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POPULAR allegory has it that Sam Goldwyn was the aut
of the classic phrase of opportunism:
“Those are my principles; but if you don’t like
them I've got others.”

Now that the election resulls are out, now that no one
can any longer claim that eriticism must be hushed for fear
of endangering the election outcome, it must be said that
this aphorism should be writ large across the history of the
United Party’s decline and fall.

The United Party has had its principles, and through
those principles it has managed to build up a following in
the country amongst the opponents of everything for which
the Nats. -stand. But unfortunately when the party pundits
decided that the voters wouldn't like those principles — well
they had others,

It was a slippery slope on which they embarked, Once
the abandonment of principle had been justified on a single
1issue because it would help to win the next election,” the
party began to slide headlong to defeat. Votecatching he-
came not the end result of a policy of prineipled opposition
tn the Nationalists, but an end in itself] justifying every un-
principled action, every betrayal, every reaction. The election
«results dealt out a heavy and resounding lesson in the fruits
of opportunism.

lhose who pinned their faith and hope on a United
Party victory are disillusioned ; some are defeated and with-
out heart for [uture struggle; some are wondering what went

wrong with the careful, calculated policies of the past; and

many are trying to draw from the failures of the past lessons
for suceessful action in the future. It iz time that lessons be
learnt.

The elections have proved that defeating the National-
ists is not only a matter of organisation, of canvassers, of
poster drives, of cars and printed matter. For in this election,
the United Party organization was better than ever before,
due to the EigtE'rIl'IJrl'lEEdﬂE‘Eei of the Torch Commando cffort.
Yet organisation failed to win victory. Somewhere policy
was Iacﬁn %'

The elections havé proved that the Nationalists cannot
be beaten by attempts to outdo them in reaction, to outhid
them in prejudice. For never before have the Nalionalists
faced an opposition which had zone so far to woo the most
backward plattelander as did the United Party in its sup-
port for the Martial Law Act, the Criminal Law Amend-
ment Act, and in its proposal for hanging the upholders of
dangerous “Communist” ideas, All that was achieved was
the fﬂ]ﬂt?l’iﬂg of reactionary pelicies and outlooks amongst
the voters, and the entrenching of popular conviction that
the Nationalists are best fitted to carry out such policies.

The election has proved that the refusal to recognise

RD

mocratic movement as an ally and a

&{; he N Egﬁé*
T e Non-]
E erlid gele for democracy, dooms that struggle

uropeans to defeat. No expense was spared
J'Jj-’ the Eurﬂ].‘rr*m] opposilion o condemn, 'l.-'jlif]r' and alienate
the Non-European opposition to fascism, to leave the issue
one between while men, with both sides hostile to those de-
prived of the right to take part.

It was a classic essay in opportunism this; a classic,
copybook attempt to subordinate principles to what appeared
expedient and popular and to determine policy by popular
prejudice. And in classic manner, it failed, inevitably, as
we have repeatedly warned in these columns that it would.

Could anything have succeeded against the rizing tide
of popular reaction? Only a seer or a clairvoyant can say
what would have been if EI{S[CII‘}" had taken a different turn.

But one thing is certain. Had the United Party led an
opposition based on the unswerving democratic principles, on
nc appeasement of Nationalist reaction, on the widest possi-
ble co-operation between all sections and all colours for the
defeat of fascism, we would not be where we are today, The
election might =till have been lost. But South Africa would
have been the richer by the existence of a forceful, united
movement of the people, ready still to go forward in the battle
for progreas, in the fight to defeat the new and more choking
Nationalist tyrannies that are to come.

Instead we have nuthing — neither unily nor organisa-
tion; neither confidence nor perspective for the future, On
all sides is starting the process utt dizintegration of the de-
mocratic movement, the splits, breakaway and relirements
from the battle which are the heritage of the opportunism
of the past.

TEE" rot can be stopped. But only on a new hasis. Only
by men of principle 1.3]?1::: put their democratic conviclions
above temporary expediency. Only by a firm undeviating
course of principled oppozition to every measure of National-
ist reaction against the people black or white. Only by a
sincere, uncompromizing determination to ally the two main
streams of European and Non-European democratic move-
n}m]l]s together in a fight for the future wellbeing and liberty
ol all.

It is to this future that the Springbok Legion dedicates
itself, It is for this future that we will work. History has
vindicated the essential correctness of the F]l_‘llji.‘iEE we have
advocated in the pasl, of the path we have taken despite all
attacks and eriticisms levelled against wa. We have earned
our right to speak for South African democrats.

We speak to you now. We call on you to join usz in our
organisation and in our work to rally South Africans of all
races once again in the struggle for democracy, in the going

forward together to the defeat of the Nationalists,
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THE CRIPPLING DOLLAR

ME does not need to peer deeply into Western Europe's economy to see that
it is resting more precariously than ever before on the shaky foundations of

American dollars.

And one does not need any expert knowledge to perceive that the whole
system of subsidising Western Europe with dollars cannot last indefinitely. This
system is throwing up a host of contradictions and antagenisms that become

more acute every year, until even
pelled,
with the

American  domination of Weslern
Europe has led to apathy and stagnation
in various aspects of life; there is wide-
spread listlessness and defeatism; bul
at the same time there iz a strong and
growing body of opinion that is demand-
ing the traditional rights of national in-
dependence and self-determination. John
Foster Dulles may have had some suc-
cess in hiz recent “round Europe™ trip,
wielding the big stick, but it should not
be forgotten that there has also been a
vigorous ‘Sack Ridgway’ campaign®.

STRONG RESISTAMCE

The American dictators have had con-
siderable success in making the govern-
ments of Western Europe obey their
commands, but they have not stifled the
free expression of ée will of the people.
Often they have encountered strong re-
sistance lo their policies, and on other
occasions they have been forced to re-
treat or temporarily postpone their
plans.

One of the most encowraging signs in
kurope today is the resistance that the
German people are making to American
plans to rearm them, It is clear to every
Grerman that ‘America expects him to be
a front-line troop again in any possible
third World War. But many Germans

merican overlords.

BRITISH LEGIOMN
CONFERENCE.

*This Conference, pledged to
perpetuate the memory of the com-
rades in arms who died in two
world wars, views with grave con-
cern new zignz of German terri-
torial claims, and therefore calls
upon the National Executive
Council to approach the Govern-
ment, to urge them to ensure that
never again shall German and
Japanese arms menace the princi-
ples of justice and freedom for
which our Nation has sacrificed

it sons.” |

e
——

the submissive puppet governments are com-
the sheer force of popular opinion, to register some kind of protest

are determined that this will not happen.

The oppozition to the contractual
agreements — the agreements whereby
Germany was to be rearmed, in spite of
American protests to the contrary over
the past few years — was so strong that
it forced a postponement of the war
plans. The derman Chancellor, Aden-
auer, was besieged with protests from all
parts of the country, and the debate on
the agreementz in the German Parlia-
ment echoed throughout the country, In
this instance, at least, the German peo-
ple scored a distinet — if temporary —
victory. It was only the subsequent arriv-
al of “Big Stick”™ Dulles that pushed
the war plans further ahead.

Germany is not the only example of
the growing resistance to American in-
tervention in Europe’s affairs. Examples
could be quoted from France, Italy, and
other countries. The whole significance
of this mounting opposition iz that the
existing structure in Europe — the crea-
tion of a false economy on the basis of
dollars — cannot last. It is coming to an
end, unless the Americans devise some-
thing new to take its place — and this,
of course, iz where the danger lies,

There are signs of apparent prozperity
i parts of Western Europe. Some cities
have been turned into attractive *shop-
windows" that are meant to be a monu-
ment to the efficacy of dollar aid. But
behind theze shop-windows, there iz po-
verty and unemployment, Tn many Ejf
citieg, the old gang, the Hitler financiers
and collaborators, are back again, smok-
ing big cigars and driving glittering
limousines, They are far from heing in
disgrace, Once again, they are the king-

pins,
In Britain — in spite of Mr. Butler’s
slight tax reduction — there iz wide-

spread hardship, and unemployment is
erowing, Many industrialistz and finan-
ciers view this growing unemployment
with a favourable eye. "Fhey see in it the
beginning of a weakening of the power-
ful trade unions, They are awaiting the

Lea Lovell, who has been a membaer of our Mat-
ional Executive Cemmittee for several yoars, has
again been elected as M.P. for Benoni. Leo
has won wide-spread respact fer his fearless and
intelligent speeches in the House of Assembly.

bleszed days of an “unemployment pool™
of a million of men Britonz so that
wages can be brought down to “sensible
proportions",

Everywhere in Western Europe, where
the American dollar has penetrated, the
story is the same: A crippled economy
tottering on the false basis of foreign
aid. And everywhere there is the same
story of unemployment and poverty.
But the peoples n}‘ these countries are
not accepting their misfortunes submis-
sively. They are resisting the increased
burdens on their economy and, through
their trade unions, they have met with
considerable success in securing de-
mands for improved conditions. It is
clear to everyone who visits these coun-
tries that the workers need all the
strength they can muster at present, be-
cause the testing fime it at hand,

ABRAHAM LINCOLN.

"It is for us the living to be de-
dicated to the unfinished work
which they who fought have thus
far so nobly advanced. It is for us
to be dedicated to the great task
remaining before us — that from
these honoured dead we take in-
creasad devotion to that cause for
which they gave the last full mea-
sure of devetion — that we here
highly resolve that these dead
shall Lwa a new birth of freedom
— and that government of the
people, by the people, for the
people, shall not perish from the
earth.” (Gettysburg).

—_——
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THE RUDE COLONIALS

By ELWOOD C. CHOLMONDELEY

“Lord Salisbury. @ member of the cabinet, seid heee yesieeday that Parliamentary democracy in its fullst sense
weas fotally outside the -r'mrrpr-*hr*rr.ﬂ'rlrr arf the broad masses o) the colonral people, i SAP A-Reuter t‘fil.ipﬂl'rﬁ from Lon-

dun: 25.1.53).

T must be something in this slrong

colonial sun that accountz for (he
crude and coarse sensibilities of a man
like Klasie Armsirong, Even when he
kad put horse-stealing well behind him
and become a [ﬂli[‘ﬁf representative of
the people for  the constituency of
Stormklool, there was something in him
that immediatzly stamped him as a pri-
mitive  bounder who had  attended
neither Eton nor Harrow, Parliamentary
demovracy, in its [ullest zense, was oul-
side hiz complehension.

It i= a hard thing Lo say of a man;
but there it was. It showed itself in his
first week as candidate the first lime he
stood for election, Breaking through the
time-honoured tradition of the game,
he referred 1o Colonel Weatherby Wil
lington, the SAP candidate, as “that re-
actionary rogue and stuffed dummy who
is standing against me.” We had it oul
with him afterwards in the hotel pub.
trving 1o make him see Parliamentary
tradition in all itz glory, But the [ellow
was stubborn a= an ox. “You can do
what vou like.” he said truculently.
“But 1 bloady well won't call any Colo-
nel of Hussars wha shot the 1926 atrik-
ers ‘My honourable friend’ or “my gl
lant opponent’.” We should have szeen
then where all thi= Labour agitation
waz leading: bul instead we passed it
ofl as a dose of bad twemper induced by
loo much melkterl.

Bat we were wrong as time showed.
He hadn’t been elected for more than a
week when the nest straw in the wind
come up, The sovernment only had a
|T:'ﬂj|,1'|'i1}' of [our. and the Transvaal-
Western Provinee Currie Cup final was
being plaved at Newlands, Klasie’s whip
came along to the House library where
we were all sweating it out over colfee
on the morning of the match, and told
Klasie he had been paired off with Nico
Badenhorst for the afternoon. Klasie al-
most hust a blood-vessel. “Rughy is
it?”" he shouted drawing himszelf up to
his full six feet six. “To hell with it",
he shouted. “I've followed Rangers at
the zoccer for thirty years, and I'm not
changing now for you or Nico or any-
one clse see?” We tried o explain to
him that he didn't have to go and see
the game. All he had to do was stay
away from the House for the afternoon.
That seemed to micke him even more

angry. [t seemed he was all set lo move
a vote of no confidence in the Govern.
ment when their supporters were away
watching the game at Newlands, We
argued with him  through the whole
morning without effect, Everylime we
said “Dammit man; play the game.” he
said “Rugby, is it? To hell with it 1
say!’

It was thiz second shallering revela-
tion that the man had none ol the [iner
frelings of sportmanship and [lairplay
needed in a democracy that really show-
ed us what we were up against in bring.
ing democracy to the colonies. Tempers
ran high in the House that aflernoon, a=
we all sat there glumly with our minds
on Newlands, and hatred in our hearts
for Klasie who had kept ws away from
the game.

From here on, things went from had
to worse, Much of the hard feelings be-
tween those from “home” and the locals
which runs so slrong lndﬂ}'. can e
traced back to the actions of Klasie, One
of his most oulrageous actions was the
time when he voted against an address
of lovalty to the Crown just before the
last Roval visit. For a week every last
man of us, from all [Jurtirs., tried Lo ex-
plain to him that the opposition is jusl
as loval as the government. He would
have none of it. “If they're for it he
said in his rough way. “Then I'm against
it. Dammed if I'll be loyal to anything
they support.” We failed to shake him,
which just went to prove to many ol our
hetter cultured people that Parliamen-
tary institutions were not suited to the
colonies,

The trouble was that he waszin't .‘]lD]‘LP.
otherwise we might have shrugged it
off, and told ourselves he was a Ireak.
But at every election since then he has
romped home, and every time his ma.
jority is higger than the last. There
could be no disregarding the fact thal
his rudenezz found an answering echo in
the rudenes=z of the voters.

The voters even seemed Lo spur him
on. He went from outrage lo oulrage,
till all decent people began to ask whet-
her Parliamentary institutions in a rolo-
ny could possibly be justified. We never
forgave him for leaving his own conati-
tuvency, and standing against the Speaker
in one election. We tald him. somewhat

|I"I|l_"||"hﬁl}'. lhﬂl II|_ Wadd il ][“lF ‘.':*lﬂ.}lli::'ll'lli"l'l
sentleman’s agreement that the Speaker
i= returned unopposed. We tried 10 ex-
plain that forcing the Speaker into a
party contest might disturb his imparti-
ality in the House. “Il thal so-and-zo0's
impartial” Klasie retorled. “then I'm
a Chinaman.” We had reached the stage
vhere we wigshed he were — in China.

Hiz election suceess seemed lo go o
hi= head. He became more and more
truculent. He refused to accept an all-
party agreement to limit speeches Lo ten
minutes, and so kept the 1938 session
voing for three weeks longer than we
had arranged. We all lost heavily in our
businesses that year as a result, and our
salaries didn't make it any better either.
He voted against increasing M.P.'s sal-
aries the next year — that is something
he'll never be forgiven for; said that
until we had managed to keep down
olher peoples’ cost of living, or raise
theiv wages, we should be more than
salisflied with what we had. We tried 10
explain to him that no Board of Direc-
lors thought first of itz employees and
then of itsell, but he remained unim-
F]“"FH"L

And then to crown it all, in two suc-
ressive aessions he went and opposed the
Suppression of Communism Act and the
Martial Law Bill. We did our best 1o dis-
suade him, rather acidly this time. We
thought we might find a chink in his
rhinoceros hide. We told him that the
poor would always be with us, and had
te: b kept in their t:ﬂcm and saved from
radical agitators. We told him the im-
portance of not letting the side down,
and shout the white man’s burden. We
told him of the gull that divides zentle-
men [rom dagoes and reds, and of the
importanee of playing cricket and not
Ela]}hing Ehi I.I'I:lli.l"l.‘ in the back, All for
nothing. He just said “Bull!™ and went
ahead as if nothing had happened.

But the ﬂiﬁ::uuraging thil!g was that
he got support. His majority at the last
elections was higher than ever. Fair sick-
ens one to thini of him and his crude
colonial supporters, undermining the
whole concept of western democracy as
we know it. Goes to show there’'s no
eratitude for all the sacrifices we have
wade Lo bring Parliamentary democracy
in its fullest sense Lo the hroad masses
ol the colonies,
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CECIL WILLTAMS PRODUCES

“LILIOM”

LEDH GLUCKMAN is to play the title role in the Regent Players' preduction

of Ferenc Molnar's "Liliom", to be staged at the Library Theatre in Johan-
nesburg from May 13th to May 20th. | believe this will prove to be a memorable
event in local theatre hi'ﬂn?. for the Regent Players have put together a first-

rate play, cast, producer an

“Liliom” iz a play as lamiliar to every
Continental theatre-goer as “Hamlet”
and “The Cherry Orchard”. After its
first performance in Budapest in 1909
“Liliom™ wandered around the theatres
of Europe's capitals in one translation
after another. Oddly enough, it was [ar
from achieving a succés fou. Despite
that, year afler year saw some new ar-
dent actor clamouring for a chance to
play the leading role in this unusual

play.
HISTORY

In 1921 “Liliom” was produced in
America by the Theatre Guild with Eva
Lo Gallienne as Julie and Joseph Schild-
kraut as “Liliom”. Schildkraut owned
the only copy of the play in America
and that was in German, So wildly en-
thusiastic waz he in his reading of aflf
the parts that he got the backing of the
famous stage-designer, Lee Simonson.
and the Theatre Guild undertook the
step into the unknown. The production
was a lolally unexpected suceess, run-
ning for 311 performances — an evenl.
incidentally, which helped to put the
Theatre Guild on its feet and ensure its
permanence.,

The success of “Liliom™ in America
redoubled interest in the play in Europe
and actor after actor essayed the coveted
role. Hans Albers, one of Berlin’s most
celebrated actors, played Liliom in 1926
and achieved the Eiggest triumph of his
career, so much so that he played the
part countless times. To see Albers as
Liliom hecame almost a cult!

"ROMANTIC CYNIC"

“Liliom™ iz the strange tale of two
poor, unsophisticated people who fall in
love. So uneducated are they that they
are inarliculate when it comes Lo expres-
sing their warm, deep feelings of ?nw.
Unemployed, Liliom falls an cazy vic-
tim to a plausible rogue’s plans for a
robbery. What happens therealter is best
not told, except to say that rarely has a
playwright contrived 2o ironic a twist
before the final curtain.

The plﬂ}? is rich in humorous I!‘!.'Iiﬁl.'r[ll"ﬁ
and humorous characters and there are
scenes of quile wnusual emotional (en-
derness, Molnar has been decribed as

set-designer.

a ‘romanlic cynic in a passion-ridden
world', *Liliom™ bears wilness to this
label, for in the play you lind the lightes
romantic louch :-nuph-cl wilh JL‘[[, deli.
cale handling of social irony,

STAGE DESIGN

One of the striking features of this
|rr|:|r|ur_'li.1;|-n 15 Lhe .l-'.rlli;l.;.lj d:'-sigl'lrd h}'
Honnie Philip, who in recent years has
emerged as an oulslanding decor artist.
Philip is tired of the old convention of
slapping paint on canvas. Believing thai
the sets must not merely reflect but posi-
tively help to create the spirit of the
play, he is experimenting with a new
Iecﬁniqur& for “Liliom". His drop-cloths
and sky-cloths are of calico and the
colours are dyed into the fabrie. This

ermitz the innovation of lighting from
hind the set as well as from the front,
producing quite a 3-D effect!

Philip i2 an experimenter, too, with
malerials, When 1 reveal the fact that
oak mudguards and miner’s charging
sticks are extensively employed in his

Lean Sleckman,

:it‘t'i.ng 5ﬂml'_1hilap; ihat iz different.

CAST

Leon Gluckman, Molly Seftel, Noreen
Stirling, Arthur Linzcott, Frances Hos-
sey, Maureen Chananie, Michael Tonkin
and litthe Belle McCullum are among
the first rate cast for this play. The
Regent Players have as their producer
Cecil Williams, whose productions in
th," Pﬂﬂ-t f“"“‘ Vears i'l.EI.TE" rt‘m'l‘.H‘-r] o very
high standard.

Legionnaires, who enjoy a ‘good
show’, will certainly enjoy this continen-

construction, you will look forward tota! classic, “Liliom".

THE CRUEL SEA

Reviewed by IP.

SINCE we did onece carry in “Fightinz

Talk™ a book review of Nicholas
Monsarrat’'s book, it is, | suppose, only
just that we should review the film of
the same name. I am afraid that | can-
not hail the film with even a tenth of
the same enthusiazm. It iz a poor film.
struggling [rantically between a  war
story and a semi-documentary, and ends
by being a bit of both, vet neither,

It iz hard to understand why this
should be s0. It has the kind of theme
al which Britizh hilm studios should ex-
vel. They have the directors, the seript
writers of the calibre of Eric Ambler
and certainly the cast should present no
]rn}h]rm, And yel in each of these cate-
gurivﬁ there was the muridﬂﬁng touch
of the amalteur.

There were some good shols of the
seg and of the battle of the Atlantic, but
[ was left with the impression of Com-
mander Ericson’s lace staring moodily

al a submerged submarine. Eric Amb-
ler's seript laid heavy emphasis on the
officers’ wardroom but the more poig-
nanl seenes of the book, such as the tor-
pedoing of the ship carrying Ericson’s
=on, were completely ignored.

Jack Hawkins, as the Commander.
save 8 good performance, but Donald
minden as Lockhart was Iula||_lr' LT O0 -
vincing. [ felt almost embarrassed watch-
Eng hlrm.. '!'|'|'|.I:'|'| l r‘:‘rllr'mhl:‘n'{l lllilt .."';]l'l'lﬂ.l'
las Monsarrat, based the character of
the First Lieutenant largely on himsell
and hiz own experience,

O cannot help wondering il the de-
letion of the poignant scenes of the home
life of members of the erew and the
siress on war-lime heroics 1s nol an at-
tempt to make propaganda for war
rather than peace.

The kindest th[n*,_.r that can be said
about “The Cruel Sea”™ waz that thev
could have made s0 much more of it.
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8th Anniversary of the day Fast and West clasped hands—

A MILESTONE TO EAST-WEST PEACE

bessage from

EX-SERVICE MOVEMENT FOR PEACE
GREAT BRITAIN.

T is now eight years since the historic
meeting on the Elbe took place,

In April 1945 it seemed that after the
terrible bloodshed of World War 11 the
nations would turn toward an era of
lasting peace in which they would co-
operate in the task of rebuilding their

attered countries,

Yet to-day wars and rumours of wars
have become our daily diet. Many of
the politicians and generals who spoke
AL 1n-;|}|r|r|r-'|1|.' in 1945 now take part in
spewing out the mass of slander that is
c]l:;ﬂ:,r bandied abowl,

To the ex-Service men and women
who took part in the glorious victory
over Nazism. and who remember those
who died belore their time, the p'ﬂ':‘-i‘lll
atmuﬁphrm of violence and hatred can-
not be tolerated.

Men and women of every nation who
have donned a uniform in lime of war
hﬂ?ﬂ. ]II yar '||'|g Ell?gr‘l"l"l ||J|rr||. Hn ]I'l
ternational T’mguagc that, we believe,
can serve the world well in ils search
for a lasting Peace and a better life for
all people.

We know the “language™ of the shell.
thr bomb and |}u bullet, and all the suf-
ferings and misery they bring. The un-
derstanding that this ° |du"tlar-rr brings
TN CIoss f[ﬂnl]l:'r:._ I.Jl.f"rl.l"' J!I‘ll'.rrl -
tains”", and ensure that our children, and
our children’s children never know the
dizazter of War.

That is wry we believe that a meeting
of ex-service representatives of all Na-
tions would contribute greatly to World
Peaee and Intnrnutmnnl Unde t'-:lﬂ'ru:[mg
We therefore h!:ﬂ'l’ll]‘l. erdorse the Prope-

eal made by the Anstralian Legion for
a Meeting on the Elbe, April 95th, 1951.

We re-affirm our belicf that there is
no issue in the world to-day that cannot
be settled by peaceful negotiation and we
call upon all ex-service men and women
tn press upon their Governments the
need for International differences to be
settled in this way.

Finally, the British Ex-Service Move-
ment for Peace salutes thosze ex-service

men and women in other lands who are
working for World Peace many in

very  diflienlt  circumstances. We  arc
conlidenl. with them, that the cause of
World Prace will Iri1|m}||'|. and to that
vnd we pledge our best endeavours,

GEORGE CROSS,
Acting National Secretary Ex-

Messaga from
AMERICAN YETERANS FOR
PEACE.
Dear Friends,

To most of us in the United States
vou of South Africa live in another
world. But il you are of another world,
we of American Veterans for Peace are
of another America — the other Ameri-
ca.  And we are proud lo call you
“Brothers” and to send our warmest
areelings,

The hard but unpleazant truth is that
Peace is not something that just hap-
pens, It has to be worked and fought
for, You in the Legion know this as
well az anvone. But it is only the begin-
ning that is hard. It took vou and us a
long time to even learn of each other.
Now that we have met, even il only
through the mails, it is our solemn re-
solve lo conlinue as vour allies in the
noblest of all causes, Peace.

We are deeply mindful of your un-
stinting efforts during the past years,
of the powerful support you gave to the
realization of one -|:rIl our grealest hopes:
ar- ex-servicemen's Reunion on the Elbe,
commemoraling the memorable union of
allied troopz on German soil just eight
short years ago. On this day, in 1953,
let uz again pledge ourselves to carry
forth the work for peace in the glorious
tradition of working logether establish-
ed that April day in 1945, As the sol-
diers met together then to seal their
friendzhip and mark the victory over
[ascism and lor peace and democracy,
let us meet this day in our continued
'I"l"l:l‘rk iﬂr rh[“ sSgrme ;:_T‘I"ﬂl. CHLISEe l'.l'r jlr‘-ﬂ{‘E‘
utl(l d["m [""I'E.f':.'..

On this day of commemoration we
salute you for the work vou have done
and are doing. It is our fervent hope that
vour effortz, our efforts, and those of
veterans throughout the world will en-
able us to next year greet each other
with a clap on the back and a hand-

shake.
See you at the Elbe April 25, 1954!

Message from
AUSTRALIAN LEGION OF
EX-SERVICEMEN.

E:-i-mr:'mhtrﬁ ol the Forces ol all Na-
lions sincerely wanl improvements in
international understanding,.

Wil-h .[E"h' l"?ﬁ.'El.'pLiﬂH.‘i, “EH'I] .url-rl ["'l."[:'r!f
ex-service member of the armed services
of all Nations of the world, il asked.
would say, “We remember the gallant
and supreme sacrifice of fallen com-
rades. We know the present-day suffer-
ings of the war disabled. There is no
necessily for war to happen again.”

Ex-servicemen desire to act as a foree
le improve international understanding.
Action emanating from some ex-service
associalions in various countries has de-
veloped the prerequisites of a mighty
movement which must unite ex-service-
men of all countries in friendship. For
this purpose we propose an international
commemoration day, April 25th, the his-
toric day which heralded the end of
World War I, On thiz day, April 25,
1953 we dedicate our thoughts, actions
and lives to prevent armed conflict be.
tween Nations,

How then, do ex-servicemen proceed
in the face of the Fresmll tension in in-
ternational affaira:

We know the policy of the preserva-
tion of peace by the manufacturers of
weapons of mass destruction, because we
E"-ii]'E'rit"l'II:ﬂ a restriction of |.'re15|:rnu1 liber-
tiezs and impoverishment of living stan-
dards, health and culture. There is no
secure future for home and country, The
people of the world want a genuine pre-
servalion of peace by the means of dis-
cussion and negotiation, less armaments,
better living slandards, health and cul-
ture, security for home and country.
War veterans insist that world problems
be solved by peaceful means,

Ex-servicemen challenge the Nations
of the world to make possible an inter-
national meeting of friendship of ex-ser-
vice representatives of all Nations on or

before April 25, 1954,

Ex-servicemen will “prove before the
people of the world that friendship does
exist and must be extended for the
future co-existence of human society.

Australian Legion of Ex-zservicemen
and” Women. Queensland, Australia.

W. A. OPIE.
State Secrela ry.
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SOUTH AFRICANS RECALL |
VICTORY ON THE ELBE

DURIH’E April, ex-5ervice organisations in America, Britain, Australia and
South Africa, were holding meetings commemeorating that historic meeting

of the American and Soviet irnnﬁl on the banks of the El

1945, Their
had smashe

rpose was to reca

River on April 25th,

the mood of that time, when big power unity
Mazi aggression and appeared set to lay the foundations of a new

and better era in world histery, Capitalism and Communism worked in harmony
then to achieve great things. If it was possible then, why not now?

The Springbok Legion meeting in
the Darragh Hall on April 23rd was
extremely successful in recapturing the
almosphere of April 1945, Cecil Wil-
lioms opened the meeting by asking the
audience to rise in memory of the fallen,
and gave a very moving rendering of
oung Dead Soldiers”. His speech,
which followed, outlined the reasons for
calling the meeting and called for sup-
port for the idea of big power unity,

The following resolutions were passed
unanimously :—

1. This meeting of South African ex-
volunteers and their friends urges
the Government of South Africa to
use their influence at the United
Nations to bring about a meeting
of the heads of the Five Great Pow-
ers with a view Lo negotiating a sel-
tlement of international problems,
thereby laying the foundations for a
lasting world peace.

2. This meeting of South African ex-
volunteers and their friends wel-
comes the proposal to held an in-
ternational conference of ex-service-
men on the banks of the River Elbe
on or about April 25th, 1954 and
calls on the Springbok Legion to
take the initiative in ensuring
strong South African representa-
tion.

3. This meeting of South African ex-
volunteers and their friends sends
greetings to ex-volunteers in other
countries who are working for the
eatablishment of a lasting peace and
express the hope that tE& joint ef-
forts of ex-volunteers everywhere
will bring about the invaluable
unity we witnessed during World
War II, which alone can ensure for
all mankind peace, freedom and
prosperity.

JUMBLE
REQUIRED!

If Johannesburg Members can spare any

old ulul'hing-.uglﬂau et in touch with the

Office (33-0975) who will arrange to
collect it.

ON A NOTE OF
TRIUMPH

Tl-ll'l radio play “On a Note of Tri-

umph™ by Norman Corwin, is a
most moving and effective dramatization
written for broadcasting on V.E. Day.
Heard today, it irresistably returns the
listener to the climate of that time, when
we were all asking “Can it ever happen
again?" “Surely we can plan better next
time.” The play emerges as such stirring,
anti-fascist propaganda, that it is to be
deeply regretted that it cannot be hroad-
cast to all South Africans,

As presenled on the stage il has a
slight weakness in the extent of the dia-
logue  allocated to the Narrator, but

Stanley Raphael, the producer had large-,

ly remedied this by introducing interpo-
lations from the other characters wher-
ever possible. The unfortunate break-
down of the loudspeaker equipment at
the last moment forced the |ﬂa}'ers to do
without microphones, but they neverthe-
less gave first-rate performances. Stan-
ley }Eld hael, Warren Sands, Guy Routh,
Hans ﬁ'mgf, Joe Podbrey, Roy Cousins
all gave sincere characterizations, and
Doreen Mantle was particularly versa-
lile — over the last couple of years she
has developed a range and sincerity that
puts her amongst the top half-dozen pro-
fessional actresses in South Africa.

STIRRING FILM,

"The True Glory" is a remarkable film
from the Normandy landings to the Ger-
man capitulation. Edited with breath-
taking skill and imagination, it takes its
audience into the actual landing barges
on the Mormandy beaches, into the air-
craft battling over France, the tanks
fighting their way into Germany.

You are confronted with the rubble
which had been French villages and
tewns, writhing wounded soldiers, the
still bodies of men, women and children
murdered by the Nazis, and the horror
of Buchenwald itself on the day of s
liberation. But the soundtrack carries
the humour and humanity as well as the

[

grim courage of the men and women
who fought for freedom.

The scenes which show the warm-
hearted meeting of the Russian and
American troops on the banks of the
Flbe are tremendously moving. They are
lollowed by an appeal for Peace which
should affect even the most cynical and
disillusioned.

KEEP THE WAR
GOING

The war in Korea continues because
the American representatives refuse to
adhere to the provisions of the Geneva
Convention of 1949, which lays down
that prizoners-of-war must be released
and repatriated without delay after the
cessation of active hostilities.

The "London Times" stated: "It has
to be recognised that international prac-
tice in the past, amply verified by many
peace treaties and by international con-
ventions for the treatment of prisoners-
of-war, supports the return of prisoners
to their own country on the conclusion

" of a war, without exceptions."

The Londen "Daily Express" wrote:
"The Geneva Convention explicitly
stated that 'prisoners-of-war shall be re-
leased and repatriated without delay
after cessation of hostilities.” How in
the face of these words can the Brit-
ish and Americans justify holding on to
every prisoner whom the Chinese de-
mand shall be repatriated?"

It seems that the Americanz do not

want the war in Korea to end. Why?
Because they must have a war 1o justify
the colossal production of arms. And
why must they produce arms? Because
their present prosperity is d=pendent
on rearmament. Without that, America
would have a slump on its hands, be-
poverished to buy America’s enormous
cause the rest of the world is too im-
potential output of peacetime goods.

Phone 23-7134 P.O. Box 9598

S. M. NUDELMAN & CO.
[PTY.} -LTD.

Ladies' Clothing Manufacturers
MAKERS OF
""MYRU"'

Man Tailored Garments
40, SHERWELL STREET,
DOORNFOMNTEIN, JDHANNE?EUHE
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TALKING OF WAR BOOKS

By E. C. PATTERSON
HEMNEVER the talk turns to novels of war, the same qu&rt is raised: and left

largely unanswered. Why, ask the critics, are the best

two so markedly inferior to the classics of world war one? Mo amount of analysis
ublisher's praise manage to raise 'The HaE

Barbusse's "'Under Fire", ""From Here to Eterni-

and dissection, no unstinting
and the Dead" to the status

ooks of world war

ed

ty'' to an "All Quiet," “"The Cruel Sea" to Dos Passos’ "Three Soldiers" eor
“r"'lE Young Lions” to a Hemingway's "Farewell to Arms.” It is always the same
few titles that are bandied about in the discussions of the best books of the

wWdrl.

Mowhere, in all the discussions | have heard on the subject, has there been
a suggestion that perhaps the best sellers are not the best books. Yet this seems

to me to be the heart of the whole matter.

Possibly in 1918 and the years ."i]f'l'l:r['ll_'r'
alter it was dilfzrent. But the public
of loday has developed tastes and values
in literature drawn from the million-
copy, serialised and motion-pictured
best-sellers of the years gone J'!J “No
Orchids for Miss Blandish™ set the new
style in crude, psychopathic violence de-
scribed in four-letter words which has
made it possible for “From Here 1o
!':I.eruil’].'“ lo be taken by the public as a
“areat” piece of writing. Peter Cheyney’s
“Dark Hero™, the lascist-minded. cold-
]Fh'l‘l.-ld“d ki“ﬂ"l"l“"“l: L‘]:I'l];{gﬂ-l_'] Wilh 'I-'l']'l.ii"
kv and women as a guard against think-
ing, has conditionad critics and publish-
crs alike lo rave in superlatives over
Mailer's “Naked and the Dead.”  And
only a whole flood of books whose pur-
pose is to horrify and chill the spine with
stupendous, three-dimensional, techni-
colour shocks and disasters, could have
laid the basis for the world-wide acelaim
of “The Cruel Sea”.

The writing of these best-sellers of
world war two, it cannot be gainsaid, is
efficient, sometimes even masterly. Bul
for all that, they remain good sellers,
and, to my mind, poor books. Slick
craftmanship is not enough to make
great book, For that good content is
required, And it is in this that the great
novels of the first world war suceeeded,
where the best-sellers of our own dav
have failed =0 miserably,

Who, having read Barbusse or Re-
margque, can fail 1o understand the greal
social currents of the 1‘In.r-ir|.;.:, years of
the first world war? The eyvnicism and
frustration the war u'r::ugh[ in the hearts
of decent people on both sides, which
gave rise to the mass fraternisation of
official enemies, and which set into
motion the international chain of re-
volts. mulinies and revolulions which
dominated Ll presl-war world? Here, on
their varying canvasses, the best novel
isls of that time caught the spirit and

the meaning of their times, and con-.
veyed, in a way thal no camera record
can do, the moving of mens' ideas and
outlooks which make all the social, poli-
tical and even the mE]il.Flr].' :irw*lupmvnls
of the time comprehensible to the reader
of a later seneration,

In their way, all the best works ol
that time were novels of social prolest al
the corruption, the meaningless slaugh-
ter and the cynical profiteering of their
Limes,

But what is the content of the best
sellers of our times? For a best seller,
social consciousness is taboo; wars are
fought in vacuums, and future genera-
tiens reading the "Cruel Sea" or "The
Maked and the Dead" will only be able
to place them in time by the references
te radar and P49's. Their content, one
and all, is of unrestrained violence and
brutality and horror dominating the lives
of unthinking, unceonscious puppets who
walk like men. Nowhere, when reading
any of the popular war-time novels did |
feel: There, tui for the accident of
geography, go |,

Fortunately, all the novels of the sec-
ond world war were not best-sellers, with
the best-sellers’ defects.  There were
novels, and I think areat novels, which
future generations without our taste for
Peter Chevney will class together with
the best of world war one. Foremost
amongst those I have read 1 place llva
Ehrenburg’s “Storm™. a novel in the
War-and-eace tradition, which uses the
'I'I'EI‘HII' vial scene ‘”{ ]'_:Iil'l:ijll' s |I"'¢ -
Vs, x“ |:||I|.|."r |'|I.:I'|'1'i Ilr mnur -Iil'lll"i- -
ages =0 cllectively lo people the titanic
armed conllict with such flesh-and-hload,
with people who think, feel and react in
a way comprehensible to s, and in a
way which deepens and broadens our
whole understanding of the events them-
selves and of the men and women who
determined their outcome.  The sunw
author’s “Fall of Paris”, on a smaller
canvas, reveals the same depth of under-

standing of human beings and the same
mastery of the writers’ craft.

There are others, perhaps lesser
kriown. There iz the unﬁr ettable tale
by James Aldrigde of the Erm:k parti-
sans, “The Sea Eagle”, which tells of
men whose courage and love of liberty
raised them above their illiterale and
primitive  backgrounds, and elevated
them to heroic stature. The author's Jove
of people, "his understanding of the
sreatness that is in men and of the
great and stirring times through which
we lived between 1939 and 1945 char-
acterises also his epic tale of the R.AF.
i rreece, “'Eigllifl:‘f with their Honour.”

Jack Lindsav, who both before and
since the war has made his mark as a
wriler of historical novels, was also
moved by the sweep of war-time events
to write of the things he had seen and
laken part in. And the two war books
he wrote are, lo my mind, incomparably
the best things he has ever done. “*We
Shall Return™ is the storv — the only
story I have encountered — about the
retreal lo Dunkirk, and the terror and
chaos which was the beach there in that
inferno. Here is horror, to exeel Monsar-
rat’s worst: and yet it is horror of a dif-
ferent kind. Tt is horror r'h.‘l]lwlging or-
dinary men 1o rise to new heights of
courage., of compassion and conscions-
ness, and horror congquered by men who
rise superior to it 1L moves, grips and
inspires one as Monsarrat’s cold phntu-
craphic platez of horror cannot do: it
leaves one with a confidence in the
fulure, where the “The Cruel Sea™ leaves
only goose-pimples, OF the same calibre
is Lindsay’s “Beyond Terror™, the story
of the retreat from Crete, and of those
who were left behind to carry on the
fight as best they could. :

Significantly, there is litHe that rates
high from the American writers, who,
mere than others, suffer from the pres-
sure to conform to best-seller standards
of form, style and content. | have come
across only three novels of the war by
Americans which manage to break this
destroying pressure, One, by a former
Czech Stefan Heym, "The Erusadars".
comes close to great achievement, but
fails through the weakness of his char-
acters and lapses in literary skill. The
other two by an expatriate living in
France, Kay Boyle, uses skill and great
craftsmanship to good purpose in "A
Frenchman Mut Die", a story of a single
incident of the "Caine Mutiny" type,
and in “Avalanche", Both these tales
are perhaps too slight to be rated as
‘great’. But good they are,-and better
worth the reading than the best-sellers
that get talked about so much.
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THE Nationalist Party has plenty 1o

congratulate itself on at the mo-
ment. Not only has it won the Election
under the slnzlgan of “Apartheid”, but it

hasz increased its majority to 29 seals,
But it can congratulate itself only on the
basis of its cleverness at vole-loading and
delimitation trickery. To claim that it
haz a mandate from the Volkswil, 2
claim it will certainly stake, is no more
gecurate than the result of a horse race
in which every horze but the winner has
been doped. Let us be quite clear about
that, The European electorate of this
counlry has not .m:t.'i-']'rh'.i‘f Apﬂl'll]t‘id. The
total of voles received by Opposition
Eroups offers a conerele negation Lo tha
claim and it is something which should
give us and all democratic South Aflri-
cans the courage to carry on the fight
against Malanazism with renewed vigour
and inspiration. Here is a thought to
carry around with us.  That if ever
voter had an equal say in the election.
i.e. if all constituencies consisted of an
equal number of votes, let us =ay ten
thouzand, the Nationalist Party would
lose at least thirty seats.

The future is dark and uneertain, but
our role in the present situation remains
unchanged — to replace the Malan Gov-
ernment with a democratic, representa-
tive body as soon as possible.

E have been so busy with our own

elections thal we have barely noliced
another great piece of injustice that has=
been perpetrated just a little North of
iz, There the E{Ih‘.'i‘lil::llt of Cenlral Alrvican
I!‘:]r‘r.',llfirr:l Wil I]ll' :"llilil'1'l "I 1| |"."I|."J'|'||'
dum held amonest the white seitlers
L:lTI_ll'}".. ]‘ Yau t'mjnll'l[ 1 III'IE': mlrnh-.‘T llr
people who said “Yes” to federation,
vou would find the figure in the neigh-
bourhood of five percent. The other
ninety-five percent, both black and whiie
Rhodesians, were totally opposed to the
Huggine plan, but of course the wvasi

(Continued in next column)

Film Review

GOLDEN MARIE

Tl‘ll:i arrival in Johannesburg of a

worth-while film from the continent
{or anywhere elze for that matter} is a
cemparalively  rare  event.  “Golden
Marie” is perhaps the first wholly sue.
vessful European film to he shown here
since “Bicycle Thievea”, (It is, of course,
of a very different genré).

“Casque d'Or” is a legendary Parisian
figure of fifty years ago. This dramali-
sation is primarily a love slory, at once
tremendously real and moving, but in
part frankly melodramatic, The golden-
naired Marie is the associate of Apache
thieves. Bored and at odds with Roland.
her latest amour, she meet Manda, a
yvoung carpenter, an ex-convict friend of
Raymond, one of the gang.

There is at once a strong physical at-
Lraction ]:Il.‘l.\\'l."l.‘fn L|:'|1":|':|1 and Manda later
fights and kills the jealous Roland, He
flees from the police to the country
where Marie follows him, and they live
logether blissfully, Léca, leader of the
Apache gang, who desirez Marie [or
himself, causes Raymond 1o be arrested
for the kiling, and Manda gives him-
self up to the police. Manda learns of
Léca’s betrayal and he kills him. The
final scenes are of Manda’s ignominious
execution at the gllil]uli:lr, watrhed ]r]r'
the agonised Marie,

The two leading characiers are pre-
serded so.vividly, are drawn with such
insight, that youw quickly undersiand
them and are involved in their story.
The performances of Simone Signoret

[Continued from previous column]

majority had no say at all in a scheme
which will vitally affect their whole ex-
istence. Doubtless Sir Godfrey Huggins
is alzo jubilantly chanting “Volkswil™.
but it is as empty a claim as Dr, Malan's
Apartheid mandate.

The threat of peace breaking out in
korea is again looming largely in the
world press, The sharemarket has taken
a swan-dive, and even the American
(reneral Stafl are conceding that every-
one is |I:'LII'Ii]} sick and tired of the use-
less .-'|11u,f_:]|ll'r that has Deen ;_':rj[ng (H]1]
for the past two-and-a-hall years, Let nz
hope and pray that this lime they mean
it.

Al least let us mive 4 cheer
1o 2. de Beer
who mauag;d e knock the

lasisey
out of the Greyshirt Louis, *

and Serge Reggioni are really remark-
able. Signoret's Marie is a fascinating
gigolette, frankly sensual, provocalive
and impertinent in the earlier scenes,
and later passionately and constantly in
love. Reggiani, using an amazingly ef-
fective restraint, gets neross ﬂﬁmn’n'a
self-reliance and strength as effectively
as fis weakness. His performance is «
revelation u:?,l' et -:::r:h'ng fﬂ-r the j"r'f.n:.'.'
COrr EIE.

The director, Jacques Becker, has a
pure, direct style which al:]'mirahl}r BRIV
his purpose. His command of tempo
allows a long look at a scene or a series
of quick glances with equal effectiveness,
It is a tribute to his mastery that in spite
of a plot with complications and subtle-
ties, there is little dialogue but always
perfect clarity,

There are many beautiful touches and
siriking minor episodes, such as the vil-
lage wedding, or the scenc of Manda's
cmployer watching him depart and then
with finality closing the door (of the
world of respectable citizens). Some
minor characters stand .out vividly, in
particular the wonderful old crone at
the country cottage, the loyal Raymond,
and Marie's gigolette friend.

Becker's treatment does not atlempl
to lay the responsibility for the Lragmi
at Society’s door, nor are the characters
depicted as the helpless victims of an
omnipotent Fate.  The characters are
shown as the makers of their own des-
tiny, although there is an obvious en-
vironmental factor.

This outstanding film has whetted the
appetite for more outstanding Conti-
nental fare. We can oly hope that the
Seuth African exhibitors will allow us to
see them, rather than the second grade
foreign films that are fairly regularly
offered to us,

H.L,

HARRY JONES
LTD. '

Far Smart Man-Tailored :
LADIES' COATS & COSTUMES.

213 President Street,
!| JOHANNESBURG.

P.O. Box 528. Phones: 22-3052

23.8555
Manufacturers of MAURAE

Garments.




12

AGHTING TALK

May, 1953.

CONSCRIPTION FOR WHAT?

S'DUTH AFRICA was one of the few combatants in the last war that did not

impose any kind of conscription for military service. Those who felt that it
was a bit too much to be asked to help save their country from Hitler were per-
mitted to stay comfortably at home, One Erasmus was one of those who took
full advantage of this indulgence. Yet to-day, when there is neither a hostile
army in the field in North Africa nor a bomb-throwing fifth column busy in
South Africa, this same Erasmus tells us that he is considering whether conserip-
tion should not be applied, and that steps will shortly be taken to augment the
strength of the A.C.F. by compulsory means. The U.P. has not been heard to
criticise this statement, nor are they likely to do so, since warmongering has
always been a department in which they have been particularly proud of their

ability to out-Nat the MNats.

The possibility that conscription will
shortly be introduced seems, therefore,
te be a substantial one. Many people
are nol aware that the machinery lor
peace-time conscription already exists in
South Africa, and could be put into
operation without any pecessity for Par-
liamentary approval. The Defence Aet
of 1912, as subsequently amended, pro-
vides that every male citizen must re-
gister for military training in his seven-
tcenth year. After registration, he may
volurleer for training in an A.C.F, unit.
If he has not volunteered by the time he
turns {wenty-one, he may then be com-
pelled to join and to undergo a four-
year course of part-time training, with
periods of continuous training not ex-
eeeding four months, In the event of
the number of men required for training
being greater than the number who have
volunteered but lesz than the total num-
her available, a ballot may be held, in
which a specified number of men are
chosen by lot.

MAYFAIR ESTATE AGENCY

[PTY.), LTD.

Sales of Property Negotiated.
Bonds Arranged. Insurance Transacted.

134 Central Avenue, MAYFAIR.
Phona 35-11%1. Box 24, Fordsburg.

Onee a man has joined an ALCF. unit,
whether voluntarily or under compul-
sion, he may be prosecuted for failure to
carry out his duties, and corporal
punizhment may be imposed in certain
cases,

In the past, the number of volunteers
has always been sulficient to keep the
A.C.F. up to strength, and the provi-
sions for compulsory training have not
been enforced. Why should there now
be talk of conscription? As far as the
public is aware, there has been no sud-
den drop in the number of volunteers
coming forward for training. It would
geem, therelore, that the Government re-

uires a larger army for the future and
ﬂmt the youth of South Africa, who have
never failed to respond to any genuine
necessity for the enlargement of the
armed forces, are not convinced that a
larger army is required,

Mo Government spokesman has yel
explained with any clarity why South
AEica should require a larger army at
the present time. If any such necessity
existed, one would expect that the first
step to be taken would be to explain the
necessity clearly to the people, in order
to stimulate the flow of volunteers and
avoid the need for conscription. If con-

: :l:rTrﬁnn is introduced without any such

pre

iminary drive for volunteers it can
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only mean that the reasons for the en-
largement of the forces are either non-
existent or totally unacceptable to the
public.

Various reasons have been obscurely
suggested in official quarters. We have
been reminded that South Africa is a
member of the “Middle East Defence
Organisation.” Does thiz men that South
Alricans are required to help prop up
the tottering rule of the pashas and the
oil companies in the Arab countries?
Small wonder that there is no rush for
volunteers for such a task, Then we are
treated to obscure hints about “the in-
ternal situation.” Tf these hints mean
anything, they mean that conscripts are
required to get the Government oul ol
trouble, if and when it makes trouble.
Ubviously, our young men are not going
to rush in their thousands to the recruit-
ing stations for that purpose.

If these are not the reasons for the
talk of conscription, only one possibility
remains: the Government must contem-
plate that South Africa may in the near
future be involved in a war. Since there
is no nation which is in the least likely
tu invade the territory of South Alrica,
we could be involved in a war only
through the voluntary decision of our
Government. It iz accepted in countries
which call themselves democratic that a
Government which contemplates any
momentous policy decision should, il
possible, obtain a mandate from the elec-
torates for that decizion. In the recent
election campaign, neither party made
any atlempt to oblain the people’s
authority for a policy of war,

It is clear, then, that the Governmen

is trying to slip something past us which
they do not want to Eu:ii?y openly. If

- the talk of conscription is revived in

coming months, we must not simply let it
pass, We must demand our right as citi-
zens to be told exactly why our services
are required, under what conditions we
will be made to serve and what ultimate
purpose the plan is meant to serve, To
accept such a decision blindly is to court
the same sort of disaster which befell
the docile masses of Germany when they
acquiesced in adventures whose out-
come they could not or would not fore-
see.
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“A MAN FROM BETHAL”

As ROY COUSINS saw him

'HE manner in which European South
avoid seeing the conditions of life
of our non-Europeans is strongly remi-
niscent of the ostrich-like attitude of
many Sermans under the Mazi regime.
Even those of us who recognise the ter-
ribe oppression which exists in South Af.
rica and try to do something to rectify
it, seldom allow ourselves to face the
herror which is the daily lot of so many
of our citizens. This week a man walked
into the Legion office for assistance, and
suddenly | found myself face to face
with the 'real' South Africa.

Ishmael is a young Alrican who came
with his family (o live in Sophiatown,
Johanneshburg when he was seven vears
old. During the war when he was eight-
een he joined the NALE, and on his dis-
charge he became a building worker.
But he fell ill with kidney 1rouble and
e was= 20on oul of a job. He regularly
vigited the Non-Furopean hospital Tor
Lreatment. and one day while he was re-
turning home he was :-=lﬂ|:l]H'1| by a poliee
car. There and then, his pass and hospi-
tal card were destroved in front of him.
il fe was arrested. He was found guil-
Iv of a pass contravenlion and senlenc
ed Lo nine months on a Bethal [arm.

There he was put into a feneed-in en-
closure, atripped of his elothes and given
sacks to wear, He was pul to work in the
fields with many other Africans in simi-
lar conditions, Indunas beat with sticks
any man they considered not doing
enough work, and sinee he was a sick
man lshmael was often beaten. He was
nol allowed 1o =02 a doctor, nor was he
allowed 1o write home. Twao ]u'i-|3|| lak-
ourers died on the farm. and lshmael
helped 1o bury one of them. The hody
was sewn into sacks and ploughed into
the ground,

After lshmael had worked on  the
farm for several months, an oxen on
lshmael’s team had an aceident — it
choked itsell on its halter and died, The
[armer told lshmael that he would have
1o work for an extra year Lo pay for it
Guarded by day, locked in by night,
eecape was difficull,  Many men who
tried it were recaptured and severely
Mozeed.

For live vears Ishmael was imprison-
ed on that farm. Whenever his lalest
sentenee,  arbitrarily  imposed by the
farmer, was up, a fresh one was imposed,
Ishmael thought only of escape, and fin-
ally he managed it. He walked by nighi
s0 lhat he would not be zeen, and he

was lucky enough to meet a kindly old
man who zave him zome old clothes 1o
replace hiz =acks.

\.EIILI"I'I hl' .ili'l'i".'l.'l] |!|H|II' -|I'| H':.ll:llli:.l'l.:"l'lJl
I'I-I.‘;- "'II“!H'F '!'IiIIIhI I]-I.l'l":”_'f |:l|.'|i‘|"'|'|' h"'l
Y, HIII' ]I.Ill 'r{i"ll."l"l Ililll M [‘”] lh'LUl-
[l_'I'II‘I ||-{|_ft ]'I'I:If‘ll' rl'EIII.lil:' ||E]| ill'l:i".i.lilill','_'
efforts to find out what happened. She
brought Ishmael 1o our offlice 1o see if
our social welfare worker could h:']p
him 1o et work and a pass, She is quile
a remarkable woman., Sinee she was
married al fourteen she has had a very
hard life, but she has a strength, a resi-
lience that has kept her uncowed, full
of spirit, determination, and perhaps
most remarkable, humour.

We are still trying to help |shmael,
We've got him a job, but after days of
running all over Johannesburg, his pass
is still in doubt. We'll do something.
But |, for one, have been iuH‘Ed out of
my comfortable abtraction from the hu-
man issues. |'d probably be hopelessly
neurctic if | didn't try in some measure
to recapture my peace of mind, and
doubtess my indignation will simmer
down somewhat. But for those of you
who don't come across such cases per-
sonally, | hope this story upsets you a
little. 1t helps, | think, to make us work
a little harder to make this into a de-
cent country,

LILIOM

Mally Seftal, whe plays ‘Julie” in the Regent
Playar;' production of “LILICM", is one of the
mast promising of Jehannasburg's youngaer ac-
tressas. She abtracted a lot of attention with her
ppr[urrnanca in the wery diffieult #itle role in
“Theresa Racquin'', which was produced by
Sheila Houston twe years ago for the Play-
Miss Seftal has

Sluckman before in “Death of a Salesman'' and

makars, worked with Lean
"Sovarmor's Rock”, the play by James Brown,
the well.known lecal journalist, In playing 'Julie’
she follows in the footsteps of several illustrious
aclfaﬁa:. l|u|:|'|| az Evae I-d 'l.':'-alliana. hi.ll‘ HHI pro-

ducer is confident she will score a persenal

friurmph.
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HONOURING OUR GREAT

0 develop peacelul relations between countries and peoples, and to en- |
Courage cullural :*\1'I1:il1‘r5t‘:=- between the I"L'UPI"-"‘ of the waorld, the
World Peace Council iz celebrating each vear the anniversaries of greal
men of world culture. For 1953 six world figures have been selected. They

— the 100th anniversary of the birth of the Cuban writer. HOSE
MARTI, national hero of the Cuban Illlll‘l.l!‘l'lf."l'l'll':' =l rLl',I;:h'.

the 100th anniversary of the birth of the great Dutch painter,
the 100th anniversary of the death of the famous French wriler
the 2.200th anniversary of the great Chinese poet and patriot,
the H1th anniversary of the death of the brilliant Polish asiro-
nomer, COPERNICUS., whose 40Mth anniverzary could not be

I_'l'1E'1hI'.‘_'|_l|"f] ]Il"I'IHIHI' nf 1|H.' WL

the 150th anniversary of the birth of the eminent moralist and
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| RED CROSS

Two Gentlemen of Chicago

TWD young witch-hunting Americans Roy Cohn and David Schine, who are
visiting Europe in search of un-American activities among United States in.
formation offices, have recently made newspaper headlines all over the world.

These two young men personally appointed by Senator McCarthy, look
and dress like college boys. They had been having a wonderful trip through
Europe, ordering veteran State Department officials to their hotel rooms for
cross-examination, men who had been in the service longer than the two young-
sters have lived, After nine days in Europe they had been responsible for firing

four senior officials, Rapid

ly journeying from city to city, they have compiled

a long list of people who will be called to Washington to testify before the in-

famous McCarthy.

Then they made a serious mistake,
They announced their intention of goin
to London to “inspect” the B.B.C. Cer-
tain British Members of Parliament,
among them Mr. George Wigg, of the

. Labour Party, were immediately interest-

ed. The suggestion was put forward that
Cohn andggﬂhinc should be invited to
a private all-party meeting at the House
of Commons, It was suggested that the
M.P.’s question the young men on the
exact purpose of their inquiries and give
them their view on the investigations. It
was thought likely that the M.P.'s would
tell them some very interesting things
about themselves, It did not tﬂ%ﬂ Cohn
and Schine very long to decide that
they would leave the B.B.C. (that hot-

bed of Communists!) severely alone,

It is interesting that MeCarthy's (and
his committee’s) activities become stea-
dily more outrageous despite strong op-
position, both in the United States and
outside. Some powerful pro-Republican
publications bitterly attacked his more
extreme perseculions, but to no avail
Apparently, more Americans dislike and
distrust MeCarthy and his activities than
approve of him. 'i:he same Press interests
that poured scorn and vituperation on
the ecarly defiers of the Un-American
Activities Committee, that refused to
publish their defence statements, be-
came anxious as McCarthy widened his
net. -

SUPPORT
the

b

These conservative gentlemen want
leftists and liberals persecuted, but they
see the writing on the wall when the

witch-hunt  gathers momentum and
threatens perzonal opponents of all
types.

One cannot help being reminded of
our own United Party. It is difficult for
some people to learn the lessons of his-
tory. 1hey help to launch the snow-ball
by declaiming their anx,ety to shoot or
hang Communists, and when it has be-
come an avalanche of terror, they cry
“Unfair! Hands off me and mine™

It is likely that many of the victims
of Cohn and Schine were people who
vaguely approved of McCarthy's ear-
lier inguisitions, They have probably
learned better by now. But what a trag-
edy that so many people have to lean
the hard way. If only they would learn
that there is no compromise with fas-
cism. It must be recognised as soon as
it rears its head, and it must be fear-
lessly, unequivocally, oppesed,

WICKED WASTE.

The Society of Friends, the Bri-
ish Quaker Movement, has made
the following estimate of what it
would be possible to provide with

current British rearmament
budget of £4,700,000,000.

6,000 blocks of flats at low ren-

tals:

20 Great Universities with an
endowment of £10,000,000 each;

200 large schools for city areas;

400 small schools for smaller
towns;

10 Agricultural Research Cen-
tres with endowments of £6 million
each;

200 Hospitals fully equipped.




ASHTING TALK

Newlands Hotel,
177 Main Road.

MNewlands,
Johanneshurg.
24th April, 1953,

Editor,

“Fighting Talk™,

Sir,

Some monthz ago I wrole Lo you urg-
ing that more interest be taken by your
paper and by the Springhok Legion in
Proportional Representation by the sin-
.:EIE L[ﬂnsff‘rﬂ]‘]f vile, -‘irl}l_l Flﬂl.ll'l-ll'l-lf.ll'tf\"[i
the idea. Now look at the result of the
veneral election and the sudden interest
in P.R. taken by the United Party.
“The Star", etc.

The fact is, as I have writlen to you
before, there are too many people rush-
ing ruund in circles shouting “demo-
cracy” who haven't the faintest idea of
what they mean by demaocracy or whal
demoecracy in fact iz. In my opinion no
territory — \'rl'l.i.‘thf'l' Lown, ¥ |I age, cily,
slate, provinee, or “sovereign” state, can
start to be called democratic unless its
voverning body is elected on a P.R. basis
tand I further hold that the beat P.R.
system is the single tranaferable vote for
individuale — not the party list system
of continental Eurape).

My opinion as stated also holds good
for any organization — club, sociely,
trade-union, ete. — where there iz any
contest for seats on the committee. Last
time I wrote on this matter vou com-
mented “P.R. can be operated only when
there are a number of different sections,
sroups, parties, or territorial areas
L I]il:]l CIHT I'H'. !.'ﬂl_l"['] I-l.lr. I]'l .'\'_i-l_“"] o Ccass
a vole 1s cast not for an individual . . ."
I now enclose for vour information a
hist of ur"ﬂnl:':illmrn in MNew South
EI' ﬂ]'l_‘q w I]" I'l 1nse P H

It has been my intention to visit at
yvour new offices again: but for the past
two-three months I have been stationed
out of town and my only available time
in lown 1s [rom about 4.50 Jr-m,  Oh-
wards. in which to do shopping and
evervthing, Since [ joined the Springhok

I.I.':F_:il:l]'t SOINMeE SEVEen }'Ellr!. Hgl] [ hﬂ"l:"
heen wailing for some constructive lead
bt hawve been 4'i:_-:_1]b|:1u]ﬂ|_1-t]: all the
|.|-;:in1'| and "Fi;'hliﬂ,:’ Talk™ have done
is o dish oot destroctive eriticism ol
evervone disagreeing with the Legion.
The definition of democracy |1|-1.-.L1d’|1.-
appears to be: What 1 think, i demo-
cratic; anvone dizagreeing is undemo-
cratic,

To jrutl Lhi= or any other country on
a democratic basis, we must fight Tor
I*R. for all legizlative bodies from vil-
lage councils up to Union Assembly, [or
the recall for ai] elected perzons. the Ini-
tiative, and the Referendum. Your edi-
terial footnote 1o my letter appearing in
vour September izsue (and my subse-
qur.-ut talk with I:l Ihullc'I' Mr, Cousins
i your new oflices showed that Legion
officials knew practically nothing of
P.R.: 1 am fairly sure, in spite of all
vour protestations about and advocacy
ol Demoeracy, that you know nothing
ol the Recall, the Imitiative, or the Re-
ferendum,

Your April issue — the lasl in my
possession — has nothing whatever con.
slrietive aboul r]:'rnur.rm'.].r; instead we
get dished out, page one “against” the
Nationalists; page three “against™ the
Nationalists; page four, praize for Dic.
tator Stalin (why on earth does a =eli-
siyled democratic paper devole a page
to praising a dictator?}; page six, a
full-page film review; page thirteen.
almost a full page about a dead musi-
cian of whom 9974% of your readers
had never heard yvour conlributor
himszelf wrote that the uc:t‘:]"npu::Hinnﬂ .

are Very little known oulside i e
the U.S.S.R.

Yours faithfully,
H. L.

LEVITT.

Sir,

I am writing to express my agreement
with the article, “The People versus the
Fascists” in the last issue of “Fighting
Talk”. T liked the optimistic tene be-
cause it is only reagilstiu lo recognise

that the Nationalists and their stupid
policies cannot, abszolutely cannot last
forever., At the mament perhape it is
I'Iill'rl_f"ult IlCIr = o soe H'“ '|.'|.|“:H_‘I r‘”'l Ih!'
tiees. We lose our sense of perspective
and imagine that the Nationalistz= are
powerful, that they are bound to win the
clection and that means they will be here
lor half a cenlury,

That really is impossible, for many
of the reasons you mention in vour arti-
cle — the rize of the Non-Europeans
political power, the fighting back of
white democrats and, of course, influen-
ces from outside, So, though the fight is
hard at the moment, we should take
courage from what we know MUST
happen in the future and fight all the
hnrg so that the improvements of the
future can be achicved with the mini-
mum of delay.

Good luek 1o the Legion in its work.
Yours ete,,
I, SCHERMBRUCKER.
.0, Box 491,
Tohannesburg.

QULLD MEDAL CORSETRY

*ZWKAW ‘




16 FAGHTING TALK May, 1953,

MEET TOUR FRIENDS H

i AT FHE = I

~ BROADWAY
HOTEL ‘

The Sportsman's Rendezvous

—_—
—_——

UNDERWEAR MANUFACTURERS

(EDMS.) BEPERK.

)

. —
| INTERLOCK WOL- EN KUNSSY Niaht Phons, 25,3795,
OMNDERIKLERE.
. FOR CHILDRENS' WEAR Malvern Pharmacy
WHOLESALE OMLY CHEMIST AND OPTICIANS |
P.O. B 2996, J
Telefoon 33-6477  Posbus 1487 o S g |
; e Jules Street, Malvern,
JOHAMMESBURG. Support your JOHANNMESBURG.
EX-SERVICE MEMBERS T
s LET .
PROMPT p —
S”Fﬁﬂrf M | PRINTING CO. (PTY., LIMITED
e co prv) MILLERS FALLS ELECTRIC
BETTER — PROMPTLY AND AT
PO LI 0 NO EXTRA COST. “]nls |
| 7 Harris Street, W!!‘.‘}‘gafﬂ-. For those who insist on 1007,
JOHAMMESBURG. l::','lua“’r-:l.- and Dependability
f F.O, Box 2225, Phone 33-7671 ® DRILLS
P T AT P e — ® SAMNDERS
e e : | p—— ® GRINDERS
® HAMMERS
= Box &0GZ. Phone 73-3531. I Spars Parls Available.
STEWART'S | UNION CLOTHING MNFRS. O.FS. WHOLESALE MOTOR
REXALL PHARMACY (PTY.), LTD. SUPPLIES (PTY.) LTD.
3. Joffe, M.P.S. 52, Henry Street,
DISPENSING CHEMIST ek ‘foNEx“ for M DLOENIFC TN ‘
oyt I r or Men. Box 294, Tel, Add.: “Wholematar. I
280a, Louis Botha Avenus, . " .
ORANGE GROVE | FLAXWEAR" for Ladies.
Day Phone Night Phone Address: Unless otherwisa stated, J. Podbroy, 5 Somer-
45-1810 45-1576 28 End 5%, Cor. Main, Johannesburg. sat House, Fox Street, Johannesburg, is re-
!l sponsible for all political matter in this issus.

— o e

Published |:h'|-' tha OWRars, Tha Spﬁnql:he:li Lagicon, 5 Somarsat House, Fox Street, Johannesbung. Printed by F‘rn;hrnp! F‘rin'l'in.g Co, ‘F'P:,'.:I Ltd..
Il Harris Streat, Wastgate, Johanneshurg.





