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ALGUNS ASPECTOS ACTUAIS DA LUTA DE LIBERTAgAO NACIONAL

Sr. Presidente,
Senhoras e Senhores,
Camaradas,

E corn 0 maior prazer que tomo a palavra diante do sempre interessado auditoria
desta Universidade, cujas p reocup acfie s, par parte dos e p rof essore.s, estudantes,
revelam 0 desejo de urn conhecimento profunda do nosso continente e dos diferentes
factores que afectam 0 seu desenvolvimento. Esta e uma preocupac;ao digna dos futuros
dirigentes do pars e daqueles que 0 formam, facto que transforma 0 grande prazer deste
encontro em honra especial.

Que me seja permitido expor brevemente 0 fruto de uma exper1encia pessoal, de reflexoes
sobre a luta de liberta9ao nacional no nosso continente. Esta experiencia nao e senao
a expressao de uma necessidade vivida em Africa nos ultimos cinco seculos e muito
especialmente nos ultimos de cen i.os, de cada urn de n6s se sentir livre. ~ t anb ern a
expressao mais vas ta do desej 0 comum do Homem sobre a ter ra , de se considerar livre,
capaz de se desligar das amarras de uma sociedade em que estiola e morre, coma ser
humano.

A luta de 1Lb ert acao nacional ernA:frica, na minha op i.ni ao , nao pode ser des ligada do
~ontexto actual ern que se desenvolve, nem pode isolarse no mundo. Uma greve de
_rabalhadores na Inglaterra, a imposic;ao do fascismo ao povo chileno ou uma explosao
at6mica no Pacifica, sac f'endmenos da me sma vida que estamos a vi ve r , at raveis da qual pro-
curamos as vias para uma existencia feliz para 0 homem sobre a terra. 0 facto universal
e portanto particularizado em Africa, atraves das formula~oes correntes no plana politico:
e conomi co e cultur a1.

Os la~os hist6ricos que ligam os nossos povos aos outros povos do mundo vao estreitar-se
cada vez mais, pais que nao pode haver outra tendencia sabre a terra. 0 isolamento e
imposs1vel e e contrario a ideia de progresso tecnico, cultural e polrtico.

o problema que se nos poe neste momento a nos ~fricanos, e coma transforma~ as rela~oes
injustas, geralmente de subordina~ao pol{tica e economica, corn os outros paises e povos
do mundo, sem que essa transformac;ao se fa~a ern desfavor do progresso social que
necessariamente deve estar inoculado na ac~ao pela liberdade e sem que 0 comportamento do
homem seja de quem sai de uma forma de discrimina~ao para cair numa outra forma t~o
negativa coma a primeira, coma pura inversao dos factores intervenientes. A dentro da
mesma sociedade africana, 0 movimento de liberta~ao nacional nao deixa tambem de procurar
que as forc;as socio-econ6micas internas, isto e, aquelas que se desenvolvem no interior

~ cada pafs, se reestratifiquem no sentido do progresso.

Ern Africa, estamos dando 0 melhor do nosso esfor~o para acabar para sempre 0 paleo-
colonialismo, hoje apenas existente nos territdrios dominados por Portugal, coma
geralmente se acredita, mas que de facto sac dominados par uma vasta associa~ao
imperialista protegendo de maneira injusta, interesses egoistas de homens, organiza~oes
econ6micas ou de grupos de parses.

Os chamados regimes racistas de minoria branca, nao sac senao uma consequencia e uma
forma especial de paleo-colonialismo, ern que os la~os corn as metropoles se tornaram
frouxos e mais apagados, ern favor da ditadura minorit~ria branca.

Esta forma de coloniza~ao vis1vel, clara, aberta, nao impede que uma outra exista no
nosso continente, outra forma de domina~ao mais subtil conhecida pelo name de neo-
colonialismo, em que 0 sujeito da explora~ao ja nao se identifica corn a designasao de
coloni.zado r , mas que, ern diferentes nf veis, actua da mesma manei ra.

No entanto, as formas de submissao internas, causadas pelo fraccionamento em pequenas
con gregacdes etnicas ou Li n gui.sti.cas , pelo desenvolvimento de classes priveligiadas e
dotadas de urn di n ami smo p rcp rio ,nao deixam de ser tamb~m formas de oprc ssao li adas as
formas vis1veis e conhecidas coma colonialismo, antigo ou novo, ou racismo. Elas aliam-
se facilmente ao imperialismo e facilitam a sua penetra~ao e influencia.
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Estes fenomenos sac universais, eles encontrarrrse ou encontrararrrse em todas as
sociedades do mundo, nas na actualidade sac agudas e bem concretas em Africa e e aqui
que eles mais 'nos preocupam a nos africanos, e tambem aos povos com os quais temos
relacoes ou de submissao ou de cooperacao •

.J "

A dominacao e a opressao coloniais ou racistas exercerrrse de tliferentes maneiras e a
diferentes niveis. Elas nao se produziram de modo uniforme sobre 0 nosso continente,
nao utilizaram sernpre os me smcs.agentes , nao acturaram sernpre sobre 0 mesmo estrato
social ou sobre a mesma forma de organizacao politica ou economica.,

Por isso, cada um, colonizador ou colonizado, sentin de maneira diferente este fen6meno
hoje anacronico e que se deseja ver substituido por outro tipo de relaGoes (e quanto a
este novo tipo de relacoes, nos os africanos ainda nao estamos nem muito claros, nem
de acordo.)

Se para uns, colonialismo significou e significa trabalho for~ado, para outros e
discriminasao r~cial; para outros ainda, e a segrega~ao economica ou a irnpossibilidade
de ascen9ao politica. Mas 0 roubo de terras africanas pelos colonizadores, a
escravizacao do trabalhador, 0 castigo corporal, ou a intensiva exploracao dos bens que

~ >

nos pertencem, sac formas do mesmo colonialismo, e depende da larga cornpreensai Go
todos estes factores, a capacidade de cada um se aplicar com maior ou menor inteli-
gen ci a e clareza n a din ami ca pela so Luc ao do problema colonial.

E, coma anteriormente disse, a accao contra 0 colonialismo esta estreitamente ligada,
insere-se numa outra de caracter ~parentemente interno, mas na realidade tab universal
como a primeira, que e a necessidade das transformacoes sociais de maneira a que 0
Homem seja realmente livre ern cada pais ou ern cada ~ontinente do mundo.

A Maneira como se encara este aspecto do problema, e tambem muito importante para a
tomada de posi~~o e para a orienta~ao a seguir no processo da liberta~ao.

Estao portanto interligados estes dois problemas cruciais do nosso
nossa epoca, das relacoes corn os povos estranhos, de urn lado, e as
forcas dispostas, no interior de cada pais.,

continente e da
re lacoe s das,

Depende de como vemos 0 mundo, coma ante-vemos 0 futuro do nosso pais, como sentimos na
nossa pele a accao das forcas estranhas, a atitude mais ou menos correcta, mais ou
menos intensa c~m que entr~mos emocionalmente na ac~ao libertadora.

A Luta de liberta~ao nacional na nossa etapa e pois informada nao ~o pelos factores
historicos que determinaram 0 colonialismo, 0 neocolonialismo ou os regimes racistas,
mas tambem pelas perspectivas, pelos objectivos e pela maneira de cada urn conceber 0
mundo a Vida.
A reaccao contra a domina~ao estrangeira, seja ela individual, colectiva ou organizada,
n ao pode deixar de se informar des dois factores apontados e que dizem respei to a
historia passada e a historia para 0 futuro.

Por isso, a irnportancia dos movimentos de libertacao nacional e muito maior do que
geralmente se admite, porque pela sua actividade, eles se transfornam ern aceleradores
da historia, do desenvolvimento da sociedade onde actuam e fora dela, dinamizam
processos sociais, para ultrapassar 0 estadio actual, mesmo aquele que se apresenta ern
paf'ses poli ticarnente independentes.

Os diferentes tipos de coloniza~ao ernAfrica, dotaram-nos a nos, africanos, de formas
diferentes de ver 0 problema da libertacao e e normal que assim seja, uma vez que as
nossas cons ci.encias nao podem retirar o-material para a sua ccns t i tuicao sen ao do
terreno e da experiencia vivida e pelas possibilidades de conhecer 0 mundo.

Por vezes, nas con cep coes e portanto na apli.cacao prati ca dos programas de comb ate ,, ,
diferimos e nem sernpre a orienta~ao tomada na ac~ao libertadora preenche ambas as
necessidades de se concentrar na transforma~ao das rela~oes entre os povos e na
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transforma~ao intrinseca da vida da nasao.

Daqui a necessidade de realizar corn clareza 0 problema, e claramente responder a estas
questoes especiais:

quem e 0 inimigo ? 0 que e 0 inimigo ?
- qual e 0 nosso objectivo ?

As respostas a estas perguntas, como e obvio, nao dependem apenas do desejo de ser
livre, dependem tarnbem do conhecimento e da concep~ao do mundo e da vida, dependem
da experiencia vivida. 0 que significa que e1as nao se podem desligar das ideias
polfticas adquiridas, das tendencias ideologicas, fruto, geralmente, da origem de
cad a um de nos.

Sem querer entrar na ana1ise do problema angolano, nos seus aspectos particulares, eu
quereria no entanto, basear-me na minha expe ri.en cia , para poder esclare cer as
reflexoes que acabo de fazer e que farei mais adiante.

Angola, um vasto pais, hoje muito pouco densamente povoado, e colonizado desde 1482
pelos portugueses. Esta e a ideia geralmente admitida. Contudo, no que respeita a
coloniza~ao, Portugal nao conseguiu dominar todo 0 nosso territ6rio desde os primeiros
contactos, for am precisos seculos para conseguir impor 0 seu dominio politico e
econ~mico a todo 0 nosso povo. Tarnbem nao e verdade que Angola seja dominada apenas
por Portugal; sobre este ponto, 0 mundo esta suficientemente esclarecido para saber
que em Angola estao em jogo os interesses politicos e economicos de varias potencias
no mundo. A gerenc~a portuguesa, nao impediu a presen~a dos seus associados, presen~a
que se tem desenv01vido desde ha seculos. A Gra-Bretanha, por exemplo, pais que possui
em Angola 0 maior volume de capitais investidos, ou os Estados Unidos da America com
crescentes interesses na economia e ansiando dominar a posiyao estrategica do nosso pais,
aSS1m como outros pa{ses da Europa, da America ou da ~sia, concorrem para a domina~ao do
nosso povo e a explora~ao dosbens que nos pertencem.

Pensar hoje que Angola, MoSarnbique, a Guine e outras colonias sac dominadas pelo
pequeno e atrazado Portugal, e taG errado coma pensar que a sociedade Francesa se
encontra na epoca fueda1, (a referencia a Fran~a e apenas para exemplificar).

Nao ~ 0 pequeno e atrazado Portugal, 0 principal elemento para a coloniza5a~. Sem
os capitais de outros paises, sem os crescentes investimenta sem a coopera~ao t~cnica,
s~m as cumplicidades a varios niveis, a transforma~ao radical ja se teria verificado
ha mui tos anos.

Portanto se nos podernos dizer que Portugal e 0 gerente de uma se ri e de comb inas
po liti ca+e conorrricas, compreenderemos que e le nao e 0 nosso inimigo principal, mas apenas
Oy inimigo directo. Ele e por outro lado, 0 elo mais fraco de toda a cadeia instituida
para a dominasao dos povos.

Se olharmos para 0 proprio Portugal, para 0_ seu panorama interior, encontramos uma
sociedade que se debate ainda para ultrapassar uma obsoleta forma de governo
o Ligarqui co , incapaz de abandonar 0 uso da vi o Ien c.ia contra 0 seu povo, para 0
proveito de umas quantas famllias~ corn uma classe camponesa debatendo-se na mis~ria ma~s
triste da Europa e onde cada cidadao se sente prisioneiro no seu proprio pa1s. E
verdade 0 que dizem os proprios portugueses, que 0 seu pais constitue hoje uma das
maiores vergonhas da Europa e do Mundo.

Poderemos neste momento repor a questao
- quem e 0 inimigo ? qual e 0 seu caracter ?
Muitas vezes se confunde 0 inimigo da Africa corn 0 branco. A cor da pele ainda
e urn elemento que para muitos determina 0 inimigo. Ha razoes hist6ricas, sociais,
factos vividos que consolidaram no nosso continente essa ideia.
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E e absolutamente explicavel que urn trabalhador das minas na Africa do SuI, segregado,
violentado e espremido no seu suor ate a ultima gota , sinta que 0 branco presente
aos seus olhos, para quem ele produz riqueza, e 0 inirnigo principal. E para ele
que constroi cidades, ruas bem pavimentadas. conserva condi~oes de higiene e de
salubridade que nao possui para si proprio.

E da exper1encia da vida que a consciencia principalmente se forma. A experiencia da
Africa do SuI pode levar a esta conclusao irnediata, ate certo ponto logica e
emocionalrnente valida.

Tanto rnais que, par a voltar ao caso de Angola, a sociedade criada pe Los colon.ial.i.st as ,
criou mecanismos varios de defesa racial, postos ao servico do colonialismo. 0 mesmo
campon~s pob re , miser~vel, oprirnido e exp Lorado na sua te;r~. ~ aIvo de aten qoes
especiais quando se fixa numa das"suas" coloni as , Ele nao e so imbuido de mitos
patrioteiros, como t ambern come ca a go zar de pri vi.Legios e conomi cos e sociais de que nunca
pode dispor antes. Assim, ent~a no sisterna. 0 colonialismo come~a a servir-Ihe 0 apetite
e passa a ser 0 CaD de guard a dos interesses da oligarquia fascista.

No entanto, nos ma1S lntimos sentimentos de cada um, tanto 0 que faz de CaD de guarda
coma 0 que e explorado, n ao deixam de sentir-se escravos do conjunto do sistema.

E e assim que hoje podernos dizer que 0 fenomeno da opressao colonial ou neo-colonial no
nosso continente ja nao se pode por ao nlvel da cor dos indivlduos.

o mesrno sistema que oprime e explora 0 compones em Portugal e tambern 0 que oprime e
explora 0 cidadao angolano, utilizando mot1vacoes diferentes, tecnicas diferentes,
mas sempre com 0 mesmo proposito -- explorar. ~ ~ entre 0 hornernportugues e 0 hornern
angolano ou mo~ambicano ou guineense, e posslvel 0 estabelecirnento de rela~oes justas,
isto e, de relasoes que impe~am a explora~ao de urnhomem pelo outro hornem. 0 factor
racial, nao jogara senao urnpapel secundario e durante mais algum tempo, caso
terminern as rela~oes de senhor para escravo.

A compreensao ideologica deste problerna, tambem facilita a sua resolucao, ao serem
"definidos os objectivos da luta de libe~ta~ao.

~rn con di qoe s especiais, encontram-se ja casos em que 0 problerna racial e ultrapassado.
E 0 que se passa na guerra. Ha portugueses conscientes que desertam, para de urna
rnaneira ou de outra se alistarem nas fileiras nacionalistas.

A nossa experiencia da clandestinidade mostrou que pode haver essa colabora~ao racial
na luta contra 0 sisternao

E, no fundo, 0 que e que nos queremos ?

Nao penso que a luta de liberta~ao nacional se dirija no sentido da inversao dos
sistemas de opressao de modo que 0 senhor de hoje seja 0 escravo de arnanha. Pensar
assirn, ser~ querer caminhar contra 0 sentido da historia. As atitudes de revanche
social nao sac as que poderao trazer aquilo que desejamos, ou seja a liberdade do homern.

E que as lutas de liberta9ao, desejo sublinh~-lo, de novo, nao se destinam somente a
corrigir violentamente as reIasoes entre os homens, e especialrnente as rela~oes de
pro ducao , dentro do pais, - elas constituem um factor importante para a t rans f ormacao

"positiva de todo 0 nosso continente e do mundo inteiro.

A Iuta de liberta9ao nacional e tambem urnme10 de quebrar todo urn sistema injusto de
opressao existente no mundo.

Vejamos 0 lado pragmatico da questao :

Nao encontramos em Africa um unico pais que nao rnantenha rela90es preferenciais com a
sua antiga metropole, ate pela absorcao dos valores culturais inevitavel num regime~
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de tipo colonial. E mais, as formas de explorac.io nao terminaram; por consequencia,
nao terminaram tambem as formas de discrimina~ao racial, mais ou menos acentuadas.
Nestes casos, a libertacao ainda nao e completa.

Numa independencia onde nao houvesse apenas a apareric i a de independen ci a po Lit i ca , mas
taffibema economica e a cultural, onde 0 respeito real pelos valores nacionais existissem
de modo a permitir a abolic~o cia explora~ao, eu acredito-o --0 homem encontraria entao a
liberdade verdadeira.

Se quisermos responder a nossa pergunta, diremos que 0 inimigo e 0 colonialismo, 0
sistema colonial, e ainda 0 imperialismo, que sustenta 0 primeiro, sendo ate 0 inimigo
principal.

Estes inimigos utilizam em seu favor, todas as contradi95es que possam encontrar na
sociedade dominada. Os factores raciais, tribais, de classe, e outros. Sobre eles
constroem as suas bases de explora~ao e man tern, modificando-Ihes 0 aspecto, quando ja nao
podem ser mantidos. Assim, em Africa, ja nao e a domina~ao politica formal que pode
prevalecer, mas ninguem se libertou da domina~ao economica. Ela al esta presente e por
isso mesmo, me e muito grata a formula adoptada por alguns partidos pollticos no poder
em Africa, ao dizer que eles taffibemsac movimentos de liberta~ao nacional. Assim se
exprime 0 completo significado do fenon~no da liberta~ao.

Deste conceito mais largo de libertacao nacional, provem consequencias importantlssimas
para a necessaria coope racao entre o~ oprimidos da terra.

Continuarei dizendo, portanto, que a liberta<;ao nacional, tern de ser urna etapa para a
realiza~ao de uma forma mais vasta de libertayao, que e a liberta~ao do homem.

Se se afasta desta ideia, 0 dinamismo desaparece, as contradic;oes essenciais no pais
nao terminam.

A expe riSn ci a angolanamostrou ja que 0 caracter anti-racista pur o , nao pode p:rmitir 0

pleno desenvolvimento da luta pela liberdade. A nossa sociedade, desde ha seculos,
contem dentro de si os elementos brancos, chegados como ocupantes, coma conquistadores,
mas que tiveram tempo de se enraizar, de se multiplicar e existir por gera<y'Oese gera<;oes
sobre 0 nosso territorio. Essa populac;ao branca domina os centros urbanos, provocando
o fenomeno da mesti5agem, que torna a nossa sociedade interligada nos seus componentes
raciais.

Se a luta de liberta~ao esquece a realidade do pals e se atem a formula~oes gratas a
nacionalistas sinceros mas pouco preocupados com 0 aspecto do desenvolvimento socio-
historico do povo, ela estiola-se e nao pode atingir os seus objectivos pol{ticos e
humanos.

Todos aqueles que num palS desejam participar de forma qualquer da luta de liberta~ao,
devem poder faze-loo

A preocupacao em Africa de fazer da luta de liberta~ao uma luta racial de pretos
contra brancos, nao so e epidermica, mas podemos dizer reacoionaria e essa tese nao
tern futuro, no momento mesmo em que verificamos haver mais contactos entre pretos e
brancos sobre 0 continente do que n a epoca do coLon i alismo ,

As rela~6es alargadas corn os paises socialistas, corn os paises anti-coloniais(na
forma antiga), as relasoes chamadas de coopera<;ao corn as antigas metropoles, chamarama Africa urn notavel numero de europeus, americanos, asiaticos que nao existiu nunca
em nenhuma epoca da b ist ori.a,

Pas, portanto, 0 problema preto contra b ran co , e falsaer a que st ao ; e desvia-Ia do
sue obj e ctivo ,

o que queremos nos?
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Uma vida independente coma Na~ao, uma existencia em que as relasoes econom~cas
sejam justas entre os paises e dentro do pais, urn reviver dos valores culturais
ainda validos para a nossa epoca.

o conceito literario de negritude, nascido das correntes filosofica-literarias
que fizeram a sua epoca, corn0 existencialismo e 0 supra-realismo, pas corn acerto
o problema da consciencializa~ao cultural do homem negro no mundo, independentemente
da area geografica em que ele se dispersou.

Conjuntamente corn a ideia do panafricanismo, 0 conceito de negritude, comeSou a urn
cert o momento, a falsear 0 problema negro •
.,-
E justo, era justo real~ar os valores culturais na sua essencia, que os povos negros
transportaram para todos os continentes, cornpredominancia para 0 continente
americano. A nossa cultura deve ser defendi~a desenvolvida. 0 que nao significa
dizer que deva ser mantida em estagna~ao.

No fundo e como varios pens adores tern afirmado, a luta de liberta~ao nacional e uma
luta pela cultura. Mas eu creio que os la~os culturais nao evitam de modo alguma a. .- ~ .compart~menta~ao pol~t~ca.

Este tern sido urnponto equ1voco em muitas manifesta~oes ditas de liberta~ao nacional.

E nao posso deixar de exprimir aqui q minha inteira identidade pol[tica corn a luta
dos povos negros da America, la onde seencontrem e admirar a vitalidade dos
descendentes dos africanos ainda hoje oprimidos e segregados na sociedade americana,
especialmente nos Estados Unidos. Digo especialmente nos Estados Unidos, porque
nao acredito muito na inteira liberdade dos negros e na igualdade nacional no Brasil,
de que tanto se fala e de que nos pretendem convencer.

A ascen~ao social do negro americano e notavel, ao ponto de hoje 0 negro americano
se distinguir em Africa nao so pelo seu comportamento mas tambem pelo standard
intelectual e nlvel tecnico.

Raras vezes as
a sua origem.
homem. Aquele
Estados Unidos

caracterfsticas somaticas do negro americano permitem duvidas sobre
E assim e que 0 fenomedo da miscegena~ao produziu urn outro tipo de
tipo que em Angola 0 homem vulgar chamaria branco ou mesti~o, nos
e negro.

Nao existe portanto uma identifica~ao somatica e ha fortes diferen~as culturais
coma nao poderia deixar de ser.

Por isso, sem confundir origens cornos compartimentos politicos, a America e a
America, a Africa e a Africa.

Hoje estamo todos ligados, solidarios numa luta de liberta~ao contra opressores que
apresentam a mesma cor, mas amanha certamente, havera personalidades sociais
diferentes a preservar. E 0 process0 evolutivo da humanidade para que as diferen9as
se extingam, nao podem deixar de provocar nos Estados Unidos, uma dilui9ao ainda
maior das diferentes etnias hoje antagonicas. A America tern a sua vida propria,
do mesmo modo que Angola ou Mo~ambique tern a sua propria vida. Embora tenhamos de
nos identificar, como negros, na defesa dos nossos valores, nao posso esconder a
preocup acao por vezes mal fundamentada para que alguns dos nossos i rmaos do outro
lado do Oceano Atlantico tenham uma messianica preocupacer de encontrar urnMoises
para 0 regresso a Africa.

Certamente, esta teoria, para muitos esta ultrapassada.

Mas vou voltar ainda ~ questao de saber quem e 0 nosso inimigo. Relembro que, na
minha compreensao, as reac90es primarias contra urn sistema de opressao derivam da
vivencia, da maneira coma se sentiu essa opressao. Citei 0 caso da Africa do Sul.
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Nao quero ignorar neste momento a press~o que e feita sobre os Movimentos de
Liberta~ao para conservar uma pretensa pureza negra. Cita-se muitas vezes 0 caso
da America onde a luta racial e para os negros, a mais aparente. Nao sejam estas
frases tomadas como criticas aos nossos bravos irmaos americanos negros, eles melhor
do que ninguem sabem como orientar a sua luta, como encarar a transformacao da
sociedade americana de modo que la, 0 homem seja livre.

Has pe rrnit am-rne t ambem que eu rej e i te toda e qualquer ideia que deseje transformar
a luta de liberta~ao nacional em Angola, em luta racial. Eu direi que em Angola,
a luta tambem assume 0 aspecto racial, pois que a discrimina~ao faz-se. A explora~ao
do negro faz-se. Has ela e fundamentalmente uma luta contra 0 sistema colonial e
contra 0 seu aliado principal, 0 imperialismo.

Rejeito tambem a ideia da liberta~ao negra, num momento em que a unidade da Africa
e um dos principios da OUA aceite universalmente e sabendo que em Africa existem os
Povos Arabes, existem areas que nao sac negras. 0 problema nao pode ser puramente
racial. Enquanto houver imperialismo ha possibilidade de continuar 0 colonialismo.

Estes sac os inimigos, para nos.

o que nos desejamos e estabelecer uma sociedade nova, onde negros e brancos possam
Vlver em conjunto. Naturalmente e para nao ser mal interpretado, devo acrescentar
que 0 processo democratico deve exercer-se de tal modo que a massa popular mais
explorada Ca negra) tenha 0 controle do poder politico porque ela e aquela que
mais longe pode ir no estabelecimento de direitos apropriados para todos.

Luta do povo pelo poder politico, pela Independencia economica, pelo restabelecimento
da vida cultural, pela desalienayao, pelas rela~oes com todos os povos, numa base
de igualdade e de fraternidade, tais sac os objectivos da nossa luta.

Estes objectivos sac fixados atraves da defini~ao do inimigo, da definic;ao.do nosso
povo e do caracter da nossa luta, que e uma luta revolucionaria, atingindo nao
somente as bases do sistema colonial, mas tambem os fundamentos da nossa propria
sociedade, como nayao e como povo. Mas nesta etapa, pode processar-se uma tal
Li.be r t acao?

Vejamos.

"Estamos num perlodo em que as fors:as imperialistas se dispoem con dinamismo e com
tenacidade no palco africano. Combinados com os colonialistas portugueses, com os
regimes racistas da Africa Austral 0 imperialismo esta presente no nosso continente.
A sua infIuencia sente-se. A sua aCyao provoca sobressaltos na vida da Africa. 0
neocolonialismo e um facto. Em toda a Africa, ainda ha que lutar pe la Independen cia ,
ou po li t i ca em algumas areas, ou e conomi ca noutras, ou cultural na q uas e totalidade.

o imperialismo procura ao maximo manter as fontes de materias premas e a m~o de obra
barata. Este e 0 fenomeno em que se debate nao so a Africa mas todo 0 chamado
"terceiro mundo".

No mundo dividido em blocos, dos quais era habito distinguir 0 bloeo socialista do
bloeo capitalista, surgiu 0 nao-alinhamento para poder tentar 0 equilibrio e a
defesa dos menos desenvolvidos.

E dentro desta d.ivi.sjio , sac os soeialistas que arvoram a bandeira do internaeionalismo
e na realidade dao 0 mai.or do apo io aos movimentos de libertac;ao.

Mas, hoje 0 campo socialista eneontra-se dividido, enfraquecido por inconciliaveis
con cep coes Ldeologi cas e as r'eLacoe s de solidariedade que faziam destes paises
uma fortaleza de ferro e impene t rave L, quebraram-se e es t ao longe de se restabeleeer.

As rela~Des de solidariedade modificarem-se e conflitos de malor ou menor importancia,
mancham 0 ideal proclamado peIo sociaIismo.
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Assim, do mesmo modo que em v~rios parses africanos encontramos nos seus mercados
os produtos de parses dominados pelo inimigo, da Africa do SuI, de Portugal, da
Rod~sia, n6s vemos com muita preocupa~~o 0 aumento de rela~oes comerciais e
culturais especialmente cornPortugal, em particular, por parte de alguns parses
socialistas.

Assim, a Li.bert acao nacional em l\frica, sej amos realistas, n'ao dispoe de bases
muito s6lidas na arena internacional e nao sac as afinidades pol!ticas ou
ideol6gicas que contam. Nao sac tambem os pr6prios objectivos, mas na maior parte
dos casos, outros interesses dominam as relasoes entre as foryas de libertaqao e 0
mundo.

Estamos numa outra epoca. 0 mundo transforma-se e temos que constatar 0 facto.

Assim, os intersticios por onde 0 inimigo pode penetrar, sac numerosos. No entanto,
coma factor essencial, temos de reconhecer que a luta de liberta~ao nacional e uma
causa que, hoje, raros deixam de apoiar, cornmaior ou menor sinceridade. A
independencia politica para a maioria africana e uma aquisi~ao do nosso tempo.

E como varias correntes politicas e tendencias ideologicas estao em jogo, corn
interesses por vezes antagonicos, os movimentos de liberta~ao vem-se a bra~os corn0

problema da sua independ~ncia polrtica e ideol6gica, 0 problema da preserva~ao da
sua personalidade, que deve reflectira imagem social do pars.

A preservasao da Independencia nao e facil e por vezes a luta e afectada pelas
nossas pr6prias contradiyoes. E as contradi~oes podem provir das diferentes
concep~oes. De que derivam a defini~ao do inimigo e dos nossos objectivos.

AIguns gostariam de ver os movimentos de liberta~ao tomar 0 rumo'de luta de
classes, coma na Europa. Outros gostariam de 0 ver racista, D.Quixote lan~ado
contra 0 moinho de vento de pele branca. Outros gostariam de 0 ver tribalizado,
federalizado segundo aquilo que imaginam dum pars que lhes ~ desconhecido. Outros,
idealistas, gostariam de os ver enveredar na senda do compromisso politico corn 0
inimigo.

Estas tentativas de transformar os movimentos de liberta~ao em satelites de partidos
no poder, sujeitos a urnpaternalismo inadmissrvel, e provocado pelo facto de a
maioria dos movimentos de liberta~ao conduzirdo uma luta armada, terem de 0 fazer
a partir do exterior da sua patria.

o eX1lio produz os seus efeitos.

"0 pior mal que nos fizeram os portugueses dizia urn dos meus mar s inteligentes
amigos -- e 0 de nos obrigarem a fazer a luta de Li.bert acao a partir do exterior".
Eu concordo.

A Organiza980 da Unidade Africana, que alguma coisa tern feito, especialmente no
pIano polrtico, para valorizar os movimentos de liberta~ao nacional, ainda ter&
de os ajudar bastante para que eles se vejam independentes, respeitando as
conveni~ncias e as interven(6es programaticas das diferentes organiza~oes, de acordo
corn a realidade do pars.

o dialogo entre a l\frica independente e a l\frica dependente ainda nao e satisfatotio
e por isso mesmo os combates polrticos nao se desenvolveN corn a for~a necessaria.

N6s poderiamos divagar sobre as varlas nuances da ac~ao politica para demonstrar
as nossas insuficiencias, mas n~o desejarei neste momento dar a ideia de haver
inten980 crrtica na aprecia~ao do momento que atravessamos nesta fase de liberta~ao.

Direi apenas que, por exel~lo, poderfamos colaborar mais no plana econ6mico. de modo
a travar tambem a batalha neste campo. No que respeita a Portugal, 0 roubo das
nossas riquezas como 0 petr61eo, 0 cafe, os diamantes, 0 ferro, etc. produtos que
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sao comercializados por organismos internacionais, nos qua~s participam africanos,
poderia ser impedido, ou pelo menos diminuido.

E que mal faria a associacao dos movimentos de liberta~ao nas discussoes sobre
r N • dproblemas cruciais do nosso tempo e que vao certamente afectar 0 desenvolv~mento 0

nosso continente, como por exemplo a associa9ao mais larga da ~frica no Mercado Comum,
ou os problemas da Seguran~a Europeia ?

Enfim, poderiamos demorar ainda mais tempo nas reflexoes sobre experi€ncias vividas
nesta luta de liberta~ao nacional.

Termino aqui, agradecendo ao Sr. Presidente e a todas as senhoras e senhores,
camar?das, a vossa aten~ao.

SOME ASPECTS OF THE NATIONAL LIBERATION STRUGGLE IN THE ACTUAL PHASE

Mr. Chairman,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Comrades,

It is with the greatest pleasure that I am speaking before the always deeply interested
audience of this University, whose preoccupation, on the part of both students and
lecturers, shows a desire for a profound understanding of our continent and of the
different factors affecting its development. This is a preoccupation worthy of the
country's future leaders and of those who are forming them, which fact transforms the
great pleasure of this meeting into a special honour.

I should like briefly to outline the fruit of my personal experience, the fruit of
reflection on the national liberation struggle on our continent. This experience is
simply an expression of a need experienced in Africa over the past five centuries,
and most especially in the last decades, the need for each and everyone of us to feel
free. It is also a broader expression of the common desire of men in this world to
regard themselves as free, as capable of releasing themselves from the shackles of a
society in which they weaken and die as human beings.

In my opinion, the national liberation struggle in Africa cannot be dissociated from
the present context in which it is taking place; it cannot be isolated from the world.
A workers' strike in England, the imposition of fascism on the Chilean people or an
atomic explosion in the Pacific are all phenomena of this same life that we are living
and in which we are seeking ways to a happy existence for man in this world. This
universal fact is however rendered particular in Africa through current political,
economic and cultural concepts.

The historical bonds between our peoples and other peoples in the world are becoming
ever closer, since there can be no other trend on earth. Isolation is impossible and ~.
is contrary to the idea of technical, cultural and political progress.

The problem facing us Africans now is how to transform unjust relations with other
countries and peoples in the world, generally relations of political and economic
subordination, without this transformation taking place to the detriment of the social
progress which must of necessity be injected into action to win freedom, and without
which one's behaviour would be that of a man coming out of one form of discrimination
only to fall into another as negative as the first, as a simple inversion of the
intervening factors. And within this same African society, the national liberation
movement also seeks to ensure that the internalsocio-economic forces, that is, those
that evolve with:n each country, are restructured in the direction of progress.
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In Africa we are making every effort to put a final end topaleo-colonialism, which
barely exists today in the territories dominated by Portugal, contrary to the general
belief, since they are in fact dominated by a vast imperialist partnership which is
unjustly protecting the selfish interests of men, economic organisations and groups of
countries.

The so-called white minority racist regimes are merely a consequence and a special
form of paleo-colonialism in which links with the metropoles have become slack and
less distinct in favour of a white minority dictatorship.

This visible, clear and open form of colonialism does not prevent the existence on our
continent of another more subtle form of domination which goes by the name of neo-
colonialism, in which he who exploits is no longer identified by the name coloniser,
but acts in the same way at various levels.

However, internal forms of subjugation caused by fragmentation into small ethnic or
linguistic groupings, by the development of privileged classes endowed with their own
dynamism, are also forms of oppression linked with the visible forms known as colonialism,
old or new, and racism. They easily ally themselves with imperialism and facilitate
its penetration and influence.

These phenomena are universal and they are found or have been found in all societies
in the world, but at the present time they are acute and very tangible in Africa, and
it is here that they most concern us Africans, as well as other nations with which we
have relations either of subjugation or cooperation.

Colonial and racist domination and oppression are exercised in different ways and at
different levels. They do not take place in a uniform way on our continent, they do
not always use the same agents, and they do not always act on the same social stratum
or on the same type of political or economic organisation.

For this reason, everyone, whether coloniser or colonised, feels in a different way
this phenomenon which is today anachronistic and which it is desired to replace by
other kinds of relations (and we Africans are not yet very clear or very much in
agreement on these new kinds of relations).

Whereas for some people colonialism meant and still means forced labour, to others
it is a racial discrimination, while for others it is economic segregation and the
impossibility of political advancement. But the plunder of African lands by the
colonisers, the enslavement of the worker, corporal punishment and the intensive
exploitation of the wealth that belongs to us are forms of the same colonialism; and
the capacity of each person to apply himself to the dynamics of solving the colonial
problem, with greater of lesser intelligence and clarity, depends on a broad under-
standing of all these factors.

And, as previously stated, action against colonialism is closely linked with and part
of something else of an apparently internal nature, but which is in fact as universal
as the first, which is the need for social transformations, so that man may be truly
free in every country and every continent in the world.

The way in which this aspect of the problem is tackled is also very important to the
stand taken and the line to be followed in the liberation process.

These two crucial problems of our continent and of our era are therefore closely
interconnected with relations with foreign peoples, on the one hand, and with the
relations among the ready forces within each country.

The correctness of attitude and the emotional intensity with which we embark upon
action for liberation depend on how we see the world, how we foresee our country's
future and the extent to which we feel in our skin the action of the foreign forces.
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The national liberation struggle in our era is therefore influenced not only by the
historical factors determining colonialism, neo-colonialism or racist regimes, but also
by its own prospects, its objectives and the way each person sees the world and life.

Reaction to foreign domination, whether individual, collective or organised, must of
necessity be influenced by the two factors mentioned, which have to do with both past
and future history.

This is why the importance of the national liberation movements is much greater than
is generally admitted, because through their activity they are transforming themselves
into accelerators of history, of the development of the society within which they are
acting and also outside it, imparting fresh dynamism to social processes tv ~ranscend
the present stage, even that in politically independent countries.

The different types of colonisation in Africa have endowed us Africans with different
ways of seeing the problem of liberation, and it is natural that it should be thus,
since our consciousness cannot draw upon material to form itself except from the field
of lived experience and from our possibilities of knowing the world.

Sometimes we differ in our concepts and, hence, in the practical implementation of
combat programmes, and the line taken in action for liberation does not always fulfil
the twofold need to concentrate both on transforming the relations between peoples
and intrinsically transforming the life of the nation.

Hence the need to see the problem clearly and to provide clear answers to the following
specific questions:

- Who is the enemy and what ~s the enemy?

- What is our objective?

It is obvious that the answers to these questions do not depend simply on ~he desire
to be free. They also depend on knowledge and on a concept of the world and life, on
lived experience. This means that they cannot be dissociated from acquired political
ideas, from ideological positions which generally result from the origins of each and
everyone of us. Without wishing to go into an analysis of the Angolan problem in its
specific aspects, I should nevertheless like to clarify the ideas I have just put
forward and shall put forward later, basing myself on my own experience.

Angola is a vast country which today has a very low population density and which has
been colonised by the Portuguese since 1482. This is the generally accepted idea.
However, as far as colinisation is concerned, Portugal did not succeed in dominating
all of our territory on its first contact. It took centuries before it was able to
impose its political and economic rule over the whole of our people. And I wish again
to emphasise that neither is it true that Angola is dominated only by Po~tugal. The
world is sufficiently enlightened on this point to know that the political and economic
interests of several world powers are involved in Angola. Portugal's administration
has not prevented the presence of its partners, a presence which has been there for
centuries. For example, Great Britain, the country with the largest volume of capital
investments in Angola, and the United States of America, with growing economic interests
and longing to control our country's strategic position, as well as other countries of
Europe, America and Asia, are competing for the domination of our people and the
exploitation of the wealth that belongs to us.

To think that Angola, Mozambique, Guinea and other colonies are dominated by small and
backward Portugal today is to be as mistaken as to think that French society is now in
the feudal era (the reference to France is merely by way of example).

Small and backward Portugal is not the chief factor of colonisation. Without the
capital of other countries, without growing investments and technical cooperation,
without complicity at various levels, radical transformations would already have taken
place many years ago.
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Therefore, if we can say that Portugal is the manager of a series of policito-
economic deals, we will see that it is not our principal enemy but merely our direct
enemy. At the same time. it is the weakest link in the whole chain established for the
domination of the peoples. If we look at Portugal itself, at the internal picture
it presents, we see a society which is still striving to transcend an obsolete form of
oligarchic government, incapable of abandoning the use of violence against its people
for the benefit of just a few families, with a peasant class struggling in the most
dire poverty in Europe, and where every citizen feels himself a prisoner in his own
country. The Portuguese themselves are right when they say that their country is today
one of the greatest disgraces of Europe and the world

We can now g1ve an answer to the question:

Who 1S the enemy and what is his nature?

The enemy of Africa is often confused with the white man. Skin colour is still a
factor used by many to determine the enemy. There are historical and social reasons
and lived facts which consolidate this idea on our continent.

It is absolutely understandable that a worker in the South African mines who is
segregated and coerced, and whose last drop of sweat is wrung from him, should feel
that the white man he sees before him, for whom he produces wealth, is the principal
enemy. It is for him that he builds cities and well-paved roads and maintains hygienic.
and salubrious conditions which he himself does not have.

Consciousness, as I have said, is formed chiefly from one's experience of life. The
experience of South Africa could lead to this immediate conclusion, which is to a
certain extent logical and emotionally valid.

All the more so in that the society created by the colonialists, to come back to the
case of Angola, created various racial defence mechanisms which were made to serve
colonialism. The same poor, wretched and oppressed peasant who is exploited in his
own country is the object of special attention when he establishes himself in one of
"its" colonies. He is not only imbued with a lot of jingoism, but he also starts to
enjoy economic and social privileges which he could never have before. Thus he
becomes a part of the system. He starts to get a taste for colonialism and becomes
a watchdog of the interests of the fascist oligarchy.

However, deep in their hearts both the watchdog and the exploiter nonetheless feel
themselves slaves of the system as a whole.

We can therefore say today that the phenomenon of colonial or neo-colonial oppress10n
1n our continent cannot be seen in terms of the colour of individuals.

The same system as oppresses and exploits the peasant in Portugal also oppresses and
exploits the Angolan citizen, using different motivation, different techniques, but
always with the same goal - to exploit. And the establishment of just relations is
possible between Portuguese men and Angolan, Mozambican and Guinean men, that is, the
establishment of relations which prevent the exploitation of one man by another. The
racial factor will play only a secondary role, and for a little time more, once relations
between master and slave are ended.

An ideological understanding of this problem also makes it eaS1er to solve it once the
objectives of the liberation struggle are defined.

In special conditions there are already cases where the racial problem is overcome.
This is what happens in the war. There are conscious Portuguese who desert to join
the nationalist ranks in oneway or another.

Our experience of clandestine struggle showed that there can be such racial cooperation
in the struggle against the system.
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And what do we really want basically?

I do not think that the national liberation struggle is directed towards
systems of oppression in such a way that the master of today will be the
tomorrow. To think in this way is to go against the current of history.
of social revenge can never be what we want, which is the freedom of men.

inverting
slave of

Attitudes

And I should like again to emphasise that the liberation struggles are not aimed
solely at violently correcting the relations between men and especially the production
relations within the country - they are an important factor for the positive transform-
ation of our entire continent and the whole world.

The national liberation struggle is also a means of overthrowing a whole unjust system
of oppression existing in the world.

Let us look at the question pragmatically:

We do not find a single country in Africa which does not maintain preferential
relations with its former metropole, even through the absorption of the inevitable
cultural values of a regime of a colonial type. What is more, the forms of exploitation
do not end and neither, consequently, do the forms of racial discrimination, accentuated
to a greater or lesser degree. In such cases, liberation is not yet complete.

Under independence in which there is not merely apparent political independence, but
also economic and cultural independence, where respect for true national values exists,
so as to make it possible to abolish exploitation, I believe that man would find true
freedom.

To answer our question, we would say that the enemy is colonialism, the colonial
system, and also imperialism, which sustains the former, to the point of being the
principal enemy.

These enemies use on their own behalf all the contradictions they can find in the
dominated society: racial, tribal, class and other factors. On them they build their
foundation for exploitation and maintain it, changing its appearance when it can no
longer be maintained.

Thus, in Africa formal political domination can no longer prevail, but no one is yet
free from economic domination. It is present there, and it is for this very reason
that I am very pleased by the formula adopted by some political parties in power in
Africa when they say that they too are national liberation movements. This expresses
the full significance of the phenomenon of liberation.

This broader concept of national liberation has vitally important consequences as
regards the necessary cooperation between the oppressed of the world.

I shall therefore go on to say that national liberation must be a stage for the
achievement of a vaster form of liberation, which is the liberation of man.

If one loses sight of this idea, dynamism disappears and the essential contradictions
~n a country rema~n.

The Ango1an experience has already shown that pure anti-racism cannot permit tne full
development of the liberation struggle. For centuries our society has had within it
white people who came as occupiers, as conquerors, but who had time to establish roots,
to multiply, and to live for generations and generations on our territory. This
white population dominates the urban centres, giving rise to the fact of people who
are racially mixed, making our society interlinked in its racial components.

If the liberation struggle overlooks the realities of the country, and if formulations
are taken up which are pleasing to nationalists who are sincere but not over-concerned
about the aspect of the people's socio-historical development, it weakens itself and
cannot attain its political and human objectives.
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Everyone in a country who wants to participate ~n whatever way ~n the liberation
struggle should be able to do so.

The preoccupation in Africa of making the liberation struggle a racial struggle of
blacks against whites is not only superficial, but we can say that it is reactionary
and that this view has no future at the very time when we see more contact between
blacks and whites on the continent than in the era of colonialism.

The expanded relations with socialist countries and with countries which are against
colonialism (in its old form), and the so-called relations of cooperation with the
former metropoles have brought to Africa a noteworthy number of Europeans, Americans
and Asians, more than there have ever been in any era of Africa's history.

Therefore, to pose the problem as one of black against white is to falsify the
question and deflect us from our objective.

What do we want?

An independent life as a nation, a life in which economic relations are just both
between countries and within the country, a revival of cultural values which are still
valid for our era.

The literary con~ept of negritude, born of philosophico-literary trends which have had
their day, like existentialism and surrealism, posed with discernment the problem of
arousing the cultural consciousness of the black man in the world, irrespective of the
geographical area to which he had been dispersed.

Like the idea of Pan-Africanism, the concept of negritude started at a certain point
to falsify the black problem.

It is and was correct to heighten the essence of cultural values which black people
took to all the continents, and predominantly to the American continent. Our culture
must be defended and developed, which does not mean that it must remain stagnant.

Basically, and as various thinkers have asserted, the national liberation struggle is
a struggle for culture. But I do not believe that cultural links in any way prevent
political compartmentalisation.

This has been an equivocal point ~n many alleged demonstrations of national liberation.

I cannot fail to express my full political identification with the struggle of the
black peoples of America where they are, and to admire the vitality of descendents
of Africans who today are still oppressed and segregated in American society, especially
in the United States. I say especially in the United States, because I do not very much
believe in the full freedom of blacks or the national equality in Brazil of which they
talk so much and are trying to convince us.

The social advancement of the black Ameri can has been noteworthy, to the extent that
today the black American distinguishes himself in Africa not only by his comportment
but also by his intellectual and technical level.

Only rarely do the physical characteristics of black Americans allow any doubt as to
their country of origin. Thus, the phenomenon of miscegenation has produced a new kind
of man. The type that the ordinary man in Angola calls a white man or a mulatto is
a black man in the United States.

There is therefore no physical identity and there are strong cultural differences,
as there could not fail to be.

Therefore, without confusing origins with political compartments, America ~s America
and Africa is Africa.
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Today we are all linked in solidarity in a liberation struggle against oppressors who
have the same colour, but tomorrow there will certainly be different social
personalities to be preserved. And the evolutionary process of mankind through which
differences are obliterated cannot but bring about an even greater mingling of the now
antagonistic ethnic groups in the United States. America has its own life, just as
Angola and Mozambique have their own lifeo Although we have to identify with each
other as black men in defending our values, I cannot conceal my sometimes ill-
founded concern at the way some of our brothers from the other side of the Atlantic
have a messianic desire to find a Moses for a return to Africa. For many this theory
is certainly out of date.

But I should like to return to the question of knowing who is our enemy.

As stated previously, according to my understanding the first reactions against a
system of oppression stem from the way one lives, from the way one feels this
oppression. I cited the case of South Africa.

I do not wish to ignore at this moment the pressure that is exerted on the liberation
movements to maintain so-called black purityo The case of America, where the racial
struggle is the most apparent to the blacks, is often citedo What I am saying should
not be taken as criticism of our brave black American brothers, who know better than
anyone how to orient their struggle, how to envisage the transformation of American
society so that man will be free there"

But allow me also to reject any idea on the transformation of the national liberation
struggle in Angola into a racial struggle.

I would say that in Angola the struggle also assumes a racial aspect since discrimination
is a fact" The black man is exploited there" But it is fundamentally a struggle against
the colonial system and its chief ally, imperialism.

I also reject the idea of black liberation, since the unity of Africa is one of the
principles universally accepted by the OAU, and knowing that in Africa there are Arab
peoples, that there are some areas which are not black" The problem cannot be purely
racial. So long as there is imperialism, it will be possible to continue colonialism.

And as I have said, for us they are the enemies.

What we want is to establish a new society where black and white can live together"
Naturally, and so as not to be misinterpreted, I must add that the democratic process
must be exercised in such a way that the most exploited masses (who are black) have
control of political power, since they can go furthest in establishing proper rights
for all.

A people's struggle for political power, for economic independence, for the
restoration of cultural life, to end alienation, for relations with all peoples on
a basis of equality and fraternity - these are the objectives of our struggle.

These objectives are set by defining who is the enemy, by defining who are the people
and what is the character of our struggle, which is a revolutionary struggle affecting

not only the foundations of the colonial system but also the foundations of our own
society, as a nation and as a people,"

But can such liberation take place at this stage?

Let us seeo

We are in a period in which the imperialist forces are deploying themselves on the
African scene with dynamism and tenacityo Together with the Portuguese colonialists,
with the racist regimes in Southern Africa, imperialism is present on our continento
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Its influence can be felto Its actlvlty is causing alarm in the life of Africao
Neo-colonialism is a facto Everywhere in Africa there is still the need to struggle
for independence,whether political in some areas, economic in others, or cultural almost
everywhere 0

Imperialism is doing everything it can to maintain sources of raw materials and cheap
labour. This is a phenomenon which is being 'debated not only in Africa but in the whole
of the so-called third worldo

In a world divided into blocs, among which it was customary to distinguish between
the socialist bloc and the capitalist bloc, non-alignment has arisen to try to seek
a balance and to defend the less developed.

And within this division, it is the socialists who hold high the banner of international-
lsm and in fact give the most support to the liberation movements.

But today the socialist camp is divided, weakened by irreconcilable ideological
concepts, and the relations of solidarity which made these countries an impenetrable
iron fortress have broken down and are taking a long time to be restored.

The relations of solidarity have changed and conflicts of greater or lesser importance
have marred the avowed ideal of socialism.

Thus, in the same way as a number of African countries have on their markets products
from countries dominated by the enemy, from South Africa, Portugal and Rhodesia, we see
with great concern the increase by some socialist countries of commercial and cultural
relations with especially Portugalo

So, let us be realistic, the national liberation struggle in Africa does not have very
sound bases in the international arena, and it is not political or ideological
affinities that count, nor even the objectives themselves, for in most cases other
interests dominate relations between the liberation forces and the world.

We are in another era. The world is changing and we have to take note of this fact.

Thus, there are many cracks through which the enemy can penetrate. However, an
essential factor we must recognise is that the national liberation struggle is today
a cause which few people fail to support, with greater or lesser sincerity. Political
independence for the African majority is an attainment of our time.

And since various political currents and ideological trends are involved, with sometimes
antagonistic interests, the liberation movements find themselves at grips with the
problem of their political and ideological indepe~dence, the problem of preserving
their personality, which must reflect the social image of the country.

To preserve independence is not easy, and sometimes the struggle is affected by our
own contradictions. And contradictions can stem from different concepts from which
our definition of who is the enemy and of our objectives derives.

Some would like to see the liberation movement take the direction of a class struggle,
as in Europec Others would like to see it racist, Don Quixote tilting at a windmill
with a white skin. Others would like to see it tribalised, federalised, according to
their idea of a country which they do not know. Others, idealists, would like to see
us heading along the path to political compromise with the enemy.

These efforts to transform the liberation movements into satellites of parties in power,
subject to unacceptable paternalism, are caused by the fact that most of the liberation
movements conducting an armed struggle have to do so from outside their countries.

Exile has its effects.
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"The worst thing the Portuguese did to us," said one of my most intelligent friends,
"was to oblige us to wage a liberation struggle from abroad." I agree.

The Organisation of African Unity, which has done something, especially politically,
to promote the national liberation movements, will still have to help them enough for
.them to be independent, respecting the conventions and the programmatic involvement
of different organisations, in accordance with the realities of the country.

The dialogue between independent Africa and dependent Africa is still not satisfactory,
and for this very reason the political battles are not taking place with the required
force.

We cannot digres~ on .the various nuances of political action to demonstrate our
shortcomings, but I do not want at this time to give the idea of having had any
critical intention in my appraisal of the period we are going through in this phase
of liberation.

I will merely say that we could, for example, cooperate on econom1C matters so as to
wage the battle in this field tooo With regard to Portugal, its plunder of our resources,
like oil, coffee, diamonds, iron, etc., products which are marketed by international
bodies in which Africans participate, could be prevented or at least decreased.

And what harm would there be in involving the liberation movements in discussions on
the crucial problems of our times which will certainly affect the development of our
continent, like for example the broader association of Africa with the Common Market,
or prob 1ems of European security?

And the problem of Southern Africa? will we be permitted to discuss it exhaustively
one day?

Finally, we could go on much longer reflecting on our lived exper1ence in this
national liberation strugg1eo

I shall end here, thanking you Mr. Chairman and all the ladies and gentlemen and
comrades for your attention.

QUELQUES ASPECTS DE LA LUTTE DE LIBERATION NATIONALE DANS SA
PHASE ACTUELLE

Mr. le President,
Mesdames et Messieurs,
Camar ades ,

Crest avec le plus grand p1aisir que je prends la parole devant l'auditoire toujours
interesse de cette universite, dont 1es preoccupations tant du cote des etudianta que
de ce1ui des professeurs demontrent le desir d'une connaissance profonde de notre
continent et des differents facteurs qui affectent son deve10ppement.

Voila une preoccupation digne
qui le forment actue11ement.
ega1ement un honneur special.

des futurs dirigeants de votre pays ainsi que de ceux
Ainsi le grand p1aisir de cette rencontre devient

Qu'on me permette d'exposer brievement le fruit d'une experience personne11e et de
ref1exions sur la 1utte de liberation nationa1e dans notre continent. Cette experience
n'est que l'expression d'une necessite vecue en Afrique au cours des cinq derniers
siec1es et specia1ement au cours des dernieres decennies: le besoin de chacun de nous de
se sentir 1ibre.
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Crest
de se
d'une

aussi l'expression plus vaste du desir commun de l'Homme
considerer libre, capable de se defaire, en tant qu'etre
societe au sein de laquelle il s'etiole et meurt.

sur terre, du desir. ,~huma1n, des cha1nes

La lutte de liberation nationale en Afrique, a mon avis, ne saurait etre separee du
contexte actuel dans lequelle elle se developpe et ne peut s'isoler de ce qui se passe
a travers le monde entier. Une greve de travailleurs en Angleterre, l'imposition du
fascisme au peuple chilien ou une explosion nucleaire dans le Pacifique, voila des
phenomenes de la mgme vie que nous sommes en train de vivre et a travers laquelle nous
cherchons les voies vers une existence heureuse pour l'Homme sur la terre. Ce fait
universel est dor.c singularise en Afrique, a travers des formulations courantes sur le
plan politique, economique et culturel.

Les liens historiques qui relient nos peuples aux autres peuples du monde se resserr-
eront de plus en plus, car il ne peut pas y avoir une autre direction sur la terre.
L'isolement est impossible et il est contraire a l'idee du progres technique, culturel
et politique.

Le probleme qui s'impose a nous, Africains, en ce moment, crest de savoir comment
transformer les relations injustes, generalement de subordination politique et economique,
avec les autres pays et peuples du monde, sans que cette transformation fa se fasse au
detriment du progres social qui necessairement doit etre transmis dans l'action pour la
liberte et sans que le comportement de n'importe quel homme sorte d'une forme de
discrimination pour tomber dans une autre forme tout aussi negative que la premiere, ce
qui ne constituerait qu'une inversion des facteurs intervenants.

Dans cette meme societe africaine, le mouvement de liberation nationale ne neglige pas
non plus de chercher a ce que les forces socio-economiques internes, c'est-a-dire celles
qui se developpent a l'interieur de chaque pays, se stratifient de nouveau dans le sens
du prog res.

En Afrique, nous consacrons le meilleur de notre effort 1 la suppression du pal~ocolonial-
isme qui aujourd'hui, de l'avis general, n'existe plus que dans les territoires domi.nes
par le Portugal, en fait domines par une vaste association imperialiste qui protege
d'une mainiere injuste les inter~ts ego1stes d'hoIT~es, d'organisations economiques ou de
groupes de pays.

Les regimes racistes de minorite blanche, comme on les appelle, ne sont qu'une
consequence et une forme speciale de paleocolonialisme: les liens avec les metropoles
y sont devenus l~ches et beaucoup plus effaces et le pouvoir y est exerce par la
dictature minorataire blanche.

Cette forme de colonisation visible, claire, ouverte, n'empeche pas l'existence dans
notre continen~,d'une autre forme de domination, plus subtile, connue sous le nome de
neocolonialisme: dans ce systeme, l'exploiteur n'est plus designe sous le nome de
colonisateur, mais il agit de la m€me maniere sur differentes plans.

Toutefois, les formes internes de soumission, causees par le fractionnement en petits
groupes ethniques ou linguistiques par le developpement de classes prrvil~giees dotees
d'un dynamisme propre, n'en sont pas moins des formes d'oppression elles aussi, liees
aux formes visibles et connues comme le colonialisme ancien ou nouveau, ou le racisme.
Elles s'allient facilement ~ l'imperialisme et facilitent sa p~netration et son
influence.

Ces phenomenes sont universels. lIs existent ou ont existe dans toutes les soci~t~s
du monde, mais actuellement ils s~nt particulierement aigus et concrets en Afrique et
pour nous, Africains, crest ici qu'ils nous preoccupent le plus et qu'ils interessent
les autres peuples avec lesquels nous avons des relations soit de soumission, soit de
coop e'r a t i.on ,

La domination et l'oppression coloniales ou racistes s'exercent de differentes fa~ons
et sur differents plans. Elles ne se sont pas produites d'une facon uniforme dans notre.continent.
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/ A • I ,Elles n'ont pas utilise les memes agents. Elle$ n'ont pas touJours opere sur la base
de la meme couche sociale ou de la mgme forme d'organisation politique ou economique.

A cause decela, chacun, colonisateur ou colonis~, a ressenti d'une mani~re differente
ce phdnomene devenu adjourd'hui anachronique et qu'on desire voir rempLace par d'autres
types de relations. Et nous, Africains, nous ne sommes pas encore ni tres clairs ni
meme d'accord sur ce nouveau genre de relations.

Pour les uns, le colonialisme a signifie et signifie toujours le travail forc~. Pour
les autres, il est la discrimination raciale. Pour d'autres encore, il est la segregation
economique ou l'impossibilite d'ascension politique. Mais le pillage de terres
africaines par les colonisateurs, la reduction a l'esclavage du travailleur, le ch~timent
corpore I ou l'exploitation intensive de nos richesses sont toutes des formes du m~me
colonialisme. Et ce n'est que dans la mesure ou tous ces facteurs sont largement
compris que chacun de nous sera capable de s'appliquer, avec plus ou moins d'intelligence
et de clarte, a la dynamique tendant a la solution du probl~me colonial.

Et comme je l'ai dit anterieurement, l'action c~ntre le colonialisme est
liee a et s'insere dans une autre action, apparemment de nature interne,
realite tout aussi universelle que la premiere, qui est la necessite des
sociales, de faron que l'homme soit reellement libre dans chaque pays et
continent du monde.

/ .etro~tement
elle, mais en
transformations
chaque

Cette fa~on d'envisager cet aspect du probleme est tres importante aussi pour l'attitude
a adopter et l'orientation a suivre dans le processus de la liberation.

11 Y a donc interrelation entre ces deus problemes cruciaux de notre continent et de
notre epoque: les relations avec les peuples etrangers, d'un c$te, et les relations des
forces internes dans chaque pays.

L'attitude plus ou moins correcte, plus ou moins intense avec laquelle nous nous
engageons ~motionnellement dans l'action de liberation depend d~ notre vision du monde,
depend aussi de notre vision de l'avenir de notre pays et de la fa~on dont nous
ressentons dans notre chair l'action des forces ~trang~res.

La lutte de liberation nationale dans notre phase est animee non seulement par les
facteurs historiques qui ont determine le colonialisme, le neocolonialisme ou les
regimes racistes, mais aussi par les perspectives qui apparaissent a chacun, les
objectifs que chacun s'assigne et la faion dont chacun con}oit le monde et la vie.

La reaction contre la domination etrangere, qu'elle soit individuelle, collective ou
organisee, doit necessairement etre modelee par les deux facteurs mentionnes et qui se
rapportent A l'histoire passee et a l'avinir.

Ainsi, l'importance des mouvements de liberation nationale est beaucoup plus grande
qu'on ne croit generalement, parce que par leur action ils se transforment en
acc~l~rateur de l'histoire, du developpement de la societ~ ou ils operent et engalement
en dehors de celle-ci. lls rendent plus dynamiques les processus sociaux. ils les
poussent au delA du stade actuel, mgme dans des pays politiquement ind~pendants.

Les differents types de colonisation en Afrique nous ont dot~s, nous Africains, de
manieres differentes de concevoir les probl~mes de liberation. Il est normal qu'il
en soit ainsi, car d'ou nos consciences tireraient-elles les ~lements en vue de les
poser, si ce n'est du terrain m€me et de l'experience v~cue et gr~ce aux possibilites
de connaftre le monde?

Parfois, nous diff~rons dans les concept1ons et donc dans l'application pratique des
programmes de combat et l'orientation suivie dans l'action liberatrice ne remplit pas
toujours ces deux necissites:

1. transformation des relations entre les peuples;

2. transformation illtrinseque de la vie de chaque nation.
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D'ob la necessite de se rendre clairement compte du probleme et!ie repondre clairement
aussi aux questions specifiques suivantes:

Qui est l'ennemi? Qu'est-ce que c'est que l'ennemi?

Quel est notre objectif?

Il est evident que les reponses ~ ces questions ne dependant pas seulement de notre
desir d'etre libres. Elles dependant aussi de notre connaissance et notre conception
du monde et de la vie, ainsi que de l'experience vecue. Cela signifie qu'on ne peut
pas Les, dissocier des idees poli tiques acquises, des positions Ldeo LogLques , qui
decoulent generalement du milieu d'ou sort chacun de nous.

Sans vouloir entrer dans l'analyse du probleme angolais sous ses aspects particuliers
je voudrais cependant me baser sur mon experience pour pouvoir illustrer les reflexions
que je viens de faire et celles que je ferai encore.

L'Angola est un pays vaste, mais aujourd'hui sa densite demographique est tres faible.
Depuis 1482, il est colonise par les Portugais. C'est l'idee qu'on s'en fait generalement.
Cependant, en ce qui concerne la colonisation, le Portugal n'a pas reussi a dominer
l'ensemble de notre territoire depuis les premiers contacts. Il lui a fallu des
siecles pour reussir a imposer sa domination politique et economique a tout notre peuple.

Il n'est pas vrai non plus que l'Angola soit domine seulement par le Portugal. Sur ce
point, le monde est suffisamment informe pour savoir qu'en Angola, les interets
politiques et economiques de plusieurs puissances mondiales sont en jeu. La gerance
portugaise n'a pas empeche la presence de ses associes, presence qui s'est developpee
d'y il y a des siecles jusqu'a maintenant. La Grande-Bretagne, par exemple, pays qui
possede en Angola le plus grand volume de capitaux investis, ou les Etats-Unis, avec
leurs interets croissants dans l'economie et leur vif desir de contr~ler la position
strategique de notre pays, de m~me que d'autres pays d'Europe, d'Amerique ou d'Asie,
concourent a la domination de notre peuple et a l'exploitation des biens qui nous
appartiennent.

Penser aujourd'hui que l'Angola, le Mozambique, la Guinee-Bissau et d'autres colonies
sont dominees par le Portugal, petit et arriere, c'est aussi errone que de pens er que
la societe fran9aise se trouve encore a l'epoque feodale (la reference a la France est
faite seulement a titre d'exemple).

Ce n'est pas le Portugal, pays petit et arri~~~ qui est le principal facteur de colonis-
ation. Sans les capitaux d'autres pays, sans les investissements croissants, sans la
cooperation techhique, sans les complicit~s a plusieurs niveaux, une transformation
radicale aurait 'dej~ eu lieu i I y a b i.en des anne es .

Si donc nous pouvons dire que le Portugal est le gerant d'une serie de combines
politico-economiques, il est clair qu'il n'est pas notre ennemi principal, mais
seulement notre ennemi direct. Par ailleurs, il est le maillon le plus faible de toute
la cha!ne instituee pour la domination des peuples.

Si nous regardons le Portugal lui-mieme, son image interieure, nous trouvons une
societe qui se debat encore pour d~passer une forme opsolete de gouvernement oligarchique,
incapable d'abandonner l'usage de la violence contre son peuple au profit d'un certain
nombre de familles, avec une classe paysanne se debattant dans la misere la plus triste
de l'Europe et ou chaque citoyen se sent prisonnier dans son propre pays. Les Portugais
eux-memes ont raison lorsqu'ils disent que leur pays constitue aujourd'hui une des plus
grande hontes del'Europe et du monde.

D~S lors, nous pouvons nous poser de nouveau la question: "Qui est l'ennemi? Quelle
est sa nature?"

Souvent, on confond l'ennemi de l'Afrique avec le Blanc.
couleur de la peau est un element qui determine l'ennemi.

Pour beaucoup encore la
Il y a des raisons tant
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historiques que sociales, des faits vecus qu~ ont consolide cette idee-la dans
notre continent.

11 est tout a fait comprehensible qu'un travailleur des mines d'Afrique du Sud, sujet
a la segregation raciale et a la violence, exploite jusqu'a sa derniere goutte de
sueur, consid~re le Blanc, au profit duquel il travaille, comme son ennemi principal.
C'est pour lui qu'il batit des villes, des rues bein pavees, qu'il maintient des
conditions d'hygi~ne et de salubrite qu'il ne poss~de pas lui-m~me.

C'est de l'experience de la vie que la conscience se nourrit avant tout.

L'experience de l'Afrique du Sud peut conduire a cette conclusion immediate, jusqu'a
un certain point logique et emotionellement valable.

D'autant plus que, pour revenir au cas de l'Angola, la societe creee par les colonialistes
a engendre plusieurs mecanismes de defense raciale, qui ont ete mis au service du
colonialisme. Le paysan pauvre, miserable, accable et exploite dans son pays, devient
l'objet d'attentions speciales d~s qu'il se fixe dans une de "ses" colonies. Non
seulement, il est impregne de mythes patriotards, mais encore commence-t-il a jouri
de privileges economiques et sociaux dont il n'aurait jamais pu disposer avant. Ainsi,
il entre dans le syst~me. 11 commence a apprecier le colonialisme et devient le chien
de garde des interets de l'oligarchie fasciste.

Cependant, il n'emp~che qu'au plus profond de leur etre, aussi bien le chien de garde
que l'exploiteur se sentent malgre tout les esclaves de l'ensemble du systeme.

Et c'est ainsi que nous pouvons dire aujourd'hui que le phenomene de l'oppression
coloniale ou neocoloniale dans notre continent ne peut plus se situer sur le plan de
la couleur de la peau.

Le systeme qui accable et exploite les paysans au Portugal est le meme que celui qui
accable et exploite le citoyen angolais. Bien sGr, les motivations sont differentes,
les techniques elles aussi, mais le but reste le mgme: exploiter. Entre l'homme
portugais et l'homme angolais, mozambicain ou guineen, il est possible d'etablir des
relations justes, des relations qui excluent l'exploitation de l'homme par l'homme. A
partir du moment OQ le type de relations maitres-esclaves n'existera plus, le facteur
racial ne jouera plus qu'un r8le secondaire et encore, plus pour longtemps.

La comprehension ideologique de ce probleme facilite aussi sa solution des que les
buts de la lutte de liberation sont clairement definis.

Certaines conditions speciales permettent deja de depasser le probleme racial. C'est
ce qui se passe dans la guerre. 11 y a des Portugais conscients qui desertent, pour
entrer d'une fa~on ou d'une autre dans les rangs nationalistes.

Notre experience de la clandestinite nous a montre que cette collaboration raciale dans
la lutte contre le systeme est possible.

Et au fond, qu'est-ce que nous voulons?

Je ne pense pas que la lutte de liberation nationale ait pour but d'inverser les
systemes d'oppression afin que le Seigneur d'aujourd'hui soit l'esclave de demain.
Penser ainsi reviendrait a vouloir aller dans un sens contraire 1 celui de l'histoire.
Les attitudes de revanche sociale ne sont pas celles qui pourront nous apporter ce a
quoi no us aspirons: la liberte de l'homme.

Je tiens 1 le souligner une fois de plus; les luttes de liberation n'ont pas seulement
pour but de modifier fondamentalement les relations entre les hommes, specialement les
relations de production a l'interieur du pays, mais elles constituent un facteur
important pour la transformation positive de tout notre continent et du monde entier.

La lutte de liberation nationale est aussi un moyen de briser tout un systeme d'op-
pression injuste existant dans le monde.
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Voyons le cote pragmatique de la question.

Nous ne trouvons pas, en Afrique, un seul pays qui ne maintienne pas des relations
preferentielles avec son ancienne metropole, ne fut-ce que par l'absorption des
valuers culturelles, inevitable dans un regime de type colonial. Ce qui plus est, les
formes d'exploitation n'ont pas disparu. Par consequent, les formes de discrimination
raciale plus ou moins accentuees, n'ont pas non plus disparu. Dans ces cas, la
liberation n'est pas encore complete.

Dans une independance o~ il y aurait plus qu'une apparence d'independance politique,
c'est-a-dire o~ il y aurait egalement une independance economique et culturelle, ou le
respect veritable des valeurs nationales existerait de fa~on a permettre l'abolition de
l'exploitation, alors l~, je le crois, l'homme trouverait la vraie liberte.

Si nous voulons repondre a notre question, nous dirons que l'ennemi, c'est le
colonialisme, le syst~me colonial, et c'est aussi l'imperialisme qui soutient le premier
et qui est meme devenu l'ennemi principal.

Ces ennemis utilisent ~ leur avantage toutes les contradictions qu'ils peuvent trouver
dans la societe dominee. Sur les facteurs raciaux, tribaux, de classe et autres, ils
construisent leurs bases d'exploitation et quand ces facteurs ne sont plus soutenables
tels quels, ils en modifient les apparences.

Ainsi en Afrique, la domination politique classique ne peut plusprevaloir mais
personne ne s'est libere de la domination economique. Celle-ci est presente et voil~
pourquoi me plait beaucoup la formule adoptee par quelques parti politiques au pouvoir
en Afrique, qui disent qu'eux aussi sont des mouvements de liberation nationale.
Ainsi s'exprime la signification compl~te du phenomene de la liberation.

Ce concept elargi de liberation nationale a des consequences tr~s importantes pour la
necessaire cooperation entre les opprime~ de la terre.

Je continuerai done en disant que la liberation nationale doit ~tre une etape vers la
realisation d'une forme elargie de liberation: la liberation de l'homme. si on s'eloigne
de cette idee, le dynamisme disparait, les contradictions essentielles a l'interieur
de chaque pays n'aboutissent pas.

L'experience angolaise nous a deja montre que la caractere antiraciste sans plus ne
saurait permettre le plein developpement de la lutte pour la liberte. Notre societe,
depuis des siecles, contient en elle-m~me les elements blancs, arrives comme occupants,
comme conquerants, mais qui ont eu le temps de s'enraciner, de se multiplier et
d'exister de generations en generations sur notre territoire. Cette population blanche
predomine dans les centres urbains; elle est ~ l'origine du phenomene du metissage, qui
fait que les composantes raciales de notre societe sont liees entre elles.

si la lutte de liberation oublie la realite du pays et s'en tient a des formulations
qui plaisent a des nationalistes sinc~res mais peu preoccupes de l'allure du developpe-
ment socio-historique de notre peuple, elle s'etiole et ne peut pas atteindre ses
desseins politiques et humains. Tous ceux qui dans un pays, desirent participer d'une
fa~on quelconque a la lutte de liberation, doivent pouvoir le faire.

La preoccupation, en Afrique, de faire de la lutte de liberation une lutte raciale
de Noirs contre Blancs, non seulement est epidermique mais franchement reactionnaire.
D'ailleurs, cette these n'a pas d'avenir, au moment m~me ou nous constatons que les
contacts entre Noirs et Blancs dans notre continent Hont plus frequents quIa l'epoque du
colonialisme.

Les relations elargies avec les pays socialistes, avec les pays anticoloniaux (ancienne
formule), les relations dites de cooperation avec les anciennes metropoles ont appele
en Afrique un nombre remarquable d'Europeens, d'Americains, d'Asiatiques, qui n'a
jamais existe en aucune epoque de l'histoire. Done, reduire la question a une opposition
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Noirs contre Blancs, c'est fausser cette question, c'est la devier de son but.

Qu'est-ce que nous voulons?

Une vie ind~pendante comme Nation, une existence ot les relations economiques entre
les pays et a l'interieur de chaque pays soient justes, une renaissance des valuers
culturelles encore valables pour notre epoque.

Le concept litteraire de la negritude, ne des courants philosophico-litteraires qui
ont eu leur temps, tels l'existentialisme et le surrealisme, a pose heureusement le
probl~me de la "conscientisation" culturelle de l'homme noir dans le monde, ind~pend-
amment de la localisation geographique o~ il s'est disperse.

A un certain moment, cependant, tout comme l'idee du panafricanisme, le concept de la
negritude a commence a fausser le problem noir.

11 est juste, il etait juste de souligner les valeurs culturelles essentielles que les
peuples noirs ont transportees dans tous les continents, principalement dans le
continent americain. Notre culture doit et re defendue, developpee, mais cela ne
signifie pas qu'elle doive etre maintenue en stagnation.

Au fond, et comme plusieurs penseurs l'ont affirme, la lutte de liberation nationale
est une lutte pour la culture. Je crois cependant que les liens culturels ne sont pas
du tout de nature a eviter la compartimentation politique.

Voila un point qui a toujours ete equivoque dans beaucoup de manifestations dites de
liberation nationale.

Et je ne peux pas ne pas exprimer ici mon entiere identite politique avec la lutte des
populations noires d'Amerique. Surtout quand on pense a l'endroit o~ elles se trouvent.
Je ne peux qu'admirer la vitalite des descendants d'Africains, aujourd'hui encore
opprimes et discrimines dans la societe americaine, specialement aux Etats-Unis. Je
dis specialement aux Etats-Unis,parce que je ne crois pas beaucoup a la liberte complete
des noirs et ~ l'egalite nationale au Bresil, dont on parle beaucoup et dont on pretend
nous convaincre.

L'ascension sociale du Noir am~ricain est remarquable, au point qu'il se distingue
aujourd'hui en Afrique non seulement par son comportement mais aussi par son n1veau
intellectuel et technique.

Les caracteristiques corporelles du Noir americain permittent rarement des doutes sur
son origine. Le phenomene de croisement a produit un nouveau type d'homme qu'en Angola
on appellerait ordinairement Blanc ou metis mais qui, aux Etats-Unis est noir.

11 n'existe donc pas d'identification somatique et il y a des differences culturelles
remarquables, comme il va de soi.

Ainsi donc, il ne faut pas confondre or1g1nes avec compartiments politiques: l'Amerique
est l'Amerique, l'Afrique est l'Afrique.

Aujourd'hui nous sommes tous lies, solio~ires dans une lutte de lib~ration contre des
oppresseurs de m~me couleur, mais demain il y aura certainement des personnalites
sociales differentes a preserver. Et le processus evolutif de l'humanite vers
l'extinction des differences ne peut pas manquer de provoquer aux Etats-Unis une dilution
encore plus grande des differentes ethnies aujourd'hui antagonistes. L'Amerique a sa
propre vie, de m~me que l'Angola et le Mozambique ont la leur. Quoique nous devions
nous identifier comme Noirs, dans la defen~e de nos valeurs, je ne puis cacher mes
soucis, quelquefois mal justifies, quand je vois comment des fr~res amis, de l'autre c~te
de l'Atlantique, ont une preoccupation messianique de trouver un Mo'ise pour le retour
en Afrique.
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,. .'
Certes, pour beaucoup de gens, cette theorie est aepassee.

,
Mais je va1S encore retourner a la question de savoir qui est notre ennem1.

Je rapelle que je comprends les r~actions primaires contre un systeme d'oppression:
elles derivent de la fa~on de vivre, de la fa~on de sentir cette oppression. J'ai
cite les cas de l'Afrique du Sud.

'"Je ne veux pas 19norer en ce moment la pression exercee sur les MOUVEMENTS DE
LIBERATION pour conserver une pr~tendue purete noire. On cite souvent le cas de
l'~rique Oll pour les Noirs la lutte raciale est la plus evidente. Que ces phrases ne
soient pas prises pour des critiques envers nos vaillants freres afro-am~ricains: ils
savent mieux que personne comment orienter leur lutte, comment envisager la transformation
de la societe americaine de fa~on que l'homme y soit libre.

/

Mais qu'on me permette de rejeter toute idee de transformation de la lutte de liberation
nationale en Angola en lutte raciale. Je dirai qu'en Angola, la lutte a egalement un
aspect racial, puisque la discrimination y est un fait. L'exploitation du Noir est
reel le. Mais la lutte y est fondamentalement dirigee contre le systeme colonial et
contre son allie principal, l'imperialisme.

Je rejette aussi l'idee de lib~ration noire en ce moment ou l'unite" de l'Afrique est
un des principes de l'O.U.A., universellement acceptee et sachant qu'en Afrique il
existe aussi les peuples arabes, il existe des regions qui ne sont pas noires .. Le
probleme ne peut pas etre purement racial. Aussi longtemps qu'il y aura l'imperialisme,
la possibilite de continuer le colonialisme subsistera. Les voila, nos ennemis!

Ce que nous d~sirons etablir, c'est une societ~ nouvelle ~~ Noirs et Blancs puissent
vivre ensemble. Naturellement, et pour nes pas etre mal interpr~te, je dois ajouter
que le processus democratique doit s'exercer de fason que la masse populaire la plus
exploitee (la noire) ait le controle du pouvoir politique, parce que c'est elle qui
peut aller le plus loin dans l'etablissement de droits appropries pour tous.

La lutte du peuple pour le pouvoir politique, pour l'independance economique, pour le
retablissement de la vie culturelle, pour la desalli~nation, pour les relations avec
tous les peuples sur une base d'egalite et de fraternit~, tels s~nt les objectifs de
notre lutte.

Ces objectifs sont fix~s a travers la claire d~finition de l'ennemi,. de la d~finition
de notre peuple et du caract~re de notre lutte, qui est une lutte revolutionnaire
portant atteinte non seulement aux bases du syst~me colonial mais egalement aux
fondements de notre prop re societe,comme nation et comme peuple. Mais a cette etape,
peut-on procedar a une telle liberation?

Voyons.

Nous nous trouvons dans une p~riode o~ les forces imp~rialistes se disposent avec
dynamisme et tenacite sur la scene africaine. L'alliance des colonialistes portugais,
des regimes racistes de l'Afrique australe etde l'imperialisme est presente sur notre
continent. Son influence se sent nettement. Son action provoque des sursauts dans la
vie africaine. Le neocolonialisme est un fait. Dans toute l'Afrique, il faut encore
lutter pcur l'independance: pour l'independance politique dans quelques regions, pour
l'independance ~conomique dans d'autres, pour l'independance culturelle a peu pr~s
partout.

/

L'imperialisme cherche au maximum a maintenir les sources de matieres premieres et la
main d'oeuvre a bon marche. C'est le phenomena auquel se heurte non seulement l'Afrique
ma1S tout le soi-disant "Tiers-Monde".

En ce monde divis~ en
socialiste et le bloc
tentative d'~quilibre

blocs, parmi lesquels on distinguait habituellement le
capitaliste, a surgi le non alignement comme un moyen,

/ . ~ /et de defense des m01ns developpes.

bloc
une
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Au sein de cette division, ce sont les forces socialistes qui arborent le drapeau de
l'internationalisme et qui, en r~alite, donnent le plus grand appui aux mouvements de
liberation.

/Mais aujourd'hui, le bloc socialiste se trouve divise, affaibli par d'inconciliables
conceptions ideologiques. Les relations de solidarite qui faisaient de ces pays une
forteresse de fer, imp~netrable, se sont brisees et elles sont loin de se retablir.

Les relations de solidarit~ se sont modifiees et des conflits de plus ou moins grande
importance souillent i 'ic;eC'lproclame par le socialisme.

Ainsi, de m~me que nous recontrons sur les marches de plusieur.s pays africains les
produits de pays domines par l'ennemi, de l'Afrique de Sud, de Portugal, de la Rhodesie,
nous voyons avec grande preoccupation l'accroissement de relations cornrnerciales et
culturelles, specialement entre le Portugal, et quelques pays socialistes.

Ainsi la lib~ration nationale en Afrique
fort solides dans l'arene internationale
ou id~ologique qui comptent. Ce ne sont
la plupart des cas d 'autres intere'ts qui
liberation et le monde.

(soyons realistes!) ne dispose pas de bases. . / ..et ce ne sont pas les aff~n~tes pol~t~ques
pas non plus les objectifs eux-memes mais dans
dominent les relations entre les forces de

,.
Nous sornrnesa une autre epoque. Le monde se transforme et nous devons constater le
fait.

\ ,. ~
Ainsi, les interstices par ou peut penetrer l'ennemi sont nombreux. Cependant, cornrne
facteur essentiel, nous devons reconnaitre que la lutte de liberation nationale est une
cause a laquelle peu de gens, aujourd'hui, refusent leur appui, plus ou moins sincere.
L'ind~pendance politique est pour ia m~iorite 2fricaine une acquisitiop de ~otre temps.

Et cornrneplusieurs courants politiques et tendances ideologiques s~nt en jeu, avec des
intere'ts parfois antagonistes, les mouvements de liberation se voient conf ront.es avec
le probleme de leur independance politique et ideologique, le probleme de la preservation
de leur personnalite qui doit refleter l'image sociale de leur pays.

La pr~servation de l'INDEPENDANCE n'est pas facile et parfois la lutte est affectee
par nos propres contradictions. Ces contradictions. Ces contradictions peuvent
provenir des divergences de conception, d'ou d~coule la definition de l'ennemi et celle
de nos objectifs.

Quelques-uns aimeraient vo~r les mouvements de liberation prendre la vo~e de la lutte
de classes cornrneen Europe. D'autres aimeraient la voir raciste: Don Quichotte
lanc~ contre le moulin a vent de peau blanche. D'autres aimeraient la voir tribalis~e,
f~deralisee selon des cri teres imagin~s par eux pour un pays qu'ils ne connaissent pas.
D'autres, idealistes, aimeraient que cette voie soit celle du compromis politique avec
l'ennemi.

. .'pouvo~r, soum~s a
des mouvements de
de l'exterieur de

Ces tentatives de transformer les mouvements de lib~ration en satellistes de partis au
I

un paternalisme inadmissible, s'expliquenL par le fait que la majorite
liberation qui menent une lutte armee, doivent le faire a partir
leur patrie.

L'exil produit ses effets.

"Le pire mal que no us ont fait les Portugais, disait un des plus intelligents de mes
amis, c'est de nous obliger a mener une lutte de liberation a partir de l'exterieur"
Je suis d'accord.

L'organisation de l'Unite Africaine qui, sp~cialement sur le plan politique, a fait
quelque chose pour valoriser les mouvements de liberation nationale, devra encore les
aider suffisarnment pour qu'ils deviennent ind~pendants. Ainsi, l'O.U.A. respectera
les convenances et les interventions prograrnrnatiques des diff~rentes organisations, en
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accord avec la r~alite du pays.
Le dialogue entre l'Afr~~ue incependante et l'Afrique dependante n'est pas encor
satisfaisant et par cela m;me, les combats politiques ne se developpent pas avec la
force n~cessaire.
Nous pourrions nous ~tendre sur les diff~rentes nuances de l'action politique pour
demontrer nos insuffisances, mais je ne desirerais pas en ce moment, donner l'impression
d'avoir des intentions critiques pour ce qui est de l'appreciation du moment que nous
traversons en cette phase de lib~ration.

Je dirai seulement que, par exemple, nous pourrions collaborer davantage sur le plan
economique de fa~'on a engager la bataille dans ce domaine ~galement. En ce qui concerne
le Portugal, le pillage de nos richesses comme le petrole, le cafe, les diamants, le fer,
etc., tous des produits commercialises par des organisations internationales auxquelles
participent des Africains, pourrait etre emp~che ou du moins diminue.

Bienvenue ~galement serait une association des mouvements de liberation dans des
echanges de vues sur des problemes cruciaux de notre temps et qui vont certainement
affecter le developpement de notre continent, tels, par exemple, l'association renforc~e
de l'Afrique dans le March~ commun ou les problemes de la Securite Europeenne.

Finalement, nous pourrions encore nous arreter plus longuement a des
exp~riences v~cues au cours de cette lutte de lib~ration nationale.
vous remerciant de votre attention, Monsieur le Pr~sident, Mesdames,

reflexions
Je termini
Messieurs,

sur les
~c~, en
Camarades.
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