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1950— GEEN VERPOSING

MET die onthulling van die Voortrek-

kermenument, die Kersvakansie, en
die daarmee gepaard gaande peolitieke
wapenstilstand agter die rug, vra elke
demokraat hom of haarself met req af
wat die groot  kokkedore" van die
MNattes vir hierdie jaar in die skild voer.

Die aankondiging dat die regering nie
vanjaar sal voortgaan met wetgewing
om die Kleurling gf:iesers op 'n aparte
lys te plaas, en wal as gevolg van die
&gii dat Mnr. Havenga nie bereid is
om hulle op hierdie punt te ondersteun
nie, het bra as 'n verrassing gekom. Die
verraﬁinﬁ sou egter veel aangenamer

ewees het, as ons met erns kon glo

at Mnr. Havenga se beswaar op be-
ginsels gegrond was. Volgens sy wcie
verklarings is dit egter nie t?ie geval nie.

Die Minister van Finansies se Brak-
panse toespraak is mog vars in almal se
eheue. Yolgens sy uitlatings aldaar, is
Ey nie i:rErEiE om te torring aan die ver-
skanste klousules omdat hy meen dat die
huidige regering nie 'n groot genoceg
meerderheid het, an daarom nie 'n on-
betwiste opdrag van die volk onivang
het om so'n stap te regverdig nie.

In 'n enlangse toespraak weer het
hy melding gemaak van die feit dat wé-
reldmening teen ons is, en dat dit ge-
volglik sake sal vererger as die regering
op hierdie tydstip besluit om uitvoering
te gee aan sommige van die beloftes
wat aan hulle ondersteuners gedoen is.
Hy het verder laat blyk dat die verskil
tussen hom en die Masionaliste op pun-
te van uitveering berus en nie op be-
ginsel nie.

Hiervan kan alleen afgelei word dat
eorwegings anders as ocortuiging ver-
antwoordelik is vir die standpunt deur
die minister ingeneem. As Minister van

Finansies is Mnr. Havenga anders as
sy kollegas bewus van hoe gevoelig die
finansiéle barometer is vir wéreldme-
ning, en omdat Mnr. Havenga se repu-
tasie eenvoudig nie 'n onpopulére be-
groting kan ocorleef nie, meet hierin sy
vernaamste motief gesoek word. Dan
is daar ook nog die moontlikheid dat
deur weg te doen met die Kleurlingstem
in sekere Westelike Provinsie kiesafde-
lings, die Nattes mag voel dat hulle ﬁﬂ-
sisie aansienlik sterker is, soveel sterker
dat hulie mag besluit om weg te doen
met die hulp wat hulle tans van Mnr.
Havenga en sy Party onivang. Hierin
skuil 'n ander vername motief.

Om egter op te som. Mnr. Havenga
vanwee die feit dat hy duidelik laat blyk
het dat hy nie van sy kollegas in die
regering in beginsel verskil nie, vorm
geensins 'n stut teen die dreigement tot
verwatering van die gevestigde demo-
kratiese regte soos deur verskillende
sekties van die Suid-Afrikaanse bevol-
king geniet.

Die meeste wat ons dus kan verwag
is dat wetgewing insake Kleurling en
Maturelle verteenwoordiging vir 'n jaar
uitgestel is, en dit is juis van hierdie
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pouse wat ons as demokrate gebruik
moet maak, en wel deur te organiseer.
Organisasie wat ons in 'n posisie sal
plaas om hierdie getorring aan ons ken-
stitusie doeltreffend te besiry moet ons
taak Mo. | wees vir 1950.

Ons verneem dat die Raad vir Be-
skerming van die Kleurling Stemreg wat
onlangs in die lewe gercep is, besluit
het om voort te gaan met anisasie
ongeag die verklarings van die twee
leiers van die reperingspartye, en ons
doen 'n beroep op ons lede om hulle
heelhartige steun aan hierdie hawajing
toe te seé. Vir die demckraat is daar

geen verposing in die stryd om {e be-
hou wat hy het nie.
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YOU’RE TELLING US
Letions to the Edibor

Dear E-ir.

Thank vou for the latest “Fighting
Talk™, just received.

Firstly, I wish to convey my sincere
good wishes to the Springbok Legion,
for the new year just cntered. 1 sin-
cerely hope they become stronger by the

ey

}‘rﬁu"efl, at last, we in South West are
experiencing the Union’s troubles. Our
overtime payments etc. have been tak-
en away and there is at lot of discon-
tent floating around. The raillways are

using, we have a loco here, and the

pt. of Works, in fact in every Gov-
ernment Department  there are com-
ints. In fact, just a couple of days

k we rcocived a circular stating all
g;]mm_{mm, salary increases, etc. have

n frozen! There is a sort of com-
mission coming around this year who will
decide vwhether our services are really
necessary, ctc. [ gucss this must be the
big bang! The Nats. amongst the work-
ing types are singing the loudest tune!

r replies arc, “Scrves you right. We

you so!

However, some of the Nats. are say-
ing they dont want the U.P. hack but
a complete chanwe! The cry for the
Labour Party scems to be making itsclf
hEHJ'd' I have S[H'll-h:u i - | |n-t aof Mats,
some of them are switching round to
UP., but a lot say they only want to
vote Labour. They are shouting for a
Labour candidate to appear in South
West. Now is the time for an intensi-
ficd programme on the Political Front
here, | have noticed  this mainly
amongst the working types. | also have
my grouses too! With no overtime, ete.,
I find it extremely difficult to come out
these days. The prices of commoditics
here are appalling.

I guess this is all for now. Things arc
really becoming interesting around these
parts, as men arc slowly being paid off!
I seem to spend most of my time think-
Ing out conjuring tricks of how to divide
a straight salary into a huge account.
I think T spoilt myself through carning
oo much overtime in the past. However,
its the same old story all over again.

Yours faithfully,

South West Africa. J.AK.

The Springbok Legion,
P.O. Box 4088,
Johannesburg, Tvl,

Dear Sirs,

Until recently I was resident in Cape
Town, and 1 now wish to inform you
that [ have moved o New Zealand, and
would appreciate it if you would send
copies of “'Fighting Talk™ to the above
address in the future. I am a life mem-
ber of the Legion; my old address being
P.O. Box 1981, Cape Town,

Ex-Servicemen and women in New
Zealand have only one ex-service organi-
sation, known as the “New Zealand
Returned Services Association”. The
membership is high, and the problems
of its members are never in doubt. One
wishes that the Springhok Legion could
become such a powerful organisation as
the N.Z.R.5.A.

I look forward to receiving further
issucs of your grand magazine, and take
this opportunity to wish your organisa-
tion all the best for the future.

I am,
Yours faithfully,
D.L.
New Zealand.

“This shoe is specially designed for non-
Legionnaires who don't know whether
they're coming or going."

One Mani Meal

| WONDER how many of you have
experienced the latest instalment
“of control” gone mad. I refer to the
%ig:mtic: human meat grinder called In-
lux Control. This is the Johanncsburg
]:!:'Eilanicipillit}"ﬁ contribution to Apart-
id.

In addition to all the other passes, per-
mits, and what have you, which an Afri-
can needs before he can enter the Ely-
sian Fields of the Johannesburg Labour
Market, he now has to have a permit, re-
newible every thirty days and issued by
the Municipality. Should he lose his job,
the permit is cancelled and he has to
return to whence he came, or alternate-
ly to the nearest farmer, who will be
delighted to employ him — at £ per
month.

My job requircs me to hire labour
from time to time, and each wvisit to the
Pass Office leaves me sick with anger
and shame. Thousands of patient Afri-
cans queue from morning to night wiait-
ing their turn to be barked at and bad-
gered by petty officials who seem to de-
light in proving their own supcriority by
blocking, side tracking, tormenting, and
in every way stalling the bewildered ap-

licants. The dodges arc varied: an of

Eﬂf:ql may let a Jong queue form at a
counter, wait while he has tea or deals
with a Europcan, then finally he calls
an African policeman to turn them
away. to another counter. Or, he may
require about five different documents
and official stamps — naturally, one at
a time, on five different occasions. It
is not unusual for an African, unpro-
tected by the presence of his European
boss or in possession of a magic talis-
man in the form of a note, to spend a
full week getting atraightened out, and
God help him if the official had a row
with his mother-in-law the night be-
forc. At any stage of the procecdings
any tuppenny-ha’penny clerk may  de-
cide to hurl in — and the quickest and
casicst way is to consign Peter or Six-
pence tor the Platteland, What of Pe-
ter's or Sixpence’s ambitions or plans
or ceconomic necds? The clerk couldn't
care less. Just another nig or kaffer tw
swell the ranks of farm labourers,

Maybe I'm crazy, maybe the whole
husiness docsn’t depend on blind chance,
and i1s governed by regulations, but the

(Continued on page 5|
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(Continued from page 3)
rs invested in a Grade Z26 clerk
([.G.g6) over the lives and destimics
of masses of human beings, with all the
leeway for personal caprice and dispo-
sition, scems to me to be iniquitous and

indefensible.

Anyway, I'm sure it can't last and
were | a sporting gentleman, | should
be laying odds that the patience of n-
censed European cmployers struggling
in skeins of red tape, will give out be-
fore that of the long suffering Africans,
Dhid someone sy freedom was imadwvis-
able?

While on the subject of the dignity
of labour, I must tell you how I spent
the day after Christmas. | spent it at
the Fort, bailing out a couple of my
African workers who had been picked
up. I was just in time, as they had al-
ready been detailed to groups for whom
were winting farmers from as far aficld
as Ermclu,

I heard discussions amony these caper
employers as to the ments of putting
cages on their lorrics o better protect
their victims [Hurr:-.-'. I mean workers, of
coursc). One horsy Englishepeaking wo-
man with a posh aceent complained bit-
terly that “those swine™ persisted in
sitting on the roof of her truck cab and

had dented it

In the office I hzard 4 warder on the
phone. He was most apologetic — it was

really no use the “bod™ at the other
end coming in, he couldn’t give him any
kaffers as unfortunatcly most of them
were paying their fines or being bailed
out. Tough,

[ wonder if these farmers have ever
heard of one of the basic principles of
Capitalism, the law of Supply and De-
mand, which says that if a commodity
(such as labour) is scarce, the price
goes up until the increased incentive at-
tracts the supply away from other com-
peting  demands.  Obviously, the cco-
nomists didn’t take into account the
South African Police as o regulating
tactor.

ART CORNER

Of course you have heard of Bethal,
Who in the civilized world hasn'e? |
spent a day there not long ago. In front
of the wvery fine and modern Mealic
Co-op. 1 saw from a distance a statue
of two men, one hifting and one carry-
ing a bag of mealics. Ah, | thought, a
gracious token of apprecition of the
labours of the Africans whose sweat
and tears (and blood te) have pro-
duced the wealth whicch made the Co-
op. possible. | drew nearer and was im-
mediately struck by two things . . | the
artistic mediocrity of the sculpture and
the fact that the men depicted were
Europeans, Surely the first time in the
history of Bethal that any mealie boere
did manual work. No wonder they
erected a statue to them!

S. & B. STORES

GENTS' QUTFITTERS AND
DRAPERS

Cor. Eadie Street & Haig Avenue
WITBANK

P.O. Box &4. Phone 26.

FOR A SQUARE DEAL IN
FURNITURE I

CONSULT

STANDERTON
FURNISHERS

STANDERTON Il

“Jock” lsacowitz whoe made the presenta.
tion to General Smuts,

. .

Presentation
Speecfz Made
By Ouwr
Chairman Co
g.mf. Suts

[Stery on page 8)
ON discharge, all Ex-5ervice Men

and Women received a letter
from you expressing your thanks
1o us for our contribution to Werld
War No. 2. On the occasion of
your retirement as C. in C. of the
South African Armed Forces, it is
fitting — in fact it would be in-
gratitude not to do so — that
kx-Servicemen should express to
you their appreciation and thanks
tor your leadership during that
world-wide struggle. Without your
inspiration our individual aJnHl
could not have developed into the
raagnificent contribution of our
country to the safeguarding of de-
rmocracy. Whatever the future
rmay hold South Africa and parti-
cularly the Ex-Servicemen, will noi
forget tlis period of high endea-
vour ani iﬁ: lustre whiche you
gave to it

We have given a place of hen-
our in this document to the "Red
lab" which stands for many of
the ideals for which we fought
together. It was the symbol of our
South African nationhood. It uni-
ted us in a common endeavour and
distinguished us from the troops
of other allied nations. The "Red
Tab" has temporarily lost its place
of honour, but it, too, will not be
forgotten.

May we take this oppertunity
to wish you a happy and fruitful
year, South Africa needs you as
much today as at any time in the
past and we draw courage from
the fact that you are still prepared
h'.idphl:& your energies, guidance
and wisdem at the service of our
country,
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® Spotlight on. ...

This phrase “interference in our do-
mestic affairs” 15 becoming very popu-
lar. Often it means simply that the Gov-
ernment concerned does not want any
advice or criticism — even if it is mis-
managing its affairs and not giving sec-
tions of its population the economic and
political rights to which they arc en-
titled.

South-West  Africa is  continually
being brought under the world spot-

light. The Union has been accused of

incorporating  the territory  (although
the Government denics this), and 1t has
been stated in forthright terms that the
tribes in South-West Africa are being
unjustly treated.

How does all this appear to the out-
side world?  Whriting in the London
“News Chronicle,” Stanley Burch said:

*The angry mutter of Africa has
broken through the crust of the United
Nations. Somcthing new and unigue has

happencd to the  Parlioment of the
World.

“To some of the delegations — Brit-
ain among them — a “very dangerous

precedent’ has been established.

“To other the United Nations have
found their soul and recaptured the m-
spired mood of San Francisco,

“Black tribesmen of South-West Af-
rica, who for decades have been under
the white man's rule, have smashed
through the cleverest opposition un carth
and have presented their story of suf-
fering and their petition for redress to
the United Nations Assembly.

“From now on the United Nations
will never be yuite the same — they
have accepted the tremendous principle
that suppressed and silenced peoples can
come here or send an envoy to speak for
them.™

That is a4 human summing up of the
aims of UNO. If cvery nation were to
resent “interfercnee in its domestic at-

SOUTH AFRICA AND
UNO

HE arrival of the Rev. Michael Scott at UNO has once again caused relations

. between the Union and that organisation to become strained. Our Govern-
ment has stated that UNO should never have given the Rev. Scott a hearing
and General Smuts has supported this view, Both seem agreed that to allow the
Rev. Scott o voice the complaints of tribes in South-West Africa is to permit
interference in the Union's domestic affairs,

fairs”, there would soon be very little
room at UNO for the voicing of griev-
ances. Oppressed nations and tribes
would remain oppressed and  voiceless;
they would have to go on bearing their
cross in stlence,

UNO took a progressive step when it
decided to allow the Rev, Michael Scott,
that “poor, sick Anglican pricst”, to
speak for the tribes of South-West Af-
rica. If he had not spoken for them,
it is unlikely that anyone else could
have done so.

The Rev. Scott, at considerable per-
sonal danger, went to South-West Arri-
ca and chtiincd . mandate from the
tribes to appear at UNO on their be-
half. His credentials were examined and
found to be perfectly in order.

Yet many South Africans believe that
he is an annoying parson who meddles in
affairs which are no concern of his. The
wini here, the question to be asked, is:

hose concern is suffering and oppres-
sion? Is it not everyone’s concern? The
Rev. Scott did not exaggerate or dis-
tort. He obtained a valid mandate, and
spoke only facts.

South Africa could have attempted
tw dispute his arguments, it could have
tricd to counter his charges, but it had
no grounds, no justification, for trying
w silence the Rev. Scott. Conspiracics
uf silence are never pardonable,

That may not be the way South Afri-
ity or at least the South African Gov-
cronment, looks at the matter, but it was
the verdict of the world, as represented
by their delegations at UNO,

Possibly it 15 asking too much to ex-
pect the Union Gowernment o accept
the crror of its ways and concede in
future that under-privileged races arc
entitled to elect people to speak for them.,
It is more likely that the South African
delegation will continue  denying  the

right of people like the Rev, Scott to

speak on behalf of tribes and nations
who are not formally represented at
LIMNO, It 15 cven possible that the South
African Government may walk out of
UNO: it 15 foolhardy enough to do this.

“The “News Chronicle™ is by no
means an  extreme newspaper, yet it
quoted an official seport, which stated:

“Ravages which the past century has
wrought have brought us to a turni
point in Africa’s history. These peoples
fate is now for UNO to decide. The
future of all Africa calls for a firm
holding to their moral obligations by ali
civilised nations.™

Times have changed, and Govern-
ments can no longer put a shroud of
silence over subject races, These races
have won their right o be heard, and
the world is listening to them now,

A British Legion
Resolution To
British Peace

Conference

THlS British Peace Congress of

over | 000 delegates protests
at the meeting of aniin States
diplomats who have come to Lon-
don from their Embassies in the
Peoples Democracies and the So-
viet Union to discuss the intensifi-
cation of war preparations.

At a time when Britain has be-
some a base for atom bomb air-
craft this meeting is another step
in the American preparation for
a third world war and a further
threat to our national indepen-
dence.

We call on all British patriots to
protest against these American in-
trigues on British soil and to de-
mand the immediate disbanding of
the U.5. Base at Burtonwood and
other such bases.
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THIS DOES NOT FOOL UsS....

HORTLY befere Christmas Malan and Havenga issued a statement proclaim-

ing that the Government had deferred its plans to remove the Coloured
Voters of the Cape from the common roll during this session of Parliament.

At the same time, the Council to Defend the Coloured Yote was preparing

in detail its plans to protect South Africans against this latest and most danger-

ous assault on democracy.

How is the Council's task affected by the latest docision of the Govern-

ment?

In the first place, the Council has
noted that the plan is merely deferred
and not abandoned. The MNation:list
Party is committed to the change, which
was a major feature of its election cry of
apartheid. Malan has made it clear that
only pressure exerted by Havenga caus-
ed the postponement and Strydom has
gone out of his-way, in a couple of
recent speeches, to express his disgust
at the attitude of the Afrikaner Party.
It is quite clear that if the Nationalists
could push the measure through Pariia-
ment without Mr. Havenga's ‘say-so’, it
would be Mr. Strydom’s policy to do so.
The opportunity to do this may well
occur before the scsasion is over, The
Nationalists might ubtain an indcpen-
dent majority by a clean-sweep in the
5. W.A. clections early this year, and by
two defections from the Afrikaner Par-
ty. In this cvent the Nationalists could
achieve their purpose unaided and would
subsequently be in a position to ine
crease their majority beyond the limits
of immediate danger,

Nor is this development ‘unlikely; for
the scruples of Mr, Havenga and his fol-
lwsers do not arise from any deep-
seated political conviction in favour of
the Coloured Voters. Rather, they arise
from certain considerations that, in the
course uf a single session of Parliament,
may fall away. Mr. Havenga is the man
who has to produce the Budget in Macch,
and, in the prescnt state of the coun-
try’s finances, the Budget cannot be a
popular one.  The Nationalist Party,
therefore, will find solace in replying
ta the people’s dissatisfaction by pinning
responsibility on to the Afrikaner Par-
ty through the Minister of Finance. And
Mr. Havenga will have to tuke it, or face
a charge of breaking wup a hard-won
“wolkseenheid”. He has accepted the
position, but temporarily it gives him a
certain bargaining power. The price he
has exacted is the compromisc on
Coloured issuc: changing financial con-
siderations will remove any cogency from
this line of argument.

Further, Havenga's appeal to “Hert-

fogism™ is unconvincing. Hertzog was

at all stages constitutional if undemo-
cratic. Havenga could force an elec-
tion on the Nationalists over this issue
— if he wanted to. Instead he has made

pronouncemants about the “broad
will of the people” being behind any
change; not, mark you, the constitutional

two-thirds majority, but something
vaguely in between that and the present
Government majority of seven,

In the light of these considerations,
the Council to Defznd the Cape Colour-
ed Vote has decided to go ahead with
its plans until the threat to this fran-
chise has been finally removed and not
merely postponed. A vast amount of
preliminary work is being tackled by the
three committees of the Council, in fi-
nance, publicity and organisation,
the campaign breaks it will be a national
co-ordinated effort, worthy of the cause
it 18 designed to defend.

....NOR DOES THIS

CQHTRART to hopes and expectations, the United Party

has learnt .nothing

and forgotten nothing since they lost the last General Election.

Ignoring contributory factors, the fun-
dumental reason for that defeat was
that the United Party had ceased to re-
present the intercsts and aspirations of
the voting masses, They had allowed the
Mats. to assume the role of standard
bearers of Afrikaner culture and nat-
ionalism. Furthermore, the U.P. stood
pat on the status quo and representing
mainly the Chamber of Mines, the bxﬁ
industrial and commercial interests trie
to convince the people that all was well.
The Nats. on the sther hand could of-
fer the mass of underprivileged Afri-
kaans workers the bait of a bigger share
of the national income. - The floaring
vote, which had no ideological stake,
naturally turned to the Nats. who were
at least promising better economic con-
ditions.

The U.P. feverishly took stock and
apparently decided that the reactionary
policies of the MNats. were what the
people wanted. Since rhen they have no
clearly defined political convictions, it
was not difficult to forsake the ideas and
memory of Hofmeyr and ape the Nats.
Obviously the U.P, cannot out-Nat. the
Nats.,, but once more they are trying
their best.

The latest effort is by Mr. Marais
Steyn, who in a pamphlet to M.P.’s, at-
tempts to sct out the U.P.'s attitude on
the vexed questions of Communism itself,
and Communism in relation to the Trade
Unions. This effusion adds up to clear
support for the Na:s, declared intention

to interfere with the Unions, and justi-
fies all sorts of interference with per-
sonil freedoms in the interests of the
Communist witch hunt. It seems that
the U.P. has chosen for itself the igno-
minious role of the Social Democrats of
the German Weimar Republic, who so
cfficiently paved the way for Nazism.

Let the U.P. consider again and more
deeply before taking side against the
Trade Unions, and coming out in sup-
port of undemocratic actions, ore
playing into the hands of the Nats, let
them ponder over the true value of poli-
tical expediency and opportunism and
sce where that path leads.

]The. Nats, have had time to plunge
the country to the verge of a de 1o,
The workers are feeling the pif:lt::ﬁ and
are turning against the Government.
What will win ren=wed support for the
U.P. iz a clear positive lead. An assur-
ance of the implementation of war-time
social security promises, undertakings to
bring down the cost of living and solve
the housing problemn, when the U.P. re-
turns to power. That is what the peo-
ple are waiting for, and will respond to.
We want bread and butter issues: leave
the Nats, to have sleepless nights over
menaces, whether Red, Black or Jingo.

The U.P. has surged forward in a
new lease of life and we look to them
to get on with the job. The le do
not want Fascism but they must be led
towards an alternative and that is the
task of the U.P,
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Know your
Organisations — No. 4

THE

THE personnel of the Goodwill Coun-

cil, whose past president is the Rev.
Dr. James Bruce Gardiner, and whose
present president is Mr. Alan Paton,
consists of a group of about 30 men and
women, drawn from many walks of
life and interested in a considerable
number of nationil organisations. lts
honorary - secretary, until his return to
the United States, was the Rev, Dr.
James Dexter Taylor,

Its history and inception are linked
with the Society of Jews and Christians.

The Socicty of Jews and Christians
came into existence about twelve ycars
ago for the purpose of creating better re-
lations between Jews and Christians and,
through the study of its causes, to com-
bat anti-semitism in South Africa. In its
early yeafs it did its work through pub-
lic addresses, private gatherings and the
dissemination of various publications, but
chiefly through its journal *Common
Sense”. Today this journal’s policy gocs
much further than the original aims of
the Society. While the initial objectives
of the Society have in no sense been ob-
scured, they have been combined with
the promotion of a more general policy
of inter-racial and inter-faith under-
standing and with an emphasis on the
solution of socio-cconomic problems. This
followed on the growing knowledge of
the deep-seated causes of racial and
group antagonism within our society.
“Common Sense” is now well established
as one of the leading progressive jour-
nals in South Africa, and the Goodwill
Council as an off-shoot of the Society
functions in a variety of ways.

In 1941 representatives of the Chris-
tian Council, the Society of Jews and
Christians and a number of interested
individuals met to discuss the advisabili-
ty of establishing a non-Political body
which would work for better inter-racial

O

K

and inter-faith relitionships in South
Africa.

The first result of these efforts was
the launching, with the approval and
co-operation of the Churches and the
Synagogues, of an  Annual Goodwill
Sabbath observed in places of worship
in the Union. Literature, in the form of
pamphlets and leaflets specially prepar-
ed for the occasion, was distributed by
the Gouodwill Council. Special goodwill
sermons were delivered in many of the
Churches and Synagopues, some of which
were also heard over the air”

In 1943 it was felt that Guodwill work
should be extended to the schools. A
deputation headed by the late Professor
Gray waited on the Director of Educa-
tion of the Transvaal, who was f.wum:j
bly disposed to the iden and sugpeste
lh?:t thﬂhuuld take the form uf!j:l: con-
crete project — such as specially pre-
parcd lessons for use in schools.

In view of the fact that May 18 had
been vbserved for a number of years in
the Cape as “Goodwill Day”, when the
Welsh children’s message was broadcast
during School Broadcasting time, 1t was
decided to use that date as the focus
for a Goodwill Week in Schools.

Since 1944, the Goodwill Council has
been responsible for sending to schools
throughout the Union, with the approval
of all Directors of Education, lessons
specially prepared for Goodwill Week.
Written by expericnced educationalists,
these lessons have aimed at inculcating
fellowship and understanding towards
all the groups which make up the South
African people, through the medium of
lessons in religion, civics, history, zeo-
graphy, etc. It is encouraging to {ind
that each successive year seen a
growing responsiveness on the part of
principals and teachers to this work.

A feature of Goodwill Week is the
“Goodwill” (Welwillendheid) Maga-

ki gk

GOODWILL COUNCIL

zing which is being published by the
Goodwill Council and the United Na-
tions’ Association. Comprising of arti-
cles, stories, poems and illustrations
selected from many hundreds of entries,
this is, for children in schools all owver
the Union the great occasion of a first
appearance in print. Contributions are
in both official linguages and are edited
by no less an educational authority than
Miss Mary McLarty, M.C., MP.C,,
furmer  headmistress of  Jeppe High
Schoul for girls.

The magazine includes the world
wirelcas message from the children of
Wales which is always broadcast on
18th May — a date significant in the
Goodwill Movement as being the anni-
versary of the First International Peace
Conderence held at the Hague some fifty
years ago. Since then similar messages
have been exchanged by school children
of different countries each year.

The small body of people connected
with this work feels that, with strength-
cned personnel, more could be done
and through many more avenues than
heretofore. Even the limited work in
the schools could take on a less sporadic
character and become more than just
a onc-week effort in the year.

The purpose of the Council, broadly
is to contribute to the promotion of
healthy inter-group and inter-racial re-
lations in South Africa. Within this
general aim, the specific aspects of inter-
group relations, upon which emphasis is
placed from time to time, is determined
as actual situations present themselves.
This broad statement of aims does
not imply that the Council seeks to en-
croach upon the spheres of organisa-
tions already in existence, or that unduly
ambitious ideas are entertained for its
activities. It 1s believed, however, that
within the vast field of inter-group and
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inter-racial relations in South Africa, a

ignificant contribution can be made by
a body like the Council in stimulating
thinking along certain lines and initia-
ting various constructive projects.

The Council does not aim at mass
membership, but consists of a group of
persons having contact with various
phases of 5.A. life and anxious to
promote the objects of the Council.

The programme of the Council de-
velopes as it comes to practical grips
with its work. It tries however, to func-
tion through some, at least, of the fol-
lowing methods:

{a) Relations with other Organisations:

{i) The Council attempts to enlist
the interest and co-operation of other
organisations like youth clubs, women’s
associations, religious groups, adult edu-
cation committees, and so on., in promo-
ting programmes and projects for im-
proving inter-group and inter-racial re-
lations,

(1) Wherever such collaboration 18
advisable, the Council works with exist-
ing organisations which are functioning

in kindred fields in South Africa.

{iii) The Council also maintains con-
tact with organisations overscas which
are concerned with  similar problems,
e.g. UNESCO, the Bureau of Inter-
Cultural Education in the US.A. and
secks to apply to our own problems the
methods which have proved successful
elsewhere.

(b) Education:

The Council continues and hopes to
expand its activities within the schools
and colleges in this country, and aims
especially at enlisting the co-operation
of teachers and of the educational
authorities, in order to promote appro-
priate activities within our educaticnal
institutions.

The Goodwill Council feels that its
small but by no means insignificant work
in the schools could be extended to cover
a wider range through publications and
the use of the film and.the radio, if
larger financial resources were available.

In conclusion, I should like to quote
a short poem written by one of the
yvounger contributors to Goodwill Mag-
azine 1049. It expresses not only the
tenor of this little publication but, I
feel, a sentiment which we older people
could perhaps give a more prominent

|{Continued on page 11)

Someone. . . .
will get this car for 216

....it could be you

ITow about winning this mew 10y Plymonth saloon? 1t
will e presented 1o the winner of the Motor Mileage Compe-
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All you are asked to do is to caleulate how many miles (1o
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Then fill in the form below amd post i, together with a wel-
fare contribution of hall a erown, to:

Motor Mileage Competilion,
S.4. Corps of Signals Association,
P.0. Box 9308,
JOHANNESBURG.

The competition closes on March g1st, and the name of the
winner will be announced directly afterwards, You may send
as many entries w5 von like, ot exch most be accompamied by
a 20 contribulion.

P.O Box 9308, Johannesbuorg.
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Vie £ddys ROUND-UP

BEFORE THE DAWN

D‘D you remember ten years ago, when

we entered the decade that we have
now left behind? Tt was the beginning
of 1940, and civilisation was threatened
with destruction by the Nazi barbarians,
We were all vaguely uneasy about the
future and some of us were already in
uniform. To me the rg40's scemed full
of foreboding, although 1 did not really
doubt an Allied wvictory. How differ-
ent things looked five years later, when,
although many of us had not survived,
to those who lived the world seemed
destined for a bright and happy future,
But to us in South Africa the process
was again reversed in May 1948 and the
situation has been deteriorating cver
since. Still and all, as the Tommies used
to say, opposition to the South African
brand of fascism is as strong now as it
has ever bheen, and organisations like
the Springhok Legion are evidence of
this. Perhaps now, in 1950, as on 1940,
it is the dark hour before the dawn,

“THE LITTLE LINDBERGHS"
I NOTICE in the papers recently that

Greece held a  national day of
mourning for the “kidnapped” twenty-
eight thousand Greek children who were
allegedly carried off by guerillas and
bandits. Good Queen Frederika had a
lot to say on the subject too, and she re-
ferred to the children as “twenty-cight

thousand little Lindberghs”, However,
the Greek authoriti=s are overlooking one
or two small details. For instance, that
of the vast majority of the “twenty-cight
thousand little Lindberghs™ were carried
off by their own fathers and mothers
who no reason why they should let their
children grow up as fascists or Monar-
chists or both; the fact that the children
are now better housed, clothed and fed
than those who remained in Greece; the
fact that these “puerilla bandits™ and
their supporters  constitute the over-
whelming majority of the Greek popula-
tion. The Governmeznt apparently thinks
that the “kidnapped™ children’s educa-
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tion would be sadly neglected if they did
not witness the sight of several guerilla
heads being paraded  triumphantly
through the strects of Athens.

AS IF THERE WAS ANY DOUBT
OMING back to matters nearer
home, the introduction of the
amendments to the Unemployment In-
surance Act has immediately given ef-
fect to the wishes of the Nationalist
employers of non-European labour, In
terms of the Gazetted amendments, all
Africans carming less than £i182 per
year are excluded from the provisions
of the Act. Mo wonder the African
Trade Unions arc not impressed  with
the Government’s “trustecship”™ plans for
African workers. The Nats, have shown
themselves to be an anti-Labour Govern-
ment, and European workers oo are
justifiably rejecting their policies,

[Continued from page £)
entrance hall. There we were shown pic-
turcs and mementocs given General
Smuts by the peoples of many cities and
countrics: an exguisite ivory model of
the Temple of Jupiter, a huge dinner
song flanked by superb elephant tusks,
picturcs of early Pretoria and London.
On the old stoep which leads off to a
small tree-shaded lawn and then into the
wilderness of the Transvaal wveld, we
talked of the farm, of the General's
recent visit to London to pay tribute to
President Weizmann, of Hertzog ind
Malan.

He walked to the car with us. The
grass which stood wast high ahead ot
us was, he told us, named after him.
The trees amongst it bad grown of their
own accord because the wveld there was
never burned. He rold us how happily
he had lived at Irene for so many years
— it was his retrcat from the turmaoil
of the statesman's life in a busy world.
Then he went on reflectively — It i3
something we must all learn, to go into
retreat. Don't get yourselves too entan-
gled in events.” This from a man whose
whole life had been entangled in the
events of his country and waorld! There
15 much food for thought in his state-
ment and it was, | think, the one which
was uppermost in our minds as we sped
back from the retreat to the turmoil of
the city and the Legion office. Why,
they tell me that Jock is already on the
look-out for a farm outside Johannesburg
on which to put down an army hut!
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in the second half of the evening, called
a Hat Debate, A hat is p round

BRANCH | —Fr

THE main activity of the Branch has

during the month of December been
directed to entertainment. The traditional
Xmas Three-In-One, which this year
was held at the International Club, was
an outstanding success, [t took the form
of a variety concert and the artists all
displayed a high standard. The evening
was rounded off with a melodrama in
the good old Victorian style and judg-
ing by the applause and laughter of the
audience, it was probably the outstanding
event of the might,

Our much advertised Xmas Eve
Dance, which was this year held at the
Balalaika Tea Gardens, turned out to
be as posh an affur as had been pro-
mised. Unfortunately it rained on Xmas
Eve, but this did not deter the merry-
makers from thoroughly enjoying them-
gelves. The Legion made financially on
the evening, thanks largely to the tom-
bola stall, which though heawvily stocked
with attractive prizes, was nevertheless
“cleancd out™ before the end of the
evening.

More and more packed houses for
"Home of the Brave™! Although the
Legion ran an additional three perform-
ances during January, all seats were cof-
pletely booked out. The public showed no
slackening of enthusiasm for our pro-

THE GOODWILL COUNCHL

(Continued from page 13)

lace in  the world we are designing

or the citizens of tomorrow. It reads:

“Look around you! Look! What do vou
seel

A world of strife, suspicion and unrest

From whose divided nations Peace doth
flee.

The fear of what may come fills erery
breast

With dread. Is this, I sav, is this the best

That we can do? The wav that we re
quite

Those men whe fought and suffered in
the quest

For peace’ No! Let us never cease to

fight
To muie these many nations one in love
and might,”

ITEMS

duction and if theatres were awailable,
we feel confident that we could fill
them for at least another fortnight's run.
This, mark you only in Johannesburg.
In Capetown, the response would be
just as good, but there again, we are
hampered by lack of theatre space as
well as by the fact that our actors are
all working people and would find it
extremely difficult to obtiin the neces-
sary leave. The Branch would like to
take this opportunity of thanking all
the actors, as well as 'back stage and
other helpers, most sincerely for the
magnificent effort they put in for the
production of “Home of the Brawe™.
Thanks are especially due to the non-
Legion members, who co-operated so
closely with the Orgapisation. We wish
them the best of luck for the future.
During January, the Branch Commit-
tee met twice, as had previously been
decided. We hope that this will resulc in
increased activity on the part of the
members.  The January Three-In-One
took the form of a symposium, when
Mr. Julius Lewin and Mr, Vance Brown
spoke on the Coloured Franchise. They
dealt admirably with the subject and it
was followed by discussion from the
floor. A new innovation was introduced

with subjects for debate and volunteers
select a subject out of the hat, They are
given two and a half minutes to prepare
their subject and then they speak for
two and a half minutes. The judges were
Messrs. Lewin and Brown and after
some amusing and highly irrelevant sab-
jects were spoken on, the judges unani-
mously proclaimed Mr., Henry Perreira
the winner. We hope to have more of
this kind of cntertainment at future
functions.
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“] don't know about you dear, but | feel like a sandwich,”
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