


The i.portausce of the'events'in Angola cannot be doubted by anyone, B
Certaln.y not by Inperia lisn and not by uihe Russian and Chinese bureaucracieg
who clearly realige this to be so,The task facing Revolutilonary Marxists
is to understand the precise nature of this importance,not oanly to ensure
the victory of socialism in Angoia butindeed for the whoie of Africa,The
following axticles are a contribution to such an undcrstanding,

- Thege articles all enbody a specific theoretlcal approachthey all have
24 thelr vasis an understanding of the ‘imperialist epoch,That is an epoch
Coninated by wor d politics and economics, It is in this epoch that the - i
Herxist law of conmbined and uneven deve.opemeant becomes pronounced and . J
vhat fol ows from this is the theory of permanent revolution,Briefly stated
this theoxy denies the stagest conceptlon of revolution any val idity, [t
czeserts that in the lnperia’ist epoch the national tasks of the revolution
cannot be carried out independent fron the social ist revilmtion,

lence the cholee faclng an inchoate revolution is either to break with
tiie .uperia’ lst voxld ecounony and begin to construct socialism or to adapt
in one form or another to lmperialism,.n & backward econony the problenms
of" goclalist construction are of course immease aud can on.y be decisively
roslved, with the world wide victory of social ism, .

The problems assoclated with the foruer course seem gso great to nany
ui ltaants that it does not appear to he an actuaiity;inwhich casethey are
ultinate .y drlven back iato the arms of lmperialilsm,In the fina. analysis
imperialism will always lmpose its pdorities over the masses no matter
what short term nmasouvers -are permitted within this framework,This nust

elearly be secn as a false altcrnative,There is no exampie of any country
vitleh has not broken decis’'vely with imperia: ism being able 10 solve the
problems confyonting the mnasses,There can onty be one cholce foxr Angelan
nllitants and that is to build the revolutionary party in the fight for

- goclal lsm.Any retreat from such a position will inevitably lead to defeat

and despoandency, . S o : - '

it 1s o .ly by buitding the revolutionary party that the self activity
of the nasses can be developed and strngthened,One of the most striking
2Zgpects of the Anjolan struszle was the exenpiaxry level of the developenent
of woxrlers conmittees,neighbourhood and factory committees ectc,as compaxred
with previous African strugs es,- B

The Angolan events cannot bhe considered in isolation from the rast of
Southern Afxta,Due to the interconanected nature of Southern Africa other
constitueit coutries are decisively affected,Most important of these are
Zinvabwe and Nanibia vhere the actual ity of these strugg.es is now a real 1ty,
A though the imperia-ist powers might be able to afford the oss of Angola, :
thils is not the case with South Africajthe shecr volume of investment
foxrbids lt.dit is in this coantext that the present strusg . és musti be seen,
anperialism willl go to enormous iengths to prevent the present struggles
threatenlng South Africa,Militants nust rea’ ise that with the increasing
threat to sSouth Africa the stakes in Southern Afri.a are declsively raised,
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ammemseca DY C GABRIEL .

Most ana Iyses of the struggle of the Fori‘uguese Afrlcun co[:—
onies, even the ones that are written in support of these .

stiuggles, are content to locate the liberation movements in

the center of g triangle bounded by the metropelis; the &slo-
ntal army, and imperialism. Everything is handled as though
Portugal’s three African colonies stood completely outside

“the histery of the African continent, We believe it is neces-

sary to place these struggles in the framework of the African
continent and the African revolution, for we want ko combine
aur support fo the MPLA, FRELIMO, and the PAIGC with an
analysis of the direction of their political development. The
Portuguese coup has opened o decisive period. The liberation
movements are now confronted with complex problems of ne=-
‘gotiations that require that they go beyand empiricism and
_more precisely grasp the role of reformism in Portugal-and --
even more Jmporfcn? ~='the nature of the neocclonialist re- -
gimes® interest in, "support" fo, and muchmutlons wﬂh the |
" liberation movements.
The Portuguese bourgecme and |m9ermusm are snek ng &
. neocolonial solution. But is this possible ? Con o Gaul, -
style policy be applied under different historical conditions
_and achieve. the same results? Mario Swres, the lecder of

" the Porhuguese SP, is fond of repeating that "what unites us

is much stronger than what divides us.™ Buf he.cannet turn

the clock back fifteen years.

"The neocolenialist-tgp will not be sprung i‘hrough a. crude
* seduction of the [iberation movements through morahzmg

declarations from the general secretary of the Porfugusse

Socialist party. But the neocolonialist dunger cannot be re=" .

duced toa queshon of good or bad moraks. 13 could gain a
“foothold by using the illusions ina "democrati¢ dand natioral
state, * or, it could simply develop on “the basis of eertain
multinational investments that have been plunderirig Angola
and 1.lozambique for o decade and about which the Portuguese
reformists have becore suddenly silent; Silent about the pri-
vate army of Gulf Ofl in Cabinda in Angola.. Silent about
the sales of Cabora Bassa’s energy sources to South Africa.

Lisbon's present policy is aimed at shunting the liberation
movements fo the sidelines by stimulating the emergence of

"third ferces" capable of bredking the m%runs:gence of the

PAIGC or FRELIMO. .

The Portuguese Communist and Socialist parties, for whom the
government of natienal union is.an end in itself, are not
above stooping to blackimail, saying in effect: “In order for -
'the negotiations to go on, the present governmenl' must sh‘.ly

_ in power; ond for it fo stay in power, it'must obfain a'mini-

» mum humber of concessions from. you, the llberahon move-
ments., "

The period that hos now opened up will thus reveal either

the depth or the limits of the political sophistication of the
{iberation movemenfs . It witi also test.their cohesion. Will

the crisis now shaping up in the MPLA facilitate the maneu- )

vers of imperialism?_ The united front with the ANLF that is

envisaged by o faction of the MPLA wolu kd amount toa front

- secHon of the bureuucrahc elite simultaneously an ln:l'mmont

Wlfh N Gouczbl Mabutu, Kuundo, and Nyerere (respechve!y
" the heuds of state of the Congo {Brazzevillel,

Zaire, Zambia, -
aned - Tanzdnia). That is, it would amount fo @ nescolontalist
front. It is'only with an authentically anticopitelist program

© that the vanguard of Angola, as well as that of Mozambique

and ‘Guinea=Bissau, will be able’to frustrare imperialism's
reazalo.lalist plan. :
-- SUEPORT TV THE PAIGC, FRELIMO, AND THE MPLA!
S IMAEFDIATE AND UNCONDITTONAL INDEPENDENCE!

S~ AGAINST NEGCGL ONIALIST SCLUTIONS

-- THE STRUGGLE GCES ON, SUPPCRT MUST GO ON
TOO‘ :

E XX
At the end of the 1950s, when the struggle against Portuguese

colonialism tack a decisive. leap forward, the political situa-
tion on the Black continent was marked by a deep downturn

-of mass struggles and by the integration of a good part of the

nationalist movement info the framework of neocolonialist
solutions. In the space of five orsix yedrs, nationalist par~
ties nearly everywhere had enthusiastically accepted positions
as imperialist lackeys. The urban petty-bourgeoisie,- which
had developed widely within the colonial administration, .
raised itself to the stetus of ruling class after having made

use of the mdss movenent as o meens of pressuring fhe im=
perlchst govemnments,

The conrradlcrory content of-formal mdependence was a con=~

"sequence of @ twofold process. For the European bourgeoisie,

breaking with clessical econemic colonialiém in arder to move
to.a higher'stage of plunder in accordance with the contem-
porary development of capitalism was an empirical political
response ta the rise of the colonial revelution, For the Afri-
can masses, it was a matter of the first generalized offensive
against imperialist barbarism occurring within a social frame-
work fashioned by colonidlism, that is, under the political
jeadership of the "burecucratic® petty-bourgeoisie. The neo-
colonial economy is not at ¢ll a “supreme" stage of imperial-
ist rule, as Nkrumah cloimed. The conversion did-not open
up @ new era of bourgeocis rule, but was rather o last resort
allowing for & qualitetive increase in plunder while at the
same time femporarily easing the revolutionary pressure. In
this light reocclonialism appears not as an objective develop=
ment determined by the system of domination, but essentially

- as a defeat for the nationalist movement, which by its noture

was unabie to transform the independence struggie into'@n

“enticapitalist.sruggle .

In his book Les Fleurs du Congo, G. Althobe explains exactly
the ideological game played by African nationelism: "The
nationalist party as. It wes built during this pericd was for g




of struggle aigdinst foreign rulersand a framework through

- which o establish a reletionship with the mass of the popula-
tion, o vehigle through which the bureaucratic elite succeeded
in mobilizing the mags of the population around-itself."(p.238.})
"The nationalist party was thus built as a’counterinstitution -
whose mode of existence was wholly determined by the adver= .
“sary it was facing, "(p.240.) "The aim of the.struggle was to
tear the population lobse from the bureaucratic institution
represented by the administration controlled by Belgians in
order to reintroduce them into a new bureaucratic institution:
the party, controlled by so~called naticnalist politicians. "
(p.241.) "The sequel to the confrontation was simple; The
nationalist parfy became the administration and the duality’
between the twe bureaucratic institutions was erased. "(p.241.)

And we may add that the erasure of the duality was effected
- either through tie integration of the nationalist movement

" into the neacolonialist framework or by the repression of the
most radical elements (the UPC in the Cameroons, Sawcha
in Niger, the MNC in the Conge, etc.}

It was, then, primarily by these means that neocolenialism
was able to become a realistic policy for'the calonial bour- .
geoisies. To estimate the possibilities for o neccolonialist
policy in the Portuguese colonies therefore implies examining
factors like these in the context of a confinental and interna=- -
tional situation that is in all respects different from that pre=-
vailing in past years. The analysis of nationatism in the Por-
tuguese colonies must therefore integrate two factors:

* The. consequences of the character of the political period
“on the formotion of the nationalist movements in Angala,
‘Mozambique, and Guinea-Bissau at the end of the 1950s;

* The importance and the limits of their break with the tra-
ditional nationalism of this period and their own balance
sheets on the countries that-were gronted independence.

Formation of the nationalist
movements .

The PAIGC was founded in September 1956. A little more

than six years later, in 1963, the armed siruggle was launched
—- after a process of political and military preparation, But
hetwaen 19548 and 1963, this reg’an of Africa was marked by

a significant decling of mass struggle and by the stabilization
of @ relationship of forces favorable to imperiakism. The Sen-
ghor regime came to power in Senegal and, after the impris~
onment of Mamamou.Dia,. a strong state was sef up that for
severg! years was to harass the PAIGC's rear areas along
Guinea's northern border and lend its support to a right-wing
grouplet, the FLING. :

In Senegal itself, there wes repression against the PAIL, whicf'\
resulted in the disappearance of a potential source of support
for the PAIGC from within the neocolony itself. In Guinea-
Conakry the failure of the first economic plan was to bring
obout an initial right-wing reaction from the Touré regime.
To be sure, this episode scarcely affected Conakry's attitude
toward the nascent PAIGC; to be sure, from a gquantitative
standpoint aid from Conakry remained ldrge over the years.
But from the standpoint-of tHe birth of a revelutionary leader-
ship in Guinea-Bissau, the political path followed-by the
Guinean ragime played a not insignificant rele, both in
terms of the regional reletionship of forces and in terms of
direct politicel influence on the young cadres of the PAIGC.
The impasse of Guinean nationalism could not prevent a pro-
cess of radicalization wifhin the PAIGC, but it nevertheless
was not conducive 1o going beyond Guineon nationalism on
¢ theoretical level, as Vasco Cabral's statements about the
"party-state” attest to.

In reality, a complex jousting of political influence was go-
ing on,-and ils cutcome would depend on' the ability of the
PAIGC to theorize its own struggle and to give it a class con-
tent. R

The MPLA was created in December 1956 by the fusion of
various smal} urban groups. The Luanda revolt broke out .
on February 4,1961. It was followed by a peasant insurrec~
tion in the north. This occurred while the Conge crisis-wos |
“at its height. American imperialism was defermined to moke

-

“interlocutor with Lisbon and a possible “border army™ with

the Congo the turning peint for the counterrevolution in cen-
tral Africa. The American bourgeoisie had always taken an
ambiguous attitude toward African nationalism. U.5. impe-
rialism wented simubtaneously to break the rising revolution

and to exploit the ¢risis of European colenialism Tn order to

win new markets that were inaccessible to Washington in the
exisfing colonial economic framewark . Toward this end,
Washington began aiding the most right-wing etements of
African nationalism, the tactic being carried out especially
through the trade unions affiliated to the International Federa-
tion of Free Trade Unions.{1) )

In Angela, the emergence of @ movement of the "pecples of
the north® {the UPMA), a predeminantly ethnocentrist organi-
zatien, was a windfall for Washington. (It emerged, moreover,
independent of direct American action.) The crystallization

of a right-wing nationalist movement, a potentially valudble

political-ethnic Hnks to the Kinshasa regime, could only

have come about through a coming fogether of this movement

and American policy, even if their relationship went through

ups and downs. ) -

The victory of the counterrevolution in the Congo resulted
in the expulsion of the MPLA from Kinshasa and the recogni-
tion by the Organization of African Unity of the Angolon
Revalutionary Goverament in Exilé. Nevertheless, the
“three glorious days" in Brazzaville in 1963 represented a
conjunctural revolutionary upsurge that the MPLA was fo
exploit,” The new, verbally nationalist regime of Massembat
Débat accorded asylum to the MPLA after the overthrow of
F. Youlou. This was done not only out of the revolutionary
convictions of some of the regime's supporters. It was also a

recction by right-wing elements (Iike-Dé;:)q? himself) to the

threat of the formation of & Bakéngo assoclation under the ‘
leadership of Kinshasa.{2) On the basis of this situation,

the MPLA was able to open @ front in the encleve of Ca-

binda {a section of Angola separated from the rest of the

country by a strip of Zoire}. The MPLA came out of this

period in a wenkened condition, caught between Portuguese
repression and Kinshesa's support for the ANLE, which had

ifs base aleng the northern border:

The relationships between the MPLA cnd Congolese national-
fsm are not easy to establish, It is probable that between the
‘time of Lumumbaism and the Brazzaville Civil Defense the
cadres of the MPLA had plenty of opportunity to draw a bal=
ance sheet. But was this balance sheef -~ which was not very .
explicit -- extended to cover the experience of the N'Gouabi >
regilme, the Diawara struggle, ard the left wing of the Tan- "

zanian Communist party? The question is important. For while

‘the political influence of Congolese nationalism appears to

have been weak, it is no less true that the political situation
or Angola's northern frentier plays a decisive roie for military
perspe.f:riv.es in the economically developed regions,

In May 1966 the MPLA come out of the crisis by opening Up

a new front on the Zambian border. There again, the. "so-
cialism" of Kaunda scarcely had any influence on the ranks

‘of the MPLA(3). But the political squabbles within the MPLA

may parallel those within the Lusaka regime. We have re-
cently seen the coincidence that may have existed between
the Chipenda tendency of the MPLA and a faction.of the
Zambian regime. If there was no direct ideologicel influence,
there was at least a political intervention through the bureau-
cratic structures of the organizational opparatus, especially
in the defegations sent to foreign countriss. C

FRELIMO was formed in 1962 through regroupment of the
MANU, the UDENAMO, and the UNAMI. It also included
smali groups of emigré nationalists in Tanzania,. Zambia, and .-~
Malawi. The nationalist movement in Eost Africa has been .
heavily influenced by the persanality of Julius Nyerere. But

in spite of that, and in spite of the importance of the Tan- - -
zanian-Mozambiquian border, interchange between Nyerere's .
TANU and FRELIMO remained weak. Since it was_formed S 4
later than the MPLA and the PAIGC, FRELIMO was much less '
confionted by the struggles that preceded the winning of in-

d'ependence_ in most of Africa. It also appears that the .greater
intgration of Mozambique (relative to Angola) into the
“Southern African bloc had turned the attentions end relations
of the militants more toward the movements in Rhodesia and
South Africa. |t therefore definitely seems that of the three




MPLA Peoﬁie‘s’ Liberation Méver_n‘ept of Angola

PAIGC  African Party for the Independence of.

Guined and the Cape Verde Islands
r FRELIMO  Mozambique Liberation Front

ANLF Angola National Liberation Front. The
" Union of Peoples of North Angola was
crested in 1954, It latet became the Union
of Angalan Peoples, and the, after win-
ning over several grouplets, became the’
AMNLF, which for reasons of diploemacy
founded .the Angolan Revolutiondry Gov-
ernment in Exile, which is based in Kin-
“shaso and controlled by Mobutu.

National Unien for the Total Independence
" of Angola. 1t developed in 1966 after a
-split in the ANLF .1t concentrated in the

UNITA

[ @ to organizations

_beginning on gaining a base in the south
‘and center of the country. The main crit-.
icisms it makes of the MPLA are that the

~ latter has a petty-bourgeois lecdership and
that it directs the liberated zones from cut-

. side, ) ) "

FLUUNG  Liberation Front for the National Indepen=
dence of Guinea. A sort'of reactionary
grouplet based in Dakar, supported for

several yeors by Senghor, president of J
Senegal, and manipulated by the Ameri--
cans.. ’ ' :

GUMO  United.Group of MozembBique. A potential
" 'third force. Has just declared itself in Favor:
" of interracial, interreligious coexistence
and for a Lusi_tupo-Afm~quzilian commu-

nity! p

._l‘

- erganizations, FRELIMO was the one whose eurlie_sF deveiop-
menf was. least affected by the crisis of nationalism in the
neighborirj_g countries. o . L
Nevertheless, for all three movements, the struggle began in’

4 situation of general dewnturn on a continental scale. They
were thus extremely isolated in tneir early years; and this
isclation is not unimportant in understanding their difficulties
of political clarification and the absence of a real thebriza-

", tion of the reviolutionary process,

- The limits of a political evolution
The. three movements, then, were initially made up of young
nationalists, members of the urban petty-bourgeoisie. They
were wore or less Influenced by the struggles in the French’
~ or'British colonies. Through the Portuguese Communist party
- they discovered the existence of the Western workers move-
ment, which they viewed (unconsciously) through a Stalinist
and social chauvinist prism. Heterogeneous and lacking o
political past, the young leaderships were content for g time
_simply fo raise a series of slogans that come down to the de-.
mand for Tndependence. The content of the struggle, its straf>
egy and historical perspectives, were scarcely detailed.
But is there any larger body of written material today? To be
-sure, we have Mondlane®s book The Struggle for Mozambique,
as well as Cabral's writings bétween 1961 and 1969, These
works already indicate a break with the traditional analyses
of an Nkrumeh or @ Sekou Touré. But in reality, it is mainly
through interviews and speeches that progress in analysis and
development and specification of detail can be seen. This
leadership's production of theoretical warks - the ‘education-
al end propaganda function of which is decisive in speaking
te the world anti-imperialist movement = has been meager.
A comparison with the Vietnamese leadership is revealing,
On the one hand we have militants whose large production of
poiitical analyses indicates their historic ties with the inter-
naticnal workers mavement; on.the other hand, we have the
African libeération movements, which, having been built in
the stultifying framework of Portuguese domination, have a .

thousand difficulties in breaking with empiricism and discover~ '

ing the tools of Marxism in order to formulate o theoretical
structure for their struggles. And need we add that these ef-
forts can be abortive if they are attempted through the appli-
cation of sterile Stalinist concepts?

‘ . . )
Cetbral himself recognized the empiricism that prevailed at the
beginning of the struggle.(4) For his part, Dos Santos {a lead-
er of FRELIMO) recognized the extent of pragmatism and the
heavy influence of heterogeneity. In an inierview with The
African Communist (issue no.55) he declared: "So right from
the start in 1962 different ideélogies were reflected at the

top.. But the tasks facing us in those early days demanded that

we create a collective that would accommodate all those

who were prepared to work together to get the basic struggle
- off the ground. So, the nature of the political, social, and
.. economic realities of the situation as it was then demanded a
- pragmatic attitude. " (p.47.) N o

" Empiricism asserted itself Fisst of al! on the question of forms:
.of struggle and on the analysis of the forms of célonial dom-

inafion. Confronted by on adversary thaf, uniike French or
British colonialism, lacked the peliticel and econemic means
to-alter the form of its domination at the end of the 1950s,
the liberation movements saw the necessity of armed struggle
after going through the experience of legal mass mobilizations
that weré met with repression that blocked any possibility of
their developing into national independence movements..
Thus, Cebral declared at the iwenty-seventh session of the
United Nations: "The Pidjiquiti massacre committed by the
Portuguese colenialists on August 3, 1959, against the striking
dock workers of Bissau and the.workers of the river transport
boats cast us Fifty strikers dead and mere than a hundred

. wounded, tt waso painful tesson for our people . We learned

that there was no question of choosing between peaceful
struggie and armed struggle against the Pertuguese celonial-
ists. . . . We then decided . . . tesuspend all demaristra~

“tions for demands in the cities and to prepare ourielves for

armed struggle. "

{n Lorenzo Margues (in Mozombique) anti-Portuguese demon-

_strations were savagely repressed in 1956 and 1962, In 1950 °

in Mueda and in 1962 at the cane plaritations in Xinavane
peasant demonstrations were repressed at ¢ cost of hundreds
dead. !t was through the'experience of such events, as well

- as through the example of Guinea-Bissau, where the struggle

hod been going on for several years, that FRELIMO little by
littie came to discard its demand for "negotiations"” and turned
to preparing the armed struggle, which was proclaimed on
September 25,1964, :

Empiricism remained the method: empiricism to win the sympa-

_thies of a village in the heart of the bush country; empiricism

to resolve conflicts between two ethnic groups within which
the movement had to win o bose; and empiricism to structure
the guerrilla organization. Up to that time, such questions

‘had been posed nowhere else in Africo. And the responses

the liberation movements gave fo these problems, even if they
were only partial answers, constituted a fundamental gain for
the future development of the African revolution.(5}

But certain questions are not merely subjective ones, The
erhpic question, for example, has historical, ecdnomic, and
social foundations that pragmatic good will is trsufficient for
resolving. To be sure, the PAIGBC, which was-working in @

lin.lited gecgraphic drea, was able to forge a national con=
sciousness through slow preparation and a varied approach o
the ethnic groups. FRELIMO alse made some experiments in
this field, especially with the Muiséndd group in the north,
But the MPLA was funcfioning in the worst condifions for re-
selving this matter. The geographical conditions of Angola,
its history of being divided between the Congo and Ovam-
boland, made the conditions for developing @ "natisnal con-
sciousness forged in-struggle" very difficult. The Bakonge
population in the north, whose cohesion and “legitimacy™ . -




derives from the old kingdom of the Congo, is divided taday: =

among the-Conge (Brazzaville), Zaire, and Angola(6), In
1954 the Union of Peoples of North Angolfa (UPNA) was
created in Leopoldwlie {now Kinshasa) 6n the basis of Bo-
. konge natlonalism, The leaders of the UPNA were Barros
Nekaka ard Holden Robetto. In 1957 the latter wrote to'the
United Natiors demanding the reconstitution of the kingdom
of the Congo. Later, the UPNA, which hod in the meantime
become the UPA, was to support the Tshombe faction in the
Congo, not only pelitically, but militarily as well. Today
this right-wing faction of Angolan naticnalism has become a
real border army functioning under the protective wing of
Mobutu. [t can play the role of privileged inferlocutor.
The occord signed in 1972 between the MPLA and the ANLF-
UPA was of tactical concern to the MPLA, which wanted to
unfreeze the situation on its main front in the north. But be-
yond this conjunctural significance, the accord represented
a de facto recognition of the ANLF as a co-representative in-
the struggle. The ANLF was soon reintegrated into the public
support extended to the Angolan struggle by the Organiza-
tion of African Unity. Today it is recognized by Peking and
“Sofia.(7) The confusing consequences of this accord were
such that the MPLA felt ob‘iige_d to issue a communiqué in
" which it reported to-the world press: "The MPLA, as well as
the ANLF, maintains all its structures. As should be clear,
the present discussions do not entitle anyone to speak of the
MPLA, as though it did not exist.” In the March 1973 issue
of the bulletin Afrique en Lutte (Africa-in Struggle), we
wrote: "Because of the tacticol plans of the MPLA, ond
- contrary to the hopes of imperialism, the agreement reached
under the tutelage of N'Gouabi, Mobutu, Nyerere, ond
Kaunda is not devoid of contradictions. [t must be saluted
for the new military possibilities it accords the MPLA, But
we must still ask ourselves how the various components of

the MPLA will envision the application of some of the clouses

of the agreement." And in fact, several months later, the
Chipenda fendency explained that the accord constituted an
agreement of the peoples of the north directed against the
_peoples of the south, .of which he; naturally, clcumed to be
the representative.

The existence of ethnic groups that straddle borders lends a
means of pressure and -infervention to the neoccolonialist re-
gimes that contral a section of these populations. A region-
alist faction, whether inside or outside a government, can
then establish links with local teaders of the liberation move~-
ment. That is what o section of the Zambian government did
with the Chipenda tendency in the MPLA. The situation is
even more susceptible to operations like this in that the Hib-
eration movement lacks 6 homogeneous leadership and suffers
from a certain amount of bureaucratization based on “villag-
ism. " Of the three movements, the MPLA s clearly the most
vulnerable on these matters. Chipenda hod been in charge

of logistics. He was denounced as a traitor, but certainly

a political explanation of why should have been offered, Not
only was this never done; it also seems that a compromise may
have been reached between the "traitor" and the rest of the
leadership. This sort of functioning and #his sort of hetero-
geneity cannot fail to have consequences on the organiza-

tion's general poljtical line. The'situation in Angola allows
for all kinds of maneuvers by imperialism aimed at brushing
aside the most radical tendencies. It is therefore especiaily
disturbing to read the statement made on May 12,1974, In

Dar es Salaam by MPLA leader A, Neto in which he saluted

- the progress that has been made by the ANLF and expressed -
the hope that the MPLA and the ANLF would cooperate in
driving Portuguese colonialism out of Africa. But on what
program and toward what aim will such a compromise be
made?

FRELIMO has also had to take a position on the regiongl and
ethnic question. In his interview with The African Commu-
-nist Dos Santos-stated: "At the level of regional economic
subsistence, at the level of an ecenomy based primarily on
agriculture at its lowest level, it is difficult for people to
relate fo one another in a truly national sense, in the sense
of even sharing o commén. economy and ail the secial links
that this creates. So | would say that national economic de-
velopment is an essential part of the conbinuing process of
building a nation. OFf course a nation is a product of history

ond ifs formation goes through different phases. In this sense .

the work of the final achievement of complete nq_tior)hobd .

will continue even uffer mdependence, alfhough the funda-

. mental elements of nationhood are already in existence and - -

in the process oF bemg furfher developed in Mozumblque "
(p.42.)

The armed sfruggle und the desire for national unification in
struggle agairst the Portuguese oppressor have been two fac-
tors permitting o decisive break with the capitulationist and
ethnocentrist eélements that arose in the nationalist current
in the French and:British colonies and opted for a policy of

" diplomatic pressure and border warfare. |t is not by aceident

that the FLING was supported for several years by the Sen-
ghor regime . Nor Is Mobutu's support for the ANLF surprising.
But because of ‘the heterogeneity of the organizations, espe-

“cially the MPLA, this break has'not been absolute. That is

why we should nof underestimate the threat of deviations
being introduced by compromises between the various ten-
dencies. In the African context, such threats will not disap~
pear so long as a definitive break with nationalist ideology
has not been made. -~ : )
To be sure, from the very beginning organizations were formed
that unambiguously crystallized the most right-wing sectors
of nationalism, the FLING and the ANLF being the two  ~
clearest examples. But the story was not always so simple,

In Angola there were people who "passed” from the MPLA

to the ANLF well after the struggle had been launched.,
There was also a split within the ANLF which was directed
by Savimbi and was fo result in the fermation of the UNITA.
In Mozambique, where FRELIMO wes an association of var-
ious groups right from the start, the purge was carried out in
the very course of the sfruggle. That was the case for the two
main splits, that of Lazare Kavadamé and that of Uria $i- -
mango. In an.interview with the July 9, 1971, issue of the
Italian Communist party weekly Rinascita, FRELIMO leader -
Semora Machel explained these events this way: "The essen-~
tial contradiction concerned general line. On the one side
there was a purely nationalist position that reduced |ibera~

" tion to only one of ifs aspects, namely driving the Portuguese’

cut. On the other side, there was the position held by the -

great majority: Liberation must be linked to the transforma- -
tion of the colonial, native, and tribal structures.” The two
expelled members wére aiming at definitively establishing

fiefs in which they could exert their power in the. framework

" of traditional structures. Machel continued: “But the conflict

really broke out when vast terrifories of Mozambigue had
been liberated and the question arose as to-how 16 organize

these ferrifories in order to turn them into the driving ele-
merits of the development of the liberation struggles. . . . If
we Fight to drive the Portuguese out and then replace them
with Africans who function under the same economic system
as the Portuguese did and therefore exploit other Africans,
then the struggle is for naught. Instead, ofter driving out the
Portuguese, we must act so that the popular struggle remains
permanent.,

The break with reformlst
nationalism

So it is with the Simangos and the Kavandamés that Spincia
hos to work today if his neocolonialist operation is fo succeed.
A decisive break hos thus been made with the traditions of
reformist nationalismi that racked most of the freedam move~
‘ments in the French and British colonies, With the new situa-
tion in Portugal and the proposals for o government of national - -
union, an immediate capitulation under the spell of the neo-
colonialist charm is therefore improbable . There are certainly
some genuinely right-wing tendencies in the MPLA that could
get some support from outside the movement. But in general
the dynamic set in motion by the specific feotures of Portu-.
guese colonialism and by the years of struggle have incon~
testably separated this revolutionary nationalism from the
swamp of rightism and reformism. )

But while the neocolonialist solution has not been put into
effect through a sudden capitulation of the liberation move
ments under the impact of the Portuguese coup, it is never-
theless true that neccolonialism can be nurtured by the myth -
of the national democratic state. The liberation-movements
have adopted a fluid and deliberately imprecise position on
the social goals of their struggle. This inadequacy can be
explained by the absence of a theorization of the revolution-
ary process. But that is not sufficient fo account for such a
"refusal” to define precisely the histeric goals of the strug-




gle. The major cause of this attitude is the heterogeneity of
the leaderships. To be sure, everyone rejecks neocalonialism
of the Senghor or Mobutu variety. But it must not be for- .
gotten that behveen Touré and' the revolutionary Marxists
* there is an “impressive selection” of neocolenialists on the
- African continent! This is the question that must be discussed
- with the comrades of the PAIGC, the, MPLA and FRELIMO.
In the cases of Angola and Mozamblque, a prehmmary ob~
se_rvgi'lon must be made before the scope. of the negotiations
is discussed. The guerrilla-zones, especiaily in Angola, have
. made only very small inroads into the sconomically rich re-
gions. Imperialist: investments are ‘especially large'in
these regions, and would represent o second-level stronghold
for the Porfuguese bourgeoisie in a_heocolonialist framework .
The first-game the Portuguese bourgeoisie will try to play will
be fo seat groups representing the urban African petty-bour-
geoisie and the "demociatic” sectors-of the Portuguese popu-
lation ot the nagotiating table.: Thus, the "Democratic Move-

ment of Guinea" has suddenly appeared,. along with the mul- .

tiracial GUMO of ‘Mozambique " And -to; this it should be.

‘added that the international press has suddenly started wr:fmg' '

about- the FLING, despite’ the fact: I-hai' only a few weeks ago
everyone wds teporting that this group. ke dlsappeured The
- attempt here is to shunt the liberation movements fo the side-

lines in the romié of bringing d representafwe of- fhe whole R

. nation". to the negoflafmg table .-

An'urgent response from the I:beruhon ovemen!s ubou? the

future of the capital owned by Krupp, . the mines owned by’
Benguela, and the- holdmg of Gulf and other oft companies
is therefore a nécesstty . If ‘the negotations should lead-to
freezing the current sntuahon, granting FRELIMO and the

MPLA only partial authority, it would be impossible to coun- "~

teract the neocolonialist tendencies that would mevnfcbly
be bolstered by an economy that is largely dependent on im-
periclist investments.

Thus, the only solution in Angola end Mozambique is to con-
tinue the fight to.win o mare solid base in the economicaltly
developed regions. Everyone knows that if such a base s
won, if would sooh lead to a test of strength between the
present Porfuguese government and the colonial hardliners.
The hardiiners, who have tempararily token o wait-dnd-ses
attitude, would soon win hegemony among the white popula-
tion, whose dearest desire is to remain in Africa. (A party

. has just been formed in Mozambigue called Fico, which
means, | shell remain.") A Rhodesian type solufion is a
constant point underdiscussion among the white colonial
populahon In Mozambique the tendency favoring such g
solution is supported by not insignificant economic forces,
such as the Champelimaud industrial group .and fardim.

This threat of @ bredk with the white population in Africa --.
which would produce a dedadly crisis that would definitively,
. cempromjse their government of national union =- is the thing
" that reaily tetrorizes the veformists of the Porfuguese Commu-
" nist'and Socialist parhes It is obvious, then, that these, par-
ties will put maximum pressure on FRELIMO ‘and the MPLA
fo accept the .compromise that'we described earlier. A
Almeida Sandos, @ representative of the white’ democrats. -
in Mozambigue who is close to the SP has just been named
minister of interterritorial coordination, And fess than a
month ago he decicred “The dialogue with' FRELIMO should
be easy for us. . But'we have to move fost, because all
. Africans with even a minimum of polmcui consmousness are
. now or-soon will be with FRELIMO.™ o

Fooi'nofes

1. In 1957 Nixen declared "The. future inferests of the -
Unfted States.in Africa are so vast that they entitle us not to.
hesitate i In cndmg the depariure of the colomai powers. from
Africa.’

2. Fulton Youlou was aLari, a group connected to the Ba-
kongo Within the Massembat Débat regime, thefe wasa -

: Wing that favored aiding the MPLA: for really interniatichal’st
reasons. -But the leadership, and especially Débat himself,:

-quickly proved to be’ a new iribalist and regionalist fendency o

It was nof long before repression began falling.or the most

: rudnccﬂ eleménts, who believed they had dnscovered the key
“the national and democratic revolution.™=
o 3 Kaunda, like Senghor und others,- uhllzed the phruseol-
gy of- "African socialism, " whose essence orid goals were

quife clearly reactionary. :

4, Cabral seems to have believed that this empiricism n would
ot last beyond the period of stabilization of the armed strug-
gle. '

5, The threat of militarist deviations in the PAIGC come to
the surfoce in 1964 with the emergence of small local peten-
tates. The PAIGC congress settied this question by purging
several military leaders and by redefining the relaticnship
between the political and military wings. Once again, the
PAIGC had resotved c problem on the fly.

6. Calls for the reunification of the Bakonge people regu-
larly come out of the Cango and Zaire, wsualfy on.the ini-
tHative of rotten politicians seeking a regional base. Let us
also recall that during *he Cengo crisis, Kasavube, one of
the imperialist stooges, founded his credibility on the fact
that he "represented” most of the Bokongo in the area.

-~ 7. On June 1,1974, Peking sent 112 instructers to Kinshasa

to train the ANLF This was done following the stgnmg of a
Sino~Zaire agreement,

i OQT now!
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Below is the second and final installment of on article whose
first section was published in INPRECOR No.2; p.9.

Todoy, with the new situation in Portugal, the liberation
strugale finds itself unembiguously confronted with the his-

" toric alternative: socialist revolution or caricature of revolu-
tion. We will examine their response to this alternative by
looking at the factors that operate within the liberation move-

_ments to determine the political direction of their struggles.

The ~-questioh- of social
structure

By opting for a strategy of "prolonged revolutionary war" the
young. nationalist leaderships abandoned the priority of work
in the cities in order first to gain a base in the countryside

bordering the enclave regions. They left an area of commer-

cial activity in which the petty-bourgeoisie (small business~
men, civil servants) were much more numerous than the werk-
ing class. In Mozambique, for example; workers in small
enterprises and plantations constitute 10 percent of the popu-
lation. In Angola as of 1964 there were 2,840, 000 workers;
that represents 13 percent of the population. 1n the economi-
cally developed zones {the coffee-growing region, Cuanza
Norte, and UIGE), in.which there was no question of launch-
fng an armed struggle, the local labor force accounts for only

* 12 percent of the total of a semiproletarianized. labor force
composed mostly of migrant peasants,

The emergence of the liberation mavements therefore took
place in zones in which the development of the social struc~
ture, while refmaining desultory, guaranteed that the pefty
bourgeoisie would have numerical and politica! hegemony
within the movement. [n the countryside, although the pena-
tration by the market ecohomy was uneven, the virtual ma-
jority.of the population lived by subsistence .*

The move fo armed struggle therefore meant uprooting the
cadres from their driginal social milieu.
Moreover, Cabral explains this move of the nationalist petty-
bourgeoisie from the towns to the countryside in erroneous
terms . Postulating the. historic gulf between the formation of
the fowns .and the countryside, he treats the role of the petty
bourgéoisie in-moral’terms. In 1966 during the first conference
of OSPAAAL, (Organization of Solidarity with the Peoples
of Asia, Africa, and Latin America), after having denounced
the threat of neocolonialism, he declated: "In order not to
betray these objectives, the petty bourgeoisie has but one
available road: to strengthen ifs revolutionary consciousness.
. . . This means that to completely fulfill the role that de-
volves on it in the national liberation struggle, the revolu~
tionary petty-bourgecisie must be capable of committing class
suicide in order to reappeai as revolutionary workers totally
“identified with-the deepest aspirations of the people of which
‘it-is a part." This position of Cabral.on the class svicide of
the petty bourgecisie has been little by little challenged with-
in the PAIGC, Not only is this concept of suicide folse, but
“the PAIGC has in no way achieved in practice the ideclogical
homegeneéity that is the natural implication of Cabral's 1966
statement. ' o
Likewise, it would be necessary for these comrades 16 under~
stand the class struggle not only in the restricted arenc of the -
liberated zones, but also in the fowns themselves, where in
the future the viewpoint of the “revolutionary worker" would
have to be imposed within a much more complex social struc-
ture than-exists in the countryside, a social structure i which
the market econémy has led to the development of social lay-
ers hostile to the iinterests of the proletariat and the poor pecs—
antry. Finatly, o we shall see further on, still less has the'
PAIGC integrated into its.analysis. the €lass struggle being
waged in-West Africa, which aiso-weighs. on the development
< of the young Republic of Guinea, - L

* |n Guinea amogg the Balantes, land is the property of ‘the
village,- the means of production belong to the family or in-
dividual. Also in. Glinea the Foulas have collective property

o in fand but owe a cerfain quantity of: labur fo'the chiefs. In

. this country-only‘the: Mandjaks lived in a society of a feudal
type, one introduced by Islamicizetion,. until the arrival of
the Portuguese., R ) e

In these writings Cabral does begin an analysis of the social
. structure;, but it clearly seems that this analysis has beena:

of the state and the function of the party? If the PAIGC unites

“all the social layers of the people® itis a prefty fair bet

that the Party-State does nof represent simply the "viewpeint

of the revolutionary worker, " At least, not until the "suicide™ *

is complete! :

To be sure, the liberation movements do not today represent

fully-formed multiclassist movements. FRELIMO, the PAIGC,

and the MPLA are movements with a multiclass conception;

but the movements have not yet fulfilled their frontist aspira-

tions, because their stable spheres of influence are limited to

the countiyiide and because the weak layers of petty-bour-

geois businessmen in the cifies have clready linked up with -

the "democratic” sectors of colonialism {(the GUMO in Mo-

zambique or the Democratic Movement in Guinea).

These insufficiencies of analysis ot soclal sfructure and class
struggle have corollaries an the level of the analysis of the
netbure and role-of the party as well as of the kind of state
that should be set up. For the party, Cabral merely observes -
that the PAIGC has the function of a "movement.” Thus,
after the death of Cabral, the Execufive Commitiee of the
Struggle declared that the PAIGC united in its ranks “all the
social layers of our colonized peoples.” Standing mute on the -
question of the vanguard party, the PAIGC becomes flatly
ambiguous on the question of the state: "Qur party is erecting
a Party-State by ensuring its control and politico-administra=
tive management of the liberafed regions.” (Vasco Cabral,
January 31, 1973.) This conception of the Party-State, which
was developed to its highest point by Sekou Touré and Kwame
Nkrumah, suggests the bonapartist funetion. of the leader!s
personality and amounts to an old nationalist mystification
-that has been extensively utilized by the Mobutus and }heir
itk. Would it then perhaps be necessary to detail the nature

of the state and the function of the party? If the PAIGC unites.
"all the social layers of the people” it is o-pretty fair bet

that the Party-State does not represent simply the "viewpoint

of the revolutionary worker. ™ At least, not until the "suicide"
is complete -

To be sure, the liberafion movements do not today represent

fully-formed multiclassist movements. FRELIMO, the PAIGC,

and the MPLA are movements with ¢ multiclass conception;

but the movements have not yet fulfilled their frontist aspira-

tions, because their stable spheres of influence are limited to

the countryside and because the weak layers of pety=bour-

geois businessmen in the cities have already linked up with

the "democratic" sectors of colonialism (the GUMOQ in Mo-

‘zambique or the Democratic Movement in Guinea).
Dos Santos referred to this whole debate in h

is interview with
The African Communist (issue no.55). By their own contra-

_dictions his words permit us to understand the ambiguities of

a multiclass conception of a struggle in which it is increas-
ngly difficult to. find a common denominator for "all the Tay-

.érs of the people." Said Dos Santes: "There is no national .

bourgeoisie worth talking about."(p.35.) "But | would say

" FRELIMO is a front. Mot a front of organizations, in spite _

of the fact that it was formed by three drganizations. that
dissoived to create o new cne. | would say it is a front be-
cause- it groups togather all the social groups or sociol classes - -




with one aim of eliminating oppression. Everybody -- whether
he is invelved in-the capifalist or fradifio_nal sector —-- is suf-

fering humiliation because of racism and economic exploita- .

tion, even the tribal chiefs.(p.35.) "Of course, within

almost every national movement there are different types of
nationalism. There is the elementary primary one -~ 'what is
called-primitive nationalism. Some pecple who take part.in

. the struggte for independence do 5o not to realize or fo satisfy .

the inferest of a small group. . So | would say that it is
not a quesfion of pitfalls or I[mltqhons but of the character-
istics of some types of nationalism. "(p.44.) "As ulways, the
task of building a society economically poses the problem of
the type of production and distribution, and especially whe

is going to benefit from what the sociefy produces."(p.45.)
"Gwenjero, Marupa, and Simango were not fukmg these -
positions (before their expulsion from FRELIMO == IINPRECOR)
openly along these lines, ‘but they were driven by.a desire

for individual political power, by a bourgeois ideology and

a desire to build a capitalist type system."(p.46.) "If we do
not follow collectivist artitudes, we will not be able to face
the enemy successfully. . . . If our organization maintains

- @ true revolutionary leadership, the special circumstances of
the process of our liberation open up real possibilities for an
advance from liberafion to revolution. . This must be. the
defense until the situation has been uchleved where the truly
revolutionary classes dominate all levels of power . "(pp:48-49. )

The road is torfuous. To be sure, it is still not known wherher
FRELIMO the multiclass front has the objective of winning
over the layers that Dos Santos denounces here, But all this .
. comes down to an approach fo the evolution of the strug=

gle that, although it is the fruit of an empirical approach,
nevertheless is beginning to be theorized:

- Likewise, in 1964 Cabral made a long analysis of neccolo-
nialism, which he defined as a "defeat for the international
workers movement." He ended up by stating that such a sif-
uation as. neocolonialism “calls for @ socialist salution."

But it remains true that these tentative approaches to a the-
orization of ?he revo|uhonary process In no way constifute

o guarantee. The generclly significant heterogeneity of the
leaderships must be taken into account, as well as the fact
that the pelitical direction of the iibérdﬁon mevements will
not be determined by internal factors alone. The whole conti-
nental political situation bears down on the movements, and
they maintain an opportunist attitude toward that political
situation that may well boomizrang on them.

Internatlonahsm

In southern Afr:cc FRELIMO and the MPLA” have been Fcced
with a growing military intervention from South Africa and
Rhodesia and have found natural ailies in the ZAPU, the

- ZANU (Rhodesia), and the SWAPO {(Namibia). They have
responded fo the infernationalization of the conflict that im~
perialism has provoked by strengthening the relations among
the liberation movements. To be sure, the political character
of the various movements differs, but as Dos Santos said, "It
is an elementary part of the tactics of o struggle such as ours
always to disperse the enemy,”

The real question lfes in the relations among the three move-
ments and the Afrigan regimes, os well as in these regimes’
"diplomatic practices." African diplomacy bears down very
heavily on and strongly preoccupies the leaders of FRELIMO,
the PAIGC, and the MPLA, The nelghbormg countries play
«an especially important role in this game in which the tactical
interests of the liberation movements, the ideslogical rnysﬁfi
cations of supraciass pan—Afrlcamsm, and the atempts to im=-
prison the liberation movements in the reactionary straitjocket
of the OAU are all intermixed. Three examples would be suf-
ficient to illustrate the Importance of the neighboring coun-
tries. in the conflict between the FRELIMO majority and the
Makonda faction led by Kawandame the mediating presence
of a representative of TANU, the governmental party:in Tan-
zania, was reguired at the FRELIMO congress. The MPLA-
"ANLF ggreement and the allocation of African aid to the two
movements are controlled by a trust composed of N'Gouabi,
Mobuty, Kaunda, and Nyerere {respectively the heads of
state of the. Congo {Brazzaville), Zaire, Zambia, and Tan-
zania). Finally, in the conflict’ within the MPLA between
Neto and Chipenda, the latter was openly supported by a
faction of the Zambian government. ln an intérview with the

magazine Révolution Africaine, Mobutu presented himself as
the obligatory intermediary controlling gid to the Angolan
people. Senghor {president of Senegal), who actually supports

- the FLING, today recognizes the PAIGC; but he met secretly

with Spfnola twice before the assossination of Cabral, he-puts
out propaganda favoring establishment of a Portuguese-speak-
ing commurity, and he has just recently strengthened relo-

tions between his UPS party and the Portuguese Socialist par-

How do the, liberation movements respond to this problem? It
is not an unimpartant question. In fact, while we believe that
it is necessary to destroy the state of colonial demination
through a pracess of anticapitalist revelution, under African
conditions it is not sufficient to construct @ Guinean -- or
even Mozambiguian -- workers state on the riins of the co-
lonial administration.

Given the historice! and economic development of the African
countries, it is obvious that the development of the productive
forces, the resistance to the international counterrevolution,
the existing Jemographic exigencies, and so on, require first .

-a regional and later @ continenta] dimension for the building:

of socialism. A socialist Guinea is a utopia if a revolution-

* ary erisis does not break out during the same period 1 in the

neighboring bourgeois states of Senegal and -Guinea-Conakry.
This implies that the [iberation movements not give up the
slew work of educating the revelutionary militants who are

" Liberated territory. Voting for Guinea-Bissau national assembly

fighting against these regimes. The PAIGC's practices in this
area have been extremely uneven. The isolation of the Guin-
ean revolution could ogeur through a right-wing compromise
with the neccolonial regimes. [f that happens, the PAIGC's
direction-of development could very rapidly turn towdrd ca-
pitulation under the pressure of neoco[omchsm A few ex-
amples: .

We have no intention of establishing an identity bétween.
Sekou Touré and Lecpald Senghor. Nevertheless, it is obvious
that the Guinean regime is not the "beacon” of the: African

- revolution. To prefit from Guinea-Conakry's support does rot
necessarily imply an apolitical apelegeticism that runs against
the formation and maturing of the African revolutionary move-
ment. But yet! Francisse -Mendes declared in Lahore in Feb-
ruary 1974 that the. Partuguese government wos constantly
nurturing the dream of attacking “the sister republic of Guinea -
with the aim of liquidating its popular and revolutionary re-
gime and of thus depriving us of the solid rear area that this
brother country fepresents. . . of striking a blow ogainst the
unfailing solidarity and uncond:ﬂonal and indefatigable friend-
ship that exists between our two parties and our two states,’

. may the glorious people of the historic 'No'. . be




10

-ablfe to save their triumphant revolution!" Some questions
could be asked abouf the "sister republic,” "the uncondi-
tional friendship between our two parties,” and the “frivm-
phant revolution.” Is Guinea-Conakry the model?

As for the Senegal aspect, the presence of Amilcar Cabral |

ot the congress of the UPS (the reactionary and sole party in
that country) was more serious. Still more disturbing wus o
joint PAIGC-Senegal communiqué reporting the "perfect sim-
ilarity of views between the two delegations on all subjects
raised during the discussions: bilateral links and the situation
in Africa and throughout the world." This is in contradiction
with the Filthy practices of @ Sengher, whe proclaims his de-
sire for @ Portuguese-speaking (that is, neocolonial) commu-
nity. Was,_Senghor among those the PAIGC was attacking in
this comminiqué: "the error of those who wanted to see in -
the former commander of the Portuguese colonial war in our
couniry a well=intentioned man capable of orienting Portugal
in the direction of neocolonialism"? It does not seem that
this was the case, for Senegal played an important role in
opening the London negotiations. On the other hand, it must -
be noted that since the beginning of May the radio station

of the "sister republic” of Guinea has only been attacking
Spfnola, the interlocutor of Senghor, with whom the PAIGC
"has no d;scxgreement"l In such o business what becomes of
the tasks of clarification that Cabral was giming.at during
the OSPAAAL conference when he uffdcked neocolonialism?
But this same Cabral declared in the name of the liberation
movements at the eighth conference of African heads of state:
"Addis Ababa -- the new flower of the bastion of African in-
dependence that is Ethiopia. . We want to express all
our admiration for His Majesty (Hm[le Selassie) . . We
have followed his splendid wark for the hbercmon qnd pres—
ervation of the independence of his people,” As for the Chad
regime, which, is fully supporting the French, intervention
against FROLINAT: "n the naome of the liberation movements
we extend to his exceliency President Tembalbaye our own
condolences and those of all our péople for the human losses
already suffered . . . and {we hope ihat Tombalbaye will} .
continue working for the soctdl, economlc, and cultural prag-
ress of his people.”

The traditionel propoganda of African puppefs never misses

an opportunity to castigdte “foreign ideologies,” a.code word
for anything thdt beers a resemblance to Marxism. Neverthe-
less, at-the seme conference Cabral declared: "We must also
affirm before you that we well understand your concern about
foreign ideclogies ™ We who have taken up arms to fight to
liberate our people from any form of foreign domination will
never accept anyoné's domination, no matter what aid we
may receive from abroad." A PAIGC pamphlet repnn['lng

the speech notes that fhls remark was met with "prolonged
applause ."¥ -

Cn the international level, fhe PAE_GC .- not-been free of
oppartunism. F. Mendes declared in Lahore at the second Is-
lamic summit held in February 1974: "We are also certain of

- the victory of the just couse that is dear fo our hearts, fthe

liberation of Jerusalem. Fér our part,” we are prepared to

" make any sacrifice to achieve this goal. For it would be in

the interests of men of all faiths in our country and elsewhere
who have always seen fhe faithful of Islam as fhe guurdmns
of the City of Peace.’

And there was a bit of shifting about in Cabral's declaration
at the United Nations on December 12, 1962; "In siruggling
and dying for the liberation of cur country, we are giving
our lives in the current confext of internctional law for the

 ideat that the UN Tiself hes defined in its charter and resolu-

tions, especially its resolutions on decolonialization, Fer us
the cnly difference befween the indian soldier, 1talian p||01"
or Swedish official who died in the Congo dnd our comrade
who dies. in Guinea or the Cape Verde Islands is that in acf-
ing in his own country in the service of the same ideal,  cur
comrade is but an anenymous fighter for the cause of H'\e

’

* Still, it must be recognized that the forms of exprassion in .
the declaration of PAIGC militants do not necessartly repre-
sent the views of the entire movement. It is chvious that a
certain latitude in terminology is tolerated -~ éven for cer-
tain terims in the movement for which a plurality of opinions
on certain questions is recognized and accepted. The quota-
tions cited, then, have an exemplary value, but cannot be

taken as an absolute thearization on the part” of the whole’
PALGC.

 African anti-imperialist youth regard the battle of the PAIGC

_nerable to the diplomafi¢ games and opportunistic canceptions

_ Angola will serve their inferests, for once it is independent

United Nations," Such opportunism augurs ill for the possi-
_bility of transcending the national framework of the struggle
being led by the PAIGC. In effect, if we were to summarize
the above lines, at Lohore, Mendes kept quiet about the so-
cial future of Palestine so as to pleass an audience of assorted
Muslim dictatérs; at the UN Cabral kept quiet about what re-
mains one of the greatest counterrevolutionary blows so as to
please the delegates who had voted for the Intervention of -
the UN troops in the Congo; at the OAU he kept quiet about
subjects that most of the neocclonicl regimes did not want to -
hear about so as to reassure a bunch of puppets. Towards what
end? Most likely be.ause of many immediate concerns: dip-
fomatic recognition, UN votes, perhaps a certain neufrality
from the most reactionary regimes, But at the same fime, all

as the advance guard of the anti-imperialist struggle . What - i
lesson does the PAIGC draw for them by making such compro- ‘
mises with these hated regimes? What is the best long-term
guarantee of the victory of the Guinean revolution, the Af-
rican regimes thaf support the PAIGC like a rope supports a.
hdnging man or the rise of the African revalution? For us the
answer is obvious.

But what logic mativates 'rh|s sort of international policy?
Finding an answer is not easy. The liberation movements are

" tn no way integral parts of the Stalinist movement, but their .

international policy is strongly corrupted by Stalimism, Insuf-
ficiently critical of nationalism, they remain especially vul-

that Stalinism peddles in the name of "tactics."
The question of Stalinism

The ties of the liberation movements with. Stalinism have been
‘woven in fwo ways. ’

Some present leaders of the liberation movements learned .
about Marxism through the distorting prism of Stalinism be-
cause of their contact with the Portuguese Communist party
when they were students-in Portugal. But the Porfuguese CP
has not discarded Tts social chauvinist position. A resclution
passed at its Fifth Congress in 1957 declared: "Today, com-
rades, the problem of the Portuguese colonies that did not
possess the preconditions for an independent life is no longer
posed . " {Ramiro was the reporter.) And in May 1961 the .
Beira leadership published a manifesto that has never been
repudiated by the nafional leadership and that declares:
"Workers, show the employers that only the independence of

Angola will really become o market for our produce.® (Reé-
velution populaire, No.6, December 1945.) So there is noth-
ing astonishing in the foct that Cobral declares that "Portu-
guese democrats will find it effectively impossible to under-
_stand the just demands of our peoples so long ds they are nof:
convinced that the rhes|s of the lack of maturity for self-
determination is false. '

1t is therefore obvious that the relations with the Porruguese )
CP vary gecording fo the individual. The PAIGC fraternally
received the support of the Revolutionary Brigades (who had
managed to acquire some maps of the general staff by an
armed action) in spite of rhe Stalinist slonders against the
Portuguese far laft.

Buf Stalinist pressure caia be exerted most easily through the
military support from the workers states, through the military
training given young cadre, and through the pressure that
builds up because of the importance of material aid to the
armed struggle. It is through these fwo methods that a "Stalin~
oid" conception of international politics has ITttle by little
crept in ~- a result of opportunism and pressure, but without
the liberation movements losing organizational, Jindependence.
In fact, the liberation movements have been able to diversify
their sources of support, particularly by addressing both -Mos-
cow and Peking. But the rotten attitude-of the Stalinists par-
tially limits the sympathetic responses that the military aid
from the workers states could generate within the liberation -
movements. We could mention, for example, the trade be-
tween Portogal and Poland, in which the latter has delivered - -

boats, among other thmgs, to the former. Or the current ot~
" titude of Peking, which, in the grip of its support fo Mobutu,

has just extended Tts “good wishes" to the ANLF after o kip
" by Holden to China.

In fact, the weight of Stalinism is exerted above all by fhe _




central role of the workers states in a diplomatic game that
the liberation movements play only with difficulty.

Both for objective reasons of African secial development dur-
ing.the 19505 and for subjective redsoms relating to Moscow's
foreign policy, the Stalinists did not estoblish real Commu-" -
nist parties that were Stalinist in their organizational func-
tioning, political line, and fies with the Soviet bureaucracy
(except in South Africa). Whether it be the PAl in Senegal,
the Maurition CP composed of o few merchants and reglstered
in the book of trademarks like a soap powder, the AKFM in
Madagascor, the CP of Réunion, or the CP influence: in the
UPC of.the Camaroons, in no case {whatever the differences -
among all these examples may be) is it possible to speak of
the existence of a real Stalinist organization or fendency.
‘And to this must be added the systemmatic coincidence be-
tween Stalinist pelifics {democratic.and nationat revolution)
and the preoccupation of petty-bourgeois nationalism {na- .
tienal union for real.independence). There is every reason
to believe that organizations like the AKFM in Madaegasear -
representing the interests of the Merina petfy-bourgeoisie are
“sufficient for Moscow's defense of its diplomatic interests in
Africa. Thus, in our view the "penetration" of Stalinism into
the liberation movements of the Portuguese colonies (revolu-
Honary nationalist movements} corresponds fo a cerfain vision
_of the world political field and to an ossified appreciation of
the world revolutionary process.

Finally, in the future it will be important to take account of
the analysis that the leaderships of the liberation movements
make of the poficy of the Portiguese Communist and Socialist
parties in relation to the work of the Portuguese far left on
the colonial question. It is Tn fact quite possible that a sec~
tion of the liberation mavements will become increasingly -
sensitive to the.themes developed by the Portuguese revolu-
tioriary movement if the latfer takes up its responsibilities
against any neocolonialist liquidation. That is why the con-
struction of the Liga Comunista Internacionaliste {lnternation—
alist Communist League), the Portugduese sympathizing group
of the Fourth International, is not unrelated to our discussions
with the militents of the liberation movements. :

Nevertheless, on such an important guestion as this, the het=
erogeneity of the liberation movements will play an important
role. The-gradualist schemas of Stalinism will be able to find

@ resonance with the multiclassist conceptions of the left na= -

Honalist tendencies, while the more conscious elements will ’
.begin fo approach the revolutionary workers mavement, either
through analyzing the Portuguese situation or by becoming
conscious of the internationalist tasks in Africa. Many. other
elements will come inte play in the future. We can analyze:
only the main ones, Some, in the present situation, can only
be mentioned. Thus, it will be necessary to-make an analysis
of the UNITA group, which has a bose_in southern Angola
-and, on the basis of rather imprecise positions, opposes the
- MPLA as "led by halfbreeds and,petty -bourgeois. elements. *
It will also be necessary to detail the role and importance of
groups like the GUMO in Mozambique that could well play
@ third~force role. T
There is also the question of the white community, and es--
pecially the fate of the layer of "small whites." The MPLA
~has already taken a position For @ multiracial Angola, o posi-
" tion that UNITA immediately attacked as “objectively neo-
colonialist.” Ignoring the white community and the mestizo
petty-bourgeoisie would be absurd. But these layers could
opt for a Rhodestan-type solution just ot easily os for inde-
pendence with an African majority. They will definitively
chocse the solution that in their view guarantees their re-
“naining on African soil without losing their smal! property.
The MPLA has always addressed these layers with o view to
avoiding their being swept into the comp of the hardliners,
But it-remains true that these layers occupy a special place
in social relations, and sooner or later this position will be
challenged by the African majority. Such a challenge will
- force the MPLA-to datail exactly what It means by “a society
in which exploitation of man by man.no longer exists.”

' Finally, there is also the question of the Cape Verde Islards,
- . which has been ot the center of the London negotiations. As
G imperialist bases, these islands do not yet have a military .
"+ implentation by the PAIGC, which must be in pesition to

(i

impose @ common status for Guinea and the Cape Verde Is-
lands. The fate of this small archipelago will play a decisive

" role during the negotiations, and the PAIGC has until now.
taken a pesition for indissoluble links between Guinea and
- the Islands. i

A conclusion

In this article we have stressed certain features of the libera-

_tion movements: -

* their definitive break with the righf-wing_dnﬂ reformist )
nationalism that held sway in the British, Belgian, and French

colonies;
*

their uneven penetration by Stalinist theses;

. * the revolutionary-nationalist character of their multiclass-

ist conceptions; .

* their heferogeneity as to the social goals of the struggle;’
* their deep empiricism, which opens the ‘door sometimes fo
right opportunist positions, sometimes to @ nonthearetical ap-
proach to the process of the socialist revolution. - .

To this must be added the profound poverty of intemational -
support extended to the liberation movements by the human--
ists, -Social Democrats, and Stalinists. Such a situation con
only bolster erroneous analyses of the international political |
field among the: liberation movements. ' '

In the final analysis, then, the MPLA, the PAIGC, and” -~ -
FRELIMO constitute specificities in: the history of the African
revalution. Given the backdrop of the particularities of Par-.
tuguese colonialism, political movements have been consti=
tuted within the confines of petty-bourgeois nationalism and
on the outskirts of the revolutionary workers movement.

“The period now opening up will accelerate the tendencies
we have described above . The clarification will be uneven,
intensified by the current-heterogeneity. Undoubtedly, dur-
ing the revolutionary process now. unfolding only a part of
these movements will take the definitive step to a Marxist
formulation of their struggle and will come to an integrated -
conception of the African revolution. Recompasitions, divi-

~ sions, splits, and regroupments -~ perhaps even after inde~

pendence has been-achieved - will mark the construction
of the vanguard party of the African socialist revolution.[]
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by . CAZALS

A long road has been traveled since last June, when
Anténio Spinola was still abie to assert: "We are
doing everything so that peace may return to-over-
seas Portugal. " Since then, the mobilization of the
laboring masses of Angola and Mozambigue has swept
away Spinola’s plan for a neocolonfal federation.

In Angola, where the "process of decolonization”
appeared to be blocked by the extent of imperialist
interests at-stake, by the division among the nation-
alist movements, and by the putschist attempfs of
the white colons, we quickly saw a spectocular
"reconciliation” of the liberation movements, the
signing of the Alvor acgords with the Portuguese
government, and the establishment of a quadripar-
tite government (composed of representatives of the
three nationalist movements and of the Portuguese
regime) charged with administering the country un-
tif independence, planned for November 1975,

But above and beyond the "publicity" statements of

" the Perfuguese leaders about their "genuine will to
decolonize, ¥ factors are building up to enable im~

. perialism to maintain its hold over all southern Af-
rica. For the import of the struggles in Angola ex-
tends well beyond the borders of the country itself.
And it is clearly the defense of the general interests
of impericlism in the region that are at issue when
the "social-realist" Mario Soares indicates his de-

" sire to establish "friendly and normal relations be-
tween Lisbon and Kinshasa, " for "there is a 1,250- -
mile common border between Zaire and Angola. ™
That is known as "extending a hand™ — in order to
assure the best conditions for carrying out the neo-
colonial program, And the foreign policy of Ching,
which in the name of the "struggle against the two

" superpowers " has made the Soviet Union the main
enemy and supports the sinister game of Mobutu by
sending military advisers™to train the FNLA (Frente
Nacional de Libertagéo de Angola — National Lib-
eration Front of Angola), contributes to this equally
as much as the complicity of silence of the Portu-
guese reformists about the future of Portuguese and
impericlist investments in Angola.

Imperialism’s “great maneuvers»
in southern Africa

The recenf acce Ierahon of rhe process oF decoiom—.

zation" in Angola and Mozambique has given an
impetus to the tum of imperialist policy throughout
the region. For example, South Africa, the bastion

" of capitalism, is now adopting o ”benevolenf atti-

tude toward ifs new "neighbor” Mozambigue, while
ih Rhodesia discussions have begun between lan
Smith and the nationalists, uhified in the African
Nc?iéna_[ Congress (ANC).

To believe the commentators of the bourgecis press,
the hour of "peace™ and "détente" has sounded in
southern Africa. The African neocolonial puppets
are rejoicing to see dialogue (finaliy!) take the
place of armed struggle in "settling the colonial
question, " while the American secretary of state
for "African affairs, " who is somewhat more adroit,
recognizes that the interest of South Africa {and
the U.S, copital invested there) lies in "encour~
aging a rapid and ordered move foward achieving

" settlements in both Rhodesia and Namibia, "

In effect, the impossibility of indefinitely perpetu-
ating the current conditions of capitalist exploita-
tion in face of the rise of the liberation struggles,

the dangers of the conflict spreading throughout the
region, and the progressive deterioration of the eco-
nomic and political sitfuation. in Rhodesia have com-
pelled the imperialists fo seek solutions that would
permit the beginning of a process of political stabi- -
lization throughout the region effected on the basis
of diverting the struggles of the African masses in .
the bastions of neocolonialism. This is an objective
to which the neocolonial African states futly sub-
scribe, for they are all interested in containing the
revo]uhonory dynamic of the mobl |1zu+[on of the
masses. of the region. : '

This, then, is the twofald objective of |mperzahsm 5
political reorientation in southem Africa: to limit -
the dynamic of the struggles and to reorganize fhe
process of imperialist exploitation by assuring the
transition fo a-new reglonc[ eccmomlc cmcl polmcql
integration. i
Such a recasting of the economic cnd poimcol phys="-
iognomy of the region s, however, heavy with so-
cial implications and with contraduchons fhaf her— ,
ald social confrontations of great scope .’

_In Angola, given the radicalization of the struggles
_of the workers in face of the racist barbarism of the



14

white colons, a rapid solution had become neces-
sary. Thus, under the aegis of Mobutu (deputy po-
liceman of ‘the region) and with the aid of the Por=
tuguese government, an attempt was made to effect
d rapprochement between Zeaire and Angola {in- -
cluding, of course, the Angolan enclave of Ca- -
binda with its oil) in the form of an economic and
pelitical kloc (and why nota federation?) that
would be both the embryo and mediator of a fufure
central African ecenomic community that would
guarantee sufficient political stability to permit o
simultaneous reconversion of the regimes in Rhode-

sia, Namibia, and, to a lesser extent, South Africa.

A potential neocolony?

The features most often mystified by the analyses
of ‘Pertuguese reformists and by smug apelogists for
the "process of decolonization" — Angola's strate-
gic position at the crossroads between central Af-
rica and the southern subcontinent, the importance
of its economic wealth and exploitable potential,

and the massive presence of imperialist investment

— are neverthe less the fundamental premises for a
neocolonial option, For in spife of the existence

of an agricultural sector having o precapitalist econ-
omy, and above and beyond the presence of signif-
icant colonial interests, Angola is a capitalist coun-
try largely dominated by imperialist capital.

The imperialist presence in Angola dates back, par-
tially at least, to the granting of the first prospect-
ing concessions to the Portuguese in the riineteenth

century. The Anglo-South African company Diamang,

for example, was able fo prospect for diamonds
throughout three=fourths of the territory of Angola -
beginning. in 1920, But the systematic opening of -

" the country to foreign capital, which followed. the

launching of the armed struggle by the MPLA (Movi-
mento Popular de Libertagdo de Angola — People's
Liberation Movement of Angola) in 1941, entailed
the preponderant installation of American inferests
in the petroleum, mining, and banking sectors. At
the present time, the United States is the largest
customer and third-largest supplier of Angola, buy-
ing in particular 54,9% of Angola's coffee and
40.9% of its oil. This U.S. interest weighs heavily
on the economic and political future of the future
independent stute, as has already been seen in the
support extended by the Gulf Qil Corporation to

the so~called Cabinda Liberation Frent (the FLEC).
In 1971 Gulf Qil, one of the most powerful of Amer-
ican trusts, took in the equivalent of $70 million

by exploiting Cabinda's oil. This little trifle con-
stitutes a serious “motivation” for maintaining the.
American econemic grip!

- All the. 1mper|c||st countries have * |n’reresfs in one

or another.sector-of the Angolan economy, from the

. Belgian diomond companies to the French and Sou'rb

African oil companies (ELF-ERAP), not to.mention

" ‘English, German, and Japanese capital. The eco-
" nomic map of Angola today is a veritable checker-

bourd of multiple imperialist concessions.

-Portuguese capital stitl holds.an imporfant position
in this race for profits, In foct, through association

with foreign capital and ’rhrough the colbmai trade
monopoly, a Portuguese finance capital has devel-
oped in symbiosis with the imperialist investments.
These are the "grand families" like Melo {of the

 CUF — Companido Unido Fabril), Chcmpahmaud_

Espirito Santo, Borgés and lrm@o, the recent nation=
alization of whose interests make the Portuguese
government o "direct shareholder” in the imperialist
exploitation of Angola.

Moreover, the expansion of the white colon: popula-
tion (which stood at 600, 000.in 1973) and the swell-
ing of profits drawn from the coffee plantations have
stimulated the emergence of a small local manufac-
turing industry finked to satisfaction of the needs-
of the colonial market; this provides the basis of
accumulation by the colonial bourgeoisie through
the superexploitation of the Angolan proletariat,

This process has led to a social differentiotion with-
in the colonial bourgeoisie itself, the linchpin of

the ruling class in Angole and the major base of sup- |
port for any reactionary project. The dlfferenhchon

“is threefold:

*A big industrial, commercial, and landed bourgeoi-

sie (owners'of small industries, large-scale fraders,
plantation owners, etc.}, which controls the sec-
endary economic sectors and is grouped around the -
Commercial and industrial Association of Aagola.

* Structurally tied to the Portuguese bourgeoisie, this

layer commands only @ weak degree of political in-
dependence and has rallied to the neocolonial pro-

" ject with the perspective of extending its field of

activity (through expanding the internal market
among the black population and through investment
projects in the neighboring neocolonial countries)
and of thus entering into ¢lose relations with Zaire
and the right-wing nationalist movements, the FINLA
and UNITA (Unido Nacional para Independéncia
Total de Angola — National Union for the Total

~Independence of Angola). Thus, Mobutu made an

overture to the owners of the coffee plantations,
promising thém guaranteed profits in Zaire if they
would agree to support the FNLA.

*A middle bourgeoisie linked to the colonial admin=
istration (top managers and liberal professionals).

*A commercial and administrative petfy bourgeoisie.
It is especially among this layer of "small whites”
that the most reactionary elements are found.

With the aid of the Portuguese bourgegisie and. the
racist regimes of South Africa and Rhodesia, these,
social forces have formed a number of reactionary’
organizations: ’

*The FUA (Angolan United Frant), led by the en-
gineer Fernando Falcdo, president of the Commer-

- cial and Industrial Association of Lobito, who pro-

“tested: ogalnsf hls exclusion from the Alvor negotia-

Co hons

L *The PCDA {Christian Demoecratic. parfy of Angola)
" whose chief, Garcia Dongala, sees the ENLA and

UNITA as "fhe real materia! and political strengrh
of the country” and considers strikes to be “preju~
dicial" both to the workers and to the "national

economy" ! ,




The FRA (Resistance Front of Angola), a paramili-
"tary formation of reactionary colons whose represen-
tatives openly compare it to the OAS (Organisation
de I'Armée Secréte — Secret Army Organization,

the reactionary. terrorist-organization of French
colons in Algeria),

_ The opportunism of these parties, and their lack of
political independence as well, ‘has been revealed
by their adoption of each of the various proposals
syccessively advanced by the representatives of the
Portuguese bourgeaisie to settle the ¢olonial prob-
lem. After first advocating the nedcolenial federa-

~ tion and then "self<determination, " they now pro-
- claim their support for independence and are ori-

enting toward a rapprochement with the FNLA; un-'
der the aegis of Mobuiu. They thus indicate their - »
' progressive integration into'the neocolonial plan

to "destabilize" the transition government by strength-
ening the reactionary axis formed by the right=wing

" nationalist movements, Zaire, and the reactionary
‘colonial parties. : R

The rapprochement is being effected on the field of .

struggle, by means of denouncing strikes, exacer- -
- bating racism, and utilizing the sadly famous strat-
egy of tension. :

Thus, Angola nearly experienced a "truckers' sirike. " '

Af the end of November the fruck owrers anncunced
" their desire to go on.strike against the "lack of se-
curity on the roads." Not satisfied with being granted-
escorts, they demanded the resignation of Rosa Cou=
tinho (head of the government junta), who was called
a "communist" and. nicknamed "the red admiral” just
at the time that the FNLA wos denouncing him as
being pro~-MPLA. The maneuver was crude, and the
strike did not take place (because of its unpopu ler-
ity and becaise of the defection of the smali-scale
truckers); but imperialism and its agents were already
trying to create a Chilean~type situation.. .
“1n face of the existence of such social and economic
forces, if is necessary fo analyze both the MPLA's"
dangerous illusions-about "the unity of the Angolan
nation” and the criminal silenée of the reformists
dbout, the role of the colonial bourgeoisie in Angola.
~ This also means that the debate on the obtaining of

- Angolan nationality is not a simple matter of “style"
when approached in.closs terms and-that it is urgent
to offer clearly anticapitalist perspectives fo the
growing mobilization of the Angolan foilers.

The stakes in t_he struggle

During the past several years the center of gravity

of the struggle of the Angolan masses has shifted

from the rural regions (within which the armed strug-

gle and liberated zones of the MPLA had been’con-

fined) to the urban. centers, where workers. combat-
- jvity hes asserted itself, . particularly during the
 Luonda strike of September 1973. Even though the

- 'MPLA was experiencing serious difficulties (internal -
divisions, military problems, etc.}, there appeared -

_Fn;rh"e_: urban centers @ young, he’qv—i_lf_cgnc_e-fﬂratec_.|~,
" 'dnd combative proletoriat, the. direct product of

s " copitalist exploitation. This proletdriat,: while lack-

 ing organizational links to the armed struggle, was.

- oo 1 | o
sirongly affected by the prestige of the MPLA and
entered the political scene by combining economic
demands and an advanced anticolonial consciousness
in its struggles, in spite of the colonial repression.
But the principal victory of the Angolan oré letariat
over the shilly-shailying of the Porfuguese govern=

ment was the virtuelly spontanecus reaction of the
laboring massés to the racist crimes committed by
the colons. As was noted in Revolugdo Socialista,
organ of the revolutionary Marxist militants of Lu-
anda: "The struggle that was developed in the
musseque (slums) of Luanda by the laboring masses,
who burned out and expelled the merchants in re-
sponse to the massacres committed by the most reac-
ticnary forces of the bourgeoisie — even fhough it
was ill=organized and spontaneous (which resulted
in the products of the pillage not being fairly redis-
tributed to the most needy} — compeled the Portu-

" guese bourgeoisie, which had wanted to end the colo-

nial war while maintaining its colonialism by mecns
of a federation after a referendum, to recognize the
right of the peoples of the colonies to independence.”

To the reformists who deny the social role of the

- "small whites" of Angola and confine themselves

to denouncing the "racism™ of the ‘black urban
masses, we answer that the struggle of the urban
masses against those who symbolize capitalist exploi-

-tation most directly in their eyes {small merchants,

loan sharks) represents the first stage-of a class re=

‘flex; further, whether these "emotional" reactions
- will avoid being wrecked on' the reef of racism ond
.- instead take on their full anticapitalist significance

will depend on the emergence and organizetion of

_a'revalutionary vanguord.. Already, some advanced - .

experiences in self-orgonization by the workers-(the .

- “establishment of rank-and-file committees.inthe ...

neighborhoods.qnd factaries) testify fo the 'rqdicqli"zq:' :
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tion of the movement. At the very moment of the
inauguration of the fransition goverrment, for ex-
ample, the coordinating committee of these rank-
and-file bodies in Luanda announced a "national
week of action for people’s power, " calling on "the -
progressive student organizations and the workers'
commissions and associations" to solidarize with the
initative and to discuss the slogan of "people’s pow-
er" in general ossemblies in the factories and neigh--
borhoods. Vigorously deriounced by the FNLA and
UNITA both of which saw fhis "pseudo people's

.power" as an incursion upon the compefences of the

coalition government and as "the germ of the break~
up of Angolan society, " this week of action was
concluded with a combative popular assembly of
more than 100,000 people (chanting "Poder popu-
larf") and by a meeting of a national assembly of
the - rank-and-file committees.

“Thus, the -ques’rioﬁ of the seizure of power by the

toilers as the outlet for the current struggles haos
been posed by the dévelopment of the outlines of
a situation of dual-power. But the MPLA, which

- holds hegemony over the workers of the urbon cen-

ters, fundamentally bases its policy on a strategy

- of making agreements at the top, of holding a* "dia-

logue™ with "ali the parhes, “ard of placing uII
its bets on the future of the "democratic process”

_in Portugal; the role assigried to the mbbilizc‘x’rion

of the masses is that of "exerting pressure to influence
the relationship of forces within the government."
In face of the breadth and the dynamic of the mobi-.
lization, the MPLA has been constrained to adopt

an ambiguous attitude. For example, Neto himself
(the president of the MPLA) — ‘who at Benguela sup-
ported the principle of "people's power™ and ina. -
popular meeting in Luanda denounced the "lackeys «

~ of imperialism" who want fo prevent the “people -

from assuming power" — sanctioned the.incldsion’
of the FNLA and UNITA in the transition govern—
ment, stating that he desired the closest collabora-

_tion with them in the name of "the unity of the
~ Angolan nation, " :

_ ocations committed by the armed bands:of the FNLA
were the most violent. .

just at the-moment when the prov-

In this situation, the political response of the MPLA
has been very insufficient. In its desire to be
"realistic” so as fo block the path of the ultras, the
MPLA is preaching an alliance with the democratic
sectors (an alliance that it already maintains with
the MDA, the Angolan Democratic Movement), re-
fusing to tuke up the tasks of preparing the masses
for the inevitable confrontation with reacfion, and
thus tracing out a path of development leading to-

“ward the ebb of the mass mobilization under the
blows of coun’rerrevo[uhonury attacks. Mere tactical - - ..

reference fo "people’s power" is not sufﬁcaenf to

-open the road to the seizure: of power by the labor=

ing masses. Central anticapitalist: perspectives are

" necessary in order to avoid the struggle's. being

eroded by localist refre_c:fs_.‘.Ti'qs is-all jh_e.mor_e true
in that the neocelonialist framework set by the-

" Alvor accords is begmnmg to.suffer” ?he initial ‘at-

tacks of the masses, ds is. indicated: by _fhe demon-
stration of several-tens of fhouscnds;- fworkers in
Luundd agcnnsr fhe 90vernmenf 's de < ‘_"mi-li;- '

tarize" labor in the port of the capital cnd by the
proliferation of strikes affirming the workers’ will -
to get rid of racist employers and managers .

Since it has placed itself within the strict framework
of the "agreements that have been reached, " the
MPLA is finding itself torn between i*s link at the
top with the reactionary forces within the govern-
ment and the participation of its rank and file i in

the mobilization of the Angolan toilers,

Transition government - toward
what independence ?

The Alver aceords with the Portuguese governmenf

while silent on the future of imperialist capital,

are quite explicit about the need to "respect the
finks and legitimate inferests of Portuguese living
in Angola." The transition government thus finds
itse|f being the privileged instrument of ¢ neocolo-

nial solution that is henceforth implicit in the facts
of the situation. The exclusion from the government

~ of direct representatives of the colonial bourgeoisie,
" of the Chipenda faction of the MPLA, and of the

FLEC of Cabinda appears to be a provmoncl mea~-_ .
sure aimed at staggering over fime the implementa=

* tion of the various elements of the neocclonial plan.

In fact, Chipenda has now joined *he_FNLA and it
is envisaged that he will participate in the coalition
government; meanwhile Neto (of the MPLA) is pro-
posing to "discuss with those who want Cabinda to

- separate (from Angela)".and to "find the best solu-

tion" {perhaps an Angola-Zaire-Cabinda "oil" fed-
eration?). For his part, Roberto Holden (president
of the FNLA) is.proposing a "nonexclusive dialogue®
in the name of the "higher interests of the Angolan
nation" (including all classes and all capital, of
course). s

Thus, all the mediators of the neocolonial project
were present at the negotiating table in Alvor; be=
hind them lurked the shadow of the capM-ahsr inter-
ests in Angola.

" The role of the Porfuguese government in all this is

limited to that of intermediary defending the inter-
ests of the colons and of capifalist investment in

. Angola, For, as has been nofed by Almeida Santos,.

the minister of "decolonization™: "Portugal is not
rich enough to nurture the slightest neccolonial jn-
clination” (on its own, obviowslyi). The recent na-
tionalization of the banks in Portugal neverthe less
directly implicates the Portuguese government in
the economic &xploitation of Angola,

The surest pawn in the imperialist strategy is the

FNLA, whose links with imperialism through the

aid if receives from Mobutu's Zaire (bastion of cap-
italist investment in central Africa) are obvious.
Fundamentally, regionally based (in the Bakongo

“stronghold in the North) and rightist in character, .-
- this organization has created a veritable border
“army that foday occupies the rich agricultural re-
. gionof Uige in' northern Angola, in close collab-"
“oration with the colonial planters. In Doiqrondo,
. capitalof the Cuaza Norte district, the FNLA re-. -
. cently opened a "house of the people” and a hospi-
¢ . tal located in the very offices of the Santos Dinis. .
L coffee company, ‘which amicably donated the facil--



ities, The return the firm receives in the form of

the. "moderating” role played by the FLNA in the

struggles of the agriculturdl workers on the colonial
" plantations is e05||y lmGgmed

m.ough the CAAT (Afraccn—Amerlcun Labor Cenrer),
which includes the trade unions of Zaire,; the FNLA
is.linked to the proimperialist trade-union outfit,
-the International Confederation of Free Trdde Unions.
As iong ago as 1973.a'seminar on trade-union train-

“ing'was held in Zaire organized by the CGTA (Gen-

" eral Conference of Angolan Workers), the Genera!
League of Angolan Workers, and the FNLA, in col=
laboration with the CAAT. It is not surprising that
the FNLA is now denouncirig the "campaign for .
people's power" on the grounds that it is leading
the country "to o people’s dictatorship” and is claim-
ing that "the people, who are beiievers, energet-

ically reject atheistic communism, " and is opposmg

'any unification of the trade: umons. .

In face of the developmenf of struggles, the FNLA
is issuing manifold appeals for the "unity, respon-
sibility, and discipline of alf Angolans” and is de-
nouncing "the campaigns of agitation, subversion,
and ideological aggression being waged among the
- people.” The FNLA is thus putting itself forward as
the motor force of repression, resorting to the most.
_.wolent provocations against the radicalized mili-
_tanis of the MPLA, as in Luanda, where about fifty
_militints were dssassinated. At the same time, the

FNLA's border army increasingly appears as the cen-

tral pillar of the reactionary military potential.

‘Last month, for example, an armed FNLA commando
- sacked the installations of the Luanda redio station,
maltreating the workers and torturing an announcer
close to the MPLA who was accused of giving too
much play to fh_e cumpcngn for people's power.

Similarly, a motorized column of 500 FNLA troops
has just set itself up in the capital, thus overturning
the military relationship of forces with the MPLA

in preparation for very violent social conflicts as
independence approaches,

The UNITA group, led by Jonas Savimbi (who came
out of the FNLA), has long collaborated with Por~
. tuguese troops against the MPLA, Despite the sup-
port it received until 1970 from Peking (and now
seems fo be receiving again) ond despiteé the sup-
port it has received from Mao~Stalinist groups in
Europe (because of its Maoistic verbiage), UNITA
appears to be a central piece in the neocolonial .

- ternal influences.

. oration with

strategy. This is attested by the support it gets from
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certain white colons (especially Faledo’s FUA). lts -
current tactic in deceiving the Angolan masses con--

. sists in "playing down" its embarrassing contacts

with the white colons and inaffirming its will "to

--.cenitruct a socialist society, " for the ‘Angolan peo-

ple are "exrremely intransigent” at the present time

 and.are susplc:ous of orgonizations subject o "ex-
" This organization claims that- it

is playing a "mediating role in the government al«
lionee, " but the natural bent of rightist nationalism

is pushing it into close collaboration with the FNLA

UNITA defines itself as @ "force for union, peace,

"“in the direction of maintaining order" (capitalist

" order, that is), as wos expressed in Savimbi’s be-

havier when he exhorted striking workers in Luanda
to return fo work and himself went fo work in their -
place.

‘and harmony améng the races and the various sectors.
' cmd layers of the population"; |fdep|oys its efforfs

In this cohtext, the essential Funchon of the transi-

tion government is to prepare the neocolonial jurid-
ico~political framework for guaranteeing that when
independence comes, there will be a transfer of
power withbut any popular anticapitalist mobi liza-
tion of any scope. The initial measures taken last

-February perfectly attest to this concern. For ex-

ample, after the clashes in Luanda "all popular as-
semblies" were prohibited, while the council of
ministers called on "the workers and the trade-union
bodies to suspend all striles until the transition gov-
ernment takes the measures necessary for arranging
to safeguard the rights of the laboring closses,™
As for the MPLA, which we do not place in the
same category with the FINLA and UNITA, its het-
erogeneity, political weakness, and bureaucratic
deviations are the factors serving to integrate it in-
to the colonial process. Its acceptance of the Alvor
"compromise” — an act that falls within the gen-
eral lines of the opportunist decisions that have
been burecucratically made by the leadership under
the pressure of the nectolonial states — is the di-
rect product of its political weaknesses (and second-
arily of Stalinist influence). This iron colar pre-
vents the MPLA as a whole from going beyond its
present policy of strictly tacticel reliance on the
mass movement in the framework of o reformist pro-

ject with only a narrowly national dimension. This

is especially ominous in that a disquieting process

of unification is going on among the FNLA, UNITA,

and the most rightist elements of the MPLA around
the denunciation of "strikes that place the national
economy in danger" and around the call for collab-
"the political formations that were not
present at mlvor, " thus laying the basis for broaden-
ing the transition government to the right.

This policy of the leadership of the MPLA, far from
permitting the reduction of the intensity of the in-

evitable social clashes between the laboring mdsses

and the various representatives of caplrclllst inter~
ests in Angola, instead lays the groundwork for a
capitulation to those inferests. :

For a revolutienary alternative

Neverthe less, the mobilization on which the MPLA
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 pendence" or

has been forced to base itself is engendering o dy~
namic of siruggle that is entering into oppbsition
with the leadership's opportunist policy toward the
petty bourgeoisie and the "liberal" fraction of the
colenial bourgecisie, thus accentuating the internal
contradictions of the movement. The bureaucratic -
oractice of the leadership end the imits it has set
on the mobilization of the workers are factors that
permit the radiceélization of rank-and-file militants
who are in direct contact with the popular mobiliza~
tion. Further, the MPLA's participation in the state
apparatus intensifies the neocolonial pressures on
the organization, while at the same time the lead-
ership's political independence of the militant rank
and file is growing.
This organization is the ob|ecf of a twofold evolu-
tion foday: On the one hand, the Neto current is
growing in strength and the other rwo fendencies
that emerged at the last congress have been elimi-
nated; on the other hand, there has begun a radi-
calization of the rank and file and a fragmenting
within the local committees, which are permeated
by many polifical currents. This twofold evolution
wos expressed in the latest decisions of the MPLA
central committee (February 1975), While a reer-
gonization was planned so that the MPLA "would
Fol!ow a mass line more consns?enl‘iy and so that
“a close link between the rank and file and the top
leadership" might be established, the MPLA's sup-
port for the transition government and ifs willingriess
to "collaborate with it closely" was reaffirmed,
This arganization, with its multiclassist aspirations,

has always hidden its lack of debate and infernal
democratic life behind the vague terms "real inde-

(and today, "people’s power"), This absence of de-
bate and democratic life within the organization is
now being expressed in the organization's extréme
heteérogeneity and in the omnipotence of o pelitical
leadership representing a reFormlst nationalist cur-

" rend.

The strengthening of the Neto current because ‘of .
its "historic” prestige among the Angolan masses

 and because of the support it receives from local

reformists is permitting the deve!opmenr of collab-
oration between the MPLA and the MDA {an orga-
nization with "liberal” conceptions, composed of
lawyers and other members of the liberal professions;
it is rather close to the Portuguese Communist party)
and o recomposition of the internal political lineup
of the MPLA. _

Thus, . the discussions thot have been initiated be-
tween the-Neto leadership and Mario and Pinto de
Andrade and Gentil Viana, representatives of the
"active revolt" fendency, seem to be oriented fo-

_ ward an individual reintegration of these elements,

“as is indicated by the retention of Pinto de Andrade

as vice-president of the MPLA. The heterogereity

of the "active revoli™ tendency was, it is true, very
great, But above and beyond the "family regroup=
ment" arcund the Andrades, Maoistic elements have
organized and have denounced the "penetration {in-
to the MPLA)} of social imperialism through Neto."
Having only an empirical grasp of the Stalinist pres-
sure being exerted on the Neto leadership, these

‘elements seem to have ng future, as they are cut

"national and democratic government'.

off from the mobilization of the workers and lack
altémative perspectives. Moreover, a good number
of these milttants either have simply "dropped out"
or have individually re|omed the MPLA,

The case of Chipendq's "Revolt of the East" tendency
is different; here the dispute was settled much more
energetically. The MPLA launched a military opera-
tion against ?he.represen,fczhves of this-faction in
Angola, who appeared more and mere openly. as a
major efement in a reactionary plan for civil war.

In any case, this group is reported to have recently
received arms and mercenaries trained in Brazil.

But this "milifary operation, " undertaken in the ab-
sence of any-appeal for the mobilization of the work-
ers, was justified in an MPLA communiqué on the

" basis of imposing réspect for the Alvor accords,
- which were presented aos the “political and consti-

tutional bases . . . of the decolonization of our
country™ [ And foday it is through the FINLA (and
soon through the government?) that Chipenda can
integrate himself into the imperialist sirategy, un-
der the "cover" of the Alvor accords .

This policy of bargaining at the fop and of constant
refererice to the Alvor accords (the disguised neo-.
colonial framework) cdn only strengthen the aggres-
siveness of the reactionury forces and the cohesion
of the rightist currents within the MPLA itself,

In addition, it is above all outside the MPLA, in ' -
the focal committees, that we are seeing the emer-
gence in the urban centers of various political cur-
rents, among them small revolutionary Marxist nu=~
clei, which still have indistinct outlines but which
are trying to work out a strategy of anticapitalist

-struggle linking the battle of the Angolan masses to

the struggle for the socnchs'r revoluhcn interna-
tionally:

*The Amilcar Cabral commlr’rees, which are publish-
ing a journal called Revolugdo Popular and some
supplements under the title Libertagdo Nacional.
The twofcld title of their press is itself an indica~
tion of the stagist and Maoistic ‘conceptions of these
groups, which are sfruggling for "complete indepen-
dence" and "people's democracy. ™ Their empirical
comprehension of the embryonic development of a
situation of dual power in Angela (a situation they
see as opposing the "bourgeois regime of the palace”
to the "popular regime of the country"} does not
enable them to offer alternarive perspectives trocing
out the road to the seizure of power by the toilers;
rhey limit themselves to issuing general propc:gandc
in favor of "the consolidation of people's power"

and of "people’s democracy, " -

*The Unity committees, a creation of militants of

the Portuguese Communist party; they lnclude some
members of the MPLA,

*The Henda committees, named for one of the heroes
of the armed struggle of the MPLA; they include
Macist militants influenced by the MRPP (a Portu-
guese Maoist group) these committees cppécr to
have a base in some of the slums of Luanda,
Nevertheless, all of these groups remain within the
framework of radical nationalism overlaid with grad-
valist Maoistic formulations. They restrict themse fves
to lining up behind the MPLA in a tail-endist man-




ner and combine this with a wcrped notion of the
"maximum program” reflected in propagandain
faver of "people's democracy."” In face of the af-
Firmation of the necessity of going beyond the MPLA
with the perspective of a resolute struggle for the'
socialist revolution, .these currents make an abstrace
tion of the tasks of developing strugg les of the la-
boring masses with the perspective of a revolutionary
seizure of power; they cling to an almest "moral”
conception of the unity ‘of the MPLA and thus d(::ny :
the profound heterogeneity of this _-afgd'r‘x_izcx‘iion'.
*On the basis of the rapid spread of revolutionary
Marxist ideas in Portugal itself.and: of the new situa-
‘tion created by the April 25, ]974/:‘3‘5&?} d smatl
revolytionary Marxist nucleus has been formed in
Luanda around the journal Revelugéo Socialista.
In the editorial of ‘its Sepfember-_1974-.?-5_5&)8, the
iournal explained the reasons for its existence this
way: o - P RS AP TR
“"Angotan workers and ioifers! - 1

~"No, it is not yet cnorhér_pqr_fr)'/':'c”fé-pé'iné upitis

only g journal, cne that owes its allegigncste the e

" workers and is for the workers; Tt wants to be with .
them in their struggles and in their daily life, to.
help them overcome the obstacles onthe road to a
truly free Angola, to an absolutely complete inde-
pendence in which any sort of exploitation will
once and for ail be banished from our ferritory, to
a socialist Angela. o

“Al} power to the toilers! For an independent and
sccialist Angelal”

19

The only journal tc assert that the ‘battle for the so-
cialist revolution is on the ogenda in Angola right
naw, Revolugéo Socialista supports the MPLA inits
mass initictives, on the basis of an analysis of tne
internal contradictions of this erganization and of-

its relationship to the mass movement; ot the same

time, it asserfs the maintenance of the political in-.

* dependence of its propaganda.

Thus, the jeurnal calls upon the mifitants of the
MPLA and all the Angolan workers "to go beyond
the phase of national democtacy and to undertake
the building of o revelutionary party, vanguard of
the struggle of the toilers for the seizure of power,
for the socialist revolution.™ _

In spite of its still limited thegretical and marerial =
strength, Revolugac Socialista is fighting to clari®y -
the stakes of the present struggles of the Angzlan
workers by carrying on propaganda for seli-orgdniza~:

- tion,and self-defense, by popularizing exemplary

workers strikes, by denouncing the reactioncry oar= -

. Hes and their collusion with the righfist netionalizr
movements, and by calling for the formation o claggs
" trade unions of the workers, the only sccial-force '

~

capable of really carrying out the tasks of national
liberation by going beyond them in the struagle for
the power of the workers and peasants, by forging
the "revelutionary union" of the Angolan proletariar
and peascnfry, and by ultimately integrating their
struggle into the batile of the oppressed masses of
the antire African continent for the socialist revolu-
tion, B '
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in the whirlwin

permanent revolution

Because of its strategic positien and economic potential,

Angola represents an important.prize for the entire Afri-
can revolution. [ts economy has many ties with the
other countries of the region: The hydroelectric project
in the Cunene basin, which involves South Africon in-
terests arnd concerns northern Namibia too, the coffee
production-linked to imports from Zaire, and the Ben-
guela roilroad, export route for Zambian and southern
Zaoire mining production are illustrations of these ties,
The existence of ethnic groups divided over borders

(Bakongos in the north, Civambos in the south} further
strengthens these ties by involving the neocolomal gov-

ernments of the entire region. .

Moreover neccolonial reaction has cfearly understood
the stakes represented by Angolo for the fufure srcb|hry
of the Congolese, Zairois, Zambian, and even Tan-

. zanian regimes

“regionalist basis,

Mobutu's regime in Zcure is conflrmmg its function as
strong link in the imperialist chain by arming, training,
and financing the FINLA (Frente Nacional de Liberta-
¢dio de Angola — Angole National Front of l.iberation),
o rightist-organization originally founded on a Bakongo
Zambia and the Congo have stepped

up their facticna! manipulations within the MPLA /Mo~
vimento Popular de Libertagdo de Ango|o — Pegple's
Libération Movement of Angeola), as was especially”
clear during the Lusaka congress of rh|s orgc:mzc?uon,
held in August 1974.

From another dngle, - the oil companies = acting through
the ‘good offices of Brazzaville (the Conge) and Kin-
shasa (Zcure) the two eities that harbor the two fac=
tions of the so-cailed FLEC {Frente de leerm;uo do
Encravado de Cabinda — Liberation Front of the Ca-,
binda Enclave) — covet Cabinda and its oil.

tn addition, African diplomacy as a whole, through the
intermediary of the Organization of African Unity

-{QAU), weighs on the Angolan situation, pressing in-

the direction of o nescolonial solution, with Kenya
acting as @ go-between for.the FNLA, MPLA, and
UNITA (Unido Nacional para Independéncia Total de
Angela — National Union for the Total Independence
of Angola), os it did at the time of the Mombassa cc-
cord and during the latest negotiations in Nakuru.

The Angolan situation thus plays a-decisive rofe in the
framework of the modification of imperialist tactics in

~southern Africa. South African: diplomocy, which is

temporarily aiming at achieving a consensus with the

- néocolonidl regimes and the FRELIMO in Mozambique,
" is disturbed by an Angolan situation that could not only .

threaten South African economic interests-in Angola,

"’but more importantly could trigger a polmcol and so—'

'c:uI crisis rhroughout fhe reglon.

' _'Thus, all the tmpenahs% ond pl’OlmPEriOth Fachons ond
" forces are seeking to intervene:in the -Angolan sufuu’rlon

“ wvention extends dll the way through to Brazil, whmh

 the interest of all Portuguese speclkers.

is playing the game of * |mpc=rhal" aid, " in: the nOme of

"in order to preserve their shore of. the profits; the mfer—

o

Thus,

witl become an important fagtor in the future evoluhon

Concurrently, it is the duty of the proletariat and the
internatione! revoluticnary movement net to abandon
Angela to imperialist appetites without a struggle. From
this point on, the revolutionary lessons that must be
drawn from the mobilization of the laboring masses of
Angola — d mobilization that is occurring through work-
ers struggles and the exemplary forms of organization de-
ve loping among the urbedn masses — go well beyond

the narrow naticnal framework and concern the whole

of the African revalution.

It is therefore ingispensable for African youth and the
internationa! anti-imperiailst movement to become con-
scious both of the continentel dimension of the Angalan
crisis and of the necessary tasks of support that t-i'ns im=

. plies.

Against the neocolonial holy alliance it is crucial fo
orgenize the revolutionory elements of the Conge,
Zaire, and Zambia in ¢ framewark of permanent mili-
tent support to the Angolon masses Tn struggle for their
emdncipation.

But the Angolan situation is also important for all Euso-
pean and Nurth American revolutionaries, for it in-
volves large investments by the various European bour-
geoisies and the American bourgeoisie, and what hap~
pens in Angola also offects the relationship of forces
inPortugal. -

infernational solidarity with the Angolan masses.

of the rélationship of forces in the country,:

This is especidlly true because the Maoist policy of sup-

poiting Mobutu's sinister game in the framework of main-
taining good Sino-Zairois relatigns and of supporting..
the FNLA (Chinese military advisers are training the

FMNLA's aggression troops) contributes to bolstering the
imperialist project of creating @ neocolonial Kinshasa-

Luanda axis. |n the meantime, _the Soviet Union and

“the "people's democracies” of East Eurcpe ore cohren'f _
'#o provide only eye-dropper-sized aid to the MPLA,

&im being to safeguard their future relations with Ho!—

' den Roberto {the FNLA)}.

The evolution of ihe political situation in Angela will
thus condition the future relationship . of forces in cen-
tral Africa and the southern subcontinent to a large ex~
tent; the future of the new independent state of MOZCIm-

‘bique will be especially affected.

The political tasks of Angelan revolutionary Marx|sts
must be worked out within the framework of o concep-
tion that integrates the evolution of Angola info. the
enhre AFI’ICOﬂ revo!uﬂoncry process

This pohcy of bargaining at the top and of constant
reference to the Alvor accords (the disguised neo-
colonial framework) can only strengthen the aggres-
siveness of the reactionary forces and the cohesion

. ..of the rightist currents within the MPLA itself,

win addifion, ‘it is above all outside the MPLA, in- . .-
“the local committees, that we are seeing the emer- .5~

S gence in the Urban centers of various political cur-

. .rents, among them small revolutionary Marxist nu-
. clei, which still-have indistinct outhines but which =




are trying fo.work out a strategy of anticapitalist”
struggle linking the battle of the Angolan masses to
the struggle for the socialist revoluhon interna~- -
tionally:

*The Amilcar Cabral committees, which are publish-
* ing a journal called Revolugdo Popular-and seme
supplements under the title Libertagdo Nacional.
The twefold title of their press is itself an indica-
tion of the stagist and ‘Maoistic conceptions of these

groups; which are struggling for "complete indepen-

dence" and "people's democracy. " Their-empirical
comprehension of the embryonic deve lopment of o
situation of dual power in Angola (a'situation they
see as opposing the "bourgeois regime of the palace"
‘to the "popular regime of the country”) does not

" enable them to offer alternative perspectives tracing
out-the road to the seizure of power by the toilers;

_ they limit themselves to issuing general propagondc:
in favor of "the consolidation of peop[e s power

and of "people's democracy ., "

*The Unity committees, o creation of militants of
the Portuguese Communist pcr’ry, they mc[ude some
members of the. MPLA.
* The Hendd committees, named for one of the heroes
of the armed struggle of the MPLA; they include
Maoist militants influenced by the MRPP {a Portu~
_guese Maoist group); these committees appear to
have o base in some of the sfums of Luanda.
Nevertheless, all of these groups remain within the
framework of radical nationalism overlaid with grad-
ualist Maoistic formulations, They restrict themse ves
to lining up behind the MPLA'in.a tail-endist-man-~-
ner and combine ’rhls with a warped notion of the
“rmhaximum progrem” reflected in propagenda in
favor of “people's democracy.” In face of the af-
firmation of the necessity of going beyond the MPLA
with the perspective of a resolute struggle for the
socialist revolution, these currents make an abstrac~
tion of the tasks of developing struggles of the la-
boring masses with the perspective of a ‘tevolutionary
seizure of power; they cling to an almost “moral”
conception of the unity of the MPLA and thus deny
the profound heterogeneity of this organization.
*On the basis of the rapid spread of revolutionary

“Marxist ideas in Portugal itself dnd of the new situa- -

tion created by the April 25, 1974, coup, small
revolutionary Marxist nucleus has been formed in
"Luanda around the journal Revolugéio Socialista.

In the editorial of its September 1974 issue, the
journal explained the reasons for ifs existence this
. way: :

"Angolqn workers and toilers!

"No it is not yet another party cropping up! It is
only a iournal, one that owes its allegiance fo- the
work~" and is for the workers; it wants to be erh :
them.in their struggles and in their daily life; to:
“help them overcome the obstucles on the road fo. &
truly free Angola, to an absolutely complete inde:
" pendence in'which any sort.of explo:fahon will
once and for all be bamshed from our: terrﬂory,
a socialist Angolu. ' : i

' "AII power to the ’rmlem‘ For an’ mdependenf cnd'
e soc:chst Angolul" :

”

The only |ournc|l fo assert that the battle for the so-
cialist revolution is on the agenda in Angola right ™

"now, Revolugdo Socialista supports the MPLA in its

mass initiatives, -on the basis of an analysis of the
internal contradictions of this organization and of
its relationship to the mass movement; at the same
time, it asserfs the maintenance of the pollhcaf in=
dependence of its propaganda.

Thus, the journal calls upon the militants of the
MPLA and all the Angolan workers "to ge beyond
the phase of national democracy and fo undertake
the building of a revolutionary party, vanguard of
the struggle of the toilers for the seizure of power,

for the socialist revolution, "
'In spite of its still limited-theoretical and material

strength, Revolugao Socialista is fighting to clarify

_ the stakes of the present sttuggles of the Angolan:

workers by carrying on propaganda for self-organiza-
tion and self-defense, by popularizing exemplary
workers strikes, by dencuncing the reactionary par=
ties and their collusion with the rightist nationalist
movements, and by calling for the formation of class
trade unions of the workers, the only social force
capable of really carrying out'the tasks of national
liberation by, going beyond. them in the struggle for
the power of the workers and peosants, by forging
the "revolutionary union” of the Angolan proletariat -
and peasantry, and by ultimately integrating their
struggle into the battle of the oppressed masses of
the entire African contment for the socmi:st revolu-
tion. @

From Spmola to the transmon
government - g

The essential aim of the reorientation of 1mper|c:hsr
strategy in southern Africa that has occurred in the re-
cent period is to limit both the impact of the "decolo=-
nization" of the Portuguese territories in Africa and

the dynamic of the popular mobilizations that have fol- -
lowed that decolonization, thus assuring the ‘transition
to.o new regional economic and political mtegrchon '
based around South Africa.

Thus, in Angola an attempt was mode to set in motion
a neocolonial solution under the auspices of Mobuty
and with the paiticipation of the Portuguese government.

The Portuguese bourgeoisie and imperialism counted on
settling the thorny problem of the colonial war and si-
multaneously maintaining capitalist exploitation in An-
gola by implementing Spinola's neocolonial plan, which
called for a slow and complex "decolonization" project
including an immediate cease-fire, the formation of @ =
coalition government, ond a referendom to be held in .
the framawork of a federation with Porfugal.- -
This .process was based on the exclusive recognition of
the rightist notionalist forces (FNLA and UNITA) and
on the drafting of "independerice” agreements in asso=
ciation with the direct representatives of the colonial

.- . bourgeoisie (Angolan Unity Front, Angolun Christian ]
"¢+ Democratic party, etc.) with a view to thelr parhmpa-' :
. fion iri"the hansition government. :

The secret talks on Sal lsland in Cape Vérde between g

" Spinola and Mobutu, ‘who presented himself o o spokes-.'

man for’ Chspenda (at the time on MPLA d:ssrdent}, Hol-»

_'..den (FNLA) and Savimbi (UNITA), were cleorly pcrr

o7 of this pr0|eci‘ ‘which wes aimed af shunting aside the'.
U "MPLA at'a time when it was rocked by a grove' mfernai
.':CHSIS ?hc:f was, not unre lured to tine upprouch @F rmpor ‘
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tant political events. (The Chipenda tendency later left
the MPLA and joined the FNLA; the "Active Revolt"
tendency, led by the Andreade brofhers remains. in

the MPLA.) -

But the MPLA's relative mfrar}s:gence on the principle
of independence, its popularity emeng the urban masses,
and political developments in Portugal. itself-{with the
ouster of Sp:nola) oitered the unfoldmg of the initial

neccolonial process. Hf was above all the entrance onto -

the political scene of the Angolcn Taboring madsses
fhrough ‘workers strikes ‘and’ broad mobilizations in the
urban centers that forced’ ‘the Portuguese bourgeoisie
fo recognize the r;ght of ‘rhe peoples of rhe co|on:es to

_independence .’

After Spinola's departure, however, fhe mdin. |mes of
his neocolonial plan were reaffirmed by his successor,
Cosrcl ‘Gomes. On ‘Cetober 10; ]974 ¢ new ‘meeting

whas held between Fontes Pereivd de- Melo, Maobuty,

Holden, and Chipenda, while. in: Angolg itself the rocist

fury of the white ¢o lons wos unlecshed ugmnsi‘ rhe Afri= .
caniihasses’, e

.

. Nevertheless, rhe deepemng of the MPLA s mﬂuence

amony the urban workers; the ‘growing rqd:cqllzqhon :
of the struggles, and the vielent; virtGally spentanecus

‘reaction of the popular. masses of the musseques (urban

" clums) to the rocist aggression forced the recognition

of the MPLA and marked the end of the federalist pre=
tensions of the Spinolists; the |mpenahs?srraregy was

thus pdr’rsuﬂy frustrated.,

We then saw an acce leration of the "process of decolo-

nization," with a spectacular "reconciliation" of the. -

-three liberation movements in Mambassa {Kenya), the

signing of the Alvor accords with the Portuguese govern-
ment, and the establishment of a quadripartite transi-

tion government charged with:administeririg the country
until elections,. scheduled to be held Just before lega}
independence in November 1975 =

Thus, the initial neccolonicl pro[ect was very much al-
tered by the development of the revolurlonary struggles
of the workers of Angola and Portugal, Nevertheless,
the context inwhich the recognifion of the MPLA oc-
curred:(in association with the rightist nationelist move-
menis F_NLA and UNITA) corresponded to the imperiolist
desire to "neutralize” the revolutionary dynamic of the

“independence struggles by ‘incorporating the' MPLA into
" the neocolenial -process ’rhrough the rron5|t|on govern-

“ment,

The Alver cecords, cifhough silen‘? on fhe_ f_u_fure of _im- .
perialist interests in Angola, are very explicit as to
"respect"‘for the interests of the colonial bourgecisie,
They thus set-the general framewark for'a neocolonial
solution, which is now implicit in the facts of the situa-
tion, the major instrument of thot solution-being the
trarsition government. The absence from this govern-
ment of the Chipenda faction of the MPLA (which had
not'yet joined the FNLA when the government was
formed) and the direct representatives of the colonial
bourgeoisie thus appears as a temporary meosure aimed
af stoggering the incorporation of the varicus elements’

. of the neocolonial plan. In fact, Chipenda’s participa-
“tion-in the-government. is now envisaged (he was pc:rt

of the FNLA delegation in Nukuru)

- The: central task of the’ rrunsmon govemmen? is to pre-
pare ‘the neocolonial |ur|d|co political framework to .

guarantee, by virtue of "electorel legitimacy, * that

- the lransition of powar will take place without: ‘any an-
-hcapnchst populer mobilization of any scope. The first

N ,.qq_geu 2 tuken b/ thus governmenr (the bcmnmg of "pop—‘_ )

ular assembiing, " the appeals to workers to return to
work, the "militarization" of labor in the ports) clearly .
attest-to this concern. The transition government today
-appeors as g "“legal" cover for the anti-working-class
measures that have been proposed by the FNLA, UNITA,
and the Portuguese high commissioner and sanctioned

in effect by the MPLA, which is increasingly squeezed
between its collaboration with reactionary forces at the
top and Tts tactical support of the mass movement.

" .'._.

22 Novemi)er ; Kinshasha — Mario Soares with Holden Réberto (FNi.A), '
Savimbi (UNITA) and Chipenda (then in MPLA and now in FNLA}

In the most recent period, the widespread outbreak of
armed c lashes has dangerously compromised the "peace-

. ful process of decolonization™ and the electoral perspec-

tive and has made it necessary to hold a "meeting fo
amend” the Alvor accords so as to permit their actual
implementation, African diplomacy has again mobi lized
to defuse the Angolan powderkeg. Kenya is once again
serving as an intermediary among the three movements,
President Jomo Kenyatta seeking in this way to head
off the erisis of his own regime by appecxrmg as the
“providential man of feconciliation" iri the eyes of Afri-
can opinion, .

The Nakuru conference decided o create the Angolon
nationa! armed forces, disarm the civilian population,
promulgate an electoral law on July 13, and corduet -
a census with@ view toward holding elections to’a con-
~stituent assembly in October 1975, The plan to disarm
the urban masses corresponds to the FNLA and UNITA's:
Broader desire ta deal a blow to all the structures of“
workers sell-organization "not orovided for” in the’
Alvor accords. S :

.

The attitude taken by the MPLA in Nakury Further re-

" veals the opportunist character of the leadership of this

organization, which is prepared o cling to governmen‘rol
power at any price. Nevertheless, if the disarming of

. the urban masses is actually carried out, it will repre-

sent a new and decisive change in the relationship of

forces in face of the imperialist counteroffensive,

a factor that would deepen the internal contradictions
of the MPLA. Such a policy ceuld well be suicidal,

" even for the elements of the MPLA who most respect _
the unity of the government. If a partial defeat for the -
masses can be imposed by selective massacres, the An= .

golan laboring masses would be beaten and the petty-

bourgeois leadership of the MPLA, rendered moperahve,

could well be swept out of the government.

Rut the formation of a Zaire-Angola nedcolorial axis

under the auspices of Mebutu and the FNLA | an oxis' -
‘that rmghr later be in position lo take excessivé csdvcn-

-7 tage of its role as __pollce_man of the region, couid apped




dangerous for certain imperialist interests, .The recent
rumors of @ coup in Zaire could be an expression of the
fear of certain imperialist sectors of the formation of
such a bloc. |n this context, UNITA could fry to offer
a way out of the scrape by coming forward as o miracle
safution, with the support of the most right-wing ele-
ments of the MPLA, That was certainly what UNITA
wals qimi_ng at in sending its representatives on o’ four
of European governments recently,

The workers mobiliz’ation

In recent years the cenfer of the sfruggle of the Angolan
masses_has shifted from the rural regions (to which the
armed struggle and the liberated zones of the MPLA had
" been limited)to the urban centers, where workers com=
bativity has been forcefully asserted, as wes demonstrated
by the Luanda generdl strike of September 1973, While
the MPLA was experiencing serious difficulties (internal

"divisions, military problems), there emerged in the ur-
ban centers @ young, strongly concentrated,.and very -
combative proletariat, the direct product of capita list
exploitation. Although it lacked organic lirks to the
armed struggle; this prole?qric;f was much impressed by
the MPLA's prestige and burst onto the political scene,

_.combining in its struggles economic demands ard-an
advanced anticolonialist consciousness. :

The new situation created by the April-25, 1974, coup

~in Portugal and the relative liberalization that followed
gove the signal for an offensive of struggle. The com-
bativity of the Angolan proletariat, long contained by
colonial repression, exploded in many local strikes that
clearly attested to the workers' desire to expel the fas-
cist employers and managers and put an end to capitalist
superexploitation. But the first significant victory of
the Angolan proletariat over the stalling of the Portu~
guese government came with the nearly spontanecus
resporse of the laboring masses to-the racist crimes com-
mifted by colonial reaction. The relationship of forces
between the laboring masses and the ruling ciass in the
urban centers was suddenly transformed, enabling fens
of thousands of workers fo go through the experience

“of mobilization and struggle. The peried of isclated
economic strikes severely repressed by colonial reaction
then gave way to o period of struggle for elemeatary
democratic rights in the factories;

Through these mobilizations the Angolan workers grqd_'
velly became fomiliar with forms of organization and
sfrugglex that were wholly new for them. Advanced ex-
periences of workers self—organizatior; through the for-
mation of rank~and-file committees in the neighborhoods
and factories illustrate the radicalization of this move—
ment, :

Thus, exactly during the period of the establishment of
the transitior. government, the coordinating body of the
neighborhood committees of the capital initiated a
nweek of national action for people's power, ! proposing
that “progressive student crganizations, workers com-
missions, and workers associations™ held general assem-
blies in the factories and neighborhoeds to discuss the
slogun "consolidate people's power. "

“In the mos? recent period there has also been a prolifera-
tion of strikes and a conjunctural decline in the produc-
Hvity of important economic sectors. In foce of this

"’ situation the transition government passed ¢ decree pro-

Agostinho Neto(MPLA),Holden Roberto(¥FNLA)
and Jonas Savimbi_—’t:ogether at Hakuru,

. - o

" viding for the "militarization” of any factory {public
or private) "in case of emergency” so as to prevent the
process of production and the economy in general from
"falling into chaos and anarchy. " Applied to the port
facilities of Luanda, " this measure met with a broad
response from the port workers. They denounced the .
decree through their trade-union committee, refusing
"to be freated as objects.or instruments of enrichment
in @ process of exploitation that remains unchanged "
There wos a demonstration of several thousand workers
in the capital. This represented the first assault against
the very instrument of the neocolonial process issuing
from the Alvor accords: the coalition government.

Through these experiences of struggle, these strikes ond
demonsteations, and under the impetus of the MPLA
acting in the framework of its tactical support to pop~
ular mobilization, @ trade-union movement took shape
that will be an important factor in the future evolution
of the relationship of forces. Thus, on May 22, 1975,

in Luanda hundreds of thousands of workers respondad

to the call @T@EEZCN??EO”M Union of Angolan work-"
ers) and demonstrated theis solidarity with the MPLA,

Jenauncing the FNLA' reactionary offersive and the

Undeitaking receives from Zaire as well as

support th

the possive ‘Complicity of the Portuguese authorifies.

ﬂé‘y--u_ls_oraiemcmdedﬁtﬂé removol of General Silva Car=
dosc, the Portuguese high commissioner in Angola.

Thus, the central question of the workers seizing power
as the result of the present struggles has been posed by
the beginning of the emergence of a situation of dual
power, The atrempt to coordinate the rank-and-file
committees for people's power in Luanda is o first step
. in this direction. But the mere reference to people's
power with a relatively imprecise class content is not
cufficient to trace out the rood fo the seizure of power
by the laboring masses.

The proliferation of economic strikes directly threaten-
ing the profits of the colonial bourgecisie and asserting ’
the workers' désire to win real independence by putting
an end to capitalisi-exploitation urgently requires uni-
fied anticapitelist perspectives capable of offering an
indispensable overall alternative if the erosion of work-
ers combativity under the blows of reaction is to be
averted. '

One of the essenfial tasks of the Angolan revolutionary
vanguard is to advance an anticapitalist action program
that draws together the unifying economic demands that
have been roised in the present struggles and the de-
mands for‘democratic rights in the factories, calls for-
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the expulsion of the fascist employers and the nation-
dlization of their companies under workers: control, de-
nounces the imperialist grip on the Angolan economy,-
calls for the nationalization of forelgn trusts,. deve lops
demecratic trade-union struetures in the factories ond
rank~and-file bodies in the neighborhoods, -calls for
the deve lopment of populor self-defense militias dgainst

' reac Honary attacks, denounces the attempts of the

Zairois bourgeoisie and imperialism to impese ¢ neoco-
lonial solution in Angola, and finally, links the strug-
gle for independence to the struggle for social transfor-
mation ond the socrahsf revolution. :

Agamst the reactlonary offenswe—'

workers self-defense
The recent provocchons by the armed gongs . oF fhe FNLA

are expressions of the desire to overturn the relationship -

of forces as the date of the independence elections ap-
proaches in a situation of growing radicalization of the

struggle of the Angolan workers, After a lively campaign

denouncing the structures of popular power, the strikes,
and the forms of independent workers mobilization, the

* FNLA in March 1975 Taunched o real military offensive

agoinst the militants of the MPLA and the radicalized
elements of the workers mobi fizations, These murderous
operations = which have killed several thousand civil-
ians — are choracterized by a determined desire to in-
Timidate the popular masses (machine~gunning of demon-
strotions, murders in the pro-MPLA urban slums, etc.).

~ Initially localized in. the cupimi the attacks later .

spread to all the urban centers of the country. They
haove been combined with a vast military occupation of
the northern regions of Angola near the Zaire border,
carried out by the FNLA with the collaboration of the
¢oloniél planters; MPLA militants have been systemat-
|colfy driven out of these areas. In the meantime, fhe

K Chlpenda faction in the east and UNITA in the center-
south are trying to occupy the countryside in order to

counter MPLA hegemony in the urban centers.

At first, these attacks, wh:ch call into, ques‘rlon the
holding of elections before independence, enjoyed the
passive complicity of the Porfuguese authorities. But

the offensive was thwarted by the military reaction of
the MPLA and the armed mobilization of some neighbor-
hood committees, which guardnteed the defense of pop-
uler neighborhoods against the military attacks of FNLA
forces. Far from bringing the popular mobilization to @
halt, these uttacks openly revealed the counterrevolu-
tionary choracter of the FNLA, led to the development
of elementary forms of armed self-defense in some pop-
ular neighborhoods, and thus became a threat to the
smooth functioning of the "process of decclonization. "
The Portuguese authorities, particularly High Commis-
sioner Silva Cardoso, thus broke their silence to denounce

" the participation in the clashes of civilian militias fight-

ing side by sidé with the MPLA. A new agreement, the
stakes of which will be the very existence of these ad-
vanced forms of mass self-organization, then became
necessary. That is what was discussed in Nakuru, Kenya.

1t is thus clear that the FNLA today is the most reliable |

pown in imperialist strategy in Angola, Its ties to impe-
rialism are obvious; they are reflected in the oid the or-
gonhization receives from Mobutu in Zaire {the bastion
of capitalist investment in central Africa) and in the
relarions it has established wnh the African-American

Center of the International Confederation of Free {sic)

~Trade Unions. Fundamentally regloncilst {founded on

the basis of the Bakongo ethnic group in the north) and .
rightist, this movement has recruited a genuine border
army ameng Angelan emigrés in Zaire; it is this ormy
that s now occupying northern Angola.

The FNLA, which hds asserted itself as the motor force
of the repression,” increasingly appears as the ceritral
axis of reactionary military potential. Strengthened by
the recent incorporation of the Chipenda foction, the
FNLA is'the essential instrument in a strategy that is
moving forward by means of successive hammer blows:
against popular mobilizatiors, the aim being to inflict

significant defeats on the laboring masses before inde-

pendence comes. But so for the repeated attacks of the
FNLA have not only failed to reduce workers combat-
ivity significantly, but hove even permitted the strength=
ening of the mobilization and the vtgulunce of ?he work -
ing masses : :

Neverthe less the cnh 'w0rk|ng-clclss repressiont béing
carried out by the FNLA against the radicalized ele-
meits of the MPLA and the mass movement; combined -
with the absence of a'central alternative perspective,
could in fime give rise fo phenomena of demoralization
and localized retreats ifan ongoing situation of tension.
This is especially possible because the repression is be-
coming more selective. The po[nhccl commissar of the
MPLA general staff, commander “Jika," was murdered
in an ambush in Cabinda; the leader of the MPLA youth,
M. Pereira Dos Vandunen, was gunned down while -

driving in his car; and the MPLA hos denounced the
presence in Luanda of o Brazilian ' ‘death squad" com-
posed of individuals who "worked for the CIA in Chile.’

As for the UNITA of Jonas ‘Suvimbi,_ who for a long time
colloborated with Portuguese troops against the MPLA,

- it is an organization founded on a regional basis (the

center-south, around Nova Lisboa). In spife of the sup=-

'porf it has been receiving from China since 1970, its

regional chagacter resulted in ifs being integrated into
the imperialist project very early on., After April 24,
1974, UNITA enjoyed the support of some white colons

. in the center-south region, and Savimbi establiished

fruitful contacts'with the FUA (Angolan Unity Front),
led by the engineer Fernando Faico. His past cotlab-
oration with the Portuguese colonial army and his recog-
nition by o not insignificant portion of the white colon

.popufation gained UNITA entrance into the Alvor nego-

tiations os an indirect representative of the interests of
the colonial bourgecisie,

“After its incorporation into the fransition government,

UNITA made an effort to obtain a minimum implanta-
tion in the urban centers by "suspending” its embarrass- -
ing contacts with the white colons and offirming its po-
sition as a mediator between the FNLA and the MPLA
during the recent clashes. Through this attitude UNITA
hopes to expand its influence by taking advantage of

the FNLA's discredit among the urban laboring masses; -
it |nfends to do this with the aid of,colls to "peace dand
unity.' " Nevertheless, far from being a "third force, "
UNITA, by virtue of the ties it has established with the
colonial bourgeoisie and the support it seems to be re-
ceiving from the European imperiolist sector, appedrs

_as @ complement to the FNLA and o possible alternative
solution for imperialism. '
The current massive departure from Angola of white
colons who are heading back to the colonial metropolis
has deprived UNITA of an important part of its social :
base .. The organization is therefore trying to recompose-




that social base, seeking to extend its influence on the

" basis of regicnalist propogande. Utilizing the feefings
of insecurity that the actions of the FNLA are generating
in Luonda,. UNETA is promoting demonstrations in Luanda
by workers from central and southern Angola to demand }
that they be repatriated to their regions of origin. Par-
adoxically, the rigid position of not permitting the

exodus" of workers from. the capital that has been adopted

by the Angolan government may serve to reinforce the

impact of the regionalist propaganda UNITA is conduct-
ing and in time could permit the growth of its influence
among the most backward layers of the Angolan masses .

Ambig_uous response of the MPLA

In face of the existence in Angola of social and-potit-
“ical forces especially committed to the maintenance of
imperialist domination thraugh the stabilization of a
neocolonial regime, the responses of the MPLA, which
is caught up in participatiag in the government and in
the agreements signed with the reactionary forces of the

FNLA and UNITA, are riot sufficient to trace out the
road to real independence. By not preparing the labor-
ing masses for the inevitable confrontation with reaction
and. by sowing illusions about the poss;brhty of a "dem-
“ocratic process of decolonization” in such a context,
these responses trace out the potential lines of @ retreat

of the workers mobilization under the blows of the coun-

terrevolutionary attacks,

The MPLA's acceptance of the Alvor "compromise” thus
sallies with the general line of the opportunist decisions
" that have been taken bureaucratically by the MPLA
leadership under neocolonialist pressure. The crudest
axample of this was the MPLA congress in Lisaka in
August 1974; because of the approach of important polit-
ical events (the negotiations with Portugal), the manip=~

ulations of African diplomacy carried the day and created

the general staff of the MPLA . The neacolanidal pressure,
combined with the gradualist il—lu‘sioris_ of the arganiza=
tion, are now preventing the MPLA as.a whole from
-going beyond its policy of fuchcally supporting the mass
movement in the framework of @ reformasr progrcm of -
narrow national dimensions. :

Just ofter April 25, 1974, when its parhc:pcttton ih rhe
_negotiations with’ Porfugol was not yet certain, ‘the
MPLA, acting from Brazzaville, raised the sfogan of
- the formation of movément -action committees in the ur-
bon centers of Angela. This call, which coincided with
the spontaneous gruption of the urban laborihg masses -
onto the political scene, permitted the proliferation of
. rank-and-file movement structures and the massive ad- -
herence to the MPLA of a whole current of radicalized
workers who were later to form the core of the MPLA's
middle cadres in the urban centers. -

But the MPLA adopted an ambiguous attitude in face of
the radicalization of these mobilizations. Beginning
from a conception that views the mass movement as an
instrument for improving the relationship of forcesat
the top, the MPLA supported the mobilizations in order”
~ “to break its. way. info the government. ‘Lafer, basing :f-”
“self on:the narrow framework of the “agreements’ that

“have been reached, " the’ MPLA presen?ed “the' elecforal :__ a

“iperspective set out by the Alyor: accords.as the only

- outlet for rhe workers struggles, Thus, in an attempt fo" .
o be! reqhsf

" 50 as fo bloek the path of the extremist
_colons, the MPLA declored HseEF in favor: oF dn a!hdnce
'wnh "democrcmc secfors an’ all:cmce fhar was pur

name of "nationdl unity”; on the other hand, it upheld
the theme of "people's pawer" in popular meetings and
in the neighborhoods But the mere tactical reference

to "people's power" is not encugh to open the way to
the seizure of power by the laboring masses, especially
since the slogan reflects multiclassist conceptions, Thus, .

for Augustinho MNeto, president of the MPLA, "pecple's

power" means the power of "sli social layers of society,"
while the central function of independence is to make
"all the social layers of society share political power."

These frontist illusions are at the very heart of the polit-
ical limitations of the MPLA. .

A heterogeneous movement founded on the basis of the
urban petty bourgeaisie, the MPLA inherited the frontist
and gradualist illusions characteristic of petty-bourgeois
nationalism, iltusions that were further reinfereed by
the Stalinist conceptions of the Angolan Communist nu-

. cleus. Nevertheless, the orientation toward armed strug-

gle and the mobilization of the peasantry, conceived
on the basis of an empirical approach to the specific
character of Portuguese colonialism; represented a real
break with reformist nationalism. Thus, the MPLA, a
revolutionary nationalist movement, may be located
somewhere between the limits of petty-bourgeois grad-
valist nationalism and an empirizal revolutionary ap-
proach with a socialist dynamic. Nevertheless, this
evolution occurred without any profound political ¢lar=
ification, especiclly with respect to frontist illusions.,

The MPLA thus developed into o movement with a multi=
classist bent unable to actually create a broad interclass
front in the context of the Angolan social structure of
the 1940s. In reality, the careerist petty bourgeoisie

of the cities had partialiy hooked up with the "demo-
crafic" sections of the colon population,. while the pro=~
letariat remoired numerically weak, Angelen social
structire of the 19605 thus provided a favorabie basis

for the development of interclassist fllusions within the

. MPLA, particufarly because the organizetion's.influence
. was essentially restricted to rural areas where social
differentiation is slight.

However, under the impact of the evalution of celonial
rule and imperialist pillage, Angolan social strisciure
in the urban centers-has become largely differentiated

“since that time. The opening to imperialist capital be-

ginning in the 1940s stimulated the development of o
proletariat that was young and strongly concentrated,
although it was not very skilled and lacked traditions
of struggle. Later, beginning in the 19705 with the
deve!op_menr of a transformation industry linked to the
colonfal market, a real industrial proletariat emerged.
In 1973 manufacturing production employed about

130, 000 wage=earners, mainly concentrated in the in-
dustrial zones of Luanda and Lobito, The Angolan-
capital city included half the skilled lobor force em-
ployed in manufacturing industry, Furthermore, the eco-
nomic ramifications of the colonial presence, combined
with Portuguese neocolonial inclinations, fostered the
development of an indigenous petty bourgeoisie, both

- commercial and administrative. Today the political lim-
..+ itations of the MPLA do not enable the orgarization to
" grasp the fundamental importance of the emergence of .
“-a proletarion social force in the heart of the imperialist
'mdush'lal apparatus;- this résulfs in the MPLA' 's mcblilfy
. to put forward political responses in closs terms or to -
' go beyond ifs ‘erigingl mulhclussm% positions,

o Neverfheless although. the MPLA's expressed clestre to
. ™put an end to the exploitation of man by. man"-and fo
'.'.'esmblgsh a “democratic and popular regime” did not
‘ '-conshtufe proof of any really profcund rud?cuhzation'
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when this. perspechve was advanced within the hbercﬁed
zones (which were essentially rural and characterized

by enly a slight social differentiation), such references
have fotally different implications when they are asserted
in the urban centers today. For the laboring masses in

~the urban centers today, references to people's power

and the end of exploifation of man by man have a very
immediate and precise ¢lass content: the power of the

workers and poor peasonts and the end of copitalist ex-
galoﬂchon :

A prisoner of gradualist. conceptnor\s, the MPLAasa -

. whole is incapable of offering the laboring masses a

centfral anticapitalist perspechve able to lead to work-
ers and peasanis power, Bul'the onhccpltaiss? dynamic
of the workers struggles urgenfly requires such-a’ perspec-
tive. In face of this urgency, the. MPLA finds itself torn
betweer.its links with reactionary forces af the top-and .

“the rank-and-file's parti¢ipdtion’in the mobilizafions

of the workers. This is especially:the case in that-the
first mass assaults against.the unh-workmg -c lass mea-

“sures of the transition govemmenf are riow beglnmng to
fake shope : :

Thus, in splte of the’ rcd|col|zqhon of workers sfruggles,

- the:MPLA is clinging to the electoroi perspechve pro-_

3

vided for in the' Alvor accords and reaffirmed in Nakuru.:

But in the present Angoldin context one must have the
greatest doubts in the possibility of these elections
faking place "democratically." The northern part of
the counfry, for example, is "occupied" by the troops
of the FNLA, who are hunting down MPLA milifants,
while UNITA is doing the same thing in the south.
Moreover, the example of Portugal Tiself shows that
given laboring masses who are on-the whole liftle polit-

- icized and still subject in certain regians to tribalist

pressure. exacerbated by the FNLA and UNITA, the pos~ -

sibilities of reactionary manipulation of the electoral
gome in order to prevent the real relationship of forces
from being reflected eleciorally must not be underesti-

mated,.
Neverfheless, it is certain that the elecioral campaign

for an MPLA mcjority in the constituént assembly will
be-an important focus and an object of broad mobiliza-
tions of the urban workers. This cou ld be the oceasion
for the workers to advance a who le set-of demands. tak-
ing up oll the demands put forward during current sfrug-
gles, centralizing them in a clearly anticapitalist per-.

speciive, and forcing the constituent assembly thert comes .

out of the elections to implement them.

" But-the. real revoiuhonary alternative to class

“collaberation with reactionary. forces:is. to be found i in _
" the centralization and unificotion ‘of the.workers. strig=
. ‘gles.. This is especiolly true since: there is' evidence- thet °
" a disturbing unification process is going on behween

UNITA and the - mosf right-wing elements of the MPLA..

This process is I sed around denunciation of "strikes en-

kS

dangering the national economy” and calls for collabora-
tion with the "political formations not present at Alvor, "
thus laying the basis for broadening the transition gov=
ernment to the right. ’
Thus, the factors that are in fact octing to incorporaie
the MPLA into the neocolonial process are the hetero-
geneity and political limitations of the organization,

its bureaueratic deviations, and its integration into the

' game being played by African diplomacy; these factors

have been expressed in the MPLA's acceptance of the
Alvor accords, its collaboration with the FNLA and
UNITA in the government, and its recent acceptance
of the Ngkuru accords. :

For.a revolutionary alternative

But the moblhzchon fhe MPLA is rachccify supporting

gives rise to a dynamic of struggle that comes into'con~
flict with the MPLA [eudershlp s opportunist policy to- -

~ ward the petty bourgesisie and the "liberal" section of

the colonial bourgeoisie, thus intensifying the internal
contradictions of the organization. On the other hand, -
the bureaucratic practices of the leadership and the
limits it has set on workers mobilization are the factors
that prepare the ground for the radicalization of the
rank-and-file militants who are in direct contact with

the popular mobilization. The MPLA's participation in
the state apparatus intensifies the neocolonial pressure

- on the organization; at the same time the leadership's

political independence from the rank-and-file militants
is increasing. The recent FNLA aftacks hove had a two-
folu effect on the MPLA, On the one hand, they have
stimulated the emergence of armed popular. militias and
aceelerated the radicalization of MPLA militants in con-

tact with these mobilizations; on the other hand, they

-have made the necessity of o compromise with UNITA

more credible in the eyes of the rightist elemenis of the
MPLA . Thus, the MPLA vouth published a communigué
denpuncing the union with '"feactionary forces who, be-
hind the mask of a false nationalism, are only spreading
hotror among the Angeolan people and committing indis-
criminate masscicres”; meanwhile, in Nakuru the MPLA
leadership decided during the "peace ceonference” with
the FINLA and UNITA to disarm the civilian population.
The MPLA now is undergoing a twofold internal recom-
position. On the one hand, the Neto current is growing,
in strength, - the two cothier tendencies that ceme out of
the last congress have been eliminated, and an increas-.
ingly assertive rightist tendency is developing; on the
other hand, a rank-and-file radicalization and a flower-
ing of local committees permeated by many political
currents has begur, The latest decisions of the MPLA
Central Committee {February 1975) clearly illustrate
these developments. On the one hand, o reorganization
of the movement ™ was planned in order to ensure that™
the MPLA would "more consistently follow a mass line"
and thdt "a close link between the rank and file and .

‘the leadership" would be established; on the other hand,

the organization's desire to "closely collaberate” with
the government was reaffirmed.

. The strengthening of the Neto current, d result of Neto's
- “historic™. prestige amOng the Angolan maosses and the
- support he receives from local reformists,. has been ef-

fected through the integration info- the MPlA of some; .

. 7 -members of the Angalan Democmhc Movement, an or=
- ganization with-"liberal” conceptions compused of taw= -
" yers ond members of the liberal professions: who are -
rather close to l'he Porfuguese Comumst pnr?y. '

.Moreover, the two tendencies fhm emerged From the

Lusaka congress have been ehmma’red




The negotiations that have been opened between the
Neto leadership and Mario and Pirité de Andreade and
“Genti] Viana, representatives of the "Active Revolt".
tendency, seem to be orienfed toward anindividual re-
integration of these elements. Cut off from the mobiliza-
tion of the workers, these people now seem to have no
future. Moreover, o good number of them haveeither
'simply left politics or rejoined the MPLA mdwrdua”y
already.

The cose of the "Revolt of the East" rendency led by
Chlpendu is different; it was settled much more ener-

getically. The MPLA launched a mlhmry operation

against the representdtives of this faction, which was
more énd moré openly eémerging os an‘element in d reac-
tHonary plan for civil war. But this "military operation™

— undertaken without any call for the mobilization of
the workers — was conceived by the MPLA in the con-
text of respecting the Alvor accords, which are described
as the "political and constifutional basis . . . for the
decolonization of our country." And fodu'y'Chipendc:
is able fo participate in.the general staff. negotiations
ds a member of the FNLA and has been incorporated
into the imperialist strategy for which the Alvor accords
are a cover. This policy of wheeling and dea ling at the
" 'top can only encourage the reactionary forces to be’
‘more aggressive and increase the cohesmn of the right-
“ist currents within the MPLA.
Such a fendency is now emerging w:fhm the leading
bodies of the MPLA, Fundamentally anticommunist, it

" calls for a special alliance with UNITA against the

FNLA ., Lacking any base in the rank and file, this ten-
dency is represented in the Central Committee by Lucio
Lara. |t does not have any real political independence,
and its essential function is to enable Neto to play @
“balancing role between the right and left elements of
the MPLA and thus to push the orgenization to all sorts
of compromises in the name of the unity of the move~
ment. The abserce of debate and democratic {ife with-
in the orgonization, in addition to its political limita-
tions, is now being-manifested in an extreme heteroge-
neity and in the omnipotence of a political leadership
representing o reformist nationalist current. _
The most radicalized elements of the urban workers are
assembled primarily in the rank and file local commit-
tees of the MPLA, an integral part of the workers van-
guard that has emerged from the struggles of the urban
masses since April 25, 1974, Because of the position it
occupies in the'process of capitalist exploitation, this
vanguard Ts the driving lance of the entire reyolutionary
process today. ’ '

But many of these commiittees remain Iocked into

a radical nationalism cloaked in gradualist Maoistic
formulations ond limited fo tailending the MPLA leader-
ship; a leftist pinch of “maximum program' expressed

in the form of propaganda for * 'people’s democracy"

added fo spice things up. These Maoistic groups are
somewhat embarrassed by their infernational reference
ponnt given China's present attitude toward the Angolan
crisis. In face of the necessity to go beyond the MPLA
“within the perspective of a resolute struggle for the so-
cialist revolution, these currents, _dlsregardlng ’rhe fasks
of centralizing the workers strugg Ies w1fh 'rhe =;:sers.pyec—
tive of d revolutionary seizure of power,. cli
.Vlrqu”.y moralistic conception. of 'rhe umry oF fhe MPLA

this orgcmzu’rlon : .

In face of the emergence of o workers vanguard in 'rhe
_urban céntérs — o vanguard that is organized. in the

rank-and-file bodies of the MPLA (the action commit-
" tees), UNTA, and the pro-trade~union commissions —
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the political responses these groups offer are insu?Fq'ciénf.
The question that is now being posed by the various on--
going struggles is whether of not capitalist exploitation
is to continue. The Angolan workers refuse fo bear the
burden of o "process of exploitation that remains un-
changed. " For them, the only real independence will
be .one that permits their total emantipation and puts

an end to capitalist rule. Angolan revolutionary mili-
tants must determine their positions in light of this nec=
essary fransformation of thestruggle for independence
into a struggle for the social emancipation of the wark=
ers, into a struggle for the socialist revelution,

The necessity for such a, transformation is not the product
of any intellectual imagination; on the contrdry,. it is
the central question that has been posed by the tens of

" thousands of workers struggling in the facteries, com-

panies, ard perts of Angola. Thus, contrary to what the

reformist leadership of -the MPLA likes to suggest, the

time is certainly ripe for the class struggle in Angola’

" — astruggle whose stakes are decisive for the future

of revolutionary struggles throughout the. region.

There are already elements within the MPLA who are
aware of these stakes and who define themselves around
a class-struggle position-and fight for the emergence
of an overall anticapitalist alternative, These revolu-
tionary militants have set themse|ves the task of eluci= -
dating the full dimensions of what is at stake in the
present struggles of the Angolan praletariat; they are
doing this by developing propaganda for self-organiza-

" tion and self-defense, popularizing exemplary workers

strikes and assuring them militant solidarity, denocuncing
the reactionary parties and their collusion with the right-
ist nationalist movements, and calling for the formation
of class trade unions for the proletariat, the only social
force capable of actually carrying out the tasks of na-
tional liberation through going beyond them in the strug-
gle for the power of the workers and peasants, through
the "revolutionary union" of the Angolan proletarict

and poor peasantry, and finally, through making their
struggle part of the fight of the oppresied masses of the
entire African continent for their total emcmmpchon,

for the socialist revolution.

As against the ambiguous responses of the MPLA, this
is. the only strategic response capable of preventing the
erosion of workers combotivity under the blows of reac-
tion dand of counterpesing the rood of workers power in_
Angola to any neocolonial salution. Bl
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Since the conference held at Nokuru, Kenya, during
which the leaderships of the MPLA, the FNLA, and
UNITA made an agreement to "disarm civilions" as o
sorf of amendment to the Alvor accords, there hos been

" asudden acceleration in the development of the polit-
ical situation in Angota.” 7

. it wos only the leadership of the MPLA that had any il-
lusions in the Nakuru conference, which was o sort of
ritual battle aimed af saving the coalition government.
Neither Holden Roberto of the FNLA ror Jonas Savimbi
of UNITA considered the coalition government to be the
stable form of political regime after independence, which
is scheduled fo take effect on November 11, 1975, {See
INPRECOR, No.31, July 31, 1975.)

The strength of the mass movement in the urban areas
rendered illusory any attempt to establish o government
within which @ nationalist organizetion under pressure
from its rank ond file and two organiZations acting as
the fifth column of imperialism could coexist.
It was in the Framework of this-illusion that the leader~
ship of the MPLA had been "making use of" the mass
movemeni, seeking to utilize it tactically in an attempt
to influence the relationship of pelitical forces within
the govérnmenr end to wage political baitles. The ap-
peals for moderafion, the proclamations calling for "in-
creasing production, " and the Nakuru agreement itself
alt illustrated this right-wing line, which the MPLA
leadership had been following ever since the Alvor ac~
cords were signed. (For more detdils, see INPRECOR, ~

No. 31.) .

*The "Alvar accords" were signed on January 15, 1975,

in Alvor, Portugal. The signatories were the Portuguese

government, the MPLA (Movimento Popular de Libertagdo
de Angola — Popular Movement for the Liberation of

Angela), the FNLA (Frente Nacional de Libertogdo de

Angela — National Front for the Liberation of Angola},

and UNITA (Unidc Nacional paro Independéncia Tatal

de Angola '— National Union for the Total Independence

of Angola). The accords set up a coalition government .

composed of representatives of the three. Angolan orga-
nizatiors and o represenfafive of the Portuguese govern-

ment (General Silva Cardeso at ;he/ﬁme), who was as-
signed fo be. "arbitrator” and chief of defense and secu-

rity.

Then came the MPLA decision to expel the FNLA from
Luanda, thus apening o new period of confrontation and
civil war. Does this mean that there hes been a change

in the character of the MPLA leadership? Undoubtedly
not. But the relationships between this petty-bourgeois

leadership and the masses are extremely complex in the

present social conjuncture,

MPLA: Past and present

In origin and fraining, the MPLA leadership comes from
the urbon petty bourgecisie. {See INPRECOR, No. 2,
dune 20, 1974, and No. 3, July 4, 1974.) lts move fo,
the sural armed struggle allowed the MPLA leadership
to build itself a peasant bose resting on small-scale vil-
lage production in arecs of extremely backward social
development. In this sociol context, tolk of "the end
of exploitation of man by man* did not at all have the
same sort of repercussions as it does in an urban setting.
During the last several years of struggle, while bureau-
cratic tendencies were rapidly developing within the ap-
poratus, the cities were being swelled with new wage-
earners, a result of new trends of investment ond indus~
trialization,

During the phase following the April 25, 1974, coup in
Lisbon, u very important phenomenon arose: the entrance
intc the MPLA of youth from urban milieus that had rad-
icalized during the recent period; this was especially

the case for students returning to Angola from Lisban.
These elements rapidly took charge of some of the mid-
dle level responsibilities in the organization, acting in
the framework of "people’s power" and the neighborhood
commissions. Because of their links with the masses, they
constituted a force of considerable pressure on the lead-
ership of the MPLA. Despite their insufficiencies, the
Maoistic influences to which they are subject, and their
reference to "people's democracy, " these elements
sought to express the anticapitalist potentials of the ur-

ban mass movement, For them, "the end of the exploita~"

tion of man by mon" has a precise anticapitaiist mean-
ing, a meaning they have been able to teach the work-
ers movement o some extent.

That is why pressure on the leadership of the MPLA in-
evitably intersified, both before and after the Nakuru

L




aceords. For example, ‘there was the communiqué of the
workars of Siga, issued after the anncuncement of the
Nakuru conference, which said: "But we, as members
and sympathizers, progressives of Sigo, we demand that -
our president and dll the comredes of the Central Com~
-mittee and the Political Bureou refuse to agree to the
summit's being held cutsidé the country; on the contrary,
they should demand that it be held in the country, in
the capital. That is why we workers of the Siga factory
suppert-ard encourage our deor, comrade president Dr,
Agostinho Neto, forefuse to give an inch on the ques- .
" tion of holding the summit outside the country and-out-
side the capital " S :
In fact,-all indications are that the heterogeneity of the
MPLA has sfrengly increased since April 25, There must
be many conflicts today, particularly between this new
layer and the cadres formed in the armed peasant strug-
gle, This type of conflict comes on top of many others,
which, within the bureaucracy itelf, involve reiations
with the African states, relations with UNITA, the Por-
tuguese situation, and so on, .
But nothing can be explained solely by "pressure from -
the rank and file." In reality, for a whole period the
leadership's attitude toward the mass movement will be
determined by the social conjuncture. In fact, -in spite
of its multiclassist line, for the moment the MPLA lead-
ership has no bourgeois support at”all, whether Angolan
‘or colonial. The negotiations and political battles with
“the FNLA arid UNITA cannot be regulated by interposed
bourgeois circles, Today, the mass movement- is the
MPLA's only decisive argument. This situation can cer=
tainly change, either radically through the MPLA sud-
. denly receiving support from bourgeois circles, or not
so radically, through the vehicle of an MPLA-UNITA
agreement. UNITA, which senses the winds of change
in the military situation, could effectively come forth
as the "winning horse" by maintaining pressure on the
right wing of the MPLA leadership. ‘ '
A person like Lucio Lara represents the right-wing com-
ponent of the MPLA leadership and tolerates forms of
mass self-organization only because he has no political
means with which to oppose them, ' -
But such a prospect remains improbable, or at least dan-

‘gerous for the cohesion of the mo-vems_e‘nf.'.Tbe civil war
will thus play @ decisive role in determining the relation=
.ship of political forces within the MPLA.

MPLA counteroffensive

While the Nakuru conference was guietly goingon, the
FNLA, naturaily, took advantage of the MPLA's respect
for the mythical "legality of Alver" to openup @ rea!
offensive. ’ : '

On June 15 it attacked the northern villages of Forte’
Repdbiica, Brito Godins, Caombo, Duque de Brogage,
Cuale, and Cangola. On June 18 the FNLA moved on
to other villages, among them Quinculunge, Samba Ca-
ju, and Barra do Dande, Supported by its rear areas in
Zaire, the leadership of the FNLA then fried totrans-
form the Angolan provinces of Zaire and:Uige into real ”
independent and impenetrable bastions. At the same
time, the FNLA again initiated its practice of intimida-

- tioh and terrorism inLucnda. -

On July 4, after several days of quiet observance of the’
famous Nokuru accords, the. FNLA again tock to the at-
tack, striking at the villages of Tango and Kassumba .

.~ Kambaia in the C_Lmnzd—Norfe district, :

. On July 9 in the copital the FNLA openediup with ma-
" chine guns on the headquarters of the National Union:
Angoldn Workers, o mass trade=union with & strong

* processicn of @ woman militant of the MPLA, At 9:00
" a.m. on July 10 it ottacked the headquarters of UNITA

ation (and tied to the MPLA); and _gh_-’rhéfqhe_rg?.'k__ _

and then moved fo atiack the MPLA headquarters,

The .FNLA then concentrated o large number of froops

in Luanda and.was prepared to_ take atl power and settle
accounts with the mass movement. 1t was under these
cireumstances that the leadership of the MPLA decided
to launch-c counteroffensive aimed at driving the, FNLA
out of Luanda. ;

The operation lasted only a short fime (two or three hours)
and resuited in complete victory. The July 16 communi=
qué issued by Paclo T. Jorge of the Algiefs office of the
MPLA presented the FAPLA (Forgas Armadas Popular de
Libertagéio de Angole — People's Liberation Armed Forces
of Angola, the armed forces of the'MPLA) as the main..
protagonist in these clashes and was content merely to
mention that the population of Luanda had "hailed" the
FAPLA troops and helped them empty the offices of the
FINLA.

Was this another purely military operation? Probably.
But this time the consequences directly involve the popu-
lation's future ability to resist an FNLA offersive fo re~

take the city. It is thus now that the question of the arm-

ing of the people, of armed militias, and of military
potential is really posed. That is why the Portuguese
army is not neutral,

The Portuguese army

Much more than in Mozambique, and vostly more than
in Guinea~Bissau, the colonial army in Angola is a di-
vided army, _

OFf course, some of the troops, disgusted by the unend-
ing war and sensitized by April 25, heve made common
couse with the MPLA, which they see as "the ally of

_the MFA.,"

But the existence in Angela of a significant bourgeoisie,
combiried with the pressure of an urban life that is rather
far removed from the scene of combat, has permitted ex«
tensive osmosis between the army and the colonial bour-
geoisie and petiy bourgeoisie, L

Coutinho had difficulty keeping control of his troops,
especially the air force. Later, General Cardoso threw
in with the FNLA and UNITA. Today Macedo, Cardoso's
right-hand-man, who is more favorable to the MPLA,

has token over, . : :

But whoever the top commander may be, the Portuguese
army is divided, and a large fraction of it is prepared
to oppose the MPLA,- Some Portuguese troops attacked
the MPLA headquarters in Luanda (Villa Alice), killing
nearly thirty people. [n the wake of the latest clashes,
the Portuguese crmy has begun a general retreat toward
Luanda and the big cities, thus abandoning the northern
part of the country and making it easier for the Zairois
army to provide unrestricted aid to the FNLA, In fhe -
course of this retreat, the Portuguese army hos com-
pelled the entire white population to move into the big
cities, to abandon plantations and commercial establish=
ments; and to demand repatriation to Portugal . The Por-
tuguese army has remained neutral in the actual fight=
ing between the FNLA and the- MPLA, being content t
offer its good coffices for possible negotiations. - :
In such a situation, the presence of Portuguese troops

is pernicious. In'the worst of cases it raises the danger
of a stab in the back to the MPLA; in the best of cases
it maintains the worst iHusions among the miass movement
and retards the movement's desice for self-defense, (1)

Thus, the only slogan fo raise in this regard. must be: Por=

tuguese troops oui-of Angola,all arms and matérial. to
the MPLA and the ‘popular committees! Although it has
baen announced that'South African froops have entered
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the. southern:part 6f_'AHg'_o|dahd have dislodged the MPLA .
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" from Pereira Deca,

the Portuguese general staff in An=
‘gola has yet to fcuke a position on this intervention. Those
in Portugal who are fighting for the pure and simple boy-
cott of metropolitan troop transports to Angola are doing
only half the work that hos to be done. The arming of

the popular.militios and of the MPLA must be included

"“in this battle. Ard refusal to go to Angola "agoinst im-~

perialism and social imperialism" obviously amounts to
refusal to support the MPLA, which is implicitly desig--

‘nated as the “agent of Moscow.”

On the other hond, to say nothing at all about the pres-
ence of Portuguese troops urider the prefext that if they
are on the scere they can offer a big-helping hand to

the MPLA is also a grave error, “The present situation

and the nature of the ?orruguese army in Angola excludes
such a possibility.

', Counterrevolution on the _march

FNLA and UNITA-

The FNLA today benefits from a favorable relotionship
of forces that it lacked on April 25, 1974. Because of
this, it has increased its credibility in the eyes of the:
imperialist.factions that support.it. Fundamentaily tied
tc and dependent on the Zaire regime, the FINLA de-’
pends in part an the relotions between Zaire and world
imperialism. Meobutu is not a puppet on astring. He is

‘now o dictetor who fakes advantoge of the colossal riches
‘of his country to sell his counterrevolutionary role in

central Africa to the highest bidder among the various
foctions of imperialists, Various alliarices and conjunc~
tural influences may be formed and re—formed, around .
the Mcbutuist regime and around the squcbbles cmong
competitive mreresrs

While recognizing the current privileged alliance be -
tween Mobuiu and North American interests, we can
say that in the future other pressures may come info play;
Frerich President Giscard d'Estatag's trip to Kinshasa
could be a harbinger of this sort of development. The
MPLA has dencunced the existence of an American ger-
ial bridge linking Zdire to an airbose in Angolan terri-

* tory that wos graciously abandoned ta the FNEA by the

Portuguese general staff. The Paris daily Le Monde has
also noted the possible existence of French ams defiv-
eries to the FNLA and the presence of a French officer
on.the scene .-At a time when South African troops hove
penetrafed into southern Angola to'retake cities held by -
the MPLA, there is no longer any doubt that the trip of
FNLA vice-president Daniel Chipenda:to Namibia sev-

éral weeks ago was decisive in the simultaneity of the
The leadership of the FNEA will thus -
‘have to draw together and calculate the careful support -

moilitary operations.

it-receives from here and there, from day to day, -

The reentry into Angold of thousands of refugees who
had moved to Zaire creates 6n insoluble problem of food
shortages in the zones controlied by the FANLA.

The refusal of the conference of the Organization of
African Unity to approve a Zairois motion condemning
Portugal's attitude toward Angola demonstrated the pre-

- coriousness of the FNLA's African diplomatic suppert;

this precariousness ‘is @ result not of any sympathy for
the MPLA but rather of fear of the economic and mili-

tary power that & Kinshasa-Luanda axis under the oegis

of @ Mobutu and a Holden Roberto would represent.
+
For its part, UNITA has been playing the gome of ap-

parent neutrality between rhe MPLA ond FNLA since -

April 25,
s main priority durlng this penod hos been’fo seek sup-

port from reactionary sectors of colons, including the

- Angolan Unity Front (FUA - Frente de Unidade Ango-

iana) of the fascist Falgdo,’ cil m the ndme of @ mulh-

. That development, combined with the repeated clashes

fact, the southern region is the richest in the country, ~

‘the majority-of shares in the Cassinge iron mines) is a

announced that it was opening negotiations with UNITA,

. mento, a member of both the MPLA and. the coalition

* tion of the opportunism of the MPLA leadership, which

" But it also points out the conflict-ridden character of the

.The FNLA and UNITA today constitute the onIy forces

racial Angola. But the flight of the cd’fons back fo Por- -
tugal has cut the ground from undér the feet of UNITA.(2)

between the MPLA and the FNLA, compelled Jonas
Savimbi's organization to make a change in tactics.
Bosing itself fundamentally on regionalism, UNITA set
about to construct its own fief, Implanted south of the
Cuanza river, it sought to prevenf the war from becom~
ing generalized throughout the South, Sovimbi encour-
aged economic activities in "his" zone. He affirmed that
he would guarantee the security of the [ives ond groperty
of the European population. Rumors were floated that
this region might secedé under UNITA rule in the event
that a generalized conflict broke out in the country, In

and the one most heavily penefrated by European inter- .
ests (the Benguelo railroad, the Cassinga mines, etc.}.
Suppert from European Common Market circles, espe-
cially from French and German interests (Krupp-holds

rump card that Savimbi does not want to lose, o
But the generalization of the conflict makes it difficult :
for UNITA to implement this regionalization., That is -

why we are now witnessing an incredible poker game

between the MPLA and the FNLA, with UNITA as the

stokes. While Savimbt's troops were making common

cause with FNLA forces agairst the MPLA, the MPLA

On Sunday, August 17, there was a big mass demons tra-
tion in Luanda in support of the' MPLA. Lopo de MNaosci-

government, took the opportunity fo tell Agence France~
Presse that an alliarice hetween his organization and
UNITA was necessary! At that very moment, the two
organizations were clashing in Luse in the Southeast; in
Lobito the MPLA was surrounded by troops of the FNLA
and UNITA dcting jointly,

Lopo de Nascimento's remark provides a good illustra~ -

hios publicly recognized UNITA's implontation in the
South. (See. the interview with MPLA leader Agostinhe
Neto in the May 3 issue of the Lisbon weekly Sempre
Fixe')

FNLA-UNITA olliance, which forces UNITA to utilize
its regional "represéntativeness” for all jt's worth, Since
UNITA is rather weak militarily, it is prepared fo rally
to the MPLA depending on the fluctuations of imperialist
support to the FNLA, But this in no way eliminates-its -
counterrevolutionary character; it does not'wipe out ifs
attacks on the self-organization of the workers and on
strikes; it does nof eliminate its oliiqnce with certain .
imperialist sectors. '

|mper|c|||sm commands for imposing a neocolonial solu=
tion in Angola, Given the already considerable presence -

of forejgn investors in the country, the convergence be-
tween the interests of the investors and the ambitions of
the FNLA and UNITA place these two organlzchons in
the center of the negohohons.

The urban mass movement wos making no mistake when

it sacked the FNLA's "house of. the people™ (sic) in

Luanda and found a series of well equipped torture cham=-
bers and dungeons in which dozens of victims were locked.

up. o
That is why, once again, the leadership of the MPLA is

offering resporses. that are madequare to fbe future needs -
of the sfruggle. :




MPLA leadership maintains its line
In his statement of July 16, Paolo T. Jorge, o member
of the MPLA foreign relations commission, set the tone

- for the orgonization when he claimed that the prime
couse of the new situation was "lack of respect for the

" Alvor accords, fundamentally on the part of the FNLA,
but often in collusion with UNITA." And he added,
going a bit further: "In the legitimate concern for over-
coming the armed conflicts and arriving at ¢ new com-

- mon platform for the MPLA, the FNLA, and UNITA —

in spite of the political and. |deo|og|ccl differences and

" the varying historic antecedents among the three move-

‘ments — and in order to permit a harmonious develop-

ment, in ordér and cc|m of the process of decoleniza-

tion, the leaders of fhese three organizations met in '

Nakuru, Kenya, in June 1975 and signed a new proto-

col mere or less reaffirming the fundamental clauses of

the Alvor accords. But, once agein, the FNLA was not

going forrespect the new accords, despite (sic) the ob~ .

vious goad faith of the leaders of the MPLA "

That is how an imporfant menber of the apparatus de-

- scribes the recent history of his country!

In the July 19 issue {No.14) of its journal, Victoria.
Certa, which appeared at the height of the counterof-

" fensive, the MPLA published a short article on people's
power in which the necessity of developing this power
was exprassed this way: "The orgunizational forms of
peaple's power must be strengthened and amplified so
~that the people may freely express and defend their in-
terests, which are, fundameritally, the interests of the
workers and peasants, These classes must be broadly rep-~
resented 'in the popular organs,
eration movements, the fribes, or the races. The people

- must express themselves in on organized way; they must
struggle and freely choose their vanguard.”

_In @ communiqué broadcast by Luanda radio, the Polit-
ical.Bureau of the MPLA "launched a vehement uppe0|
to the populur neighborhood. commissicns to form vigi-
lance groups in"all the neighborhoods, composed of con-
scious and disciplined citizens, with the objective of
preventing marginal groups, whether in the pay of reac-
tion or not, from committing acts of banditry such as
murder, theft, vandalism, and violence." The MPLA
called on the coordinating body of the popular neighbor~
hood.commissions to act "together with the: Luanda mu-
nicipality to study how to offer a practical solution to
the proklems of burying cadavers,  of the lack of water

and Ilghf and of other. problems within their competence .

(A Capital, July 17, 1975.)

These statements on people's power remain broadly am-=
kiguous in thet they define pecple's power as simply hav-
ing o practical function and not ag a strategy for the
“development of self-organization and seif-defense as
- the first form of state power of the toiling masses. The

s re%c:honship between the MPLA and the staie cnppc:rcfus

independentiy of the lib- -

~for a form of bourgeois government,

entire African revolution.
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“remains especially obscure because respect for the Alvor

accdrds is asserted repeatedly, and that means respect
That is the funda-
mental contradiction that injects the worst iliusicns into
the mass movement, If MPLA troops teday are surrounded
by FNLA troops in Lebito, Luso, and Nova Lisboa, hun-
dreds of miles from the FNLA's base area in Zoire, and
it UNITA hos made the South its fief, these deh Jelopn‘IEHfS
have occurred because of the formal equality conferred
on the three organizations by the Alvor accords. in the
midst of @ civil war, ar o time when the fate of the An-
golan revolution is at stake, it is irresponsible tacite’
the Alvor accords as the boukdrop for the polmco! bat-
tle of the MPLA, )
This confirms @s strongly as-possible the nationalist
choices of the MPLA leadership., '

The MPLA Teadership launched ifs countercffensive -oniy

because its very survival was threatened by the FNLA,
Every member of the leudership knows that.since the

"MPLA has no support excépt that of the masses, it coula

rapidly be physically eliminated by the FNLA,

But the analyses of the MPLA leadership hove completely
disregarded the fact that the present unstabie relatizs-
ship of forces is @ result precisely of a year and a half

" of rotten compromises with these agents of imperialis~,

The leadership continues to offar the masses a moraliztic
analysis that specks in terms of "wicked pecple whe 1e-
fuse to keep their word," -
In order to struggle against the FNLA, the.battle of the
Angclan masses must be situated in the framewerk of the
The mosses of #he neocclanial
countries must be awakened, and one must nok be con-"
tent simply to wage o battle of words in the councils of
the Organization of African Unity
As far as UNITA is concerned; here is the onc:[ys:s Agos-
tinho Neto presented in the interview published in the
May 3 Sempre Fixe: "UNITA today is foliowing the same
road as the FNLA, and that is why there is no possibility
of our working together within the government. |t cannot .
be said that UNITA is neutral, OFf course, the main
clash is not with UNITA; but we neverthelass have good
reason to think that if UNITA was alone on the scene,
its attitude would not be different. Even under these
conditions, we still hope that UNITA W|[| take the pc:'rh
of eonciliation, the poth fo real pecce.
A curious conception of conéiliation and peace, after
having placed UNITA and the FNLA on the same foot-
ing! This sort of reasoning does not help to edUcate the
moss movement, Just the oppos%t'e; each statement is
carefully measured so as to satisfy everybody and to
leave the door open for new rotten negotictions to estab-
lish some kind of "government of unity.”
It is certainly true that UNITA has now carved itself out
a base in the South, But the clock cannot be turned back

by mak?ng,o tactical alliance behind the back of the yr= ~

ban mass movement, What is primarily needed to expose
UNITA is o body of slogans directed at the peasantry
and p&tty=bourgeois sectors. And if this is being pre-
pared, everything could be called into question once
again by polishing up Savimbi's image with @ fast-min-
vte alliance.

Peking and the Angolan

© counterrevolution

For many months the Soviet bureaucracy was content to

support the MPLA without taking a clearly hostile atti- -
tude toward the FNLA, Soviet diplomacy was guided

_ partiafly by respect for the Alvor accords, but cbove all
. by the need to keep all options open in face of an uncer= .
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tain future. But for some time now the tone has changed,
On August 17 Pravda accused the FNLA of being sup-
‘ported by "Peking, the racisis of South Africa, and the
multinational monopolies that want to maintain control -
of the natural resources of Angola.™ :

Support to the MPLA, which is designdted as "the tested
revolutionary vanguard in the country" (Krasnaya Zvezda,
August 17), is decisive for Soviet diplomacy in southern
and central Africa. The defeat of the MPLA would lead
to a decisive penetration by U.S. diplomucy ard to a
retreat from the positions that have been won by the
South West African People's Organization (SWAPO) in
MNamibia and by the African National Council (ANC)

in Rhedesia, which represent the best hopes of Kremlin

‘diplomacy.

MNevertheless, the Kremlin has already gotten a big as-
sist from the openly counterrevolutionary attitude of the
Chinese leadership. It is known that Peking sent more
than 200 instructors to the FNLA after the signing of the
Zaire=-China accords. A comrade of the Ligue Commu-
niste Révolutionnaire {French section of the Fourth Inter-
national) who recently returned from a visit to Angola

" hos reported that an FNLA prisoner revealed the presence

of Chinese on the advanced front lines, in Coxite.

The explanations of the Angolan situation in the Chinese
press today contain implicit denunciations of the MPLA .
The July 26 issue of Chine Nouvelle wrote that there is
"ne conflict of interest” among the various liberation
movements in Angola and that the clashes among these
movements are due essentially to the "maneuvers of dis-
sension” carried out by the Soviet Union: "On the eve
of the independence of Angola and just after the sign-

"ing of the Nakuru accords by the three Angolan organi~

zations, the Soviet social impericlis_%s flagrantly pro-
voked an armed conflict in'Angola in order to undermine
the independence of this country and gdin controt of it

 becayse of its strotegic geographical position,”

Chide Nouvelle accused the USSR of sending large”
guantities of heayy weapons” to Luanda (which medns,
implicitly, to the MPLA). "Although the OAU recog-
nizes the three Angolan liberation movements, " Chine
Nouvelle wiote; "Soviet social imperialism has viciously
classified them in three categories: revelutionary, non=
revolutionary, and counterrevolutionary . . . and this

" despite the fact that the three movements have ‘persisted

in the armed struggle for years.” .

On July 12, Shai Tse-min, president of the Association
for Friendship with Foreign Countries, recelved an FNLA
delegation in Peking. The delegation was headed by
Hendrik Vall Neto, secretdry of state for information in
the coalition government. This individual is the same
man who in February had personally led an FNLA com-
mando in an attack on the Luanda radio installations,
kidncppfng and torturing an announcer who wds a sym=
pathizer of the MPLA and mistreating the workers be-
cause they had given too good a response to the cam=-
paign for people's power. The reception in Peking (broad-
cast by Hsinhua and monitored in Tokyo) took place just
at the fime that the MPLA was driving the FNLA out of
Luanda. ‘

For an anticapitalist struggle!

One cannot remain neutral among the three liberation
movements under the pretext of a gradualist conception
that regards the struggle of "Angolan nationalism"_against
the Portuguese presence us a first stage in a longer strug-
gle. The international penetration of capital into Angola
makes the question of "Portuguese neocolonialism® to-
tally dependent on the submission of the Angolan econ-
omy to the imperialist interests that hold shares in the

. golan mosses we are talking to, and we tell them: "We

" the FNLA and UNITA, by drawing a critical balance-

ready been tired out by famine and massacre, C

tions at any point, over the guestion of negotiations’

various concessions. That is why the priority task must
be to expose the connection between forces like those
of the FNLA and UNITA and the interests of the various
imperialist factions. (See, for example, INPRECOR,

No .31, July 17, 1975.) That is 6-strong and pertinent
critique of the Portuguese reformists who pronounce them-
selves against any neocolontal solution but remain silent
aboyt the agreements Lisbon has entered into with a mul-
titude of imperialist companies, agreements aimed at
plundering Angola. The divisions within "Angolan na«
tionalism" are very clearly reflections of the conflicts
between the upholders of an immediate neocolenial so-
lution and @ mass movement that has made the first ex-
periments with self-organization and is partially con-
trolled by a petty-bourgesis nationalist leadership.
When we talk about support for the MPLA, it is the An-

support the MPLA because today it is the political and
military force in which you place confidence and whose
ranks you fill, We support the MPLA because today it is
the only military force that is opposing the most brutal
reaction that the African revelution has ever seen. But
the MPLA will not be able fo definitively satisfy the de-
mands for which you are fighting — for the end of all
exploitation, for an Angola that is really free of all im-~
perialist constraint. Your leadership believes it can con-
ciliate your struggle with African diplemacy and 'na-
tional unity' by not carrying out @ real socialist revolu-
tian. When we support the MPLA it is your struggle that
we are supporting, the struggle of the workers and poor
peasants, of the militants and revolutionary cadres of

the MPLA, But'we warn you against the zigzags of the.
national feadership, against its iHusions and hesitations, ™
Convinced that a class line posses through this move=~
ment, we believe that the road that leads to o radicaliza-
tion of the struggle and to its transformation into o so-
cial revolution passes through the construction of an
authentic communist leadership, It is thus that the con-
scious elements of the movement must be able to orga-
nize and put forward their own perspectives.

En the present period, a ciass struggle tendency would
assert ikself by rejecting any new political accords with

sheet of the previous accords, and by denouncing:the
formula of coalition government. Such a tendency would
go beyond the vague formulas of Macistic elements about
"people's democracy” and would formulate the concrete
tasks of the socialist revolution. The development of
neighborhood committees and popular militias as prepar~ -
atory forms of the state power of the masses; the expro-
priation without compersation of the capitalists; a body
of slogans aimed at the peasaniry; clear responses on
the self-determination of ethnic groups, the use of na~'
tional languages, the destruction of the present property.
forms in the coffee-growing zones, ete, — all this should
contribute to relaunching a mass movement that has al=

Break down nationalist iliusions by denouncing the mas=
querade of African diplomacy, by calling upon the Con
golese, Zairols, and Zambian masses fo mobilize, and"
by calling for militant solidarity from African revelution=
aries and the international revolutionary movement ~ -
that is the best response to the appeals for unity. issued .
by a Kaunda (the Zambian president). -

Such a regroupment of the vanguard would not only lay
the basis for a recognized revolutionary leadership, but
would also represent the only alternative to ‘the present
MPLA leadership, which threatens to break up into-fac=



with UNITA,  the question of o unilateral declaration
of independence, or many other issues. The risks of the
Intefnationalization of the conflict have not disappeared,

There is already talk of @ Soufh African military inter~
vention fo "protect the Calueque dam on the Cunene -
River, a region which is cloimed by Namibia and in
which South Africans have heavily invested in the pro-
duction of hydroelectric energy. South Africa is-also
~ reparted ready fo assume responsibility for the transport
of Zambian and Zairois copper that could no Eonger be
carried by the Benguela railroad.
All these factors converge to fend the struggles of the
Angolan people a decisive role in determining the future
relationship of forces throughout southern Africa at o
time when the Rhodesian regime is negotiating its last
card and when Pretoria is planning to lock the -Namibian
people into concentration Bantustans.’
The MPLA today is fighting for vontrol of the coasts.
Mogamedes, Benguela, and Lobito are the scenes of
battles that are decisive for supply and logistics, The
clashes at Caxito, thirty-five miles.north of Luanda,
the most‘advanced point held by the FINLA, prove that
Holden's troops have at least remporanly failed in their -
) u’rrempfs to retoke Luanda, Co
On August 15 General Antonio Ferreira M::cedc, ‘Gen-
eral Cardoso's successor as Portuguese high commissioner
in Angola, declared the coalition government incapable
- of corrymg out its responsibilities and dec:ded to assume
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‘In face of the shzily-shdllymg of Portugal, we must now
" demand all power fo the MPLA,

sole executive power, It was in face of this decision
that the MPLA, " the sole real master of Luanda, men-
tioned the possibility of a unilateral dec[archon of in-
dependence. But this juridical formula is not decisive,
especially since in the minds of the leaders of the MPLA
it could imply new negotiations for diplomatic recogni-
tion from a series of African states.

PORTUGUESE, SOUTH AFRICAN, AND ZAIROIS
TROOPS OUT OF ANGOLA!

FOR INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY WITH THE STRUG-
GLES-OF THE ANGOLAN WQORKERS AND PEASANTS!
HANDS OFF THE ANGOLAN REVOLUTIONI

Footnotes: August 22, 1975

.. The question of air power is decisive in the current
relationship of military forces, The first organization

" that gains access to any aireroft will have every oppor-

tunity to turn the situation in its favor fundamentally.
2. For several weeks thousands of Portiguese have been

waiting at the airports’ in Luanda end Nova Lisboa to

fly back to Portugal. Some are driving in columns of -
hundreds of cars toward Namibia, where South Africa
lodges them temporarily before transporting them to Por--
tugal. There are onficommunist and anti-~-MFA demon-
strations in Luanda nearly every day. The question of
these reactionary repotriots is not unimportant for the
internal Portuguese situation.
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© At the same time,

NCE

A few days before independence, . November 11, the
mititary situation suddenly deteriorated for the MPLA
{Movimento Popular de Libertagdo de Angola — Popu-
far Movement for the Liberation of Angela). Cn the
northern front the forces.of the FNLA {Frente Nacional
de Libertagdo de Angola — Nationdl Front for the Lib-
eration of Angola) have stepped up their pressure on
Luanda, ‘although they have not reached the area
around Quifangondo, where the water~treatimerit plant

for the capital is located. For several weeks the' FNLA .

has been intent.on taking this: w”age in order to break
the resistance of the population, The major weapon. -
being used in fhese encurclemem operations is- the: Pan-

hard tark equipped with 60 ‘mm.mortai and 75 mn re- :

coiliess canhon mounted on jeeps.: The defense by the

" FAPLA (fhe armed forces of the MPLA} is bemg woged -

through two main tacfics: bombqrdments with: Sovrer
122 'mm missiles- and counterattacks by fighs gnifs
equipped with grendde launchers and AK-47 rifles, .

The stagnation of the’ Luqnda front is-bad for the ' MPEA,

It restricts.an important par! “of MPLA forcés. to a'very
small part of the territory, tirés and dlscourcges the -

population of the city, and, Fa_r]ql_!y,__perm|ts the FNLA = -
to advance toward Malange and solidify. its opparatus

in the northern part of the country.

the military sifuation in The South
has changed quqlquﬂvdy. Several weeks ago, the
MPLA contrelled the entire coast and part of the prov-
ince of Huila. UNITA (Unig&e Nacional para Indepen- -
déncia-Total de Angola — Natianal Union for- the Total
Independence of Angola), barred from Nova Lisboa
and Silce Ports, hardly extended beyond the provinces
of Huambo and Bié. In the past several days, however,
the relationship of forces has been turned around. Sa
da Bandeira fell, then Mossémedes, and finally Ben-

guela and Lobito. For the first time since July, UNITA ‘

and FNLA reinforcements in.the center and south com-
mand a broad opening to the sea, which allows them:

ta bring i n supphes and use a pmcer strategy against

Lvanda.

Apart from these military aspects of the situation; it
must be'noted. that Lobito is the country's second major
port-after Luanda and: fhat Benguela is the termiinal of . -
the famous rcnlroud Tine that carries copper. from Zaire
and Zambia. Thus reorganrzed in the South, the Forces
of UNITA and the FNLA will be able to atfack South .
Clanzo province and’ try ‘to rﬂke Mc!clnge from-the .
south,

What has happened to. ake such a turnabout of the
situation possnble'? The first cause, and this is undoubt-
edly the major factor, is-the massive military supporf
imperialism has given the reactiondry forces during the
past pericd. Sa da Bandeira was retaken with the aid
of South African froops and Porteguese mercenaries
supplied by the ELP (Portuguese Liberation Armiy, a
far=right paramilitary group). Several weeks earller,
UNITA president Jonas Savimbi had revealed that his
organization would soon acquire excephonal theavy -

" weaponry. And that happened

In_the North, the trcnnmg of FNLA Forces by l'roops
from Zaire h_as not diminished, and Zaire itself has re=
ceived increased military assistance from the United .
Stafes and France:, -As a sort of warning, France has
just deilvered fhe Flrst erage |ef figh’rers to. the chrous
air: force. : :

thle South Afrlca is rakmg an. mcreasmgiy demswe

~MPLA. But when Congolese President N'goudbi threat-

-sirong links in the imperialist chain in the region: the
"South African and Zairois armies.

by C.GABRIEL

part in the conflict, and while Zaire is massively sup-
porting the FNLA ard Zambia is doing the same for
UNITA, the military aid to the MPLA from the so-
called progressive African countries is a biuff, Granted,
the People’s Republic of the Congo (Brazzaville) is
aiding the MPLA in the transfer of matériel, and Guin-
2a, Algeria, Guinea-Bissau, and Mozambique are giv-
ing diplomatic support 1o the Neto leadership of the

ens an infervention by his army, one can only smile,

given the instability of this Tegime and the disciplinary
internal function of this army. Once again, the Or-
ganization of African Unity is demonstrating its coun--
terrevolutionary function. Once again, the grotesque
iflusion of a "progressive Africa” is crumbling. Against -
the nationalist rhetoric of "progressive Africa, " o very
real world is organizing, a world composed of the

Nevertheless, the reverses of the MPLA cannot be ac-
counted for solely by the intrinsic military power of ifs
enemies, Other factors come into play. The immensity’
-of the country makes it impossible for @ small polifico~ "
military apparatus emerging from a rural guerrilla war
to control the country militarity and administratively.
The distances involved, combined with transport diffi-
culties, have made the logistical factor decisive, “and
the FAPLA has no air force, It is certainly on this tevel
that the Soviet aid fo the MPLA has been especially
inadequate; massive supplies of helicopters are needed,.”
Moreaver, the duration of the battles and their civil=
war character have accelerated the decompasition of
Angolan society, particularly in the cities. Centrifugal
ethnic forces have massively reappeared and a section

of the popt:!ahon has preferred to return fo ifs region -

_of origin, thus increasing social disorgdnization and - :
aiding the contro! of the population by tribal noiobles B
cultivated by the FNLA and UNITA,

The industrial investments of the past several years had

_ permitted the development of a proletariat that was' -
young and concenfrared although little. skllled cmd




!ackmg in frcdlhons of srruggle In- 1973 abou? 130 000‘_ =

wage earners were employed in munufacturmg produc-
- tion, mainly in the industrial zones of Ludnda’and Lo-

bito. But because of its youth this proletariat could not - :

avoid the traditional pressures of its rurdl origins, The
MPLA ifself was not shielded from:this weakness of the
“Universal point of view" conferred by the urban milieu -
on the proletariat cut off from its pedsant origins. The
reduction of the MPLA's antitribalism to ideclogical
slogans did not help to raise the consciousness of the
most backward sectors. UNITA's control of the most
important agricultural region is causing o food shortage
that'is giving an impetus to the exodus of the popula-
ticn. In Luands, iines form in front of the stores early
in the morning, The food departments are almost empty;
oil, salt, stgar, and meat have become scarce, A kilo-
gram (2.2 pounds} of rice now costs 20 or 25 escudos;
the prévious price was 9 escudos a kilo. The price of
salt has risen from 1 to 3 escudos. Manicc, which is -
the basic foodstuff for the African populations, has
risen in price threefold, and the MPLA is trying to re-
duce this inflation by organizing distribution by "neigh-
borhood commissions. " ‘Finally, the departure of the
Portuguese is intensifying the dlsorgamzqhon of the .
trade networks.

Such a situation generates cpqrhy among the mGSses and
is now affecting the structures of ' popu|c:r power, " pro-
voking a decline in dynamism and increasing ailendism
of the MPLA leadership on the part of these structures.

Internationalization

The Seuth ‘African intervention has now become official,
The Americans are no longer hiding the aid the CIA has
given the FNLA and UNITA, An article by Leslie Gelb
“in the September 25 New York Times asserted that re~
liable sources in the CIA considered Holden's FNLA
_a possible alternative fo Portuguese colonialism as long
“ago-as 1962, Nevertheless, the imperialist’ commitment
in Angola was not deliberately set on provoking civil
war. After April 25, 1974, when the Salazarist regime
was overthrown, the divisions of the MPLA and the
weakening of the organization rendered quite crédible
the Spinolist operafion based around the FNLA and the
organizations of the Portuguese colons. What imperi-
alism “totally underéstimated was the urban mass move-
ment and ‘its immediate adherence to the MPLA, which,
despite its weakened condlhon, comserved great pres-
tige. .
It was too late to take advantage of fhe political weak-
ness of the MPLA. It was too late to integrate the lead=-
ership or a faction of the leadership info the neocolo-
. nialist project, - The Alvor accords and the coalition
" government came too late.* The mass movement was
" placing ifs frust in the MPLA .- The right was no longer
able to counterpose itself to the MPLA. Lucio Lara of
‘the MPLA declared, "Part of the population has been
armed, but that was done in-July 1974 to resist aggres—
sion from reactionary whites. These self-defense units
have since placed themselves under the MPLA banner,
but we do not control them.," i
.The MPLA leadership, which in spite of its divisions is
on the whole a petty-bourgeois nationalist leadership,
fhen had no choice but to rely on the mass movement
r "self-defense” against the FNLA; the MPLA |ead-
. ershap thus decided fo develop this movement while -
maintaining control over it. No imperialist group placed
any trust in the MPLA, because of the mass movement
that remained attached to it. The provocdtions of the
FNLA in Luanda and its physical attacks in the muceques

“5 (the Urban slums) turned out to be insufficient to break

7 down the activity of the masses, It thus became neces-
wsdry to opt for civil war; otherwise there was a risk of

-3z

Iosmg the fast i'rump ccrds for negohahons with the
Neto !eadership of the MPLA.,

~ But the internafionalization of the conflict meant ot
* “only the reaction of imperialism against the movement

of the Angolan masses. It also meant interimperialist

. conflicts exacerbated by the eclectic links maintained

by the FNLA and UNITA throughout the world, Thus,
the intervention of South Africa is also an intervention
aimed. at strengthening UNITA; the aim is to siabilize

a zone in direct contact with- Namibia, mainly the
Ovambo region and the Caprivi strip, which constitute
the key regions in Pretoria's strategy.*™ Zambia, which
is now on a honeymoon with the South African regime
based on the mutual desire to preserve stability in south=

_ ern Africa, is involved in this because UNITA ean as-

sure Zambia that the Benguela railroad will continuve

to function and- thus to carry Zambian copper to the sea.
Thus, the southern counteroffensive also represents a
political conflict with the FINLA aimed at guaranteeing
a fair regional balance for the future neoceolonial An-

.gola 50 as ta preserve the markets for the development
of the Cunene valley. The Cassinga mines, which are

owned by Krupp, and the European and South African
investments increase the interest of the Common Market
in aiding Savimbi's UNITA, :

Savimbi has implicitly recognized that without this
"mandate" he would be unabkle o play such a political
role. On October 19 he stated {in the Cameroons):
*Neto -will not be able to-create an African Cuba as

he announced, because Angola, regardless of the senti-
ments of the population, is located in a zone that is
too sensitive politically and strategically.” In other
-words, what the Angolan people have 1o understand s
that the lusts of imperialism will be stronger than their
own mobilizations!

The same Savimbi, in Paris once again, told Agence
France-Presse on October 27 that "if Africa can do
nothing, no one will be abie fo prevent the United No-
tions from sending in troops.” And he recognized,
without protest, that South Africa was effectively oc-
cupying the province of Huila in the Sourh

The final battle? R

The FNLA and UNITA, armed wings of imperialism,
prepared for November 11 as one prepares for a stage
in a struggle; but they did not consider this to be the
final batile, The battle will continue, regardless of
what form it takes.

The MPLA has decided on a "general mobilization" to
repel the invaders. Such an initiative could give new
strength to the mass movement, provided it is accom-
panied by a clear political definition of the stakes in-
volved, But the leadership has now amnounced that it
will establish a "government of national union" includ--.
ing "independent patriotic personalities.” [t is not very
precise, buf it maintains the "nationalist" and frontist
formulations of the MPLA, _

*The "Alvor accords" were signed in Alvor, Portugal,

on Janvary 15, 1975, They set up a coalition govern-
ment composed of representatives of the MPLA, FNLA,
and UNITA, with o represenrarive of the Portuguese
government acting as "arbitor, ”

**Namibia, just south of Angola, is occupied by South
Africa in defiance of United Nations resclutions and

the will of the couniry's inhabitants. Ovamboland, the
territory of the Ovambo tribe, is in the northern region
of MNamibia and s used by the South African regime as

a source of forced labor for mines in Namibia. The’
Caprivi Strip, a 300-mile-long, 40-mile wide band, .
is an extension of northeast Namibia separating Angofa e
dnd Zumblc on the north from Botswana on the south.
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In a recent issue of the MPLA's newspaper, Vitoria é
Certa, the leadership explained how it sees the situa~
tion: s ' .
"Qur movement has raised: the slogan 'Let us-construct
a bread anti-imperialist front, let us defeat the lackies
of imperialism and create a democracy of @ new type!'’
« + - In that sense, this is a just struggle that will con=
tribute to strengthening the camp of the progressive
forces on a world scale, the camp of the exploited in
struggle against the exploiters, tt.will aid in the inevi=-
table fall of imperialism. . .-, Now, this struggle

- against imperialism can be victorious if it draws together

all the anti-imperialist forces of our fatherland. ‘Among
these forces will be the workers, peasants, revolution~
ary inteliectuals, and the anti-imperialist layers of the
Angolan beurgeois + « Nevertheless, our revely-

- tionary vanguard must be prepared to create a govern~

ment of a democracy of a new type in our country, This
government represents an alliance of all the anti-im=
perialist classes, which must be led by the mosf congig~

~ tently revolutionary class. . .. . Democratic centralism
-and discussion will occur among the organized popular

masses on'all the national problems and on the applica-
tion in practice of the conclusions reached by the gov-
ernment. . . . To achieve its aims, this government
will have to struggle for the nationalization of the big
industrial, commercial, and banking enterprises, But
since this government represents un alligrice of various
classes, it will not eliminate the existence of private
property, nor will it prohibit the development. of capi-
talist production, In relation to the Angolan peasants,
this government will have to define a consistent agrar-

ian reform in its program. Land abandoned by the colons
~will remain the property of those who till i+,

Obviously, such rhetoric is used in order fo satisfy every-
body within the MPLA. It is symbolized by Agostinko
Neto, who is a sort of Bonaparte standing cbove ten=
dencies. "Democracy of a new type" is nothing but the
concept'of the party-state formulated in-a situation
characterized by pressure from the mass movement. Let
this' movement retreat, and the concept will become
reality, as was the case in Guinea under Sekou Touré
and as is now happening in Guinea-Bissau and Mozam-
bique. The leadership team, drawing its legitimacy

from the nationalist struggle, bases itself on holding

the masses strictly in check through powerless commit-
tees in which bureaucratism and careerism are cultivated,
committees that supposedly represent "mass control over
the party.” -

In such a political context, revolutionary Marxists sup-
port the MPLA against imperialist reaction, against the
FINLA and UNITA, and against the Zaireis and South
African allies of these organizations, but they alse ad-
dress themselves 1o the mass movement so that the "or-
gans of. popular power" may become real instruments of -
the power of the masses. They work for real indepen~
dence of the mass organizations and committees from
the MPLA. They work for the future state to
guarantee democratic rights, the right of political or-
ganization for all anti-imperialists, for the right to
publish literature, hold meetings, and so on. They work
not for an MPLA government with people like Lucio
Lara under the cover formula “democracy of a new
type" {with the class content ignored), but instead for
" a government of a new type, a workers and peasants
government responsible to assemblies of delegafes. To
do this,- there cannot be a "new course" on paper aimed
at winnirig over the [eadership of the movement. The
vanguard must be regrouped and the construction of the
revolutionary party must be prepared. In the political

resolution of the Tenth World Congress of the Fourth
International (February 1974) it was pointed out that
"in the context of the readjustment of imperialist strat-
egy in southern Africa, the development of the process

-of permanent revolution on the basis of the internation-
~-alization of the conflict throughout this region (south~

ern Africa — INPRECOR) will be able to be achieved
mainly through a clarification within the MPLA and

FRELIMO, revolutionary nationalist movements with
multicldssist conceptions.” The "mainly" meant that a

-section of the urban movement, in which the MPLA was

not at all implanted at that Hme, would also' make an

_important contribution fo the political recomposition.
_Now, after April 25, the fotality of the radical urban
~ elements have joined the MPLA, - particularly through

the organs of "popular power." That is why:it is more -
correct foday to consider that the political recomposi- .
tion will take place through o clarification within the
MPLA toward the regroupment of an anticapitafist ten-
dency, for the construction of a revolutionary party.

International support
It is this point that is forgotten by those who believe
that for revolutionary Marxisis to support the MPLA is
heresy . We must not support any particular group, we
are told, because all three advermsaries are nationalists
with very similar programs and there is, after all, no
revolutionary party, Thus, the Fourth International

“should pose the question of the roads that lead to the

building of such a. party, What would Angolan political
life be like if Holden's kind of order reigns in Luanda?
What would become of the hundreds of militants work-
ing in-the muceques and in the university around anti=
capitalist slogans? They would be the first victims, as
is attested to by the attitude of the FNLA before July
10. o ) o

In several communiqués the FNLA declared that “the
people themselves have objectively delegated popular
power fo the liberation movements" and that it is be-
cause of "the infiltration of certain bodies (among them
the neighborhood committees) by anarchist elements
and agitators . . . that the FNLA has always opposed
any form of Angelan organization outside the tiberation
movements, " _ .
That is what is involved in supporting the MPLA. On
the eve of November 11 it is regrettable # observe that
international support is scarcely any greater than it
was during the fourteen years of the armed struggle.
The committees in Europe slowed duwn their activity
after April 25 because these committees, mast often
controlled by reformists, had llusions in the anfi-neo-
colonial character of the new Portuguese regime, To-
day this past weighs heavily against relaunching inter~
national solidarity. The lack of massive and permanent
support to the MPLA and to the Angolan people will in
turn weigh heavily on the relationship of forces with
the counterrevolution and on the prospect of a social
transformation of ihe sfruggle, which is still possible.
It will not be possible for anyone to demonstrate. that
support to the Angelan socialist revolution could avoid
the necessity of supporting the MPLA when the whole.
of the anti=imperialist youth are assembled around the
MPLA and the counterrevolution s embodied in the
FNLA and UNITA,

November 9, 1975




The current situation in Angola has been presented to

. public opinion as the direct consequence-of a confronta=
fion between the United States and the Soviet Union.
The "dérente™ is said to be "in danger"; the Angolan

‘masses are said to have been plunged, despite thermselves,

into a "frafricidal war, " having become cannon fodder
for.a conflict between two superpowers. Clearly, such
a.presentgtion of the "facts" fulfills a political function
for the mass media. The point is to hark back to the
good old days of the Alvor accords, when there was a
coalition government and "peaceful" coexistence among
the MPLA, FNLA, and UNITA.* The partisan thrust of
this sort of position becomes clear in the light of the
-~ campaign of the government of Zaire according to which
"only the Angolan people must decide their fate, and
accprding to the rood already h'oced out by their tead-
ers during the Alvor conference.” (Declaration of the
* Zaire press agency, AZAP, January 6.)
To'some extent, the mremchonahzchon of the Angolan-
conflict has obscured perception of the struggles between
the MPLA and the FNLA-UNITA cealitien, ot least in
the international press. But'this is just the opposite of
~ wha't ought to happen, for each group is now busy argu=-
ing, justifying, and negotiating its position. The masks
are falling off. Hence, there is every opportunity to .
examine and ncil down the analysis of factors as Tmpor-
tent as the naturé of the American interests, African
diplomacy, the reasons for the Soviet intervention, the
projecfs of the MPLA, and so on. '
A new Vietnam?
The frankest American argumentation, apart from Kissin~
ger's; was presented by Daniel Moynihan, U.S, ambas-
sador to the United Mations, who asserted on January 12
thet "the Angolan conflict is a practically inevitable
consequence of the détente. . . . You must see détente
as a.situation in which tensions will increase, or you've
. missed the point altogether. . . . The United States has
taken a severe setback in Southeast Asia and has gone
into what l've called o failure of nerve. If in fact we
are in a condition where we won't stand up to the ideo~
logical attacks, then we're not well advised to have.
détente. " (Newsweek, January 19.) For some time now
Moynthan has been known for his forthright statements.
And that was another one. Thus, it is under the heading
of not suffering a "failure of nerve” that the United
States has been sending arms and money to the FNLA
since 1962 and voting agdinst most of the UN resolutions
condemning Portuguese colonialism.,
It appears that Nixon decided to ease off this support
“around 1969, probably under the foint effects of Porty=-
guese and South African requests. Neverthefess, the ma--
terial support shot up again after the overthrow of the
Salazarist regime in Portugal on April 25, 1974, fr Jan-
.. uary 1975 a meeting of the White House high-level in- .
““telligence coordinating body decided to send’ $300,000
* o Holden. (New York Times,-December 19, 1975.) In
riid= =July of the same year the CIA was authorized fo
‘send $10 million in matériel to the FINLA and UNITA.
ince then; support has remained at a high level,

Siing the debo‘re that broke out in Congress in Decem—

ber some Senators complained essentially about the se-
crecy surrounding U.S. activities in Angola. But it was
not only this formal aspect of things that was involved

in the conflicts in Congress. Senator Hubert Humphrey,
who called for a halt to the U.S. commitment without
demanding reciprocity from the USSR, subtly formulated
his view of the conflict. "If the Soviet Union persists

(in aiding the MPLA), " he said, "it will find itself iso-
lated. This has happened before in Africa. Angolan nas
tionalism wil! probably turn out to be a more powerful
force (in Africa) than Soviet communism. Even if the
USSR wins some immediate factical advantage, it will
probably be of short duration.” For Humphrey, then,

the American intervention will only radicalize the strug-
gle, while the present nationalist line of the MPLA con-
stitutes a last line of deferise against anticapitalist strug-

‘gles. The Soviets responded to Humphrey through the

TASS press agency, which on Janvary 12 asked the United
States to apply the policy of peaceful coexistence with

a more "consistent'spirit. " And the Moscow newspaper
"United States: Economy, Politics, Ideology, " estimated
that "in general, Soviet-American relations.are sfill
tending to improve™ in spite of existing "complex prob-
lems” and all the "unresolved questions. " In this regard,
the Soviet newspaper called for rounding out the polir-
ical détente with a military détente and stressed that

“the question of the normalization of Soviet=American

- economic relations remains a current one.

American imperialist interests in Africa are not homoge-
neous. Some represeniatives of U.S. imperialism view
their policy within the overall framework of the conti-
nent and reconcile themselves to the most diverse forms
of political power here and there. For them, the United
States has to preserve a certain image throughout the
continent, ‘reconciling the exigencies of their invest-
ments in South Africa with the needs of their investments
in the independent states. American investors in Guinea-
Conakry, for example, are not prepared to support the

‘FNLA ‘and UNITA unconditionally. .

On the other hand, other imperialist foctions base their
attitude on unconditional support to the sduthern bloc ~
and the regime in Zaire. Even so, the American commit-
ment in Angola is not the result of a deliberate and pre-
meditated choice. Everything indicates that the Alver -
accords represented a highly acceptable solution for the
United States,

“But subsequent events tore these accords fo pieces. The

confrontation between the MPLA and the FNLA, had it

" resulfed in o defeat for Holden's ’rroops, would have left

a clear field for the political and economic projects of
the MPLA, with. the immediate prospect of nationaliza=
tions. Thus, South Africa could not accept the American
government's allowing the establishment in Angola of
regime whose first act would be to set up a state eco- .
nomic sector at the expense of some investors. This would -,
have been o direct threat to South African mvesfmen?s
in the Cunene River valley and in the. Cassinga mlnes,

for example. S
Apart from the question of investments, an Angoia &én-

trolled by the MPLA would be a serious’ obstacle. fo the

. South African perspective of a Boikamzahon of Nan bia’
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into autonomous Bantustans and would have aided the
forces struggling for immediate and total independence
of the country, The expansionist South African state,
taking advantage of a large degree of independence of
imperialist capital, decided on a direct intervention in
Angola. While this blocked the advance of the MPLA,
it forced the hand of the American government, pushing

. Washington into unconditional alignment-behind the

FNLA and UNITA. Roberto Holden described this situa-
tion perfectly when he launched an appeal to the West

- to "save Africa from communism.* "l ask the West'to

save itself. | am astonished to have to cry this in the
desert.™ "Without considering the United States as'the
policemdn of the world, | believe that it is the gudrdian
of world liberty, *
South Africans, whe "came to fight the fire when the .

~ houss of their neighbor was burning. Perhaps they 'do nof P
_ do this out of love for their neighbor, but simply fo.pre= -

~ vent their own house from catching fire later on, The

western nations should draw the conclusions ;"
week, December 22, 1975.)

Thus, during the conference of the Organizafion of- AFrl— S

can Unity {OAU) a diplomatic. trial ballon was faunched -
arourd the theme of o possible w:rhdrcwq! of the: Soufh

African troops, the'suggestion’being that Soufh Afr:ca-
would be satisfied by an agreement among the fhree or-
ganizations; Washsng’rcn puf pressure on Pretoria to: I'ry

" in exchange for a return of the coalition governmenit.

Such a possibitity still seems to be far off, since the
MPLA has rejterated ifs rejection of a new coalition and
since there has been some conflict between the FNLA
and UNITA. In Huombo (formerly Nova Lisboa) there
have beenh murderous clashes between UNITA treops and

- FNL A troops commanded by Chipenda. Incapable of in-

fusing their troops with even @ minimumof national con-
sciousness, the general sfoffs of the FNLA and UNITA
have been reduced to cutting down their differences to
the scale of tribal conflicts, of grudges and confronta-
tions among Fsgh’rmg troops .

. American diplomacy thus remains refahvely paralyzed. -

Since the-return of a coalition'is o premature perspective,
the Democratic opposmon is insisting that Tn any case-
the American commifment is unjustified and that the
stakes invalved areiin no way comparable to those in
Vietnam. Woshmgron was content to make sure that fhe
ma|or|’ry of the QAU conference would not vote to recog
nize the Peaple’s Republ ic of Angola proclcamed by
MPLA. .. S
African dnplomacy wt,to the test
The essesitial funétian of fhe Orgamzahon of AFrlcun

Unity is to preserve a consensus ameng all the African
bourgeais ieadershtps in face'of the fwists and turns-of

continentel pohhcul life and also.in face of revolution=

ary struggles.’ The clouse of the OAU charter shpuluhng '
noninterference in the internal-affairs of each member .
state is the supreme hypocrisy of these leaderships, who

knéw very well how extensively their interests are linked

and how much- Hyalr economies interpenetrate:. The
fetishization of pefry-bourgems pan=Africanist themes
traditionally serves as an ideology for the bigshows
otherwise known as OAU assemblies. In the Angdlon
conflict, for the first time, the old-routine of Undn ifmous:

motions lostifs: efFechveness Zaire i is directly and pub--’ '

licly’ mtervenmg in‘the confllcf The South African’

army has. alko |nfervened ?orcmg sach African regime
to toke d sfcnd cm Ms sensmvrry" to' the racist, reg;ma
in Preroriu )

The governments mosr suseep
of Scawef dlpicm oy

~ Thus,

_ . pheré of reconciliation of all Angolcms willing to work

And he haifed the intervention of the

- Camiercons,.there were UNITA backers who are fora

{News- o

» .fhls delicate equilibrium. They all condemned Séuth

. Africa ond then referred. the whole offair to the reguior e e
" bodies of the DAU, :

" OAll conference as a partial defeat, Several weeks be-

S _V: ) fare, the MPLA had believed that it would win recagni=
to get the South Africans fo make a ded with the QAU

" to retreat,. The functicn of the QAU had never been sg

+ who still have |”u5|ons in African diplomacy understcncl

- The Soviet mtemntzon -

' hypocnhcal attitude of fhose who call for

'le__fo Followmg fhe leqd e
fhose fhu% are comm:ffed to & Eme o

~

similar to that of the MPLA {Guinea-Bissau, for example),
those for whom an FNLA victory would represent.a direct
threat because of internal opposition (the Congo), very
quickly recognized the People's Republic of Angola.
Others, clever tacticians, became convinced that it was
unreczli]fic te supporf the FNLA-UNITA bloc. Nigeric,
Mali, Ethiopia, and Burundi may be listed among these.

a total of twenty~two countries recognized the Peo-
ple's Republic. The draft resclution was presented by
Nigeria; it was worded so as to represent a consensys
among this group. The document propoied recognition

of the People's Republic but also expressed its confidence
in this- government to "continue to bring about on atmos-’

to stréngthen naticnal unity.

The opposing.camp was scarcely any more homogeneouys .’
Along with the group of "hardliners" tike Zaire and fhe

.new.coalition government (Senegal), and the most hesi- -
tant, who were content simply to call for unity. Twenty='.
two on each side! The abstention of Uganda preserved

The direct protagonists in the confhct ull consldered %I-ns

_toh. Zaire had hoped for.a decision that would change
the situation inasmuch as the present dymamic has re~
flected itself in a succession of defeais.for the FNLA on -
the northern front, ever since the fall of Ambriz. But .
the conference decided nothing and the FINLA confinues

badly bungled. Will those elsewhere on the continent

the .lessons?

The reasonis for- the massive Soviet aid fo the anti-imperi-
alist fighters basically ¢ go bauck to a desire to break down,

" -the unconditional American suppert for the South: AfrlC?'T .
- intervention. The USSR decided to specfccu‘uﬂy boisfer .

its aid shipments and diplomatic activities afrer the

~South African dintervention and the U.5, aid to the FNLA "
had rhreafened the -diplomatic balance in black Affica.
“:- Zambia is increasingly close to the South African-policy,
“whichiin iself représents a significont shift in the re~
' gion. An FNLA victory; which would sfrengthen the .
cenfreplrcl! forces among the Bakongo ethpic group, would

give « second wind fo the opposition of Bakongo norubfes

“do the Ngouabi regime in the Congo. But this regime '

represents a not unimportant elémenit in the Soviet posi-.

tion in central Africa. The attempts at official dnciogue :
between black Africa and the. South African racists are
becoming inc reasingly credible because of the cancréte
advantages Pretoria is dangling before the neocolonial - _
regimes. Finally, an FNLA victory would-permit the con~ '
stitution of ¢ Zaire-Angola axis whose anticommunist

~waight would be quite formidable for the future of So-

viet policy throughiout Africa. For the Soviet bureuucracy, o s

the aim is to preserve iis diplomatic clientel, among

. whrch_kmust be placed the Congo,. Somalia,. Tcnzd_-n;q,'.' P
Guinea; Algeria, and néw Guinea-Bissau.
less, 15 is out of the question fo equate the. Soviet inter~
" vention with the American intervention. Whutever the

Neverthe-" - :

diplomatic reasons for the Soviet military aid to the .
MPLA, we must consider-this aid positive and. reject the.
"non m_feré'er- S
ence oy the great powers . '

- .The consequences of this aid on the polmc.ul course cf

‘the MPLA remain to be _measured In cmy case, the MPLA




s needed no Soviet pressure fo oppose any overly lrnpei'u- -
"ous development of ‘the mass movement, .
;- Apart from that, the coﬁsequences wn” probably be us .

© - follows: -
a). a greater credmllufy for the MPLA's state ccp:tahsf
“projects, which will be chked up by Soviet economic
support;
" b) o development &f Sfufmlsf currents within fhﬂ MPLA
without this necessarily giving rise to a Stalinist faction

‘with o political program of-its own to counterpose i'o the
rest of the MPLA leadership.
~The conjunction of these two e!emem‘s has already pro-

duced an astonishing mixture in the Luondo press: no- .
tionalist declarations, declarations on "the Paris Com-
mune by Marx, " and statements on "Marxism~Leninism."
And the Cuban intervention? Is it purely a matter of the
Cubans in Angola serving as cannon fodder for Soviet
policy? We do not think so. The Cubans have a tradi-
tional presence within the ranks of the liberotion move-
ments, especially the PAIGC in Guinea-Bissau. More-
over, it seems that Cuba sirongly fears a Brazilian pene-
tration of this part of Africa. Further, and this is anex-
" tremely imporfant factor, the Cuban leadership,. speaking
through Vice-Prime Minister Carlos Rafael Rodriguez,
has affirmed that it would confinue to extend military

aid to the MPLA regardless of the decision of the OAU:
"We will not take heed of any appeal by the QAU." -
This breaks clearly with the OAU diplomatic game, whsch
is at the center of the Soviet motives.

Finally, what obout China? 1t seems that the Chinese

~instructors have left the ranks of the FNLA. Neverthe-
less, Chinese pohcy has preserved its tone. Let us recall
that the two regimes in the region toward which Peking

" has been directing its charm and whose presidents”have
been invited to China during the past few years are

- Zaire and the Cameroons.. These two counfries were in

~ the leadership of the anti-MPLA eamp during the OAU
conference, and everything suggests that Chirese diplo-
macy will maintain its links with these regimes. Hence, '
Maoist policy in Angola will preserve its cautious atti-
tude towc:rd and even compl |C|fy with fhe UNITA-FNI..
camp.

The Angolan fap left

The peﬁy-bourgeons nationalist character of the MPLA
leadership stands in direct opposition to an anticapitalist
development of the mass movemenf and real forms of
self-organization.

The events of the past several monihs confirm this analy-=
sis. While the MPLA had waged the national liberation
struggle essentially in the rural arecs, a after April 25,
1974, the urban milieu ‘nurtured anticapitalist currents
that emerged from the student youth, over whom the
MPLA had. no direct control. Thus, groups emerged like:
the Amilear Cabral Committees (CAC), which were

linked to the Portuguese UDP (Unido Democrética Popu-
lar = Popular Democratic Union, Maoist), gs well as
some forces upholding a revolutionary Marxist orienta-
tion, such as the distributors of ’rhe newspaper Revelu=-
¢do Socnohs?q

The CAC, which held a generally majority positicn
within rhis-'Fc:r left, were able to play a decisive role

in pressuring the MPLA for g whole period, particularly
on the question of the neighborhood committees and their
coordination and on the question of the self-defense mili-
tias. The militanis of the CAC penetrated rather far into
the ranks of the MPLA, taking on positions in military
training and posts of responsibility. The MPLA leader-
ship made a de facto accommodation with these currents
so as not to frontelly oppose a sector of the masses that

-~ was developing a spontaneous movemenf during the year
' 1975 _ .

" When' the ¢ivil war begdn to take o different course and
_ it became necessary to prepare for a genuine profracted
~war, it became that much easier for the MPLA leader-

ship to control the neighborhood committees and isolate
the far teft. The first objective was to break the weight

“of the CAC in the neighborhood committeas, For exam=
- ple, Nito Alves declared that after "the FNLA and

UNITA, the struggle will have to. be waged against the

“ultraleftists. " The radio broadcast speeches against "par-

tisars of Trotsky and Bakunin" and the Macist newspaper
Poder Popular was banned . Isolated and weakened, the
far left was open to a death blow, In Qctober the neigh-
borhood committee of SGo Paulo was occupied by the
FAPLA (the military forces of the MPLA) and nine com=-
miftee members were arrested, along with eldven mili-
tants of other neighborhood committees. A wave of in-
timidation spread. In November these militants were re=~
leased; some were deperted to Portugal. The CAC were
very much wedkened and the MPLA leadership was easily
able fo bring the structures of "popular power® under '

control. ) _
Clearly, attempting to fend these forms of self-organiza=

tion an anticapitalist content provided an opportunity

. to wage a battle against the MPLA teadership. This bat-

tle was lost by the far left during a conjuncture of the

" war for which these currents offered only insufficient

responses, The CAC developed opportunist and entrist
conceptions in regard to the leadership of the MPLA,
while others made mlsrakes in the abstract character of
their propaganda. :

This far left, which generally emerged from the Portu-
guese far |eFf was politically and organizationally insuf=
ficient, It was Maoist in ifs majority and hence suffered
the effects of the miserable Chinese policy in Angola,

Faced with the mass movement, these Macist currents
broke empirically with the traditional "popular national
democretic revolution, " but'without presenting any
clear alternative strategy. They were up against the
prestige of a leadership that had come out of the armed
struggle and they overestimated their real base among
the masses. The fact that the repression against them
did not bring the MPLA info conflict with the masses is
proof of the mass movement's increasing reliance on the

MPLA

Neverthe less, this must in no way diminish our solidarity

" with these militants, especially those who oriented their

work towdrd o socialist transformation of the Angolan
revolution, Some of these milifants, such as Salvador
Catdo and José Ingumba, members of the Revolugdo
Socialista group killed in Nova Lisbea, died fighting
the FNLA and UNITA, giving sterling proof of their
anti-imperlalist courage. The political battle of these

* militants is still not over. The December 20 issue of the

MPLA newspaper Vitéria é Certa had a headline read-
ing "The Struggle Against the Rightists and Ultraleftists®
and the editorial was devoted to the sfruggle against
ultraleftism. This shows that the "normalization" of

Luanda is not at all settled.
A fight must be waged around the themes of freedom of

expression and the right of organization for all anti-
imperialists. The broadest democracy must be demanded
for those wha are fighting reaction. The MPLA represen-
tatives who are traveling around the world and s_pgeaking
at support meetings organized by the international far

left must be confronted with questions about the repres-
sion. If the South African aid to the FNLA and UNITA
must serve as a lesson to the "neutralists who see the .
current struggle purely as a fight among coun'rerposed
petty-bourgeois lenderships, the repression against the
far left must serve as a lesson to the most varied centris
groups who have so far refused to muke the t'Jlghf'ﬁ‘St
griticism of the MPLA, :
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