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HE Defiance Campaign is testing the
integrity of political parties no less
than the integrity of individuals. During
the past week or two the United Party
has shown a sad lack of both moral and
political integrity.

i?lll:l'l-ﬂl‘. at parl?- conferences and
public utterances elsewhere divulge a
retreat from the challenge of race rela-
tions that can arouse only alarm and de-
spondency among the anti-Mationalist
forces. Mr. Sirauss condemns the De-
fiance Campaign: Mr. Mitchell fears it:
Sir de Villiers Graaff misrepresents it:
Mr. Blaar Coetzee states that there are
no differences between the Native Poli-
cies of the Nationalist Party and the
United Party: Mr. Tighy is indignant
that the United Party iuul-d be accused
of ever having considered extending the
franchise to all Coloured men: Mr.
Strauss announces a policy that boils
down to "apartheid" in English.

United Party leaders in all provinces
are urging that the "problem™ be lifted
above party politics. Mr. Strauss and
Dr. Malan speak obliquely of 'making
approaches' to each other: the Dutch
Reformed Churches are planning a con-
ference of representatives of all Chris-
tian churches to consider the "prob-
lem": "Die Vaderland" remarks on the
ease with which political leaders could
get together over this "problem™: and,
finally, the Mazi-admirer, Oswald Pirow,
meets mining-men and other individuals

and recommends a nen-party solution
to the "problem".

What utter political bankruptey and
moral turpitude these gestures show!

What, however, is of greater import
than these despicable evasions, is the

laving of a cruel trap for the unwary
electorate. For trap it is. The trap has

been desioned, constructed and is being
cperated by the Mationalists with one
single purpose — to catch voters. How

THE BAITED: TRAP

lamentable it is that United Party lead-
ers, as voorlopers, are the ones to lead
their supporters into the trap.

There can be no such thing as lifting
the racial problem out of the political
arena, for it dominates all day and every
day our whole lives, political, social, eco-
nomic and moral. There can be no South
African political party which does not
have a pelicy — or an apo for one
— covering the field of race relations.
As long as there are Africans and poli-
tics in South Africa, so long must there
be political parties with Eiﬁarani ap-
proaches to +|:

The Nationalist Party, recognising the
emotional appeal of "colour", will never
agree to a non-party approach to race
rﬂa‘l‘inn:. for without the slogan of
"apartheid”, i would :urrnngar its
chances of winning the general election

is major issue.

LiH’iﬂg the Native question

out of the arena of
party politics

and that is something which, come day,
come night, the Broederbond will never,
never do. All talk, theretore, of a joint
solution of the "problem" is a sham, a
smokescreen. The Mationalists, having
come this far, will not surrender power
and will not, therefore, surrender their
exclusive catchword, "Apartheid".

The United Party, because of the di-
vergent interests it serves, both liberal
and reactionary, cannot evolve a clear-
cut Mative Policy. It flounders, tempo-
rises, apes the Mationalists in an at-
tempt to win platteland votes and now,
iinaE',r, throws in the sponge, gives up
the struggle and indulges in obscurantist
talk of "a joint effort.”

There is only one solution to the im-
passe reached in race relations and that
is a policy, economic, political and so-

(Continued on page 7)
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IF THE SOIL DIES ...

THE NATION DIES!?

by T. C. ROBERTSON,
Editor of Veldtrust.

NINETEEH fimes | have listened to red robed judges pronouncing the death

sentence on men and women. On Africans and Europeans. | never got used to
it or to the death odour of fear that came from the body of the condemned
murderer and pervaded the court room in these agonising moments of terror.

Death suddenly

seemed to become tangible and real, a visual and audible

bol of the final ragedy of all mankind — even if it were only a bad and anti-
::l:“;d human that was heﬁ told of the grim penalty.

For months now I have been listeni
to the death sentence being pronounced,
not on one man or woman but on &
whole nation.

But the strangest thing about it is that
I can find no trace terror, or even
fear. It may be that the words of the
sentence lack meaning and drama, for it
comes not from the judges but from
scientists. There is no black-bordered
parchment on which the sentence is writ-
ten. It was published as an official re-
port, the Annual Report of the Dulput-
ment of Agriculture for the year 1951.
The Secretary for Agriculture, who wrote
the words, simply said that the soils of
our intensive farming area were showing
an alarming collapse of structure.

It means that life and fertility are
ebbing from our good earth.

In his annual report the Chairman
of the Veld Trust pictured the situation
in economic terms. He said that if the
ﬁaple were told that the reefs of the

itwatersrand no longer contained their
precious grains of gold, they would un-
derstand the seriousness the threat
immediately. But this loss of “structure”
in our soils was a far worse calamity
to the nation. And nobody pays any
heed to the warning.

The statement by the Secretary for
Agriculture means that we are losi
that batHe, that our nation and our cu
ture will vanish in the sands. We have
learned nothing from the fate of Car-
thage.

I think the main trouble is that there
is no sense of time, of finality, in this
verdict, There is a feeling that it is all
fan of a slow, natural process, like the
ormation of mountains and valleys, and
that the day of the execution may be in-
definitely postponed, halted for future
generations to decide, |

But if you know how soils are formed,
.how the lifeless mother rocks become
fertile, then this idea is quite wrong.
Slowly through the long ages climate,
plants, ani and microbes build up
a soil. Wheﬁ mmihmghsm fahn:s it with
tractors and plou or his grazing
herds, he iz drawing on a reserve that
took thousands- of years to build up.
This is known as “the exploitation of
virgin furtiliz:' At first the process of
emptying storehouse iz gradual.
There is a steady decline which, depend-
ing on how intensive the exploitation is,
may last for twenty or thirty years. But
then there is reached what is known as
the “breaking point”. Itis a which
can measured with scientific accu-
racy, by men working with sieves and
test tubes, with electronic spectographs

or by looking at the plants growing on
that soil. F

With far greater certainty than any
doctor examining a patient, who might
have cancer, they can say:

“This soil has reached breaking point.
It will be lifeless in five years' time.”

That is what happened in the Ameri-
can dust bowl. At first it seemed that
the pgreat farming corporations with
their fleets of tractors and combines
would be able to go on exploiting these

plains forever.

But within a few years the soil had
reached breaking point, the dust bowl
was upon them and Dr. Hugh Bennett
could point to the red clouds over
Washington and get Congress to agree
to a conservation service.

If you were to talk to the soil chemist
in his laboratory at Potchefstroom he
could, with greatest certainty, show you
all the evidence that in large areas of
our Maize Triangle, the agricultural
heartland of our country, the soils have
reached “breaking point”.

That is why the Secretary for Agri-
culture writes about an “alarming col-
lapse of structure.”

And the time left for us to rem
the situation can no longer be measu
in terms of generations or decades. It
is a question uf‘xear:. The great South
African dust bowl is upen us in our life-
time — unless the nation goes to war,
unless it acts nmeidiF?md by the
most implacable enemy of man.

“THE NEW POLICE OATH”

Attention: Mr. C, R, Swart
‘Dost thou nr:ne;! the old creed of coercion

Dost thou regard all freedom with aversion, -

Tried and true
And hate her name? I do’,

‘Wilt thou respect, court, venerate the Nat. classes,
W hate’er they seek to compass — good or ill? I
Wilt thou molest and vilify the masses

I'n word and deed?" "I wnll’,

‘Swear’st thou to wield thy baton cruel and gory;
To smite and curse, and wound, and overbear?
Then seize and persecute with lying story

Some injured wretch? I swear’.

Adapted from the original of Henry Salt.
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HISTO.RY . . is Made at Night !

MuEEHRDH hasz always been one of

those fellows who get ribbed merci-
lessly wherever a crowd gets together.
Whether it is his hangdog expression
that accounts for it, or the fact that
sceretly he enjoys this way of getling
into the limelight I've never really de-
cided.

They were all at him hammer and
tongs when [ cut through the fog of
igarette smoke and gin fumes and join-
:f]l:"lg‘l the party in Jake Paitley’s room.
They stood around him, in a cirele, and
he had that sheepish smile on his face,
protesting mildly, but not enough to
make them stop. Most of the men were
supporting themselves on the shoulders
of girls they'd found about the place
and dragged along, in the way journal-
ists always manage to do in foreign
towns. And they were all screeching to
make themselves heard sbove the un-
heeded boogie-woogie that was coming
from the radio in the corner.

I felt rather tired as I poured myself
a drink. The whole thing was as stale
and flat as last week’s r. Just an-
other of those nights like so many I
had been through in the same place.
There was something about those inter-
minable Council of Europe discussions
in Salzburg that was driving us all to
these night]]r huddlez in one room or an-
other of the Kammerplatz Hotel, until
we knew all of each other's jokes and
anecdotes, and knew at exactly whal
stage of the night each of us would pass
out quietly in a corner, or stageer un-
steadily and greenly to the door.

The trouble was probably that therc
was no news fit to send; or if it was
news, that we all knew that no-one was
interested in reading it when it got to
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Last month the front page of the
“Rand Daly Mail” carried a story in
bold type about hungry dogs in flun-
gary. Fighting Tualk is privileged to pub-
lish the inner facts of the story, as re-
vealed by one of Europe’s leading cor-
respondents, who impaired the linings of
his stomach and the tissues of brain io
present this exclusive scoop—The Edi-
lors.

the other end, and [finally appeared,
much mutilated by the editor, on page
four of the London, New York and
Paris papers. We were as miserable as
retired army colonels in seaside board-
ing houses. Only gin and ribbing Me-
Kerron made life bearable.

Nobody took any notice when 1 said
“Hi!” and joined the ecircle, Manning
of the Tribune had the floor, grinning
insanely over the same old stuff. “And
he had to come back the next morning,
with a police escort, to ask her husbhand
for his trousers back,” he said. A pause
[or the punch line and then: “Had the
key of his typewriter in them.” There
were screams of lauphter from the new

irla, and some hearty and insincerc

a Has from the rest of us. McKerron
just looked sheepish, and grinned a sort
of “WE]I-T-am-aIint-uf-ﬂ-I.'l!:m-]lmn" smile
all around.

Cain of the Daily News started off as
soon as he could make himself heard:
“Do you remember the time . . ." but
McKerron cut in on him, timidly as
usual, saying: “Look, fellows. I really
must go, Got to get off a dispatch. Really
must.” He started to push his way
through them, grinning at the raucous
“Good God! Do thg' pay you for that
stuff 7" and jeers that always greeted
his suggestion that he too reported like
the rest of us hacks, He seemed to be
drunker than usual, pushing rather more
heavily than was necessary.

And then Parker of United Press said
something that seemed to hurt him.
“Don’t give us that act!™ he said. “We

all know that none of your dispatches
ever get published.”

McKerron, for the first time that |
can remember, gol angry.

“What the hell do you mean?” he
shouted. “All stufl gets printed.
Everything.” He tapped his chest for
emphasis two or three times. “I can
write anything, see. Anything at all.
And they’ll publish it.”

Parker loves having the last word.
Instead of letting it ride, he said into
the rather strained silence, “Try the one
about the dog that peed on the Russian
Commandant’s leggings, and see if they
publish that.” ﬁ&ermn’s anger sub-
sided a bit, and he grinned again. “Any-
thing” he said. “Anything at all. Want
a bet on that?”

“Sure,” Parker said. “Anything for
a langh in this morgue. I compose it;
you send it.” McKerron just nodded.
“Come along,” he said. “Never put off
till tomorrow what you're too sober to do

(Continued on next page)

you that this magazine is one

with your

Johannesburg.

If you are not already a regular subscriber of “Fighting Talk", let us remind
the few progressive, militant anti-Nat. monthlies
left in the country. Why not become a subscriber?

Subscription : 5s, per annum, Please fill in this form and send it together
ostal Order to The Secretary, Springhok Legion, P.0. Box 4088,




October, 1952.

HGHTING TALK

today.” “Count me in,” Cain shouted.
“My ;u’liy Must have my say,” said
Jake Paitley. There was a chorus of me
toos from all over the room. In the end
we all trooped down to the writing room,
which had been turned over to us for

m during the Council of Europe

McKerron put some paper into the
machine and waited. “Shoot!™ he snap-
ped, like a Hollywood tycoon.

“Dateline Budapest,” said Parker. The_
clattered for a moment, and were

ill. “Headline: Hungry dogs in Hun-
gary,' Cain diﬂtntniBHcKerrm typed.
“Outlawed”, Paitley anr’a[;pnﬁed before he
had finished typing. erron put it
down just like that. We all began to take
a hand in it, topping each other as we
went along. It wasn't brilliant, we were
all too much under the weather for that;

but no worse than a lot of the stuff we ~

send out from time to time. It went like
thiz:
The Hungarian Government has is-

sued strict orders that in future, all
dogs are to be fed twice a day, on pain

of death. “The Central Committee of the
Communist Party has announced that
dogs are purely proletarian animals, and
to treated as such.” That was from
Carré of Soir. The reason for all this?
“Dogs bark too much when hungry,”
was the best follow.up from Westley:
fI‘.P]Llnd lirlu-:n H:LEI sound of the radic —

ope, 1 hope, I hope,” from May Ban-
nister of Radio Times. “Police can't
hear people listening in to banned broad-
casts,” Parker fi]]es in; “Especially the
Voice of America and the B.B.C.,” =aid
Tom Allen of Time. And that was how
we ended it.

We all went along in taxis to the tele-
E::.ph office to see he sent it as it was.
the way McKerron, who was in my
cah, knocked back several gins from the
bottle, which helped him carry it off
without a moment’s hesitation. After-
wards we stood on & street corner in the
bitter moonlit cold and sang “My coun-
try U'is of thee”, until a policeman re-
minded us it was 3 am. and moved us
on.

All the next day everyone seemed a
little depressed. Partly it was the hang-

over; but largely the sense of doom as

we waited for the curt telegraphed mes-
sage from McKerron's chief telling him
to look for another job. We did our
drinking silently in the bar that evening.
And at last the message came, There
was dead silence as McKerron opened
the envelope. Then he gave a loud, “Yip-
ee.” “Drinks all round on me,”
he ;h]:::miﬂ{;'l‘ve i:l}m: E:.]lLiatm ':E this.”
read it. “Dispatch scooped press
much appreciated to ) Tra.mdgr imme-
diately to Budapest for follow-up and
background story stop arranging syndi-
cate to USA Brotherton Editor."

Only Parker rose to the occasion.

“Well cut my legs off and call me

Shorty!" he said. I think he spoke for
all of us.

f Eﬂhqndum_nl;w the rest ﬂ: uz was not
ar ind. l1nhe messages to come
in thick and fast. United PE::! to Par-
ker: “Associated Press scoop us h

dn%ﬂ,ar}' stop skiing and report.” Hearst
to Paitley: “ pictures hungry dogs
biting secret police or bite some your-
self.” Time to Allen: “Balding pressman
McKerron says ‘Hungry dogs not shag-

gy’ stop send two paragraphs urgent.

It was like that all down the line. We
all felt the hot breath of some young-

and-coming - cub - reporters  breathing
down our neck if we slipped a like
that. We redoubled the ma of gin and

got back to work, with our stomach-
ulcers a little worse and our codes a lit-
tle lower than our ankles,

“There’s only one rhinﬁ for it,” May
Bannister said at last. “Let’s have a
party again. My place this time.” “And
this time,” said Paitly, “not just a
straight gin. This time I mix the drinks;
hu_t good.” “This lot of stories,” Allen
said, “will have to slay them. Let's see.
What about cats?" "Czl.iml:ing the iron
curtain,” Cain added, quick as a’ flash.

_ Ah well. Here we go again. Watch for
it In your papers.
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declared legal but all forms of coalition
such as the Union Democratcia — a
coalition brought about for the Presiden-
tial Elections — were banned, thus
securing to the Peronista a certain
majority in the next election.

35] The Army. All officers of the old
regime were dismissed on trumped-up
charges or no charges at all and re-
placed by al” men.

(6) The Press. A vigorous attack
was launched on the independent press,
particularly on the newspapers, La Pren-
sa and La Nacion, on the grounds of fal-
sifying reports and aiding Argentina’s
enemies. Their editors were imprisoned,
their distribution machinery destroyed
at the instigation of the so-called Union
of Newspaper Vendors, their offices
searched and their presses attacked. Fin-
ally they were closed down, to reappear
some time later under new management
and inspired with a suitable enthusiasm
for the Government of Colonel Peron.

Coincidentally vigorous attacks were
launched on the *venal foreign press”,

accused of “misleading reports on

events in the Argentine.” (Ping!)
Meedless to say the gallant Colonel

won the 1951 elections gy a handsome

majority.
fortty PROPHECY

And now, may we venlure a pro-
phesy? It is not too much to assume
surely that since the programme of the
Nationalist Government in South Africa
has hitherto followed so faithfully the
pattern designed by Peron, it will con-
tinue to do so.

If this assumption is correct, then the
Government’s programme for the next
few Parliamentary sessions will very
likely include:

(1) the alteration of the constitution
to eliminate the Entrenched
B et

e i ment of certain judges
by the “High Court of Parliament”
sitting in camera;
official government control of the
trade unions, the outlawing of
strikes, and the establishment of
Labour Courts;

(4) control of the opposition press;
(5) the banning of party coalitions.

See how easy it is to be a prophet!
Make no mistake — all this is going to
happen, and it will all be done by “con-
stitutional means", unless —

unless the Opposition comes forward
NOW with a strong clear cut progres-
:I‘wa poli hu:r:‘ upmal &ﬂumia:{ of
emocratic ri to iberty-loving
South Afﬁcani

(2)

(3)
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PERON LEADS—
MALAN FOLLOWS

AHDNE the many countries which showed a partiality for axis ideals during
the late war, Juan Peron's Argentina stands high on the list. |+ was not, in

fact, until March 1945 that this country declared war on Mazi

Germany, nor,

it goes without saying, because the Government of Senor Farrell, in which Peron
was Vice-President, had become convinced of the justice of the Allied cause,
but in order to gain a place in the queue when the final hand-out tock place.

The truth of the matter is that neither
Farrell nor Peron had ever been re-
markable for their enthusiasm for the
democratic way of life. In the Argen-
tine, members of the Opposition have
always lived dangerously. They have a
high” mortality rate, the canse of death
being, usually, shooting at the hands of
“spontaneous” demonstrators, proving
their devotion to the cause of Argenti-
nian Nationalism.

And yet, if you were to accuse the
good Colonel Peron of being a Dictator,
he would, like Dr. Malan, Blackie Swart
and other Cabinet Ministers, raise pious
hands in horror and cry, ‘But how can
that be? Look at my record! I have
extended the Franchise to the women
for the first time in Argentina’s hislory;
during my first term as President, 1
legalised the C.P. for the first time in
15 years; I have initiated great improve-
ments in the conditions of the workin
classes — how can I be called a Die-
tator ?"

"CONSTITUTIONAL
DICTATORSHIP"

Yes, all these things Colonel Peron
has, indeed, done. And he has done
more than that — he has achieved a
new form of state organisation, which
might be called the "C!nnutiluticmal Die-
tatorship”, a form which is of particular
interest to us in South Africa.

When in May 1946, Colonel Peron
was elected President by 1,479,517 votes
te 1,220,822, his supporlers were guite
delirious with enthusiasm. Banded to-
gether in an organisation 'called the
Peronista, they swept through the main
towns and cities, burning shops, attack-
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ing Jews, Americans and ‘foreigners’,
and making quite a night of it. Scores
of people were shot by stray bullets fired
from the guns of exuberant youngsters
having their “bit of fun.” During these
“celebrations” the police acted as bene-
volent onlookers. n}:'ﬂ.?u it Wﬂﬁ ap-

ar by an acute rush of impartielity to
ﬁe head, they conceived it as their boun-
den to remain “neutral” and “above
politics”. Meanwhile the Peronista made
certain demands, among them an end to
“foreign domination” and rew:a&
against “traitors and unnational .
ments.”

Peron, obedient to the Volkswil, pro-
ceeded to arrest and imprison numerous
members of the opposition for carrying
on activities “against the best interests
of the state”. Hseasingled out a certain
Mr. Braden, the U.S.A. Ambassador, for
particular attack, accusing him of plot-
ting with the opposition to falsify the
election and gain control of the country
by force,

Notice that the opposition was a large
one, Only 250,000 votes out of a total of
nearly 3,000,000 separated Peronista
from the Union Democratcia, the oppo-
sition coalition. On the basis of this
scant majority, however, 304 Peronista
were returned to the Electoral College
— which finally elects the President —
as against 72! Peron gained an almost
100 per cent. majority in the Senate
(after two opposition members had “re-
sipned”) and a 75 per cent. majority in
the Chamber of Deputies.

CONSTITUTIONAL MEANS

What did the Opposition do in this
situation? The answer seems to be —
nothing much. In the first place the
composition of the Union Democratcia
was 30 diverse — ranging from bankers
and industrialists to near communists —
that the Opposition found it almost im-
possible to agree on a common plan of
action.

Secondly, one finds no evidence of a
clear-cut policy which could exercise
an appeal to the masses of pecple as

strong as Peron's nationalist anti-U.5.A.
slogan.

Thirdly, Peron had captured the trade
unions by means of infiltration tactics,
gimilar to those employed by Albert
Hertzog, Du Pisanie, and others in our
own country. Particularly the working
class women, fired by the promise of the
vote, were staunchly Peronistic.

And now Peron proceeded to entrench
himself in power — and always by con-
stitutional means.

His attack followed six lines:

(1) The Constitution. Like our own
Nationalists, Peron suddenly discover-
ed, to his infinite sorrow, that the Con-
stitution was “out of date and designed
to perpetuate foreign domination by
keeping the people divided.” He, there-
fore, proposed altering it by :

(a) making the election of the Presi-
dent the subject of a direct appeal
to the popular vote instead of via
the electoral college. The object of
this change was to circumvent the
position whereby (as in this coun-
try) a majority of Opposition elect
ors might result from a small swing-
over of borderline volers;
enabling the President to stand for
a sccond term of office, which he
had not been itted to do in
terms of the old constitution and
(e) prolonging the life of the “safe”
Eennl.e from 4 to 6 years, while re-
ducing that of the Chamber of
Deputies from 9 to 6 years.

It is interesting to note that the Cham.
ber of Deputies approved the New Con-
stitution by 101 wotes to O after 15
Opposition Radicals had walked out as
a protest against Peron's “steam roller
tactics” (does this ring a bell?).

(2) The Courts. On July 17, 1944, the
Senate instituted proceedings against
several judges of the Supreme Court on
the gmundg: that they had shown anti-

overnment bias in declaring Peron's

bour Courts (see 3) ultra vires. Take
particular note that Senate declared
itself @ Hight Court and heard evidence
in camera. On April 30, 1947, these
judges were finally impeached and dis-
missed from office, Needless to say, all
responsible opinion is agreed that their
impeachment was merely a pretext for
their replacement on the Bench by
Peronista.

(3) The Trade Unions. These were
placed wunder Government control.
Strikes of any sort were declared illegal
while all disputes were to be referred
to the Labour Courts (see 2).

(4) The Opposition. All parties were

{Continued on previous page)

(b)
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E daily press dismissed the new

Soviet Five Year Plan in a few curt
lines. It was not so easy to dismiss the
UNO statement which announced that
Soviet production figures were up, while
the Western world’s were down.

Truth has a way of coming out. Figur-
es of a plan can be ignored, supressed;
but the results of that plan, if they are
large enough, if they are important
enough will eventually break through the
confines set by the most hide-bound edi-
tors and the most prejudiced opponents.
The Fifth Five Year Plan can hardly
be described as large. It is tremendous,
gigantic — one fumbles for a word. Its
effects, when it has been completed, are
incalculable. It is hard to reduce such a
plan to cold print, for in figures it is
just a long string of percentages; but
those percentages spell happiness and
plenty, leisure and culture, security and
comfort for the people of the Soviet
Union.

Think of it that way when you read
that the U.S.S.R. aims to produce £170
worth of industrial goods in 1955 for
every £100 produced in 1950. In some
fields more — 859 more oil, B0%% more
fertilizer, 2209 more cement; 2109
more canned goods; 929 more meat
productz. And think of it with the reali-
sation that there are no meat or cement
maﬁmtﬂ. to reap the profits, no share-
holders to gain the benefit. Remember
that the betﬁeeﬁta uilﬂﬂvanut I::i:-um m

omng to o who produce
guoﬁ partly inpeth]l: form of ]:ugea, part-
y by way of lowered prices, partly by
way of social services and partly by

way of state re-investment to make the
Sixth Five Year Plan more startling

still.
ROAD TO LIFE

This is a plan that cannot be brushed
aside. But it needs explaining. What is
it that drives the Soviet people on to

by Ben Giles

these feats ol enthusiasm, feats of which
they have proved themselves ca in
the previous Plans, but feats which have
never before reached the startling
hei now being attempted. From the
reading of the cold print of the plan it
becomes apparent that what are
seeking is described as “The Good
Life"”, The plan calls it *. . . growth
of the material well-being, rise in the
health and cultural level of the people.”

Production is to be the base of that
good life. Not just more goods, but bet-
ter gmdu. And those better goods to be
pro

uced in greater quantities by the

rationalisation of labour, and by the
widescale development of automatic,
mechanizsed processes, Already the first
of these “robot” factories have been
tried, tested and found successful, carry-
ing through complicated industrial pro-
cesses virtually without the aid of men.
The electric brain can be used for bet-
ter purposes than complicated calcula-
tions on behalf of manufacturers of
atom-bombs. It can be used for running
vast electric genﬂrﬂﬁnieuaﬁmm deter-
mining the output needed to cope with
the load demands, starting, stopping and
ﬂrglniai.nggrmu. It will be so0 used
in the U.S.5.R. by 1955, It can be used
for directing and controlling a vast in-
Idjuéugaéphnt. It will be 20 used in the

Such an innovation in the Western
world would be a mixed blessing. It
would throw thousands out of employ-
ment; it would so shrink the national
hﬂﬁ-ﬂﬂ?ﬂ]ﬂ as to paralyse trade. But
in the Five Year Plan, with its unbound-
ed horizon of industrial, agricultural and
commercial expansion, there are none

who need fear unemplo t. The plan
caters for their future. Despite the great

increases planned for industrial and agri-
cultural D?mductiun. there is to be an in-
crease of 159 in the number of office
and factory workers. Real wages, that is
the amount of goods m:l:un]ly%ﬂughl by
the worker’s wage envelope, will rise by

35% as a result of the reduction in retail -

prices. Farmers’ incomes in cash and in_

kind will rise by 409%. And this is not

A LEISURED PEOPLE

Despite all this, there will be more
leisure, and consequently greater r-
tunities for the flourishing of culture
and education. Life will be easier be-
cause public utility services — water
supplies, sewerage, heating, gas and pub-
lic urban transport will increase hi o6
Hospital beds and nurseries for children
will increase by 209, and kindergartens
4066, And 35% more trained, qualified
professional people in all branches of
the professions. Educational, scientific
and cultural institutions will increase by
5096. Agriculture will be more highly
mechanised to ensure that “the most ar-
duous operations” are no longer per-
formed by hand; mechanisation levels
for harvesting, cultivating and sowing
ranging from 70 to 95%.

There is more to it, much more. Not a
field of enterprise nor a channel of social
service is omitted from the vast schem-
ing of this plan inrrﬂlmty over one-
sixth of the earth's surface. Above all, it

. the end.

is a plan for peace; because without
it cannot be fulfilled. It could not
ve been produced by men whose minds

were concentrated on thoughts of war.

This iz its significance for us, and for
all the peoples of the West. He who
wants war prepares for war. He who
wants war prepares robot weapons; he
who wants peace, robot factories and
schools. This is the simple truth. And
that truth will out each day as the five
year plan moves towards it fulfilment in
1955; that is the truth that will out each
day the robot planes and the napalm
bombs fall from the skies of Korea.

THE BAITED TRAP

{Continued from page 1)
cial, based on the capacities and needs

of all the people. Such a policy must
have twin pillars o carry the supersiruc-
ture — an extension of the franchise and

the breaking down of the ipdusirial col-
G athe 3
no politica exists to propoun
and im;hmnnl* 'I'I;':Trpn'ﬁq, 'I'hrn E.;:h a
party will have to be established.

In the meantime, the task for intelli-
gent voters is to ex the fallacy of
"toenadering"; to hold back thoughtless
men and women from falling into the
trap of voting for the Nationalists; teo
propagate a constructive pelicy on race
relations, which will put new life into
the campaign to defeat the MNationalists
at the polls next year,
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DEAD DUCKS

E three universal motives for mur-

der, as any criminologist will tell
you, are fear, funds and females. I have
just become aware of the fourth. If I
am ever arrested on a charge of murder,
it will be because my victim has said to
me: “You know, | think that the colour
problem should be lifted out of the poli-

tical arena.”

This abysmally stupid and exasperat-
ing cliché has become a eurrent favour-
ite with every hack politician who wants
to be a sage.

How the so-called colour problem on
which every political party in South Af-
rica is firmly based can ever be other
than a party-political question is abso-
lutely beyond me. Mrs. Ballinger once
remarked that all South African politics
were native affairs, and she was right.
Since the cry of apartheid was responsi-
ble for boosting the Nationalist Party
into power, the Nats. should be the first
to admit that without the colour question
they are a party of dead ducks. You
might as well try to lift biology out of
the scientific arena.

On second thoughts, the Dutch Re-
formed Church are having a damned
good try at it

PROPAGANDA PLUM,

THE Prize Propaganda Plum is hand-
ed to the delegate at the Nationalist
Party Congress in the Free State, which
was held last month. Speaking on Afri-
can school feeding, he said the feeding
of Native school children should be stop-
d immediately. Their parents, he al-
eged, only un\i them to school for the
food and not for the education.

A word in your ear, Mr. What's-your-
name: The best education that African
parents in the Free State can give their

children is how to get sufficient food out
of a crowd of stingy, ignorant and back-

ward farmers,
. - - "

POLICY-MAKER

I DON'T remember which came first—

Mr. Strauss’s non-European Policy
or his Workers' Charter. But one has
followed the other to a speedy and de-
served extinction. The United Party
press has drawn a merciful curtain of
silence over both these “hammer-blows
for democracy™.

Since Mr. Strauss seems incapable of
ﬁruduuing any real alternative to apart-
eid and malanazism, it is perhaps not
surprising that he talks vaguely about
an above-party get-together on the col-
our question. It would relieve him of an
Iﬂ'flﬂ responsibility.

trr?

I AM afraid Mr. Strauss

is behaving like a mouse
instead of roaring defiance
he talks alliance.

FILM REVIEW

“Viva Zapata”

EM]LID ZAPATA—a name that rings
like a bautle call in the history of
Mexico. And 20th-Century Fox, throw-
ing caution to the winds, have recorded
that ring in the film epic, “Viva Zapa.
ta.”

The name of General Zapata became a
legend during Mexico's struggle against
her dictator in the early part of this
century. Starting as a peasant, he first
became prominent in the agricultural
upheavals which followed the univer-
sal demand for land. Outlawed, he built
a guerilla army around him and led a
bitter, tortuous and uncompromising
struggle against the ruling clique in
Mexico City, whose armies were sent
again and again to smash both Zapata
and the famous Pancho Villa, who was
conducting a similar fight in the South.

But the revolution was
successful. A new Presi-
dent was inaugurated and
democracy seemed about
to descend on Mexico:
land reform was pro-
mised ; Zapata went home.
But no sooner were the
peasants induced to hand
in their arms than the
old guard, army officers
and politicians, staged a
counter - revolution — a
good object lesson to the
political naiveté of the
underdog. Back came
Zapata, this time pushing
his way right through to
the Presidency.

His brief career as
Chief Executive was an
unhappy one, however.
He was afraid of his own

"

ower, regarding it as a short-cut to corruption and betrayal — another object

sson. Zapata would have made a good president had he extended his power
to the people and entrenched democracy with the active participation of the

wor and peasants of Mexico.

But it was not to be. He returned to his farm, again became discontented
and resumed guerilla warfare against a now firmly-entrenched military hierarchy.
He was eventually ambushed and shot by regular army troops.

The film is charged throughout with the relentless heroism of a people who

refuse to submit to
know so well from
Mexico.

anny, while avoiding always the synthetic glamour that we
ollywood. It is well directed against the authentic hills of

Above all, this picture is food and drink to the contemporary spirit of the
struggle for freedom. Zapatas are rare indeed, but they invariably arise once
the struggle is under way. Some are successful, others not, but they are as in-
evitable as the final outcome of the cause they champion.
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THE GERMANS’
UNPAID BILL

By * ROLLUS™

HIDW much is a man's life worth? What is the value in dollars, pounds, rupees
or crowns?. Who can estimate the worth of & million people, even if they

be Bantus, Indians, or even Jews? And what is "¢
alone the lives of a whole generation of highly civili

Yet the almightiest Western Imperial
Powers have fixed a price, and under the
label of “lsraeli — German negotia-
tions” which they dragged out for
months of humiliating haggling, finally
showed the world that the Nazis and the
Jews, of their own volition, had come to
an a t on “reparations”. The
Germans will pay 400-million marks be-
fore the end of the coming year, and
300-million yearly thereafter.

The Jewish people, remnants of the
millions exterminated with bestial tor-
tures by the Nazis, did not fall in with
the idea of reparations with such en-
thusiasm as was suggested by the non-
Jewish press. It was a bitter decision,
and one which has deepened the schism
already existing between the Israeli Gov-
ernment and the Opposition parties, The
Knesset (Israeli Parliament) Foreign
Affairs Committee approved the Ger-
man reparations draft Agreement by
only one vote (eight votes to seven), and
sent Foreign Minister Moshe Sharet to
Luxembourg to meet the German Chan-
cellor Dr. Adenauer. The agreement was
initialed in secret: reporters invited to
the ceremony were not told beforehand
the time or the place of the event. The
reason officially stated was the possibi-
lity of threats :-Eﬂi.ﬂﬂt the lives of the
signatories — threats from both Ger-
mans and Jews.

Neither Germany nor Israel wanted
this agreement, but it suited the United
States to establish some sort of rap-
prochement between these countries, and
it looked more civilised in the eyes of
the world that a gesture should have
been made to erase this nent blot
on the escutcheon of a chronically cad-
dish set-up. For there is no doubt that
if Britain and America had taken suit-
able action at the commencement of the
Nazi extermination of Jews, many mil-

nsation" for a life, let
human beings?

able to assess the price in hard or soft
currency of G-million lives,

In mitigation of the lsraeli Govern-
ment's acceptance of the agreement, it
must be remembered that poverty-
stricken, infantile, minute state was fore-
nd'mini-hhmul;li: u:rm:m; ::HI.IIB'II“
is toHering on the brink of bankruptey.
The pahrf!lum of reparations will mean
an incre measure of security for

hard-pressed Israel.

By all means, the Germans should be
forced to pay and pay and pay for the
gﬂuteat mummhi;il lu'amEr; itbia ::li:t

payment to which we object, but the
manner and the quality and the quan-

tity.

%11-: first objection is that there should
never have been any direct negotiations
between Germans and Israelis. In any
case the whole deal was British /Ameri-
can in:ﬁiml, so they could have come
out in open and conducted the nego-
tiations as intermediaries, It is beyond
endurance for Jews to treat with Ger-
mans at this stage, and therefore the
agreement was so derogatory to the
Iﬂﬁ h rely al

m the pu actical aspect,
there are I:lu*lI:nr B of m-iiizitm:
the absence of gquarantees against the
devaluation of the mark, the length of
‘I'hhir iﬂnrh of ent, and the clause en-
abling ermans to postpone
ments for one year if i?nﬂrmmmp;r;
position deteriorates, Maost of the Is-
rael purchases must be made from the
West Berlin industries, which have been

o hit by the cold war. Thus Israel

will to rebuild Barlin — a comfort-
wgﬂ ction to these Jewish survivors
e families were obliterated in the

N

gas-chambers and concentration cam
oF tha. Nask ' i
In spite of the constant Jewish re-
iteration that the negotiations with Ger-
many must not be construed as a first

step to “forgiveness”, or a prelude to
the resumption of diplomatic relations, it
is clear that the Germans do not regard
this as the last word in the matter.

While the German opposition feels
that “spiritual rehabilitation” should ac-
company the payment of reparations,
m:lenau':r and PI:iu colle eﬂw ex-
pressed the h that agreement
will “build a bridge of reconciliation
between Germany and World Jewry, and
will be accepted as a symbolic righting
of a great wrong.”

It is clear that as long as there is no
real German contrition, talk of Jewish
“forgiveness” or a “symbolic righting
of a great wrong” can be nothing more
than a mockery; for neo-Nazism grows
openly in Germany, and the olo-
gical approach of the German masses
remains that of the bewildered innocent,
unclouded by any conception of guilt or
horror.

The German-lsrael reparations agree-
ment has been signed. Adenauer prob-
nblr has wem'infm‘imn' of honourin
it, in spite of the opposition of pow
elements within his own Cabinet, not-
ably that of the finance minister Schaef-
fer, Whether and how far the agree-
ment WILL be honoured, #ime alone
will show. But even if it is honoured to
the last detail, it will never right what
Adenauer, against the judgement of the
Germans, has called "this great wrong.”

“Yet today man’s thought concerns itself once more with his freedom

lions of Jewish victims would have been
saved. The so-called “compensation” is
a salve to the conscience of those powers
who stood by and watched the slaughter
-with cold detachment. They are experts
in these matters and therefore they are

to speak and to act within the framework of civilized living alongside his
fellow man . . . What has happened fo the cen-turiﬂﬂﬂﬂasmhte of our
Master Jan Hus, the first r of the pﬁ:hmif'z’ of the Czech people,
who preached: "Love each other, never let the righteous be oppressed, and
grant everyone free access to the truth’.”

(From “Tha Eyes of Reason" by Stefan Heym.)
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THE AMAZING

IT has often been remarked that every

genuine people’s movement throws up

uine people’s leaders. In the current

E}imu Campaign of the South Afri-

can non-Europeans, the figure of Dr.

Njongwe looms as a genuine people’s
.

In a Whe's Who the entry alongside
his name would probably a as fol-
lows: “Njongwe, Dr. J. L. Z., medical
practitioner, graduated Wits. University
1947, acting President Cape African
National Congress, married, resides in
Port Elizabeth.

In actual fact, Dr. Njongwe is far
more than that. He is virtually the un-
challenged leader of all the Aﬂ'ium in
the Cape and the guiding spirit of the
Passive Resistance Campaign in Port
Elizabeth. He is a tireless glnl.mn who
works an ave of no less than eight-
een hours a day. His medical practice is
a large and extensive one, yet a
proportion of these eighteen hours is
taken up with work on behalf of the
campaign. If you should see him at
about 5 a.m. trudging out in a location
armed with a pick and shovel, then he is
on his way to build a platform from
which he will speak that night after his
medical rounds are finished.

I am told that he uses up two sets of
tyres for his car per month, but this may
be an exaggeration. There is no doubt,
however, that he covers an enormous
number of miles per day in and out in
the course of both his medical and poli-
tical work and in his trips to other cen-
tres to attend meetings.

He has established an unfailing rule
among the local volunteers that not a
single “defier” can be permitted to go
to g;ol unless he or she has had a thor-
ough medical examination. After com-
pleting the prison sentences, volunteers
are again medically examined before
being sent home. Dr, Njongwe sees to it
that the families of i ned volun-
teers ll::dw:ll li:inkedf ter, and he E
organi supplies of groceries to
dependents and a fund for the payment
of rent when the breadwinner is in gaol.

This anecdote illustrates the prestige
in which Dr. Nj is held by all sec-
tions of the population in Port Eliza-
beth. The day before a batch of women

DR. NJONGWE

volunteers (led, incidentally, by Dr.

Njongwe's wife) were sched to break

law, he received an urgent telephone
call from a wu]th: Eu resident.
“Our maid tells us,” said the caller, “that
she has volunteered to go to prison to-
morrow. My wife is expecting a child
any day and I would esteem it a very
t favour if you could spare her from
is batch as »ﬁ is needed very badly
at home. Please, Dr. Njongwe, see what
you can do.” Njongwe agreed, and the
girl was sent home,

At the moment, Dr. Njongwe is one
of the candidates for the National Pre-
sidency of the African National Con-

. He is o by such imposing
il res as Dr. Moroka, the r:tirin.% Pre-
sident, and Nelson Mandela of the

Transvaal. Since the vast majority of the
Cape Africans, especially in the m

rovince, are bound to vote for him,
he is a strong favourite for the position.
It will not be a bad choice at that. A few
weeks ago, Dr. Njongwe was arrested
under Suppression of Communism
Act and is now out on bail, awaiting
trial.

When asked for the secret of working
su amongst the African peo-
ple, Dr. Njongwe replied: “Talk to
them in their own language.” Whatever
the secret is, the doctor from Port Eliza-
beth has been remarkably successful, and
this country will hear a deal more
of him as the struggle of the non-Euro-

pean peoples progresses,

Play Review
VOLPONE

STE'.FAN ZWEIG'S adaptation of Ben
Jonson’s Folpone is the current
English production of the National
ganisation. The direction is

by Leonard Schach.

Volpone is an out-and-out condemna-
tion of those members of society whose
sole pre-occupation is with . The
characters Jonson constructed have
one overriding passion — their cupidity.
The sl of tho play Is Vemics In the
seventeenth century, at a time when the
display of avarice was more open and
visible to the public than it is today,
when the Vol of our society are
concealed ind incorporated com-
panies, boards of directors and so on.

Unlike Shakespeare, Jonson did not
write plays about real people. He ob-
served the men and women around him,
distilled from them certain recognizable
eommon characteristics or *humours’ and
then personified the ‘humours’. His
characters, therefore, are not flesh and
blood beings, but caricatures of people,
a method of character-drawing which
permitted a savage castigation of the
vices of contemporary society, which
none could fail to discern.

SchTzl:th n'.:dmcﬁ dable feature ﬁ!&
s uction was its pace. Ai
EI..{E Frmfr Graves's simple, clever set,
play fairly galloped along,

The players caricatured Eiuir parts
to the top of their bent and some ex-
cellent caricatures there were, This, of
course, is not the highest form of his-
trionic art, but the players are to be
commended for their zest and consis-
mﬂ Gerrit Wessels was outstandingly
good as Corbaccio. ITis grelires, move-
ments, mnh-dup and Eu'l.:-::;l_ were all of 4
le = An ‘P‘EI-T *

Emﬁfurmrl Mynhardt as Mosca, the toa-
dy who turns good in the end, played
a strenuous and difficult part with great
skill. Mr. Mynhardt was to convince
us that the wickedness of his schemings
could be transmuted into ultimate hon-

I=‘l%lm leading part of Volpone was very
inadequately played by Frank Wise,
whose appearance belied his foxiness. He
failed to give an im ion of craftiness
and, especially in the scene where he is
viewing his treasures, he gave me no
feeling of the passion of avarice, which
muflilutn:n'thlf ﬂ{;limle nh.dedm.

in ne provided us with an
evening, which, if not adding any wealth
to our artistic or intelle store, none-
theless, gave us enjoyable entertainment.
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GOOD, CLEAN SPORT

by ROY COUSINS,

UHTIL a couple of years ago I was al-

ways very proud of my country’s
achievements on the field of sport. I pic-
tured South Africa az a land where a
wonderful climate and a grand sporting
spirit combined to create herces who
performed marvels in world competition
despite our tiny population (two million,

of course).

Today I am pretty disillusioned. The
All Blacks Rugby tour first gave me
food for thought. We were hailing our-
selves as “World Champions”, but carp-
ing souls pointed out that our visitors
had had to leave at home some of their
best players — they were Maoris and
their skins were much too dark for our
rughy fans.

Then again, it seems that our brand
of Rugby iz a very minor affair in Eng-
land and Australia, where most Rughy

players play a more spectacular type of
game called Rughy League, which also
has a good following in New Zealand.
Then our sporting fans at Ellis Park
started to heave bottles which brought
strong protests from some of our promi-
nent local players (who really deserve
that overworked word “sportsman™).
After a while I couldn™ get as much
pleasure from our test victories as I had
anticipated.

There was Mr. Samaai, of Port Eliza-
beth, who went to Wimbledon to play
tenhis, He did rather well, and had some
excellent games with Sturgess and com-
pany, but one felt somewhat disturbed
to realise that since Mr, Samaai is col-

oured, he could not play against these
same men in South Africa.

There is a saying which you can hear
in our club houses — on a cricket field
all men are equal. But the brilliant West
Indians can never be seen at Ellis Park
because their skin is the wrong hue.
The Pakistan Cricket Team (which
peems likely to be more on our level
‘of ability than the Australian) is to.tour
South Africa — but only to play against
local Indians.

1 am told that the reason for the
American success in the sprint events at
the Dhl'nlillﬂ Games is that Negroes (who
won nearly all the sprints) tend to have
the hj:l:al fmxpee-imll whjchbdpmnkcs fg: ex-
ceptio can't wondering
what our country could do at the Games
if we drew from the whole population.
I will say this for our Olympic competi-
l:ﬂl.'lli‘ ﬂil‘.!i mltd v scribe to the
“cold war” conducte oilr newspaper
nnrreapundenta. Mr. Eric Shore of the
i Daily Mail” showed his sporting
spirit in the anti-Russian propaganda

« he poured into his column. It was inte-

resting (and in the true tradition of the
sporting pages of this paper) that his
biased reporting on events in which our

competed was often contradicted
pa’s correspondent.

BATTLE OF THE BOOKS

THE Springbok Legion wishes to add ifs voice o those already raised in
num:lr SF bans imposed by t
abroad.

otest afnmﬂ the alarmi
n

ship board on literature coming

But now we have a situation that has
really humorous potentialities. A local
e o e B h“FlEme:lg]tln

gland an comes Empire Flyweight
Champion by brilliantly defeating the
holder, Teddy Gardner. Local boxing
authorities are perturbed because
a European Snut‘l;ﬂmrimn, Marcus Tem-
ple, who holds the so-called South Afri-
can Flyweight Championship, has been
considered a strong contender for the
Empire title.

Marcus Temple has challenged N'tuli
{known in the ring as Jake Tuli) for
his Empire title. t will hap if

Tuli iEr&ea, but challenges Temple f
his S.A. Championship? Of course they
must meet outside South Africa. It would
never do for us to look at a white man
fighting a black man. What am I say-
ing? Oh! but a street brawl is not the
EATONE.

Really it's all most confusing. But
I can’t recover that mental picture of
sporting little South Africa.

It's all very sad.

canior-

Woe consider the board's activities an unwarranted interference with
what should be the individual's freedom to acquire and to held an opinion.
It is true that the Suppression of Communism Act already makes it dan-
alam:u: to hold any opinion whatsoever, unless previously endorsed by the

ationalists, but the censors by stopping access to _information .r:’ pro-
ducts of other people's minds are rapidly making it impossible for us even

to acquire rational opinions.

It appears that the Nationalists, both lay and cleric,

serious in their attem
bannin
the

ultimate enslavement,

the
tellectual or political censorship.

possible moment, we are fi
which there can be no dumgm.

! i mpts o obliterate all modern knowledge and to strait-
acket our minds with the mediaeval ideclogy of Calvinism: witness, the
ning .of books, the Christian-nationalization of school curricula, the

of Sunday sport, the attack on Dr. Broom and the evelution theory,

usal of passports to various scientists and students wishing fo m
overeas. This pernicious plan must lead to cur mental impoverishment and

_ The Report of the Commission on Native Education reveals with horri-
Izmg clarity the Mationalists' callous plan to prevent the m:i:rlaﬁu:Tf
the non-European mind. There is evidence enough for us to realise that the
same plan, however disguised, is to apply as well to the white population.

In addition, objection must be taken to the fact that the censors are
the original Act in a way that was never intended. The Act empowars
; rd to prohibit the introduction of literature that is morally objec-
tionable. There was no intention to authorise the board to impeose an in-

are deadly

In fighting to get rid of the Mationalist Government at the earljest
to preserve intellectual freedom, without
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TOENADERING IS

OORGAWE

DIE Springboklegicen glo en het herhaaldelik gesé, dat die V.P, alleen die vol-

gende verkiesing kan wen mits hulle die politieke inisiatief kan herwin, en
dit kan alleen gebeur as die party bereid is om met 'n beleid voor die dag te
kom wat bedoel is om 'n oplossing vir ons menigvuldige probleme te bied. Dit

is eenvoudig nie genceg om te sé dat die b

id van die Nasicnaliste geen

oplossing bied nie, tensy die V.P. 'n alternatief het.

Deur voor te gee soos Mnr. Blaar
Coetzee, L.P.R. en ander doen, dat daar
wesenlik geen wverskil is tussen die natu-
relle-beleid van die N.P. en dié van die
V.P. nie, beteken eenvoudig om te erken
dat die Nasionaliste op die regte spoor
iz. So 'n erkenning maar net een

vﬂlﬁ] hé en dit i oorwinning vir die

P. by die volgende wrkieaing. Ons
glo egter dat daardie leiers van die V.P.
wat wil voorgee dat hulle beleid geen-
sins van die N.P. verskil nie, gladnie
die gevoelens van hulle volgelinge ver-
tolk nie, en as hulle sou oorgaan tot die
veelzewaande toenadering waarop hulle
blykbaar besig is om af te stuur sal hulle
nie alleen *n volslag corwinning aan die
Nasionaliste besorg nie, maar hulle sal
vind dat hulle hulleself in die politicke
wildernis beland het.

Wat Suid-Afrika nodig het is: Mie
nog 'n party wat glo in apartheid of
segregasie nie, en diegene wat glo dat
langs hierdie weg 'n oplossing gevind kan
word mag net sowel by die M.P. aansluit,

For All Your

JEWELLERY
and Fancy Goods Requirements

Comsule
WHOLESALE JEWELLERS
ASSOCIATION

[PTY.), LTD.

Maitland Street,
BLOEMFONTEIN

SUPPORT
the

RED CROSS

maar 'n party wat bereid is om feite in
die of te staar en te erken, dat 'n op-
lossing alleen langs die weg van rasse-
samewerking gevind kan word. 'n Party
wat bereid is om die naturel te help om
sy plek in te neem in die ids-
omwenteling wat vandag besig is om in
Suid-Afrika plaas te vind. 'n Party wat
erken dat die nie-blanke alle req het om
in opstand te kom teen wetgewing wat
hmr is om hom as 'n ewigdurende
goedkoop arbeider te behou. En dit is
wat die N.P. se apartheidsheleid en die
V.P. se beleid van segregasie beteken.
Tot tyd en wyl daar 'n politicke party
met "n beleid volgens hierdie grondslag
geformuleer, tot stand kom moet ons
egter erken dat sover die blankes in
Suid-Afrika betref daar geen opposisie
vir die Nasionale Party bestaan nie.

SWEET-ORR

AND

LYBRO

Overalls

“Never Let You Down”
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ﬂ etters to
the Sditor

Dear Sir,

Enclosed please find two postal orders
fnrthnm:ﬂﬁni 7/6. The 5/- is for
my subscription Sept. 52.53 and the 2/6
is a donation. I regret I can do no bet-
ter, but most of my old-age pension
goes to the home. '

Yours etc., x

AW.
Cape Town.

Wﬂ!.l'ﬂﬂ Hﬂerl
U brief het ek ontvang waarveor ek
baie bly is. Ek belowe om die Spring-
boklegioen in alle opsigte te ondersteun.
Ek is van plan om vir lewenslang lid te
gaan word maar sal eers die 7/6 insluit.
Groete, S

Luderitz, E.W:HH -

k2 ®
Dear Sir,

I was impressed with the article in
this month’s “Fighting Talk" in con-
nection with the resignations. There
may be members who don't like the real
‘fighting talk’, but here iz one who does.
As a matter of fact, it amazes me that
people, even though their reading is

ined to the -:la.ihrngum, still cannot
~distinguish the truth of America’s drive
to war.

At a time when the Nationalists are
doing their best to shut us off from all
independent literature, it is doubly valu-
able to have some fearless stuff in

“Fighting Tﬂi: i
ours
R.G.
Port Eliuheth; . . e
Dear Sir,

1 have noticed for several months that
you have given a lot of to the De-
fiance of Unjust Laws Campaign. It is
obvious where the Legion's sympathy
lies. I might add that my sympathies,
too, are with the Africans in their peace-
ful ign.

The Euught that is uppermost in my
mind is: How can we Europeans join in
the struggle for genuine acy in

South Africa? The United Party has
condemned the C ign and, accord-
to Mr. Strauss’ statement of his par-
ty's Non-European policy, he does not
envisage any form of co-operation be-
tween the races. The Torch Commando
is not a icy-maki body, even
Mr, Ford, our leading local light,

would like it to have some influence on
the policy of the United Pﬂ:;ly- The
Labour still has a colour-bar,

There is no Liberal Party, through
which we could work. Are we to remain
voiceless and inactive?
What are your views?
Yours ete.,
L.McK.
Durban.

& . W

Our reply: -

Agreed. It is extremely difficult for the
liberal-minded European to find a poli-
tical home, Certainly there iz no political
party to answer our needs. We are left
with only one choice — we must make
full use of the existing organisations which
afford some opportunity for the expres-
gsion of progressive views,

The Legion itself fortunately remains
a progressive organisation, committed to
racial harmony and the extension of de-
mocratic principle and practice in South
Africa. We are limited in our activities
by the persistent besmirching and cold-
shouldering of all progressive ideas, indi-
viduals and organisations. This has cor-
tailed our revenue potential, which in
turn restricts the amount of propaganda
we can plan. Nevertheless, we must re-
member that thousands of people read
this magazine and are influenced by it
I still believe that, as honest people are
more and more disillusioned with the mid-
dle-of-the-road camouflage policies, they
will turn to associations like the Legion,
zo that we shall see again active branches
in all the major centres.

There are, in addition to the Legion,
the Civil Rights Leagues in Johannes-
burg, Cape Town and Durban, cautious
bodies, which, nevertheless, must haold
fast to the basic civil liberties. Perhaps
you might find a field of work in one or
other of the Leagues.

The Churches and the trade unions re-
main potential fighters for democracy, If
you have a place in church or unien, your
job is to state the progressive view on all
ocecasions,

One other job a progressive can do is
to write letters to the press, a fruitful
undertaking.

We would welcome other suggestions
from our readers.

Yours ete,
EDITOR.

ki o i of
you for ugust issue
“Figliting Talk”, which arrived some-
time during our holiday. What a won-
derful edition, It fills me with admira-
tion — you fellows are punching away
like trojans — marvellous work.

I liked very much the article on the
Defiance Campaign, tho' I thought it not
long enocugh or cut. That P-uinl:: “their
liberation is my liberation.” This 1 feel
needed a bit of explanation. You're a
white man: I (your reader) am a white
man. [ am free — I don't have locations,

and I have the vote. What the

then, does the writer mean by “my

liberation™? Liberation from fear, of
course, is the answer,

The whole Western world is living in
fear: fear is the corroding element,
which makes Nazis and Nazi-appeasers.

A

Your liberal and humane people stay

silent — their silence strengthening
Nazism, their consciences te]ligg them
they have lost their manhood, until even
they start shouting and roaring with the
Nazis to find a place in society, where
someone will give them the approval they
can no longer give themselves,

But they are all doomed. Nazism is
the last hysterical attempt to keep what
is dead standing up, but the props are
being hacked away. It can’t last.

Yours ete.,

London, England. AR,

& L] *
Sir,
Enclosed you will find £1 (note)
being my 5/- subs. and 15/- for aiding
the cause. I regret being so late but hope
to make a further donation later on. I
desire to let you know how I fully asso-
t:wil:e myself withuthe Springbok Legion’s
icy, a8 s0 we t out in “Fi
is doing as good a job on the home front
as he did in the war days,

I wuu]dgi:a to know some of my local
types, so that we may exchange ideas
and develop a social fgeﬁng of gmmnn
action,

Fraternal greetings,

Yours ete.,

Cape Town. s
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