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THE WAR VETERANS AND US

THE following statement has been

issued to the Mr. Jack
Sachs, National Chairman of the Spring-
bok Legion:—

| am shocked and disqusted by the
fwo assertions concerning the Spring-
bok Legion and the War Yeterans E;'r.':rch
Dr. Malan at Brits
on Saturday night. Both suggestions are
so manifestly untrue that | must assume
South Africa's Prime Minister has adopt-
ed Hitler's dictum that the bigger the
lie, the more readily it will be believed,
especially by his own supporters.

Dr. Malan affirmed that the Spring-
bok ion disappeared after the pas-
sage the notorious Anti-Communist
Act. What utter nonsense. The ion
maintains its public offices as re,
where individual welfare cases are han-
dled daily. Committeas meet ragularly
and without secrecy. The Legion maga-
zine is carried ;::l‘: month through the
post office, In Johannesburg last month
a successful street collection was held
for welfare funds. Meetings are adver-
tised in the press.

Two months agoe in a national Sun-

day newspaper the Legion's Housing
Committee cond a poll to investi-
ate ex-servicemen's housing conditions.
%n its branches the Legion has recently
sent through the post a Draft Memo-
randum of a Non-European Policy for
South Africa that is an alternative to
apartheid. The regular monthly meeting
aF members is usurh':ld in the press
and: this very week in Johannesburg a

Commando made

Buhlic. meeting has been arrun?m:l where:
r.

Malan's anti-democratic legislation
will be exposed by the Member of Par-
fiament for Benoni.

The Legion this year worked with
other organisations in the Personal Liber-
ties Defence Committee's campaign
against the Amendments to the Suppres-
sion of Communism Act. The Legion
presented a memorandum to the Com-
mittee of Inquiry into Juvenile Native
Employment. Correspondence passes be-
tween the Legion and government de-
mﬂnh on such subjects as pensions,

ing, famine relief, state advances,
exemption passes, etc. This does nof,
| think, indicate a subterranean exist-
ence. There is all the difference in the
world between the real situation and
Dr. Malan's fearful wish-fulfilment,

With regard to the statement that
the Legion disappeared and has re-
appeared as the War Veterans Torch

mmando, | can only say that the two
organisations, though both are anti-
Matienalist and anﬂ-gFﬂsl:l'ﬁ in character,
are entirely independent.

The Springbok Legion welcomes the
appearance of the War Veterans move-
ment and sees in it a vindication of the
Legion's ten-year old policy, that ex-

unteers have a special responsibility
to carry over into the political life of
‘civvy street' that active belief in de-
mocratic principles and practice which
animated our wartime service. South
Africa would not be suffering today
from a nn&ﬁnﬁy tyranny, had our com-
rades' idealism not been swamped by
post-war complacency.

The Ex ve of the W.V.T.C. has
been at some pains fo assure both the
public and the government that no offi-
cial of the Legion s on its executive
committees. In doing so it has, | think,
fallen into the trap baited by the Prime
Minister, whose one aim is to split the

anti-fascist forces aligned against him.
The WNV.T.C.'s statement will, there-
fore, please no one but the government
and, far from strengthening the
wl.-'.-lTlcu lwli" h“d *ﬂ Erﬂ-ﬂh "I' 1] dT-i'
cord so much desired by Dr. Malan and
his henchmen.

| am gratified that Legionnaires
throughout the country did their utmost
to ensure the success of the torchlight
demensirations and my Mational Execu-
tive Committee has urged all the mem-
bers of the Legion to support to the
uttermost the War Veterans in their
objective of getting rid of the Mation-
alists.

The Legion is a legal erganisation and
| can assure Dr. Malan that it will con-
tinue its worthwhile and necessary lab-
ours so long as our country, for whose
freedom we have fought in war and in
peace, is threatened by fascism.

LOOK
for the

OLD SNOOZER"
Trade Mark

on all
EDBLO SPRING MATTRESSES
STUDIO COUCHES
DIVANS efc., atc,

EDBLO®




FIGHTING TALK

August, 195I.

WEAR

"NOQOLTEX®

100%, PURE WOOL “

HAND MADE

QTS

Trade Enquiries Only:
P.O. Box 108
GERMISTON

M. PECK & CO.

Cor. Main Road and Pine Avenue,
Fordsburg,

JOHANMNESBURG.
*
Makers of DUBARRY Handbags. ||
Phone: 5-3729

CHAMPION

CLOTHING FACTORY

High Grade Clothing Specialists
Cut, make and Trim to the Trade.

47, Pine Road, Woodstock,
CAPE TOWN.

TRUWORTHS

WHERE FINER FASHIONS ARE
LOWER PRICED

HAVE YOUR DRESS BILL AT ll

Branches in All Parts of the
Union.

L

MOTOR PARTS
Box 1948 + LEZFE TOWN.

(The House of a million parts)
We are the largest stockists of new
and used spare parts for cars,
trucks, cycles, also Batteries, Tyred,
Tubes, Hoods, Seat Covers, Axle
Sets, Engine reboring, Recondition-
ing, Remetalling and all major re-
g::nﬂ, etc., etc., all done by experts.

d for requirements and cata-

logue.

P.O. Bex 2813 Phone 22-7112

Geneva Watch Co.

(B. Utian)

Watchmakers, Jewellers and
Diamond Merchants
Specialising in Watch, Clock and Jowsll-
oty Repairs

POLLIACK'S CORMER,
86, Eloff Sirest,

Johannesburg

ILLOVO PHARMACY
20, Central Avenue,

r

llovo, Johannesburg
LADIES! If you wish to keep your hands
lovely and soft during the winter a

summer months, use OLEMNE MILK
— the perfect skinfood in liquid form.

MEM! If you with to have a gliding

shave, rub LANOLENE MILK into your

beard befors using shave cream. Your

blades will last thres times longer!
Price 3/6 and &/& per botte

Phone 42.5574

SUPPORT THE

*
SOCIETY for PREVENTION
of CRUELTY fo ANIMALS

HOLLYWOOD
DISTRIBUTORS
(Pty.) Ltd.

WHOLESALE MERCHANTS

186, Commissioner Street, Johannesburg
23-3428

Fhens

'l Where Women of
Discrimination ©ather

you will see

"*"MINERVA"'
(Quality)

COSTUMES

Tailored by Men.

CYCLE SALES & SeRVICE

113, Anderson Sireet, Johannesburg
Phone 22-7197. P.O. Box B460.

THREE WHEELER. AND
TRADESMEN CYCLE
MANUFACTURERS

Trads Only

delswa

sportswear
Regd.




August, 1951.

FIGHTING TALK

YOU’RE TELLING US

Lellers lo the Edilor

Dear Sir,

What is "HER." getting at in his
article, “Death Pays a Dividend™? Is
he one of those, who before the last
war saw to it that England and France

were thoroughly unprepared and un-
armed?

Hz objects to us and our friends
("U.5.A.") re-arming, but it is quite
in order for Russia to have never stop-
ped arming since the last war. Not only
that, she is arming millions of her slaves
in subject states. Russia has 25,000
tanks: this is of a great clean heap
of weapons. weapons and those of
our friends are a “great dirty heap for

hlh:ég’ ' ple!!!” Russia's clean pile is
no nuf:n for exercise and recreation
and to teach beauty to her people.

There is a queer undercurrent in our
paper. | remember an article called
“These Gentle People of Prejudice™ some
time back. In the same paper or soon
after ap the following in connec-
tion with emigration to Rhodesia. It was
to the effect that so many thousands of
South Africans had gone to Rhodesia,
“but as they were mostly U.P. it did
not matter."

Did not the U.P. join up and fight
up north? Are they not battling against
tl'PL,e Nats, today? Did they not suffer as
heavy casualties as members of any other
South African political party?

Also re “Prejudice.” In another article
a reference was made to someone who
had, or had not, gone to Michaelhouse.
What is wrong with Michaelhouse? Did
not old rom that school serve in
every theatre of war? Did they not have
casualties?

People who live in glass houses should
be careful when it comes to “Prejudice™.

I did not go to Michaelhouse. I join-
ed up in 1918 while 17 years old, but
did not see active service. Also in 1930
I got home in 1045. I joined as a private
and was proud to be one and proud of
my officers. So often in our paper there
iz a belittling of officers. Why? Are
there no base wallah privates, lance
jacks, corporals, sergeants, etc.? I knew

a few. Also there were dud officers and
good ones.

I am a grandfather and have corns on
my hands and hope always to do so.
I married on £5 a month and my two
hands, T have written to your paper be-
fore, but perhaps my too original views
have not found favour, Please publish
this letter. If fellow Legionnaires do not
all::: :anf it‘lel | fthat;udmz I:F
plenty of gent e 0 judi t.
I will also h'mij.:]hl:m I spt:;d, because
I believe in freedom and a hﬂpﬁ hand

i}

to all. Straight talk and no mudslinging
at friends.
I am,
Yours truly,
- G. L. HANDLEY.
Greytown.
* & % @
To the Editor.
Dear Sir,

Four or five years ago, I remember,
the Legion went out to assist the ‘loyal’
members of the Mine Workers' Union.
Why didn't the Legion come out in
su F:\.n of the Railway Artizans in their
‘EiE iciency Campaign'? There are plenty
of ex-zervicemen in their ranks,

Yours, etc.,

Rosettenville.

M.R.O,

OUR REPLY.

It is true the matter was not discussed
by the N.E.C., mainly on the grounds,
I think, that, whereas the mine workers
affair was essentially a political matter,
the campaign of the Railway Artisans
was a purely trade union attempt to try
and get better pay and leave conditions,
In principle we agree with anyone who
tries to improve his wnrk_in%dmndiﬁum‘,
but I don't think it is our place actively
to support such action, Where, however,
a struggle is going on in the trade unions
to preserve the true forms of trade
unionism against attempts to convert
them into fascist-style corporate unioms,
then our duty to democratic principles
demands that at least we warn the work-

ers concerned of the terrible results of
the nazification of their unions.
Tours, etc.,
CECIL WILLIAMS,
General Secretary.

¥ W % ¥ =%

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,

I am enclosing postal order for my .
subscription. I am pleased to remain i
the Legion, for I believe the Legion is
the only organisation that wants to work
for the African ex-soldiers. But why can-
not the Springbok Legion get land for
African ex-soldiers in the Northern
Transvaal and permits to seek work in
urban areas? When we try to go to
Johannesburg to find work, we cannot
get the permit,

Yours, etc.,

Pietersburg District.
OUR REPLY.

Thank you for your letter and your

subscription. The receipt has been posted
to you.

With regard to the question of land,
the Legion for many vears struggled to
get more land for African ex-soldiers.
The Government had made some provi-
sion for ex-soldiers to get a priority in
the allocation of land and many ex-
soldiers under the Demob. scheme did
benefit. But we found time and time
again that we came up against a stone
wall. Until the Government decides to
take bold action in order to make more
land available for Africans, the ex-sol-
diers will suffer just as much as the
African civilians from ‘land-hunger’.

It is the same with regard to entry into
Urban Aveas. It was the Legion whick
pressed for the granting of exemption
passes to African ex-servicemen and it
was the Legion that was responsible for
the extension for a further vear of the
time limit. In addition we made repre-
sentations to the Johanneshurg Munici-
pality and the Witwatersrand Native
Commissioner to give special permission
to African ex-soldiers to enter the Reef
urban areas. We were unsuccessful, The
municipality is quite unable to cope with -
the housing of people who come into the
municipal area and so they try and keep
out as many as possible. In addition, the
Government's 'apartheid’ policy tries to
keep Africans in the rural areas, so that

[Continued an page=12.)

TM.
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JDE PODBRET 15 as well-known in

the Legion's offices as the type-
writer, as constant a visitor as the post
man, das semsitive as a prize Siamese, as
full of points as a porcupine and as
keen as Colman's.

Onr magazine seems always to have
acted as a magnet on Joe. During the
war Joe was Chief Liaison Officer be-
tween the Legion at home and the boys
in the ML.E.F. and later the CM.F. Joe,
who was on the Shuttle Service, under-
took to deliver “Fighting Talk" advance
copies, memoranda, minutes, etc., to the
active types, s far flung. From the
men in tumm Joe got reports of what
. was cooking and d-:%t’umrd them to Nat-
ional Office back in the Union,

When Joe was demobbed he patientlv
adjusted himself to the long vears of a
printer's apprenticeship. With that back-
ground, what could be better than that

OBITUARY

Major “POP” ALLEN

T is with great regret that we an-
nounce that Major T.E. Allen
has died in Pietermaritzburg.
“Pop" Allen, as we knew him, was
a first class Legionnaire. For some
years he was the fulltime secre-
tary of the Maritzburg Branch,
from which position during 1946
he fired broadside after broadside
at National Office. Athalie Chap-
man and I well remember the
PM.B. letters written in Pop's
fluent style . . . why hadn't we
done this? why had we done that?
when were we going to do the
other thing? We did our best to
get office matters in such trim
that Pop wouldn't have a chance
to criticise us. But we remained
yuite afraid of this Natal fighter.
Then at last Pop came up to a
Special National Executive meet-
ing and lo and behold! here was no
cccentric Major, but an efficient,
hard-working, enthusiastic chap
who got down to brass tacks, stated
his views with clarity and conwvie-
tion and was readily susceptible to
the other man’s point of view.
Pop had a full and interesting
life, As a youth he served a term
in the British Navy s went over to

Joe should serve on our Publicity Com-
mittee, which position he has retained
throughout the years. He has been re-
sponsible for writing articles, vetting

contributions from other members, plan-
ning the lay-out for the magazine and
seeing it through the press. In addition
to these chores, he has served on the
Johannesburg Branch Committee and the

the Yorkshire Yeoman Cavalry:
enlisted in Baden-Powell's Police
and same to South Africa, the
B.P. Police later becoming the
Scuth African Constabulary., He
acted for a time as a Public Pro-
secutor and then went into the
SAR & H. Police in 1912
Promotion came his way, so that
when the Prince of Wales toured
the Union, Pop was responsible for
all details in Durban. He retired
from the service in Johannesburg,
after looking after numerous bars
of gold in transit!

As secretary of the Legion in
Maritzburg, Pop did excellent
work. He converted many ‘ordin-
ary’ members into ‘Lifers': ensured
regular committee and general
meetings: published a monthly
news bulletin for the area. It was
largely through Pop's personal con-
tact with town councillors that
the PM.B. municipality consider-
ed making an annual grant to the

on.

Pop's personal prestige, his thor-
oughness, his unflagging energies
did wonders for the Legion in
Maritzburg and in the country as a
whole. 1 think the finest tribute
one can pay him is to refer to the
National Conference in 1947,
when the Dadoo-Naicker Passport
issuc was to be debated.

Mational Executive Committee.
As a debater Joe is impulsive, vyet

tenacious. He hates compromising above
all things: expediency is a word not
found m his vocabulary. Joe makes a
big sacrifice for the Legion when he
organises poker games, with a rake-off
for the Legion. A sacrifice, you wnder-
stand, because of course he abominates
the game.

An intelligent theatre- and cinema-goer,
Joe is attracted to performing on the
stage himself. Currently he is rehearsing
for the Tiddish Theatre's presentation
of Shakespeare's ‘Merchant of Venice',
which is bemg produced at The Empire
Theatre in Johannesburg.

Above all Joe is an optimist, With
many vears of political training behind
him, he analyses the present situation m
South Africa with considerable foresight.
‘It will take gumption and guts’, says
Joe, "but if the ex-soldiers, European and
Non-European, recapture and fight for
their wartime ideals, all the Malanazis
in the country won't stop them.'

You will remember that the
Legion had protested to General
Smuts against the withholding of
the Indians’ passports. Four years
ago it was considered terribly ‘red’
to affirm the democratic principle
that passports should be considered
as an inalienable right. To have
taken up cudgels on behalf of In-
dians was outright revolutionary.

The PM.B. Branch, including
Pop, disagreed strongly with the
N.E.C. action and came to Con-
ference determined to fight this
thing out, even if it meant closin
down the Branch. A certain ;
Roodt, representing Krugersdorp
Branch, spoke in such unadultera-
mﬂ r;::}t:ﬂsti; Lndcfnla?mm manner

at and his colleagues recog-
nised the logical development of
their point of view and refused to
class themselves with Roodt. Final-
ly, after all the pros and cons had
been thoroughly thrashed out and
after the PM.B. delegates had
roundly criticised the N.E.C. for
not consulting the Branches before
ﬁalindgclsn vital a decision, Pop led

5 ation in approving the
N.E.G.iga-:tinn. o .

Pop made hiz contribution to

South Africa. We in the Legion

were fortunate to have worked
with him in his finest hours.
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WATTER NASIE?

NS bou 'n Nasie" gaan die slagspreuk wees vir die Yan Riebeeck-efes. Werd
= daarmee die Suid-Afrikaanse nasie in die breg sin van die woord badosl?
Of is die begrip van 'n nasie in hierdie geval ook maar weer dié van die Masio-
naliste, nl. di& deel van die Afrikaner volk wat aan Dr. Malan en sy parhrgerm're
hulle steun toesé?

Te cordeel na die planne wat bekend is opgestel deur die Feeskomitee
wat deur Dr. Donges, die Minister van Binnelandse Sake aangestel is, blyk dit
asof laagencemde die geval is.

Hierdie komitee deur die regering gefinansicer en geinspireer het reeds
uitgebreide reélings getref vir die fees: reélings wat onder meer voorstellings
van geskiedkundige gebeurtenisse uit die Suid-Afrikaanse geskiedenis insluit,
waaronder bv. een wat die afbrand van Boerewonings gedurende die Boere-
Qorlog sal voorstel, Hierdie voorstelling het kwaai protes van die Engelsspre-
kende deel van die bevelking uitgelok, en |5 deur die Kaapstadse komitee van
die handgewys.

Ander ewe skokkende, en wat ons naturelle-bevolking betfref aanstootge-
wende voorstellings word egter skynbaar deoodluiters aanvaar. Ons dink bv. aan
die voorstelling uit die ,kafferoorloé” waarin blanke wonings deur barbare
afgebrand word, tonele wat alleen bedoel kan wees om vrees by die blanke
uit te buit om sodoende haat vir die nie-blanke aan te wakker.

Om te teer op die sentiment van die Afrikaner is beproefde Masionale
party-politiek, en een waarmee hulle aansienlike sukses behaal het, in se'n mate
self dat hulle daarin geslaag het em Afrikaner kultuur sinoniem te maak met
die politiek van hulle party.

Uitbuiting van die vrees en bevooroordeel by die blanke, is 'n ander voor

die hand liggende wapen in die hande van hierdie reaksionére party vir wie
party-wins oneindig meer beteken as die welvaart van die land en sy bevelking.
Geen steen word dan ook cnaangercerd gelaat wat betref die aanstoking van
Rassehaat. Die onthullingsplegtigheid by die Voortrekker Monument, was 'n
goeie voorbeeld van hoe 'n volksfunksie kan vitgebuit word vir politieke voor-
deel. By hierdie geleentheid het die Broederbond-beheerde regring n soge-
naamde kuMuur-organisasies dit onmoontlik gemaak vir Engelssprekendes en
selfs Afrikaners, wat na rasse-eenheid scek, om deel uit te maak van 'n fees-
vierende volk. Dink maar aan die destydse besluit wat sprekers verhoed het om
van Engels in hulle toesprake gebruik te maak.

Die tekens is reeds daar dat die Van RlEbEEEI!{ fees op dieselfde manier vir
politicke voordeel uitgebuit sal word.

Van Riebeeck is die stigter van die beskawing in Suidelike Afrika en wanneer
ons praat van beskawing dan bedoel ons iets heel anders as die sogenaamde
blanke beskawing waarvan die Masionaliste hulle self veerdoen a kampvegters.
Die beskawing wat Yan Riebeeck en sy mense na die Kaap gebring het was nie
bedoel vir net een deel van die inwoners nl. die paar blanke setlaars nie, maar
vir almal sonder enige bevooroordeel of diskriminasie.

Hierdie is dus die geleentheid waarop alle Suid-Afrikaners ongeag van
Kleur of taal verenig kan werd vir dieselfde deel, nl. om hulde te bring aan die
stigter van Suid-Afrika. Z

So'n verenigde front is egter die laaste ding op aarde waarto edie mede-
werking van dis huidige Regering verkry sal word. Teer hulle dan nie juis op die
verdeeldheid wat soiets onmeontlik maak nie?

As samewerking tussen alle rasse op so'n mate vir watter deel cokal ver-
kry kan werd, seu dit eenvoudig die einde van die Nasionale Party beteken.

1

POLITICAL QUIZ

DO YOU KNOW THE ANSWERS?

1,

]

T

0,

What is the town of Lesley notori-
ous for?

. Does "apartheid’ officially envisage

an independent Bantu State?

How has MacArthur helped the
general move for peace in Britain?
What major international financial
event has helped the Nats. to remain
in power?

Name a recent bye-lection where
the MNat. majority was increased
and one where it was decreased.
How many zpecial permits do you
require to pass from the Western
sector of Berlin to the Eastern sec-
tor?

. Name three pieces of legislation

designed to entrench the Nats. in
power?

Name the Minister of Posts and
Telegraphs,

What is the name of the pro-Rus-
sian party in Iran?

How can you prove that the Nat.
government has brought down the
COL?

[Answers on page 14)

dicated to
which they who fought have thus
far so nobly advanced. It iz for us
to be dedicated to the great task
remaining before tis — that from
these honoured dead we take in-
creased devotion to that cause for
which they gave the last full mea-
sure to devotion -
highly resclve that these dead shall
not have died in vain — that this
nation, under (od,
new birth of freedom — and that
government of the people, by the
people,
perish
burg).

ABRAHAM LINCOLN.

“It is for us the living to be de-
the unfinished work

- that we here i‘
shall have a

tor the people, shall not
trom the earth.™ [(Gettys-

It

Phena 51-1106 - - GERMISTON.
FOR A SQUARE DEAL

Juno Furnishing Co.

&4 KNOX STREET.

CONTACT US
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WEST END ‘l
FASHIONS
*

LADIES" DRESSES,
COATS, COSTUMES,
and SPORTSWEAR

*

WEST END HOUSE
143 Kerk Street,
JOHANNESBURG.

Phane 23-1321. P.O. Bax 5139. ||

UNDERWEAR MANUFACTURERS

(EDMS.) BEPERK.
[ ]

INTERLOCK WOL- EN KUNSSY
ONDERKLERE.

Teletoon 33-6477 Posbus 1487
JOHANNESBURG.

_

STAR FURNITURE ‘I
Manufacturers
*

Specialising in

GENT'S ROBES
SINGLE SUITES I

*

14-16 Nursery Road, Fordsburg, ||
JOHANNESBURG.

FOR CHILDRENS' WEAR
WHOLESALE ONLY

P.O. Box 2995,

Johannesburg

—

Far All Your
JEWELLERY

and Fancy Goods Requirements

105 Pritchard Strest,
JOHANMESBEURG.

OVERALL & LINEN
Manufrs. (Pty.) Ltd.

THE LINEN SPECIALISTS,

Manufacturers of:
Men's and Ladies' Overalls.
All Types of Household Linen,

Phone 22-9194,

f—

Premier Trading Co.

(PTY.) LTD.
WHOLESALE MERCHANTS

P.C. Box 119 Benoni.
Directors: P. Kusner, M. Kusnar, 5. Shill.

1

| ADELSON BROS.

I Canmi:
WHOLESALE JEWELLERS (PTY.), LTD.
BAKERS
I.ssm:ll.r"]“ 71, Booysens Road, BOOYSENS
IPW'!I LTD. Phone: 33-5854,
and 40 Commissionsr Strest,
Maitand Street, Phone: 33-5552,
u BLOEMFONTEIN i JOHAMNNESBURG.
S | =
- = Hendler & Hendler
ey ySTEWARTS PTY.), LTD.
A
S. Joffe, ur..;l ACY Sh“:n:"hhl

ORANGE GROVE

Day Phons
45-1810

Night Phone
45-1576

DISPENSING CHEMIST
PHOTOGRAFPHIC SPECIALIST

Z80a, Louis Botha Avenue,

“ Tinware Merchants

INDUSTRIAL SITES
Heidelberg Road

JOHANNESBURG
I —

EXPRESS

GLASS
WORKS (Tvl.) LTD.

GLAZING CONTRACTORS

[mporters and Dealers in
GLASS of every Description.

12 Gold 5t., JOHANNESBURG.
Phone 23-6527/8/9 P.O. Box 55640

| McPHAIL

for
COAL
"Mac"” won't "Phail"
Phone 22-9741|

you

H Tel. Address: "MUMILA."

Amper Alles vir Molor Voerbuia —
Almeost Everything for the Motor Yehicle

MILLERS  UNITED
MOTORS

(PTY.) LTD.

WHOLESALE FACTORS TO THE
MOTOR TRADE
I 104 Marshall Street, Motortown,

JOHANNESBURG.
Telephons 33-1319 P.O. Box 5442




August, 1951.

FIGHTING TALK

JUSTICE . ..
.« « With a Sjambok

(ON the 22nd June, a short item, but one of significance appeared in the

"Star". The Minister of Justice replying in the Senate to Senator Edgar
Brockes (Mative Representative) said that from January Ist, 1949 to April 30th,
1951, 347 members of the police force had been found guilty by the courts
of assault and 52 had been found guilty departmentally. The assaults concerned
were 54 on Europeans and 345 on MNon-European.s. The Minister said that 89
of the police concerned had been subject to disciplinary action by his depart-

ment and 51 had been dismissed.

These figures are capable of shocking
even the most hardened citizens, specially
when one tries to find a parallel in other
countriez, Even the best of police forces
have their unfortunate mishaps. The
London Metropolitan Police for example
had occasion to dismiss 6 men in 1948
and 16 men in 1949 for all breaches
of conduct including assault, This is out
of a total number of between fifteen
and sixteen thousand members. The
South African police force numbers be-
tween sixteen-seventeen thousand mem-
bers of whom 10,000 are Furopeans.
From these fi it becomes obvious
that the South African figures of as
sault cannot be dismissed as ‘unfortunate
mishaps’. Rather they must be taken as
indicative of a very unhealthy relation-
ship between the police and the Non-
European population.

This i3 not, however, a state of affairs
that has only developed recently. In
1917 dissatisfaction with the police force
was s0 great that the Government was
forced to appoint a commission of in-

iry into certain matters concerning

e South African Police! Many very
interesting facts emerged from this en-
quiry — facts which unfortunately are
still valid today. For example only 10
Europeans came before the Commission
with personal complaints which incident-
ally covered a period of 16 On
the other hand, the Commission found
that there was "no Jdoubt whatever about
the existence of an attitude of mutual
distrust, suspicion and dislike between
police and non-Europeans. This hostility
the Commission attributed mainly to the
enforcement of discriminatory laws and
the frequent use by the police of un-
NeCEessary lack of sympathy
and even violence! The constant raiding
of locations to enforee taxation, pass
and liqguor laws, the invasion of private
homes and the use of force must have a
brutalising effect upon the police.

The Commission also found that ‘the
comprehensive powers of the policeman
which can so easily be abused, tend to
beget in him a spirit of arrogance to-
wards the native, while the submissive-
ness imposed upon the latter and the

INDISCRIMINATE
ARRESTS

[FVERY month large numbers of inno-

cent Africans spend periods of not
less than two days in prison, for accord-
ing to figures contained in a report is-
sued by the Penal Reform League of
South Africa, some 50 per cent. of the
Africans arrested are found not guilty
and discharged.

It is small wonder that so many Afri-
cans are becoming convinced that there
is no justice for them, for though the
law provides that arrested persons may
be detained for 48 hours before their
case 15 heard, it has been found in prac-
tice that such periods of detention are
often considerably longer.

It has to be accepted that a number
of arrested persons will prove to be in-
nocent but when this figure rises to 50
per cent., it is obvioud that something
15 seriously . Apart from the grave
loss of respect gur the country's gl?ﬁa]
machine that this situation engenders in
the African mind, it is difficult to com-
pute the annual cost to the country both
directly as well as in manpower hours
that such procedure brings about. It is
to be hoped that something will be done

to reduce to a minimum such unfortu-
nate arrests,

(Acknowledgements to the Institute
of Race Relations).

reflection that he is treated differently
frnmtit:_:thera l:fljélﬂﬂﬁ in him a sullen and
resentful attitude.' It is not surprising
that these conflicting moods should de-
velop a feeling of hostility which some-
times finds expression in acts of wvio-
lence! Attacks upon policemen while
carrying out raids and arrests have been
numerous and show a tendency to in-
CrEAEE.

It is a short step from brutality te
illegality. In South Africa the normal

ice practice has been and still is to
manhandle an African who is aggressive,
to jostle one who is slow in responding
to an order barked out in a language
often unintelligible o him and to push
and cuff a prisoner who shows less than
the usual degree of submissiveness.
Members of the police force claim that
harshness is essential to protect them-
selves and their opinion is shared by a
large section of the European popula-
tion.

That brutal methods are unofficially
sanctioned can be seen in the behaviour
of the African police who, taking their
cue from their European superiors, are
especially inclined to assault Africans
before and after arrest, Indeed the Com-
miszion felt that cases involving viclence
on the part of the Police were probably
far more numerous than official figures
led one to believe. Disciplinary action is
taken against an officer conwvicted of
assaulting a prisoner but the police “stand
by" one another and it is not easy to dis-
prove a plea of ‘self-defence’ when the
assault has taken place in the absence
of independent witnesses,

Ugder these conditions, legal safe-
guards against the use of police authority
to extort confessions are not likely to
be effective. Confessions to a policeman
are generally inadmissible in evidence,
unless confirmed and reduced to writing
before a judicial officer. Statements not
amounting to a confession and made to
the police may, however, be admitted.
There is a strong temptation when suffi-
cient evidence cannot be obtained for a
conviction, to induce a suspect to give
information and to make incriminating
statements which repeated before a
magistrate, become admissible. For this
purpose violence, threats and false promi-
ses of lenient treatment are employed.
It is not uncommon for prisoners to deny
the accuracy of statements alleged to
have been made by them or to maintain
that a confession was cbtained under
compulsion.

[Continued on page 14]
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BRANCH

- Johannesburg branch can con-

gratulate itself that it has at present
more active groups than for two years
past. No less than six Groups have been
distributing leaflets for the Public meet-
ting at the Phylencia Hall.

The Northern Suburbs Group met on
the eighteenth of July at Trudy Rich-
ter's house to discuss “‘Peace™. Yeowille
Group devoted their last meeting to a
discussion of Legion policy which de-
veloped into a most interesting debate.
The North-Eastern Suburbs Group have
mbusrdﬁmngupapmgnmmuf
future activities, including a report by
delegates to the recent N.U.S.A8. Con-
ference. Their next meeting will be at
Jack Sachs’ house on 13th August,

£ & #

“MORE AMUSED THAN
EDUCATED."

The-July Three-in-One took the form
of a Quiz and was a howling success,
The audience was more amused than
educated by the questions and answers,
and there was a typically delightful
moment when Cecil Williams was com-
pletely stumped by the question, “Who
wrote ‘Home of the Brave?™  (For
months Cecil slaved himself almost into
a nervous breakdown working on and
acting in the Legion's production of
the play).

The Street Collection on July z1st
was most successful. July is a bad month
for this purpose but we were able to
reach just on £300. The public responded
very well indeed and one collector aver-
aged £5 108. an hour, which was twice
as good as he had managed. in previous
years. Congratulations to those members
who did such a fine job and shame on
the sluggards who failed to appear.

ITEMNS

DRAFT MEMORANDUM.

The MN.E.C’s Non-European sub-
Committee has drawn up a draft memo-
randum on a Non-European policy for
South Africa, which is being submitted
to Branches and Groups. They are

. asked to formulate and set down in

writing their criticisms and suggestions,
The Johannesburg Branch is calling a
special meeting to consider the draft
and it is expected that a good deal of
Group activity will develop from this
attempt to formulate a new, positive ap-
proach to this problem.

SAVILLES

MEN'S & BOYS' OUTFITTERS
Sea Point, Next to Marine Hotel.

Fhone 97544,

COMPLETE HOWSE FURMISHERS.
e HE e
Bellville Furnishers
(PTY.), LTD.

. (5. SACKS)

& Durban Road, BELLYILLE.
CAPE TOWN.

Phone 24-2984.

P.O. Box 4450,

TREMONT
Manufacturing Co.

Manufacturers of LADIES' UNDERWEAR
3rd Foor, Cor. Steib and Beit Sirests,
DOORMNFONTEIN Il

JOHANNESBURG,

YOU'RE TELLING US.
[Continued from page 3)

they can work on the farms. Against
these difficulties, we fail. We believe
that only when the Africans themselves
have the power to back up their demands
for free movement, decent housing and
so on, will governing authorities relax

these discriminatory measures.

' Tours, etc.,

‘MONTT BERMAN,

Chairman, Non-European Committee.

& EH i

To the Editor
Dear Sir,

I was glad to see that the Legion took
the decision to throw its weight behind
the War Veterans Torch Commando, T
cannot say that I'm completely satisfied
with the ‘War Veterans policies as an-
nounced, nor with their slowness in get-
ting off the mark, but I feel there is
great promise in the movement. They
have got the support of all anti-Nat.
forces in the country. With that po-
tential, they can surely knock the Nats.
for a loop.

I think it is right at this time for
Legionnaires to do all they can to streng-
then the Torch Commando and to see
that it directs its energies to one thing
and one thing only — getting the Nats.
out at the earliest possible moment.

At the same time the Legion must re-
tain its identity as an independent or-
ganisation. The Legion must continue to
exert its influence on all the movements
which impinge on Legion policy. It must
keep its strength intact to assist the War
Veterans, the Civil Rights Leagues, in
addition to the United Party and Labour
Party, as it has done in the past. The
Legion must not forget its obligations in
the ex-service welfare field. At the mo-
ment, however, I agree that Legionnaires
will best serve the Legion's objectives by
supporting the War Veterans,

Yours, etc.,
RH
Pretoria,
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BOOK REVIEW

“HIGH TREASON — The Plot Against the People”

by Albert E. Kahn.

THE wsual concept of “Treasom" in-
volves acts by individuals or groups
against the State, but the thought that
¢ State may be guilty of “Treason”
against the people 15 something foreign
to us. And yet it should not be so. The
atrocities committed by the Nazis against
the people, became at Nurenburg indict-
able offences and for a time — a very
short time—the German citizen who had
dactively Dgpﬂ-ﬂd the Mazi regime was
regarded by us as a true patriot, while
it was the Nazi Government that was
traitorous. Times however have changed.
Recently in the United States a govern-
ment official was found “disloyal” at a
Loyalty Board hearing because he had
been " prematurely Anti-Nazi”, The type
of reasoming that produces this kind of
finding also produces actions, strange
in a “"Democracy”. The words “loyalty"
and “patriotism’ assume new meanings
and the new "patriots” are those who
commit every possible act of treason

cavalla,

o5l T5

against the people in the name of “De-
mocracy’ .

Albert E. Kahn has compiled in his
new book sufficient factual material (all
documented) for several hundreds of
Hollywood Gangster films. The fact that
the gangsters are the “respected” mem-
bers of society, the government, should
present no difficulty to the producers;
just say that everything is dome to stop
a ved revolution and your gangsters be-
come " patriots”. The book is a catalogue
— a gripping and seemingly fantastic
catalogue — of American politicians, in-
dustrialists, financiers and military lead-
ers who have copied and very often im-
proved on technigues used by Hitler and
his strong-arm and financial thugs.

Do you want to know in what shady
or outright crooked deals, President Tru-
man's special envoy has been involved?
Just look up the index under the sur
name. ich special envoy? Take your
choice! What about the War Hero of
the Pacific? The one who democratised
Japan. There are several references to

MIFACLE

MABEMOISELLE e cccmn seorrmous

THE FASHIOMABLE MATERNITY DRESS
Obtainable at All Leading Retailers.

him, “Washin s awe TGS 4w« THat
night MacArthur's troops stormed the
Anacostia encam t. With giant
floodlights blazing across the mud flats,
the steel-helmeted soldiers advanced,
flinging tear gas bombs, setting fire to
ramshackle huts and tents and driving
before them the veterans and their fami-
lies. By midnight, the Washington sky
glowed as though a great forest were
ablaze. Many veterans and their wives
and families were overcome by gas
fumes. One infant died . . . Dawn . . .
Miles off along the roads and highways
of Virginia and Maryland thousands of
veterans and their families were hurry-
ing away from the Nation's eapital, some
weeping and cursing, others silent and
dazed."

Another reference to MacArthur is
even more intevesting. In 1934 a
plot was uncovered. There had been
plans for a fascist coup d'etat i the
United States. MacArthur was con-
sidered as a potential leader. And so
the story goes on up to 1950 when the
book was written. Harriman, John Fos-
ter Dulles, Marshall, Forrestal and the
rest. Bﬁn% it right up to date by read-
in the daily papers.

(City Bookshop, Johannesburg.)  J.B.

Trade Enquiries:

METRO DRESS MANUFACTURERS

CAPE TOWN,

——
I

|=I(ARIN
BLOUSES

THE VIENNESE BLOUSE

Trade Inguiries:
|| 45 Mint Road,

Fordsburg,
JOHAN NEE?UEE-.
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THE KITTY IS CRYING!

THE kitty is crying because the kitty is hungry, in fact, kitty rarely gets
really enough to eat. Will you help to previde reqular and whole.
some sustenance?

You ask, "How?"

Well, the ‘kitty' represents the Legion's bank account. It is hardly
ever full: constantly needing more support. You can help, therefore, by
sending us a donation, large or small. Has it ever occurred to you that
the monthly copy of "Fighting Talk” absorbs the 5/- annual subscription
you pay? Has it ever occurred to you that the Life Membership you paid
has all been used up? Would you care to make a special donation to the

Legion to cover the cost of the magazine for a year? It would be a gener-
ous gesture.

Would you like to show your approval of the Legion's activities, past
and present? Don't you think a donation NOW might be a political gesture
of value to your own morale and the Legion's?

WE MAKE THIS APPEAL TO ALL LEGIONMAIRES KNOWING
THAT OUR MEMEBERS, WHO OVER THE YEARS HAVE PLAYED THEIR
PART IN THE DEMOCRATIC STRUGGLES IN SOUTH AFRICA, WILL
DO THAT EXTRA BIT TO MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR THEIR OWN FIGHT-
ING ORGANISATION TO CARRY ON EFFECTIVELY WITH THE
CONTINUING STRUGGLE.

Send a donation TODAY, Postal orders and cheque should be crossed
and made payable o the "Springbok Legion".

ANSWERS TO QUIZ

I. Privately-owned gaol.
2. No,

3. Reaction to MacArthur's warmonger-
ing against China has taken the form
of numerous ‘Peace with China" Com-
mittees throughout Britain,

Devaluation of sterling.
(a) Cerex (b) Wolmaransstad,
None,

Citizenship Bill, Repeal of Indian Re-
presentation Act, SW.A, Act, Colour-
ed Vote Bill,

B Tom Mawde,
0. Tudeh,
10. By standing on your head.

s - L B

[Questions on page 7)

NATIONAL SOLDER CO.

(PTY.), LTD.,
i1, FFENNELL ROAD, SELBY,
JOHANNESBURG,
Telephone 34-2847, Telograms: “Metals™,
[

Manufacturers and suppliers of:
Solder, Antifriction Metal, Type
Metals, Lead, Tin, Zinc, Antimony,
Wiped Lead Traps, Cennections

and Lead Washers.

Progress Knitting
Mills (Pty.) Ltd.

Guaranteed Interlock.
"KINGSWEAR"

Phone 24-3687. Tel. Add.: "Knitmill".
P.O. Box 9937,
JOHANNESBURG.

FOR ELECTRIC MOTORS
Phone 22-1121/2

MORRIS KATZ

ELECTRICAL ENGINEER AMND
CONTRACTOR,

2 Gold Street, City and Suburban,
JOHANNESBEURG,

JUSTICE WITH A SJAMBOK
[Centinued from page 11)

One of the main causes of this un-
satisfactory state of affairs has been,
in the words of the Commission, the in-
ability to recruit the right stamp of men
for police work. The pay is too low to
attract the more able and ambitious citi-
zen. Many of the police recruits have
only the minimum educational qualifica-
tion, a standard 6 Certificate,

It must be accepted that this tension
between police and Non-EBuropean is
not a necessary evil wherever two differ-
ent racial groups live side by side. In
the 1947 Report of the Northern Rho-
desia Police Commission of Inquiry for
example, evidence was given stressing
the respect with which European police
officers were regarded by tf-: fﬂm
public. In fact no adverse criticiem of
European police officers was expressed
in evidence by members of the public—

European or Non-Europeans, There
were several minor complaints against
the Non-European police by the Loca-
tion residents,

In South Africa, however, we find a
situation where the taxation, pass, labour
and liquer laws can be enforced only by
Elm:ing the innocent as well as the law-

reaker under close supervision. The
polce raids, the bundling of suspects in.
to pick-up vans that patrol the streets,
the arrests of hundreds of Africans at
a time for screening — are all measures
taken on a large scale and that must in-
evitably affect the innocent as well as
the defaulter. And they are measures
that must inevitably breed resentment
in the minds of the innocent, especially
as these ;pnnrh have no civil ri Eh and
therefore no legitimate means of voicing
their complaints,
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Y4 Sheelear Named Dedire’”

IT has been claimed by some that “A

Streetcar Named Desire”, currently
touring the Union, is a social drama, that
is to say, a piece out of real life plaved
by actors who represent real live people.
Nothing could be further from the truth.

It is possible, of course, to build a
social drama round an anti-social char-
acter. It has been dome successfully by
numerous writers from Dostoevsky to
Ernest Hemingway. But it is quite an-
other thing to Eaunt a play in which
almost all %he characters are a thorough-
Iy bad lot, for that is the essence of Ten-
nessee Williams's “masterpiece.” Blanche
Dubois, her brother-in-law Stanley, his
friends, his neighbours — all ooze venom
at themselves and at one another. Even
a knifing outside their doors :t.lﬂklcs no
surprise from them and certainly no
alarm,

Can it be that the American Way of
Life has reached the stage where the
average working man is a brutal, furni-
ture-throwing, money-grabbing monster
whose normal reaction, when his wife
is in hospital having a baby, is to find
a substitute? Does it really produce a
situation in which only Blanche Dubois
is certifiable? Are the penthouses of Los

Angeles really peopled by the psycho-
paths who constitute Tennessee Wil-
liams's dramatis personae’

I don't believe it. People as a whole
fight against a bad environment. They
do not, as A Streetcar Named Desire”
would have you believe, succumb to it,
to be dragged down into a hopeless,
helpless morass of brawls and benzedrine.

If that were so, civilisation would have
long since perished. TP

A NON-EUROPEAN POLICY.

The lon's Non-Euro Sub-
Committee has prepared a draft memo-
randum on “A Non-European Policy
for South Africa.” This is the Legion's
reply to the official Government policy

Apartheid,

At present committees, branches and
groups are criticising the memorandum
and their comments are being collated
by the Non-European Committee,

We want to ensure that this policy
expresses the views of the majority of
Legionnaires. If YOU would like a copy
of the Memorandum, please write at once
to P.O. Box 4088.

WE WANT YOUR CRITICISM
AND COMMENTS.

NOTICE!!!
We still require
JUMBLE

Deliver to the office or Telephone
33-0975.

MOBECO

REGD. GARMENT.

Ths Well-known Maks for

LADIES', MEN'S & JUVENILES'
CLOTHING.

MOCH'S CLOTHING
TRIES [PTY.) LTD.,

18 High Rd., Fordsburg,

JOHANNESBURG.
Phone: 33-1533,

INDUS-

UNIVERSAL
SALAD AND COOKING OlL
*

The Cook's Best
Friend

SHIRTS

AND

PYJAMAS

Tailored by:

UNIVERSAL SHIRT & CLOTHING MANUFACTURERS (PTY) LTD.
HEAD OFFICE: 26 BARRON STREET

42 Shaketpeare House, Commissionar Straet,
P.O. BOX 1848

JOHANNESBURG




1.

FIGHTING TALK

August, 1951.

—
Spilkin & Newfield

CONCRETE ENGIMNEERS
’ Trads Enquiriss:

510-514 Bristol Buildings
Marshall and Maclaren
Streets,
JDHANHESBURE
‘ Box 7233 Phone 33-0270
ESKAY SHIRTS (PTY.), LTD.

CAPE TOWN,

ESKAY SHIRT DISTRIBUTORS
(TRANSYAAL) LTD.
P.O. Box 7278 - - - - JOHAMMESBURG.

Cor.

&%

SHIRTS

P.O. Box 425

- W = owm

PRETORIA WEST
FLOUR MILLING
CO. LTD.

145 Carl Street,
PRETORIA WEST

Boston Clothing

Manufacturers
(PTY.), LTD.

Makers of

ARTIST
TROUSERS

46 Mint Road Fordsburg
JOHANNESBURG '

ALWAYS ASK FOR

CLIPPER

LUGGAGE OF DISTINCTION.

Manufactured by

NATAL (EATHER  INDUSTRIES

(PTY} LTD. |
33:37 Miller Straet - - DURBAN.

ON TIME ALL THE TIME

Day Phone 25-3963.
Might Phone 28-3798.

Malvern Pharmacy
CHEMIST AND OPTICIANS

Jules Street, Malvern,
JOHANNESBURG,

S g

FOR SMARTER CLOTHES
CHOOSE

oA

0

ORIGINALS

2
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