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BLASTING THE CANON{: s

A NUMBER of normally quiet, reasonable people seem to
have lost their balance since visiting Canon Collins

summed up his impressions of this
COUNTERING  country as “a pleasant madhouse.” The
COLLINS

phrase riled. But the real cause of all

the sound and fury about the Camnon
was his conclusion that, if violence result from South Afri-
can racialism, it will not be made by the non-European peo-
ple, but by the authorities of apartheid. Even an Archdeacon
was moved to break his former silence, emerging from ob-
scurity to issue scurrilous statem-nts about Canon Collins
and his alleged “eccentricity”. _

No one it seems waz more hurt than the Durban busi-
ness-man, Mr. G. C. Shave, who paid in good hard cash
for the Canon's visit, and announced that if the Canon had
not changed his views as a result of his visit, he would reveal
himself as a “prejudiced witness”. You either agree with
Shave, or you are biased. Canon Collins’ opinions apparently
did not change, but rather hardened. Apartheid and white
supremacy is still intolerably unjust; the Congress move-
ment is the responsible, progressive and humanitarian voice
of the non-European majority. This is the way the Canon
sees it. But Mr. E}uaw is to complain to the Church authori-
ties, Collins, he says, has ceased to be a priest, and become
a meddling politician. Shave's views have been echoed by
a fdozen politicians of Nationalist stamp, by newspapers and
some church men, who would have fawned at Collins' feet
had he entered the field of politics to proclaim as Christian
the doctrine of apartheid and baasskap, and to denounce
the Congresses as agitators and atheists.

The frenzy brings to mind George Bernard Shaw’s per-
linent comment: “A nation’s morals are like its teeth, The
more they are decayed, the more it hurts to touch them.'
TI}:: Canon, it seems, touched South Africa’s morals where
it hurts.

SHARP reminder that we live in a police state was

given in the L‘invem:;imt banishment frE:: East Lon-

on of two prominent Congressmen,

BAN OR Messrs, Gwentshe and Ltng;iai? Without

BANISH prior warning, and without hearing or

trial, these two men have been baniiled

for life to remote farms in the Transvaal, under perpetnal

police surveillance. Their offence? None. The Governor-

General — Nationalist politician Dr. Jansen in his role of

Supreme white chief of the African people — is satisfied

thI:]t the banishment is necessary for the survival of law and
order.

The claims of ‘law and order’ have the hollow ring

of Hitler's claims when his stormtroopers entered the Su-

detenland. There is no threat 1o law and order in the East-

COMMENT.

ern Cape. But there is a threat to continued Nationalist do-
mination of the whole country in the Congress campaign
which is associated with the coming Congress of the People.
Frenzied attempts are being made to chop off the heads of
the people’s resistance to apartheid. In the Eastern Cape,
Dr. Iﬁjungwe and Mr. K. Matji have been banned from
Congress membership and from attending gatherings. In the
Transvaal, Mr. Swarts" axe has fallen on f{r. Duma Nokwe
and on National Congress Secretary, Walter Sisulu.

The natural horror which people everywhere have for
despotic acts of banishment and Eanning is not enough.
There is need for anger. And there is need for determina-
tion to defeat the headsman who seeks to execute the peo-
ples’ movement for liberty. Where one head falls, there is
need for fifty replacements. And those replacements are
coming forward. In their horror at the Malan Government's
tyranny, men and women everywhere are coming forward
in response to the call for fifty thousand “Volunteers” made
by the Presidents of the African, Indian, Coloured and Euro-
pean Congresses, The trickle of volunteers for [reedom must
become a flood. This is the way to beal th= bans and hanizh-
ments,

SEEﬁND thnughls., it 15 sa1d are best, 'El.'rlain]]r the Liberal
Party's second thoughts on the question of the fran-
chise are better than their first. At their
PARTY recent Annual Conference, the Liberals
LINE have recognised that there can be no
justification for democratz not accept-
ing the right of all sane adults, regardless of race, to full
equal voting rights. This marks some advance on their
former “-E:Cﬁl-l:‘-lliﬂllﬂl- alification-for-voters” policy. The
Liberals have learnt the error of their former ways, not
only from the hostility which their policy aroused amongst
Congress men, not only from the serious criticism they have
had to meet from the Congress of Democrats, but also from
the resounding defeat meted out to their candidates by
African workers in the Ray Alexander election campaign in
Cape Western, and equally by European voters in Johan-
nesburg and Durban.

If they had been content to leave their policy as stated

STRIKE
Page 8.

.above, the Liberals would have been better off. As it is, they

hastened to add a rider to the effect that, of course, the full
franchise can only be achieved by slow development through
many stages of restricted franchise. It remains to be seen
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whether the Liberal Parly’s energies will be bent to per-
suading South Africa that the vole for all is necessary and
right; oi whether they will once again fall into the easy,
unprincipled way of irying to persuade the non-European
people not to press ahead with their claims, but rather to
press for “first-stage” restricted votes for so.called “civil-
ised” men only.

PhGEL‘S circus could make good use of some of the jour-
nalists and politicians who have been turning somer-
saults so fast over the Dr. John busi-

WAY ness that they have made themselves
ouT dizzy. When ti.e West German security
chief was first discovered to have leit
West Germany for the Eastern German People's Republic
words came pouring out in press and radio Emribing how
the good Dr. Otto John had been “kidnapped™ by mysterious
Communist agents. The following day, ﬁ John brotdcast
an explanation of his actions over the East German radio.
Immediately the whole kidnapping story was thrown in the

watlepaper basket, and oul popped a brand new story about
myslerious oriental drugs, which had sapped the Doctor’s
will. The following day came yet another new story that
the doctor, had gone out of hiz mind, and lost his memory.
Any straw was good enough to clutch at; except the plain,
simple facts.

Dr. John is anti-Nazi. One wonders how he has held
his place so long in a West German Government which is
becoming increaszingly tolerant of the Nazi revival and in-
creasingly deeply commitied to plans for rearmament and a
new 'dgﬂ'ﬂg nach osten! Finally he could stomach it no
longer. “Dr. John", one of the most naive newspaper stories
mig, “believed that Nazis were more dangerous than Coem-
munists.” Such heresy lands people in jail in the west. Dr.
John crossed over to the East, where the struggle against
Nazism and war is the mainspring of policy. Unlike Petrov,
whose “allegations™ have become the dampest of wet squibs,
Dr. John, it is staled uneasily from the West, has full de-
tails of the Western spy apparatus in Eastern Germany, Peace
finds mysterious ways its wonders to perform.

JRussian pt'dty

Africa.

From Berlin, Ruth First was invited to the Soviet
Union by the Women's Anti-Fascist Committee. Here are
some further extracts from letters to her family in South

June |0th.

I WAS bolting down my breakfast this morning preparing

to dash off to tie up arrangements for my trip to Prague
al noon, when a phone call came through 1o say that my
visa to the Soviet Union was waiting and would 1 please
fetch it. Would 17! I feel enormously privileged and so
very pleased . . .

June |4th.

| ARRIVED here last Friday evening and a few hours later

was at a meeting to plan what I was to do during my
visit. Tomorrow [ leave for Stalingrad, back in Moscow two
days later, and leave for Leningrad the same day. Later |
shall visit one of the republics. Have asked for the ones
where the people were among the most backward in the old
days, so may not be possible. Have seen three ballets in the
last three days, including the ‘Swanlake’ tonight. Not enly
beautifully danced, but magnificently staged. Have seen ex-
hibitions, libraries, museums and galleries; the new Moscow
Canal; the Park of Culture and Rest; a 3-dimensional film
during which birds appeared to be flying through the cinema
and branches to be coming straight for one’s eyes; the Dy-
namo Stadium . . . Caviare for lunch, sturgeon for dinner,
meals at crazy hours, like lunch yesterday at 4.30 p.m. and
dinner after the theatre. A tremendous vitality among the

people em:lrﬂhm. and it isn't only the good food, of
course! One's strongest impression is of the iuu-].ru.nt confi-
dence of the people. They look as though they can do any-
thing. They know they can and they say so too! [ have
seen queues today to enter a reference library, to buy ballet
tickets, to enter the mausoleum.

My hotel room looks on to the Red Square and the
Kremlin, one of the biggest and busiest centres in Moscow.
The hooting is incessant. People simply ignore the traffic
lights (the streets are so wide that the lights change before
it is possible to get across them) and drivers let them have
it with continuous blasts. It gets dark only after ten and
people go most unwillingly to bed.

Two bundred large buildings are at present being con-
siructed in this city. %'EHErda}rEisuw how, The Exhﬁritiun
of Construction shows the modern materials used and the
revolutionary methods of construction by prefabrication.
Factories make the parts and the very foundations (in see-
tions of concrete blocks), whole staircases and even whole
walls are dropped into position by cranes. Water and gas
piping and electric wiring are assembled in factories and are
brought to the site — take 10-12 minutes to connect! So a
S-storey building with 120 apartments takes only 5 months
to complete.

Moscow's 10-year reconstruction plan will double the
total area of the city. Four hundred new school buildings
will be built. Seven million trees and shrubs will be planted,
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The Russians are enraptured by statistics. One young girl
told me yesterday that in the old Moscow there were 207
dead-ends.

Was presented with fat notebooks and am jotting down
statistics as I go.

May later go to the Black Sea but it depends on the
time in the Republic.

The best is still to come here, This is the fourth day of
my visit, and the pace is terrific. But deeper impressions
will have to wait until I see you.

June 23rd.

HAVE spent three days in Leningrad and today I returned
to Mﬁg:nnw. Tomorrow night am flying to Armenia. [
have been reading in the Library here this afternoon (the
first time I have sat down for weeks, it seems) mostly about
the Central Asian Republics, and I greatly regret now that
I agreed on Armenia and did not press for one of the S.
Asian Republics. But this is such a vast country and needs
such vast labour to absorb even a part of it! We're on our
feet all day, and the theatre half the night, and yet so much
has to be left out, or skimped for lack of time. And over this
vast territory they are striding in 7-League Boots. It is dif-
ficult to describe. “Nothing is impossible”, I was told when
first 1 arrived and asked whether it could be arranged for
me to see certain places. Now I am beginning to understand:
“Nothing is impossible.” Stalingrad been built again.
To understand Iilt u have to see a film of how it looked
after the battle in 1942. It had beeen crumbled to the

ound. Today three ruined buildings still stand, and all
%Eree are to be rved as historical reminders of what the
war did to the city, Stalingrad is the dream of all architects
and townplanners. It has %een re-created, from the begin-
ning and is the mode of the new Soviet m.m&ﬂ}}uh-
lic buildings, avenues, boulevards, a great emb ong
the river which makes the city look as the old Athens might
have looked, graceful columns and marble structures, sculp-
ture, wide steps . . . and the Volga looks in some places al-
most like the open sea.

And as for the Volga-Don Canal! We steamed down the
River to the first three sluices {there are nine in all) and
saw how the rivers were joined by this gigantic canal —
and how the sluices enable the two rivers to meet, as the
Volga was higher than the Don. Moscow, as you know, is
now the Port of five seas as a result of the triple-canal sys-
tem, and in the Stalingrad-Rostov area, where formerly the
Steppes were dry and barren, cotton and rice are today

being grown,

I feel more and more inadequate to describe the things
being done here. And the friendliness of the people also

defies description.
June 28th.

TﬂHIGHT came back from 414 magnificent but exhaust-

ing days in Armenia. Did not sleep last night as the
Iur&w’:ﬁ party went on until it was almost time to catch the
'plane and on board I could not sleep but wanted to read
and write.

The days in Armenia were amongst the happiest I
have ever spent, Let me try to tell you something about the
country.

The wonders of socialism you can read about in many
a good book and how the backward republics advanced in
34 years. I have a notebook crammed with such facts and

figures. There is the usual background: 1917, three fac-
tories in the -whole of the capital, farming with a wooden
hoe. The history of the Armenian people one of mmfgﬁ
one band of conquerors and persecutors for another. Su

dreadful riots that the e left in droves for .
Syria, France, Iran andptﬂ US.A. And some haveEgI:(n

repatriated as late as a few years ago, after the war.

Women who half their life-time ago wore veils and
could not speak, except by making handsigns to the rela-
tives of their husbands, now legislate, engineer underground
power stations, design mew types of bridges. All that and
more. Per head of population Armenia more doctors
than any other Soviet %Epllhli[:. And so on, and so on.

But to me the charm was in the people. Someone said
that eight out of every ten Armenians is a poet. And the
other two must be composers or painters or musicians. And
all ten of ten dance, Perhaps you remember seeing
a film of their dancing at some time? ﬁus& raceful swoop-
ing movements; the men with arms outstretched like proud
mountain eagles. The children dance as soon as they can
totter on their legs. The girls of 4 or'5 in nursery schodls
have already those delicate hand movements; the little boys
the imperious gestures.

Lonely songs, exquisite music with ever a strain of
sad melancholy even in the gayest songs—lingering per-
haps from their history in the days of the persecution.

Such a blossoming of culture, everywhere. It is breathed
in the streets, from the air. It isn’t only Socialism, or the
great talents of the Armenian people — its both taken to-
gether and that great gift they have of stimulating and en-
couraging so that those who feel the thrill of the cultural
millien may themselves bequeath something to it. - :

Much of Armenia reminds one of portions of our coun-
try. The vineyards are like the ﬂrchlrd}:l of the Cape — the
valley of the rippling Gacen Hills like our Valley of a Thou-
sand Hills, They have cherries and strawberries falling into
your lap at this time of the year. And Mount Ararat, mow
tipped, everywhere you turn, today part of Turkey but once
part of Armenia am; regarded as tieir own. “Our first love"
they call it.

At our last night I met some outstanding people.
The farunmi:lfrmnim gil:'th':;u‘l-rdiat Sexuno, whose 1:1:{:! book
sold many millions of copies last year, was there. There was
a young poet who recited his poems and sang them, till we -
could have been with Scheherazade, hearing tales from the
Arabian ni E for the 111;51 lhm]: qunu_s w]ife, also ‘a

— cate, porcelain lookKing—singing her poetry.
e felt the spell :hni?d never be I:rn:i'.'rllu-ﬂ1 E’lffﬁl‘ the first
time in my life, since I've been in Armenia, I've wanted to
write something, I wanted to try to capture something of my
country and in%rief I made 1 think I managed par-
tially, so warm was onse. I'm not trying to boast,
just to give something of the atmosphere among those tal-
ented, smsitiveﬂ'pauple. I wrote a short piece on the story of
Sibande from Bethal because I told it to someone and he
insisted that such human material ought to be recorded.

I'm afraid I was spoilt in Armenia. Everyone said I
looked Armenian and made me feel very much at home, for
they are a warm hospitable people.

This morning’s papers here carry news of the first
Atomic energy power plant which is now in production, It's
a small experimental one (only 5,000 Kilowatts but. work
has already started on one to produce 100,000 Kilowatts).

To meet me on return to Moscow was a cable from
China saying | am welcome to visit them., Wonderfu] news,
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SEGREGATING THE STUDENTS

THERE is only one tea-room in Johan-
nesburg where large numbers of
Africans and Europeans, Indians and
Coloureds, sit together each day at their
lunch and their tea. There iz only one
roadway in Johannesburg where Afri-
can and European men and women
stand together and chat as equals with-
out any passer by being in the least
surprised. tea-room and. the road-
way are in the University of the Witwa-
tersrand. j

A city of nearly a million people and
only one such tearoom! Clearly it is
an important tearoom and is not pass-
ing unnoticed. Dirthy‘ hands must sure-
ly be itching to hang a “Europeans
only” sign on the entrance.

There used to be, in the whole of this
city of nearly a million people one fully

uipped, big and comfortable hall
::LHB Africans and Europeans, Indians
and Coloureds could sit together and
watch cultural performances, That hall
too was in the University.

The dirty hands itched, and today
this city has the disgusting distinction
of being the only city of nearly a mil-
lion people in the whole wide world
where there iz not one single theatre-hall
where people of all colours may sit to-
gether,

Today there is apartheid in the Uni.
versity Great Hall. %he dirty hands rub
together in glee. The malevolent eyes
‘turn towards the tea-room, the roadway,
the lecture-rooms.

A terrible thing has happened at
Wits. Savagra’arr fighting civilisation,
and the savages have won a skirmish.
A bitter student cartoon shows the Nats.
laying barbed wire round the seats re-
m‘vl:ﬁ as a Black ghetto.

Wits i= thé only institution in South
Africa where Europeans have put up a
successful stroggle and kept out apart.
heid. So strong has been the student
stand that every attack — and there
have been many — has been repelled
without loss.

But now apartheid has got a tenacions
toe-hold. Ghetto law has been applied to
the Great Hall. How did it happen?

It was, of course, imposed from above.
It was imposed by the University Coun-
cil, a body which does not represent the
students, the past students or the Uni-
versity staff, but is dominated by Gov-
ernment nominees, representatives of
the Chamber of Mines, and Reef muni-
cipalities,

The situation at Wits demands that
sludent democrats participate in the very
broadest united front to defend student
autonomy and prevent further inroads
into the policy of non-segregation. In
the past such unity has won notable
results — as for example when a previ-
ous _principal forbade Non-European
participation in the Kag and cﬂpituﬁued
when the order was defied.

THE NATIONAL UNION

The crisis at Wits is paralleled in the
whole student field. The National Union
of South African Students is also at the
crossroads.  Under weak, [rightened
leadership it reached its lowest ebb last
vear, preferring to water down opposi-
tion rather than offend European “pub-
lic opinion.” But the NUSAS July Con.
gress was marked by the protests that
were aroused against the liberal attitude

By LIONEL FORMAN.

that the “most effective public is the
European public” and a resolution was
unnni.runua.lf aliﬂ-ph'ﬂ to - seek support
from such organizations as the Alrican
National Congress in the struggle for
university freedom.

The real basic issue is the one which

lies at the root of the disaffiliation of

the Non-European centres from NUSAS,

And that is that the fight for "aca-
demic non-segregation" is in the long
run not enough. It is true that at this
moment the fight against the Mat, at-
tacks on academic non-segregation at
Wits and Cape Town is the most urgent
immediate issue. But it must be seen in
its true context.

South Africa has about eighteen thou-
sand university students. And only one
thoysand are Non-Europeans — only a
few hundred, Africans. In spite of the
fact that there is no formal colour bar
in the enrolment regulations of Wits
and U.CT. fewer than three hundred
Non-European students are able to re-
gister at these centres,

The fact is that the whole South Af.
rican apartheid system is a far more
effective barrier to the universities than
the present University Council can ever
hope to be.

s long as there is apartheid there
will be very few Non-Europeans indeed
who are able to attend the universities.
For before you can attend a university
you must have had the opportunity to
attend a school — and fewer than one

T

. liberatory struggle. Secon

African child in three ever has the
chance to learn to read and write. And
the few who do manage to matriculate
come against the barrier of the extreme-
ly high university fees (a NUSAS sur-
vey haz found them to be among the
highest in the whole world).

Our universities are extremely exclu-
sive institutions. Scholarships are few,
Only a small proportion even of the
White population is able to afford to
gend its sons and daughters there,

The essential requirement for regis-
tration is money, not merit,

The Non-European universily centres
have therefore urged that NUSAS recog-
nisex these facts and takes a real stand
in support of a demand that is in fact
part of its Constitution — that ability
to learn and not ability to pay, be the
sole criteria for university registration
and that NUSAS take its stand against
the whole racialist system which pre-
vents this.

The MUSAS Assembly agreed that
the Executive would attend a "'Unity
Meeting" which is to be sponsored by
twe of the Mon-European university cen-
fres, with Wits as host. At this meeting
ihe Executive will have thc opportunity
of take the steps necessary to make
NUSAS a properly representative stu-
dent union once more. Full participation
by NUSAS in the aspects of the Con-
gress of the People relating to educa-
tion will surely be a basic prerequisite.

THE SECONDARY SCHOOLS

In the past year a new development
which shows the awareness of students
of past organizational weakness has been
the drive to organise secondary school
pupils, Valuable experience gained at
international conferences has been well
applied.

Among all colonial and semi-colonial
peoples to whom higher education is
denied, the secondary school students
have played an important part in the

J:ry school
Eupih are the university students of
ackward countries,

HThnEumili'I'nnf :pl'riidaf Snuﬁh iﬁfn'-u;:
on-European secondary school pupi
has frequently been shown. Hardly a
term passes without its strike or lock-
out at one secondary ol or another,
and the arrest of students at the instiga-
ﬂ%n‘bf the authorities is an avaryga',r

arrair.

(Confinusd at foot of page 7]
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The World Today . . .

GUATEMALA STORY

- by  Ben Giles 4

(ABFEL | ERTLLHLERENE

“Why should we persecute Communists? Isn’t Gutierrez, the General Secre-
tary of our trade unions, the best and most honest labour leader in Central
America? lle is also @ university professor, so why should we reject educated
people who can help our country just because Washington is in the grip of a

searer"’

— Former Guatemala FPrime Minizster, Estrade de la Ifoz.

CU'MHUNISME This is the word that

has loomed largest dver the whole
Guatemalan news, obscuring the facts
in smoke. For smoke it is. Not that there
are no Communists in this little Central
American republic, where a Govern-
ment has just been overthrown, in typic-
al “banana republic” style by a foreign
financed obscure army colonel’s putsch.
Communizls there are, amongst the
workers and the peasants and the pro-
fessional people who make up the three
million inhabitants. And many of them
highly thought of, even in non.Commu-
nist circles. But still a minority group,
with only four members in_the Euate-
malan Parliament, out of fifty-lour mem-
bers elected in 1944, In the main, they
are young, these Communists, because
their party is young, younger even than
Guatemalan democracy, which counts
its life from the popular revolution
which overthrew dictatorship ten years
ago.

It was 1950 when a number of lead-
erg of Guatemala’s foremost political
party, the Revolutionary Action Party
(PAR) issued a manifesto of their re-
signation from the PAR and the for-
mation of the Workers' Parly, At the
same lime, they wrote in their manifes-
to, they would continue to work as allies
of the party they were leaving, carry-
ing on the spirit of the 1944 revolution
in a struggle against imperialism and
reaction, and for peace. Thal promise
has been maintained, while the Work-
ers. Party has grown. But power and
leadership in the democratic alliance has
stayed with the PAR. While the lands of
Eastern Europe, under Communist
leadership, have been moving towards
socialism, Guatemala under PAR lead-
ership has been moving from its back-
ward [eudal state towards enlightencd
capitalism.

THE GOO0D LIFE

There has been talk of communist ex-
propriation, Soviet-type nationalisation,
collectivism. This distorts the truth.
There has been reform in Guatemala,
radical reform; but it has been reform
designed and brought about by the
rising native capitalist class, who have
ﬂ'm?gf&d towards emancipation from
the teudal grif of the great Boston me-
nopely, United Fruit Corporation, which
has ruled the land through a succession
of sponsored and hired dictators. United
Fruit owns the country's only railway.
Its charges for carrying other pecple's
goods have been three times as higla as
its charges for carrying bananas. The
economic development of the country
was being crippled. But the Government
fought back. Not as Communists would
have done, by nationalisation; but by
building a great’ state highway and a
fleet of lorries to compete with the
railroad and force transport charges
down, The policy has paid off, as United
Fruit has hlﬂ”ﬂl‘l; learnt. Railway fraffic
has fallen off; and private industry and
agriculture have started to develop in
the once exclusive preserve of the
United Fruit Corporation.

The zame tale can be told of the

land, where for generations the peas-’

ants had gone barefoot and starving
on the estates of fendal landlords and
foreign investment corporations. There
was a crying and desperate need for
land reform; and reform there has been,
of a special non-Communist kind. Laws
have been passed which place no limit on
a landlord’s holdings, save that he must
cultivate or graze cattle on all except
222 acrez of it. To the pesasants this
Law has meant much; [formerly idle
land has been confizcated and redistri-
buted to the landless, with compensa-
tion to the landowners paid in interest-

bearing state bonds. Under this law,
President Arbenz himself lost 1,700
acres of his holdings to those who had
never, within living memory, owned a
sirip of land of their own. Estates of
German owners, confiscated during the
Second World War have been #listribu-
ted to the peasants, who are becoming
small, independent farmers, often hir-
ing the labour of those less fortunate
in the distribution.

UNITED FRUIT

The land reform, simple and compro-
miging though it is, has roused its share
of bitterness and opposition. And not
the least of the opposition has been
from United Fruit, which owned some
562,000 acres of Guatemalan land. The
Government proved that only 37,000
?.}:'re.*;dwer; undehcu]tivatinn; e'.r]:n the

nit ruit Corporation’s bi
claim was that it was using 5&%
acres. Of the more than half a million
acres due to be expropriated, the Gov-
ernment only took over 374,000, pay-
ing over half a million dollars in com-
pensation. United Fruit, left with more
than three times the amount of land in
cultivation by them, claimed 314 million
dollars in compensation, their claims
backed up by diplomatic pressure on
Guatemala from Washington.

There have been other things, some
F]nnned and some growing unplanned
rom the great upsurge of progressive
and democratic ideas and actions let
loose by these first assaults on the back-
wardness of feudalism. FEducation has
been broadened, though seven out of
every ten are still illiterate. People's
organisations, trade unions, women's or-
ganisations and peace, cultural and
sports organisations have flowered and
gathered hundreds upon hundreds of
adherents. Art and culture has begun
to emerge from under dark stones where
it was driven by the former dictator-
ships — a national music festival was
planned for this July, before the coun-
ter-revolution burst, and a Festival of
Friendship of Central Amsrican and
Caribbean Youth was under way for
September,

There was a flowering, too, of poli-
tical ideas, and the formulation of pro-
gressive policies in foreign affairs, mir-
roring the democratic and free political
life at home, At the Caracas [nter-Ameri-
can Conference, Guatemala’s represen-
tative stood alone, a small but courag:
cous voice for peace, for settlement of
international disputes by negotiation,
for disarmame=nt and the prohibition of
the atomic bomb, While the rest of the
delegates 'ait]'tfu"].r lined up and vot

[Continued at foot of page 7)
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/ﬂ an Eteﬁ po-g /

— BEING THE REPORT OF AN UNUSUAL HEARING BEFORE THE
UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE.

JPI"EHJ#: Senator Homer Ferguson (Republican, Michi-
gan).

Also present: Robert Morris, Subcommittee Counsel;
and Benjumin Mandel, Director of Research.

SEN. FERGUSON: Do you have a wilness, Mr. Morris?

Mr. MORRIS: We have Mr. William Mandel ... . What is
your present occupation, Mr, Mandel?

Mr. MANDEL: Due to the blacklist resulting from the acti-
vities of this committee and others, 1 am not able to
pursue my occupation as a writer and researcher and
translator, so I am trying to make a living az a furni-
ture merchant.

FERGUSON: Will you make a further explanation as lo
what you mean by being blacklisted? Certainly this
committee issued no blacklist.

MANDEL: The climate of opinion that has arisen in con-
nection with persons who, as 1 do, deem it possible to
live in the same world with the Soviet Union, at peace;
that climale of opinion, to which | believe the conduct
of this subcommittere and others has contributed, has
made it impossible for persons such as myself to earn
a livelihood in our aceepted professions.

FERGUSON: Do you believe that the Soviet government has
done its utmost to live in a world with America in an
amicable way?

MANDEL: I think there have been mistakes on both juirts,
but I believe that in proposing to reduce armaments by
one-third, which we have not accepted; and . . pro-
posing 'to outlaw the atom bomb, which we have nor
accepted; and they have proposed inspections, and
they said if we could go in there and they can come in
here at any time to inspect (Vyshinsky proposal te U.N.
at Paris 1949) ....

FERGUSON : Have you ever been in Russia?

MANDEL: I have.
FERGUSON: Had you any restrietions placed on you?

MANDEL: NO, sir.
FERGUSON : None whatsoever?
MANDEL: None whatsoever.

- L] L L ]

FERGUSON: Do you believe that the United States has
done its utmost in trying to live with the Soviet powers
amicubly in this world?

MANDEL: NO, sir. Specifically, we pledged 1o demilitarise
Germany and Japan, We are now remilitarizing them.
We have just indicated (and when | say “we™. I am
speaking of the United States government) an inten-
tion to go hack on our word — that’s the vnly lan-
guage I can use — given at the Yalta Conference. rela-

tive to the island of Sakhalin, the Kurile [slands, and

to certain other holdings. We have made peace with
many of the men who were the chief enemies of our
country during the last war. | don't think that can win
the vonfidence of a country that lost, by its own esti-
mate, seven million dead, and, by the estimate of most
other people, a great many more dead than thal.

FERGUSON: I will ask you this question: In case of war
between the United States and the Soviet Union, whom
will you support? '

MANDEL: If our country were attacked, I would fight for
my country.

FERGUSON: Then you personally would determine whether
or not Russia had attacked America?

MANDEL: I would say, sir, that that is, as Mr. Roosevelt
used to say, a very “iffy” question. I simply cannot en-
visage that kind of situation.

FERGUSON: You cannot envisage that? You cannot en-
visage the Soviet powers attacking America?

MANDEL: That's correct.
FERGUSON: Because you believe that communism does not

believe in aggression against capitalism?

MANDEL: | would say that it is because 1 believe, in terms
of their record, that has not been their record.

FERGUSON: What would you say, then, about the attark
on Poland, at the time of ﬂw‘;-act with Hitler?

MANDEL: Mr. Churchill, whose “love” for communism is
well-known, commented at that time that it was in the
interests of Russia’s defence against a German attack
that she stand wpon that line. Churchill’s exact words
WiTe "Tl'mt the Russian armies should stand on this
line was clearly necessary for the safety of Russia
against the Nazi menace™ (N.Y. Times, Oct. 2, 1939).
That is the [irst thing -

FERGUSON: What about the attack of the North Koreans
on the South Koreans?

MANDEL: Sir, I have yet to have il sulisfactorily explained
Lo mue wh}r JDF'II'I. Foster Dulles. the American ﬂipiuﬂm’tiu
representative to South Korea, and our chief military
man, were pholographed in what was deseribed in the
New York Times the next day as the front-line trenches,
two days before the war began. (The photograph may
be seen in the “Times” of June 25th, 1950, and the
caption says it was taken “last Tuesday”™ June 20th.
The war began June 24th).

FERGUSON: Your opinion iz the South Koreans did the
attacking ?
MANDEL: IawuuFd offer that as my judgment. (On June

26, 1950, the N.Y. Times noted: “The war-like talk
strangely has almost all come from South Korean lead-
ers.” That day the “Times” reported further (only in
its carly edition!): “This morning, according to the
South Korean Office of Public Information, South Ko-
rean lroops pushing northward captured Kaeju. capital
of Wranghoe provinee. which is a mile north of the
border.” On ﬁnrch 2, 1950, the "Times" said of a
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ech by Syngman Rhee that it “was one of the most
T}I.;atpni:m hinﬁn recent months of a desire 1o unify
the country, if necessary by force”
FERGUSON: Do you think that with the American Lroops
f%hting against the North Korean troops, with the Red
inese soldiers moving in to North E&ma, they did
not attack America?
MANDEL: If the Red Chinese had moved within the same
distance within Canada or Mexico as we did in Korea,
we would be entirely justified in moving into Canada

and Mexico.

FERGUSON : It is still aggression.

MANDEL: NO, sir. We have established bases thousands
of miles from our frontiers all over the world.

FERGUSON: Then, as I understand it. you believe that in
this fighting in Korea, the North Koreans and the Red
Chinese and the Kussians, who are furnishing at least
the material, are justified?

MANDEL: In the first place, | do. In the second place, |
think that the important thing teday iz to end the
thing before it gets us all into it, rather than to argue
out guestions, to which at best, 1 can offer an opinion
only, and anyone else can also offer an opinion.

- - -

FERGUSON : Have you a knowledge of what communism is?

MANDEL: I could hardly pretend to be something of an
expert on Russia without having some knowledge of
whal communism is,

FERGUSON: Will you tell us what communism is? You
have said that we ought to be able to get along with it.

MANDEL: Yes, sir.

FERGUSON: That we have not done our share in trying
to get along with it. You think Russia has?

MANDEL: Right.

FERGUSON : %)n you know whether or not there are slave
labour camps in Russia?

MANDEL: There are penal camps.

FERGUSON: Not slave labour?

MANDEL: Not slave labour camps.

After World War 11, the slave-labour fairy tale
was re-imported from Germany, and 1 recall being
asked about it by graduate students at Stanford in
1947. At that time it had just been broadcast by an
article in the “Saturday Fvening Post™ and had nat
vet been polished up to meet intelligent objections. All
the prisoners (five million — ten miﬁun — fifteen mil-
lion: take your choice) were described a: being in o
huge northeastern territory called Yakutia. On the map
the place looked big enough. | dragged out every map
of the territory, and showed these students, all of them

veterans with personal knowledge of supply problems,
that there is only one road into the entire territory.
Then | asked them how many people can be fed via
one road, even at starvation levels, They laughed, and
that was that. (Alaska, with one road, has 100,000
people ).

Alexander Werth, for 7 years the British Broadecast-
ing Corporation correspondent in Moscow, has de-
molished the story mathematically, He pointed out that
if 12,000,000 men were in “slave camps” during World
War Il, as claimed, and since 20,000,000 Soviel men
were drafted into the armed forces, including those who
were killed, the remaining free adult Soviet population
could not possibly have fed, clothed, Housed anEu armed
the country, zince “slaves™ are notoriously the most in-
efficient of all workers, as they have nothing to work
for. He writes: ] have at least been to two of the slave
centres he mentions — Nalchik in the Caucasus, which
swarmed with holiday-makers and with no sign of any
chain-gangs (of course, 1 may have overlooked them) ;
and Murmansk, whose labour, according to Dallin,
ig operated by slave labour. Actually, I found that the
dockers of Murmansk were the burliest, healthiest, best-
fed people in the whole town, They were not slaves at
al]i - L L] L

FERGUSON: Do you believe that the Smith Law, under
which the 11 Communists were indicted and tried, is
a good law?

MANDEL: My answer is thal it is nol, sir.

FERGUSON: It is not a good law?

MANDEL: That is correct.

FERGUSON : You think it is an improper law?

MANDEL: It goes counter to the letter and the spirit of
the Constitution, and, what is more important than that,
I think it iz very bad for this country to have any
legislation that tends to restrict people’s expressions
-EIFD inion in any way.

FERGUSON: Do you think that the 11 men that were tried
in New York in the Federal Court under the law had
a fair trial under the law?

MANDEL: My reply, zir, is that 1 do not. | have one very
specific reason for thinking so, among others — the
juries are so selected as to weigh the juries dispropor-
tionately against working people, Negroes and members
of other minorities. Since thess men put themselves
forward as defending the rights of working people,
Negroes, and other minorities, it is obvious that they
might have expected, or might have had some reason
to expect a different kind of verdict if such people had
been on this jury.

GUATEMALE—Ceontinued from page 5.

[Continuad from page 4)

for the Dulles policy of armaments, anti-
Communism and military alliances
against the peoples’ Democracies, their
applause was for Guatemalan speeches,
and not for United States. Immediately,
inspired from Washington, the allega-
tions of “Communist” Soviet Central-
American plols began lo break,

ARMS

There was lalk of arms, arms [rom
Poland reaching Guatemala. Tt is true,
Four hundred tons of arms. A statisti-
cian has worked out that this would

supply Guatemala's 7,000 soldiers and
3,000 police with a pistol and a tommy
gun a piece, But the full story was ob-
scured and left un-aid, Guatemala knew
that, in Nicaragua and Honduras, arms
were being stockpiled and plots laid for
military inlervention on behalf of the
United Fruit. In her search for arms
for self defence, Guatemala was turned
down first by the United States, and then
by all the Western Powers. That she
needed arms for self defence, and des-
perately, recent events have proved over
and over again,

What has been lacking has been the
organisation of these students into a
united union. Advances have been made
towards achieving this during the Ipasl'
year, but an enormous amount still re-
quires to be done.

As these unions develop, so will the
demand from within NUSAS grow, for
their inclusion in the National Union.
Their participation will ensure that
NUSAS is fully identified with the de-
mands of the people, and the struggle
for equal and adequate educational op-
portunity for all.
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“THE INTERFERING CLERICS”

Charles Bloomberg Discusses The
Church Opposition to Apartheid.

A MOST signiflicant feature of the political scens has been
the entry of the so-called “]':ngliuh" churches, and pro-
minent churchmen in the fight against apartheid.

That the churches would be brought into conflict with
the Apostles of Apartheid was largely inevitable. On the
one hand the Nats. preach exploitation, subjection and
suppression of dark-skinned people, while on the other Chris-
tian precepls enjoin equal trealment of all men before the
eyes of God.

Thus the scene was set for many years [or a break
between the non-racial church organisations, and our dis-
criminatory system of sociely. But the churches were ap-
parl‘:nl.lj.' conlented to allow e racisl ruliug class o have
ils own way in governing Lhe country so long as they were
permitted to practise non-segregation in their institutions,
and as long as the State did not interfere.

FIRST ATTACKS

This highly dangerous illusion akin to the “lets keep oul
of politics” ery in the Trade Unions and Universities, was
shattered by the Nationalist Policy of refashioning the coun-
Iry, its institutions. and the minds of its people in the Apart-
heid mould, Recent legislation, although not so specially
directed at the churches has struck at the very basis of
the Church’s work among the Non-Europeans, It is no
longer possible for churches to sit on the political sidelines
for the pulilif_'ul schemes of the Nats, threaten lo destroy
Church autonomy. And with this realisation seems to have
come another realisation: That the threat to church freedom
is linked with the threat to the freedom of other sections
of the people.

The acls which conlain the most drastic curlailment
of church aulonomy are the Bantu Education Act and the
Native Reselilement Act.

Any doubt that the Nats. did not intend that the
Bantu E:Iuc'al.iuu Act would displace the “undesirable™
Church influence in non-white areas and replace it with
Nat. influence was dispelled in the speech of Mr, A, Heri-
£0g during the parliamentary debate on the bill, He claimed
the Act was necessary in order to combat the teachings of
the Wesleyan, Methodist and Anglican missions which
“lended to arouse contempl among natives for their parents,

chiels and race.”
FIRM OPPOSITION.

The opposition of all the churches with the notable (but
not surprising) exception of the D.R.C., was unanimous
and immediate.

The Archbishop of Cape Town, Dr. Clayton, said:
“There is something peculiarly offensive in educating peo-
ple to fit them only for an inferior position, and then to
withhold from them more responsible positions on the
around that they are not fit for them.” {Cape Times 3/1/53).

The “Pretoria News" of 30/4/54 reported that a con-
ference of Catholic B[shc:}m from all over the country ex-
pressed “serious conecern™ over the manner in which the
Act would be applied and recorded ite “grave fears™ for the
future of the Mission schools.

In Matal, the President of the Methodist Conlercnce in
South Africa, the Rev. H. W, Rist issued a national unity
call for all the churches to stand tﬂgﬂ'lhu'r in the face of the
threat to the Mission schools.

The Bishop of Johanneshurg the Hev. Ambrose Reeves
denounced the “new education” which the act envisaged as
“even more inefficient than the old.” (Star 29/4/54).

The intensity of this opposition 1s understandable when
one appreciates that 99 per cent. of schools for Alfrican
children are conducted by churches,

The “Vaderland” had ol course a dilferent explana-
tion: “The reason for the hostility of these clergymen io
the transfer of the mission schools must be sought in their
anti-South African attitude.” (13/4/51).

GREATER GOVERNMENT HOSTILITY

These words echoed the menacing tone of “Die Volks-
blad” a few months earlier, when, commenting on church-
men who atlacked the government, it wrote: “If this goes
on, the Government and the Nationalist Party eventually
will feel obliged to take action against the Anglican church
as against any other political movement or political party.”

Attacks in similar vein have ﬂppeurr-:{] in other Nat.
pepers and in speeches of Cabinet Ministers. But while with
the one hand the N.H.EE-. villilied the Churches for uppu&i!lg
the Government, on the other they passed acls encroaching
on religious liberty, “Capitulate unconditionally—or join the
opposition” was the Nat, ultimatum,

What are non-racial churchmen expected to do when,
a5 in Upington, the Catholic Church, school and hostel are
threatened with “removal” under the machinery of the
Group Areas Act — the campaign against the “Romish
danger” originating in the Dutch Reformed Church?

What are churchmen to do when passports, as in the
case of African Methodist Episcopal Church, are denied to
high religious leaders who visit the branches of their church
in South Alriea? As the former Judge of Appeal, the Hon.
Richard Feetham noted: “The exclusion of churchmen on
official business opens up serious possibilities of similar
action being taken in [uture in regard to other churches in
South Africa.”

Is it at all surprising that church leaders are becoming
politically conscious, when, because there is no prohibition
in Catholic laws against the solemnisation of mixed mar-
riages, the police are reported to be checking up on Catholic
Eriﬂtl:! in case they break the race purity laws=? (Die Volks-
lad 3/12/53).

All the techniques in the Nal. armoury, previously
labelled “For use against Reds only™ are being employed
against the Churches.

Iron curtain passport restrictions, the omni-present po-
litical police, arhitrur‘}r state infringements on the autonomy
of institutions; the “traitor” smear for criticising the gov-
crnmenl, deprivation of the right to teach views not sanction-
ed by the government — these and many other violation=:
of hasic freedoms which were once reserved only for the

[Continued at foot of next pags)
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"Lel ud dpeak of Preedom™

EXCERPTS FROM PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY'S GREAT POEM — “THE
MASQUE OF ANARCHY"” — ASTIMELY IN THE DAY OF THE CONGRESS

OF THE PEOPLE AS WHEN IT WAS WRITTEN IN 1819.

“What is freedom? Ye ear tell
That which slavery is too well, slaves
For its very name has grown
To an echo of your own.

“Tis to work, and have such pay
As just keeps life from day to day

“Let a great assemnbly be

What are thou, freedom? Oh, could

Answer from their living graves
This demand, tyrants would flee
Like a dream’s dim imagery.

“For the labourer thou art bread

On some spot of English ground
Where the plains stretch wide around.

“From the corners uttermost
of the bounds of English coast;

rom every hut, village or town
Where those who live and suffer moan

For others misery or their own;

“From the workhouse and the prison

n your limbs as in a And a comely table spread W here, pale as corpses newly risen
For the tyrants’ use to dwell: From his dmly labour come Women., children, yourng a.m{
In a neat and happy home. zroan for pain and weep for cold;
“So that ye for them are made
Loom, and plough, and sword and “Thou art clothes and fire and food “From the haunis of daily life
spade; For the trampled multitude. W here is waged the daily strife

With or without your own will, bent
To their defence and nourishment.

No — im countries that are free
Such starvation ecannot be

With common wants and common cares
Which sow the human heart with tears;

As in England now we see!

“"Tis to let the ghost of Gold
Take from toil a thousandfold
More tham e'er his substance could

In the tyrannies of old : As laws are in E

“Thou art justice; ne’ﬁrblnr gold
May thy righteous laws be sold

“Let @ vast assembly be
and with great solemnity
Declare with ne'er said words that ye

. thou Are, as God has made ye, free!

Shield st alike the high and low.

“And at length when ve complain
With a murmur weak and vain
"Tis to see the tyrants crew

Ride over your wives and you

Blood is on the grass like dew!

“Thou are prace: never by thee
Would blood and treasure wasted be
As tyranis wasted them when all
Leagued to quench thy flame in Gaul.

“Rise, like lions after slumber,

In invanguishable wimber!

Shake your chains to earth, like dew
Which in sleep had fallen on you!
Ye are many — they are few™

most outspoken critics of the Nats. are today being applied
to the Churches.

THE CHURCHES TAKE THEIR STAND

And so it is heartening that the religious leaders are
doing something about the position and are joining with
other sections menaced by the repressive machinery of the
Nationalists, They have courageously taken up the cudgels
on behalf of the Universities, the trade unions, and the un-
louchable Red-listed “Namees™.

The Bishop of Johannesburg was responsible for initia-
ling a “Citizen Committee’ of leading communal ligures to
arouse public support for the Universities' fight against
scgregation, Father Huddleston organised an “Anti-Ban-
ning” campaign against the application of the Suppression
of Communism Aect, towards the end of 1953.

When the pernicious Public Salety Bill and Criminal
Laws Amendment Act were before Parliament, Rev. J. B.
Webb, Rt. Rev. Ambrose Reeves, Rev. W. H. Kinney, and
Father Trevor Huddlesion, signed, with others, a public
statement rejecting the laws as aiming “to stifle any criti-
Clemn in T'I!EH.II‘,! lov the basic jssucs run[mnting the l:'nutltr}'."

(R.D.M. 16/12/53).

Speaking against the Suppression of Communism Act
ﬁm:-nmnl, the Bishop of Johanneshurg declared: “The
most disquieting feature of this legislation is the fact that
the condemnation of those who are suspected of being com-
munists is taken completely outside the normal processes of *
law” (R.D.M. 18/11/53).

Evidence that the opposition of such influential and
important bodies as the churches is nettling the Nats, is
indicated by the bitter attacks on people like Dr. Clayton
and Ambrose Reeves. Their attempts to discredit the “Eng-
lish” churches, strictly for local consumption, are spiced
with a dash of colour conscious appeal.” But for the rest
of the world and for these South African whose minds are
not blinded by colour prejudice, the Nat. pattern is as clear
as if it were overprinted with a script, and its bluster fools
nobody. The Nationalists are hvnﬁng for total dictator-
ship and will stop at nothing to crush every semblance of
opposition, whatever ils source; which blocks their path.

For this reagon it is of immense importance that the
anti-Nat line-up — the trade unions, churches, universities,
women's organisations and all democratically opinionated
persons — unite with the Congress movement in a close and
intimate alliance to stem the dangerous tide of Fascism
which threatens to wash away the remaining foundations
of democracy in South Africa.
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ATOMIC

N 27th June the first power station
in the world using nuclear fuel
{Atomic power) started working in the
Soviet Union. The announcement her-
alding the beginning of a new and
reater Industrial Revolution was brief.
ft merely added that the Soviet Govern-
ment were following up this achieve-
mefit by constructing atomic-engined
power stations with greater capacities.
To the Governments of England and
the U.S.A. planning to operate their firs:
atomic power stations in three to five
years' time, this announcement was a
sentence of doom. But to all the peopl.s
of the world June 27th is a day to be
celebrated for ever with rejoicing.
Every Soviet leader, from Lenin to
Malenkov, has emphasised time and
again the need for a vastly increased
supply of electric power to enable the
U.E?gﬂ. to raise her productivity per
head. In 1948 Stalin suggested a target
of 500 million tons of coal by 1961
to raise Soviet productivity to the Brit-
ish level. This involved a great increase
in the number of miners as well as a
steep rise in the amount of rﬂilh'a;]y
tr rt needed to move the coal. It
shnﬁt[ be borne in mind that distances
are vast in the U.5.5.R. and the railway
system is relatively sparse.

POWER FOR THE PEOPLE

~=-Now, however, power from Atomic

Energy provides a far more rapid and
economic way to achieve even higher
levels of productivity.

Prof. Blackett calculated a few years
ago that the U.S.5.R. might need about
4,000 tons of Uranium per annum. Re-
cent developments in nuclear reactors
known. as “breeders” have reduced this

antity to about 100 tons annually, It

:[l:.lauld be explained that in its natural
state uranium consistz of 0.7 per cent.
of the active form and 99.3 per cent
of the inactive form. Heretofore, atomic
fuel has been made merely by separatin
the two and usin active varie
only. at high cost. This means that less
than a hundredth part of the Uranium
could be used. But with the “breeder”
reactor, all the remainder can now be
made active. Therefore the world's re-
sources of wranium fuel are multiplied
140 times and every pound of uranium
can be used at very much lower cost.
For these reasons there is no longer any
need to fear that the world's supply of
uranium fuel is insufficient.

In the US.S.R. where the people are
willing and able to make the utmost use

POWER FOR PEACE

of this new source of power, numerous
modern communities will be able to
flourish in regions remote from existing
sources of power. The effect of the use
of nuclear energy in the U.S.S.R. during
the next five or ten years will accele-
rate her already staggering rate of de-
velopment in every %[ir.ecti.un lo an ex-
tent which none can as yet foresee. This
will have such profound effects upon the
world as a whole that one's imagina-
lion runs riot in the mere contempla-
tion of it!

RUSSIA FORGES AHEAD

The U.S5.5.R. has now taken over the
lead in the use of atomic energy,
whether for war or peace.

In the New York Herald Tribune of
June 9th, 1954 we read:

“The first of this dread fact
came when lﬂrﬂmﬁm exploded its
large economy-size H-bomb. In this
highly important instance Soviet science
actually surpassed American science.

There are other such proofs. There
is the appearance of the new Soviet
long-range jet bombers, two years ahead
of our schedule, There are the recent

Soviet advances thal we carnot maich

in the field of electronics, where we used
to think that we had a commanding lead.
There is the mass of evidence :ﬁr the
Smrieuareuuﬂuﬁeade‘;'minmevﬂai

field of Faud ed missiles.
The U.S.5.R. has clearly demonstrated

before the world her scientific and tech-
nological superiority. As Gordon Dean,
former chairman of the Atomic Energy
ission said in his new book:

“Russia’s explosive rate of increase
will bring her up to American produc-
tion le in a very short period of
time . . . We have consistently under-
rated the Russian technological and pro-
duction achievement and it is now time

twe m;:?:;d doing il

The 27th June is very important to’
the power-starved countries peopled by
two-thirds of the world's population.

Take India, for example. She has am-
ple supplies of thorium and possibly
uranium but she is too weak in indus-
trial and technological resources to ex-
ploit atomic energy without help. Bel-
gian Congo and gl?'ﬂ.t“ are very rich in
uranium but have not used their great
resources for industrial power. Then
there are countries where the supply of
power not involving the transport of
large quantities of ecoal or the building
of long electrical transmission lines
would open up large areas, The use of

nuclear fuel for the industrial develop-
ment of agricultural countries will mean
an even greater revolution to them than

-was the invention of the steam engine to

Europe 150 years ago.

For any unindustrialised country to
reach the level of the US.A. today
would involve many years of tremendous
social labour and vast cost. Such coun-
tries must welcome avidly the pnlent;n]
gigantic saving from the successful de-
‘i‘eﬁ:ment ﬂe new source of power.

Who will help those countries? Will
the U.5.A. and En‘f]u.nd (even jf they
had the means to do so — which they
have not yet) assist these countries to.

ite their industrialisation? Obvi-
ously these imperialist powers are in no
hurry to see their “wards” achieve in-
dependence, as the peoples of those
countries know to their cost.

But, as Mr. Murray of the Atomic
Energy Commission, said last October:

“This recent U.S5.5.R. accomplishment
fof the Hydrogen Bomb) is less dan-
gerous fo n would have been the
Fﬂ;:d i,’b;ﬁe Sﬂuu.:f ;ﬁ!ﬂd announced that

1 SUCCEss operating a .
tical industrial mc&rwﬂﬂumm{—m
was offering foreign nations nuclear
power @ gY “in e for wra-
nium, coupled with other favourable
economic and politi reements. Un-
less we embark on an all'out attack on
our nuclear power we be deprived
of foreign uranium ores. There is a pos-
sibility that power-hungry countries will
gravitale towards the ggﬁ.ﬂ. if it wins
the nuclear power race.”

WHAT OF THE U.5.A.7

And what of the U.5.A.? Will she not
catch up and pass the Soviet Union in
the field of Nuclear Energy? No! Be-
cause the US.A. has the overpowering
disadvantage of her capitalist economy.
Because her multi-millionaire govern-
ment has found the sterile use of atomic
energy for military purposes lo be most:
payable. Furthermore vested interests in
public wtility companies are powerful
opponents of the use of the new source
of energy. Also the cost of power in the
U.5.A. is low due to abundance of easi-
ly-mined coal, oil and natural gas. Then
too science in the U.S.A, has ﬁem crip-
pled by fears and purges. Finally the
capitalists are not anxious to increase
the supply of power and productive cap-
acity of the US.A. in the face of a
coming slump.

“URANIUS.”
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TEACHING LITITLE CHILDREN

All qun‘l‘.ﬁun: in this eolumn afa fram the "Hiihrf Book far
Srammar and 5'I:I;|I1dll"|l Schaals puh":hid in 1953 and used in
all schools in Western Sermany.

Hitler Comes

“General Schleicher became Chancellor, but he could
not bring order into political life . . . “One must have this
picture of the state of affairs in Germany clearly in mind in
order to understand the attitude towards the new man who
took over power (Hitler, ed.), the man who had so bravely
opposed the reds, and who had offered to restore order in
the interior and to restore the Reich to might and power
externally’ — From Francois-Poncet’s Memoirs" (p. 115).

{ Francois-Poncet is today Freach High Commissioner
in West Germany, ed.).

All gquotations in this column are from the "Textbook For History
Teaching” published in 1982 and uted in all schools in the German
Democrafic Republic.

to Power (1933)

“The monopolists supported Hitler with grams run.
ning inte many millions. rn January 1933 Papen arranged
a talk between Hitler and a group of heavy industrialists
and bankers, in which final plans were drawn up for the
nazis to take over . . . At the lagt moment, on January 30th
1933 the Communist Party called [or a general sirike against
Hitler with the words: *A bloody regime of fascist terror is
being erected in Germany! Do not allow the mortal enemies
of the German people to suceeed in their criminal plans!™
(p. 207-208).

Hitler's Racial Policy

“One of the great mistakes of National Socialism was
the misuse of the racial idea . . . In 1938 a Jew shot a Ger-
man diplomat in Paris: the leadership of the Nazi Parly took
this as the excuse for an unworthy persecution of the Jews.
Acting on Goebbel's orders, misled National Socialists fired
synagogues, destroyed Jewish shops and mistreated many
Jews. During the war almost the whole of European Jewry
was exterminated in liquidation camps™ (p. 119).

(The West German schoolliook devotes a total of 13
lines to Hitlee's racialism, and deals exelusively with the
antisemitic aspect.)

“In order to prepare for the enslavement of other peo-
ples, the nazis used the weapon of racial hatred. The German
people were told that they were supermen, appointed to rule
over other peoples. The racial hatred was l:rirr-nl-:'d in the
main against the Jews and the Slav peoples, The hate pro-
lmgnndﬂ againﬁi the Jews, also known as anti-zgemitism, is
an old weapon of the reaclionaries. The fazcist lerror against
the Jewizh people began with racialist propaganda, and
ended with the murder of many millions of Jews in the ex-
termination camps™ (p, 232-233).

(The Fast German schoolbook devotes about jﬂ.!.l.l" Pages

(160 lines) to Hider's racial policy of extermination and
extermination camps).

Nazi Campaign against the West (1940)

“The German Wehrmacht understood magnificently
how to use its superiority in tanks and air foree, On May
14th, Holland capitulated. Always supported by the planes,
the tank divisions smashed through L;.r Sedan and reached
the mouth of the Somme . . . Marshal Petain, the new
Premier of France, realised the uselessness of further resist-
ance, and on June 22nd (1940) an armistice was concluded.
The French negotiator stated that the conditions imposed
were ‘“Hard but they contain nothing dishonourable’ ™ (p.
129-130).

(The West German schoolbook makes no mention of
such nazi erimes as the air attack on Rotterdam, exce
in the form of an exultant quotation from “Die Wehrmacht”,
nazi propaganda paper.)

“The campaign in the west opened on May 10th 1940
with the aggression of the nazi Wehrmacht againzt Holland
and Belginm. One of Hitler's greatest crimes was his at-
tack on the city of Rotterdam; it was completely flattened
by the nazi Luftwaffe, and more than 30, peaceful slm-
ple were killed . . . The German-French armistice signed on
June 22nd 1910 imposed severe conditions on France; the
German Wehrmach! oceupied the larger part of France, A
guwe}rnm:::l amenal ¢ to nagism was established” (p. 258-
259).

War on the Eastern Front (1941—1945)

“The length of the lines of communication made the
war in Russia very difficult. In addition there was the acti-
vity of the partisans, who according to Russian statistics,
have the lives of 300,000 Germans on their consciences”
{. 133).

“Behind the enemy lines in the territory occupied by
the fascists, partisan detachments were established, fully sup-
ported by the population. They waged a planned g‘ueri]El
war against the German imperialist conquerors . . . The
Wehrmaeht, 85 and SD behaved even more inhumanly
in the east than in west Eumpi: e E'.l'ﬂ"}"tl'liug was allowed :
torture, starvation, hanging. shooting, gassing. burning and

burying alive” (p. 262, 267).
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Horoos of the Empty View

JAMES ALDRIDGE has given us in

hiz latest book a fine and fasci-
nating novel that once started I found
impossible to put down. It is a realistic
work without the depressingly naive pro-
paganda or clumsy self-rightecusness
that so often accompanies attempts at
realism in modern novels, Hiz charac-
ters are typical human beings and not
‘whal-is-most-often-met-with®  or  mere
statistical averages. Their typicalness is
real and penetrating becausze they sum
up the doubts and hopes of millions of
us,

In a plot, cleverly based on the life
of Lawrence of Arabia, the author tells
a tale of the search of a man of intel-
lect, vigour and action for freedom ani
dignity. Gordon, the hero, threw him-
self into the revolt of a group of Bedo-
uin tribes against foreign interference
and encroachment on their land. The
tribal revolt is inevitably defeated and
Gordon is forced to continue his search
in modern industrial Britain. The story
ends with the central figure back in the
empty view of the desert where he play=
his last desperate scene in a fanatical
attempt to blow up an oil-field. This
symbol of modern commercialism is, for

rdon, death to the noble life of his

beloved tribesmen.

The essence of the novel is that it is
a profound $'tud$' of two fundamental
problems raised for many of us in our

world today. What is the meaning of in-.

dividual freedom and what i= the signi.
ficance of the acts of individual heroesz?

Gordon is shown to be a man with all
the gifts of heroism called to play that
role, but due to circumstances unable
to answer the call. His individualistic
acts are subtly contrasted with those of
men and women who direct their ener-
gies towards working in mass move-
ments. We all know people like this who
fulfil their goals of personal freedom
by activity for general freedom.

Events have shown that the intellec
tuals have a large part to play in demo.
cratic struggle; our own national libera-
tion struggle is no exeeption, and it is
for thiz reason that I found James Ald-
ridge’s acute understanding of the in-
tellectual problems o absorbing. Dis-
gusted, frustrated and filled with con-
tempt for the commercialism of modern
life, Gordon looks for better relations
between men, among the itribesmen. In
the free and open frankness of trihal
life he finds something of what he

dreams of — a noble and dignified life
for all men. Here in the midst of primi-
tive tribal cruelty he finde his idl:m'l of
comradeship with men. [ree from the
taint of money, open, frank and equal,
and because of this aflinity he is able
for a short time to perform heroic acts
on a large scale. But the defeat of the
Tribal Revolt is shown by the author to
illustrate Gordon’s lack of understand.
ing of the real i==nes al =lake in the
struggle for liberty that iz today going
on, in a mass scale the whole world over.,

It is when he iz back in Britain that
Gordon has his deepest experience,
Here he comes to the full realization that

HEROES OF THF. EMPTY VIEW. By

James Aldridge. Published by Bodley
head.

30 PIECES OF SILVER. By Howard
Fast. Published by the Bodley Head.

TELL FREEDOM. By Peter Abrahams.
Published by Faber.

the future belongs to the men who lab-
our, he sees them “as the simplest men
with the hardest ways, the obvious vic-
tors over a softer sunken world . . . the
world would be theirs, intellect and all
. .." It is here that Aldridge's realism
becomes so fully evident for he paints
a tragic picture of the heroe's “emply
view"” when he cannot accept the impli-
cations of his new realisation.

The novel is written in language which
is in the best traditions of the great Eng-
lish novelists, a language which fullv
echoes the humanity and dignity of the
ideas expressed. I can confidently re-
commend it as a book that will hold all

Fighting Talk readers spellhound.
AL,

30 DPieces of Silver

THIH short play by the noted American

author is his first venture in the
realms of drama. It deal: with present
day witch-hunting in American govern-
ment circles, and the effect which this
has on the h:;s-l_eri:'n] and the cowardly.
David Graham, a minor Government
official, does not find it very difficult
to choose between bearing false  wit-
ness against a Jewish acquaintance who
he suspects of having relations with his
wife, or losing his job, As the result of
his choice in favour of a very false secu-
rity, his wife leaves him and goes 1o
stay, most symbolically. with their Ne-
gro servants' people.

In the first act the play promises a
realism which iz unfortunately not ful-
filled. The plot iz presented simply, and
a skillful dialogue brings an understand-
ing of it to the reader almost immedi.
ately. Its unravelling however leads to-
wards over-simplification and lack of
subtlety, and the final act jars with a
sense of great improbability, Tt is as
though the author's preconceived ideas
had forced the characters 1o behave in
a manner which iz foreign 1o their
nature, and even foreizn 1o any real
and not idealistie life.

The main characters in the play, the
Grahams and their, servant. do not de-
velop as people for whom it iz possible
to feel great sympathy and understand-
ing, and they remain as slightly stiff
puppets throughout,

Three attemptz have already been
made by Howard Fast to improve the
way in which thiz very topical situation
is presented, but greater skill and ex-
perience will definitely still have to be
acquired by him in thiz new medium
hefore he is successful. When this has
occurred we shall read and treasure his
plays with the same love which we feel
today for such books as “Freedom
Road” and “My Glorious Brothers.”

B.L.
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Peter Abraham's

Memoirs from a Distant Shore

BEFI.’IHI‘Z dizcusgzing Abrahams, I would

like to recall a short ronversalion
I had with Abrahams at the Trades Hall
when he visited South Africa in 1952
1o report for “The Observer”. It throws
some light on the author’s approach te
South Africa:

NJJ.: “How long are vou going lo
b here Mr. Abrahams?

Abrahams: “For about 6 werks.”

NJJ.: “Oh! 1 thought for good!™

Abrahams: “Why do you ask that
gquestion? There must be something in
i

NJ.J.: “Well, I think you van serve
a very useful purpose here. We need
people like you.”

Abrahams: “1 don’t think so. Here |
would be talking to the converied. In
England I am aﬁe to use the radio and
the press. Besides I can write. You need
people overseas for that.”

JJ.: “You ean work here and still
write. All good books ahout S.A. are
published abroad.”

Now “Tell Freedom™ (What a lofty
title!) is a very well written but an un-
impressive story of a writer who claims
to be “serving d'm cause of the dark
Fe oples of J'l.fm:l ge 17 “Return to

oli”). Written ﬁl)(% milez away, the
Drum Magazine hails it as “The Greal-
est book to come out of Africa.” (Drum
and Abrahams are great pals),

He describes his life in the slums of
Johannesburg, struggle againsg iremen.
dous odds for education and hiz ambi-
tion to become a writer. Hiz short par-
ticipation in the political movement
shows him up. He is disillusioned. con-

the left movement. He tells his story in
exactly the =ame manner as Richard
Wright, whoe was once a progressive.
Abrahams sees his wants and hopes
from an individualist angle and not as
part of the common man's struggle for
prosperily and happiness. A typical con-
servative apprmclg ~— “You must battle
to gel to the top.

‘nfortunately he tells his story only
up to 1939, The rest of his 15 vears
story and career as a writer is not men-
tioned at all. It is probably put aside for
a later edition.

However, by his writings one can tell
Abraham’s poor understanding and ap-
sroach Lo the problems of South Africa.
i‘l{- has not been able to interpret the
life and struggle of our people honestly
because he has that peculiar “individu-
alistic’ approach.

Then he criminally uses the American
method of discussing our problems by
introducing a heavy concentration of
SO,

What we need in South Africa are not
writers of the approach of Abrahams,
Paton and Millin, but writers {in South
Africa) who can sincerely and honestly
write and work for liberation.

Howard Fast of America is an amaz-
ing example. There is a writer who gives
a true interpretation in his novels of
people’s struggle for liberalion. And
every one has an inspiring message to
peoples the world over fighting for libe-
ralion.

There is E]'Ell-l]’ of room and urgent
need for a South African Fast
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