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WE ANSWER

WIDESPREJD interest was arowsed

b:,' Mr. Strauss’ srﬂ.tm';!r.:lus attack on
the Springbok Legion’s pamphlet, “Ac-
tion Stations”, wir'cﬁ he described as
“scurrilous”.

We publish hereunder parléam of a
reply sent Ig&m Secretary, Jack
Hodgson, to Mr.

trauss’ attack, and to
the letter published in these columns last
month from Mr. Strauss. Mr. Strauwss
rejected all talk of a national stoppage
of work and confidently asserted me ie
had complete confidence in the ability
of the United Democratic Front to win
the next election despite every manoeu-
vre and trick which the Nationalists are
using and will continue to use to safe-
guard their power.

Dear Mr. Strauss,

It should not be necessary for us to
. establish our bona [ides, but for the
record let us state again . . . The Spring-
bok Legion members have given the
most concrete demonstration possible of
their love of South Afriea and their ad-
herence to democracy. They have put
their lives and limbs between the shores
of this country and its enemies . . Surely
this is the most conclusive evidence of
patriotism that can be required of a
eitizen?

The action proposed by the Sprin%]m]:
Legion, that is a national standstill of
all commerce, industry and agriculture,
i= not unconstitutional. It iz not illegal.

We are not reassured by your expres-
sion of confidence as to the results of a
General Election next year.

Altho we do not doubt that the
great majority of the electorate will sup-
port the United Democratic Front, we
are convinced that the Nationalist Party
will “rig” the Election, so that, although
up to '%0 of the electorate may vote
for the U.P., the Nationalist Party would
still be returned to power.

We ask you to consider the fellowing

ossibilities: An analysis of the voting
igures in the 1948 Election shows that
the Government Parties polled 411545
of the votes cast, against 5BL49; votes
cast for the oppaosition. If a conservative
allowance is made for the uncontested
seats (10 urban and 2 rural) the figures
are: pro-goverment 399 and anti-gov-
emment &l 5.

To ereate the position where up to
709 of the voters vote for the Uniled
Democratic Front and the Nats. are «till
returned to power, requires only the
cancelling out of approximately 99 of
the votes cast for the democratic parties.

Let us see what they have already

OFF-LOAD THE ACTS -
AND HE'LL GET THEREe!

RAUSS

done towards this end and what they
still can do:

Delimitation is now based on registra-
lion of voters and not on census figures
as hitherto. We know from experience
that this has tended to work against
urhan constituencies,

The removal of the Coloured Voters
from the Common Roll may benefit the
HN.P. in 8 to 10 seats, in each of
which the U.P. majority was less than
the number of Coloured Voters in the
constituency. Taking into account the
4 representatives which the Coloured
Voters will vote for on the communal
roll, this may mean a gain of 4 to 6
seats for the HN.P.

{Continued on page 4)
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BOOK REVIEW
THE HIDDEN

HISTORY OF

KOREA

By I. F. STONE.
E‘U’ER since the start of the. Korean War, it has been my wish and probably the

wish of thousands of others, that a man with s

icient time and Bni:ﬂ'_r
e

should compile a book and set out therein every major statement made by
Americal political and military leaders, thus sketching the course of the war

and the way

its true character haz been hidden behind a mountain of misre-

presentations, half-truths, distortions and downright lies.

I. F. Stone, an American journalist
and for a long time a diplomatic corres-
pondent in Washington, is the man who
has done this tazsk and done it so well
that for a time it was impossible to find
a publisher for a book that was “too hot
to handle’, until the “Monthly Review”
of New York courageously undertook to-
issue the book and which Turnstile Press
of Britain later published.

Te begin with, Mr. Stone casts a very
grave doubt upon the consistent Ameri-
can assertion that the Korean war was
a surprise. By comparing statements
from Washington and Tokyo during the
fateful June 3»:1_( as well as quoting such
authorities as John Gunther, he indi-
cates quite clearly that, although the
outbreak may have come as a surprise
to the Pentagon, it was by no means so
at General McArthur's headquarters.

From there the author traces every
step of the American Big Shots, to the

resent day — the summoning of the

rity Council, the bulldozing through
of the resolution declaring North Korea
an aggressor, the %pninment of Me-
Arthur as Supreme U.N. Commander in
the Far East, the refusal to consider any
early peace settlement although, as Mr.
Stone claims, the overtures were there.
The climax was reached with McArthur's
pig-headed drive to the Manchurian bor-
der, Chinese intervention, the disastrous
“home-by-Christmas” campaign, which
culminated in McArthur's dismissal and
replacement by General Ridgeway.

I. F. Stone, let it be said, would be
dubbed a communist only by Senator
MeCarthy and his fellow-paranoica. He
is sharply critical of Soviet Russia, but
that does not blind him to the bm]:nh-
happy policy of America's power politi-
cians. %D read his book carefully one
must come to the conclusion that
throughout the last two years Russia
has made a persistent effort to hrinﬂe
Korean war to a close but has n
blocked at every turn by the Western

diplomats. Not a happy conclusion for
those who believed implicitly in Ameri-
ca's self-assumed role of saviour of de-
mocracy, but an inescapable one to all
sincere lovers of peace. .

What is more, every siuglu statement
quoted in “The Hidden History of Ko-
rea’ has been checked and re-checked
and the authorities for such gquotations
are listed at the back of the book so
that no charge of misrepresentation or
assumption can be levelled at the author.
So extensive indeed has been the re-

search work necessary for this task and -

so exhaustive the sifting and comparing
that one prominent Witwatersrand lec-
turer has said that he would have given
Mr. Stone his Ph.D. for the research
work alone. This is the way to win the
battle fu:‘l)eﬂc:e — a constructive, ob-
jective analysis of the progress of a war
that is highly unpopular with everyone
but the Syngman Rhees and the Chiang
Kai-Sheks.

As an example of how MeArthur al-
most tgfunged the world headlong into
war, the author cites the instance of how,
at the height of the *home-by-Christ-
mas ign, the Chinese and North
Koreans suddenly withdrew and re-
fused to make contact with the U.N.
troops. That was the stage at which to
call halt. It would have enabled the
Americans to quit gracefully without loss
of face. But :E;s id not suit the plans
of the UN. Supreme Commander and
his political advisor, John Faster Dul-
les, They plunged on, with the results
we already know. Onmly the combined
efforts of world public opinion pre-
vented a major conflict.

Mo, to the chagrin of the war-makers,
I. F. Stone is not a communist but a
member of the growing army of Ameri-
can citizens who are fed up to the teeth
with the senseless, costly and barbarous
Korean adventure. The ranks of this

a will every sincere
rmrr of this book, by i

JP. .

“A MAD WORLD,
. MY MASTERS!”

At best, we face in the immediate
future a decline in the rate of increase
in the national output, a worsening of
the balance of payments, a fall in the
supplies of some consumer goods and
a continuing rise in prices. '

For this unhappy prospect our own
need for re-armament, and the similar
needs of our allies in the Western world,
are the main and unavoidable cause.

(British) Economic Survey for 1951.

The possibility of a temporary truce
haunts United States policy planners.
(U.S.A.) Business Week, April 12.

The hr.ii: policies of this country,
Britain and France, have now entered a
truly agonising crisis. The cause is the
so-called Eam:l offensive now being car-
ried out by the masters of the Kremlin.

(U.5.A.) Washington Post, April 16,

One of the biggest stimulants to (Ja-
panese) expansion has been and conti-
nues to be the American encourage-
ment for Japanese industry . . . With the
former main markets in the Far East irre-
vocably" written off, Japanese textiles
and exports must seek other out-

lets. :
Financial Times, January 26.

British manufacturers of heavy com-
mercial vehicles and diesel engines, two
of Britain's best long-term ris, are
losing important foreign orders at a
crucial period, mainly to Germany.

Financial Times, May 26.

PEACE

"K s Peace, therefore, which
we need in order that we may live
and work in hope and with plea-
sure . . . Whatever the nature of
our strife for peace may be, if we
only aim at it steadily and with
the singleness of heart, and ever
keep it in view, a reflection from
that peace of the future will illu-
mine the turmoil and trouble of our
lives . . . we shall, in our hopes at
least, live the lives of men: ner
can the present fimes give us any |
reward greater than that."

WILLIAM MORRIS.,
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WE ANSWER STRAUSS

(Continued from page 1)

According to the Electoral Act, amn
overall load of up to 15% is allowed on
urban constituencies, and an overall un-
load of up to 15% for rural constituen-
cies — a total difference of 309%. In the
1948 election, the average unload for
rural constituencies was 7.9% and the
average load on urban constituencies was
7.99. An increase of only 434% on the
average load on urban constituencies
and an increase of 4149 on the average
unload off rural constituencies, there-
fore, could by itself cancel out the vital
099%.
ﬁft is possible to carve up constituen-
cies in such a way that the HN.P. can
win a number of seals out of all pro-
portion to its actual electoral support in
the areas as a whole. The South West
African delimitation and the resulis
thereof indicated how cleverly thiz can
be: achieved — although the HN.F. poll-
ed only approximately 55% of the votes
rast, it won every single seat.

The effect of this process, every step
of which is constitutional, can very well
create the situation we have indicated.

In addition there are other factors:

Between now and a General Election
next year Ministers may make ruthless

Support
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use of the various powers they have ac-
quired from the Suppression of Commu-
nism Act and similar measures. These
powers can be employed to victimise, in-
timidate, ban or penalise individuals
and organisations opposed to the H.N.P.
The use of hooliganism during the
Election Campaign and particularly on
polling day itself with the actual intimi-
dation of voters al polling booths, could
have the effect of preventing voters from
registering their votes,

The H.N.P.'s activities since 1948 in-
dicate clearly that they are fully an-
able of such unscrupulous tactics. The
rejection of the Appeal Court decision

indicates that they will stop at nothing

to further their programme.

ACTION NOW:

We are of the opinion, therefore, that
the electorate must he mobilised NOW
around a demand for an immediate gen-
eral election and in action that will force
a general election before the process of
“rigging” is completed, and particularly.
therefore, before the new delimitation
can become operative.

THE WHEREWITHA.L!

OUR woerk is being seriously il
hampered at the present time by
a crippling shortage of money. For
example, the printing of our finest
pamphlet — on the Defiance Cam.
paign — is being held up for the
lack of the "wherewithal”.

YOU can help.

YOU can write out a cheque or
|| get postal orders.

PLEASE SEND YOUR DOMNA.
TIONS TODAY.

With reference to your statement to
the press, we have no quarrel with your
rejection of the action proposed in the
pamphlet “Action Stations™ or your re-
jection of the Springbok Legion as a

art of the United Democratic Front.
ese rejeclions could have been moli-
vated by a very real doubl as to the ad-
vantage to be gained from our propo-
sals. But that you should do so publicly
and directly as o consequence of a Nai-
ionalist Party canard in an effort of
appeasement is a matter of grave con.
corn fo us.

Your public rejection of the Legion
and the action it proposed, the tone and
implications of your statement, provided
a green light to the Nationalist Party.
You told them clearly that the United
Democratic Front would not offer any
real resistance to the HN.P. programme
and, equally as serious, that the Spring-
hok Legion iz an embarrassment to the
United Democratic Front and is, there-
fore, an easy victim.

My Committee is gravely concerned
with the possible effect of your state-
ment on many thousands of ex-soldiers.
While we are deeply conscious of your
belief in the need for the United Party
to strengthen its position in the platte-
land, we believe that the affront you
have given to ex-service men and one
of their organisations is too high a price
to pay. It was both needless and unjusti-
ﬁuﬁ:,

No reply has as yet been received
from Mr. Strauss.

PATIENCE NOT EFFECTIVE.

“I am sorry to say that if no in-
structions had been addressed in
political crises to the people of this
country except to remember to hate
violence, to love order and to exer-
cise patience, the liberties of this
country would never have been al-

tained.”
W. E. GLADSTONE.

——" E—" e —— —— — e e ——— e S E—

If you are not already a regular subseriber of “Fighting Talk", let us remind

you that this magazine is one of the few
left in the country. Why not become a su

mgrmivc. militant anti-Nat. monthlies

iber?

Su.lm:rlifﬁun: 5s. per annum. Please fill in this form and send it together

with your

Johannesburg.

NAME e e e o e e i

ostal Order to The Secretary, Springbok Legion, P.0. Box 4088,
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WHITHER TORCH COMMANDO?

ONE of the dominating political forces in South Africa today is the Torch

Commando. The torch for centuries has been the symbol of the fight for
liberty. In our own history the word "commande’ recalls the gallant resistance
of the Boer iroops in 1900 and the daring exploits of 1he specialised, hana-
picked troops in Word War Il. Combined the rwo words torch commando de-
note the quintessence of heroic struggle in defence of freedom,

The Mationalists, to whom liberty is ana.hema, anxiousty wait today to see
whether the Torch Commando will live up to the ideals which its name implies.

The Torch Commando came into ex-
istence twelve months ago al a lime
when the majority of people were realis-
ing that the fight of the minority par-
ties in Parliament was of no avail
#ﬁ.insl the ruthless programme of the

ationalists. People ffml?w had come Lo
understand that the Nats. were using
their parliamentary majorily in an at-
tempt to entrench themselves in power,
50 I.Lat not even a general election could

dislodge them.

Since the Mationalists in Parliament
represented a minority of the people,
there arose the urgent need to make
the wishes of the majority known. The
struggle shifted from the Houses of
Parliament into the streets.

Already by mid-1951 it was apparent
that the leaders of a number of anti-
Nationalist organisations were politically
timid. The Torch Commando offered a
new rallying point for all rank-and-filers
who wanted to come to grips with the
Nationalists. The Torch Commando at
its very first appearance showed start-
ling militancy with itz slogans “Down
m’f‘; the Nats” and “We Demand a
reneral Election.” There was something
wildly stirring in the picture of the ex-
servicemen of the country rallying to
the country’s aid. The staleness, the apa-
thy, the appeasement of the United Par-
ly was forgollen in the upsurge of hope.
determination  and ni"ingne—.ﬁn-lu-ﬁg [
Our hopes centred in the exeiting, strong
saviour . . . the Torch Commando.

THE ATTACKS BEGIN.

Soon after the memorable commando
convoys to Cape Town, the Torch Com-
mando to our bewilderment revealed
something of its political attitudes and,

nrh:‘pﬁ, its political inexperience. When
Er‘ alan at Brits attacked the Com-
mando as a Springbok-Legion-Commu-
nist organisation, instead of exposing
Malan's smearing tactic and creating
closer unity ameng the anti-Nat. forces,
the Commando took pains to prove to
Dr. Malan that no secret Legionnaires

or Communists were hiding in their
executive committees.

A littde later, revealing more political
expedience than sound judgment, the
Commandoe debarred Non-Europeans
from the ‘Alamein Demonstrations.

As the months went by, the Comman-
do never lacked a press statement to re-
fute Mationalist accusations of one sort
or another but the organisation seemed
to reach an impasse as far as effective
activity was concerned. Throughout the
recent Parliamentary session little effect-
ive action was forthcoming, although
numerous forms of activity were consi-
dered (and some put into operation) in-
cluding a petition to the Governor-Gen-
cral, support for the unprofitable Natal
line of a -new National Uonvention, ‘sil-
ent marches’, a day of national protest
and intensive house-to-house political
work in marginal seats for the General
Flection of 1953,

At this stage the Commando became
one of the legs: in the tripod carrying
the banner, ‘United Democratic Front'
Since the declaration announcing the
formation of the Democratic Front, no-
thing positive has come from the new
organisation: in fact, as far as is known,
there has nol even been a meeting ol
the leaders of the three bodies to discuszs
ways and means of guaranteeing a de-
feat [or the Nats.

One repercussion, however, seems to
he that Commando has lost some
of its independence and, therefore, some
of its initiative, It seems to have become
subservient to the United Party.

ARE THEY LEADERS?

Can we, then, continue to look to the
Commando to lead us to victory over the
menace of fasciem?

There are many factors which can jus-
tify our hopes in the Terch Commande.
The leaders are above all things sincere.
Mo ene can doubt their desire to restore

dem to South Africa and to see
democracy extending its influence, The
leaders are men admirable ideals,

same men carry with them the

conscious and unforgettable experience
of participating in a mighty conflict o
reserve the freedom and worth of the
uman individual against the tyrannous
forces of Mazi herrenveolkism, whose
counterpart strangles liberty in our own

cou today.
These ]&:c?::ra are young and of un-

. dauntable courage. Moreover, they have

behind them, not alone the moral sup-
port of the people, but their practical
support.

e Torch Commando has, however,
certain weaknesses, Because of inexper-
ience the leaders seem uncertain of their
ground and greal enterprises founder
on the rocks of indecision. The tragic
fumbling for policy which characterizes
the United Party seems to have a par-
alyzing effect on the Commando. As the
high tide of militancy ebbed last year.
the leaders fell victims to their own
‘decency’ and sense of fairplay. Brought
up in a tradition of fairplay, respect for
the law and ‘constitutionalizm’, the Com-
mando leaders find themselves inhibited
today from taking unorthodox action . .
even while the Nationalists throw aside
all pretence of playing the game accord-
ing to the rules.

It iz time, then, for the Torch Com-
mando lo reassess the political situation,
to discover afresh their abhorrence of
the Fascist State that comes daily ever
nearer. It is time for them to reject once
and for all any hope that they can win
friends by ‘proving their innocence’
against Malan’s Hitlerian acensations.
Let them take confidence from the right-
ness of their eause, from the nobility—
yes, nobility — of their destined role in
South African history; let them draw
strength from the people behind them
and go forward with undeflectable re-
solution to realise their very first oh-

jectives: “DOWN WITH THE NATS!"

.« « “WE DEMAND AN IMMEDIATE
GENERAL ELECTION!™
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THE °52 OLYMPICS

By DENNIS CHAMBERLAIN
(Well-Known Johannesburg Athlete)
THE amatzing thing about the 1952 Olympic Games is that the world has been

able to record such progress in brancnes of science totally unrelated to jet
turbines, rockets, or atomic tission. For make no mistake about it, success in any

sport at the Games invelves a

pplied scicnce to a high degree. At a time when

there is so much war and. so much talk or conflict spreading to world-wide pro-

portions, it is important too to realise

thar the peopie of the world can associate

peacefully and with so much goed will if given the chance.

Al the games emphasis is intentionally
placed on individual rather than national
prestige, and then rather on the per-
formance or game than on the individual
or team competing. Hence it is fitting
that the perlormance of an individual
should have stolen the thunder rather
than the number of gold medals won by
this nation or that. That individual is
Zatopec. He won the 10,000 metre track
event in record lime on a Sunday. The
following Wednesday he won a 5,000
metre heat. On Thursday he won the
final, again in record time. Then to
round off his week's activities, he ran
the marathon — his firat attempt at a
race over this distarice — for fun and
won — need 1 say in record lime.

What is the story behind such an
achievement; an oversized heart or
lungs, terrific muscles, natural ability or
technique? The answer is none of these.
Just hard work, perseverance and the
will o win. Did | say hard work? An aver-
age of four hours and ten miles training
a day, for seven days a week, for fi
two weeks a year. That is Zatopec's
training schedule. With such a schedule
you too can become a wonder of the
world. If you doubt my word, try it for
two or three years and you will change
your mind!

Many of you may ask why our male
athletes were a comparative failure at
Helsinki? The answer is twofold. Lack
of competition for the four months in-
terval between their selection and the
Games themselves is one. The other is

Phone 97544,
COMPLETE HOUSE FURNISHERS.

— THE —

Bellville Furnishers
(PTY.), LTD.

(S. SACKS)
8 Durban Rosd, BELLVILLE.

CAPE TOWN.

lack of hard work. The hardest workers
were reiauvely successiul, namely our
marathon trie, who although unplaced
improved on their previous best per-
wruances by minutes,

Lur women athletes excelled them-
selves. In spite ol the critics’ adverse
comments — 1| was one of those critics
—ksther Brand won the high jump
win a jump inches above her previous
pesl. Many said that she was given her
Springbok colours this year, because she
aeserved them four years ago and did
not get them. How well she has repaid
tne selectors’ faith in her. Then Daphne
Hasenjager exceeded her previous
best to gain second place in the 100
wetres, another brilliant effort. Even
Ldna Maskel, though not qualifying for
the final of the 80 metres hurdles, equal-
led the previous Olympic record. Well
done the little ladies!

the swimmers, Joan Harrison and
Patrick Duncan proved themselves in
world class, though the water-polo team
were disappointing, as were the rowers.
wrestlers gave a good account of
themselves as did sculler lan Stephen.
Once again it has been upon the boxers
we have had to rely for the fireworks,
with the cyclists backing them up. Up
to press the swimmers, lim:ln, cyclists,
and small bore shottists are still busy,
leaving me unable to name any medal
winners other than Esther Brand and
DarFlhnn Hasenjager,
1w suceess or failures of our repre-
scnfatives give us little indication of that
progress | mentioned at the starl. Nor
is it possible lo assess that progress on
the resuljs of team games. Athletics is
the sport that lends itself most readily
to the recording of progress and to com-
parison, so let us look at some of these
results,

In the marathon Zatopec beat - the
previous best by six minutes or more
than a mile. Yet the man behind him
came in only one minute later and the
next five also beat the old record. A

time that would have enabled Bill Keith,
South Africa’s No. 3 selection, Lo win
the 1948 marathon, gave him nineteenth
place only in 1952! Allowing for dif-
lerences in weather conditions, road sur-
[aces and gradients if that-result does
not record astonishing progress, what
does?

It is not just the number of records
broken that has been so astonishing.
More impressive still is the number of
competitors that have broken or equalled
each record. Equalling the previous re-
cord was not good encugh to get Edna
Maskel into the final of the 80 metres
hurdles. In the 1,500 metres, six of the
twelve [inalists beat the record set in
1936. In the 100 metres it is true that
the winner would have been a yard be-
hind Jesse Owens in 1936. But where
Owens was three yards ahead of the next
man, Remigino was separated from the
fourth man by less than eighteen inches
in 1952. And =0 the story goes on.

If this rate of progress continues lo
1956, then the qualification for selection
for any national team will be simple.
Best or equal the Olympic record to be
sure of a trip to Melbourne. There is
just time for you to reach this standard
— if you train the Zatopec way.

MR. STRAUSS AND THE
SPRINGBOK LEGION.

Sir,—1 was rather shaken by Mr.
Strauss's reply to Dr. Malan's statement
on the Springbok Legion’s so-called
“secret pamphlet’.

Mr. Strauss disdainfully rejects the
Legion’s offer to join the United Front
and brands the pamphlet as pernicious,
but let me remind him that in 1948 the
United Parly welcomed the assistance
of the Legion, and, in case he has for-
golten, the policy they now advocate was
no different then,

When Mr. Kane-Berman makes men-
lion of the possibility of a nation-wide
strike as a means of halting this Fascist
Covernment, ig his #latement also called
pernicious by Mr, Siranss?

The Leader of the Opposition does
not realize that he has fallen for the
Nationalists' propaganda about the le-
gion, and he now srems as determined
as they are to libel this group of ex-
servicemen, in whom Smuts showed his
great interest and faith.

Let Mr. Strauss not be afraid to' ac-
cept the Legion as an ally, as they have
shown themselves more determined and
active than the United Front itself to get
rid of the Nationalist Government.

Three Anchor Bay. ME.



August, 1962,

FGHTING TALK

7

a. i

OlL. it is said, should be poured on troubled wihr;. Maybe so in the Navy.

But not in the Middle East, where troubles of all kinds flow from the pouring
out of cil. Generals stage coups d'etat; kings tremble and prime-ministers flee in
the heaving, cil-born ferment of the Middle East.

All the deep and bitter conflicts of
the fight for mastery of the world's oil
are coming to full flower in these sun-
baked lands of the Arabian Nights —
in Iran, in Egypt, Iraq, Trans-Jordan
and Saudi-Arabia. Above all in Iran, the
old order is passing, and there will be
few save the Anglo-Iranian il Company
to mourn.

It was oil that destroyed the old order,
the sinking of wells and the laying of
pipe-lines. %iumadi:: tribal herdsmen left
their hill-side tents for the prefabs.,
lathes and rivet-guns of the Abadan re-
finery. The local chieftain of antiquity,
deriving his authority from his followers’
respect and exercising it under the guid-
ance of Allah and the tribal &ldem,,&am
way to the standing army and the Vick
ers gun. The feudal potentate in keeping
with his new status of junior partner
and goardian of a millionaire enterprise
became an absolute menarch, surround-
ed with the trappings of Empire, paid,
flattered but kept strictly to the rein of
the oil concessionaires and their navies.

It is against this background that oil
has flown from the underground reser-
voirs of the Middle East to the markets
of the world. Millions of ‘gallons feeding
millions of machines. And bringing in
millions of ds to the investors in
Londen anmw York and Paris and
Amsterdam. Twenty-five million tons of
that oil flowed from Iran in a single year,
and from it the Anglo Iranian Company
netted over seventy million pounds pro-

THE OLD ORDER PASSES.

But the measure of the change
wrought by the tapping of Iranian oil is
not to be found in the counting of money
or the filling of barrels. It is to be found
in the destruction of the old, feudal and
nomadic way of life, and in the hurling
of Iran’s people in one generation from
their ancient ways into the modern,
twentieth-century civilisation of capital-
ism.

Not surprising that here, as in every
country of the earth, thiz convulsion has
been accompanied by the spectacular rise
of modern political parties and political
creeds. Inevitably there are trade unions,
not fashioned on the constitutional and
legalised pattern of the British, but in
keeping with the harsh conditions and
the harsh tyranny used against them, re-
volutionary, crusading, and going for-
ward through strike action. %umimbly
too the liberal parties, fighting the
claims of the Iranian merchants, profes-
sional men and petty manufacturers to
own and exploit their country’s oil re-
sources for themselves. And inevitably
in modern times, the Communist Party,
heading the assault of the workers
against foreign exploitation, leading
them to national independence as a step
towards the goal of socialism.

The pments have not been
easy. Backward local monarchs, safe-
guarding the interests of the foreign in-
vestors, and thus too their own share in
the fabulously mounting profits, have
met every new development of con-
cciousness and opposition with the most
brutal and feudal measures of oppres-

'sion and repression.

CIL AND WAR,

So it was in Iran in all the years be-
fore the second world war. But oil at-
tracts militarists as well as profit-seek-
ers; and the Nazis began the steady in-
filtration of Iran in rii:- carly years of
the war. They found a congenial and
ready-to-listen atmosphere at the Shah’s
court. The way was patently being pre-
pared for an invasion of the Soviet
Union from the South. Obvious too to
the US.5.R.; in accordance with a 1921
treaty with Iran, the Soviet Armies oc-
cupied the Northern portion of the
country for the remainder of the war.

When the Soviet armies withdrew
from Iran, strictly in accordance with
the treaty provisions, they left behind a
new Iran — an Iran through which the

war-time winds of liberation had blown
strongly, an Iran in which, under the
new conditions of Soviet-supervised free-
dom of association and assembly, great
political parties had emerged, openly
and strongly. The Iranian national cry
for liberty and independence rose to new
heights —- “Iranian oil for Iran™. As the
lide of war ebbed, the tide of struggle
against the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company
surged up.

The post-war world did not return to
the patterns of before. New competitors
of Anglo-Iranian had emerged, strength-
ened by the war — the oil millionaires
of America, entrenched behind the be-
nevolent facade of Marshall Aid. A cut-
throat race between American and Brit-
ish business-men and diplomats for the
domination of the world’s oil supplies
got under way. Key to victory was lran,
pfluﬂucing two-thirds of the Middle East
oil.

Into the already bubbling cauldron of
Iranian political life, the Americans drop-
Eid_ a suggestion that any move to
“nationalise”  Anglo-Iranian  oil-wells
would have U.S. support. There was
neither aliruism nor political sincerity
behind” the suggestion, Just the hard
calculation that a nationalised oil indus-
try under the weak control of Shah and
tame liberals would need U.S. dollars to
keep the winches turning. Dollars, they

calculated, buy everything, including po-
litical allegiance, ? IFe

THE UPHEAVAL,

‘Sow a wind and reap a whirlwind.’
The Americans in Iran have learned the
truth of the old saw. The movement to
nationalise the oil fields started as a re-
spectable, sober movement of men and
property. But its influence gripped the
Iranian masses, under the leadership of
the Tudeh (Workers') Party. Wﬁerﬂ
liberals sought to compromise, the work-
ers movement by strike action carried
the nationalisation measures through to
the bitter end. Where liberals and Shah
hesitated, the workers demonstrating and
rebelling in the streets, forced them to
I_}tend to the peoples’ will or break before
: L]

The Anglo-Tranian Company has gone
from Iran, unwillin Iy, fighting a bitter
rearguard action through the courts,
through political threats and armed man-
oeuvres. Nonetheless, it has gone. And
Standard 0il of America has found no
foothold, because the people in the
streets, in revolutionary mood, defeat
every attempt to compromise with for-
eign capital which lays claim to Iran’s
national heritage. Where the Shah hangs

(Continued on page 14
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THE best thing about Economics — from the paoliticians’ point of view — is
that the average man knows so little about it. In these days of world-wide
itical consciousness, politicians [unless they are making a tour of the platte
nd) eannet easily put one acress the veter in the political field, but in the Eco-

nomic sphe

re it is still unfortunately trus that ‘I'Imr are on much safer ground.
Thus Mr. Havenga might declare that a higher Gold

price is the panacea for all

South Africa's Economic ills, and his statement will go unchallenged—leastways
in South Africal! And when he talks his most arrant iwaddle about South Africa

acting independ
clined to nfd ﬁﬁham grave
best finance minister wa've ever had.

But of all the Economic Problems
(with capital letters!) “which have be-
devilled modern man, probably none is
so completely shrouded in mystery as
the so-called {'lnllnr Problem.. What with
Hard Currencies and Soft Currencies

L1

of Sterling, even those who follow the o
and mumble something a

position are in-
o, ", .. the

tantial and resore its depleted wealth,
i required very large stocks of all man-
ner of raw I'I'I-ﬂhrl'-jh Since few of the
countries of Western Europe are self-suf-
ficient, large quantities of raw-materiaks
and other requirements could be ob-

in the “normal” course of competition.
Or it can come about by one country
refusing to buy foreign goods, while de-
mﬂndn:.lg.ing that foreign countries buy its
goods, .

And in this second possible canse, we
have the basis of the Dollar Problem, for
herein lies the essence of the Economic
Policy of Uncle Sam. There is at the
moment in operation in America a law
which forbids the American Government
to buy foreign goods unless those goods
are 25% cheaper than the correspond-
ing American article. Do you get the
idea? At the same time Uncle Sam has
so arranged matters that he seeks to

force other countries tq buy exclusively
in America — unless the particular ma-

WAR, PEACE, and . . .

and Visible Trade and Invisible Trade
and the EP.U. and the LM.F., most
people are inclined to shrug their shoul-
ders, say “What the Heck:” and get on
with their own business.

IT'S OUR BUSINESS.

The trouble is, you see, that the Dol-
lar Problem is their business — and
yours and ours, The average Englishman
while he may have only a hazy idea of
what it is all about, does at least realise
that it affects him profoundly — alfects
his standard of living, how much he has
to eat and how much he has to pay in
taxes. But the average South Alfrican is
not nearly as aware of the profound im-
portance of this dratted problem — of
its solution or intensification.

And the point about the problem is
that -it is an artificial one — or rather
it is a self-imposed one, however real it
may be. It springs from the fact that
world trade is aglay, that one half of the
world will not trade with the other, that
the productive capacity of the Western
anfd is increasingly geared to the pro-
duction of guns instead of butter. !&?ect
one atom of sense and sanity into West-
ern political and economic policies, and
this problem would be resolved easily

THE PROBLEM,

What, then, is the problem? Briefly it
is as follows:

of the consequences of the War

was the widespread destruction of the

sconomic wealth of Europe, of its means

of production, its scope and ifs facto-

ries, and the impaverishment of its peo-

ple. In order to rebuild its economic po-

tained only as imports from foreign
mn:-ﬁ.h"‘lhw.m. it has often been
remarked that one can buy nothing if
one has not the money to pay for it, and
the only way in which a l:uunhz can Igli'
the monay to bu s is by selling
goods. Thus, if Britain wishes to buy
beef from the Argentine, she can do so
only if the Argentine will buy goods
from her in exchange. A complicating
factor in international trade is that —
in the above example — the Argentine
will not accept British money for her
beef, but will demand payment in either
Argentinian currency or Geld or, in
these days, dollars, Likewise Britain will
usually refuse payment for her goods in
Argentinian currency.

This problem Ereumta no particular
difficulty while there exists a continu-
ous flow ﬂfh::mdﬁe he;;lveend’&li two coun-
tries, for then British an rgentinian
purchases are continually heingﬁmua:l
against each other, and whatever either
country buys in excess of what it sells,
can be paid for with relatively small
nantities of gold or the required cur-
rency, of which there will always he
slocks in the Argentinian and British
banks respectively.

THE BASIS OF THE DOLLAR
PROBLEM.

Mow, the trouble starts as soon as
on® country consistently buys more than

it sells or sells more than it buys. This"

staler of affairs can come about in many
ways: by one country collaring the bulk
of the world's trade, either by force or

In the language of the layman,
W. Miller discusses the vexing
and highly involved subject of in-
ternational money and its relation
to war and peace.

terials required are unobtainable in the
United States.

This results in two things: [a) America
does all the selling and does all
the buying. I(cll':] Since America will ac-
cept only gold or dollars as payment for
her goeds and yet denies Europe the
mu:ni'f to nmﬂm either, i}méu is & f\mni:
inability on part ot Eurcpe to pay
for American ses. And that is the
long and the of the Dollar Problem
— the problem of how to get dollars.

UNCLE SAM'S PARTNER.

The question immediately compels it-
self: How on earth did Britain' and the
other European countries, which, one
assumes, are not completely ing in
self-respect, come to be parties to Uncle
Sam’s abominable Economic pelicy?
Can you imagine yourself, in your nor- -

economic life, accepting a proposi-
tion whereby a particular firm lfemlnds
that you shall buy its goods while deny-
img you the right to work and earn the
money to pay for them!

Well now, do you remember how, in
1946 was it? — there burst upon a
startled world a plan which Mr, Chur-
chill hailed as the greatest example of
national generosity the world has ever
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seen? It called itself the Marshall Plan,
and to the gullible it seemed as though
America had suddenly decided to shower
untold millions of Free Dollars upon a
orateful Europe, while only the You-
know-whats (must get around Mr. Swart
somehow!) were ungracious enough to
be sceptical,

Well, the snag about the Marshall plan
‘was, of course, that it had numerous
strings attached to it. One was that the
Marshall Dollar must be spent in Ameri-
ca only, another was that Uncle Sam
reserved the right to dictate how those
dollars were to be zpent and yet another
was that, in gratitude lor this “gift”, the
countries receiving Dollar Aid were lo

to establish American Air Foreo
and other bases in their countries. Quasi-
fascist elements abounding in the Cabi-
nets of Europe — those whosze criterion
of democracy is freedom lo amass pro-
fits from Europe's needs — and those,
like our Mr. Swart, who find a Red in
any man whose ideaz of democracy do
not coincide: with their own — willingly
swopped economic freedom [or Ameri-
can “protection” and, at the time, en-
tertained no thought for the consequen-
ces of their folly,

When Marshall Aid ended it was re-
placed by dollar loans, and these loans
ware in turn granted under certain con-

the DO

ditions: they were to be made only to
those countries having political systems
of which Uncle Sam approved; they
were to be made only on condition that
the recipient used the dollars to pur-
chase American goods and that these
qgoods were not re-exported to countries
of which America dquprwad: that
trade with "lron Curtain” countries was
cut to a minimum and, last but not
least, that the countries receiving dollars
agreed to contribute men and arma-
ments te the so-called "European De-
fence Community.”

T™WO CATEGORIES.
Henceforth dollar loans were divided

into two categories: there were “rehabili-
tation dollars”, which theoretically were
to be devoted to the rebuilding of Eu-
rope’s shattered industries, and “de-
fence dollars”, to be devoted exclusively
to the rebuilding of Europe’s armies.
Over the past five years the quantity
of rehabilitation dollars has steadily

dwindled, while the flood of defence
dollars has sieadily increased.

Mow, two consequences have flowed
from this: (a) Eurcpe's already over-bur-
dened ecenomies have found themselves
increasingly saddled with tremendous ar-
maments programmes, while, [b) the
shortage of money wherewith to pur-
chase the needs of the people has be-
come increasingly acute. You see, the
labour and materials, which should have
been producing goods for export in
order te earn dollars, have huf to be
increasingly devoted to the production
of arms, and so, despite Marshall Aid
and despite dollar loans, the *'dollar
problem'’ has again become critical. In
terms of British economy, the Pn-lii'inn
at the present time presents itself in
the following way:

THREE CATEGORIES.

British industry is divided into three
categories: (a) those industries produc-
ing %lnmestic goods; i.e. goods for home
consumption; (b) industries producing
export goods, mainly devoted to the dulb-
lar-earning trade; and (c¢) arms indus-
tries. Now there are just not sufficient
“factorz of production”—raw materials,
labour, capital — to cater for all three.
If arms production is to be expanded,
then domestic and export production
must suffer; if export production is to
be expanded, then domestic production

in the face of the £4,000,000,000 arms
programme foisted upon the Brilish eco-
nomic structure,

Now, what is the solution 1o this prob-
lem? There are two alternative sugges-
tions:

(I} The Butler Plan. We have received
only brief and sketchy reports of
this plan. The "Rand Daily Mail"
has called it bold and imaginative.
It amounts to this: Britain concen-
trates on arms production and sells
huge quantities of arms to America
for dollars, thus combining "export”
and "arms"' drives into one glorious,
EP'U'ari]r - inducing rearmament

inge.

|2) The Bevan Plan. This plan, like the
above, is a simple one. It requires
that arms production be cut to a
minimum consistent with normal
security requirements; that a vast
programme of trade be initiated
with "Iron Curtain countries" (Rus-
sia, China and Eastern Europe), who
are prepared and able to pay for
their purchases in gold, dollars, ster-
ling or any other currency Britain
may require, and that Britain inform
America, firmly but politely, that
the only thing she is not prepared
te buy under any conditions what-
soever is Uncle gam's war aims.

LLAR PROBLEM

and the arms drive must be curtailed,
nnlii 80 Of. 0 ; "

t goes without saying, of course, that
in this big squeeze the needs of the
British people themselves have come a
very poor third. The recent rise in the
hank rate was caleulated to discourage
private investment in domestic industry
in order to release available capital for
the other two categories.

HOW TO MAINTAIN EXPORT?

Domestic production thus being out of
the: race, the problem resolves itself into
the question: how to maintain export
industries al a safficient peak to earn
the required dollars. while yet satisfying
Unele Sam’s insatiable appetite for arms.
The 1949 devaluation of the £ vis-a-vis
the dollar was undertaken with a view to
marketing British good= at prices low
enough to compete in the highly nation-
alistic dollar area. It gave a tremendous
impetus to. the export industry (for a
time at any rate’), but the resulting level
of production could not be maintained

WHICH PLAN?

Which plan i il 1o be? See how inti-
mately economic and political decisions
are bound together and how the nature
of the struggle between the Aneurin
Bevan group and the Churchill-Attles
group becomes clear. Mr. Butler has o
plan, but what a plan! It means ahject
surrender to American war aims, and
ﬂhj&[:l surrender is never either hold or
imaginative. It means the further im-
poverishment of the British people, the
relurn to ralioning, higher purchase
laxes and compulsory saving. Incident-
ally, it means war. for no country can
commit hersell so completely to a war
cconomy without resorting, sooner or
later, to armed conflict.

On this issue there is a crisis blowing
up in Britain, the likes of which we
have not seen since the General Strike.

Make no mistake, the danger signal
has gone up. The time has come for Mr,
Bevan and his followers to hit hard and
with boldness and imagination.
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[As told to our Reporter by Theodore Jenks — Discoverer)

OHE day wheen the history of it is all written, they'll trace it back to where it

really started — with me and Dave Broadley's

pumpkins. won the

prize that year at the local Agricultural Show. Mothing much would have come
of that, if it hadn't been a hot summer, hotter than usual. | was sitting with my
back against a tree, letting the beer run down my throat, when Bessie snuck up
on me in that quiet way she has when bent on mischief.

“Drinkin’ again is it, you good for
nothing” she says, loud enocugh to be
heard right over at Broadley's pig-house.
“Drinkin’ again! And who's going to
feed the hens ['ld like to know? And
chop the wood? Up you devil, before I
clout ye.” :

[ts no good arguing with Bessie when
she’s in that mood. In any case the beer
was finished. S0 1 got up and made
tracks for the wood-shed. Like a woman
she made the moat of her victory, tramp-
ing along behind me muttering and
raving to herself. “That 1 should have
picked such a lazy good-for-nothin® —
should have had my head examined.
Could have married any feller in the
district, that I could. But no; 1 must pick
a drunken bum that sits drinkin’ all the
day, while | slaves my fingers to the
bone.” - - )

I said nothing. That slways gets her

tail up. “Could have married Tom Wil- .

liams, who's got a bank™ she said, ex-
aggerating wiﬁﬂy—he only works there
anyway. “Or Dave Broadley too — three
times ge asked me — and I turned him
down for somesthing better to turn up.”
She gave a bitter laugh, daring me to
tell her — as I did that time we didn't
talk for four days — that he got drunk
every Saturday and proposed to every
woman - that came along. “But no” she
says, sardonic like, “I have to marry
Mister Theodore Jenks. And be skivvy
to the laziest, most shiftless loafer in the
district. And Dave Broadley with the
prize for pumpkins, and his picture in
the papers, and famous too.”

Now that riled me. I like Br as
well as any other of the dim-witted hill-
billies who live around here, but that
pumpkin of his that won the prize—well,
dammit, that's not farming. It just hap-
pened that someone dropped a seed on
the patch where Dave closed over last
vear's privy hole, and up it come, as big
as a cart wheel, without his lifting a
finger. '

o | told Bessie to go boil her head,
and belore she could think up an answer,
I started in chopping wood in the wood-

shed. But that shot about David being
famous, well that rankled, and 1 went
to bed with it and it still rankled next
day when I got up.

it was hot that day too, damn hot,
and 1 was back under the tree when a
Chevvy drove up to the house and a
young feller got out. I thought of shufi-
ling over to see what he was after, but
it was too damned hot. And in any case
Bessie was there and her delicate voice
would carry. So I just sat and listened,
I didn't hear what the young feller had
to say, but | heard Bessie alrig,ht.
“Broadley’s?” she said. “Why nght
over there Mister” and she waved a
hand. “What you be wanting at
Dave’s?” she asked.

I just sat and rankled again, while the
feller replied. And then Bessie did it.
“Newspaper man” she shouted. “Well,
I never did!” I suppose the idea had
beeh growing on me over night, but as
soon as she said ‘newspaperman’ I
thought: “Famous is it show her
famous.” And I got up and raced round
behind the shed.

And then I did it. I be to shout
“Bessiecce! Bessieeee!” and I kept it up
till I heard them both come running.
“What's biting you?"” Bessie shouted.
“There;"” I said. “There! Quick before
it goes!” and I pointed out past the
creek, into the sun, staring madly and
never looking at them. “There™ 1 said.
“There! See it? Quick, before it goes!”
I didn’t really know, even then, what I
wn;hguing to sz}rfit was. I'al

ey peered foolishly. 1 almost grin-
ned and gave the whole thing away.
“What is it?” they shouted, excited.
“Flying things,” 1 said, searching
around for an amswer. “Flying things.
Gone now. Did you see them?” Some-
how they hadn’t managed to see them.

“Airplanes?” the reporter asked, not
really interested. “Airplanes!”™ I said
disgustedly, “Think I'd make such a fuss
about airplanes. Great roaring things
they were. And with flames pouring out
of them too,” I added when I saw they
weren't really impressed.

“What were they like?” the reporter
asked, warming to it a bit. “Roaring” |
said, while ‘I thought it over. “And
round, round like anything with flames
pouring out. And fast too — faster than
any plane you ever saw,” “Like Balls?”
he asked. “No” I said with as much
scorn as | could raise. “Not like balls;
like . . . like saucers, see, round,. and
all orange and green with flames com-
ing out. Spinning too.”

They began to get impressed al lasl.
Saucers had been a stroke of ius.
I think back on it with pride. re-
porter questioned, and [ improved on it
as [ went along. Metallic, yes. But
orange metal. And not just spinning
like something you throw, but tuminﬁ
eorners and dgu;:ring dives, just as thoug
they were driven by human hands, [
rirui'l‘_l.r began to amaze myself with all
[ thought up about it.

1 posed carelessly for my phutugrainh.l
told the reporter fellow some of my life
history, thinking all the time of Pave
being famous and watching Bessie get
blacker and blacker with mger.'ﬁ:e
wouldn't be able to talk so big after this.
When the reporter fellow went at last,
he said he was going to check with
Dave and see whether he had seen the
saucers. Dave, of course had. How could
Hﬂ“ e::'per:td anything to happen in the

istrict an £ prize pum in-anr
not know all about it. He hadn’t seen
as much as me of course, but just enough
to get two lines at the bottom of the
story when it appeared in the papers.

From there you know it all. Iis like
when you stand on a street corner and
stare up at nothing in the sky. In a few
minutes you'll have cleared the pubs
and shops, and have a thouszand people
all staring up, pointing it out to their
né:ilgthurs and telling them what it ‘was.

n a few days, farmers all over the
country were seeing saucers ﬂ'_rinE;
scientists were pgiving stories to the

apers; people were suggesting men

m Mars, and air force flyers were
standing by to try and shoot them down.

‘I must say that when it comes to pitch-

ing yarns, well it makes me look almost
truthful to read some of what these fel-
lers tell the  papers, now that saucérs
are being seen all over the world.

But [ sure blacked Dive's eye with
that one. And Bessie’s not been so quick
te shout since then either. My name was
printed from coast to coast, not just
in the Farmers’ Weekly. But when you
think it all started with Dave moving

that privy and someone dropping a
pumpkin seed, well it sure makes you
think, don’t it?
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The Much |
Maligned
Dean

A SILLY, querulous, eccentric old man
' in his dotage: this is the picture of
Dr. Hewlett Johnson, Dean of Canter-
m._ presented to the world by his at-

ers in Britain's Parliament and the
press of Britain and America, following.
the Dean's outspoken allegations of the
use of germ warfare in Korea by the
Llnih:l.ghhl forces.

“This pathetic figure should be sent
to & psychiatrist,” sdid a member of the
House of Commons.

The Archbishop of Canterbury join-
ed in the chorus of denunciation. His
chief mmﬂlaint was that people abroad
confused him with the Dean and attri-
buted to him all the “nonsense” ex-
pressed by Dr. Hewlett Johnson!

Ridicul: ha: ever been a .powerful
weapon used in political polemic and
today the world is being asked to dis~
-credit the Dean's allegations on the
grounds of his senility., « .

Yet his attackers can't quite decide
whether to paint him as an eccentric and
old nuisance, or as a danger. So, during
the House of Commons debate, Tories
demanded his trial on a charge of hi
treason, a crime for which the ¥
penalty in Britain is death.

If the Dean's allegations are so mon-
strously absurd, surely an examination
of the facts would prove so?

- PERSOMNAL TESTIMONY,
How did the Dean come to make his
allegations?

j has just returned from a wvisit to
China where he painstakingly examined
the evidence on the spot. In addition,
he talked to Christian doctors and nurs-
¢s who, as members of public health
leams in the areas atta by his new
weapon, gave personal testimony of the
facts. The Dean returned to - Britain
_also with an appeal for an end to germ
warfare from the Chinese Christian
churches. ; :
. His is not the only testimony. There is
the detailed evidence ml!ecw:lyhy an In-
ternational Lawyers' Commission that
- visited Korea, the statements by a form-

er French Minister of Food, M. Fu%e;
the statements by American P.O.W.'s
who took part in germ bombing raids
and about whose statements the Duke
of Bedford, a, Tory Peer, said he did

not think it was possible to invent “the
immense amount of technical detail

* given in an extraordinarily natural way

which these airmen were claimed fo
have given when they described hush-
hush lectures on germ warfare which
they attended.” '

(The Duke added: "When a person
like the Dean tries to draw the atfen-
tion of his fellow countrymen to the
good on the other side and the short-
comings on his own side, he is perform-
ing a stian service of reconciliation,
t: nquﬂ how unpopular that task may

BACKGROUND.

The background and past of the Dean
of Canterbury, far from discrediting his
charges, give added substance to them.

His position as a leading English
churchman in itself challenges descrip-
tions of himself by hostile attackers as
just & silly old man. Coming from a

rosperous Manchester family, one of
Eiu randparents a noted Lancashire

, the Dean in his early years
studied theology at Oxford, founded and
edited a
served for twenty
priest, rose to be

EATrS A8 A
an of Manchester

and then of Canterbury.

But before the Dean ' entered
Church he trained as an
scientist, and before that had worked in
the 1890°s for
than £1 a week in a Manchester factory.

The son of a wealthy factory owner
in the days when a homely air pervaded
the factory and there was an intima
between operatives and yers, an
later as a working artisan himself, he
had long years of ience of the
hardships of the poor. He was a‘}:pnll?d
at the waste of the modern industrial
order in which men become cogs in the
great machine. Watching the factory sys-
tem spread and speed-up, Hewlettrinhn-
son decided that the constitution of in-
dustry demanded eoverhauling. In the
same town and at the same time an
acquaintance, Charlie Chaplin, formed
impressions that were later to move a
world to pity at the pathos of the
mechanical product of modern industry.

the

UNCHRISTIAN
Hewlett Johnson found the economic

some autobiographical notes,” has given
place to an age of frustration of science
. « « Still less is it Christian. Placing a

ical quarterly journal,

engineer and a
the current wage of less

premium on selfish motives, it inflames
the acquisitive instinct, tolerates hunger
amidst plenty and smashed human lives.
| recall the words of an American Pro-
fessor of Agriculture after sesing ten
million acres of cotten ploughed in and
five million pigs slaughtered: 'If this will
bring national prosperity, then | have
wasted my life’. The thing is monstrous."”

The Dean set out in search of a L-ue
Christian outlook, a faith more human-
istic, more searching in its claims on
conduct, less content with conventional*
platitudes only. Finding the economic
hardships of working people intolerable,
he has all his. life a practising
Christian searching for a true brother-
hood of man on earth.

He has never wavered, where his
Christian beliefs and scieniific train-
ing have led him, to denounce what has
been at the time commonly acceptable.
He has never hesitated to hold a point
of view, even revolutionary and upset-
ting to the vested interests of the day,
when truth and the cause of humanity
have demanded his allegiance.

Extracts from
Our Plays

From “Decp Are The Roots™ — by
FUsseau and Gow,

ALICE: There's a différence between
un:tg'uu:uki:n is dark and mine is white.
I the world we live in today, everythin

conspires to make that a ve feat dit-

ference indeed. It's wrong, i?’s ase, but -
there it is, I tried to call you my equal,
[ was very nice to you, but [ realise now
that always in my heart I felt you were
different . . . No, that's wrong. I'll tiy to -
tell it honestly. In my heart I felt you
were — inferior. I pretended to be ¥a.ir
and judicious. I was even able to im-
press myself with my own great good
will . . . Well, with one blow, you de-
stroyed my ]uw:cl‘)" self-satisfaction. What-
ever understanding I had, I lost in a
moment. [ just couldn’t stop to think
that you were intelligent and truthful.
Like any red-necked planter, I leaped to
conclusions. I invoked the white man’s
law . . . I don’t want to be that kind of
person, Brett. 1 don’t want hatred on
my conscience. | want to be free too.
Free from fear and free from guilt . . .

What can I do, Brett?
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A Personal Reflection on the Defiance Campaign

“ Mine fjreﬁ #avﬂ Seen The Wateh Fires”

By Cecil Williams (National Chairman of the Springbok Legion)
AS | read in the newspapers of the arrest of Non-Europeans for breaking apart-

heid r

ulations in Johannesburg, Boksburg, Randfontein, East London and

Port Elizabeth, | am reminded of the American freedom song,
“Mine eyes have seen the watchfires of a hundred cfrcti:'lr;lg camps;

They have builded them an altar in the evening dews o

demip;

() be quick, my soul, to answer them, be jubilant my feet,

For God is marching on.”

The defiant gestures in many and distant parts of the country are the
watchfires of the camps of liberation — and my soul is jubilant. Jubilant, be-

cause their struggle is my struggle, their confidence is my confidence and their

liberation is my liberation.

Many people are anxiously asking
how the Campaign to Defy Unjust Laws
is progressing, Before | Fiw: A review
of the current siluation, let us — you
and I, Fellow:Legionnaire — bring our
vision into clear [ocus, free of the my-
opia of ignorance and the astigmatism
ol prejudice,

Let us focus our atlention on a single
Alrican “campaigner”, who was arrested
last Sunday night in East London for not
carrying a “pass". Let uz suppose he is
valled Joseph Mlambilo.

He iz an ex-soldier, married, with
three children. He shares a poor house
in the location with another family. He
works for a lirm of wool merchants and
carns ten or twelve pounds: a month.
Hiz life has been one of poverty and
sivkness: deprived of schooling, he is
ignorant: being black. his manhood has
heen humiliated ; locked out from the
ventres of crafl and professional train-
ing, his natural abilities have wasted
away, even as they cried out to be used,

And on Sunday night, July 20, 1952
he was arrested by South African police-
men for not carrying a piece of paper.

What does e think? What does he
know ?

The conditions of his life, every day
and every year of his life, have propwlled
him to thiz day. this hour, this gesture.
Does he know what he is doing? DO
YOU KNOW WHAT HE IS DOING?

The early Christian in the arena, the
sans-culoties in the French Revelution.
- the English Chartist in a hunger-march
to London, the Indian peasant in a civil
disohedience strike, the soldier at Ala-
mein or Stalingrad, none of these could
have known what their gestures would
give rise to. what contrehution rach was
making in the great struggle from which
none of us can e the nltimate
liberation of all mankind from a hostile

wiiverse and from the penalties of our
own LgRoTance.,

Joseph Mlambilo has not read “Time
Longer than Rope”. He does not know
that for decades his people have risen
in large and small protest against intol-
erable exploitation and discrimination.
He rarely reads the “Daily Dispatch”
and only dimly knows that Africans in
the Congo and the Gold Coast and Ken-
ya and Rhodesia, that Asiatics in India
and Ching and Malaya and Vietnam are
fighting for their place in a safer, health-
ier, happier wnr]cf

But Mlambilo made his gesture on
Sunday night in East London, because
ﬁnfumslanus stronger than he propelled

1.

Can you remain indifferent? Yon
have a wife, children, ambitions. You
seek for yourself and your family the
best things in life. Joseph Mlambilo seeks
no more than that.

Let us not, however, hoodwink ocur-
selves that Joseph and all the other
Campaigners are coming to you and me
BEGGING for a share in the good
thi Mot at all. The misery and frus-
tration of their lives have gnawed so
near their very vitals, that at last they
are saying, "We take our stand on the
fact that we are men and women. We
now insist on creating the conditions
which will make our lives worth living . .
and you cannot stop us."

And yet, they say this with so much
more wisdom than white South Africans
have ever shown. They poinl oul o us
that they at anyrate still believe there is
room and food and work enough for us
all. They do not need or wish to dis-
possess the white people, for, after all,

they say, white people are human Loo!

‘Moreover. despite the inner cringing
and apprehension of the whites, they do
not come with assegaiz and gims. They

have planned a peaceful strategy, which
— let it be noted — not all our hysteria
and batons and guns will be able to
withstand.

And now for a review.

The Campaign is going according to
plan, Many sympathisers, 1 surmise, are
disappointed that there have been no
tremendous explosions, no violence, not
even from the police! That iz az ar.

ranged.

The first stage of the Campaign was
designed as an organisational and pro-
paganda step. The first batches of volun-
teers in selected centres have given de-
monstrations to all the other Non-Euro-
peans of the pattern of the Campaign.
At the same time, the acts of defiance
and the arrests have enabled the leaders
io carry their organisational work into
wider fields, where previously there was
not even a branch of the African Nat-
ional Congress.

Today the leaders have available
groups of volunteers ready to go into
action. But they are being held back
until appropriate times. Only last Sun-
day, for instance, was East London
given the signal to go ahead. Cape Town
is stifl being restrained. As time goes on
aradually [flﬂ whole country will come
alive, until the ripe moment comes for
masses of people Lo make their defiant
restu res.

Already the leaders are learning lex
sons [rom the early demonstrations. For
instance, the extreme ‘passivity” of the
Roksburg group — where the Campaign-
vrs gave notice lo the magistrate and
the location superintendent of their in-
lention to enter the location without per-
mits --- has been dropped, since in court
Lthey were charged not with illeial entry
lut with incitement to public disorder.
The early decision not to appeal against
convictions has been rescinded and
cvery case thal can possibly be fought
will be fought out in the law courts.

Far from being despondent with the
results so far achieved, the leaders are
well satisfied. The slow and ul:e.u.l:]].r tem-
po of the Campaign so far is indeed in-
dicative of the massive, solid, inexorahle
movement that will develop.

Mine eyes have seen the watchfires of
a hundred circling camps. There are

ten thousand fires waiting the signal for
kindling.
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“The River” has been hailed az a
unique film experience. It certainly is,
in more ways than one. 1t is difficult 10
recall any art form —J.llﬂ].r. novel or
film— where badly flawed parts amount
lo such a magnificent whole.

Jean Renoir, who before he went Lo
Hollywood was responsible for some un-
usual French filme, directed *The River
in India with a largely unknown cast.
With the assistance of the Authoress he
adapted the script from a novel by
Rumer Godden.

The story centres in an English family
whose home is on the banks of the
(ranges. The fourteen year old daughter
Harriet, her friend Valerie, who is six-
teeni, and their friend and neighbour
Melanie, daughter of a European father
and an Indian mother, fall romantically
(and impermanently) in love with a
visiting American ex-Serviceman, crip-
pled and embittered as a result of his
wounds. Harriet writes poetry in an
exercise book to attract his attention;
Valerie, alternately cruel and tender,
eventually drives home his disability by
making him fall heavily during a game
of quoits. Only Melanie comes close to
understanding him and helps him to
come to terms with himself.

The death of Harriet's young brother
from snake bite, following her romantic
disillusionment, drives her to attempted
suicide. The ex-Serviceman consoles her
and helps her to adjust herself to a more
mature attitude to life.

The whole approach of the film is that
of a tourist in a strange land. With the
aid of Claude Renoir’s wonderful techni.
colour photography Renoir has assem-
bled a magnificent picture of India as a
fortunate visitor might see it. Brilliantly
coloured blooms, soft-hued landscapes.
excitingly staged ceremonies, — all are
a delight to 5“? eye. Harriet's story of
Krishna and the girl is cﬁictnﬁaﬂf de-
lightful and incidents, such as the flying
of the kites, where the gaily coloured
kites dance in thythm to sprightly music.
are superbly done.

The Indian musical background is en-
chanting and contrasts o%cﬂwly with
the Viennese waltzes which accompany

the scenes of the English home.

The casting of Harriet and the ex-
Serviceman is far from ideal and a good
deal of their playing is inept. It is in-
teresting to recall that Renoir has stated
that he does not approve of the trend to
casting “natural” actors (as opposed to
profeseionals). The Indian actress Rad-
ha as Melanie is sometimes a little stilted
although she dances magnificently.

Screen and SME'

“THE RIVER?”
and

“MONTSERRAT?”

Adrienne Corri as Valerie looks superb
and shows signs of real ability, while
of the older actors Arthur Shields as
Melanie's father is perhaps the most
convineing.

But it is in the film’s construction that
the most serious flaws are apparent. An
unnecessary and irritating commentary
by the adult Harriet reflecting on her
vouth is the constructional frame upon
which the film is built. Although occa-
sionally quite beautiful most of the com-
mentary reiterates what has already been
made clear visually. The dialogue is
often inept but sometimes very good in-
deed. Some individual scenes betray the
same messy construction as the film as
a whole, and it is a tribute to the bril-
liant handling of certain sequences that
they so [[ll.lgk.']-’ dispel irritation pre-
viously raised.

Apparently Rencir's French films were
known for their untidy construction, while
his Hellywood prc-crm:ﬁum were, with
one or two exceptions, efficient and
empty. If that is true, one feels inclined
to accept Rencir as an imperfectionist
whose ucts are very much more
worthwhile than those of hiz more offi-
cient but uninspired counterparts.

Extracts from Our Plays

From “Montserrat™ by Lillian Hell-
e mi'ap:ed' from Robles.

“Now Spain® is a country of
the dark and the sad. The days of
light have gone from us: we have only
half light, half knowledge., half Chris-
tianity. There is no man in Church or
University to light the candle: or if he
he, and if he dare, he is killed and the
candle flickers out. Back, back we go to
the purge, the angelic water. the rejec-
tion of natural science, the refusal to
honour human life. When will Spaniards
understand that ignorance is eruelty and
cruelty is death? Not to others, as he
now interprets it, but to himself. Because
the murderer is his own executioner.”

*Substitute South Africa for Spain.

THERE is an old theatrical superstition
that a good dress rehearsal means
a poor opening night. Everyone present
at the dress rehearsal of “Montserrat™
reporls that the iulpn::lrtuul second acl
was absolulely inspired. Unfortunately,
tradition was upheld and the following
night’s performance was rogged indeed.
Fortunately, the reviewer saw two sub-
sequent performances, apd | must say
immediately that both the play and the
prﬂdhi'liﬂu were well above the average
we see in Johannesburg,

The melodramatic device, “hl‘J':*h}’ #1%
innocent people will die unless a man be-
trays their country’s liberator, may have
one or two flaws, but the strong situa-
tion iz s0 dramatically dﬂ'ulnpas. is &0
revealing of human nature, that Miss
Lillian Hellman (or Monsieur Rohles)
deserves far more praise than censure.

The cast was, gen excellent. Mi-
chael Drin, whe p?:-r:I'.’hye sadistic, neu-
rotic Colonel lzquierde, gave a sustain-
ed, strong performance that revealed
a wealth of technical resource with
which to implement his clear conception
of the character. Simon Swindell, as the
actor Salcedo, was very effective and is
obviously an actor of unusual range, but
on re-seeing the play | discerned vagar-
ies in his performance that were a litHle
distracting.

Ronald Wallace did very well indeed
as Montserrat, particularly when he re-
membered to tone down his performance
in the earlier stages. It iz an almost in-
superably difficult role which has partly

ated at least two eminent overseas
actors, It is to Ron Wallace’s credit that
he almost always achieved convietion
through hiz sincerity.

As the Venezuelan hostages, Ra
Matuson. Laura Cherry, Cillah Jns]:mn}:
Ronald Arden and Leon Cohen were all
good. It was interesting to see how well
even the less experienced amongst them
responded to Ceeil Williams's direction.
Ronald Arden as Luhan deserves un-
qualified praise for a beautiful perform-
ance. Colin Romoff, who undertook the

part at rather short notice, was an au-
thentie Father Coronil.

Len Grossett's set was most appropri-
ate. Its mottled red walls so effectively
heightened the atmosphere that at times
the feeling of horror was almost unbear-
able. In fact. the most valid crticism of
the play itzelf was that horror was the
final emotion left with the audience at
the fall of the final curtain, where a
small adjustment ecould have sent us
away uplifted b}' the spectacle of cour-
age.
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Troubled Waters g the decision cannot be long in the
W. NISSEN [Continued from page 7] “::El-‘hﬂ‘ﬂ‘l:lrﬂl.mlmmﬂrilr

(PTY.), LTD. back, the people are carrying through the story I . For Sh*.l': mb;:fu-l:

Manuf R : ‘I;:I::lrwt:wn national liberation in their mFﬂ'ﬁllh to :Iml .Mm +h.rﬂ-lll pl
and OFS. Branch: Jnmng chapters in Iran's struggle bourgecisie walk the same hghl'-rnp-.
P.O. ‘l‘-u 1326, Johannesburg. l-:-r nationhood and in dence are  balanced precariously b-hrnn their
being fought out. Lulled by the popular twin enemies — imperialism and their
Netel Breneh: - : qniet, the Shah sought 1o plm::u in office own revelutionary workers. The events
P.O. Box 2420, Durban. as Prime Minister Ghawvam es Sultaneh, when 5 rds Hotel was burnt show
® friend of foreign imperialism; the people that despite Farouk's . the
P.O. Box 1545, CAPE TOWN. defeated the manceuvre in the streets of workers are a force to be reckoned with.
Teheran. The future of the Shah himself And the day of reckoning is fast ap-

proaching.
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hangs in the balance in the face of the
prubﬁ:: anger his attempt has aroused.
ON THE TIGHTROPE
Back to office comes Dr. M
liberal leader of the middle classes. But
this time he holds office in a new situa-

tion. Nine months ago he was strong
enough to ban the Tuﬂh Party. But Ih:
sands are running out against him. Mass

unemployment, poverty, wanl and op-

ression have stoked the fires of popular
Emmnlfnt Today, Prime Minister he
may be, but una le to rule without the
assistance and support of that very Tu-
deh Party which he banned. He too
stands at the parting of the ways. Either
rule with the Workers' Party, or go
under with the Shah against them. This
is the classic dilemma of the colonial
bourgeoisie in a revolutionary situation ;

e
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As the flames of Middle-East libera.
tion flare up, the m more than
Jl‘h“ the chains o perialism.

ey consum: loo thclﬂnrm plans
for a Middle Fast “Defence™ Treaty to

t the European “Defence”
Pact for I.E‘flrﬂﬂl'l! war against the So-
viet Union. In their struggle for indepen-
dence, neither nor Irn.n will swal-
low the dollar-baited American war

hook, for to do so would be to follow
the road and suffer the fate of 'Il'll.- ill-

fated Qhawvam.
in the Middle East, as *l'll'uu-ﬂwuf the
H;m peace and liberation are indivisi-
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Two Parties—Four Faces!
By a Special Correspondent

THE first thing to remember about American politics is that the United States
is a vast sub-continent divided into forty-eight states which have a great

deal more ind

ndence than, for instance, the

provinces of South Africa or

the counties of Britain. This means that state politics are almost as important as
national politics in America, and political parties do not exist, as in most coun-
ries, primarily to fight national issues and only incidentally to fight local issues.

The American parties are FimnriIT state i:'rrrhganili‘nﬁun:.
scale. Thus they

a loose federation on the nationa

ich come together:in
have not the cohesion and

unanimity on national issues which the political parties of other countries have.

A NEAT SWINDLE.

For many decades this fact was used
to put a very neat swindle across the
American people. Each party had two
faces whil:fvl
of the country. The Democrats appealed
to the industrial workers of the North
with a pro-labour policy, but at the same
time they were the party of anti-negro
reaction in the South, and it was the
reactionary Southerners who dominated
the party and took the highest offices in
it. Meanwhile the Republicans exploited
pro ive sentiment in the South with
a liberal attitude towards the negroes,
gnt it was in reality the party of the big

orthern industrialists.. Thus the pro-
gressives of each area were tricked into
voting for the reactionaries of the other,
and all possibility of progressive govern-
ment was effectively excluded.

This system does not work quite so
smoothly today. The tremendous strain
which was put on the American econo-
my during the depression of 1929-33 led
to & shake-up in American politics and
the introduction of a new policy by Roo-
sevelt. This policy amounted to the aban.
donment of nineteenth-century capitalisi
theory and the adoption of Keynesian
anti-depression measures. These mea-
sures, assisted by the upgmlnh of the
second World War, were brilliantly suc-
cessful in ending the depression, and the
Democrats have been trading on this
success ever since, This has given them
a well-defined national policy, and the
result has been a ial breakdown of
the two-faced nature of the American
parties. The Democrats have discovered
the possibility of appealing to progres-
sive sentiment throughout the country
without seriously endangering the exist-
ing set-up, and this seems to pay better
dividends than the old schizophrenia.
They have therefore abandoned their de-
fence of “white supremacy”™ in the South

it used in different parts-

and now present themselves as the stan-
dard bearers of progress in all parts of
the country. This has led to serious dis-
content among the “Dixiecrats”, but the
oain in negro votes has made it well
worth while.

These new tactics have placed the
Demaocrats in an extramely strong posi-
tion. Their boast is "In 1932, the Ameri-
Ean -hwnrhi n::: Iﬁng fu:k +hri:lld: fo-

ay he is in a parking place,
and there is N‘Eﬁl:illﬂ' truth in this to
sway a lot of votes. Furthermaore, they
have given millions of Americans a vest-
ed interest in their policy. The farming
community receives immense subsidies,
and the number of Government employ-
ees has cketed. The trade unions
are given mment backing in their
wage claims and the workers do not
ril' realise how completely and regu-
arly these increases are wiped out by
inflation.

NO ANSWER.

To all this the Republicans have no
answer. They cannot attack the Demo-
crots on the ground that the workers
should be getting increases in real
wages as opposed lo money wages, or
that the American workers’ prosperity
would be still. greater if corporation pro-
fits were cut. or that Keynesian pallia-
lives are no permanent answer to
danger of depression. They can only
bleat out “rugged individualism™ and
fantastically accuse the Democrats of
Communism. When they talk of decreas.
ing state expenditure, BEET please a few
hundred thousand sdper tax payers but
terrify millions of farmers and Govern-
ment employees. They have not lived
down the depression, and until 2 Demo-
crat depression arrives, it seems that
they mever will.

In this melancholy situation, the Re-
publicans had a choice of two stunts to
overcome their handicaps. The first was
to fight the 1952 election mainly on

Tue.atiuus of fanigildlaﬂairs. Senator
] aft, supported by cArthur, the de-
mented McCarthy and the “China Lob-
by", wanled to attack the Democrats as
“appeasers of world communism” and
stampede America into an immediate
war with China. With an electorate in
a state of war hysteria, this was a pro-
mising line, but it had its drawbacks.
MacArthur's recent record is ome not
only of blatant warmongering but also
of gross incompetence as a’' general, The
proposition that America should have
prevented the formation of Communist
overnments in Eastern Furope and
ina can be destroyed by the simple
question “How?" (quite apart from the
morals of the matter). The proposition
that Mr. Dean Acheson is a secret Com.-
munist agent is so lodicrous that even
Americans must boggle at it.

GLAMOUR BOY IKE.

So the Republicans have fallen back
on their second alternative, which is the
nomination of a "glamour" candidate
who, they hope, will pull in votes by his
personal reputation, irrespective of his
Eolc‘:. This candidate is, of course, Mr,

senhower,

On foreign affairs, Mr. Eisenhower
substantially endorses the policy of Pre-
:lemt Trﬂmn-dﬂn internal affairs he

as no policy and is completely ignorant
of the issues at stake, ,ni.]]}I he?r.ui“du is
repeat the old parrot-cries of “freer en
terprise” and reduction of state-spend-
ing. He will no doubt attempt to attack
the details of Democrat foreign policy,
but he does not endorse the lunatic pro-
posals of MacArthur and has nothing
new to offer in this field. He must rely
almost entirely on his winning person-
nHt?r :!nr'I his war reputation to get his
majorily.

an he do it? Prohably not. If the
democrats can live down the corruption
in the Truman administration, they
stand an excellent chance of winning
with Governor Stevenson who was no-
minated in spite of protestations of “I
don’t want it” (quite touching, that). In
any case, it can safely be assumed that
the Democratic r.-andisutr: will be a con-
firmed Trumanite and will faithfully re-
peat the formula which has served so
well for twenty years.

What is the significance of it all for
the rest of the werld? With Taft and
MacArthur eliminated, the answer seems
to be "Very litHe", American foreign
policy will not be much changed, who-
ever wins the election, and we need have
no sleepless nights about the subsidisa-
tion of Mid-Western big farmers,
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