FIGHTING TALK

ORGAN OF THE SPRINGBOK LEGION -

Vol. #.41

NOVEMBER, 1953.

No. W0.

BEWARE?

T

THE Banning of Cecil Williams and other militant fighters
for democracy by Mr. Swart, presents those of us who

are left with a challenge. It is a challenge that must be met!

Failure to met it and to do so as vigorously and fearlessly
as possible may place us in grave danger.

The challenge we have to meet is that of maintaining
and strengthening our organisations. It is that of ensuring
that the activity of those organisations is not lessened one
iota, that it continues and is intensified.

We must recognise that the bannings of the militant
leaders of our organisations are not directed against them as
persons. They are a direet attack on our organised opposi-
tion and an attempl to cripple and destray it

The fact that the Nationalist Government attempts to
crush organised opposition should have meaning for us
It indicates that they fear it. It should be taken as a measure
of the value of organisation as an effective weapon of oppo-
sition. It should indicate to us some measure of the value
of the organisations we have and the need to fight in defence
of them. It points to the need to build and strengthen them
so that they will be an even more effective weapon in the
struggle for democracy.

This is the challenge that we have to meet, It is a chal-
lenge to each individual one of us. In the final analysis,
each one of us must meet and deal with it by himself and
for himself. Each individual must ask himself: “Am I
doing enough in this critical hour?” “Can I do more?” “Can
1 give more time? effort? money?

The very real and grave danger we may find ourselves
in, is not that Mr. Swart will ban us, or send us to prison,
or impose any of the other penalties within his power. No!
The danger is that we will let our organisations ﬁu by de-
fault, That they will be destroyed because we, each of us as
individuals, have failed to rally in defence of them. Because
we have not been pr:]ﬁrl:ﬂ to sacrifice some of the leisure,
ease and luxury of present for the sake of the future.

The consequence of failure to preserve our organisations

is far more serious than anything that Mr. Swart can do
lo us.

Without our organisations we are dizarmed, We are

D

lonely, isolated and ineffective individuals, Easily intimida.
trd and made to conform to the TEa:t:r:rns of the fascists, to
shout “Heil” and “Down with the Kaffirs”, “Down with

the Jews", “Down with the Coolies™ or whatever the Mas-
ter Race wills.

LN

Our children can be taken from us, taught to march in
step, to sing the Horst Wessel song and other beastliness.

Trained to spy on their parents and fellows and to become
informers.

We can be herdeq into Ghettoes, made to work for long

hours for whatever pittance employers choose to pay or
the State dictates, We can be forced to participate in the
erimes ug:.innt humanity of the Nationalist Regime. Yes!

we can mad: to die in defence of that regime and its
crimes!

We have seen it happen to others — to people no worse
and no better than ourselves.

Yes!' This is the real danger. It is one wherein we
White Democrats in particular are the most vulnerable. Be-
trayed by the comfort and luxury of aur living standards
into a semi blindness to the urgency of the sitmation and
lacking the sam= compelling nced for relief as the Non-
whites, it is difficult for us to respond to the need for strenu-
ous activity and greater sacrifice. Yet it is we, because we
are White, who are in the greatest danger of being forced
to conform, to become partners in the fascist programme,
and the crimes againet humanity which are being perpe-
trated in the name of “White Supremacy™

We dare not think: “It ‘Gan’t Heppes Here”, We must
bé resolved that it shall not happen here. We must defend
our organisations. We must heold them, cost what it may.

We must recognise that we are literally “on the barri-
cades” and we must hold them. Only the courageous and
strenuous efforts. of the rank and file members of our
organisation can avert the danger. The rank and file are you
and I and the other fellows. Those who have been doing and’
those who have been passengers. What we do or do not
do Now, will decide the issue, You have been warned. Be-
ware! Danger,
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BANNERS FLY AGAINST THE WIND.

HREE months of hard and energetic work by Legionnaires and
others came to fruition in Johannesburg on Saturday, 10th
October, when eighty-eight delegates drawn from Legion, Cengress
of Democrats and Democratic League branches met together to form
the South African Congress of Democrats. Delegates hod come from

Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, Durban and the Transvaal to this his-

toric meeting, from which has emerged the first national body in
South African history to proclaim its support for the UNO Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, an8l to declare that the Declaration
opplies to all South Africans without distinction of race or colour.

Under the chairmanship of Legion-
naire Peter B-eélwcld and Democratic
League's Lee Warden, the conference
discussed the nature and work of the
new organisation, adopted a constitution
and got down to business-like discussion
of future activities and plans of cam-
paign. After serious and careful debate,
in which members of all three sponsor-
ing bodies as well as other individual

delegates joined, the future of the new-

organisation was formulated by resolu-
tion:

“That the main objective of our
work shall be to win support for our
policy amongst those seetions of the
por.l\“zanbn mot catered for by the
Congress Movement.

That to make its work effective and
to achieve its aims and objects, the
organisation shall strive to establish
close fraternal relations with the Con-
gress movement at all levels of branch,
regional, and national organisation,
and shall work towards close unity
and alliance with the Congress move-
ment in all its political activities.”

A further ]res:éutliﬂn u?trtsﬁci the :lllla]

rt to be play y the worki 88
E:d trade :.Fniun movement in Eﬁ fight
for South African liberty, and pledged
the new organisation to active efforts
to enlist the support of the trade union
movement for its aims.

NO CURE-ALL.

“The Universal Declaration of Human
Rights cannot be peddled from door ¢o
door like a patent medicine™ one of the
delegates declared in the debate om

future work. “Our organisation must
campaign widely on each and every so-
cial and political issue that rises in

South Africa; we must try to win our
fellow citizens to support our policy on
each and every issue; and we must work
to lead them from that single act of su
port to a wider acceptance of our who
general aim, which is expressed in the

articles of the Universal Declaration!™

Delegates pinpointed what they con-
lii:luru-:lfg the most urgent and 1.I'ii'n|1-lr|:|nrn:|nh-
lems now facing the country, and urged
that the new organisation treat them as
first priority in the new organisation's
work. These were 1ha revolting, geno-
cidal attacks on the Indian people, un-
der guise of the preparation of the

Group Areas Act; the attempt of the.
Government to turn the African pecple
inté permanent, docile carriers of wood
and drawers of water, by the institution -
of "native education”, directed by the'
Mative Affairs Department, to fit the
African for the station in life to which
Dr. Yerwoerd has seen fit to call. him:
and the bannings of leaders from every
type of democratic, anti-Government
organisation, spreading a creeping para-
lysis over all who challenge the Fascist
\Hﬁ the Government is leading.
eadquarters of the S.A. Congress of
Democrats, it was decided, will be Jo-
hannesburg. Peter Beyleveld was unani-
mopsly elected National President, Lee
Warden Vice-President, and Jack Hodg:
son National Secretary, A strong execu-
tive committee was elected, and is al-
ready getting down to work to hring
something new into South Africa’s poli-
tical life. :

T

E South African citizens, united
sople to freedom and equali

of the United Nations Organisation.

: cate the principles of
for the maintenance of w

of Democrats.
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by a commen belief in the ril?hH of alf}

. |I: ty, proclaim our support for
versal Declaration of Human Rights" addpted by the General Assembly

WE are against all forms of inequality and discrimination and we repu.
diate as false the doctrines of racial inequality, of White Supromacy.
"Apartheid", trustegship and segregation.
E proclaim our conviction that racial conflict and national upprﬂiiﬁdﬁ
are linked with international conflict and war which thraatens the a
vancing standards of life and liberty of all mankind.
WE therefore found this South African Congress of Demec-ats to adve-
uality and the brotherhood of men, to sirive
peace and the ending of national discrimi-
nation and oppression, and to win South Africans to support a programme
of extending rights and liberties for all our people.
From the preamble to the Constitution of the Sou’’. ." frican Congress
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THE RACIALISTS UNMASKED

|T

is consoling to savour the unalterable truth and wisdom to be found in most
folk-sayings. Such a one is, "Truth Will Out!" Another runs, "Time Will Make .

Mention". And how reliable is, "As ye sow, so shall ye reap.” With regard to

the Group Areas Act, Time is, indeed, 'making mention' and Truth, i
phrasings, the concern of ihe commen (white] weal,

coming out. All the lofty

eed, is

ihe reterences to the findings of [Stellenbosch) professors, the appeals to Holy

Writ, which accompanied the introduction of
being revealed for what they were, syewash!

The Group Areas Act was presented
to the public as the cornerstone of apart-
heid, a policy, so we were told, dictated
by God to be implemented by the right-
cous Nationalist Government. Here was
an Act of Parliament guaranteed to keep
our white-red blood pure: to save our
daughters from ‘marrying Kaffirs'. Here
was an Act to keep the stream of our
Western, Christian eivilization unmud-
died by the crude culture of barbaric
peoples; an Act to preserve the stability

'y

of our political ‘democracy’, our tried '

and tested social patterns. No Minister
of State ever breathed that it was a
piece of trickery to swindle the Indian
commercial community out of its de-
cades-old trading rights and profits and
te hand those profitable undertakings at
bargain, giveaway prices to white ersi-
while business competitors. Not a whis-
per from the authorities of such nefa-
rious intentions.

ECONOMIC SPOILS.

But n%:'mthﬂ story is 1&&#1@& out. 'k['hr
game is bei iven awa e spokes-
men of smafl Eifﬁka.ue: hﬂs‘inﬁf inte-
rests in the Transvaal dorps, as they let
their feelings run away wi em be-
fore the two-man commission, represent-
ing the Land Tenure Advisory Board.
So blatant is the greed for economic
spoils at the expense of the Indian trad.
ers that local municipalities are quite
stupidly putting up ‘group areas
schemes which even Eu:]:lnmissiﬂn
cannot accept. As part of the pious
trappings of the original Act, the Gov-
ernment inserted a clause that removal
of race groups from one area lo an-
other must be effected with justice to all
concerned. Small wonder then that the
Commissioners are having to reject local
plans on the grounds that the plans show
a complete disregard for the safeguard-
ing clause.

en the Commission sat for the first
time last year at Lydenburg in the

Transvaal to consider the group-areas-
plan ared by the local Municipality,
the plan was opposed by the Springbok

Legion in a written memorandum.
Legion objected to the Act in principle,
holding that there was a mountain of

at savage, ignorant Act, are now

moral and democratic objections to &
scheme, which discriminsted against a
group of pm:ﬂ: solely on the grounds
of race. The Legion objected to the spe-
cific provisions of the Lydenburg plan in
that they took away. property, trading
rights, religious and educational buid-
ings, and the very livelihoods of the
Inﬁi&ms of the town WITHOUT COM-
PENSATION AND WITHOUT THE
PROVISION OF EQUAL FACILITIES
AND OPPORTUNITIES,

The Commission rejected the munici-
pality’s application on the grounds that
the alternative scheme did not measure
up to the demands of justice and
equity. -

Since then the Commission in the
Transvaal has sat in Carolina, Nyl
stroom, Balfour and Wolmaransstad —
and the Group Areas Act is very little
ncarer implementation.

THE NAZI SPIRIT.

What has emerged from these sittings
i5 the clear outline of bitter racial hat-
red, based on economic self-interest on
the part of the whites. Local éouncillors
are prepared to run their municipalities
into strangling debts so long as‘the ‘Koe-
lie’ can kicked - out, removed as a
business rival and his property taken
over. It was an easy job for Advocate
Dr. George Lowen at Nylstroom to show
the Commissioners that the Municipality
was bankrupt, that the figures of costs,
submitted by the council’s engineer, had
been ‘s-utkai’ out of hiz thumb’, that the
plan itself revealed no ‘justice and fair-
ness’, that there were no signs of racial
friction in the town and that the total
scheme was a blatant attempt of local
interests to grab the Indians’ valuable
property and trade, ..

What has shocked democratic South
Africans has been the naked appeal to
race prejudice and the unashamed re-
ferences to the Nazi’s filthy race theories
and inhuman practices, .

Speaking at the Nylstroom hearing,
Adv. Hiemsira, a Pretoria advocate, on
behalf of the Council addressed these
words to Adv. Lowen, who was a Jew-
ish refugee from Nazi Germany:

“My learned friend should know that

William Whiting looks
at Lydenburg's
Group Areas Scheme.

stupid are

as soon as the Jews had reached a cer-
tain percentage of the population, ani-
mosities arose against them. You will
find that right over the world. Especial-
ly if they concentrate on one profession,
And the Indian need not expect that
with him it will be different.” With these
words, Hiemstra openly pleaded the pre-
cedent of Hitler's regime,

Dr. Lowen replied that Adv. Hiemstra
had dragged in the fate of the Jews on
the continent at the hands of “history,
in the person of Hitler.”

“I regret,” Dr. Lowen continued, “that
Advocate Hiemstra's knowledge ;:E”Es-
tory has stopped with Hitler and he
has not learned what happened to those
twho trampled on humanity and ruined
?ﬁ -:’iealmyed those whom they did not
i .l

In a passionate vindictive peroration
Hiemstra revealed the race hatred and

cupidity of his clients. “From the da?'
the ians set foot in the Transvaal,
the State, as distinet from the people in
i;enernl, r i him as a danger.
f the outlook is dark for them, it is.
only because the sky is dark with the
wings of chickens coming home to roost.

The predecessors. of the Indians we have
today penetrated against the wish of the
Government, and what do we get? Not

_penitence, but a presumptuous challenge

te the owners of the country and we get
clamours for equality . . . position
that a foreign and alien element domi-
nates the commercial life of a town will
not be tolerated.” '

I+ becomes increasingly clear that the
Government is running info unexpected
froubles as it tries to put the Group
Areas Act into agumﬁnn. so blind and

the Transvaal Nationalists
for whom the scheme was first prepared.
It is not enough, however, that it should
be left to a clever advocate to have the
plans rejected on the grounds of their
impracticability, Only when the whole:
country is warring against racial dis-
crimination can we to rid
Africa of the evil, ignorant policies
which can lead us only to the edge of

ruin.
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VIA BANTU SCHOOL TO BONDAGE

A COMPREHENSIYE survey

of South African Mative Education would involve

a detailed examination of the existing ;rﬂum and a relay on the con-
troversy with which any student of educational problems to some extent must

be aware.

To give as comple.e a piclure of the South African scene as | am here

allewed

think | wou.d best start with a brief survey of revealed conditions.

In South Africa there were in 1949 just under two million African children

of school going age, of whom 38

per cent, or 760,000 attended classes. This

as compared with the 810,000 European of the same age, of whom about 100
per cent, are at school in the Union. With this great disparity in mind we ap-
proach the problem of African education as it exisis about is today.

Confronted with this situation the
Union appointed a Native Education
Commission in January 1947 under the
chairmanship of Dr. W. W. N, Eiselen,
Secretary for Native Alffairs, and this
Commission set to work almost imme:
diately. The report of the Commission
has given us an invaluable amount of
data with which we may occupy our-
selves, but it has also set in motion a
nation-dide controversy. There is fur-
ther, a bill passing through Parliament
which will bring into effect recommen-
dations of the Commission. We sec,
therefore, that this problem which con-
front us today is really one of no mean
importance.

FACTS AND FIGURES.

To illustrate, let me give you a few
more of the facts recvaled by the re-
port:

The wastage during the first few yecars
of school life is very heavy indeed;
three-quarters of the children in the
first standard (sub A) do not reach
standard Three, and enly about 3 per
cent. go on to secondary schooling of
&n}[_ kind.

he standard of achievement in the
schools has been markedly dzteriamlini
Reasons for this were given ia. a la
of qualified trachers (in the Transvaal
1,012 unqualified teachers were employ-
ed), the alarming number of one-and-
two teacher schools (they comprise 549
of the schools in the Union), large class-
es, poor equipment, and lack of ade-
quate supervision and guidance by Ban-
. tu supervisers and European Inspectors.

The Commission also considers that
if greater use were made of the home
language throughout Bantu schools
there would be an improvement. How-
ever, although this principle may be
practicable in homogeneous areas, it
presents an increasing problem in those
areas where classes are generally very
heterogeneous. Nor wuulgf it be wise
II:-n divide the urban townships on tribal
ines.

The complaint that the general orien-

tation of school work is too scademic’

poses one of the fundamental problems
of Bantu education, In the past occupa-
tional educational has met with too
many obstacles, the chief of which have
been the difficulty of placing skilled
African workers, and the opposition met
with from “European interests,
Provincial control of education, the
Commission feels, has had a prejudicial
effect upon the development ug Bantu
education. It has divorced education
from general development, and has led
tu anomalies and disparities among the
different Provinces. It is felt that, unless
a central authority administers Bantu
cducation, equalisation among the Pro-
vinces will not be achieved. It should be
rcmembered in this regard that the
1949/51 Commission is not the first
to recommend the transfer of control
o the Union, and many people engaged
in Bantu education have sup rtgﬁ ﬁlia
view on the condition that lﬁ: transfer
be made to an independent Education
Department, and not“to the Native Af-
fairs Depzrtment. Contained in the hill

on Native Education, now pasaing
through Parliament, is the provision to
transfer Bantu Education to the De-
partment of Native Affairs, and not to
the Union Education Department. The
main point of criticism against the bill
has been that the emphasis is laid on
the word “Native” rather than on “Edu-
cation”. The consideration of a possible
divisibility in education has been raised,
and is a point worth thinking of. The
first main recommendation of the Com-
mission deals just with this point.
The recommendation claims that Ban-
tu education must be thought of in
terms of “Social purpose™, Further, that
while the aim must be the development
of a modern progressive culture, cduca-
tion is connected not only with the in-
tellectual, moral and emotional develo
ment but also with the socio-economic
development of the Bantu as a people.
Professor Murray, a member of the
Commission, is strongly opposed to this
idea and says that “education is not
there to prepare the individual to some
seconceived form of society. Society
ollows the natural tempo of man who
does not come into being for sociefy's
sake; the community will develop fr
the individual,” :
SOMETHING DIFFERENT. .
All the Commissioners do a
thongh, that Bantu education will
to be something diffzrent from Eur#
pean education, as the pupil comes froim

[Continued on pago 14, ’
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Bug Bites Bliliskottel

By ELWOOD C. CHOLMONDELEY.

| MUST protest at the injustice that the

capitalist press has done Blikskoitel-
berg, by ignoring our scheme for Group
Areas. It ma}rmfe true that Nylstroom
stands at the source of one of the world's
mightiest rivers, or that Balfour is nam-
ed after one of its most two-faced Declar-
ations; but | can say without boasting
that what we, in B]isz;ullelsherg., are do-
ing about the problem, will be a beacon-
Iigﬁlt for all real South African patriots
to follow — even though the jingo press
bovcotts us.

As one of its oldest inhabitants, | can
claim to know what I'm talking about.
L was in on II'LE ufim-ussiulns_ riiﬁi at the

eginning; which iz only right seeing.
I'm the mayor. Piet Stu:l'ft-.{c:ame straight
lo me, man to man, and said to me:
‘Mr. Mayor® he zaid, ‘I'm sick and tired
of that bliksem.” “Wat se bliksem is die?’
| asked him, rather surprised; because
Piet is not a talking man as a rule.
‘Daardie bliksemse Cassim Naidoo® he
said, spitting gently on the floor of the
kitchen.

It took some prying, because Piet is
not a talking man as a rule; but at last
T got it straight. It seems Naidoo, with-
out s0 much as a ‘If-you-don't-mind’ told
Piet bluntly, ‘Sorry! No more credit.
Considering Piet’s lﬁrm cts — he does
grave-digging for the Council on piece-
work rates, and we've had a very healthy
year amongsl onr ninety-seven citizens
— | felt there was some justification for
Naidoo's point of view. But before I had
time to appear really bloody angry at
his bloody cheek, Piet said calmly:
“Think I'll tuke over his shop; that’ll
teach the bastard!™

Well that rather rocked me, what with

the slump in grave-digging this year. So
I said * hu%n. And wint il you use for
money?” 1 thought that would shake

him; but he just looked at me with
scorn and said ‘Money? Money? Whosze
talking about money? Watter soort Na-
. sionalis is jy? I'll use the Group Areas
Act” he sﬂicr shortly, and walked off.

Well that set me thinking. I was so
busy thinking 1 had no time to do any
work that day. And after supper I said
to Hettie: “Think I'll take over Moosa's
shop. Damned Eiﬁ!]t better than walking
my bloody feet off as locust control offi-
cer. Hettie just said calmly ‘Ja, my skat-
tie’ in the way she has when she doesn’t
believe a word I'm saying, but can’t be
bothered to argue. So I thought *Alright!
I'll show }fnu%}l

And by golly I did. I got hold of
this advocate fellow who writes the
books about things like this, and took
a few tips — strictly on the Stadraad’s
account. And at the next meeting of the
Raad | showed them a thing or two as
well. ‘Doesn’t it make you despair for
the future of your children, to see this
mixing of the races?’ 1 asked them.
‘Do you want us all to be a coffee-colour
in ten years time?’ [ could see that
shook du Plessis, what with his mena-

rie of coloured skeletons in his cup-

oards. I had them in my hand, like
that! Piet Stoffel seconded, and we
agreed to draw up a scheme for group
areas.

It wasn't all plain sailing either. We
all agreed to move Naidoo and Moosa
out of the dorp; that was easy. We
fought like hell over who was to take
over their shops. Piet was for drawing
lots; but I fixed him by proposing seal-
ed tenders, the shops going to the high-
est bidder. I fixed a ring: with van
Heerden, who's the only man hereabouts
with any money — he'd put up the
cash and I'd pay him back from the
profits.

That advocate fellow put uE a fight
at the Board, I can tell you. But some
slimy Johannesburg lawyer got up and
said that the Board couldn’t even con-
sider the scheme until we made propo-
sals where the Indians were to go to.
Seems we overlooked that, and it de-
layed matters a bit; and led to another
hell of a fight on the Raad. Van Heer-
den had a piece of rocky outerop on the
top of the ridge; Robinson had a piece
ufP brak-land next to the swamp; and
Smit has that old quarry, They all want-
ed to sell to the ﬂaad; well, I saw my
chance and fixed it for van Heerden, on
condition I didnt have to return the
money he put up for me to buy the
shops. Fair's fair,

is time we had a full session with
the advocate fellow, and really gave him
the works. I told him the story Ou
Piet always told me when I was a child,
about how Moosa had given him a dud
sixpence for change and then refused to
take it back. I told him about how Nai-
doo charged us four-and-six for a hal
for Lettie, and then sold one just like
it to the du Plessis family for four bob,
only a year later. I told him how Mooza
thY only been in Blikskottel for seventy-
two years, not more than fifteen years
before Oupa got there. But he seemed

to be getting tired or something, because
he turned on me and said: ‘Dammit!
Which side are you on?’ I didn’t like
the tone of that; but you have to hand
it to him. He did a damn fine job at the
next meeting of the Group Areas Board.

‘Slimy Indians, infiltrating into Euro-
pean areas where they're not wanted’ he
told them. ‘White population, race
proud, up in arms' he taf}d them, “Safe-
guard our children's future, no bastard
race for Blikskottel, this is justice bet-
ter than they mete out in India to their
untouchables’ he told them. I tell you,
Robey Leibrandt couldn’t have done bet-
ter. But Naidoo's shyster lawyer from
Johannesburg stuck his dirty nose in.
Wanted to know what two Indian fami-
lies were E-U]}rﬂﬁd to live on, ten miles
from town. And what about water on
the van Heerden site? ‘They can trade’
our advocate came back, quick as a
flash; ‘and what's wrong with rain-
water ?’ That had the shyster stymied
for a minute; but then l{e wanted to
know who was going to pay for houses
for them. Van Heerden, who's the only
fellow with any money hereabout, and
the only local taxpayer, turned pale, said
a few words to our advocate fellow and
the hearing was adjourned for the time
being, to let us sort that one out.

I must say that there are some Blik-
skottelers, who've got no patriotism, who
think that the new owners of the lu-
dians’ shops should pay for the new
houses, But I ruled the motion out of
order. ‘Remember what the advocate fel-
low told ws' I said to them, and vou
should have seen them cower. is
group areas Act will, in the words of
our great leader and Prime Minister be
carried through with justice and impar-
tiality. No one will suffer, and all will
benefit from separate racial areus!™
Well, that fixed them. But for the mo-
ment the problem remains unsolved.
Next meeting we're going to discuss a
motion by Sgt,uffel that the Government
be asked to double the tax on the Jews
to pay for this fine scheme of national
uplift. The advocate fellow iz all in fav-
our — thinks we can’t slip with that, so
it will probably go through.

And then just watch Blikskottelberg.
We'll set an example to the nation of a
fine, purified, upstanding, Christian,
god-fearing, honest, all-white communi-
ty, with no more incense burning in our
main-street shops. And then I can teli
vou, Nylstroom, Balfour and all the rest
will follow where we have led. But by
gi:l]r, this patriotism is an uphill strug-
gle,
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“WE WON’T BE YANKED INTO WAR!”

Writes George Cross — Secretary of Britains Ex-serxicemen for Peace.

"There are ten million ex-Service men and women in this country . . . Isn't
it ¥ime that we stirred ourselves and fought together in an crganised manner to
save Britain from the unprecedented horrors that threaten us and our families

«+ . What a force for peace we could be,
From a letter written to tha Press

by Capt. Robert Gaitt—August, 1950.

The hundreds of letters of support which our founder Bob Gaitt received in

response to his appeal gave clear proct that the ex-Service men and women of
this country were determined to work for a meaceful Britain.

On October, 1950, the inaugural meet-
ing tock place in London and the Ex-
Service Movement for Peace began its

campaign.

“;::ds.el::larad at that time that we were
not in opposition to any other ex-Service
organisation — our job was Peace, and
for the past three years the Movement
has been putting before the people of
Britain, especially ex-service people, the
idea of Peace by Negotiation.

Sometimes we have worked on our
own. On other occasions we have co-
operated with other peace organisations.

‘e have always urged our Branches and
Groups to co-operate with everyone who
genuinely desires peace. :

The majority of our membership
being Reservists, we were in the fore-
front of the immense test movement
which swept throu e country in the
early months of 1951 against the call-up
for training of “Z” and “G" class re-
servists. E.SM.P. action on this ques-
tion rallied public opinion, thus fore-
ing the Government to think again and
nsune the period of training from the
suggested three months to 15 days. This
year there has been no callup of “Z"
and “G" men — we remain vigilant!

FIRMLY ESTABLISHED

This was an early success, but it
brought on the usual smear tactics of
certain sections of the press and some
persons in high places. However, these
attacks failed to shake the membership
and the Movement iz now firmly and
surely established. :

As ex-Service men and women, some
of whom have served in two wars against
German militarism, we are naturally
opposed to the rearmament of Germany
and we consider that the premature re-
lease and reinstatement of Nazi war cri-
minals a shameful betrayal of our dead
comrades. .

We ask the British people to consider
the justice of a situation where Krupp

is released from ilil and compensated

tv the tune of ns of ‘pounds when
a totally disabled British ex-serviceman,
who was probably maimed by a Krupp

/

weapon, is only paid a pension of fifty-
five shillings a week!

Likewise we condemn the remilitarisa-
tion of Japan and the reformation of
the notorious monopolies whose support
for the Japanese war machine is well
known.

Having spent 3 s of my life
as a prisoner of tz% maat warxﬁng
on the Death Railway, I feel very

Service men and women in all lands can
serve the cause of World Peace, we have
sent delegates to Poland, the Soviet
Union, the Congress of the les for
Peace in Vienna, Our National Organis-
er, Allan Schafer I:.i'h at l.hekmnment,
journeying across Europe making con-
tact with ex-Service organisations in the
countries through which he is passing,
We maintain close contact with the
American Veterans for Peace, the Aus-
tralian Legion, The Association Repub-
licaine des Anciens Combattants of
France and, of course, the Springhok
Legion.

One of our policy peints which has
become increasingly important is our
stand for the independence of our coun-
try. At the second Nalional Conference

the forces unnecessary.

“Deace Creds

THE AIMS OF THE BRITISH EX-SERVICE MOVEMENT FOR PEACE.
B To revive comradeship of ex-Service men and women to work for Peace.
B To promete friendship between ex-Service men and women in all lands.
B That there is no issue in the world toda

peaceful negotiations, which therefore makes the recall of Reservists o

B The Movement opposes the rearmament of Germany and Japan.
B The Movement stands for the independence of our country.

that cannot be settad By

strongly on this question. My experienc-
es and the terrible fav of many of my
comrades in that Siamese hellhole have
spurred me on in the struggle to stop
that sort of tragedy happening again.
PRESS BOYCOTT

Because the majority of the British
press boycott news of peace activities,
we dﬁcid};d to start our own paper —
“Ex-Service News” — and this has been
appearing monthly since February,
1951. We came up against another boy-
cott, as most newsagents would .not dis-
tribute our paper and so our members
have to go out on the streets and =ell
it. At a recent ex-Service ru[l! in Lon:
don over 200 copies were sold in a few
hours!

Our Branches and Groups have always
been encouraged to put across the

. “peace point-of-view” from the platform

and open-air meetings are held in many
m of the country every week. In
lon, for instance, three different

mauhn.ﬁl are orgamised every Sunday
throughout the year.
Believing that friendship between ex-

opposition to the stationing in out’poun.
try of foreign troops . . . The presence
here of American troops not subfct to
British Law" they declared *'is desboral-
ising hoth for them and for our péfgple.”
Just as we realise the importance f an
independent Britain, we realisey! too,
that the independence of colonial’ goun-
tries is a vital necessity if world Beace
is to be assured. i

In the three years of our exist we
have turned into hardened campaigners,
Many of our members who had never
spoken on & public platform before are
now “star” performers.

We have learnt that results do not
come easily, but we are confident of the
outcome of our struggle.

In conclusion, may I, on hehalf of the
ESM.P., send cordial greetings to our
comrades in the ringﬂlk Legion. We
watch your activities with great interest
— We admire your courage — We know
that your work to defeat fascism and
end racial strife in your own country is
; -most valuable contribution to World

Eace,
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DO SPRIRALS LIE? ucmus

iT is a common heresy, in times of inflation, that since prices are based upon
costs of production, any increase in wages — in so far as they contribute to
increased costs— must compel an upward movement in the cost of living.
On the face of it this point of view is not illogical. It would seem that, since
the burden of a higher wage bill is almost invariably shifted by the producer to
the consumer, a rise in prices must inevitably result, ..

But closer examination of this appar-
ently inescapable proposition must re-
veal it as an absurdity. In the first place,
if the above were true it must follow
that no increase in real wages is pos-
sible, since money wages must always
move in inverse ratio to the purchasing
power of money. Secondly it makes no
allowance whatsoever for variations in
the degree of intensity and efficiency
of labour and would almost seem to
argue that the size of profits is a con-
trast so that, if an increase in the wage
bill is not compensated by a higher
price for the product, it must of neces
sity reduce profitability. Since, how-
ever, it is characteristic of inflation that
wages, prices and profits all move in the
same dl;bmiun but by no means pro-
portionately, profits often outstripping
wages and prices, the above assumption
is ly too slick.

The fallacy in the whole argument is,
I think, already clear. For while it is
difficalt to deny, in a capitalistic socie-
ty, that wages prices amip profits do, as
a rule, move in the same direction, it
would be a futile labour fot any econo-
mist to try to argue that, there is an
invariable relationship between these
three factors. Thus wages may increase
while yet comprising a smaller percent-
age of total costs, or wages may increase
as an overall item in costs whilst drop-
P;lgg sharply in the cost per unit of
production; or wages may Increase as
a monetary outlay while yet they fall
in relation to the oulput per unit of
W

onsider these examples:

“(a) 10 men, receiving each £10 per
week, produce 100 tables each priced at
£5: Total w bil—£100, Total value
of ut 2

Ratio of wages to output—2045.

{(b) 10 men, each receiving £15 per
week, produce 150 tables, each priced
at £5. Total wage bill—£150. Total
value of output—£750, Ratio of wages
to output—209%.

Here one has a 509 increase in
wages without any resulting increase in
price of the product, since by means of
a speed up of work as with the aid of
more efficient machinery the productivi-
ty of labour has increased proportion-

ately to the increase in wages.
Or another example:
The price of afgiuen roduct is £5 per

unit, made up of the following factors:
R o e e e e i L
Raw Materials __ __ __ __ __ £2
Overheads __ ._ __ __ __ __ £l
2 A DO A R LS G S - |
£5

As a result of a shortage of manpower

‘wages increase, output increases due to
a speed up of work, and therefore fac-
tors per unit of production alter thus:—

Wages £1 (since output increases pro-
portionately to increase in wages).

Raw Materials, £2. (Since the amount
of raw materials per unit is unchanged).

Overheads, 15- (Since -:mrh;adg are
spread over a larger output),

Profits £1 5/-.

Total, £5.

Thus an increase in wages, far from
reducing profits, has led to an increase.

To go a ste r: it is a funda-
mental principle of Economics that with
the development of Ind , the ratio
between labour costs and d capital
is constantly altering in favour of the
latter. Thus, with increasing mechaniza-
tion or, to use t]le-'fhrns.eniugy of Econo-
mists, with the development of more
roundabout methods of production, the
amount of Iahuu:*l md?:mm{:h T yﬁ:t of
output is constantly ini . This is
aelipwidﬂrh for: o

If 10 hours labour produce 10 units
cach unit has cost 1 hour, but

if the efficiency of labour, aided by
mun: efficient machinery, doubles, so

at

10 hours of labour produces 20 units,
then each unit has cost half an hour.

Since however, the increasing effi-
ciency of production is a law of capital-
ist development, the principle that the
cost, in unite of time, of labour unit
of production constantly dimi may
be stated as a generalization applicable
to all forms of industry — even to agri-
culture, given that the quality of the soil
is a constant.

Thus the position where an increase
in the money wages of labour must of
necessity result in increasing cost of
prices, far from being the norm, is a
very special case, and may, for all prac-
tical purposes, be discarded.

f course, if wages rise without a
compensating increase in productive effi-
ciency, then a rise in costs and prices
will probably follow. However, such a
case cannot be general — except perhaps
in the ve ort run — gince those
firms which do not increase their effi-
ciency will eventually be forced out of
business in the normal course of trade
com tion,

 if 'fhhﬂﬂfhlﬂh:kcm‘ r;Iﬁ”f incﬁza;a in

€5 ol spiral of inflation™ is
:ﬁeareﬁmi device, mfiﬂr-!bjffiﬁ.e entre-
preneur hopes to increase his pﬂ;ﬁh at
the expense of general incomes. It may
be true that the immediate effect of a
rise in wages is to raise prices or dimi-
nish profits, but this is not true in the
long run.

It is quite true that the rate of profit
throughout industry as a whole con-
stantly tends downwards, but one must

look elsewhere for the reason why this is
50,

Phone 5-3493.

Locomotive Hotel |
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YOUTH FOR UNITY

Youth Festival —

Oﬂhm-k-mdufﬁnlﬁﬁandlﬂh

1953, By A. P.

September a camp was held on a farm

outside Johannesburg with the motto 'Peace, Friendship, Racial Harmony' as

its theme.

On Saturday afterncon
arriving. People
through meeting eack other they

— and cial le — be
of all WPTH? creeds, S Jomng. uope s

people with one idea in common—

could develop that understanding which could

bridge the gaps between them. In his opening address Mr. Julius Lewin carried

this theme

rther, and gave UNO as an example of how representatives of

peoples and nations can meet, at a higher level, and achieve similar objects.

A varied ing's entertainment was
about to start , hey presto! the
lights went out. All cfforts to get them
workin in failed, but the Iﬁund-
natured audience — they had swelled to
a thousand by now — demanded that
the concert start anyway, and so by the
light of a hurricane lamp and two fires
the singers and dancers performed. Most

ular of all were Legionnaire Gu

uth with his very topical songs, an
the Devi Sisters, with their fascinating
and still partly traditional Indian danc-
es. At eleven o'clock dancing and much
consunring of boerewors and steak be-

Eul!‘l.mmd the fires were many cheerful
groups, chatting whilst their meat cook-
ed, whilst on dance-floor the excel-
lent band was rﬂ:nunfbeing u“tdﬂdn?:lu by
impromptu circles of singing an P

ing ]ru?.:gntcm ‘].-hﬁhwe.ﬁ ‘Freedom
gm *"and the song which came out of
the Defiance Campaign “Volunteer’ were
strong favourites. It was heart-warming

to watch a young Indian lad take an
African 'lmuusthtwtiﬂmdﬁkh:-

draai with her in the middle of the cir-
cle, to see Africans, Europeans, and Col-
oureds, with arms linked, vying with
each other to see who could sing the
loudest, The warmth and the friendliness
were quite overwhelming! A young Afri-
can next to me said: ‘T keep on_ think-
ing that this must be a dream, that I'll
: up soon. Why can't it dwnrn be
like this for us in South Africa?

rica
REAL UNDERSTANDING

So great ?ﬁll the :q:d.ri;1 that t!li::v dnrm;
ing went on all night, and very wen
about the fires until first light. Thr
such informal gatherings is true under-
standing created. Early next morning the

‘Very young dren came into their
own. Team s and races were or-
ganised for , and with great excite-

ment they threw the balls and climbed

through the huﬁ for their teams. At
the end, when 1'_rnllr=ﬂﬁwdprl!ﬂ.

a little Indian girl turned to her pig-
tailed European partner in the three-
m& race (they were still tied to-

r) and said, a little wistfully: “But
it was us that won it, wasn't t?" The
grown-ups would not accept their spec-
tators’ role for long, and soon, excited
as the children, they were runming as
fast as they could in the same races.
One Legionnaire, who shall be nameless,
moved, as he thought, ‘like Zatopek® but
looked more like a puffing steam-engine,
with arms flaiing and E‘nm at Eigh*
raised position.

-The great event of the morning was
the football match between the ‘0Old
Crocks’ and the ‘Youngsters’, followed
by a more serious match. Dan Twala
proved himself to be absolutely impar-
tial as a referee, and as a ‘result, al-

thodgh Dr, Imje kicked the ball in the
w direction once or twice, l._l:ul
Yﬁf‘nmu seemed to the entire

match vainly following ball about,
the “Old Crocks’ soli goal by Ad-
vocate Slove was allowed, and to every-

ones’ hilarious congratulations, they
came off the field the wvictors. The
Alexandra Hieﬁ]ll School team acquitted
themselves well against a team which
contained provincial University players,
and then everyone returned to camp to
picnic in the shade of the trees, In the
afternoon we were regaled with an in-
teresting display of ics, and
then the Fﬂﬂlv.l{ with some fine
singing by a choir a bundred and fifty
strong.

STRUGGLE FOR PEACE

Robert Resha, A.N.C. Youth leader,
spoke on the need for the development
of the spirit of the Festival, of our
friendship with the youth of the world,
and of our importance in the struggle
for peace. This message has remained
with us, and has increased our determi-
nation to make the next Festival an even
greater success. Mext time it will be the

of South Africa we hope to see
articipating, and not only those of the
eef. Our week-end in September will
always be remembersd as a landmark
in the cause of racial harmony in our
country, and as a warm symbol of what

Liberal Candidate States

A FIGHTING FAITH

The questions below were put by “Fighting Talk” to both
candidates in this month's Johannesburg Municipal Elections.
Dr. B. Wilson, United Party Candidate, failed to reply.

We are privileged to print the forthright answers of Mr. L. L.

Cooper, the first Liberal Party

office in South Africa.

(i) Whst' palior would you 42

: t Iy W you advocate
with 3 to the Government’s
P for the removal of the
Wihie poltoy de Teu ALK fe!

t 1 o you e
Gﬂltllt:ﬂo ahczu]d ﬁnpt with mgc.:lig
to (a) the right of non-Europeans
to leass the City Hall, Sel;me
Hall and Duncan Hall?

(b) The holding of public meetings
on the City Stepa?

Do you consider that the City Coun-
cil should accept the basic princi-
ples of the Group Areas Act and

accordingly submit a scheme in
terms of Act?

(2)

(3)

Candidate to stand for public

ANSWERS.
| am opposed to the Government's
proposals for the removal of Non-Eure-
peans from the Western Areas.

Mon-Europeans should have the same
rights to lease the City, Selbourne and
Duncan Halls as any other citizen,

| am in favour of citizens having the
right of free speech and | think that the

Hall steps constitute a good citi-
zen s forum.,

[ ]
| consider that the City Council should
reject the basic principle of the Group
Areas Act and therefore not submit any
scheme in terms of the Act.
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SUGAR over the CARRIBEAN

“B.B. VERSUS P.P.P.

Those initials tell in one line the harsh realities behind the astounding events

in British Guiana. "B.B." stands for Booker Brothers, the

three-quarters ‘of the
Progressive People's Party.

. Bookers are accustomed to lordin
it in British Guiana. In 1927 a Briti
Parliamentary Commission described
the colony as a “planmcra?u or govern-

ment of sugar, by sugar, for sugar.”

Like the Gold Coast, British Guiana
has a phoney “democratic constitution”,
under which elections are held and a
Parliament elected, but vital powers are
exercised and veto rights reserved by
the British-appointed Governor and his
nominees, Unlike Dr. Nkrumah, how-
cver, the P.P.P, leader, D:. Jagan, was
not prepared to play nicely at the game
of being nominal Prime Minister and
thus to help British Imperialism in main-
taining the fiction of independent sell-
 government in his country.

The new Constitution came into opera-
tion last April.

Both before and after the elections
last April, from which it rmerged with
flying colours and a ;weerin majority,
the P.P.P. agitated ceaselessly for con-
stitutional reforms which would effect
a transfer of real power to the people of
the celony. Worst of all, from the point
of view of the sugar kings, following
the great 25-day strike of sweated lab-
ourers on the plantations n:t:entlf, the
Jagan ministry raised very sharply the
question of trade union recognition and
insigted that the sugar monopolies meet
the leaders of the men for liz purpose
of eollective negotiation of an agreement,

GREAT CAUSE.

Now this was clearly an act of high
freason, sedition and lesé majeste.
"Bookers is not merely a business, it is
a cause,” said Mr. J. M. Campbell,
chairman of the com , recently an-
nouncing a tax-free ﬁnu: of &d. per
share over and above the substantial
ordinary dividend. The sugar meonopo-
lies' backed by substantial aluminium in-
terests owning mines in Guiana ("The
United States, Britain and Canada
should Enilﬂ'l? take steps to Brit-
ish Guiana from falling under Commu-
nist leadership," nidnilr. R. F. Powaell,
chairman of |£u Aluminium Company of
Canada which has £14 million assets in
the colony) made representations to the
Churchill Government,

sugar kings, whe control

colony's principal product. P.P.P. are the initials of the

Orders like that receive prompt atten.
tion in Whitehall. In short order a bat-
Ueship full of troops disembarked at
Georgetown to the astonishment of the
inhabitants of this small colony — popu-
lation 365,700 — where conditions of
complete tranquility had till then pre.
vailed, Governor Savage promptly sus-

ended the Constitution, dFilsmissed Par-
iament, Cabinet and all, and has since
ordered the arrest of some of the Cabi-
net Ministers.

ACCUSATION.
After these discreditable operations

were over, the Colonial Office issued an
indictment against the Jagan adminis-
tration, in order to justify its incredible
actions in thus forcibly ousting a demo-
cratically elected minisl‘.rﬂ'. Surely there
can never have been a thinner case put
forward for such serious actions!

People’s Progressive Party, it said, had
sent delegates to Peace conferences, and
congresses of youth and women, and
these conferences were “Communist.”
The Party had attempted to set up its
own Yyouth movement in competition
with the Y.M.C.A., These and similar
footling “accusations” make up the case
of the British Government. No “Mau
Wau." No bandits. No “Moscow agents.”

Really, Whitehall is getting soft in the
hrad.

Hhough things were tranquil in Gui-
ana when the troops landed, its a safe
bet that they won't be from now on.
The oppressed people of that colony
have §v¢n clear expression to their de-
mands for freedom and independence,
and the grim, heroic events of Malaya
and Kenya show us that it is easier these
days for imperialism to order its troops
into & colony than to get them out again,
The military resources of British impe-
rialism are being spread as thin as its
propaganda.

The population of British Guiana is
mainly non-white, of African and In-
dian origin. Small wonder that during
its brief six-month term of office, the
Parliament voted there to condemn Ma-
lan"s apartheid policy in South Africa,
Small wonder, too, Smt the peoples of
Africa and Asia have expressed in no

uncertain terms their solidarity with the
people of that gallant litde country.
The Guianese have wrilten and are
writing a not unimportant chapter in the
story of the colonmial peoples’ march to
freedom from imperialism which is one

of the great realities of this second half
of the twentieth century.

MAYFAIR ESTATE AGENCY

(PTY.), LTD.

Sales of Property Negotiated.
Bonds Arranged. Insurames Transached.

134 Ceniral Avenue, MAYFAIR.
Phone 3B-11%1. Box 26, Fordiburg.

Tel. 22-9977.

Frederick Furnishers

(PTY.), LTD.

| COMPLETE HOUSE FURNISHERS
Metre Centre, Bree Street,
JOHANNESBURG |

FIGHT T.B.

SUPPORT THE ALEXANDRA ANTI-
TUBERCULOSIS ASSOCIATION,

14 Asher's Buildings, Joubert Street,
Johannesburg.

PLAY PRODUCTION.

The Regent Players are presenting
R. C. Sheriff's “Journey's End” at the
Library Theatre, Johannesburg from
Thursday, 26th November to Saturday,
12th December, Cecil Williams is pro-
ducing, and the fine cast includes Pat
Trevor, Warren Sands and Maurice
Horwitz.
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GUILTY »—~

NﬂT long ogo we were morbidly fascinated by the story of an apparently mild, inoffensive little man
who quietly murdered women in unusually large quantities, and disposed of their bodies around his

house and garden,

His trial raised the old question whether a man so obviously
mentally ill can be held responsible for his crimes. The general prin-
ciples on which British law operates in such cases are that: insanity
is a defence if it can be proved that the person who committed the
crime, at the time that he did it suffered from such a disease of the
mind as not to know the '‘nature and quality of the act” he was doing;
or if he did know, that he was not aware he was doing a moral wrong.

If the lunatic understands the differ-
ence between right and wrong, says the
law, then the case for punishment is
made out.

This is a difficult problem, for it is
so hard to draw a line between sanity
and madness. As Michael Maloney R;“
it in the journal ‘Family Doctor’: “No
completely normal man will cornmit mur-
der, whether he kills little girls for per-
verted sex reasons or clubs a widow to
death for gain. Questions of public safe-
ty also enter into a jury’s calculations.”

Perhaps the way that most people feel
about it is that whether a man iz insane
or not may affect the type of punish-
ment, but should not prevent the public
from being protected from hi. possible
insane acts of the future.

COMMON AILING.

These points come to mind when con-
sidering the South African political
SCENE.

Obviously there is madness in a man
who (as was alleged in a case in the
press recently) gets annoyed when driv-
ing a car because an approaching car
hﬁeﬂ to dim its lights, sees two African
clistz a d:uuPle of hundred yards fur-
Euyer on, says ~Kom, ons ry die donders
dood” (according to the evidence giv-
en), veers to the left and kills one of the
cyclists, It is a common madness that
afflicts thousands — hundreds of thou-
sands — of people in South Africa, and
evidence of which appears every day in
our press, or in our daily lives.
for instance the question of
blood. Scientistz all over the world in-
sist that there are only four different
blood groupings, all of which are com-
mon to all races of mankind, Then what
kind of madness iz it in the South Afri-
can mind that insists on special panels of
Indian and Native ]}Iﬂlge donors, kept
separate from European, and used ex-
clusively for the racial group which

gives it? Think of any white South Af-
rican dying for lack of his particular
blood type, who (let’s just imagine this
situation) can only get blood from an
African, or an Indian; what a terrible
choice! And if it is said that in such a
situation any man would accept the ‘col-
oured’ blood, does that not simplg un-

e Lo-

derline the insanity of our attitu
wards blood banks?

5.A.R. CHAOS.

Or take the new Johannesburg Station,
Perhaps you have stood in awe before
this vast, elaborate, far-flung maze of
roads, platforms, entrances, offices, —
all infinitely complicated because of the
necessity of providing ‘apartheid’ for all

non-European announcements.”

I say: Is this not a form of insanity?

Then take the Immorality Ael, There
were several cases reported in the papers
when the Act first became law, OUne was
of an old European man of 67 and a
non-European woman of 70 who were
arrested at 3 o'clock in the morning.
They had been living as man and wife
for the past twenty-five years; another
was of a European man and non-Euro-

woman who had lived together for

years, and had three children. They
were fvm a comparatively light sen-
tence, but for a second offence, said the
judge, the punishment would be more
severe . . . “the accused must realise
they must not consort together as man
and wife in the future.” t the famil
be broken, let their lives be destroyed,
but uphold the ‘morality’ according ic
white South Africa. [ say: Is this not =
form of insanity?

NORMAL?

In just over a month, three years ago.
I noted the following cases down thai
appeared in the press:

BUT INSANE!

sections. All this elaborate arrange-
ment, and then when the train comes
into the station, almost invariably the
Europeans and non-Europeans get com.
pletely tangled and mixed together as
they dash from one end of the platform
to the other finding their sections. (Be-
cause of course the white and non-white
entrances to the platform are alwaysz in
the same place, but trains come from
both directions!)

“The necessary apartheid require-
ments have of course, been thoroughly
observed” wrote a Staff Reporter in the
“Star” about the station loudspeaker
sytem, “‘the Native announcers have a
separate microphone to themselves and
do their announcing from a special cu-
bicle attached to the outside of the
trains enquiry office, Their voices, how-
ever, will for the time being travel over
the same network of wires and loud-
speakers. On the new station there will
be & separate network for European and

A young Malay school teacher was
convicted in Cape Town of ing
against a bench reserved for Europeans,

A European man was found guilty of
using a native lavatory on u Railway
Station (he said he ha.]:iyu-nl}r a few min-
utes to catch a train). “Today we are
trying to keep the races apart, and you
can surely see the difficulty you are cre-
ating by doing a thing |iie this,” said

the Magistrate,
A man was fined £2 for shooting a flat
servant who had not finished cleaning

his flat to his satisfaction.

A man was fined £10 for firing at a
15-year-old native employee who asked
him for his wages,

A man was fined £10 for whistling at
a non-European woman. (He pleaded
he was drunk at the time). Can one read
such cases and claim that we South Af-

[Centinued on page 13.)
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BUT INSANE

(Continued from page I1.]

ricans are normal and sane?

*“Doctor Says Blacks Sleep Better
Than Whites" said a newspaper headline
one eveming. “I believe that school feed.
ing is not necessary for Natives,” said
Dr. J. C. Coetzee, chief medical inspector
. of schools, in a memorandum to the
commission of inquiry investigaling
school feeding. The need for feeding at
school was greater for Europeans, he
said, for Native children were acclima-
tised to South African conditions; the
native’s mental make-up did not allow
him to use up unneccessary energy, and
at nights he went to bed early and’ was
ref d after adequate sleep. Dare a
sane person suggest that a hungry child
is hungry in any race or colour, or
would that be simply uninformed lay
opinion. Or am 1 right in saying: this
is insamity?

There is the. Western Areas Scheme.
The hundreds of thousands swcan rot in
hessian shanties or indescribable slum
‘shelters’ erected as a temporary mea-
sure nearly nine long 'wears ago. But
60,000 people must removed from
their homes in an area. comparatively
speaking, well-provided with shops,
schools, transport and other facilities
and moved to bare veld seven miles fur-
ther out, where comparable facilities

would not be available for years — if -

ever — to aaEf[lE' this peculiar form of
insanity that afflicts South Africans.

MADNESS5—TO GENMOCIDE

Or the Group Areas Act. Lydenburg,
Nylstroom, Brits, Balfour, Dundee seck
to uproot peaceful, law-abiding commu.
nities, to seize from their means of live-
lihood, to set them out in bare veld
where thev could no longer trade or
make a living, to deprive them of every-
thing they have built up — because they
are ‘Asiatics’,

This insanity of which I write is the
insanity that grips those who believe any
man is less than human if his skin is
not white; that makes assault and mur-
der seem rea-onable and right if com-
mitted again-t a black man; against
which reason cannot prevail.

South Africa is being tried before the
bar of the world for crimes against non-
whit~ people. Indignantly the Gowern-
ment spokesman cry “We are not guil-
ty: these things we do are reasonable,
normal, correct.” '

“The law is not really concerned with
insanity as such, but with criminal re-
sponsibility,” writes Maloney. For there
remains the fact that humanity must be
protected against those who are insane,
even of they consider their actions are
not wrong, and cannot be made to see
their moral responsibility. Society must
try to cure the insane, but until they are
cured, it must protect itsell against them.

Let humanity take steps to protect il-
self against the insanity of apartheid-
madness in South Alrica, I say South
Alrica can only plead before the United
Nations: CGuillty — but insane!"

—
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Maitland Street,
BLOEMFONTEIN

A MOUTHFUL ON GERMANY.

“To appreciate Dr, Adenaver’s poli-
cy, it is instructive to make a compari-
s0m een Western Germany and
South Korea. Both are satellite States
with a vested interest in the East-West
conflict; both were created by an arbi-
trary act of partition; both are depen-
dent on American support; both dread

the prospect that peace might break
out. Synghman Rhee is as resolutcly op-
posed as Dr. Adenauver to any settlement

except the unconditional surrender of the
enemy.

“Once Dr. Adenauer is permitted to
have his way in frustrating Four-Power
talks and a peaceful solution of the Ger-
man problem, Europe might become a
vaster and more horrible Korea. But
with this difference: The Federal Chan-
cellor (or his successor) would be no
L-xli-endible puppet. It would be he who
pulls the strings while the rest of us
dance mechanically to his tune.” (New

Statesman and Nalion—5/23/53).

Differing proposals for 4-Power talks
on Germany have come recently from
both sides in the cold-war dispute. One
thing is for sure. It's getting late. If
Europe is not to “become a vaster and
more horrible Korea,” there must be a
new kind of Germany — united, peace-
ful, democratic, The U.S.-British-French.
Soviet talks must be held now — and
they must not fail.

APOLOGY,
The caption underneath the picture of
a scene from “The Comedy of Errors™
which appeared in the September issue,
should have read, “By courtesy of ‘Ban
tu World' and Fum-irt, Main St., Jo-

hannesburg.”

BN TIME ALL THE TIME
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Sir, .
* 1 read with regret that our Chairman

has heen but I suppose it was
to be expected, as it is perfectly clear
that it is a long-range policy of fascist
ideology to break up democracy. by
starving the masses of information and
leaders, so that the rank-and-file will be
easily confused and blind to what is
gumsmhmmdinutberparta of the
world.

The Broederbond and the K.K.K. of
the same
sponsors who have their claws hidden
in certain financial circles and even
church circles, well le:m:ted by camou-
flage and cant. I feel time is against

m.

We lost a great wave of public spirit
by the faulty amateur Torch Commando
movement, which really had the re-
actionaries worried. Too many brass
hats and safe and comfortable people
kept democracy from developing in the
movement, which had a rare chance to
stop the rot and reverse the trend . . .

have a proposal to make, if it can
be su urter others. [ am prepared
to send you £1 a month to help our ex-
chairman live and meet your usual com-
mitments, If 60 or 100 others can be in-
duced to do likewise, it will relieve him
of anxiety. I would offer more but I am
only an artisan, married with a family
of three children and no reserves
Fraternal greetings,

Yours etc.,

0. R. MANN.
Cape Town.

(We have conveyed Reader Mann's
generous p to Mr. Williams, our
ex-chairman. Mr. Williams thanks Mr.
Mann most warmly fo: his comradely
thought and kindness offered. He sug-
gests, however, that all those readers
who might have wished to contribute to
Mr. Mann's scheme shi}:iill-‘e;lend a
mon contribution to ion in
nrda?l.{u keep the eessential work of
democracy going. In so doing readers
will best express their sympathy for

Mr. Williame’s inability to make his

maximum contribution to the struggle.

—Editor.)

Ei:l'-.

Everyone [ have spoken to about the
banning of Cecil Williams has had the
same reaction as | had — this is the
end! The pattern of events is absolutely
parallel to what happened in Hitler Ger-
many. Ask any CEI:eman-]EW living in
S.A. They know what hapmed and
they recognise the repetition . There
are hundreds of us wanting to crack
this beastly system before it is too late.
The truul:]e is there does not seem to

be a strong rallying point to direct us.
The Legion iz not stron

except in
Johannesburg, and the ral Party
and Federﬂl%’arty both seems to have

started off on the wrong foot as far as
real struggle is concerned. Where do
we go from here?

R. W. COOPER.
Port Elizabeth.

(We believe the answer lies with the
nwlrfarmtdﬂlﬂwﬂtﬂlﬁiriﬁnhlillmﬁc
Congﬁeu, with its policy ity,
a policy which makes it an immediate
partner with the African and Indian
Congresses. We suggest that in addition
to your Legion membership you start
working with the Democratic Congress
in Port Elizabeth.—Editor.)

- #* -
Sir, ;

It is sad that the Legion’'s analysis
of the United Party should have been
proved so dead right. The spectacle of
the U.P. in the past few months squirm-
ing on the Nationalist hook has been to
say the least unedifying. When will they
realise that the ONLY alternative to the
false ideology of “apartheid” is equali-
ty? It has ?i'sgust me beyond words
to see the crawling of the “rebels” to
the Nats.,, and to read of the ultimate
compromise the U.P. mnade when Malan
re-introduced the Separate resenta-
tion of Voters Bill. Why didn't the
U.P. throw it out, so that the Nats.
couldn’t get the two-thirds miuﬂtﬁi
Such cowardly and unstatesmanlike
haviour makes me more than ever con-
vinced -that only full pelitical, rivil and
economic rights for all*South Africans
will ever be able to bring peace and
prosperity to South Africa.

Yours etc.,

_ - B. WEINTRAUB.
Johannesburg.

... 'To Bondage

[Centinusd From page 4.]

a different background. This is stated
against the assertion that the African
nﬁ‘; has a physical and mental endow-
ment similar to the European child, and
while the educational I::uhnii[lue. ial-
ly in the primary schools, should be ad-
justed to cater for the different cultural

ackgrounds, the values to which educa.
tion should be directed are almost iden-
tical, This point is naturally more truc
in the integrated urban life of our grow-
ing industrial and commercial cities.
mﬁ}ne of the most hopeful statements
in the report is: “Although the general
socio-economic development plan advo-
cated by the Commission occupies an
essential position in its -recommenda-
tions, it must not be assumed that un-
til this plan has h~en worked out in de-
tail it will not be possible to proceed with
the reform of Bantu Education.” If the
advice of the Commission is followed,
and the practical matters dealing with
school Iifi are dealt with immediately
— if the E:E; of ﬂ?m is de:cr;daue:d, the
quality of the teaching improved, inspec-
tion put’on a new basis, and all the other
necessary things done, then the report
could mark a new era in the story of
Bantu education.

The educationist remembers, though
that many of the excellent recommenda-
tions of the 1935/36 Inter-departmental
Committee on Native Education have
still to be implemented and wonders
if this is to be the fate of the educa-
tional, if not the socio-economiec,’ re-
commendations of |949-51. ;
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BOOK REVIEW:

REST IN THE MIDST OF STRUGGLE

BARH{)WQ Dunham, the author ol
Man Against Myth, has just pub-
lished an unusual and most stimulating
book on philosophy, Giant in Chains
(Little Brown & Co., Boston, U.S.A.).
It appears at the very moment of his in-
terrogation by the Un-American Activi-
Lies -Eummiuﬂe in Washingion, and his
subsequent dismissal from the Profes-
sorship of Philosophy at Temple Uni-
versity, Philadelphia.
Professor Dunham on March 21st was
resented by the Teachers’ Union of
iladelphia with an award as “the one
who had done most for education during
the year.” His brief and deeply moving
speech of dignified acceptance reflects
the spirit of the man, and by its sin-
cerity and simplicity wins not only ad-
miration for its autﬁnr, but indignation
and detestation for the enemies of free-
dom who are persecuting him and many
others. '
* “The alternatives offered me consti-
tuted really no choice at all. I could
either rtsudiate my past and my prin-
ciples and with them the integrity of the
teaching profession, The first of these
alternatives had as little power as if it

did not exist, and I followed the second-

with an ease which seemed almost
mechanical. The second path was not
without its thorns. T will not pretend not
to have known anxiety am}] uncertain
sleep .". . But I found myself comforted
by many rhinﬁa and [ would like to re-
port to you what those comforts were . .

There was an awareness, amounting
almost to serenity, that I was following
the right course and that its issue, how-
ever it might affect me, could not fail
lo benefit my profession and my coun-
try. With a feeling like that, as I have
now learned, a man can do almost any-
thing. There were the comforts that
came afterwards, when the deed was
done, the struggle joined, the bridge to

the past torn down for ever. I must tell
you that in the past three weeks 1 have
come to know a hapg:il;neu deeper and, as
it seems to me, nobler than that of my
previous years. It springs from the joy
of discovering that one can do what
must be done, from the further joy of
conquering old fears, and from tde fin-
est joy of all, of living amid the re-
newed and overbrimming love of
friends.

I say these things so that you may

By G W.C.

sense the true values of the contest. Our
persecutors try to make the crisis one in
which virtue is punished and vice be-
comes its own reward. But really they
are powerless to do so.

Fear they may cause, but not invin-
cibly; hate they can exite, but not for

I *
on'ﬁluru is mmifhinviniuhr about us,
their adversaries. e have bosomed
ourselves upon the future and in the
midst of the struggle we find rest."

THE CIVILISED FRANCHISE
CAN THE LEADERS BE
WRONG?

"Take, for example, the disfran-
chisement of American Negroes.
Our imaginary antagonist says that
he is democratically fond of Ne-
ml, but he does not think they
should vote until they have been
educated. Yery well, let us admire
his democratic fondness, But the
MNegroes will not be adequately
educated until they have adequate
access to schools. They will not
have adequate access to schools
until there are adequate leqisla-
tive appropriations. There will be
no adequa’e legislative appropria-
tions until le i:glninr: are elected
who will mli:nprnam the dis-
franchised. such legislators
will be elected until the disfran-
chised are allowed to vote.

Thus. our friend, in poestponing
the suffrage, postpones nlru the
education which is supposed to

uaﬁfm voters for the suffrage.
%1: change he zays he desires is
ane which he has rendered impos-
sible, and cynics may surmise that
he never really desired it."

(From Man Against Myth by

Prof. Barrows Dunham.)

"“THE LAND IS BRIGHT."

“There is no reason lo suppose
that the great progress which is
history will linger for ever at its
present stage. In our day, indeed,
events have attained so formidable
a tempo that a single lifetime, if
one is lucky enough to prolong it
sufficiently, will seem to conlain
maore than there once appeared to
be in history itself. The speed of
events, however, is not altogether
blinding. One can discern some-
thing of the direction and flow.
Ome sees especially the common
man, moved by his very humani-
ty, by the old unalterable need for
food and shelter, into the acquisi-
tion of new skills, new knowledge,
new modes of behaviour by which
his wants are now to be satisfied.
One sees him  discovering that
when a more co-operative social
behaviour  provides an ampler

| SUPPORT
the

| RED CROSS

SUPPORT THE .. %
NATIONAL WAR
MEMORIAL

HEALTH FOUNDATIOR

Standard Furnishing
CO. LTD.
Mew Address: 30d, 30e Yoortrek-

ker St., opp. United Building Sec,,
BENONI.

See our
CONTEMPORARY fEW'EDISH]
DISPLAY

I IT'S DIFFERENT Il




16

FIGHTING TALK

Navumher. 1953,

Woburn Pharmacy ‘

Hanary Mo, M.P5.

" 17 Wanderers 5t., JOHANMESBURG.

I Telephone 22-8324 P.O. Box 4018 |

Telegraphic and Cable Address:
"PORTERGERM"

DRAPERS AND COMPLETE
QUTFITTERS

HERBERT PORTER
& CO., LTD.

At the Subway — Germiston.
Phones 51-466 (3 lines)] Box 37. '

And at Witbank, Standerton and
Malvern. *
e e e e

TRUMP CLOTHING
MANUFACTURERS

[PTY.) LTD.
| CEMTRAL ROAD — FORDSBURG.
Phorne 34-4529,
Makers of:
TREETS TROUSERS
and
ACROBAT SUITS.

Support the . . . P

POL'O |
~ FUND

| ADELSON BROS.
(PTY.) LTD.
BAKERS

71, Booysens Road, BOOYSENS
Phone: 33-5855,
and 40 Commissioner Strest,
Phone: 33-B652,

JOHANMESBURG.

MEET TOUR FRIENDS

— AT THE —

BROADWAY
HOTEL

The Sportsman's Rendezvous

“ Juno Furnishing Co.

&4 KNOX STREET.

Phone 51-1106 - - GERMISTON.

FOR A SQUARE DEAL
CONTACT US

BARRIS BROS."

WHOLESALE MERCHANTS AND
DIRECT IMPORTERS

120 Victoria Street —— GERMISTON.

P.O. Box 146. Phones BI-1281; 51-3589.

p—_: —

Support your .
EX-SERVICE MEMBERS

LET °

PROMPT

PRINTING CO. [PTY.), LIMITED
Print it For You.
EETTER — PROMPTLY AND AT
NO EXTRA COST.
7 Harris Street, Westgate,
JOHANNESBURG.
P.O. Box 2225. Phone 33-7471

STEWART'S

REXALL PHARMACY
5. Joffe, MLP.5.

DISPENSING CHEMIST .
PHOTOGRAFPHIC SPECIALIST

280a, Louis Botha Avenmues,

—

ORANGE GROVE

Day Phone Night Phone
45-1810 45-1578

Bedroom Suites by

ANGLO UNION FURNITURE
~ MNMRS. LTD.

Stocked by

LEADING FURMITURE
STORES

Amper Alles vir Motor Yoerfule —
Almost Evarything for the Motor Yehicle

MILLERS UNITED

MOTORS
(PTY.) LTD.

WHOLESALE FACTORS TO THE
MOTOR TRADE

104 Marshall Street, Motortown,
JOHANNESBURG.

Telephone 33-131% P.O. Box 54462

Tel. Addrass: "MUMILA."

Day Phone 25-3963.
Might Phone 25-3T9L.

Malvern Pharmacy

CHEMIST AND OPTICIANS

Jules Street, Malvern,
JOHANNESBURG.

SOUTH AFRICA'S MOST
DELICIOUS SWEET PACKET

a. =

Unless otherwise steted, J. Podbrey, 5 Somer-
sat House, Fox Street, Johannesburg, is re-
sponsible for all political matter in this issus.

Published by the owners, The EF-rinqbnE Ll-gfﬂn, £ Somerset House, For Streat, Johannesburg.

Il Harris Strast, Westgate, Johannesburg,

Printed by Prompt Printing Co, (Phy.] LM,





