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AGOSTINHO HNETO AKSWERS 1% QUESTIONS

During & recent trip to Furope, Comrade Agostinho MNeto,
Pregident of the MPLA, gnve two interviewat one to
Hadio Cologne, in Federal Yermany, and the other to the
Italian soccialiet paper "Avanti". The questions asked
by the journaliets f{rom these two countiries have here

bveen grouped according to theme.

THE SITUATION IR ANGOLA

k.
A,

What ies the situation in Angola today? (Radie Cologne)

after ten years of struggle, we have arrived at s situation which
makes :;—EEEEFET_EI consolideting the independence atruggle in our
country. UWore then one-~third of the territory ie under the control
of the MPLA's grmed forces, that is, in the north, in Cabinda, in
Moxieo and Cuando Uubange regions, and also in a part of Lunda and
Bié. There has been a pmaiifexiveiy qualitative chenge in the
struggzle, both internally apd Abroad. Internally, our tactice have
improved and our action is more vigForous. Uur astion is such that
the Fortuguese colonisliste have completely evacuated the ereas under
our Movement's control. They are no longer safe in tneir barracks,
which are often attacked. Their air force is no longer eafe either,
because we are atimcking it too. In the liberated regions we are
building an independent life, organising an adminigtration with all
the sdministrative bodies needed for the life of the perople., Gtill
internally, we heve set up wass organisations: the women'e organisation,
the trade union organisation, the youth organisation, the ploneers ete.
They help us to consolidate the unity of oar people sround our
Movement, soc as to carry on the struggle. Externally, over the past
few yeare world opinion has developed positively, which is of course
a repult of our struggle. It iz coming out inereasingly in [avour

of independence for the colonies and a number of countriee ftoday

recognine us as the true representatives of cur people.

The prograume put forward by your Wovement snd the structurass you
have set up in the libersted aress show your concern Lo crente true
demooracy and to avoid the comprowmises which other kirican countries
have fallen into. Can you ocutline the basic principles guiding the
ereation of this new society? ("Avanti")

In drawing up our pProgranme our major concern wae hov to prepare
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our militents to defend an independence whieh is csoating us mo
dearly.

If we are waging an armed atruggle in whnich the [inest song of hngola
often lose their lives, it is because we rezlly want our independ ence;
and if we affirm our will to maintain cur Movemeni's autoncny, it is
in orvder to preserve, with an ethic deeply rooted in the fNaveaent ,
the autonomy of our country and of our people. This independence
also requires that we have truly democratic organisation in which

the people take an effective part in the solution of major problems.
Definitive structures will be established taking into meccount Rgt?rum
traditions and the new mocial development of our country. But xighk
now, this ie the orientation of our Movement. In the aress under our
control, administration and eontrol of the population and its
activities are carried cut by Committees eleoted by the people. lNo
outside interference could change this participation, which has now
become & habit with our people. These Committees constitute the
basias for future Popular Amsemblies, in which representatives of all

atrata and sectorm of the population will take part.

What will be the aystom we shall practise? That will be laid down
by the Constituent Assembly.

Q. The Fortuguese Rovernment hae recently mnnounced a draft cometitutional
reform providing for asutonomy for the colonies. What do you think of
it? (Hadio Cologne)

4. There has been nu chenge of position as regards ortupgal's colonislist
concepiv. When Llhe lortupguese movernment tallka about a il ti-racial
aociety, all il means ir that power muet remain in the hnnds of the
settlers and that the Afriesn population must submit to their power,
which we obviously do not accept. fecently Marcelo Castano did indeed
put forward a proposal on sn-called autonomy for the cvolonles. This
new [ormula arises out of the need to adapt to the present situation
and is a result of the prepsure both of the war and of world opinion.
There has been no substantial change, and this is why we do not
acoept this decentralisation which cam ouly strengthen the power of
the gettlers in our country.

SOUTHERN AFRICA

Y. What role is xmakai the South African racist governmant Plaving among

the forees working to maintain the status quo in Africa? ("Avanti")



dguth Africs constitutes a real danger to Africa. It is an
axpansioniot country whieh is pecking bases in several African
agountries, especially esconomic bases, which pre the most important
in that they make exploitation and politienl contrel poazsible. It
is helping to militarise Fortugal, it is actively intervening in
Angola and Mozambique and it has signed a poet with Rhodesia and
rortugal for the defence of their common interests in Southern
Africa. These three euuntriéﬁ}?ll ::;:Ex%‘thﬂEzhtablishment of
white power throughout the Southern part of Afrifa. Finally, with
u view to strengthening its own position, Scuth Africs is trying to
disrupt Afriesn unity within the OAU, making contects and trying to
restore reletions with zome Africen countries.

What do you think of the Cshora Bassa schewe (Mozembigque) and of
the Portuguese-South Africen scheme for Wozambigue to achieve

independence within the framework of white Africa? (Hadio Culogne)

You have mentioned Cahora Bassa. Of course, this is a project which
hae interested smsx several countries in EBurope, and also in America,
in building A dam which would benefit South Africs, Hhodesia and
lipzambique, It should be said that in Angola there is a similar
scheme, perhaps of the same value, on the Cunene Hiver, for
irrigrting Eximxxik an area of about 505,000 gquare kilometres. It
ig intended to supply electricity to the uranium mines in Namibia.
Ihis scheme is not yet very well known, becouse il has not been
presented to world opinion, but it has the same purpose, which ia

to bring in settlers end strengthen white power in our continent.

The two bodiee of cpinion which have ererged in Portugal on changing
the colonies into neo-colonisl, so-called independent countries, are,
in my opinion, merely formulating solutions intended to achieve the
same gim. The partition of Mozambique ies being envisaged by those
who believe that the northern part, where FHELINO plresdy controls
part of the territery, is lost. They are therefore admitting their
dafent by proposing Zhu dividing the country and areating and
strengthening white power in the southern part, which would naturally
be linked to South Africa. This I believe to he the present Lishon
governnent's solution, but one which haa not yet been mEzERdxEEFRx
finally agreed to. It is alao putting forward another lormuls, which
ig to federate all the coloniea with Fortugal. This means thnt
instead of maintaining white power in only one part of the territory,

amuxtiin they would have to maintain white power throughout tha

territory, and lhis with the help of South Africa. It is South Africa
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which is supporting Portugal with a view to achieving this situstion
it is South Africa's wish to establish white power in Angola end
Lozambique and {o consolidate the political and economic position of
the settlers, so as to preveni any change in the apartheid eyatem
which the South Africans are lighting.

Adre there alruady any of the African states "which aream of the
areation of a white state" im Southern Africa? (dadio Unlogne)

Everyone knows Malawi and other countries like Madagascar. Hecently
it was the Ivory Coast that deelarcd itself prepared to establinh
ralations with South Afrien. There are others which would like to
take the easy way and come to terms with South Africa. I do not
think they are the true African patriots. ‘hey are no% among the
countries which are fighting for the complete liberation of Africa,
the ideel ahich prompted all the countrics to form the OAU. fThesa
cCcuniries are not the cnes which really represent revolutionary
Africa. They are, it can be 8aid, the ones which are betraving the
intereste of our continent.

Uouphouet Boigny is involved in dialogue with South Africa ani
Fortugal... (Radio Cologne)

We believe that dimlogues can only take place when there is a material
bagie for dialogue. In the present situation thare is no material
prespure on South Africa. We do not understand how dialogue could
solve the pituation. A gerioua struggle must Ffirat toke place snod
there must also be preesgure from ell the Afeican atates, or from the
liberation movemente in South Africa, very elearly showing the whites
in South Africa that they are not the masters of these territories which
they have colonised, since we congider that in South Africa there has
alao been colonisation. A white minority is ruling milliomna of
Africens. Ve think that this kind of Froposal mesne capitulation to
the enemy and, ss lightere, we cannot &ive ourgelves up to the enemy
Without exbheusting our forces, without trying to mchieve an aim
aocepiable o our pecplae. Therefore, T think thet if we corpere the
strugzle sgzinst South Africa with the etrusgle we are weging against
the Fortuguese colonialiste, we can #ay that to be involved in dimlogue
ia to hnve?dialogua with the Portuguese. Yo propose n dialogue with
Portugal would mean laying down our arms and giving ourselves up to

the enewy, to say nothing of perhaps aceepting something even worge
than slavery.

Do you think thet armed struggle is the only wuy to solve the conflict
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between the African peoples in Southern Afriea sné the recigt and

colonialist forces in that region? (Eadio Cologge)

Yes! It is only through armed struggle that one can oppose the
nongolidation of the faraca that want to dominate South Afriaa.

I think that the atruggle will become more radical, becouse the
intentiona of the colonisliste and Seuth African racists are
inereasingly opposed to the wighes of our peoples. In Hhodepin there
is a situation similer to the cne in South Afriga. There are the
Portuguese colonies of Angola end Mozmambigque which are fighting arms
in hand to prevent a tougher confrontation hetween the liberetion
forces =znd the dominater. There are different proposals with
different intentions. There sre thoge who are for roal independence,
the end of the war and the transfer of power into the handa of

thoge who represent the peaple, that is 4o oey, thrse who understand
the righte of the differont peoples in the world. There are those
vhe want to adopt moderating formulams just to weaken the vitality
and commitment of the liberating forcee in our continent. There are
also those who want to mee the war and for the sole purposae of
preserving their interests, particularly their economic interests.
Finaliy, I believe that one way or another,war is already bheing waged
and a change like the one in Rhodesia, with the unileterad declaration
of independence, ie impossible in Angola end Mozambique, where we
are slready fighting, where there is no hope for the racists and
colonialiste. We are going to achieve vicbory and iz win our
independence.

CAU

Do you believe that the CAU has always meintained s firm enough
attitude towards neo-colorial ard South Afriean pfﬂaauraT In
partieular, how does the OAU live up to what the liberation movements
in the Fortuguese colonies expest of it? ("Avanti")

1 will answer that question in all sincerity, despite the fact that
cir African brothers do not very cuch like us to talk nbout them
outzide gur continent. BPBut I think that we are all living in the

sama worid, even il we inhabit differeut continents end belong to
different etinie groups. The OAU'g programme, which was to unite

all the African peoples against colonialism and neo-volonialism, go

as to prouwote the developument of Africa, to inteneify relations and
conmunications, in short a whole sevries of teclnical Programmes, hae
been only very partially achieved, I would even gay tha%, ao concerns

decolonisation - which is the most urgent political problem - and



the struggle sgainst the reacist regimes in Southern Africa, the OAU'g
wetion hpe not yet been mp truly uniform, serious and deterwined as

it should have been. We even lack material mid. It is incomprehensible
that this should nnt acocompany the advance of our struggle. ihen we
expand the combat front, we then leck the means to maintein the
positiona won. If gll of Africs were Lo cooperate, the struggle would
be easy. Ian 1961 we started our war with eight guns. UNow we have
thougands of them. Uur people's sbllity cnd will Lo Tight the
Portusuenge are tremendovs. Ft present, however, to fight against

modern technelogy one nust have modern technical means ard well

trained cndres. Im I§ ie in this respect that we still have to
mobiliae our Afrienn brnthers.

Qe Yhet pight be the consequences lfor the OAU of the differéng views of
hfriesn countries on the gquestion of dialogue with South Afriea snd
Portugal? (Radie fologne)

A, ''ne ULAU jip an organisation which is isclaled [rom the political life
of the African ecountriess It is not Axa an organisation in which &
conmmon stand ie teken, except in very limited vawes. The only reason,
the only objeciive which, in our opinicn, can bring the African states
together ip the sliruggle against colenisglism snd racism. In other
gpheres ceriein mgrecments on technical and eccnomic cooperstion and
g0 forth can te mede. But from the political point of view, the OAU
can only cobserve, can only gpeintain a pessive attitude bto the sctions
of each ecountiry. Thie is due Lo the lack of homogeneity in the
policles of the varioua Africsn countries. I repent: the only thing
vhich is 8%il1 valid in the OAU pnd which is accepted by all
countirics 88 a principle 18 decolonisation, the fight ageinst
epartheid. The moment thet guiding line 4is broken, we will have a

very cerious sgituation in the OAU,
NATO

d. “hat is the position of the HAT) gountries towards the coloniml war?
(Hadio Cologne)

A. Ten years ago BATU membere denied the existence of the liberstion
movementa., We kede many difficulties with the muthorities in western
countriea, because their allisnce with Portugenl was too strong and
our right to independence was not recognised. I think that all
gountrles are today aware thet we heve the right to have our
Iindependence, to determine our own future, to rumn our lives in
accordance with Lhe interests of our own people. This ia why even

within HATO there heg heen eriticiesm of FPortugal simed at changing
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the eolonial situation, which is undeszirable for various reasons.

e

ks

that

What do you ihink to be the fundamental reasons for the WATOD
country's effective complicity with Portugsl and, more generally,
for the desire of the weatern couniries to wmaintain the status guo
in Afriea? ("Avanti")

There ie no doubt At all that the principal molive resides in their
eooncuiec intereets. 411 ihe KATO countries are, through their capital,
participating to differing degreas in the exploitation of the peoples
in the Foriuguese golonies. The Buropesn involvemont is well known.
Investmenta mre ineresnsing nt & growing pace and important projecta
have heen embarked upon only recently. Ecreover, loriugal, in

suropa, end ite African colonies, occupy a stretegie position which
oould serve as & bage for offengive or defensive sotion iﬁ Europe.

I think this is sufficient to explain the desire of the NATO countries
to maintipin the statue guo in Africa. They are afraid of independence.
They think that when people {ree themselves from colonial rule, it

iz to put thomselvea at the dispnsal of other countriea, the

gopialist countries, to be more precise. The existence of &
confrontation bebween cepitaliem and mocialism is often very much

felt in Burope, and this {ear mobilises a certain body of opinion.
However, if one analyses the developnent of the indopendent Afriesn
gtates, one cai see that almost everywhere there is a certain autonomy
in relation $0 the various ideological ourrvente. Some countries ave
veory activa and dynamic in the strugrle peainct enlonialiom. They

are simply fighting for m juet ceuse. Oibhers are not very active.
They are not fulfilling their Africen dutbty. Asp concerneg our lovement,
we havea pteted on meny ococcasiona, nn&txéﬁwﬂ%ﬂ:ﬂgﬂiﬁﬁﬂtﬁﬁuﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂf&iﬂﬁﬁt
%o are abpolutely attonomous and do not follow directives from any
world power. 1% is we who esiablish our policy, it is we who
formulate directives for our life mnd, finslly, it is we who determine
our orientation.

What role can a NATO gountry play in the context of the colonial war, 4
in & positive way? Rdwx Tederal Germany, for example? (Hadio ﬂulngnu)

Preseude is powsible, firat from the material point of view. Federal
Garmany, for example, and the other NATU countries, supply the
naterial foundations for the continuation of this war. It im not
only the srms, which are TATO arms, vhieh are used in our country.
There are all the technieal facilities, even the techniciane, experte

sent either to Portugal or to the colonies who help Fortugal to



pursue this war on the three [ronte. There are also the inveatmentas
made in the coloniea. There are certain rrojects which are financed

by aapitaliste from NATD countries and which help Portugel to meintein
this situation and also to give a false impression about the (apparent}
davelopment of these colonles to impress world opinion. Therefore,

if the NATO ecountriea 1imit the use of war material, il Portugal has
to ume it onlT within the fravework of HATO and not to c=rTy out
repression in the coplenier, il there 18 cconomio preasure, the
guepension of investnmente, and if there is alao diplomatie pressure
aigainst Portugal, this could certsinly greatly help us to sirengthen

our poeition Imxikeowuridx throughout LWhe world.
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