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DEFEND THE FREE PRESS

THE long-erpected assault on the
freedom of the press has
come with the announcement by
the Minister of Justice that the
"Guardian" is given a matter of
three weeks in which to show rea-
son why it should not be banned.
This assault follows the pattern
of all fascist attacks on democratic
institutions, viz. begin with the left
and work your way rightwards un-
til all eppesition has been sup-
pressed.

It is history now that under the
Suppression of Communism Act,
the elementary principles of jus-
tice have been i'ﬁrnwn overboard.
In the case of this particular news-
paper, a three-man commission of
enquiry met in secret to investi-
gate the “Guardian" and submit-
ted to the Minister their secret re-
port. As the "Cape Times” put it
' . . The Minister need not accept
the Report, but can merely light
his pipe with it .. ."

Mo thinking South African can
treat this as an isolated instance.
It is part and parcel of the Mat-
ionalist programme for a Broeder-
bond fascist republic, and the duty
of the citizen is clear.

Use every means at your dispe-
sal to protest against this tyranny.
The political pelicy of the "Guard-
ian"' has nothing whatever to do
with your actions in these circum-
stances. If the "Guardian" is ban-
ned, "Fighting Talk" may well be
next, for we are also opposed to
the Mats. So indeed are the "Rand
Daily Mail", the "Cape Times"
and, in fact, the major portion of
the free press in South Africa. Th's
matter is urgent. Act now!

&

—_—

REEULAR readers of "Fighting Talk"

will have noticed from time to time
articles, cartoons and "fillers" dealing
with the subject of world peace, and the
time has arrived, we think, 4o come out
fairly and squarely with the question—
"Are you prepared to help in the strug-
gle for the preservation of peace and
the prevention of war?"

It is a bitter reflection that the main-
tenance of peace has indeed become a
ﬂru?agle. yet the fact must be faced.
A glance at a newspaper on any day of
the week will bring home vigorously the
realisation that war and war prepara-
tions are once again the highlights of
contemporary lite.

There is no promise of world peace
in the capture by United Nations Forces
of "Heartbreak Hill" in Korea, nor is
the uncertain United States lead over
Russia in hydregen bombs a signal mile-
stone on the road to peace and plenty.
On the contrary, such announcements
confirm that there is a war raging which
may well spread and cast the world into
the abyss of World War I,

And what can we do about i#?

We as ex-servicemen have a special
responsibility to do all in our power to
prevent war, for who is better qualified
than an ex-Serviceman to tell the world
what war means? Ex-Gunner van Ton-
der knows better than the Wall Street
brokers and Senator Robert Taft how

herrible is the wholesale slaughter of a-

modern batilefield, and even he has

seen only a glimpse of what World War
lll would be like.

The Spriannk Legion is fully aware
of its special duty and has affirmed and
reaffirmed at every national conference
its uncompromising demand for a peace-
ful settlement of the world's problems.
We have in various statements and arfi-
cles demanded the absolute banning of
atomic weapons and the conclusien of a
Five Power Peace Pact, But this is hard-
ly enough.

Organisations exist both in this coun-
try and overseas whose aims are the pre-
vention' of war, and our members are
free, and indeed, should be encouraged
to join these bodies. We have reached
the stage where we must make a defini-
tive stand against another war. We must
join anr and every organisation which
wa think may help to avert the threaten-
ed catastrophe. We must. make peace
propaganda our food and drink, just as
its negation will mean our du!—ih and
destruction,
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YOU’RE TELLING US

- Lellers lo the

The Editor,
Fighting Talk.
Dear Sir,

. Herewith 10/ far the "Kitty”,

ANTI-COMMUNIST.

Dear Unknown Member,

‘Thank you very much for your gen-
erous donation. We hope all other "anti-
communist’ members will fellow suit!

Tour nom-de-plume is intriguing, I
get the impression from it that you
said to yourself, “Well, the Legion wmay
be 'communist’, but it has a fine vecord
and I'm proud of it notwithstanding.”
But doesn't that suggest that you too
have fallen for the munist smear!
Careful, old friend! Did you see what
happened at the Torch Commando meet-
ing at Alberton? The Nats, in the
audience disrupted the meeting by
shouting at the speakers, 'Kafferboetie’,
‘Communist’, etc.

Will you in two years' time be sengd-
ing a donation to the Torch Commando
‘even though it is consideved to be a
communist organisation’!

All the same, thanks again for your
lovalty and your financial support,

Yours, .etc.,
Editor Fighting Talk.
The Editor,
Fighting Talk.
Dear Sir,
Congratulations on your article, * Jus-

tice . th a Sjambok
of

the best I have read in “Fighting
Talk.”

The presentation of facts without em-
phasis on emotional terms is always de-
sirable in preference to articles depend-
ing for e on epithets which, when
removed from their context, are little
else than abusive, The effect is' then
often the reverse of that intended. The
Shavian principle of avoidiag personali-
ties and relying on facts, presented in
the most arresting fashion possible, is a
very sound one.

Many of the points made 5; G. L.
Handley in his letter publi in the
Aupgust issue are well made,

Yours faithfully,

R.J. W. McL.
Johannesburg,

Editon

The Editor,
Fighting Talk.
Dear Sir,

I am glad the Legion has advised its
members to work for the Torch Com-
mando. The movement is catching on
like wildfire and even here in Pretoria
we are doing excellently.

But I am getting fed-up with these
wiseacres who have never done a job in
their lives and who now come forward
and start ‘warning” people against the
dangers of the Torch Commando. These
people say, “But, how can you support
i movement which is pledeed to throw
out the Government? That amounts to
mnsurrection.”” And, *This movement will
inevitably lead to civil war.” And, "How
do we know they won't become fas-
ciats? That’s just how Mussolini started,”
etc., etc.

I say to these sahoteurs, “Get into
the movement and take on the responsi-
hility yourself of seeing that all these
terrible things don’t happen.”

The Torch Commando is a young or-
ganisation and is beset, therefore, with
all the wicissitudes of inexperience and
youthfulness, but, say what you like, it
has guts and the will to get the Nats.
out. That's’ good enough for me and
that's why I'm working for them. After
all, surely the defeat of the Nats. iz our
primary job.

Yours, ete., "
Flt. Sgt. M. B. R.
Pretoria.
11th October, 1951,
’E‘F}m Editar‘].: Wk,
§ | ] Id g L1
Main House, Main Street,
ohannesburg,
ar Sir,

At a time when intimidation has over-
shadowed the best in some of the people
who have been in the forefront of the
struggle for progress, when the light and
joy has gone out of the conversations

with our friends, in which it was *j

not so much what we said to
each other, but what there was
no need to say, in a language we used
to understand so well, that gave our

- ray of

friendship and human relationships the;

zest, warmth and comradeship that was

. to comforting when the fight was tough,

ar such a time “Deep Are The Roots
is being played at the Library Theatre.

Whilst in our country there prevail
vicious discrimination, increasing hru-
tality to our Non-European peoples, we
are presented with a play wlfiech depicts
a Negro as an ordinary decent human
being. The aspirations of Breet, the Ne-
gm, the beliefs and conwictions of his
air-minded white friends, contrast
strongly with realities in South Africa.
They brinﬁ to mind the vituperations
of Nationalists, whose unreasoning hat-
red and prejudices can seriously put for-
ward views at their conferences com-
demning any contamination of Euro-
peans by Non-Europeans, even when
it is only the case of using the same
telephone booth or” driving the same
motor car, '

The reactions of the large audiences
that see the play, however, must lift up
ogur hearts. It has brought home the
fact that a sense of justice, a love for
what iz good and decent etill prevails
amongst a section of white South Afri-
cans. (It could pntha hz an indica-
tion to the leaders the Opposition
that in place of their assurances and
apologies to the Nats, that they really
don’t regard the Non-European as a
factor worth worrying about, they should
preach tolerance rather than appease-
ment). The play must havc given cour-
age and heart to progressives whose
judgment' and convictions had become
clouded. o

The determination of Cecil Williams
and those who stood with him to pro-
duce this play is something that some of
us will not forget easily. How right they
were and how proud they make us fesl
of them, The cast too — each and every-
one did more than just take a part in the
play. “They acted with their hearts as
well as with their heads.” They too had
a deécision to make before undertakin
to play in “Deep Are The Roots™
they took it unhesitatingly and staunch-
ly. They deserve their success.

I think it was Eugene Debs who said,
*“While there is a soul in gaol I am not
?iﬁe." Thei;_rzgmraﬁ“tm is true. While
there are om-loving peo ar-
ed. to make a stand thegl:.aglaepﬁ' E'::Pupr
pressed is not lost. To misquote Howard
Ahe The Roots™ “They are a

ope.’
Yours, etc.,
A RANK-AND-FILER,"

in *Dee
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The Municipal Elections
Are Important

THE Johannesburg municipal elections this year are particularly interesting

for several reasons.

One is that a new Ordinance is in ef-
fect and that, instead of elections being
held yearly as in the past, they will be
held every three years.

Another reason is that the Nationalists
are making their most determined effort
to date to win some ground in the munis

cipal field.

A third reason is the appearance of
the Labour Party in some strength. Will
it get good or bad support? It has no
election pact with the United Party, and
in many ways, therefore, the election is
a test of strength,

Finally, apartheid has come to the
municipl election field, with the so-
called "black spots” as the bone of con-

' Yantion.

It is not necessary to discuss the first
two reasons — they speak for themselves,
But the other two points Tve men-
tion. ;

One of the political problems of the
past few years has been whether the
Labour Party is getting stronger, weak-
er or just remaining stationary Some ex-
Jperts declare that the Labour Party is

JOTCE FOWLER, the well
known elocution and speech special-
ist, who played the part of “"Nevvy"
m 'Deep Are The Roots." Her ex-
tremely sensitive portrayal has earned
her ungualified praise.

due to be obliterated from the South Af-
rican political scene unless it radically
changes its policies. Others think that
the Labour Party will capture the votes
of workers who are expected to swin
away from the Nationalist and Uniteﬁ
parties.

For some time now, there has been a
strong fﬂlingaln the United Party that
there should be no further election pacts
with the Labour F-:r This view repre-
sents a deliberate effort to remove the
Labour Party from the political scene, If,
however, the Labour Party musters suffi-
cient support in the municipal elections
to prove that it does serve a useful pur-
ﬁoa in South African politics, then these

nited Party elements will have to alter
their views.

The entry of Mr. E. 5. Sachs and other
Garment Workers' officials into the mu-
nicipal political field as candidates is
alse of considerable interest. How will
the workers react to their presence? Is
the time ripe for the formation of a
more truly workers' party? Or are the
workers attaching themselves to the big
parties?

IIl'l:uu: municipal election results should
tell.

And what about apartheid as an elec
tion cry in municipal politics? Dr, G. E.
M. R.LH.. leader of the Hﬂ.tiunﬂﬁﬁ“ in
the City Council, declared recently that
the Nationalists would bring in apart-
heid and test public reaction.

Apartheid in Johannesburg has turn-
ed out to be the “black spots™ — those
Native areas in the western part of the
city which the Government says it is
going to remove. The scheme is obviously
fantastic; and it becomes ridiculous when
one remembers just how many Natives
in and around Johannesburg need houses,
;h;lut about the shanty towns like More-

a

This scheme is fantastic, but even more
fantastic was the reaction of the United
Party in the City Council. It was an-
nounced recently that the Johannesburg
City Council had agreed in principle

to accept responsibility for the remowal
of the “black spots.”

This is political opportunism of the
worst kind. To safequard its votes in the
western suburbs, the United Party-domi-
nated City Council accepted the MNat-
ionalist plan. Even United Party news-
papers were aghast at the council's
action, and the council has come in for a
great deal of criticism from these

papers.

“Die Transvaler”, the Nationalist
newspaper in Johannesburg, commented
sarcastically that if there had been no
elections in the offing, the council would
not have taken the step.

There is no possibility of the council
falling into Nationalist hands — that
disaster does not yet await Johannesburg,
The Nationalists have not even nomina-
ted sufficient candidates to make this

msible. But everyone should take a
cen interest in the elections, because
they could be a guide to many political
trends.
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THE WORLD WANTS PEACE

|T'S eurious to notice how mankind's desire for peace expresses itself at dif-

ferent times in different ways. | can remember, for instance, the days when
a strong pacifist movement swept the world — back in 19345, | remember public
rnnuﬁr;ﬂ:-. discussions, even petitions. Then there was the international to

make

e League of Nations inte an effective organisation for peace. Can you

bring to mind as well the number of books, novels, essays, drawings that came

out in dispraise of war?

Yet, the big politicians of the world somehow still managed to mismanage

our affairs and war came.

Ever since the war's end we have
lived in uneasiness, in fear of another
war and the people of the wprld are
still afraid. Truman won his election
on a promise of peace: Aneurin Bevan
sweeps to Labourite popularity merely .
because he looks in the direction of

ace: Stalin confuses the warmongers
E; plumping for a peaceful world in
which capitalism and communism can
cxist side by side.
. And the people of the world stay

threatened — but not helpless. Once
again commonsense demands that we
must try to force the politicians of the
world into paths of peace. And so in
every country of the world people are
signing the petition for 3 meeting of the
representatives of Britain, France,
US.A, USSR, and China.

The petition in each country simply
asks the government to use its power to
bring about the sigm'ﬂ‘g;hcrf a Pact of
Peace by the Big Five. This is the mod-
ern way in which we ordinary people
try to preserve peace, try to avert the
cataclysm of war, We believe it's bet-
ter to talk it out than to shoot it out.

It's a pity that there can't be an
agreement on total disarmament, That
always strikes me as being the first
sensible thing to do. I don’t trust any-
body, whatever his politics, so lnn%“;as
he's waving around a loaded gun. There
are politicians who say, “We can nego-
tiate only from stfsnngt_th'. Th.:.t":ﬁ phony
argument. Strippe its icking

anda, it means, *We.'ﬁm;l.ik turkey
only when we're in a position to dictate
our terms to our potential cnemies’. This
iz not thinking in terms of negotiation.
It is thinking in terms of military con-
quest.

In any case, as far as the Western
powers are concerned, it's not a very
promising line to follow. No realist can
ignore fact that the Russians and
the Chinese have a fierce and stubborn

attitude to any threat to their national
independence. They won't be intimidated
into submission by a show of arms.
Similarly, do you think that South Afri-
cans or Britishers or the Yanks would
sign a treaty at the point of a Russian
gun? Not on your lig:_

Let's remember, too, that the Chinese
and the Russians have given proof that
they were thoroughly competent fighters
in this modern age. Hitler and Chiang
Kai-S8hek could have answered that one!
As long as there is re-armament on one
side, there’ll be a competing effort on
the other side. Peace does not lie along
that path. (Incidentally, did you notice
that for the first time Stalin has told
the word that Russia has the Atom-bomb
to use, if . . . .7 Previously, he has al-
ways spoken for peace).

And would war solve anything at all?
We know in our hearts that it wouldn't.
The U.5.A. will not persuade the Rus-
sians to believe in capitalism by drop-
ping atom-bombs on their cities; any
more than the Soviet Union could make
converts by dropping atom-bombs on
American cities. i’nind-f would con-
vert anybody to anything. (But in the
meantime, the armament-manufacturers
are making sh-h?gl;crmfiﬂ. Their divi-

ends are greater today than they were
even during the last war! Don't let us
forget that little factor. Wars and ru-
mours of war, cries for new and better
guns and tanks and planes may send up
your cost-of-living, may slow n pro-
duction of our simple daily needs, but
— let us never fm'ﬂai- it — wars and
rumours of war pay handsome profits to
a handful of earth's population.)

No. We dare not allow ourselves to
believe that the horror and futility of
another war is inevitable. If we did be-
lieve that war iz inevitable, we should
be actively assisting to bring about such
a catastrophe as few of us would survive.

Everyone of us who treasures life
and- man's heritage of culture and
civilisation, who believes in that ideal
of a better and happier life which in-
spired the heroes of Alamein, Stalin-
rad, Coventry, has an earnest duty to
fulfil That duty is to mobilise the
peace-lovers — and isn't that all of
us! — to sign the petition to bring
about a Pact of Peace between the
Big Five. We fight for our own
future, :

Dolitical Quiz

aﬂd ¥ L] L] ]

1. Who replaced General MacArthur
in Korea?

2. What Nationalist M.P, was form-
erly a Labour M.P.?

3. What constituency did he repre-
sent?

4. What post does Averell Harriman
occupy?

5. Who succeeded Ernest Bevin as
Britain's Foreign Secretary?

6. What is Benelux?

7. What number of the retiring Johan-
nesburg City Councillors are United
Party Councillors?

8. How many Labour Party members
of Parliament are there at present?

9. Why does the film, “Desert Fox™,
stink in our nostrils, even before we
see it?

10, What country in Asia is trying to
free itself from imperialism?
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The Federation that Failed

HE British Government is usually very astute at arranging conferences. But
its plans have seldom failed so completely as the Central Africa Federation

conference.

This conference was held to discuss
the federation of Nyusaland and South-
ern Rhodesia and Northern Rhodesia.
It was a flop from start to finish, and by
the time it was over MNationalist news-
papers in the Union were chuckling
gleefully, It is interesting to note the
reaction of these newspapers, because
the Union was an important factor in
the whole move towards federation,

The conference, in fact, was an anhi-

South Africa affair. The federation of

Nyasaland and the two Rhodesias was
envisaged as a way of |irniﬁr;_? the
Union's attempts to extend its influence
to the north,

The Mationalists have been active in
this field ever since they came to power
a little more than three years ago, and
lately their efforts have been intensi-
fied, The Union Government has tried
to “sell” apartheid to its northern neigh-
bours, and at the same time to condemn
the British Colonial Office’s policy of
permitting the Africans to have a great-
er say in their own affairs than they
have in the Union.

In this campaign the Nationalists have
tried to win over the European settlers
in territories to our north. They have
tried to n::n:ui'l_uin-ca them that +huir{u+ur:
prosperity lies not in supporting Britis
Colonial Office polil:z. gl.ﬂ' in taking
over the Union’s apartheid ideas. 5o far
this campaign has met with little success.

Economically — the Union is able to
exercise a certain amount of pressure on
its immediate neighbours; and all round,
therefore, the threat of the Nationalists
extending their pernicious influence —
ar least, to Southern Rhodesia — is not
as remote as some people think. Indeed,
there are some prominent Rhodesians
who believe that Southern Rhodesia is
pradually being forced closer to the
Union, in spite of the white settlers’ dis-
like of Nationalist doctrines.

There are many reasons why the terni-
tories to our north would resist being
drawn towards the Union; but the most
important is the effect the doctrine of
apartheid would have on African opi-
nion, throughout the continent,

Summed up simply, the position is
this: Many people in the neighbouring

territories feel that hewever much re-
vulsion the Mationalists’ republican and
similar doctrines arouse outside the
Union, the rise of African naticnalism on
the continent may create some liking
for apartheid among certain white sett-
lers in the African territories.

The architects of the federation pro-
posals no doubt had this in mind, and it
seems that they reckoned that the best
way to prevent apartheid spreading
northwards — and thus undermining the
whole present-day structure in Africa—
would be to unite the Rhodesias and
Nyasaland in zome sort of association
and thus block the MNationalists’ north-
wards march.

There have been previous attempts at
federation, but they all failed. When it
became apparent that the Union was
determined to extend its influence north-
wirds, the old federation plans sud-
denly took on a new meaning. Now it
really became essential to have federa-
tion. Previously it was just the dreams
of empire-builders.

This explains the extraordinary haste
that was attached to the conference. The
report  recommending  federation was
barcly published, when the conference
was being held. Unfortunately for the
architects, the Africans of the three ter-
ritories decided that it was not in their
interests to be a party to the manoceuvres,

and they — almost unanimously — de-
cided to fight federation.

Nyasaland Africans were particularly
adamant. They saw in the other two ter-
ritories, particularly in Southern Rho-
desia, the Mative policy differed from
that which existed in their own country.
Southern Rhodesia's Mative policy is
more akin to the Union's "segregation’’
than to Nyasaland's policy. 'ﬁm gN'fal-a-
land Africans arqued. Why be dragged
into federation at the risk of losing the
rights we enjoy today?

Therefore, when the conference came
about, the whole involved manocuvre
fell to pieces becase the Africans of the
territories did not want to risk the loss
of their rights.

The conference, in fact, was so hastily

conceived, and the “preparatory work™
that usually precedes these sort of con-

ferences was so noticeably lacking that
even Sir Godfrey Huggins, Prime Minis-
ter of Southern Rhodesia, later expres-
sed his annoyance with the bungling. Sir
Godfrey is alarmed at the Union's ex-
pansionist aims, and he 15 a fervent pro-
tagonist of federation. But he thought
that Mr, Patrick Gordon Walker and
Mr. James Griffiths, the two British
Secretaries of State who handled the
conference, had been particularly inept.

Sir Godfrey commented: “The con-
ference was not a very pleasant interlude.
While it would be wrong 4o say that
nothing was achieved, it was a bitter dis-
appointment because of the way the
whole affair was mishandled by the
United Kingdom Government,”

Sir Godfrey, it turned out, had realis-
ed that, the conference was falling to
pieces, and in an attempt to hold to-
gether what was left, he suppested that
the Nyasaland delegation should with-
draw and that there should be a federa-
tion of the two Rhodesias only, because
there is less disparity between their poli-
cies. But this suggestion was turned down
by Mr. Griffiths.’

The conference was such a failure, and
the nature of the discussions smacked

so much of intrigue, that the Press could
not be admitted.

Thus the conference ended abruptly
— and miserably. It is quite possible that
further efforts will be made to bring the
territories together, but this will require
4 lot of delicate negotiation.

The whole sorry business has taught

two lessons: One is that the Africans in

territories are not going to be rush-

ed into a scheme which may result in
the loss of hard-won rights.

The other is that the only way to
safequard these territories against the
spread of Nationalist influence is to im-
prove the territories internally and to
give the Africans there a greater share
in the administration of their countries
and in their development.

If the Africans are happy and pros-
perous, and have a full share in the life
of the territories, then apartheid and
other Mationalist influences will never
make the slightest impression on them.
This is a far EBH’!F course than to resort
to manoeuvres and intrigues which are
based on the most unstable foundations.
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“I Remember At
El-Alﬂlllﬁill e e e I-- >

| WISH old Pieter was with us to-day. Pieter was at El Alamein. He was a son
of the veld, young in years, but old in natural wisdem. A :Erund optimist, old
Pieter, a born philosopher and politician. He never just spoke to us — he in-

evitably made a speech. He used to say:

"Until the war there were no South Africans. Now up here our nation has
been born. | know, meore than you fellows from the cities, how deep the cleavage

was between the races. Mow it is being mended. | tell

you its a miracle. | never

dreamed that | would see us united in my lifetime, but we are united now. Bui
will it last? Man, I'm sorry but | don't think it will. You see unity is not just a
negative atitude — it is positive. We shall have to fight to preserve the unity
we have found here and it will be a blerrie hard fight. None of us will feel like
fighting when we get back. But we must be prepared to and if we are positive
about it, we can unite South Africa. | am sure of it."

Not a great speech, I agree. But there
15 in it the most important lesson we can
learn on this business of racial unity, It
i3 this: unity is not merely the absence
of hate and disunity — it is a positive
attitude. Moreover, it is the climax of the
struggle for tolerance and fairplay and
as such it must not only be won but con-
sciously maintained. In other words, you
don't just get rid of racial hate and re-
place it with racial unity — you have
to fight for racial unity and, having
achieved it, fight hard to maintain it
Like the democratic way of life and the
ideas of justice and equality, unity is a
high ideal and is foreign to many. With-
out conscipus effort on our part and a
recognition that pious sentiment is value-
less we won't get very far towards united
nationhood.

Don't let's bluff ourselves. The gap
between English and Afrikaans speaking
South Africans is both real and big.
Mor is it entirely artificial. Despite the
fact that both peoples have developed
side by side in the sub-continent, there
have been sufficient differences in their
developments to bring about a social, cul-
tural and political gap which is hard to
bridge.

Quite frankly, racial friction is more
natural here than racial unity. The forces
at work, apart from the machinations of
politicians, preduce friction rather than
harmony. We must recognise this fact
honestly and accept as fundamental that
we are striving for something which,

while neither unattainable nor il
is against the stream of events. Senti-
mental speeches and patriotic fervour
alone will not bring about unity.

ical,

To some extent we who are struggling
for national unity are not realists. Yes,
we must admit this, for there is, unfortu-
nately no little truth in the assertion
that most people are not ready for a
common nationhood, Nor, of course, do
the cirtumstances favour us. The racial
harmony in the forces during the war
was the product of favourable circum-
stances — a CcOMMmMON enemy, COMMOon
dangers and hardships, common loneli-
ness and longing. These are the things
which draw men together, They are not
present in the situation today, save that
more and more fmple arz beginning to
see the Nationalist Government as-the
common enemy and are being drawn to-
gether in the fight against them. So it
is, paradoxically enough, the racialists
who are producing a situation in which
racial unity becomes achievable. People
are beginning to see through their clap-
trap and uniting against them.

But this in itself does not mean Seuth
African nationhood is just around the
corner. There is a long struggle ahead.
By remembering Alamein and so forth,
we are only beginning it. It will be hard
work. The reward, however, will be in-
evitable. For once we achieve a com-
mon nationhood and the principles of
tolerance and fairplay are firmly en-
trenched, our other problems become so
much easier to solve.

BOOK REVIEW

The Knnli’l(i_
Expec[itiﬂn

"JUE-T occasionally you find yourself

in a queer situation.” This is the
matter of fact way in which author Thor
Heyerdahl sets out to explain his 4,000
mile trip across the Pacific on a home:
made raft,

And for a remarkable man like the
author of “The Kontiki Expedition™,
thfs queer situation arises so easily, so
casually, that he almost makes you think
it could happen to you. Almost.

Its like this. He spends some of the
war studying the people of Polynesia,
pondering their origin, and the origin
of their strange white-skinned, red-hair-
ed god, Kontiki, Somehow, he concludes,
they must have crossed the Pacific from
the coast of South America, 4,000 miles
to the East,

And with the rashness of youth,
Heyerdahd e:;plaim the whole theg?}r to
a scientific friend. “How?" asks this
doubting Thomas. “They had rafts”
Heyerdahl replies; it sounds reasonable
enough to him. “You try crossing the
Paci ic on a raft,” says the friend, with
the air of one delivering the mortal last
blow at the end of a crushing argument.

And why not? asks Heyerdahl,

So the raft is built. Not just a raft,
but a raft built to strict Inca specifica-
tion gleaned from records and accounts
of the earliest Western travellers to
Peru. The raft must be of balsa wood.
But where to pet balsa wood? As scarce
I:htl:a:: days as bison, so it seems. But no-
thing daunts Heyerdahl, Together with
five fellow Norwegian Americans he
hikes to the forests of the Andes, picks
out some surviving trees, chops them and
floats them down-river to the sea.

And then the raft, Built without
screws, nails or wire. A rough hulk of
logs, tied ‘together with handspun rope,
fn?rqr teet long from stern to prow, deck
eighteen inches above sea level, and deck
house of plaited bamboo,

Now this is where the story really
starts. The 'Kontiki’, with sails hoisted
sets off from the coast of Peru with
all the gloomy predictions of watery
graves and Davy Jones' locker made by

[Continued on next page)
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“Deep Are The Roots”

e o+« on Outstanding Success

|T has been said with some justice that it is easier for a critic to condemn a play

out of hand than to app
structed, so authentic a

laud it; easier to pan it out of existence than to
lyricise it into immortality. Few are the modern

which are so well con-

la
so fimely as to leave atwﬁhhr no room for serious

criticism. “Death of a Salesman” is one such play — the play under review is

another.

“Deep are the Roots™ is a scene out
of contemporary American life — the
deep Southern part of it — with all the
horrors of racial oppression that that
conjures up. Around the time-honoured
question, “How would you like your
sister to marry a Kafthir?", so beloved of
South African politicians, the authors,
d'Usscau and Gow, have built a hard-,
hitting and vividly honest dramatic play.

Alice Langdon, the liberal and poli-
tically-advanced daughter of a poison-
ous Southern Senator, is faced fairly and
squarely with this problem when her
young sister falls in love with a Negro,
Brett Charles, who is the son of one of
their servants. Naturally, this is no ordi-
nary Negro, but a cultured and civilised
man, thanks in no small measure to
Alice’s education of him. He is also a
war hero and a fine, upstanding-speci-
men of manhood.

Bewildered and terrified, Alice has
Brett arrested on a trumped-up charge
of theft, and in the course of the arrest
he is severely beaten up.

The repercussions of her action, both
in her own mind and in the entire com-
munity, are brilliantly portrayed by the
very human characters whose job it is
to resolve this conflict in Alice. The play
then is an exposé of that rather sorry
specimen of modern life — the liberal.
The person who “gets it in the neck™
from both the right and the left, the per-
son who sometimes carries the torch of
civilisation but sometimes, as in Alice’s
case, can have roots of racial prejudice
that are buried deep.

Cecil Williams’s production of this
play at the Library Theatre early this
month, was a satisfactory svent from all
points of view. The Springbok Legion
gained the proceeds of the play, which
were considerable, and for Cecil (who
is also the Legion’s General Secretary) it
was a great personal triumph both as

roducer and actor. Of the half-dozen

th African producers I can think
of offhand, Cecil alone, I venture to

CECIL WILLIAMS
== « & graat personal friumph.

say, has the political maturity to suc-
ceed with a play of this nature.

He was fortunate also in having Les-
ley Brook, an experienced actress, for
the part of Alice Langdon. She captured
this complex character with ease and
sympathy. All the others gave her excel-
lent support, particularly Joyce Fowler
as Genevra, the young cister. John
Rutherford as Brett Charles skilfully
tollowed the producer’s interpretation of
the stff, un ing and proud young
Negro, whilst Cecil Williams himself, as
Howard Merrick, Alice’s outspoken Yan-
kee fiancé, played his part with polish
and conviction. Special congratulations to
Dolly Robin as Brett's mother and to
Derrick Forman as the Senator. Warren
Sands as Cousin Roy, June Davidson as
Cillah Jaspan, who succeeded her as
“Honey™ the Coloured maid, Ray Matu-
son as the bullying Sheriff and Roy
Cousins as his deputy, all, without ex-
ception, gave sincere and pleasing per-
formances.

The plaudits with which the daily
press greeted this production of a highly
controversial play constitute a lasting
tribute to Cecill Williams and the entire
st

“KONTIKI”

[Continued from previous page)

a dozen old sea dogs keeping them com-
pany. .

From there on, it's six men, borne by
wind and current across emtpy ocean,
with the fir]st land fu;; thousand miles
away — a long way any reckoning,
but longer still aboard a prrmitiw: crl-:%t
of dubious sea-worthiness.  Polynesia,
three months and more away.

And Heyerdahl tells it all, the story
of that adventurous voyage, and of its
thousand thrills, wonders and dangers.
He tells it well, this tale of the deep
ocean from near the fish-eye level in a
view seldom seen by modern man. A
tale of adventure like most men only
dream “h'."”t'. And finally a tale of a
theory, vindicated if not scientifically
proved when the Kontiki washes up on

the shores of an uninhabited Polynesian
island.

If you like the sea, you'll enjoy eve
minute of "Kontiki’. Or if you jﬂ{e higwh
adventure with the added flavour of
truth and fact. Or for that matter if you
like scientific theory presented and ar-
gued in a way that even the layman can
enjoy and enter into the argument.

In fact, you'll like “The Kontiki Ex-

pedition’, for my money one of the hest
books of the year. )

“The Kontiki Expedition™, by Thor
Hnlsw_.reﬂ]ahl. Published by Allen and Un-
win, Obtainable at Pickwick Bookshop,
Kerk Street, Johanneshburg,

e ——————
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Kirst Impressions

Of

England

By THELMA ROUTH.

| AST night | listened to the hail pelting down on our corrugated iren roof and
thought, ""In England there is very little hail, and no iron roofs.” Eﬂrclhol;:g
n

| see now | seem to see in comparison to things as they are in England.

we first arrived there, our comparisons were in reverse. We lock

for the sun,

and no-one had seen it for ages. We thereupon looked for something to drown

our sorrow, and similarly, there was not.

We left South Africa in February,
1948, and reached London at the end of
a very wet winter, No words can de-
scribe the mournfulness of the dripping,
black, leafless trees, the soggy earth, the
mud, and the forlorn look of the people

one saw in the streets. No bright rain-
" coats, no glowing tans, paint peeling off
the houses, food scarce and monotonous
— wery monotonous indeed, unless you
are excited by potatoes — and to cap 1t
all, nowhere to live. The lodgings which
had been booked for us were suddenly
and mysteriously full when we arrived
complete with young son and the immi-
nent pect of another baby. London
landlords don't like childven. It was
quite a common sight to see ads which
described in lilting terms **3-roomed flat,
kitchen, bathroom, central heating, no
dogs or children.” Being animal lovers,
we were rather hurt to see that dogs
were rated even lower than children.

For a whole month we crept around,
convinced we would never be warm or
full again. Every time we passed a tea-

shop we scurried in and gulped down
unspeakable tea, just in case our next
meal was not forthcoming, The net re-
sult was that we both got very fat. After
about a month of these delusions, we
suddenly realised that the changes of our
dying of either cold or hunger were re-
mote, as forty million other people ap-
peared to be bearing up quite well, and
also by then, of course, it was Spring.

| can wax lyrical over the English
Spring — in fact, frequently do. Perhaps
it is the contrast that makes the magic.
Those dreary, wet, sodden trees sudden-
Iy burst into the tenderest green, house-
wives fling wide their windows, much
washing, cleaning and painting ensues,
and the young men's fancy, they tell me,
turns to thoughts of love. In fact, the
public parks soon resemble farmyards,
with all the lovers and their lasses and
much hey-nonny-no in the green fields
and so on. This continues all through the
summer, with intervals for bad weather
and listening to the cricket scores.

In winter, they go to football and
evening classes, A tremendous amount
of adult education (horrible description!)
goes on, There are lectures and classes
on every conceivable subject, from com-
post-making to Yogi. No matter how
deep the snow or how thick the fog, a
hall can be filled. The more esoteric the
subject, the bigger the hall.

We attended and participated in many
such meetings and schools, I remember
a really inspiring weekend school on Af-
rica, a ed by some of the most bril-
liant people in Britain (modest blushes
here). We heard Professors Bernal and
Joad discuss the scientific basis (or
rather, the lack of some) of racialism
with Africans from Kenya, Uganda and
the Sudan. Ritchie Calder and Kingsley
Martin chaired the school, alternately
with a doctor from Nigeria,. A young
poet from Viet Nam addressed the school
on Asian liberation. A Sudanese student
described the Gezira water scheme, We
learnt a great deal that week-end, The
delegates seemed surprised at the fairly
good number of South Africans present,
and we were proud to be able to tell
them about the National War Memorial
Health Foundation and the spirit that
made it possible. We told them about
the Legion and of the many thousands of
decent South Africans who had fought
fascism abroad and were prepared to
fight it at home.

I seem to have used up all the space
on what Guy has just described as my
usual frivolity, so I'll leave him to tell
you about the political scene in next
month’s “Fighting Talk."”

]
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|F I were in trouble, I'd like to have

PIET BEYLEVELD by my side. Piet
15 & quiet chap, not given overmuch to
nattering, but he radiates stremgth, de-
pendability and sagacity.

Tou may guess from the mame that
Piet is an Afrikaner. He is a Vry-Staater,
having been borm in Rouxville in 1916
Whenever Dr. Malan and his colleagues
talk about the 'real' South African, |
thimk of Piet and not of Dr. Malan. A
‘real’ South African is a man who has a
full and fine patriotic love of South Af-
rica and who, at the same time, can love
his country omly when it is worthy of
love, when it is a democratic, progres-
sive, freedom-loving and tolerant coun-

try. That goes for Piet. That's why he °

is a Legionmaire, because he has a com-
Ision inside him to fight to create that
tter South Africa of which we can be
unconditionally proud.

As a youngster Bevleveld moved to
SW.A, with his“f,urrnu and finishing
his schooling in Windhoek. Up to the
outbreak of war he was farming in the
Grootfontemn District. Donning uniform
m 1040, he served with the T.5.C.
Months and months passed with Piet in
the and Brigade, sweating it out in East

Africa and then the Western Desert.
After an accident in 1944 he transferred
to Special Signals, which finally made
him respomnsible for the Afrikauns sec-
tion of the Forces Broadcasting Services
in Cairo, from 1945 until his discharge
early in "46

Meantime he had heard of the Legion,
had heard and :IEprmrcd, jommg up m
1943. As a member of the Middle-East

Council and the Helwan Branch Com-
mittee, he did an immense amount of
valuable organisational work, After dis-
charge he continued to tum in a good
job for the Legion. He has served for
some years now on the [Johannesburg
and the MNational Executive Committees.

Piet serves om committees, addresses
group meetings, writes articles for
“Fifhting Talk". But his most valuable
contribution to the Legion is his thought-
ful and common-sense analysis of any
given situation, domestic, mational or
mternational. We lean more and more
on his sober summing-up of strategy and
tactics.

Piet Bevleveld's message for Legion
naires is: A Springbok Legionnaire by
the very fact of his membership of the
Legion must accept the responsibility of
giving a political lead, wherever he may
find himself. There are Legionnaires liv-
mg i isolation in the platteland, may-
be active in the United Party: there are
Legionnaires working in trade umions,
the Torch Commando, the Labour Par-
ty, church groups and the Civil Rights
League. In those spheres it is the job
of Legionnaires to bring homesty of pur-
pose, fearlessmess and rﬁc ability to work
hard, With these qualities a progressive-
minded man can achieve a great deal
towards cleaning South Africa of the
reactionary Nats and their stifling

policies.
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