SIUBIOLNT AGOSTIIO KETO'S MESSAGE D0 TUE ANGOLAN PHOPLE OF TIHE
CCCASION OF THE OPLUING OF XNKXE AN MPLA OPFICE IN LUAEDA

(Bublished in the Luanda prosa on 11 Wovembor 1974)

Compntrlota and eomrodes,

Anzola will soon e dmfepmulearm independent, thonka to cur peorlu'p
herole resistance, thonla to the erorificen made Ly tho nilit-nln,
thonks to sweat and blood and the lives given for our country; 1the
Ancelen people will soon enter a new phase of thoir liven, tho vhirne
preparatory to nationsl iladependonce, 9n 21 Octobor thin yaary n truceo
betwoen tho MFLA and the Poriumecse Govermment was sirmed, & truce
viiich means only the consa'ion of tho hootilitics staried on 4 Februnry
1961 by a cmall and barely armed sroup agninst the coloansl Torin ucae
armiy. The truco wae mode ponnible by the Porturucse Coverrment's
offieial and publie recognitlon of the Angolan people's right to
pelf=detormination and independence, this r-copnition badni a viotory
of our amed foroece ond our pooplc.

Pore than thirteen yoars of armed strugnle ware noeded for un tn vin
back that right, s atrugsle during vhich national aonncionanonn L0
fornod, Wogothor with the politiecal and military instrumonts need -

to atiain independence, The haprincso of the timon we nre no- 14 e
through was prepaved for througlwut o long period dotted with ' loo Ie
epinodes, narked with tragic events, but it aloo mont arrtateis oo

vut of juatifled vietory. ZSur 1iloration strugcle wanm an eoe~nii L
saclor in the overihwow of Loselom ond 1t =% miit o411 10 riy o il
Snetor {or demoeraidsation in-fortwinl. Our sction Law ali. ¥ B Jiuin
iranocendied nationn) Cronticrn.

0 ean regard oursclvens on nov belng at the nenont vhleh poog

vietory., Indepordence 1o cervtnin. ™t we munt aloo Irmoo Yo oo
going to neoept indopendonco, vwhat Llnd of independemea it +1ll o,
Cur peorle, led hy their vanguard the UPLh, will Imow Lov to earry om
thedr otmugnle untll we achileve completo indopendenae, Thev o111 T aow
hov: to dietinguleh vetween what ic real and what is foloe i thoe
impetuoun current leading to vielory, Uhere are certala vurrenits lonk

on defleceting us Irom the goal to be attained,

Conpntrioto, Comrndea: we camiol conpent to the Fariltion of cur i lionnl
Lerritory by thonoe vho wieh to selze the frults of our slauggles o
dofine cut torritory ao conlng within the progenl Sogloildoul bowinrion
in secconisneo with the principle adopted by the OV, ‘<2 e1;mo% ticoford
allow sugcopnion tn talze placo frooly in Angola. Tt nust ! Toudk
eoninat, beecause 1t 1o yol another encey selioms In our Counirye @ hidch
in rich and strateglcolly well oitunted, thero will 4n fiture 1 *°
freetor =0 ave bullding with dedermination, end there vill he mon Tor
alls Tor Ulnek end vlite Angelann, for Torurnese and oller fore! rorg
whe oboerve the lavs of our Indepondent country. And %he nclo



guorantee that the honestily sequired material property of anyone
whatooover will be protceted 1o the prerequisite that politlonl pover
Pacs coapletely and delinitively in%o the liande of our peoples OQur
people will not sce it ao gemaine indepenlence if a part of political
pover remaine in the hande of the former colonisors,

Who are our peopla? We detino our People, irrespootive of ruoe, no oll
the possanta, worikers asnd patrictiic petty bourgeoiele and 4ntcllectuala,
It 1s on thogse sirata of the population ihat we nuat rely. ile onnnot
acoept without serious reservations the coneept of the vidte community
rn o political entity, because we camnot divide our population along
raclot lines. The most correct way of geelny; vur country ie o
consider that there are no Angolens and foredgners in it; there are
eolonlgera and colonised, rugardless of sldin colour. And emong theso
there are those who are for Progroos and Zmxsmmokdareaxtcay there aro
ronctionaries,

At thie time when an MPIA officc is Veings oponed 4n Iurndng T nhondd
like once moro to pay tribute to the fuerrdllan, to the militnnuc in
elrnlestine strupele and logal aotdon, Lo our horeie and oelllons
people who, through their pigsntic eifories, contributed to this viatory,
8 Viotory over five cenfurico of coloninlism.

The procesr now unlenshed ip irrovernille, vhataver tho r-crificen that
otill have to be mado for our eoauniyy o Le free, indopundent nnd
progrensivo. We militonis vill never tire 1in tho battle for the
pennlels well-being, for thoir Lraedon, for demsagracy rnd for Lruo
indopendencs, Moy widty cnd inntre@inipgent atruggle amainnt nll ot wnple
at Jdomination of a now type Lo the purpose of all militantn, of all
heclihy elomenis among our poaple,

Conpatriote, coursdcs, our vietlory is certain,
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