have asked the most pertinent ques-
THE GAFF tion: What is in the record that needs
to be kept buried (rom the public eye?
From the somewhat inadeguate press reports printed in
this country, it scems that the self-appointed saviours
of Western cwvilisation have several skeletons in their
cupboards, which it serves their present purpose to hide,
France, it Uppears, was snecred at o cymeal [shiion h]."
the leading Western statesmen, regarded as o “has-been™
i 1945, What bitter damage this revelation must be
doing to a French ruling class, whose support lor (Ger-
mean rearmament has been bought at such o heavy ex-
pq_-m_iitun- ol |||';:Li:ﬂ:, llullul"}', ";,"'I:L:'ll'.‘.lllll.‘f.'h“ and  dollars.
Germany, it appears, was such a menace to “our way
of life” that s physical dismemberment into separate
states was seriously under discussion ten years ago. How
difficult it is to explain all that away, when today it has
become the western statesmen's catchword that Germany
—rearmed Germany—is the only substantial guarantee

GOMMENT

that we have for the survival of “our way of life." And
how embarassing for the American Government to justify
its occupation of Formosa and Chinese coastal islands at
the same time as the American State Department 1s
blazoning to the world the agreement, ten years old, that
Formosa shall be returned to China as an integral part
of her territory.

No doubt, the decision to publish was motivated
two desires. On the one hand, the Republican Party's
desire to boost its election prospects, by painting the
Democratic Party and its former President, Franklin
D. Roosevelt, as the big red devil, responsible for all
America’s troubles. And, simultaneously, the desire to
divert some of the tremendous anti-American feeling
of Europe into anti-Churchill, anti-British passion. As
usual, such manoeuvres, tend to boomerang. Few people
anywhere in the world can be missing the real moral;
that it is America and her allies who have, in practice,
repudhated the Yalta agreements; that the blame for
present world troubles can therefore not be laid at the
door of the Soviet Union, but at the door of those who
have shifted their ground, repudiated their own under-
takings, and precipitated troubles with new, unilateral
policies. Realising that his stink-bomb has turned to a
boomerang, Mr. John Foster Dulles departed, conveni-
ently, for Canada. But fools, as always, rush in where
even club-footed American officials fear to tread. Senator
Joseph McCarthy has introduced a motion in  the
American Congress, calling for offical repudiation of the
wartime treaties arrived at by President Roosevelt. If
anyone has so far failed to understand the real meaning
of the American disclosures, trust Jos McCarthy to ram
it down their throats,

P[T‘t’ Johannesburg’s poor City Fathers. Municipal
transport to the Southern Suburbs, it seems, runs at
a Joss, because not enough people use
PLEASANT the “Europeans Only” trams. Solu-
MADHOUSE tion? Trams for all races, the City
Council said, in applying for a
licence to run such a service—on a strictly segregated,
Whites here, Coloureds there, Indians there and Africans
there basis. But in case too many non-Europeans use the
service, fares will be a penny higher for them on the
all race service, than if they ride on “non-Europeans
only” trams, Europeans who are unwilling to rub
shoulders with their darker compatriots will still be able
to travel on “Europeans only” trams. The all-race ser-
vice will, of course be slower than the segregated service,
because there will be three separate queues at the ter-
mini, with suitable air-space between queues to satisly
the most provient of white supremacists, All trams will
stop al each quewe in trn,

We may be simple, but the economy scheme seems
to us o uply putung three tram scrviees on a route
where two fall 1o [Py their WLy | and to attract more
customers by giving them more expensive and slower
transportation. No wonder the leader of the Johanns-
burg Nationalist City Councillors managed to detect the
hidden hand of communism, and race integration run
riot in the scheme,

And then, from time to time, people ask us why we
don't write more satre about South Africal
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T is difficult to know which decision of the African
National Congress is the more unfortunate: the de-
cision of last December’s conference to
PLAYING call all African children out of school
WITH FIRE from Aprl lst, in protest at the Bantu
Education Act, Or the decision of last
month's Navonal Executive Committee meeting to defer
the withdrawal sine die. If the original decision was
arrived at with the sober consideration that is expected
cf what 15, today, South Africa’s leading * opposition,”
then the reasons advanced for the postponement of the
action make little sense, If, on the other hand, the
origizal decision was taken in a spirit of bravado, on the
spur-oi-the-moment impulse, and proved, on more serious
consideration, to be unworkable, then it is fortunate that
the Natonal Executive called a halt before it was too
late to retrieve the situation.

Inevitably, the now-on, now-off position has caused
confusion amongst Congress supporters,

Such a situation, if not tackled seriously and put
right, can lead to a decline of the Congress movement,
which is exactly what the Government, through incessant
banning of experienced Congress leaders, has been work-
ing for. There is little to be gained from trying to ap-
portion blame. What is more appropriate is to uncover
the errors which have led us to this sitwation. In large
part, in our opinion, the errors stem [rom a tendency
to take ultimate objectives and turn them into immediate
slogans of action; to ignore the long, and hard path of
education, agitation and organisation of the people which
lies between the day an objective is decided upon and the
day it is realised. There are no easy roads to the high
objectives which the Congress movement holds; attempts
to find short cuts, to speed up progress by calls for
spectacular action before the hard road has been tra-
versed, can end only in confusion and a loss of popular
confidence. The Congress movement necds to be imbued
with this understanding, and to take its decisions within
this framework, soberly, and with a sense of the tre-
mendous responsibility it bears for the future of the
South African people. Liberation is like fire. Those who
play with it get burnt
IN the midst of the furore the American Government

raised by publishing its own account of the wartime

Yalta Conlerence, no one seems to
BLOWING have asked the most pertinent ques-
THE GAFF tion: What is in the record that needs
to be kept buried from the public eye?
From the somewhat inadequate press reports printed in
this country, it seems that the self-appointed saviours
of Western civilisation have several skeletons in their
cupboards, which it serves their present purpose to hide,
France, it appears, was sneered at m cymcal [ashion by
the leading Western statesmien, regarded as a “has-been™
i 1945, Whae bitter damage this revelation must be
doing to a French ruling class, whose support for Ger-
man rearmament has been bought at such o heavy ex-
penditure of praise, flattery, “guarantees” and dollars.
Germany, it appears, was such a menace to “our way
of life” that its physical dismemberment into separate
states was seriously under discussion ten years ago. How
difficult it is to explain all that away, when today it has
become the western statesmen’s catchword that Germany
—rearmed Germany—is the only substantial guarantee

that we have for the survival of “our way of life.” And
how embarassing for the American Government to justify
its occupation of Formosa and Chinese coastal islands at
the same time as the American State artment is
blazoning to the world the agreement, ten years old, that
Formosa shall be returned to China as an integral part
of her territory.

No doubt, the decision to publish was motivated by
two desires. On the one hand, the Republican Party's
desire to boost its election prospects, by painting the
Democratic Party and its former President, Franklin
D. Roosevelt, as the big red devil, responsible for all
America’s troubles. And, simultaneously, the desire to
divert some of the tremendous anti-American feeling
of Europe into anti-Churchill, anti-British passion. As
usual, such manceuvres, tend to boomerang. Few people
anywhere in the world can be missing the real moral;
that it is America and her allies who have, in practice,
repudiated the Yalta agreements; that the blame for
present world troubles can therefore not be laid at the
door of the Soviet Union, but at the door of those who
have shifted their ground, repudiated their own under-
takings, and precipitated troubles with new, unilateral
policies, Realising that his stink-bomb has turned to a
boomerang, Mr. John Foster Dulles departed, conveni-
ently, for Canada. But fools, as always, rush in where
even club-footed American officials fear to tread. Senator
Joseph MecCarthy has introduced a motion in the
American Congress, calling for offical repudiation of the
wartime treaties arrived at by President Roosevelt. If
anyone has so far failed to understand the real meaning
of the American disclosures, trust Jos McCarthy to ram
it down their throats,

PIT'I' Johannesburg’s poor City Fathers. Municipal
transport to the Southern Suburbs, it seems, runs at
a loss, because not enough people use
PLEASANT the “Europeans Only” trams. Solu-
MADHOUSE  tion? Trams for all races, the City
Council =aid, in applying for a
licence to run such a service—on a strictly segregated,
Whites here, Coloureds there, Indians there and Africans
there basis. But in case too many non-Europeans use the
service, fares will be a penny higher for them on the
all race service, than if they ride on “non-Europeans
only” trams. Europeans who are unwilling to rub
shoulders with their darker compatriots will still be able
to travel on “Europeans only” trams. The all-race ser-
vice will, of course be slower than the segregated service,
because there will be three separate queues at the ter-
muni, with suitable air-space between queues to satisfy
the most prurient of white supremacists, All trams will
stop at each queve i tarn,

We may be simple, but the economy scheme seems
to us to mmply putting three tram services on a route
where two fail to pay their way; and to attract more
customers by giving them more expensive and slower
transportation. No wonder the leader of the Johanns-
burg Natonalist City Councillors managed to detect the
hidden hand of communism, and race integration run
riot in the scheme.

And then, from time to time, people ask us why we
don't write more satire about South Africa!
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