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ANGOLAN NATIONALISN

Today the peoples of the "Third World" (non-aligned
countries) have jolned the makers of History. They have
created a new equilibrium in international relations and
their actions proveoke a worldwide echo. Events in thls
Third World interest and concern all the peoples of the
planet.

Angola, yesterday a country that Tfew people could
locate on & map and unknown to world public opinion, has
today, with the begimning of its armed struggle faor indepen-—
dence, definitely entered on the great scene of History.

It is not our purpose to discuss the programs of the
political parties or the short=-term tactics which accompany
the armed fighting. It is rather to locate this vast movement
of national liberation in its general context, to try to
indicate the historical landmerks and the specific events which
heve given rise to the struggle that is occurring in Angola.

Due to its colonial context, the strugzle of natlonal
liberation in Africa has specific special features. Conse-
guently one cannot analyss validly any of the struggles for
African independence apd human digrity without taking into
consideration the system of the particular cclonizing ecountry
in question.

In regard to the evolution of the nationalist movement
in a Portugucse colony, it is important to point to two
sssentisl factors that have seriously held back its progress.
In the first place, the isolation imposed by the colenial
system together with the character of' the eonstitution in
force in Fortugal herself for ths last 35 years, have placed
Angola in the deepest zoné of silence of Afriea. Secondly,
due to the fact that colonial administration made any
legitimate and open political confrontation of the masses

impoesible, glandestinity became a permansnt factor of
political organization.

From a general point of wview one can say that the
precedence of events which took place in those parts of the
African continent under French, Belgian and British colonial
rule prevented, one after the other, warld attentlon from
focussing on the Portugucse colonies. At the seme time the
regime of Salazar perfected a propaganda machine designed to
make the thesis of "territorial integration" snd "spiritual
gessimilation” plsusible.

Portuguese colonies have, until recently, been the only
argas of Africa where modern political struggle has never taken
legsl forms. BSince the 30's, for example, there has not been in
Angola any public confrontation of the people with a party or a
political leadership, In fact, the appearance of an organized
lesdership (o leader) in the rewvolt is a phenomenen that emerges
in the late phases of Angolan nationalism. There have been of
course scme viclent speeches during electoral campaigns for the
presidency of the Portuguese Republic made by Angolan tribuncs
who wanted to take adventsge of thle opportunity to present a
publie demunciation of the miserable living conditions of the
people. Such was the case during the clectorel campaign of
1948 which has however e mere episode and not a menifestation
of & permanent and stable political activity, based on a party
structure, defying the colonial administration. For this
reason the Portuguese sutheritics have been the only oncs to
speak io the world sbout thelr colcnisl policies.
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The spectacular eruption of the Angolan Naticnalism that
has found expression in an armed struggle has spotlighted the
nonsense of Portugucse government propaganda. One remembers in
this connection, arguments advancod by the theorists of Fortu-
guese colonislism and by the Brazilian socioclogist, Gilberto Freyre,
according to whom nationalist feeling could never emerge in the
"oversess provinces".

According to them, raciael fraternity, the understanding
attitude of the colonizers and the co-cxistence of the black and
white communities of Angols for five centuries necessarily
eliminated tha possibilities of African nationalism in this
country. FPresent realities pul tnese soguments 1n questlon.
Kevertheless, officisl circlcs in Lisbon eclaim that nationalist
aetivity in Angolas is the work of foreigners or Angolans who
have emigrated to the former Belglan and French Congos.

The line of development of the Angolan liberation movement
is sufficiently clear to demonstrate the faleity of these
assertions. Let us retrace the various stages.

Among the rcblems faced by the Portuguese liberal
monsrchy, towards 1856, was the effective occupation of these
game colonies. Actions to that end were intensified following
the decisions taken at the Berlin conference. During the
ensuing military campaigns, Portuguese troops met numerous
severe setbacks becouse of the strong resistance of the African
population of Angola. A case in point 1s the reslistance of the
people of Dembos whosSe insubordination has sinee been designated
by Portugucse historisns as the “shame of the nation".

Fifteocn succeseive expeditions were necessary to obtain
the "pacification" of an area which in 196 had only 55,000
inhabitants. From 1872 on, the people of Dembos variously
renewed their fight against the Portuguese srmy and rebelled
against colonisl sdministrations that committed numerocus
pbuses in the collection of taxes and the exploitation of small
merchants, Between 1872 and 4907 the Portuguese did not
silccesd in thelr attempts to establish military outposts. A
lerge expedition, the famous columm of 4907, under the command
of captain Joao de Almeida, which was 20 times larger than the
revious contingent was completely wiped out by the native
%natiunaliat] forces.

The same fate was accorded to the expeditions of 1303,
1HF and 1H 8. PFinally, in October 199, the Portuguese using
Angolans from other regions, and soldlers from ilozambigue,
emerged temporarily victorious against the national resiatance
in ths area of Dembos.

Thus, Angolan nationalism takes its inspiration from the
etruggles of the rural populations asgainet the domination of
Portugusse troops as well as from the campalpgns conducted by
journslists and intellectuals of the country durdng the years
before the ascension of Balazar to power.

As soon as the militery occupation was completed,
Portugusse forces were ubed to ligquidate phyeically the
traditional chiefs and fto destroy the tribal structure in
order to impose direct domination. The administrative
occupation that had begun in 1922 was occompanled by the
expropriation of lands and goods, by the impositlon of head
taxes as well as by a oystem of forced labour, During this
phese, the lnst outbursts of popular resistance were seen in
the armed revolts that broke cut in several areas of the country
from 1924 to 1939,
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At the same time ancther type of political strugegle
was organized by Angolans living in the urban areas, the
Wagssimilados”. These small groups of assimilated Angolans,
mostly civil servants, commercial clerks, small land owners,
artisans ani workers, used the press as well as regional
asgociations to denounce the thefts and the plundering of
the colonial system., During this pericd the strugzlc was
particularly ruthless. Many African publicists were, if not
deported, sentenced to the leoss of thelr civil and political
rights.

Sglazar's arrival to power was to deal a mortal blow to
all politicel agitation in Angola., Nevertheless certain
African associations were established in 1929, particularly
tna Liga Hacional Africana (L.N.A.) and the Gremio Afrdcano,
called later cn, gssggiacag Regionel dos Natupa ;
(tnangola), whose purpose was to gain, by means
pressure, better economic and social conditione.

With the progressive increase of the number of gaettlers
and the increasing control of the Portuguese in all aspects of
Angolan life, most of the members of these associations
realized that the use of reformist methods in the open fight
sgzinet the colonial administration ecould not be successful.
These associations were the scens of divisions and conflicis
for the generation of cur parents, csught in a historical
situation demand ng a radical change of methods of struggle
used hitherto.

The pertisans of legal reforms, & minority among the
active Angolans, sought the support of the colonial adminis-
tration which, in its turn, took advantage of the existence
sf these candidates of tresson to decpen the division among
the Angolans, Others, at the same time recommended econsistent
political activity linkéd to the so-ealled native population.
They rropesed two methods; admission of Angolans deprived of
political and eivil rights to membership of these organlza-
ticns, and extension of their pelitical, social and cultural
aeticn to the mass of the people.

L4 erieis developed among the lesdership particularly
within the L.N.A., The minority, opposed to any connection
with the masses, gave up the struggle. Taking advantage of
the erisis, the Portuguese authorities were able, through
corruption and bribery and moral pressure, to infiltrate into
these associations agents of their security police and
succesded in replscing the elected leadership by administrative
commiseions named by the General Governor of the Colony. 48
time went by, the older generation lost hope in the success of
the struggle ageainst the Portuguese colonial administration.

The end of the Second World War saw the begimming of a
new stage of the Angolan national movement. The Angolan youth
of Luanda having digested the prececdent political experiences
in the light of the new histerleal context, made a noisy
entrance on the public sccne in about 1948. The young men
begen by developing activities within the legol associations
directed toward the Africen messes, and trying to overcome the
gap between the so-called "eivilized" and "native" Angolens.

A campaign against illiteracy was organiged and an
effort made to give a nationalistic sense to cultural works.
Angolan youth, in sccord with the new ideas circulating in
the world, brought through their literary work 1 new message
which erystslized the naticnal feeling. Magazines and cultural
newspapers were forging political awareness. The colonial
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administration was quick to put an end to this agitation by

the Angclan youth who were the avant-garde of the legal struggle.
This left only one poseibility of continuing the struggle for
the national awakening of the masses: the organization of
political clandestinity.

From thi& point on the Angolan political movements were
to grow and develop in a climate of police terror. In order to
advance the idea of the urgent need of creating clandestine
national organizations, serious studies were made in Angola
dealing with international situastion and with the nature of
faseism. These studies were widely distributed in the whole
country by a group of young urban dwellers.

The REEEié&.ﬂ2.LuLﬂ_H212Egiaé_aizinanna_iﬁ_snsnlﬁ (P.L.U.AL)
was crested in 1953, and in 1956 the leaders of the P.L.U.A. and

other organizations issucd a mapifesto calling for the formation

of a vast grouping and tmus founded the Populer Liberation
Movement of Angola (M.P.L.A.). After a brief analysis of the

Lrocess of imperialist domination of African peoples, the
Manifesto reviewed the essential aspects of the Portuguese
colonial domination in Angola from the political, economie,
socisl and cultural points of view.

"ye are humiliated as individuals as well as a nation"
obserwed the Manifesto which dencunced the new orientation of
the Portuguese colonizl policy based on the attempts of genocide
against the Angolan pecple, the subordination of the masses to
foreced labour, the detribalisation, the lack of sanitary
assistance and the dreadful rate of infantile mortality. In
recent days, adds the kanifesto, Portuguese colonial oppression
has increased because of the penetration in Angola (via
Portuguese coleonialists) of foreign capital, monopolies and
international trusts.

In face of this situation, it invited the /ngolan people
to organize and to Struggle on &ll fronts and under all condi-
tions "for the liguidation of Portuguese colonielism, for
fngolan independence, for a democratic government, a coalition
government of all the forces that have fought Portuguese
colonialism. However, Portuguese coleonialism will not fall
without & desperate fight. Therefore, only one way exists to
liberate the Angolan people: that of reveolution. But this
struggle can reach its goal only through a united front of
all the anti-colenial foreces of Jingola, regardless of political
opinions, social situstions, religious beliefs and philesophical
tepdencies. Only through the formation of a wide popular
movement for the liberation of Angola. This movement shall
not however constitute a membership of all Angolan patriots to
only ong organization or asscciation. This movement shall be
the sam of the activities of Jjngolan organizations." Such
were the idess thaot spread among the inhabitants of the whole
country. Peasants, workers, civil servants, intellectuals and
religious leasders adhered to the program of M.F.L.A. Jmong
other organizations that were also created was the
for Nati a (M.I.N.A.) founded in 1958,

i loter on fused with M.P.L.A.

Angolan nationalist tendencies developed also among the
emigrant eireles of the Congo, in particulsr the messianie
movement of Simao Toco. Born in Angola, in 1A 7, this
religious leader hed emigrated to the Congo (Leopoldville)
where he created and developed the organization nown by his
name. The movement whose essential goals were to be realized
by the practice of peaceful civil discbedience to the laws of
the colonial administrnotion, had a large following in the
interior of Angola. Expelled from the Congo, 8imaoc Toco went
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back to hie native land where the Portuguese suthorities took
measures againet him and hie followers going so far as to deport
them to the concentration camp of Baila dos Tigres. Today he is
employed as an assistant to the lighthouse keeper of FPorto
Alexandre.

Beveral ather groupings, based sometimes on ethnic and
cultural sometimes on regional ties, geve birth in the Congo
{Leopoldwille and Bragzzawville), at first to some friendly and
mitual sssocciations, and later to true Angolan nationalist
movements, sided by the evelution of political events in these
regions. Let us mention among them the Uplap das Populagoes do
gr which became in 1958 the Unigo das Populacoes de

av
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Gapinda (i.3.E.C.) boday Mouvement de Liberation de I'inviave
de Cpbinds (M.L.E.C.) and L Allisnce des Ressortissants de
Egmhg ALTAZO,

To come back to the interior course of events, it is
important to mention the essentisl facts that have, since
41956 merked the life of the nationslist movements in Angola,
The Portuguese, having decided to face a changing political
eituastion showing definite signs of naetionslist restlessnese,
installed their Security police, the International Folice for
Defense of the State (PTDE) in the celony, in the beginning of
1957. The persecution of Angolan nationaliste took a new
character at this point and it was aystematically organized.
The first Secretary Generasl of M.P.L.A., Virlato Cruz, was
forced to escape and Bcught refuge in Burcpe.

1958 was a year particularly marked by political activity..
By means of tracts, programs of action, proclamations of the
enti-ooloninlist struggle and the organigation of clandestine
schools, the agitation of the Angolan masees continued to
increase and to bother the Portuguese, Luanda's population will
recall for & long time a certain Easter Sunday of 41959 ams a
tragic date in the annals of /Angelan nationalism. The 29th
March of that yesr marked the first spectacular operation of
terror set loose by FIDE against the African masses of the
capital city. Notorious nationalists and those suspected
of participation in political movements were imprisoned. The
peaceful population was treated with viclence.

Within the fremework of the defense of "overseas provinces",
the Portugusce Under-8ecretary of Aeronoutics presided on the
264h April, 1959, ot a cersmony installing the Portuguese Air
Porea in Angola, a cercmony that demonstrated the destructive
powers of their weapons. Luanda press was deliricus over the
event. The "Comercio de Jingola", for instance, which dedicated
neerly an entire issue to these manifestations, begins by
ecalling all these war flights "The first Festivel of the Angolan
dlr Poree®. JAnd it goes on, "It was with emotion and enthusiasm
thet a tremendous populer mses of ogver 400,000 people attended
the demonstration of the Air Force.,"

The parade of the paratroopers at the alrport also
roceived & great ovation... exemples of attacks with napalm
bombs as well as intensive machine gun fire on targets, had
elmply overwhelming effects... It i8, in sny case, certain that
the operations took place in e military fashion, the authori-
ties heving clearly indicocted that they would not hesitate to
use thio form of combat to subdue an eventusal anti-coloniel
rebellion or even to prevent its occurrence.

To begin with, the Isunching of paratroops (it is to be
remarked thaet the firet paratrocper to reach the ground was the
Roman Catholice chaplain who had sccompanied the JAir Force from
(Lisbon). Secondly, napalm bombs (45 kgs) and machine-gun fire.
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"Mert, athletiam doing the goose step, the soldiers astonished
the European population", and the enthusiastic colonial press
continues, "meny cbservers had apperently only cne wish: that
all this demonstration of forece be not only an exercise."

Other such manifestations were organized in southern
regions of angola: Nova-Lisboa, Ba da Bandeira, Lobito,
Benguela., .t the Fortuguese National iAssembly, the colonial
deputy of Mozambique, colony of the Bastern coast, demanded the
establiskment of military forces.

Hailing the war flights of the "First Festival of the
Adlr Porece" in a Portuguese colony, the General Governor
declared, "In our days peace is8 possible only when Stsates
dispose of sufficient forces to face the threats of agitators
ard disturbers who sre generally inspired by Commuinism under
ite most veiled forms. 4 counfiry cen be defended only within
a military frameword, and every piece of Portuguese territory
mist be provided with land, sea and air forces, constantly
present and vigilant to prevent the yielding to covetousness
and to false ldeas." And he continues, "these troops must have
& moral forece strong enough to resist all kind of propaganda
intending to undermine them, since it ie well known that the
army is the main obstacle to any diffusion of propagands.
This is & peried of leaftlets... which considers the military
force g2 the obetructing foe. Evidently thesc leaflets have
now mede their spparition even in Angola..."

A new state of vigilance was gallsd for. More then 4150
pecple were imprisoned during the month of July 1959 in the
single town of Luanda. Ilidio Machado, intellectual and
nationalist leader of M.P.L.iA., was arrested in Lisbon during
his vacation. After these numerocus impriscnments, PIDE prepared
the triel of 57 people (50 .Angolans and 7 Burcpeans). This
"Trial of the 50" wss presented by the Portugusse political
police a8 & vast conspiration organized within Angola. It was
composed of three different trials: the firat one coneerning
15 Angolens (one of them from Polnte-Heolre, one Guinean, one
Jmerican Negro and & Cubsn Wegro):; the second concerning 7
Portuguese, and the third for 32 Angelan nationalists, 20 of
which were being held in Iuasnda and 12 lived in the Congo, in
Eurcpe, in Brazil or elsewhare.

The cccused belonged to the most diverse soclial circles:
eivil servants, commercial employees, male nurseﬂ= workers,
intellectuals and students. "The Trial of the 50" showed to
what extent the struggle for Angolan independence had developed
and demonsirated the organizational cepacities of the various
nationalist movements.

The reading of the trial proceesdings made us realize that
the Angolan Nationmlist movement had arrived st a turning point
which would lead it on one hand to the organization of
clandestinity, End on the other hand to the constitution of a
united front of liberation. If PIDE had not at this point
decided to hold out & dragnet, the political course of events
in Angela would present today a more posltive aspect, since the
nationelistes had been trying to reslize the union and asagciation
of all nationalist forces.

The procecdings of this trial began towards the end of
1959, but the date of judgement, fixed primarily for ths Tth
Jarch, 1960, was put off scveral times, In August 1960, with
the purpose of confusing the true lssue involved in the Angolan
nationglist struggle, PIDE demanded the triel of the 7 Portu-
guese accused of having distrivuted clandestine leaflets calling
for irdependence of the colony. Theose men were Bubsequently
geentenced to jail terms from I months to 3 years and to the
loss of their political rights for 415 jyears. The Suprema Court

siaslt



o

1

3 ol

of Tuetice of Lisbon, after revieing the triel. increased the
BELLONCES Lo & Winduug of [1Ve yeblwa

On 5th December of the same year, the military eocurt or
Luanda undertook a show trial of 20 Angolan nationalists,
members of M,P.L.A. and other politieal groups. Iuring this
trial all kinds of irregularitics were done: isolation of the
defense lawyers prevented from consulting the proceedings,
from visiting thelr eclicnts and even from hearing the witnesses
of tlie defense. aware of thelr responsibilities as struggling
nationalists, the mocused people refused to grant to a foreign
court the right to judge them, an attitude which gave to the
great mojority of Portuguese lawyers the pretext to abandon
their defense. Only two lawyers, Almelda Veladas and Marla
do Carmo Medina, courageously contirmued the defense, an act
which bprought them immediste reprisal from FIDE.

On December 248t the 20 Angolan patriots were sentenced
to jail terma from 3 to 40 years with loss of their political
rights for a pericd of 15 years. "The Trial of the 50" was
the first official acknowledgment of the existence of /mgolan
nationelist movement hoving ramificetions throughout the
country, snd the following testimony of an Jfngolan girl
describes well the development of jAngolan national conscious-
ncss betwean 1956 and 4959,

"Our private and publie life in Luanda had become more and
more unbearsble: we were being surveyed in church, unsafe at
home and ridieuled in scheel. Everywhere cur survival depdnded
on the Portuguese will and sbuses were "our daily bread". I was
obliged to carry always my identification card with me to avoid
being srrested on the street and consecuently sent away to where
gervents were in demand., I often saw white officers flogging
my people, under the burning sun of March, if they did not
work fast enough, We, native women, were often attacked by
white men though to a lesser degree than the Portuguese
poldiers are doing today. I have alWways seen, wherever
natives were belng ill-treated, Bche bleck women speaking up
to defy their oppresscor,’ I Ffelt strengthened by the courage
of my illiterate sisters, but at the same time I was ashamed
of my own silent cowardice and pessivity before all this
eruelty and injustice.

Early in 1956, I had s decisive experience: with about
RO other slaves ?cuntratadns}, I covered more than 4,000 kKllo-
meters. All my life I had seen and heard elaves around me, but
this time the irmediate victims represented a witness of what

I waes searching for. On the road, my brothers sang & sed melody
in Kimbunda (our langumage), mourning the difficulty of forced
labor, wondering when they would return home end asking why

they hnd not died before. Their refrain was that conditions
would change, they had to change some day. I saw some of them
weeping as they sang. Then we stopped in the villege of one of
these men to allow him to say good=bye to his unfortunate wife,
his innocent son, his poor mother and frienmds, The moment the
E-year old son asked his father when he would return wos the
most impressive. Smiling couru;ecruﬁl;ril the father took the

boy in his arms, saying simply, "I don't ¥now." This touching
scene brought a decp silence upon us, broken only by the
dhouting of the white driver, "Vamos embora, rapaz" (Let's go,
boy). The last tears and the last words were exchanged and the
truck left, hiding the village and its people in a cloud of dust
and insecurity.

Tr ¢ things that rezlly influenced my life were my parents
and our meaningful family 1life, the first seven years of my l1life
gpent in the hinterland whers I saw and experienced many diffi-
cult gitustions,; my two primary school teachers and, later on,
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my contacts with other students, particularly san sgriculturist
ernd o Roman Catholic priest. I was obliged to work for a year
before completing my 7-yesr high school studies., On ny way to
work, I had to go through the overcrowded Sambizanga slums
where life for the natives mich more miserable and exacting than
I had ever suspected. The horrible conditions of life of my
poor pecple of Sambizanga made me reflect seriously on the
poesibilitics of helping them restore their human dignity; of
changing our national situation and of uniting the hundres of
fellow-countrymen belonging to the underground nationalist
movenent that straggled for the freedom of our country.

FIDE, the Portuguese security police, became more and
more cmnipresent and omniseient, and the nationalists had to
be very careful in their contacts. I did, however, try to
meet some of the active membere of the underground movement
but, being a teenager, I did not succeed at once. I decided
therefore to organize my own friends and began by inviting
them individually for tea, at our home, and there I would ask
them sbout their ideas concerning our national situation. We
all agreed that the Portuguese had already gone far enpugh,
that they had to be stopped, so that we could at least have
the right to breathe freely in our own couniry. Some of these
young people were already members of the nationalist movement,
and others were encouraged to follow them. Some of my friends
mist have talked to mombers of the underground movement about
my tea invitotions, since a member of the nationalist movemsnt
entrusted me with a pesponsible task. 1 think that my first
service plessed my fellow-countrymén because they demanded more
and more of my co-operation. I -was grateful to be working
instead of studying at that time for it enabled me %o help
more. One day I was introduced to most of the leaders and
some of them did not like o teensper mingling in such serious
affairs. At the bepinning I was scmewhat discouraged by this
distrust but 1ittle by Little I gained their confidence snd was
finally grantsd membership. At this polnt, I could resume my
interrupted studies. Theréfore, nationslist activities do mot
constitute an pbstacle to furthering one's education.

In the meantime, the active nationalista became aware of
the fect that they were being followed by PIDE. I was disturbad
by the presence of & whits FIDE agent at the corner of our house,
who insulted me many times. .Jlso, I shall never forget the
evening a police car stopped next to me as I was returning home
eorrying some neationalist materdsl under my erm. I could hapdly
breathe but the car went oway almost immedlately. When I
arrived at homeg, the same cer head already stopped at our door.

I rushed into the hHouse throupgh another entrance to hide the
documents a8 best as I could, thinking that my turn had come
tut nothing happened. The same evening, to my great sorrow, I
turned the plctures of our naticnmlist group. However, I did
keep some “"dsngerouws", undeveloped films that I did nn% wont
to destroy. Without teking time to dine, not saying a word to
my parents, I left in search of a place to hide my treasure.
ilow PIDE could return, they would find neothing. The next day,
as I was listening to a newsbrofdcast from Radic-Brazzaville,
a friend of the nationalist group arrived and nsked me, "What
wos that white man listening from your window outdoors? He
left as soon a8 I came in". I was relieved to know that I hed
either burned or hidden all "dangercus" documents.

In spite of &1l this, we continued our work, discuesing
with our brothers and sisters how to stand up for our rights
end how to fight stuses and injustices. Being most of the time
ocbliged to reassure myself, I wos novertheless afraid for my
friends ard never did I tell them or my porents my exporiences
with PIDE. I wanted to avolid inerecsing their snxiety.
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Then I wase granted a scholership to pursue my studies
abrosd. It was s bod time to leave my defenseless pecple, at
the merey of the Portupguese, and sven more so to leave my
companions of the Nationslist movement. .4 farewell worty was
glven for me to which a PIDE agent introduced himself disguised
85 & man looking for & friend among us. None of us was decelived

With a heavy heart I left Imanda in February 1959 and a
month later mozt of oy companions were srrested. They still
hover between 1life and death in a Portuguese prison today.
There is one thing I shall never understand: how end why PIDE
let me leave ANGOLA efter having surveyed ny movements for such
&8 long period of time."

a8 the myth of the total adherznce of the Angolan natives
to the FPortuguese nation was being radically shaken, it becams
ansler for the political movements to impose the reality of
Jdngolen nationalism on &n international level., Moreover, sineca
1957, the nationalists of different Portuguese colonles in
africa studied the best way of smipporting the liberation struggle
within their respective countiries.

Firat of all, they intended to unify the liberstion
movements of all the Portupuese colonies. The first united

front, the Anti- alist Mov t (MAC) was created in
Burope oy militents of WFLA, the gfrdcan Party of Guinean
ol

(PAI)}, and by natienalists coming from Mozambique,
Cape Verde, 5t. Thomas and Prince. In Jamusry 4960, at the
time of the second African Peoples Confercnce, MPLA and the

Guinean PAT ecreated the W%ﬂifﬂﬂm_mt i
Independ Colonies (FRAIN) and dissolved MAC.
Conferepce des

In its turn, LN was dissolved by the
Ong Eﬁnigr@:mimwmmmwﬁ, in April
of 1961, It ie during the ".ifrican Year" that the Angolan

netlonalist movement found the necessary support for the
definite ostablishment of outside of'fices atteched to
independent Sfrican povernmente.

The Fortupiese reactlons to the spproaching proclamation
of the Congo's ﬁLeﬂpolﬂvillu} independence are well known: s
Preventlve military sction increasing the patrols snd the
aerial forces protecting the fAngolan borderlines. Going far
beyond brutalitiee and repressive measures against the popula-
tion, the police arrested political leaders and Angolan
personallities, such ae Dr. jgostinho Neto snd the Reverend
Fether Joadquim Pinto de aAndrads, at the and of June 1 960.

In 8 declaration of June 43th, 1950, MPL.A states that
it would consider the following as signs of the rejsetion, on
the part of the Portuguese government, of the use of force:
"the urgent and effective realization of the principle of
gelf-determination for the .ngolan people, the establishment
of politicael liberties, the convocation of & round table bafore
the end of 41960 inecluding the representatives of all angolan
politicnl partics to discuss with the representatives of the
Pcrtuguﬁse a pesceful sclution to the eolonisl problem in
JANE0le .

MFLA with the other Angolan nationalist orgsnizations
made 1t clear that their position at a moment where everything
indicated that the Sslazar government was preparing iteclf to
drown in blood s nationalist uprieing going, if necessary, to
the peint of proveking it. The Portuguese government instead
of engeging in s discussion on the issues thet opposed us to
the colonial sdministration, responded by a reinfeorcemant of
the repressive apparatus in owr country end by the sleughter
of our pecple. In Hovember 4960, twenty nine political
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prisconers, most of them from Csbindas, were executed in the
court of the losal jail.

Urgent calls were coming to us from the interior of
Angola: the masses insisted on the creation of orpanized
plana for an active self-defense. Faced with the ever greater
intensity of the repression and the pressure coming from the
magses, WPLA defined once again 1tz attitude towards Portuguese
cbetinaey. &t a press conference in London, at the Chamber of
Communes, on December 6th, 4960, MPLA together with other
organizations of Portugusse colonics (particularly the African
Party for the Independence of Guinea and the Political
Convention of Goa) reaffirmed that the Portuguese government,
instead of considering the propositions for a pesceful solution
of the colonisl problem, was intensifying ite preparation for
wor. We declared that the Salagar government left only one
elternative to the nationalist movemenis of the Portuguese

colonies: to resort to dirget ackiom.

The Portuguese did not hesitate to demonstrate, by
deeclarations as well as by conerete measures, that they
interded to econtinue their classic methods of exploitation
and their fight to remain the sole master of our countries.

For salong time already, Luanda's population had intended
to liberate the lesdsrs of MPLA and other nationalists being
held in their town. The audacity of our militants in the attack
of the military and civil prisons of Luanda, in February 1961,
mnmwbemmMdetmcanGfWthMiwwﬂu
in the country and by the nationsl conseiousness of our people.

s we had foresesn the Portuguese government, cbstinate
in maintaining its domination and system of oppression, was to
impel the .ngolan maescs to direet action by the very farce of
clircumstances.

The cireumstances that precceded the attack on the prisons
showed the level of revolutionary conseiousness of Angolan
patriots, It was their pelitical meturity that made them take
advantage of the presence of séveral journalists waiting for
the arrival of "Santa Maria" in order to better alert interna-
tional opinlon.

It i8 nct true that the pistols used in the attack of
February Lth had been provided by the Socialist Republic of
Czechoslavakia., They had been taken from Portuguese policemen
during & preceeding assault by MPLa militants on police jesps
patrolling the Negro quarters of Luanda. In spite of their
seemingly suicidal character, these attacks have brought the
angolan situation to national and internationil awarences.

The importance of the attacks on the civil and military
prisons of the capital of Angola does not need to be demonstrated,
gince it 18 beginning with this coursgeous action that the vast
£ield of popular insurrection has spread all over the country,
that insecurity has established itself in the body and scul of
tha Portuguese colonizers.

The forces of repression responded tc these evenls by the
means et their disposal. On February 5th, following some
provocations that cccurrcd during the funsral of Fortuguese
2t A eay #1117 he ww =i Vddamdbe  ther vpnosadad Lo the
slaughier ol J,J00 Adlgulal gatl’lold. LG, O UBlawely WLuLSHEgG
other events that heve not been brought to international public
attenticn.

Bevernsl nationalists who had participated in the attacks
mentioned sbove, Bucceeded in escaping Fortuguese repression and
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fled to the Eastern regions of the country. In Baixa do
Cpssange, district of Halenge, they organized the plantation
workers who revolted egainst the sbusive practices of an
agricultural compemy ecalled Cocotonang. The attacks were
directed against Burepean properties, officiel regional
government residences and againet a Roman Catholie missien,
Eowever, few white men were killed. There again, the

reactio n of the Portuguese forces was viglent: wvillages

were bombed and dccording to certain sources, 10,000 Jngolans
milled.

The governor of the Malenge distriet, Mr. Monteiro, a
native from Cape Verde islands, after e personal investigation
of this effeir, sent & report to the General Governor concerning
the coereive methods ueed by the Cootonang Company. He also
sent leaflets, written in Kimbundu, mentioning the refussl of
the Angolan people to cultivate cotton against their will.
liaturally, the colonial company obtained eatisfaction and
Wr. Monteiro was relieved of his position.

c o 3 O N

You have followed the itinerary of the nationalist
movement in Angola, its demends ard the reactions of the
colonial administratlon.

We have tricd to draw the essentinl steps in the
formation of a natlonal consclousness in Angelao, while
keeping ourselves sbove the present factional struggles.
That is why we did not deal with events beyond the 15th
March which reprssent a now chapter in the history of
Jngolen notionalism. ; f 2

- L

The struggle for liberation has shown firdt of all the
immediate aspect of a resistance to the military occcupation
of the Partupuese snd to thé annexation of lands.' Until the
arrival of Salazar to power, the nationallists were able to use
legdl forme of combat, Lut their demands found fewer and fewer
echoes on on international level. The past 30 years durlng
which fingclan naticnalism has faced a regime of colondal
exploitation, the most ferocious that Africa has known,
represents the greast period of the clandestine struggle.
During this veriod, the Angolan people has gained energy,
cournge snd foreign allionces. JAll this made an armed struggle

poBaible., s
Several concluslons ceen be drawn at thie state gf%ggﬁaarch,
regarding the cheracteristice of Jngolen nationalism: '’

¥u It is o stifled nationalism which has developed in a
climate of peculiar secrecy. The nationalists finding it
imposeibls to organize the rural masses, at the beginning,
approached cbove all the urban masses and a certain elite; who
were thos the first to be affected by the propagenda of the
nationalist perdfies. Moreover, the colonial administration
maintained sec A ivisions and created a gap between the
Uajviligea® an - .ae "uncivilized" Angolans. Most of the
secret organizations have adopted the group es a base of their
structure, and these groups rerresent genuine cells defending
the Afriean communal interests.

B while the messianic movement of Simoo Toco hee not gone
beyond a refusal of obedience to the civil lows, it can be sald
that the Jngolsn nationalist movement has shown from the start
a revolutionsry aspect in its demands, in the sense that the
parties, in their traets, demanded loss an improvement of the
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conditions of the colonized than an overthrow of the colonial
Bystem itself. This attitude is eansily understood, when one
takea in sccount the obstinasey and lock of reslism of the
Fortuguese eolonial poliey. In other wards, the reastien of
the Portugucse administration end the permanence of the old
colonial blemishes: forccd lebour, illiteracy, econcmic and
Bocial misery and racisl discrimination, have ippelled the
angolen nationalists to revolutionize their position. The
nstive population did not feel itself concerned with the few
measures ol spcial promotion which the ecolonial power intro-
duced from time to time in the country, such as, the nomination
in 1953 of two representatives of "notive interests" to the
Legislotive Couneil of the aclony.

In fact, the sop-called "representatives of the notives"
Tound thamselves unsbhlie to sipoly solutions to the problems of
the Africen population.

N The native born orgenizetions have alwsys kept their
conplete independence from the partiess of ths "metropole".
They were far from being their subsidiaries.

Le Two important tendencies have become apparent within
dngolen naotionsliem: an interior tendency represented by the
WFLA, another one that could be ealled the "Bourdary
Continmuation” (ineluding Congo Lecpoldwiile and Brazszaville).
Generally spesking, until most recently, there hes been a
co-ordination of all these tendencies, interrupted by the
inprisonments of 1959, The accelerstion of the formation of
Argolan independence today depends on a new alliance of these
tyo tendencieos.

SBuch are some of the characteristics of Angolan nationa-
lism. Finally, it ie appropriate to mention the role played
Ly the aAngeolan naticnalism dn the awskendng and formation of
the national awarencss of pther Portugdese colonies. The

Conference %; Casahlanca, on &pril-418th, 1961, marked the
materialization of all cfferts undertaken by the nationalists

of Angola to assemble all forces opposed to Portuguese colo-
nislism in africa. Dirget Jction as an effective moans for
overthrowing the colonial system, has bacome the principal
factor of =11l the nationnlist orgonizations of the Portuguese
colonies, under the inapiration of the Angolsn nationalists.

{UELS WENT
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