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BEHIND THE RA

N the morning of June 4th there arrived at the Legion's

offices in Johannesburg a posse of detectives, armed
with a search warrant, a courteous manner and a distinct
aura of bonhomje. The Legion's office workers rose to the
. occasion and received the visitors with equal courtesy. Draw-
ers, cupboards, shelves and files were looked through and,
after ninety minutes, the officers of the law retirad with a
collection of minute books, welfare case-files, files on the
Broederbond, the MNationalist Party, the Labour Party, the
Peace Council and the World Veterans' Federation, They
left behind the file on the United Party.

To the homes of four members of the National Execu-
tive Committee they proceeded and removed some pam-
phlets and some books, including, as evervone knows, three
boocklets on Meral Rearmament. Presumably the searchers
wers attracted by such %itles as, "Fight for a New World"
and "A World Force and a World 1dea.”

And what does it all add up to?

In the first place, the Springbok Lenion is not plotting
a revolution. In the second place, even if I+ were. # would
not leave blueprints lving around puhblic offices. Of course,
so many books, maaazines and pamphlets have been banned
in recent months by the Minister of the Interior, that i
should be possible to find at least one such item in most
homes in South Africa. But possession of such material can
hardly add up to "treason’,

It becomes clear. then, that the raid had a purpose
other than the ostensible one, That purpose was to infimi-
date the areat mass of anti-Nationalists in South Africa, We
have said in these columns many fimes before that the
Mationalists have calculatingly emoloved the weapons of
fear and intimidation in the political field. They have
frightened the fimid and credulous into believing that a net-
work of saboteurs was ready fo poiton water-wells and to
sefze the broadcasting system: that the non-Europeans were
determined o drive the white men Into the sea: that the
Torch Commando was a Communistic body, planning to take
over the government of the country a military coup
d'atat: that the 'communists” had eorganised a school for
firebugs in the Peninsula: that the Defiance Campaign lead-
ers were in league with Kenya's Mav-Mau.

All so fantastic as to be scoffed at by sensible people,
but frightening enough to leave in the best minds a sediment
,of doubt, a reluctance to run unnecessary risks.

Business men have been persuaded to play safe in the

realm of political activity by threats of suspended import
permits, and a decrease in quotas. Civil servants have been
edaed up to toe the line by the rumours of political esoion-
ane throughout the service, Bishops have been attacked and
judges threatened with the sack.

A number of people have been ‘named' under an act
of Parliament, the terms of which are sa vaque as to permit
their application to any anti-Nationalist, The Riotous Assem-
bliss Act has been twisted to penalise any speaker who
seeks to improve race relations.

We can beain to see where the rald on the Legion's
offices fits in, following, as it does. the most recent batch
of banning notices, served on nearly all the leaders of the
non-European peoples. The Gevernment is determined ruth-
lessly to suppress all, but all, opposition to its fascist poli-
cies and programme.

We would be simpletons 4o imagine that the Govern-
ment will stop at infimidation measures, It is not impossible
that charges of treasen and revolution will be prepared
against the most militant anti-Nationalist fighters, We should
be prepared to see organisations sinaled out for suporession
and individuals deprived entirely of their civil riahts and
democratic liberties . . . more and more prohibited immi-
grants, more passports refused, more voters removed from
the rolls, more newspaper suppressed and so on.

The pertinent question arises: BUT FOR HOW LONG?

The answer lies not in the stars but in ourselves. Our
white people, born in freedom, carry the answer with them.
Qur black people, born in servitude, but given a picture of
a free life, carry the answer with them. Not for ever, not for
long can human beings remain emotional, intellectual, eco-
nomic or physical slaves, however tyrannical the oppressors.
The history of mankind is the history of man's successful
struagle towards liberty. History continues to be written in
South Africa. '

The road to liberation is dark. One light from past years
illumines our path—the established democratic right and
duty of a people to reject its government, when that gevern.
ment descends to unethical, unconstitutional, un-democratic
means to keep itself in power. Ancther light emerging in
these days is the growing consclousness that freedom will
be won for South Africa only by the combined forces of
white and non-white democrats. Each man carries his own
light, Our present duty is to let no man douse the glim; on
the contrary to ensure an ever brighter flame for freedom.
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The World of Science

PROBLEMS ON

PAPYRUS

B&' ||*hcu5.u

THEuHuHIu'I'hmH:-lI manuscript in existence is a roll made by the
ancient Egyptians of very thin longitudinal slices r:u about a foot long)

of a Nile River , the pa The edges of the slices were overlapped then

glued together and prm-dm

o1 a eyli

One day more than 3,500 years ago
a learned tian scribe sat down to
copy a very useful old roll which was
probably so worn that it had to be re-
copied. With writing materials he in-
scribed on a new papyrus the title, date
and his own name as [follows:

“Enu]u l'nrj[l iring iﬂl? nlluliﬂ. and
for knowing t exisls (every) mys-
tery . . . every secret. Behold this roll
was written in Year 33, month 4 of the

inumlltln% season . . . (under lhe
majesty ol King of Upper) and Lower

Auscrre, endowed with life, in the
li of a writing of anliquity made
in the time of the King of er and
Lower t Nemare. ﬂ was the seribe
Ahmose who wrote this copy.”

This old papyrus, 13 inches wide and
19 feet long, now lies preserved be-
tween two strips of glass in the British
Museum.

By the names of the ancient kings
mentioned in the title just quoted. Egypt-
ologists have dated the manuscript ear-
lier than the 16th century before Christ,
and the older one the scribe was copy-
ing is definitely dated in the 19th cen-
tory B.C. Thus we have a glimpse of
mathematics as it was nearly 4,000 years
ago.

Today I want to bring you glimpses of
this segment of ancient culture, th Tgu
fiom l;-uult of tilmu, to show how
closely, in its very infancy, mathematics
was related 1o h?;mnn affairs,

The first sct of rules refer 1o the re-
solution of fractions. The Egyptian could
comprehend only unit fractions, that is,
hactions with ome for the numerator,
like 1/5, 1/6, 1/10, etc. (The single

ion was 2/3), His only way to ex-
press 2 divided by 5 (which we call
2/5) was to add unit fractions, thus:
1/5, 1/10, 1/10 (placing the fractions
next to one another meant adding
them). He wrote no such thing as 3/4.
bt 3 divided by 4 was written 1/2, 1/4.
Voluminous tables were needed to show
the quotient of 2 divided by the prime
numbers from 5 to 101. For example. the

expression for 2 divided by 29 is 1/24

' ps a foot wide and somelimes
Pg:q‘mhnh,-nrghﬁu,ufﬂl&

feet , the traced the
higwy pﬂ:hﬂﬂhﬂu hilmgﬁplir: system of writing. The long sheet was then rolled
nder.

plus IIEEI plus 1/174 plus 1/232, What
a m!

ne problem starts: “Estimate of the
food of a poultry farm.” The amount of
food needed daily for fattening a goose
i» given and, ol course the manuscript
has not the word Emm:. but a picture of

ane! Another problem concerns an “Ex-
ample of exchanging bread for beer.”
Problem 69 reads: and a half

hekat of flour made into 80 loaves. Let
me know the content of a single loafl in
flour. Let me know their strength.” The
“hekat™ is a unit of measure equal to
about 1/7 of our bushel. The answer is
laboriously worked out at 1/32 of a he-
kat plus 4 ro. The “ro™ is a smaller
unit — 1/320 of a hekat.

Problem 65 reads: “Example of reck-
oning out 100 loaves for 10 men, a sai-
lor, a foreman and a watchman with
double.”

The meaning of it all {as shown by
the solution) is that 7 men have single
rations and 3 men (the =ailor, foreman
and watchman) have double rations.
The solution is accuralely, though lab-
oriously. done. Each man is to get 7 2/3
Elus 1 loaves and each “officer™ 15

/3 plus 1/26 plus 1/78 loaves. We
wonld =ay 7 9/13 and 15 5/13.

All of the problems are of a practical
nature. No generalizations. were made
and no theorizing had been done. The
rules were empirical ones, discovered
through experience.

Ocecasionally. however, what seems 1o
be puzzle problems were inesried. like
Problem 67. which reads: “Example of
reckoning the produce of a herdsman.
Behold now this herdsman came to the
numbering of catile with 70 oxen: =aid
this accountant of cattle to this herds-
man, How few are the head of oxen
which thou hast bronrht! Whers then
are thy numerous head of nxen? This
herdeman zaid to him. What T have
brought thee is two-thirds of one-third
of the cattle which thon didet entrne
to me. Connt for me and thon wilt find
me complete.” The man had prohahly
been instructed to brine on a errtain dav
onlv a fractional part of the cattle, which
had been entrusted to his care for a long

r

time, the cattle meanwhile having in-
creased in number. Since 2/3 of 1/3 is
2/9, it is casy for a school boy Lo rea-
son out that if 70 is 2/9 of all the cat-
tle, the total number is 9/2 times 70,
which is 315. It is even easier to do it
hi using algebraic notation, But the

tian knew no algebraic notation
and did not know how to use 2/9. His
solution is therefore very cumbersome.

Of particular interest is Problem 50.
It reads: “Method of reckoning a cireu-
lar piece of land of diameter 9 khet.
What is its area in land?" (“Khet" is
the name of a linear unit). The state-
ment of the problem is accompanied by
a crudely drawn circle. The solution be-
gins thus: “Take away thou 1/9 of it,
namely, 1; the remainder is B." “Make
thou the multiplication, 8 times 8; it
becomes 64, This is its area in land.”

What the 5!;} ians did, then, was to
square 8/9 diameter of a ci
to get the area. This is done in several
other mensuration problems in the
manuscripl.

You recall that to get the area of a
circle, we Multilzly e square of the
radius of a circle by a number called

i, the value of which to 4 decimals is

1416-—or, with less precision, 3 1/7,
which many of you have used. If we
compare the Egyptian’s area with ours
we discover this to be 2/3 of one per-
cent greater. If we use 3.1605 (instead
of 3.1416 for pi), we get the same area.
Ti is not surprising that his answer is
wrong but it iz astonishing that he eame
8o close to the area in view of gen-
eral knowledge of mathematies.

1 shall quote a few more problems
from the papyros.

“Example of caleulating land. If it is
said to thee, A rectangle of land of
10 khet by 2 khet. What is ils acreage?"

“A container intoe which corn has
gone to the extent of 25 hundreds of
quadruple-hekat. What are its dimen-
siona?"

“Example of reckoning out a square
container of 10 in its length, 10 in its
breadth and 10 in its height. What is
the amount that will go into it in cormm?”

Such problems as these are as old as
civilisation,

From the manuscript we learn thar
the ancient Egvptians could lay off an-
gles, compute simple areas and valumes;
add, subtract. multiply and divide, whole
numbers and fractions.

Written records show that for 4 000
years mathematics has been of vital im-
portance in human alfairs, We know of
course that this knowledee was accomu-
lating in the hands and brains of man-
kind for many hondreds if not thou-
sands of years before then,
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FEDERAL

FUTILITY

By L. BERNSTEIN,

“WE believe therefore, that a new

movement, pledged to a realistic
and courageous approach lo South Al-
rican problems, appealing to no narrow
sectionalism or prejudices, and devoted
tc the pursuance of principle rather than
expediency in our national life, will
serve to rally those men and women of
goodwill . . . ."

The Federal Union Party's manifes-
to is @ cry of decp despair at the pass
to which the United Party has led the
country — two Nationalist governments
in five years, ond exacerbated race re-
lations reaching [lash-point, As a symp-
tom of that despair, it is significant;
as a symptom of the wide-spread seek-
ing for a change it is to be welcomed:
and as a political programme it is pili-
able, il not downright treacherous to the
progressive seekings that gave it birth.

Federal Union overflows with good
intentions, of the kind that pave so many
rcads,

There is the intention of “appealing
tc mo narrow sectionalism or prejuo-
dices.” Brave words that fail to square
with the prejudices and narrow section-
alism which has seeped through the
programme. The programme calls for

. . « unyielding resistance against any
attempt at the cﬁ:m]nalinn of one group
by the other.” The groups referred to
are the two language groups of Euro-
peans, What is this but “parrow seé
tionalism,” when coupled throughout
the programme with the implicit and ex-
plicit acceptance of domination of the
nnn-EumJJcnn majority by a European
minority

PREJUDICES.

And what is it but prejudices — the
very prejudices which have elevated a
National Parly to government and re-
dured a United Party to splinters —
whirh explains the whole “subject na-
tion™ approach of the prozramme to the
political rights of non-Europrans? “The
present system ol group represenialion
of Natives to he maintained . . . This,
after the whole Hertzog group repre-
sentalion system has been rejected by
the only representative hody of Afriean
opinion, the Natienal Congress. “An
interim period of group representation
of Indians an a system similar to that
recorded to Natives . . ™ And this. after
the Smnts gavernment attempt to intro-
duce such a svstem with the Chetto Act
was so universally rejected and boy-
cotted by Indians as to be unworkable,

Nor is this relapse into the condemn-
ed “prejudice” merely an interim, short-
term device, driven on the unwilling
authors of the programme by the hard
realities of South African life, * . . The
long-term policy to be taken in steps
over a considerable period of yrars
(My emphasis L.B.) is the ultimate plac-
ing of those non-Europeans who have
passed suitable tests of a high standard
on the common roll of voters”™ (My
emphasis L.B.). Nole in passing that
there are no tests other than age, colour
of skin and an ability to aveid convic-
tion for treason that qualify Europeans
to vote on this common roll.

But above that, this long term policy
stretching away into the indistinguish-
able future is to he “subject always to
the saleguard against the dispropor-
tionate representation of any one section
of the Non-Furopean population.” (My
emphasis L.B.). The majority shall re-
main a minority, always and forever:
thus runs the eredo of these new cru-
saders for the democratic way of life
without prejudices, South African style.

PROGRESS BACKWARDS.

It is wilful self-deception which en-
ables the framers of the programme to
sommarise their aim as * . @& pro-
eresgsive rather than a repressive non-
Furonean poliev in line with Western
traditions and Christian teachings , , .»
Tt is not, and never has heen part of
th Western tradition for men of any
nation to accept second-class, subject
nation stalus as “progress”. Nor will
Somth Africans, of any colour, Tt is part
nf the Christian teachines, which the
Federal Unionists would do well to pon-
der. that there comes the phrase: ‘I
acked for hread., and vou pave me a
stane.’ They will be hearing that phrase
from the non-Europeans of this country
yrl.
IT there is reference in the programme
to the most pressing demands of the
non-Furopean peonle for the ending of
the mnoet wninst of laws. that reference
iz mnarded and devious, “We helieve that
Natives wha have attained a high de-
gree of rivilieation shonld he entitled
to exemption from laws designed for the
protection of backward peoples™. zays
the programme,

Tt i= n familiar phrascology, much be-
lavad of native commissioners and Nat-
ionnlist politicians, Fvery piece of re-
pressive leeislation devised by succes.
sive generations of white South Africa

has been passed off as “protection of
the backward PH“]]:E!“ —- laws and
regerves; colour bars and martial law
acls; vetoes, prohibitions and police
tyrannies, An old language, sweetened
up with sugar for the few natives that
squeeze through the carefully erected
fine-mesh of colour bars to progress
and attain “a high degree of civilisa-
tion”. Not the language with which to
inspire a new forward sweep of the na-

tion; nol the language which will move
mountains,
This much vounted “realistic and

ccurageous approach to South Africa's
roblems™ is now on the surface only,
ike a “new model” American car. Un-
derneath, the streamlining and 1953 re-
modelling, it is the same hoary model T
that has been the undoing of South Al
rica’s “progressives” from the rise of
Onze Jan to the demise of the Torch

Commando.

EMERGENCIES FOR EVER!

In terms of the Public Safety
Act, the Government in a “State
of Emergency” can make any laws
it likes and can authorise any per-
son to make any laws.

Not only can they make new
laws; they can also sweep aside
existing laws.

And they ean fix penalties with
maximums of five years' gaol,
E500 [ine, and the confliscation of
goods and property.

President Hindenburg of the
German Reich onee signed an
Emergenﬁ;ﬂeeue Jor the protee-
tion of People and State, Tt
suspended the constitutional guar-
antees of personal libertics and
property rights,

That “emergency™ lasted from
March 1933 until the downfall of
.the Nazi Diclatorship in May
1945! I

Mr. Swart's Public Safety Act
says that his “State of Emergency™
may be declared for twelve
months, But it can be renewed by
the Government at the end of the

twelve months, and again at the
end of that! And so on, for ever.

This is Fascism!

(Extracted from “Rule by Sjam-
bok™, copies of which are obtain-
able from the publishers, the De-
mocratic League, P.0. Box 4347,
Cape Town.)
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“LILIOM™ AN APPRAISAL

By RONALD HARRISON.

I CAME away from "Liliom" emotionally stirred, artistically satisfied, intellec-
tually baffled. |4 is an unusual charming play with some most effective moving
scenes: it is excellently acted, Emdu:ad. set and lit, but at a first visit | felt

Molnar had diddled me somew
others will not agree with me.

“Liliom™ is a play aboul a barker in
a fairground in Budapest fifty years ago.
Liliom is a tough, conceited, uncouth,
brutal man, who nevertheless dimly re-
sents his ignorance, his illiteracy, his
inability to cope with human relation-
ships. “It’s all so dumb,” he cries out

on his deathbed..

- Hox falls in love with Julie, a servant
girl, who, equally illiterate and inarli-
culate, nuvur%lelusa has a primitive wis-
dom in her, which enables her lo see
through Liliom's crude exterior to the
bewildered, sensitive, frustrated being
inside. :

Alter beating Julie - because of his
own exasperated misery al her unhappi-
ness — Liliom learns with touching joy
that he is to become a father. In order
to get money for Julie and the expected
baby, he reluctantly partakes in an at-
templed hold-up, which misfires, He
feels all the unfairness of life has de-
scended on him and in his blind ignor-
ance he commits suicide — a vietim, if
you like, to the society which permitted
such Su}r{'rr.jr, such ignorance,

And at that point the play might have
erded, but it doesn’t. The next scene
shows Liliom in heaven being interroga-
ted by a Heavenly Magistrate, who sen-
tences Liliom to “burn for sixteen years
i the erimson fire,” after which he will
return to earth for one day in order to
de some good deed for his posthumous
daughter. The final seene depicts Li-
liom's desperate attempt to do a good
deed, an’ attempt which fails when Li-
liom’s old rashness, impatience and frus-
tration burst out as strong and fresh as
ever, despite the years of ‘purification.’
Liliom iz still Liliom!

I don’t know what I expected — some
reconciliation, some success for Liliom?
I realise now that such an ending would
have been dreadfully untrue. I do nol
think the play has anything more to say
than that environment produces the La-
lioms and it iz our job, realising this,
to understand other p-ople more sympa-

thetically.
IEINIE PERFORMANCES.

Leon Gluckman played the title role
with great skill and with great :im:nrirr.
He showed us the cocky, surly, irascible
side of Liliom and conveyed with equal

at. My thoughts are clearer now, but perhaps

conviction the feelings of frustration and
rebelliousness, as well as the surges of
tenderness and joy, which he cannot put
into words. Mr. Gluckman is equipped
with an ample technique which | thought
he used judiciously and effectively. |
admired particularly the way in which
sach new situation brought with it a
new ::Ip-nci or new mood of Liliom, How
well Mr, Gluckman contrasted the boy-
ish, stubborn Liliom in heaven with the
pathetic, chastened Liliom back on
earth, Altogether this was a splendid
erformance.

Molly Seftel played Julie with sen-
sitivity and greal charm. Full marks for
maintaining simplicity without a trace
of coyness in the early love scene! Miss
Sefltel has an excellent voice, which she
used expressively throughout, nowhere
more tellingly I{IEI:I:I in the last scene,
after the lapse ol sixteen years, The
highlight of her performance was the
heartmoving moment when, her inarticu.

lateness released, she tells the dead Li-
liom of her love.

It is a sign of good production when
the members of the supporting cast
achieve distinction. This was so of “Li-
liom”. Madame Muskat (Maureen
Chanani), Marie (Noreen Sterling,
the Heavenly Magisirate (Michacl
Thompson ), L:-uim (Bell McCallum)
and the others were very well portrayed.

I was most impressed with the apt,
suggestive and economic sets designed
by Ronnie Philip. It remains a wonder
how he contrived to extend the bounds
of the [ittle stage at the Library Theatre.
His decor, complemented by Har
Ligolf's imaginative lighting, was mod-
ern in the extreme and yet completely
in harmony with the romantic mood of

ﬂlt}ljﬁlny.
e production by Cecil Williams was
characterised by a sensitive approach to
Molnar's stage people. In addition, Mr.
Williams has an excellent command of
pace-variations. There was an almost
impudent challenge in the slowness of
the concluding lines of the love scene
in the park, which contrasted with the
rapid pace of the earlier part of the
scene, How well, too, he E:ndled the
crowds and the incidents in the [air-
ground. o

I'am glad that the Regent Players gave
us this opportunity of seeing so in-
teresling a play so well performed,
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THE KNIGHTLIKE IKE

ON a while steed he came, clad in

shining armour. There were those
who were dismayed by his militery
mien, so his agents among the people
whispered to the troubled ones: "It
tekes a man skilled with the sword to
achieve peace, Who better can under-
stand peace than one unsurpassed in
waging war.” '

hus were some of the doubts over-
come. But there were still some doubt-
ers. To them the Great Knight made
proclamation: “1 will go to the field
of battle. 1 will learn what must be done
to oblain peace.”

The doubts and the doubters were

uelled. Hope arose in the bosom of
31= people. In one agonising moment
they made him their leader.

rue to his word, he visited the bat-
tlefield. Upon his return he proudly
disdained the proffer of peace talk by
another who said he desired peace.

To his side he called the wealthy and
the powerful, the holders of the purse
strings, and the captlains of industry.
Then, amidst much pomp and eircum-
stance, the Great Knight assumed the
leadership of the pcnp?c.

Nor did they have long to wail before
he showed them how simply he would
attack the problem of peace. It was a
simple solution: Attack!

First he rcleased for battle those dis-

Reprinted from "VET'S VOICE."

ciediled legions which had been pro-
tecled by the armada. The armada of
the sea and the armada of the air would
now aid these legions in batle,

Next he let his aﬁlcnu make known
the imminent despatch of additional ar-
madas of the troubled waters, to oaffler
additional aid and comlorl.

To the world he iﬂrucla.imed: “The

Armada no longer will guard the main-
land.”

This apparent paradox was nol mis-
understood. The chroniclers of the world
understood that these moves would serve
to make the island legions our allies in
battle,

To those whose dismay became ap-
purent the Great Knight despatched his
Minister of State. To all, the Minister
revealed the plan for peace.

It was simplicity itsell: No talk for
Peace, but a Sword, No talk, but in-
vieased assaults on the enemy, The foe
was to be harassed and assailed until
hi- wanted peace.

For some reason the virtue of this
“grand concepl” escaped mosl of the
people. To them it seemed simpler to
talk than fight.

To the entreaties of the (roubled peo-
ple of the world, the Great Knight turn-
ed a deafl ear. When they asked for the
lives of two condemned to die, he said
them nay. When they asked parleys for
peace, he said them nay.

Without humanity, wisdom or under-
standing, a Knight of Peace becomes a
mercenary of Mars.

But the silvered Sword will break
against the people’s passion for Peace.

ON THE ROAD TO PEACLLE

REI'HI:'.EH‘ITA'I"WFE of  lalian,

French and German ex-Service or-

anizations and war victims met in
gtutlgnrt on March 14 and 15, 1953,

Seventeen  delegates  came  [rom
France, 32 from Germany and six from
Italy, They represented organisations of
ex-Servicemen, war disabled, war wvic-
tims, resistance and partisan groups, and
political deportees.

These men, who had formerly fought
ngainst ecach other in the respective
armies of their countries, examined the

ave consequences that the Bonn and
E'xuria Treaties presented to their peo-
ples.

The ratification of these treaties
would lead to the creation of divisions
ir. West Germany which, under a Inl‘t:ig'n
command, wnuljh-r used against all who
wish to live in peace and who desire 10
maintain their full national indepen-
dence,

German Independence.

The “European Defence r.nmmuniti""
will destroy the control exercised by
Parliaments over the military forces
raised by their eountries and will place
them under the command of an outside
major power,

The Conference declared that the sov-
ereign independence of all peoples is the
surest guarantee of peace, and proclaim-

ed the vital need for ﬂpreuniun ol the
four great occupying Powers to con-
clude a Peace Treaty with a unified,
democratic  and  peaceful Germany,
whose independence and sovereignly
shall be specially assured.

That is why the ex-Service organi-
zations and war victims, indeed all men
and women who work tirelessly for
Peace, support the aspirations of the
German people for the unification of
their country.

Appeal to Bonn M.P.'s.

The rence demanded that the
members of all national parliaments con-
cerned refuse to ratify the Bonn and
Paris Treaties.

That demand was particularly ad-
dressed to the deputies of the Bonn
Parliament, appealing to them to be the
first to pronounce their opposition,
whilst emphasising their responsibility
towards the German people, the other
pegﬁir:s of Europe and towards Peace,

e conference decided Lo set up a
Permanent Committee of ex-Service men
and war viclims from the countries of
Western Europe.

Their task will be to bring about
and extend friendly relations between
all ex-Servicemen and war victims in
all countries, the indispensable condi-
tion for the maintenance of Peace.

_——
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TRUCE TALKS

TANGLE

THERE can ba very, very few people left nowadays who suffer from the illusion

that America is being fair and square with regard to the Truce talks at Pan
Mun Jom. Suffice only to say that a very good case indeed can be made out
against them from reports and newspaper articles which originated from con-
servative and right-wing sources only. For the purposa of this article | shall ignore

other sources entirely.

The history of the Truce talks, now
about 18 months old, is a hearthreaking
tale of evasion, procrastinalion and
downright dishonesty. It was only alter
terrific publior and U.N. pressure that
the Americans agreed to begin the talk=
ol all. The somewhat reasonable request
that hostilities should cease [irst was
contt mpluously rejected. The U.S, Gen-
cials, without even considering tha
other Uniteed Nations should be repre-
sented on the Truce team. went lo meet
the enemy looking for issues. -

RED HERRINGS

The first and rather smelly herring
dragged across the Confercnce table was
the issue of allowing newspapers free
access to the Talks, When Kﬁe North
Koreans objected on the grounds that
the presence of foreign correspondents
might jeopardise the Talks, the Ameri-
cans stormed out of the meeting and
declared that the “freedom of the Press”
would be maintained. Owing to the over-
strict censorship we never could under-
sland how such an unprecedented de-
mand came to be made in the [irst place.
It was not until months afterwards that
the American correspondents admitted
frankly that they themselves had never
irsisled on being present at the Talks,
having regarded such a request as being
unheard-of and impertinent.

The next break in the Armistice Talks
came over the site. Kaesong, declared
the U.S. team, was unsuitable. The Com-
munists agreed immediately on Pan
Mun Jom, but it was not until about two
months later that the Talks were re-
sumed.

“In most of the gatherings observed”
reported the New York Times (Novem-
ber 12, 1951) “the UN. truce team
has created the impression that it switch-
es its stand wherever the Communists
indicate they might go along with iL”
By the spring of 1952 the “U.N." team

a brand new issuc — prisoners-ol-
War.

As many people as there are left who
sympathise with the American cause,
there are even fewer who have cause Lo

criticise the American Army for being
soft with prisoners. A thought or Iwo
about Koje lsland with its torced lab-
vur of prisoners (in defiance of the
Geneva Lonvention) the shootings and
the beatings, will disillusion even these.
And yel, said the American Truce team.
all P.O.W.'s have been screened and

. the Communists must drop their demand

for the repatriation of all prisoners —

. only those who agree to return,

Let us look again at what the Geneva
Convention (lo which the U.S, is a
signalory) has to say on this subject.
Article 118 is specilic. “Prisoners of
War shall be released and repatriated
without delay after the cessation of
active hostilities.”

NO MAYEE'S

The U.S, spokesmen say this does not
oblige a caplor to send a prisoner where
he does not want to go. Yel of course
it does. Otherwise, surely, it would be
open to every caplor to disregard any
part of the Convenlion and claim that
the prisoner had agreed to it. As the
London Times points out, “Clause 118
is emphatically in the interests of the
prisoners Lthemsclves, Before we lightly
accepl the American assurance of the
infallability of their “screening™ meth-
ods Il us have a look at them.

At that slage, remember, Koje Camp
was actually in Communikt hands. “How
can there have been a proper enquiry
from each prisoner about his desire to
be repatrigted?” asked the Manchester
Guardian (May 28, 1952). And the

Times of the same dale had this to say.

“Unfortunately the chaos in the pri-
soner-of-war camps and the incompe-
tence of some of the American officers
in charge of them has inevitably thrown
doubt on the efficiency with which the
prisoners were ‘screened’ . . "

The American Republican magazine
Time was even more forthright. ™ :;
one officer on the Koje stalf can s
Korean or Chinese . . . we could have
Mao Tse Tung and Kin In Sen both in
the same compound and never know
it"” And yel, three months later, the

—

Americans were claiming that they had
completed an “objective survey of the
will of 100,000 prisoners.” Hercules
himseli would have retired gracefully be-
fore including this task among his

twelve,

TIME! GENTLEMEM.

At this stage, when everyone iz hearti-
ly sick and tired of the Korean mas-
socre; when not only European and
Asiatics but Americans too are cryin
out " for Peace, Vice-Admiral Jay an
his cronies can still talk with disgusting
hypocrisy, of “Communist obstinacy”.

If President Fisenhower and his con-
freres are determined to prolong the
War and to spread it, as is apparently
the case, it is for us, with equal deter-
mination, to demand an end to this use-
less slaughter.

We are watching both sides at the
Truce talks and we know who to blame

for every hour and every day-the Armis-
lice remains unsigned.

ANOTHER SAFEGUARD
GONE!

South Africa’s common law
states that a man is to be consider-
cd innocent until he has been prov-
ed guilty. But Minister Swart does
not like the common law ; he finds
in it loo many obstacles to his

lans [or repression and terrorism.
F‘[E therefore abolishes the century-
old rule which was laid down for
the protection of the citizen

against injustice.

The Government have created
fear and suspicion in the people,
and, using the defiance campai
as pretext, have prepu_reclp g:

round for the elimination of po-
itical opposition. This spells J}i:-
atorship.

Only the people can prevent this
disaster, This they can do by re-

[using to be frightened into silence
and submission.

 Let us fight against these laws
with all our strength. Let us raise
our voices high against Fascist dic-
tatorship. Courage and unity are
all we need to preserve our [ree-
dom. Let them not be wanting.

(Extracted [rom “Rule by Sjam-
bok™, copies of which are obtain-
able from the publishers, the De-
mocratic League, P.O, Box 4347,
Cape Town.)
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“HEARTBREAK

HOUSES”

The Group Areas Areas Act
asg it really is

THE late and unlamented Adoll Hitler

set the pattern for the mass re-
moval of populations, which the Nat-
ionalist Government has appropriately
laken over into ils Group Areas Acl
The theorists of the Nationulist Party
nave claimed that the Act will provide
for the painless shifting about of the
diffvrent races, Lo bring about just and
rqual areas for each.

Thut was the propagandists’ theory.
The practice has been dilfcrent. There
was the case ol the scheme for “group
areas” in Lydenburg, which provided
for the removal ol some sixteen Indian
families [rom their homes and slores
ini the village contre lo the edge of a
sewerage farm several miles away, there
o contemplale their navels and trade
with each other. while the local while
speculators, headed by the *ho-nprensie’,
teke over theiv stores eslablished in the
days of Kruger.

And now there is Johanneshurg, In
eesernee the scheme 1= Liltle diffierent —
only bigger, multiplying the numinrs of
lhe ¢vacuecs to lcns n% thousands, and
the scale of uprooting, hearthreak and
pauperising 1o the seale where it ceases
le be mere handship and beeomes geno-

cide.
: CHANGING SPOTS.

In our colour-bar ridden country.
with its nl::ulup-l:rl_lr' of power for Euro-
peans, il is almoest unneecessary to say
that scarcely any Europeans will be
moved. deprived of homes or livelihood
by the Johannesburg -cheme, Like all
ﬂp&rlhvi:i |l:gi&|ﬂﬂmi. Hn'}f are o benes
fit at the vxpense of the non-Europeans,
taking ever valuahble sites and businesscs
at “give-away  prices which must re-
sult from throwing thousands of such
propertics simullaneously on 1o un al-
ready overstocked market.

But that again is the theory; and the
theory only. In practice, fear is begin-
ning to creep into the hearls of cven
the sell-seeking European speculators, as
the prospects of social andppulitica] up-
heaval begin to loom large, il the at-
lerapt is really made to carry the scheme
out by all the force of Covernment.

The blows of the Group Arras Act, in
Jehannesburg as  clsewhere, will fall
heaviest on the Indian population --
hated by the Nationalists, for their stead-
fast opposition to fasei=m. and, in Nal.

wnalisl  eyes. ripe [or  extermination
since they twdl nputher in farms nw
runes, except in the British-owned sec-
tor of sugar furming, And on the Afri-
cans, [rom whose further impoverish-
menl and [urther degradation in the
towns the Nationalists hope 1w secure
lorger streams of cheap, docile agricul-
lural labour.

MOTICE TO QUIT.

The Indians of Johannesbore, mainl
concentrabed in o predominantly Indian
area around Fereirastown aud  Vredy
dorp are to be thrown out. Away oul
on the veld which surrounds Johannes-
burg, well to the west at Lenz, o
“tlownship" will be established for them.
Uutside of that arca they will be allowed
neither to live nor 1o trade, nor Lo own
properly. The prospects [or a communi-
ly such as this, accustomed almost cx-
clusively to trade and commerce since
their arrival in the Transvaal iz of a
creeping death Irom poverly. Or of mass
resistance Lo their removal,

'[rh‘l' ﬁ.fli{!ﬂﬂn‘ ﬂf _.l.ll]'lﬂﬂl'li':-l_:l'l_ll'g I_-i,'H'l'
no better. From Vrededorp they are
I evacuated to oulside the “len-mile
limit” in the vicinity of Orlande. From
thir whole of the Weslern Areas — So-
phiatown, Martindale, Newclare and
Western Native Township they are to he
[oreibly removed to the same barren
sirip= of wveld, either in terms of Lhe
City Council's scheme for Group Arcas.
or in terms of the “removal of black-
spots” scheme. The difference to the
Eeup]ﬁ of which acheme they form the

uman raltle i negligible,

Into the Alrican areas — Western
arcas — will come mainly Enropeans:
and to a lesser extent Coloureds, [orei-
bly evieled [rom all the valuable in-
dustrial areas they now vccupy in Vre-
dedorp, City and Suburban. Doornfon-
hein, Furds- urg and Jeppe.

(0 <o the theory has il. For with Jo-
hannesburg's present housing position
soine 11,000 peopl: squatting  in
cardboard and hessian shantics in muni-
eipal slums like Moroka, and with a fur-
ther 15,000 wn municipal waiting list-
for houses — it is unlikely that either
Afrirans or Coloureds will i: enticed to
accepl docilely and to be herded where
the masters order. For them too, the al-
ternative. and one which already they

are saying they will lake, iz mass re-
gistance,

CITY FATHERS?

It should uot go withoul mention that
both the Group Areas scheme, and its
predecessor, the Weslepn Areas Hemoval
Scheme, have been dralted and aceepted
by a City Council which has an over-
whelming United Parly majority. In
typical mealy-mouthed Iashion, the par-
ly pundils have tried to shelter them-
s¢lves from public anger, and from the
opposition of a smull bul vourageous
group of opponcnls in their own parly
ciucus, by blaming he Nationalist Gov-
cinment, “If we hadn't dopne iy the
(iovernment would have acted over our
heads.”” So runs this uj'inaing dofemie.

Typical too of these latler-day saints
whu express so boldly their “conlidenre”
uned their “trust” that neither the Gov.
veamenl nor the Couneil will act save
in the most just and humanilarian man-
uuer, Lhat at the last moment their cour-
age failed them. In an eleventh hour
amendment, dressed up in all the demo-
cratic trimmings they could muster, the
City Council “revised” the scheme to
allow Indians to stay in their present
areas under licence —— that is wnder
permancnt threal of eviction without no-
tice. Even this august body of big busi-
nessmen is not <o dull witted as lo
magine that this “concession” of life
vader the sword of Damoeles will v
reurage danyone lo accept the scheme, or
lake the protestations of good intent at
foce value. Judged by past action,
neither the promises nor the pledzes of
Covernment or Council heneflicence to.
ward Indian traders will cut much jee
with the Todian community, They have
heen hitten oo oflen. '

PERSPECTIVES.

Alrcady there i= opening up a cam-
paign for the prescevation of the rights
ol people 10 live ynimelested by polier
and politivians in the areas they have
always oveupied, In Johannesburg, the
Indian and African Congresses are be-
ginning a campaign against any mass
evacuations on the Hitler model. Euro-
pean demacrats, slower to move. are
none-lle-less moving in the same diree-
tion. There is now an outstanding chance
for bluck-white wnity in action against
the Nationalist Government, and itz
allies in the United Party City Couneil.

That unity. il il can be achieved, will
be a pattern for all South Africa to fol-
low. and sct on foot a really united de-
mocratic alliance to end the Nationalisl
drive aleng the Hitler road to the ex-
termination of subject races,
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]T is probably true to say that the more

insecure a nation feels, the more poli-
tical parties are born in it. In lerael, for
example, an electorale of less than a
million had a choice at its last election
of no fewer than 17 parties. Here in
South Alrica we are [eeling very in-
secure indeed. The emergence of the
Liberal and the Federal partics brings
our total lo 5 for an electorate of jusl
over a million. It is indicative of the
tension and confusion which an unset-
tled international situation in addition
to five years of Malanazism can bring.

In this siluation it would be wise to
recall what Mrs. Margaret Ballinger once
said. “All South f[ri{'.zr.n politics are
native alffairs.” So they are. Heaton
Nicholls should remember that when he
talks of the failure of the Union. What
Union, in all truth, has there been?
Unity of a handiul of Whites for the
purpose of cxploiting to the [ull the
vast natural resources represented by
16 million non-Europeans. disagree-
ment that has existed among the poli-
ticians has been largely over how besl
te lap Lhese resources and this [inal
break is virlually over the same ques-
tion. No party, with the belated excep-
tion ol the fihﬂrﬂls_. has yet put for-
ward a plea for more Native representa-
tion; not Mr. Nicholls nor Mr. Stravss,
nor Mr. Strydom has ever suggested
partnership instead of baasskap for the

Non-Whites. Naturally the Party with
the best chances for iﬂﬂaﬂkﬂp will lose
the “unity” with its not se fortunate
partners. Al other differences between
the Nichollsites and Strydomites are
superficial and {limsy.

& 1 # #*

QUR SHIFTY COUNCILLORS.

Have you ever slopped Lo consider the
rumber of national and local appeal:
that are going the rounds? Offhand |
can think of Flood Relief, SANTA (re-
cently ended), Polio Research, Queens-
haven, Tornado Disaster —— all worthy
cuuses. Others not quile so pressing like
Westminster Abbey Fund. 1f you live in
Johannesburg you must have been con-
fvonted by some or all of these appeals.
Also, if you are from Joh'burg you must
b aware that the City Council is pro-

posing to spend something like £10 mil-

lion of our money to shilt some thou-
sands of African workers and their fami-
lies a distance ol about 10 miles!

Pul like that the avorage Joh'burg:r
will shake his head in dismay and be-
wilderment, I'm as dismayed and bewil-
dered as you, With £10 million we could
satisfy all the present appeals and a good
dozen more besides, V-J,-: Messrs, Gor-
don and Page would rather squander
that money or at least a good part of it
on moving African families from one
spot to another, At the rate the Cily is
growing they will have to be moved
again in a few years' time.

For God's sake, let’s kick Gordon and
Page out before then!

LO AND WITHHOLD!

The lime is fast approaching when
self-respecting musicians and sportsmen
fvom overseas will think twice belore
accepling onr invitation 1o visil South
Africa. !?'wu such people, a pianist and
a boxer, both prominent in their ficld:.
have been refused entrance visas to the
Union, although after a public oulery
the pianist was admitied, The Depari-
ment of the Interior under Donges.
which has been so busily stepping
over the civil rights of the people Wiﬁ
vel succeed in turning our country inlo
an international parich which all civil-
ized people will shun.

¥ ZWJAW ¥

PEACE AND PLENTY

PROF. FREDERIC JOLIOT-CURIE.

E all recognise that economic prob-
lems play a fundamental role in
international politics.

I would like to mention jus! onc as-
pect of these problems which seems to
me important and which especially con-
cerns sources of raw materials.

At the present rate of growth of
American  production, whjti should
double itself every 25 yrars, and in a
world remaining split into bloes withoul
sconomic relations between them, the
United States could only with great dif-
[iculty procure the necessary raw male-
rials otherwise than by totally depriv-
ing all its allies.

or example, in the case of oil, rub-
her, iren, zinc and manganese ore it has
ubsorbed up to now more than half the
world's production though it has less
than 10%: of Lhe total population of the
industrialised countries,

In the case of uranium ore, in which
lhe territory of the Uniled States is very
deficient, il is almos! the whole produc:
tion of the Belgicn Congo and of Cana-
da that is being used and stockpiled on
the territory of the 1U.S5.A.

This fac .-t|!mt|iﬂ!1lr= the main aim of
the Baruch plan lor the abolition and
control of atomic weapons. This plan
foresces the transfer of all atomic ati-
vily to an international authority under
the aegis of the United Nations. This
international authority would thus be
the owner of all the uranium deposits
and atomic energy installations in the
world. Such a plan, if accepted, would
result in giving to the United States, by
the well-known operation of automatic
majorilies, a veritable monopoly of ato-
mie aclivities,

It may be highly praiseworthy to want
to douhle production every 25 years, bui
it musi nol he done by crealing poverty
in other countries of the world and it

'must not be done at the cost of war.

which is the Ingical end of this policy of
crusade.

The truth is that by taking the crush-
ing load of armaments off the back of
the human race. lurning the application
of scienee to more peaceful ends, accept-
ing the eo-cxislence of different systems
and the trade relations between them
that this allows, the production of useful
wealth could casily be doubled in 25
vears, not only'in the United States hut
in every country of the world!
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THE FUTURE OF . . . .

FREE TRADE UNIONS

"THE Government will not interfere with the trade unions" is the statement

made

by Mr, B, Schoeman, Minister of Labour, when making public state-

ments anent the policy of the Nationalist Government towards the trade union
movement in South Africa, How this utterance can be reconciled with hard facts,
defies description, for if ever there was a government that interfered with the

trade unions, it is the present one in office in our cou
Garment Workers' Union, going as far as to ap

. |15 treatment of the

point a mission in support

of discredited anti-trade union elements in order to further the attempt to split
and smash the Garment Workers' Union, its removal of duly elected trade union

officials from their posts under the Su

sion of Communism Act, its constant

threat of further spiitting the trade unions on racial lines, are just a few of the
steps which have detrimentally affecicd the whole of the trade union meovement

in South Africa.

Of course there are so-called “respon-
sible™ trade union leaders who, to cur-
ry favour with this reactionary govern-
ment -— jusl as there were so-
trade union leaders who were prepared
to take orders and support fascist gov-
vrnments  in Europe — will go the
whole hog in trying o prove
their support  of the Government
policy-provided il does not touch their
skins, Such are the leaders who wel-
comed action against “communists”
when the naming process was first start-
#d, and who have invited Mr. Schoeman
lo open Irade union conferences,

But their sycophancy is of ne avail;
for the Government — out to entrench
itself in the body politic of South Af-
rica — is « trrmined to make minee-
meat of the trade unions, and then
mould thom into nationalist “fricade).
lee” with “pure” leaders of lilywhile
organisations.

n the coming Session of Parliamen!
legislation will be introduced that will
further the onslanght on the trade union
movemenl in two directions, Under the
guise of “protecting white workers™ steps
will b taken, that may in the not dis-
tant future prove to be the very means
by which the white workers’ conditions
will be rapidly undermined and driven
down to a lower status.

What are the pr of the Gov-
ernment for the coming session ?

AFRICAN TRADE UNIONS.

Mr. Schoeman is to introduce, with
Cabinet consent of course, a Bill for the
regulation of Native Labour relations—
a grandiloquent title that is nothing less
than a further enslavement of the Aflri-
can workers, and will not help one jot to
imprnw labour relations or raise iﬁl‘lﬁ
siandards of the African workers.

The main principles of the Bill centre
in a Board to be appointed by the Min-
ister from government official: with
probably one kosher “trade unionist”

and one employers’ representative. It will
deal with all dispuies affecting African
workers which are referred Lo it. The
edict of this Board will be final and
binding and there will be no right of
appeal against any decisions taken by
this Board. Regional Boards will fune-
tion in a similar munncr and 1o *safe-
guard™ the interests of African workers,
white inspectors will be appointed to
keep an eye on their conditions.

All wages and conditions of African
workers that have hitherto been in-
cluded in industrial agreements, will no
longer be permitted to be so included.
but must be referred 1o the Board for
its findings, and it is quile possible thal
we may have the position of wages being
fixed for the same occupation at a lower
scale for African workers than for other
races of workers in South Africa. In
this Bill there is a clause making ille-
gal the existence of a co-ordinating
hady for African trade unions, and im-
posing so many restrietions on the or-

anisation of African workers as to stifle
ﬁlu existing trade unions, Once again the
Bill lays ﬁuwn heavy penalties with a
line of £500 and 5 years' imprisonment
for Africans who go on strike — and
just remember this — an African will
not be permilted to strike under anv
circumslances, except on pain of the
penalties which face him for this action.

When this Bill was first mooted, it so
offended the right wing trade unions,
that they responded by asking the Min-
ister of Labour that, instead of his Con-
coction labelled Native Labour Relations
Regulations, he grants the Africans sepa-
rate vecognition under the Industrial
Conciliation Act, What a hope they have
got from such a Minister in such a Gov-
ernmenl.

ATTACK ON ALL.
Concomitant with the attack on Af-
rican Irade unions will be the Bill to

separate existing registered trade unions
into racial organisations of Europeans,
Coloured, and Heaven knows what else.
For many decades a number of trade
unions have by experience learned that
even in a racially prejudiced country
like South Africa it was beneficial for
workers of all races to eombine and unite
into one organisation in defence of their
vcommon interests. Many old established
trade unions have thus organised Colour-
ed and Indian workers logether with
their white lellow workers into powerful
trade unions with a great deal of success
to all concerned.

When the Industrial Legislation Com.
mission issued ils report, it contained a
recommendation (with a minority of the
commission voting against) that such
“mixed” trade unions be forcibly se
rated by legislation, notwithstanding the
fect that almost the whole of the evi-
dence lendered by both employers and
workers organisations pointedly ohject-
ed to such a course. But blessed
with a voting majority Mr., Schoeman
is now out to implement this proposal
and enact it into law, so that the pattern
of many trade unions in South Afriea
is gnins: in the very near future to be
changed, unless the workers concerned
are determined enough to prevent such
steps being taken. When such legislation
is taken it will be done in defiance of
the wishes of the entire trade union
movement that iz concerned with “mix-
ed” membership and it includes some of
the most conservative trade unions in

South Africa. .

‘h?‘ recently a public statement
signed by representatives of the S.A.
Federation Trade Unions, the S.A.
Trades and Labour Council, the Western
Province Federation of Trade Unions,
and Joint Mechanics Executive [Engin-
eering Unions ﬂrﬂ.r?hcundumn these
lpr-npnlﬂll and ask e Government to
eave the trade union movement alone
to work out its own way of organisation,
But in line with "no interference” with
the Trade Unions, the Minister of Lab-
our is going to lay down the lihe of
how the rnment wants the trade
unions to be organised, and if carried
out we are going to see the smash-up of
some of the best erganised frade unions
in South Africa.

The pattern of “trade Union™ organi-
=alion will then be separate kraals for
White, coloured, Indians, and as for the
Alricans, no kraals at all — they must
wander around in the wilderness, Thal
is the Trade Union picture that is on
the order of the day. One can imagine
what will cl'l:ﬂ]:rm to the workers' condi-

{ nued on next page.)
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IF THIS BE PROGRESS . . .

ONE of the most interesting things about the formation of the two new political
parties in South Africa is the reception they have been given in the Press.

Of the two, the Liberal Pa

has been accorded the warmer welcome, Even

the MNaticnalist Press has referred to it as a “logical dwalqbﬁrnnni‘. The Nation-

alist reazoning is obvious: It sees White South Africans div

ed ultimately only

on the colour issue — that is, a handful of ineffectual "liberals" on the one side,
with the rest of White South Africans on the other, under the leadership of the

Mationalist Party.

For the Nationalists, this is the ideal
political division, hecause they do not
anlicipate that any colour pelicy, other
than apartheid, will have the slightest
chance of success. They anticipate the
perpetual success of White “baasskap”.

o much for the Nationalists’ attitude.
It is easy to understand. But what about
the attitude of the United Party leaders
and their mighty Press? This is whal
is really interesting.

The United Party, as such, naturally
deplores the formation of both new par-
ties. It cannot imagine why anyone
should be dissatisfied with its ewn poli-
cies and behaviour,

But its Press has taken up a elightly
more cunning attitude. Firstly, examine
its eriticism of the Federal Party.

There is not the slightest doubt that
the Federal Party is trying, in a differ-
ent way, to do what the United Party
tried to do so unsuccessfully during the
five years of Nationalist rule: E\rni-a a
widespread Jaﬂlil:'ll' that takes in every-
one opposed to the MNationalists, whai-
ever their real differences of opinion
may be.

For instance, the doctrine that the
Federal Party is hawking around is
federalism. This means a complete
change in the present constitutional sys-
tem., But the strength of the Federal
Party lies in the Natal Torch Commando
— and the first aim of the Torch Com-
mando is lo uphold the present consii-
tutional system. So the Federal Party
announces that it intends to promete
federalism within the framework of the
Union. This is better tightrope walking
than the United Parly ever managed,
and it is no beginner,

The Federal Party bases its appeal on
two main policies: federalism and a
elightly more advanced colour Ennliu}-
compared with the United Party's in-
definable programme. Of these two
policies, the only one which could give
the new party a basis on which to build
with some hope of progress is the colour
prnlit:{u; the federal side of the scheme is
just fatuous. But I am prepared to pre-
dict that, of the two main policies alpllilcu

federal party, the one that is going to be
abandoned [irst will be the so-called pro-
gressive colour policy.

The Federal Parly wants Natal to
govern itself; therefore the non-Euro-
peans of Natal should be represented

. oni that governing council. But has the

new party suggested that the Indians of
Natal should given a place in the
Government of Natal? No, they have
generously offered them group represen-
tation in the I'nion Parliament, the
Union from which they want te bre
away,

The more one examines the Federal
Party programme, the more jumbled it
appears. |t has been widened to bring in
every possible recruit, with the result
that its programme of principles—which
is added to and subtracted from daily
— is now quite as amorphous and inex-
plicable as the United Party's,

It will be a great day on which the
Federal Parly announces its policy in de-
tail, particularly its non-European pro-
gramme,

Most of the eriticisms that have been
made of the Federal Party by the Unit-
ed Party Press have been fairly sound.
This Press is in a position to be fairl
nh]'bf:cliw: ahout the Federal Party, whh-i:
is busy undermining the U.P. in Natal.
and seriously so.

LIBERAL PARTY WELCOMED.

The United Party Press have wel
comed the new Liberal Party because
they see in it {a) no potential rival
(like the Nats., they believe it is doom-
ed to be small and ineffectual), and
(b} an extremely useful safety wvalve,

From now on, the Press argues, the
Liberal Party will bpar the brunt of the
Nationalists’ anti-liberal campaign. The
United Party has suffered it so far. Now
the United Party will be able to argue
that it is “purged” of all liberalism, and
this will deprive the Nationalists of one
of their main weapons, At least, this is
the reasoning that goes on in the edito-
rial columns of the erratic United Party

Press,
Is there any function that the Liberal
Party can perform except that of "safety

valve" for the United Party? It seems
very doubtful. The Liberal Party, in fram-
ing its non-European policy, has not
conceded what the situation demands
— full franchise rights — bu! has allow-
ed merely certain curtailed rights that
it is prepared to concede,

The Liberal Party's programme means
that a handful of fortunate non-Euro-
peans will eventually share the common
vole with their White fellow-citizens, bu
there will never be enough of them 10
make any difference to the system of a
White-dominated Parliament. How far,
then, does the Liberal Party take South
Africa? Only a litle further than the
United Party takes it.

In spite of the formation of the two
new parfies, the situation in the Union
remains largely unchanged. There is a
lot of manoeuvering wTig'hin the field of
White politics, but there is little increas-
ed progressive thinking on the biggest
issue in the country: the rights of the
non-Europeans. That is why the non-Euro-
peans have shown little excitement over
the formation of either the Federal Party
or the Liberal Party,

|Cantinued from previous page.)

lions when the labour market gets a

little less stringent and there is no full

employment. By being able to deal with

:Sgaralu organisalions one can imagine
at a harvest will be reaped at the ex-

ET‘IEI: of the working people of South
rica.

So inviting Mr, Schoeman to o
trade union conferences and rushing like
blazes to lend him support for attacks
on militant trade unionists has not help-
ed the “respectable™ trade union leaders
very much. The results have been as
predicted — the trade union movement
as a democratic structure of workers'
rights and as a base of workers' unity
must be destroyed.

The time is still not too late for work-
ers to realise that they must unite their
efforts in defence of their own existing
trade union rights and for the extension
of trade union rights to all workers in
South Africa irrespective of race or col-
our. Otherwise the same thing as is hap-
pening on the pnﬂﬁuf'ﬁhﬂu — ‘|‘EI
gradual ﬁhm:go away democratic
rights so that Mat. Government can
be entrenched — will be pursued on
the trade union field. Only uni'y and
action in defence of trade union rights
can stop the rot.
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PASSPORT PSYCHOSIS

WHEN the Government first startéd

with passports. their aclions were
understandable, ii hardlv admirable.
Their object aL that time semed to be
o prevent prominent South Alrican de
mocrals from addressing bodies like the
tnited Nations. Thus Dr. Dadoo’s pass-
port was confiscated when h: wished
to attend the UNO debate on South
Africa's anti-Indian legislation.

Apparently the discovery of this
power which he held over ordinary citi-
zens of South Alrica weat to Dr. Don-
F'I bead. He decided that the relusal
of was to become a regulur
instrument of Government policy. For
the last few years he has been using this
instrument in & manner which defies
rational explanation.

Let us assume in Dr, Donges's favour
that some harm might befall the State if
a man who was once a Communist were
:‘rd a week-end in Lourenco Mar-

But what are we to say of the
refusal of rts to a South African
Indian soccer team who wanted to tour
India, and to a group of coloured per-
formers who wanted to put on *Coon
Carnivals™ in Britain and America. Per-
haps Dr. Donges thought that the Indian
foothallers not heard that India was
i t, and did not want them to
find out. Perhaps he did not want the
“coons” to discover that Western Civill-
sation can exist without duplicate en.
trances 1o rafwav stations. Perhaps he
did not want the people of Indie, Britain
and Americe to see that our Non-Euro-

pean peoples are not g species of orang- -

oulang.

Whatever may be the Government’s
ostensible resson for these astonishing
decisions, there can be linle doubt that
they are manifeatations of a completelv
irrational asoect of the Natlonalist's
psychology. When a Nationalist sees o
von-European showing any signs of
good fortune, ritv or independen.
¢e, he is seized by a blind urge to pint
that Non-European in his nlace—to show
him as forcibly as possible that he is
stifl the white man’s inferior. It in this
urge that makes hooligans assault Non-
Europeans wham thev conslder to be 100
well dressed. It s the same urew, toned
down and sublimated which makes ofF-
ciels put every poasible obstacle in the
way of anvy Non-Enrapean who wanis
to Ao anvthing out of the ordingry. Does
2 "kafi’’ or a ‘coolie’ want 1n go to &
university, become a skilled artisan,

travel overseas or buwild himsel! 2 good
house in a pleasant neighbourhood? If
he does, be must be stopped. That is
the instinctive reaction of the Nation-
alist official mind. No judice to
white interests need be Emﬂm:ﬂ.
Iu is sufficient that an untouchable is
ig}ﬂuming to rise above his station in
L.

S0 decp-seatled and irrational i this
desire 1o cxpress mere hatred for the
Non-European that it must be satisfied
even sl the expense of more calculating
Government policy. One of the purposes
served hr the manipulation of ris
is to intimidate people and dm:;r
them {rom political activity, How often

one bears m well.meaning European
libergl say “I'd like to join you, or al:
tend your neluin; ni_r sign your petition,
Duled’'m ying for s passport nexi
month m?? qut wani to do enything
rash at the moment.” By refusing pass-
porta to Non-Europeans whether they
are sctive in politics or not, the Govern-
menl is throw away this potent
mnl.N > of iuii.uipl:'im an far a» I:dt
on- .urn?m.n poputalion is concerned.
No Non-European will stay away from a
meeting {or the sake of his passport if
he knows that the colour of iil akin is
sufficient reason for a refusal.

Like so many other aspects of MNalion-
alist policy, the Nationalists' handling
of the passport question has all the ele-
ments of [arce, were it not for the fact
that the erdinary people of this country
are the sufferers from i

“ Their answer broke the whole rﬁ my heart

Dear Sir,
Sm'et.l.r]r.

I am ".HI. wondering where are you from, after such a long time.

[ thought they
last letter [ got it in 1949.
But this year. On the 3rd

answer [s this

In reply to your letter dated the 3rd March, 1953, I have to advise
ou that non-Europeans are not accepted for service in the S.A. Permanent
orce, but if you so wish you can apply to the Inspector-in-charge, Auxi-

liary Servire, Voortrekkerhoogte for employment in the Banwu Lahour

Service,

ave killed you, you are no more in the world again. Your

i‘l u-{f T am still at S. & B. Store Night Waich.
arch 1 wrote to to the Office of the War
Records, So that | can be back o the Service again, bul their answer
broke the whole of my heart [ don't undrratand what kind of service. Their

1 can be glad if you can explain to me what is Auxiliary Service.

1 am still your member even the money [ will send it bul now Dear
Sir the 15th May | had an accident my wile got a birth of twins a

a girl. The bahies past away the very same

boy and
. My wife was alone. She

send one man to call a Nurse, a nurse refused to come out for this whole
month she was going for clinic. At the last time the nurse refused to come.

So the children got tired and
L4 past 12 the last 1 o'clock.

st away. It was at nigh
en | came from the work in the moming
| found everything hopeless even so Cod

t. The first twin is

helped very much even my wile

she cannot be still glife because she was alome unhmhﬂp:d her. The nurse

came oOn

Saturday at 7 o'clock.

I am in new Location (5

rooms for £2 10s. 2 month). She found that the children are dead. She
never report to the (Mfice. 1 went to the Office to get the Burial Order.
[ found that nothing was reported. I went up and down locking for that

nurse at last | found her she gave me some

papers. The Rev. of the C. Mis-

sion refused becaune nobody signed the papers. 1 came hark again at last

[ got the permissions. The

paper was signed on Monday. The case would

have gone to the Doctors as it was said on Saturday at the Difice, Now |
don't know what had happened. On Monday we went to the Office nothing
was said they just spoke with the nuree and we came back again.

Thanks very much.

Your servant.

STMON.



RGHTING TALK

IS
——

Dear Sir,

I have been a member of the Legion
for many years, but am now resident in
England and feel that no useful purpose
ia served by my remaining & Legion
member. Will you therefore kindly ac-
cept my resignation?

In these troubled times in South Al
rica there are very great tasks to be un-

dertaken in the stru for demo-
t':::linm o ent. '.'l'h-:E %ﬂginn has al-
ways in the forefront of this

struggle and [ have always been proud
to be 8 member. Let me wish you every
success in your efforts. I am enclosing
a postal IJI‘IIIH' for £1 1s. I should like to
give more, but funds are very short here.

Yours ete., :
: R. KITAL
Cambridge, England. -

L . - "

Dear Sir,

I cannot help writing a brief com-
ment on the tion results. You may
not say so yourselves, but I will say il

for you: “We told you so!” It is quite
remarkable: how an analysis of the re-
sults pmsm the wisdom [:i the :’nu!rnis
ou gave country in last s -
prhlnlfn"'ﬂﬂﬁu-n Etaﬁgns", Inﬁinhp;:u
gaid that at all costs the Nats. had to bhe
got out BEFORE the delimitation com-
mission was appointed. I believe we
might well have scraped home, had it
not been for the recommendations of the
Delimitation Commission, which acci-
dentally or not, loaded the dice against
us. .

I you will give readers a
ﬂmh‘z;ednil of wilnt mny expect
in the coming months and a clear state-
ment of what must be done to save
South Africa.

Yours etc.,

Palmyra fioad, Newlands,

F. R. ROUX.

Dear Sir,

If you look al the cheques paid in in
Lh.rc{:yau will find 1 have already paid
my subscription.

What a blow the Nate, getting in
again! I wonder how s=oon will
start closing down the Springbok Le-
gion and any other democratic or-
ganisations? It is a pily, I think, that

an open-minded democratic institution |
such as the S.L., should take on quite a |
religious fervour of belief in Stalin, ete.,

as 13 apparent in “Fighting Talk” . . .
I know . . . I do feel that a more un-
hiassed attitude to world affairs would
be better and be more convincing to
intelligent readers of “Fighting T

I do not enjoy criticising “Fighting
Talk™ at this juncture, when to appear
communistic is a punishable offence. I
hm sure you will see my point of view,

Yours ete.,

FANIA POCOCK.
Main Road, Muizenberg.
(This letter has been abridged. —Ed. )

Dear Friend,

It was nice to hear from you again,
even though your letters always bristle
with a score of subjects that would re-
quire volumes to discuss exhaustively,

You refer in general terms to a
“more unbiassed attitude to world af-
fairs.” Can anyone be credited toda
with having an “unbiassed attitude?”
Do the Americans credit Churchill with
an unhiassed attitude, when he calls for
a meeting of the Big Three? The US.
accuses him of ‘appeasing the Commu-
nists’. Did you think unhiassed
when he attacked certain sections in the
U.S.A. and said that they did not want
peace? Perhaps you would reply, “Ah
yes! but Churchill and Attlee also slate
the Russians.” And yet, Churchill even
rejected the 1S, claim that the Russians
were responsible for the war in Laos, He
said in effect that we must not be so
foolish as to blame Russia for all natur.
al, inevitable nationalist-li move-
ments. (He didn't mention in that con-
text Malaya and Kenya!)

But still, where do these differences
of opinion leave you and me in rela-
tion to the present sitmation in South
Africa? United, I believe, on the neces-
ity of getting rid of the Nationalist
Government: united, too, on the funda-

mental principles which we believe. gb-

solutely essentia] for the achievement
and maintenance of democratic govern-
ment in South Africa. To my way of
thinking, we have in common all that
is necessary to ensure that we make a

worthwhile contribution to the continu.

ing struggle.
- Yours eic.,
EDITOR.
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