An Initial Balance Sheet

Angola Three Years After Independence

By Joseé Maia

[The following article was written in
November 1977, ‘before the First Congress
of the MPLA (Movimento Popular de Li-
bertacdo de Angola-—People’s Movement
for the Liberation of Angola). Some points
on the congress were added before it was
published in issue No. 4, Second Series, of
Accao Comunista, the theoretical journal
of the Liga Comunista Internacionalista,
Portuguese section of the Fourth Interna-
tional. The translation from the Portu-
guese is by Intercontinental Press/Inpre-
cor.|

* * *

"1977—Year of the First Congress of the
MPLA, of the Founding of the Party, and
of Production for Socialism”—thal was the
endlessly repeated slogan. It became a
standard phrase in the radio news broad-
casts, in the editorials of the Jornal de
Angola, in reports, in official letters, and
even in the everyday language of the more
zealous officials. This pompous slogan of a
case-hardened bureaucratic leadership con-
cealed a shameful lie behind two formal
truths,

The true statement about the holding of
the “First Congress™ of the MPLA'! in fact

1. In 1971, the old Steering Committee called the
First Congress of the MPLA. The official reasons
given why it was not held were “lack of an
opportunity and of financial rescurces” (see the
pamphlet- O que é 0 Congresse published by the
First National Seminar on Organization,
Luanda, July 1977). In reality, what prevented it
from being held was the first signs of conflicts
with Chipenda. In place of a congress, a “Read-
justment Movement” was begun in 1972. Its
main result was to put the Steering Gommittee

“on ice” and form another leadership, which was -

just like the preceding one, except that it did not
include Chipenda. :

In 1974, after April 25, the First Congress was
called again in' Lusaka. This -occurred under
pressure from two sources. Revolta Activa [Ac-
tive Revolt], a faction led by J. Pinto de Andrade

" and Gentile Viana, which had strong influence
in intellectual circles, criticized the lack of inter-
nal democracy and the rule of an “all powerful

president.” The guerrilla faction in the east.

headed by Chipenda, Revolta do Leste. [Eastern
Revolt], also pressed for.the holding of this
congress. Although it was present at this assern-
bly, the MPLA leadership (Neto) did not recog-
nize its valdity. .

Finally,. the Third Plenum of the Central
Committee held in October 1976 called for hold-
ing the congress in 1977. The premier- of the

concealed the trai;esty of democracy that
was being rigged up. This ran the gamut

from pushing inte the background those

who belonged to currents opposing the
traditional apparatus (whose crimes will
be taken up later) to imprisoning and
shootmg them,

It included the co-opting of functmnar
ies, who had not participated in the rank-
and-file bodies {the Grupos de Accdo) and
were chosen for their docility, to supervise
the various organs of the movement. It
involved dividing up the places on the
incoming Central Committee and the pres-
entation of theses worked out in corridor
“struggles” among the varicus factions.

Among the contending groups were the
traditional apparatus (Lucio Lara, Carlos
Rocha Dilolwa), the right-wing nationalist
old guard {Mendes de Carvalho, Manuel

Pacavira), and the petty-bourgeois techno-

crats (Lopo do Nascimento, the ministers
of foreign trade and fisheries). There were
also groups with much more well-defined
interests, such as that headed by Secretary
of State for Communications Bento Ri-
beiro, the advance scout for Italian capital-
ism, the most enterprising in Angola.

There were manifold factions with con-
fused political and economic programs,
varying from an Argentinestyle state
capitalism (Lara) to more familiar forms of
neocolonialism with less of a progressive
fagade

The “First Congress of the MPLA” will
give formal expression to the relationship
of forces resulting from the backroom
alliances and wheeling and dealing among
the bureaucrats. If will not be the fruit of
dermocratic debate nor will it plant the seed
of socialism. )

The statement about the ‘“founding of
the party” is also formally true. A party
will be founded, but it will not be a party of
the workers and peasants, as is claimed;
nor will it be Marxist-Leninist, despite the
invocation of this term. Of the Leninist
norms of democratic centralism, the demo-

Angolan People’s Republic, Lopo do Nascimento,
set the date for the beginning of the congress as
December 4, the twenty-first anniversary of the
founding of the organization. )

- The congress was held December 4-10, 1977,
and approved the organization’s niew name-—-
“MPLA, Party of Labor.” It also approved the
new statutes and theses, as well as confirming
the forty-five new members of the Central Com-
mittee.
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~ pline and unity of the party.”

cracy is being swept under the rug and the
centralism made authoritarian.?

On this point at least there is total
agreement among the various factions and
even among the most reactionary chauvi-
nists (Mendes de Carvalho, for example).
In this respect, the lessons imparted by
East German and Soviet advisers have
been -accepted without resistance.-

The shameful lie is the slogan * ‘produc-
tion for socialism,” because what this
would mean, if the term were being used
properly, is production for the workers,
under their control and with their partici-
pation in making the basic economic-
policy decisions, I will come back to this
question further on. In particular, .I “will
take up the caricature of socialist planning
outlined at the Third Plenum of the Cen-
tral Committee in October 1976.

Along with this, I'will show that while
the MPLA's “progressive” verbiage ‘may

easily turn the heads of centrists, since

they are not screwed on very tightly any-
way, it does not hold up under Marxist
analysis.

So, the year 1977 will not go down in the
History of the Angolan workers movement
for-any of the things touted in the official

2. In the pamphlet O MPLA ¢ o Partido [The
MPLA and the Party], which was published in
October 1977 and contains the Documentos de
Estudo para o Partido [DEP—Study Documents
on the Party|, there is a tendency to dwell on the
“subordination of the lower bodies to the higher
ones, of the action groups to the Steering Com-
mittee,” “of the minority to the majority,” etc
And the democracy that would make this cen-
tralism a conscious instrument is reduced o
vague banalities. But it is noted that in no case
should “internal democracy endanger the disci-
Democracy is
reduced finally to “defending individual points
of view” in the rank-and-file bodies.
© What sort of guarantee will this he fur the
right te maintain “individual points of view” in
an organization that is going through a terrible
witch-hunt, in which “being seen with a faction-
alist” or “a conversatio'n that he had with %’ in
March of last year” is liable to be punished by
lmpnsonment expulsmn from the party, or loss
of your job.

‘What sort of gnarantee is this when you
consider the circular issued by the Comissio

Politica Proviséria de Luanda on July 21, 1977,

and signed by Mendes de Carvalhgs. It said: “We
recommend the removal from the Action Groups
and’ Action Committees of all the factionalists
and those who speak on their behalf, support
them, or identify with them.”



slogan. What marks the year is the major
defeat suffered by the working-class move-
ment as a result of the May 27 events [the
attempted coup by the Nito Alves wing of
the MPLAL
May 27 was the point at which the
revolutionary process began to be reversed.
It was the culmination of setbacks that
will be reviewed further on. What it repre-
sented was the laying of the foundations of
the bourgeois state that is now being built.
This defeat is all the more grave inasmuch
as the revolutionary crisis opened up in
Angola by the decolonization seemed
likely to offer .a better perspective for
_moving forwaid to socialism than any-
where else on the continent.

" The MPLA in the Anticolonial Struggle

The MPLA was the only liberation
‘movement in Angela that did not let itself
get entangled from the start in the web of
tribalism. It also benefited in the last
analysis from the inability of Portuguese
capitalism to shift over to neocolenial
solutions. The Portuguese capitalists could
not do that without running the risk of
losing out in competition with other impe-
rialist forces. :

The long and hard struggle that the
MPLA waged over a fourteen-year period
for the minimum aim of ending colonial
rule created the objective conditions for a
qualitative break (even if only a pragmatic
one) with the process of neocolonialization
that developed in the African countries
gaining their independence in the 1960s.

A number of factors came together that
led to a break with the traditional nation-
alist orientation and brought the MPLA
into a complex historical process of radi-
cal, revolutionary nationalism. It was ob-
liged by the intransigence of the colonial
power to arm the masses. It went through

the experience of training cadres and .

organizing and mobilizing the peasants in
the wvast areas of Moxico, Kuando-
Kubango, Uige, and Cabinda.

The MPLA was a pole of attraction for
the African siudent youth, some of whom
had spent time in Portugal and gotten
their first experience in party work in the
Portuguese CP. In a number of cases after
1965 these youth went through a political
apprenticeship in the semi-Maoist anti-
reformist splits that were influential in the
Portuguese student milieu at that time.

Anather factor was the MPLA's policy of
alliances. It was fraught with ambiguities
and limitations, to be sure. But in opposing
the imperialist bloc allied with Portugal, it
moved toward the Soviet bloc. The MPLA
also went through an initial experience of
organmizing a political struggle on a
continent-wide basis in the CONCP.?

9, The Conferéncia das Organizagies Naciona-
listas das Colénias Portuguesas (Conference of
Nationalist Organizations in the Portuguese

However, at no point did the MPLA take
the basic steps that would have assured a
de facto choice of an anticapitalist road. In
any case, the whole process during the
period of the anticolonial struggle had an
empirical .character and did not lead to
any programmatic conclusions. In fact, the
MPLA’s program {(divided into a maxi-
mum and a minimum like all stagist
programs) in nowise differed from those of
the traditional nationalist forces.

This program stresssed the character of
the organization as a national front. On
that basis, it called for “broad unity of all
political parties” and “every stratum of
Angolan society, all Angolans without
distinction asto political tendencies.” This
was the minimum part of the program.

The purpose of the front was to accomp-
lish the tasks of “national liberation” and
“gstablishing a republican and democratic
system based on total independence.” That
was the maximum- program.

All this was supposed to lead (without
any explanation of how) to “the sover-

_eignty of the people over the state” and the

transformation “of Angola into an eco-
nomically independent country:.”

During the entire period of the anti-
colonial struggie, the MPLA leaders in
their statements never departed from this
reformist program, which was reiterated
subsequent fo April 25. (See, for example,
the well-known interview with Liicio Lara
in Brazzaville and published in the colon-
ialist Luanda weekly Noticia.) The objec-
tive of their opportunist line was to make
sure that no social layer got “detached”
from the tasks of “national liberation.”

The conferences and accords of Nakuru,
Alvor, and Mombasa with the proimperial-
ist movements UNITA [National Union
for the Total Independence of Angola] and
the FNLA [Angolan National Liberation
Front] showed that the reference in the
MPLA’s program to “broad unity of all
political parties” was not just rhetoric.

On the other hand, the movement's
essentially pragmatic evolution itself set
limits on its development. Its activity and
experience in struggle were confined to
organizing masses of peasants, with whom
it maintained a relationship of paternal-

 ism and giving orders. This did not equip

it to take up on a theoretical and organiza-
tional level the problems arising from the
complexity of the social formation repre-
gented by the urban masses (who came
definitively to the forefront of the political
and social struggle after April 25). Nor did
it prepare the MPLA tfo dgal with the
problem of freeing the Angolan economy
from the domination of the capitalist world

Coalonies) included the PAIGC [African Party for
the Independence of Guinea-Bissau and Cape
Verde], Frelimo [Mozambique Liberation Front],
and the MPLA, and was established to develop a
common strategy for the struggle against Portu-
guese colonialism. '
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market, gince this could only be done by
anticapitalist means.

Throughout the history of the MPLA,
tendencies arose that challenged the lim-
itations of its program and activity, the
multiclass character of its political line,
and its exclusive concentration on the
tactic of guerrilla warfare in the “bush.”

Such tendencies wanted to provide an
alternative giving a socialist content to the
movement’s program. They stressed the
need for working with the proletarian
masses whose strength was steadily grow-

_ ing in the industrial suburbs of Luanda,

Nova Lishoa (now Huambo), and Lebito.
But these tendencies were viewed with the
greatest distrust by the central apparatus.

One example of such a tendency was the
few dozen vouths. who tried in 1968-69,
against the directives of the leadership in
Brazzaville, to organize nuclei of MPLA
sympathizers in Luanda. These groups
were broken up by the PIDE [the Portu-
guese political police]t in 1970, and their
members were sent to the cohcentration

camps of S3o Nicolau, in the south of

Angola, and Tarrafal. Out of this layer
came the “ideological nucleus” of the *Nit-
istas” [supporters of Nito Alves], that is,
Nado, Juca Valentim, and Zé Van Dinem,
who were later shot on the orders of the
MPLA leadership.

The organization was already highly
centralized. At the top, Agostinho Neto
seemed to hoid full personal power. But the
real leader was Licio Lara, the organizer
of thé movement. :

Whenever differences arose, they re-
sulted in expulsions and anathematization
of those involved as “counterrevolutionar-
ies” (e, Viriato da Cruz, the Active
Revolt group, Eastern Revolt). This is the
least of what happened. There were also
shootings, for example, the execution of
Comandante Paganini in the west in 1973.
He was accused of being an accomplice of
Chipenda.

All of this hardly prepared the MPLA,

4. Costa Andrade, a loyal retainer of Lara, a
poet and editor of the only Angolan daily, Jornal
de Angola, in a slander suited to the hysterical
tone of this paper, accused the Luanda group
after Nito Alves’s putsch of belonging to the
PIDE. The only evidence he offered was “the
strange coincidence that its appearance COin-
cided with the new Caetano policy. of ‘using the

methods of social psychology and infilirating the

liberation groups,’” which was tried in 1968-9.

1 would note that more than half the Angolan
government (to speak only of the government)
cannot be accused of being linked to this “infil-

tration” in the 1960s. The present ministers of -

Finance (Ismael Martins), Fisheries (Vitor de
Carvalho), Foreign Trade (Benvindo Pitra), So-
cial Affairs (Conceicfio Vahekeni), Public Works
{Resende de Oliveira), Health (Coelho da Cruz),
Justice (Diégenes Boavida), the Deputy Minister
of Internal Commerce (Maria Mambu Café) and
others waited until 1974 to join the MPLA and
become: anticoloniatists when colonialisre was
already breathing ite last.




bureaucratized as it was from the outset, {o
serve as a testing ground in which the
unavoidable differences over revolutionary
alternatives in .the postcolonial ~period
could be discussed out and resclved in
democratic, debate.
One of the reasons that the apparatus
~ was reticent about extending'the: struggle
beyond those areas close to the command
centers in Zambia (the east) and Congo-
Brazzaville (Cabinda) was the difficulty of
keeping the activity of the local units
under the control of the central leadérship.
it is no accident that, besides the
Luanda group mentioned earlier, vivtually
all the military chiefs of the only guerrilla
pocket not in direct contact with the Steer-
ing Committee, that is, the First Military
Region (Dembos and Ulge) came histori-
cally to form factions. This includes Van
Troi, Sihanouk, Bakaloff, Nito Alves, Mon-
stro Imortal, and Ho Chi-Minh, along
with others. All were arrested and shot
following May 27.

Angola—An Economically Deformed
and Dependent Country

Such limitations on the internal life of
the MPLA blocked .a dialectical reselution
of the- differences that had historically
arisen within it. Thé leadership preferred
to settle the differences by expeditious
administrative methods. This indicated
that the MPLA would not be able to
emerge as a coherent revolutionary lead-
ing force in solving the coming socialist
tasks, : .
Programmatically disarmed and with its

2. With the exeeption of Kiluange, a member of
the Central Committee and secretary of state fbr
veterans, who is today the on}y comma.r.ider from
the First Military Region who has not been shot.

6. The last four were members of the Central
Committee of the MPLA. Monstro Imortal and
Nito Alves were also.members of the Political
Bureau. i '

military experience confined to areas of
small agricultural production, the MPLA
did not seem to be the revolutionary driv-
ing force that could give impetus to a

~ process of the struggle growing over into a
-struggle for socialism. However, only such

a qualitative leap in accomplishing the
tasks of the revolution would have made it
possible to free Angola from its economic
subordination to -the capitalist world
market. )

Deformed by colonial and imperialist
exploitation, the Angolan economic struc-
ture before independence was oriented
exclusively toward thé production of raw
materials to meet the needs of the imperial-

ist market and the ruling colonial power.
- (More than 90% of Angolan expo'rtg_were

unrefined raw materiais.)
Angola’s oll, diamonds, and iron were
controlled by mon:-Portuguese imperialist

capital. Cabinda Gulf Oil, dominated by -
_American capital, pumped the oil from the

continental shelf off Cabinda. Diamang,
representing English capitalists and South
African capitalists such as Oppenheimer,
mined. the diamonds in' Lunda. The.iron
ore in Cassinga ‘was exploited by the
German capitalists of the Krupp combine.

- The bulk’ of Angola’s foreign currency
. came from these operations. .
"+ Coffee, sigal, cotton, and other export
- crops were under the control of Portuguese

capital, sometimes in association with that-
“of other countries. (Cotonang, a cotton

export combine, was owned by Portuguese

.and Belgian capital; the French. -bank
- Mallot et Cie had a share in- CADA, which

controlled 80% of the coffee crop.)
" On the other hand,. after the first surge
of nationalist guerrillasactivity in the mid-

1960s, "Angola became a field for massive

investments of imperialist capital, which
came in to establish processing industries
(textiles; petroleum refining, fish products,
beverages, cement, and 80 on).” These
industries were- based - on a transfer of

capitalist technology and an unrestrained
exploitation of cheap labor.

This push to exploit cheap labor had a
crucial politicai and social impact in that
it led to the growth of the rural proletariat
on: the coffee and cotton plantations (in
Uige, Kwanza Sul, and Malange) and on
the sugar plantations (Tentativa-Caxito
and Cassequel-Catumbela). Masses of peo-
ple swarmed into the muceques {shanty-
towns] of Luanda, Lobito, and Nova Lis-
boa. They became proletarianized in the
emerging industrial belts of these cities,

The transportation network is alsc an
important example of an economy shaped
by imperialist- domination. _

The three main rail lines and the three
main ports are essentially conduits for
taking out imperialist plunder.

" The Benguela railroad carries copper
from Zambia and Katanga to be exported
out of the port of Lobito. This line is owned
by Tanganyika Conecessions, in which
most of the stock is held by the South

" African Oppenhséimer group.

The Mogamedes railroad carries iron
and manganese from Cassinga to be ex-

ported out of the port of Saco (Mocamedes).

The Malange railroad carries export

crops (cotton, sisal), which are shipped out

through the port of Luanda.

In a hot, tropical country, there is virtu-
ally no refrigeration network on the na-
tional -level for distributing and storing
perishables (fish, fruit, vegetables). The
main center of the figshing industry, Moca-

. 'medes, has one of the biggest refrigeration

7. In 1965, the Salazar government - adopted a
law permitting the formation of companies in
which thg.majori_ty of the stock was held by
foreigners {non-Portuguese). The interests, divi-
dends, and profits deriving from. such invest-
ments were to be freely tranaferrable outside the
country. - . ’
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-complexes on the continent (ARAN), but it -

is exclusively for the export trade.
) As a findl indication of the nature of this
‘economy, let us look at the Cunene project
i the far south of Angola. Work on this
hydroelectric complex (twenty-seven dams
and electricity generating plants) began in.
the last years of colonial rule. The total
South African and Portuguese investment
in this project was 17.5 billion escudos
[approximately US$700 million at the
time], higher than the investment in the
Cabora-Bassa dam in Mozambique. The
electricity to be produced was intended for
the industries in South Africa and Nami-
bia.

These structural conditions of a depend-
ent economy are compounded by the objec-
tive weight of Angola’s underdevelopment.
‘The country has a backward social struc-
ture and virtually no professionals or
technicians. Thus, the departure of the
Portuguese technicians and the sabotage
of the economy by the colonial bourgeoisie

beginning in the period immediately prior .

to independence had catastrophic conse-
quences for the organization of industrial
- and agricultural production and the flow
of supplies of raw matenals and consumer
goods.

The MPLA's Limited Economic Solutions

In face of this pernicious colonial legacy,
the. MPLA’s economic plan, it scon became
clear, was to give priority to building a
strong state sector. It did not involve a
determined attack on the ties binding the
country to the imperialist market.

Law No. 3/76 (March 1976) regulating
nationalizations and confiscations speci-
fied that, besides “abandoned businesses,”
the concerns subject to nationalization
would be those “whose remaining in the
private sector is contrary to the national
interest.” As the second deputy premier
and director of planning, Dilolwa, ex-

" plained to the weekly Planificacdio in Jan-
uary 1977 in Luanda, the extension of
nationalizations of, and state interven-
tions in, agriculiural and industrial enter-
prises was “owing fundamentally to their
abandonment by their owners.”

Once again, things were decided on an
empirical basis.

The sectors of the economy bound up
with the colonial bourgeoisie, specifically
the export crops {coffee, sisal, and cotton),

8. Taking into consideration the demagraphic
structure of the work force in traditional agricul-
ture and the prevailing wage levels, we can
estimate, on the basis of the Gross National

" Product, which was 32.7 billion escudos in 1972,
that 90% of the population (all but a tiny part of
the Black population) had a per capita income of
2,200 escudos per year [about US$81 at the time].
The remaining 10% (including virtually all the
white population) had a per capita income of
35,200 escudos [about US$1,300], or sixteen times
what the others had.
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9, However, petty-bourgeois hesitation is prover-
bial. It is symptomatic that in an almost entirely
nationalized branch such as fisheries, the major
processing company, the Mampeza cannery in

Benguela, is American owned and has not been .

nationalized. This goes for the only company in

" the second biggest processing industry (after

breweries, which are the biggest), the cement
company SECIL, which is Danish owned and is
still in the private sector, although this factery’s
operations are certainly unportant to the “na-
tional interest.”

10. However, Tanganyika Concessions, the main
stockholder in the Benguela raiiroad, owes the
Angolan government 1.5 billion kwanzas [ap-
proximately US$38 miliion].
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One factor was the economic objectives
of the government. Control of the sector
oriented to the internal market is the key
to building state capitalism, through
which the MPLA wants to establish its
economic ~credibility. Another facior was
the abandonment of these installations by
their - owners. Finally, the express will of
the workers played a role.

Those sectors of the economy linked to

. non-Portuguese imperizalist capital, which,

as we have seen, are the main sources of
foreign currency, remain in private hands,
although the terms of the contracts are
subject to revision, This goes for Cabinda
Gulf 0i], the Benguela railroad,'” and the
Cassinga mines. The mines are either
paralyzed or the state has assumed the
predominant voice in supervising them, as
it did recently in the case of the Diamang
holdings (where it assumed a 61% interest).

The government has decided to national-
ize the industrial sector of processing
(which although it was expanding in the
final years of colonial rule remains tiny in
the context of an underdeveloped econ-
omy). Also to be natmnahzed are the
export crops.

A project has been undertaken to orga-
nize the peasants in cooperatives to pro-
duce consumer goods for the internal
market (with extremely inadequate results
up to now). For example, vegetables and
fresh foods continue to be supplied to
Luanda, badly, by small private concerns.

Another government aim is to-establish
control over foreign trade. In this respect,
it wants to centralize the export business
under state control. A state company,

"IMPORTANG, is to control imports. “Max-

imum” levels of imports are to be set for
private concerns.

The government also wants to establu:h
control over internal trade. This involves
getting up state companies for wholesale
trade on the national and provincial levels.
A state company, EDINBA, is to handle
interprovince distribution of food products.
Another state company, EDINBI, is to
handle interprovince distribution of indus-
trial products. ‘

Transport is also to come under govern-
ment control. This involves setting up a
national airline, TAAG; a merchant ma-
rine fleet; a national rail company, ETF;
and a maintenance system, MANAUTOS,
State concerns are also to be set up to
provide essential services, such as hospi-
tals, general medical care, education, and
S0 on.

These measures are not sufficient to
create the objective conditions for a social-
ist transformation of the society when, as
in the case of Angola, the imperialists
remain ensconced in the basic sectors of
the economy. '

Furthermore, similar, and in some in-
stances more drastic, measures have al-
ready been carried out in other countries,
such as Algeria and Libya. And they have
not freed those couniries from 1mperlahst
economic domination. '



However, the fundamental reason that
these nationalization measures amounted
to no more than “quantitative advances”
was that the working masses played no
role in controlling the productive process.
The role of the masses has 'to be analyzed
in its development subsequent to April 25.

~The Angolan Masses in the
Anticapitalist Struggle

The analysis of the MPLA in the period
of the anticolonial struggle that has been
made above essentially also fits Frelimo
and the PAIGC.

However, the development of the situa-
tion in Angola after April 25 was markedly
different than in the other main Portu-
guese colonies. This meant that the prag-
matic petty-bourgeois leaderships had to
strive in different ways to achieve the
same objective, one that was accomplished
belatedly in Angola—the building of a
bourgeois state.

After April 25, the PAIGC and Frelimo
geared themselves up to take over the state
apparatus they inherited from the colonial
regime. They took advantage of the cen-
tralized system and accentuated it by
establishing a one-party state. Since they
moenopolized the nationalist field (their
only competitors being discredited ele-
ments such as Joanna Simedo or FLING
[Struggle Front for the National Indepen-
dence of Guinea-Bissau]) and the imperial-
ists were relatively resigned to their taking
power,'! they did not need to resort to

1l. The September 7, 1974, putsch, with the
accupation of Radio Clube de Mocambique, was
a last desperate act by the ultracolonialists and
coutd only be abortive

It should be noted that Frelimo appealed not to
the African masses to crush the colonialist
putsch but to the Portuguese armed forces, based
on the Portuguese-Mozambican accords signed
in Lusaka.

12. They did more than make appeals. The first
armed units of Frelimo that entered Maputo
went in expressly to control any outbreaks by the
African masses as the coionialist repressive
mechanisms were break'mg down. This was
before the first transitional government headed
by Chissano.

13. Held in September 1974 at the.call of the
leading ‘apparatus. It coordinated MPLA acti-
vists coming from the “underground” inside the
country and outside (mainky Portugal). It was
held in Lundoje (Moxico} on the western front.

14. Pepetela, deputy minister of education and. &
member of the Lara faction, wrote in his short

. Story “A vibora de cabeca ao cuntrdrio,” written
in the_fnrm of a fable, that Nito's “confused and
ultraleftist” speech made him a dangercus alter-
native to the leadership. But he adds cynically
that Nito was a necessary evil at that time and
for a while longer. Nito was to be gotten rid of as
500N as possible.

mobilizing the masses. They were able
from the start to adopt the language of
“statesmen,” calling for “order and pro-
ductivity.”12

The MPLA was in a. dxfferent situation.
April 25 found it in a full-blown internal
crisis that affected both its politieal and
military structures. Two dissident groups,
Active Revolt and Eastern Revolt, were
challenging Neto- and Lara for power.
They had paralyzed an apparatus that
was used to functioning in monolithic way.

Only the suppott of the numerous
Luanda group at the Interregional Confer-
ence'® enabled the Neto leadership to sur-
vive, It had already béen prepared  to
accept a triumvirate with Chipenda and J.
Pinto de Andrade.

The decisive speech was given by the
leader of the Luanda group, Nito Alves, a
guerrilla fighter in the First Military-
Political Region, an unkn.own figure to the
apparatus.'* His followers represented a
capital city convulsed by agitation and
mobilizations unequaled anywhere else in
the country.

In return for this support, the Neto-Lara
group was obliged tc accept seven
members on the Central Committee from
the First Region and Luanda. At the same
time, 1t had to bring Monstro Imortal and
Nito Alves (who was co-opted shortly after
the conference) into the Political Bureau.

But it was only because of these internal
difficulties that the MPLA leadership
made such concessions to a faction that,
according to the “Report of the Political
Committee on the May 27 Attempted Coup
d’Etat,” had already shown signs of
“strange affinities . . . which were charac-
terized by factional political activity that

Prt;sment Neto and
Mobutu emb_race

"was in fact outside the structure of the

MPLA, although they maintained the
cover of the organization.”

The first signs of crisis in the colonia]
repressi've apparatus (appearing most not-
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ably in the DGS [the military political
police] and the Portuguese armed forces)
following the fall of Caetano were to lead
to a breakdown of the status guo that had
been maintained by terror in the cities.
We saw this process in particuiar in
Luanda. A breach was opened up through
which the masses could emerge forcefully
on the political scene.

The first mobilizations were for self-
defense, and were carried out in the
mugeques in response to- the attacks of
racist settlers and ultrarightists. The mas-
sacres conducted by these elements, espe-
cially in July and August 1974, led in
Luanda to the appearance of embryonic
forms of self-organization in the hardest.
hit mugeques {Cazenga, Prenda, Golfe),
This process later spread to the entire belt
around the white city.

With the encouragement of an active
semiclandestine press—Revolucdo - Popu-
lar, organ of the Comités Amilcar Cabral
(CACs);'» and Luta do Pouvo, organ of the

' Comités Henda's—the first Neighborhood

15. These were formed by Angolan students with
experience in the “Marxist-Leninist” groups that
gave origin to the Portuguese UDP [Unido Demo-
cratico do Pove—People’s Demoeratic Union, an
eclectic Maoist organization]. In the beginning,
they claimed to adhere to the MPLA, but in 1975
they followed the official Chinese line closely,
demanding that the aceords between the “three
libetation movements, the FNLA, MPLA, and
UNITA"” be respected.

Very infivential in the Neighborkood People’s
Committees in Latanda, the CACs argued that
these bodies should be “nonparty,” a line that
came into conflict with the MPLA’s policy of
controlling these mass organizations. They pub-
lished Revolucdo Popular and a supplement for
workers called Libertagio Nacional (which was a
factory paper). They had an influence over the
Coordinating Committee of the Neighborhood
Peoplé’s Commlttees and its paper Poper Popu-
lar.

The CACs were suppressed by the MPLA
shortly before independence. The MPLA took
advantage of their criminal campaign against

" “social imperialist’” military aid to Angola, at a

time when the county was being invaded by
South Africa and regular troops of the Mobutu
regime. Their leading activists were jailed in Sao
Paulo prison in Luanda and their organization
was broken up. Some of their activists formed
the Organizacde Comunista Angolana (OCA—
Angolan Communist Organization) in Portugal,
where they have the backing of the UDP,

16. The Comités Henda are semi-Maoist in ori-
gin. Some of their leaders were activists in the
MRPP [Movimento Reorganizativo do Partido do
Proletariado—Movement to Reorganize the
Proletarian Party, an ultraleft sectarian Maoist
group in Portugal]. They were so-called “pas-
sives” because being foreigners in Portugal
supposedly prevented them from interfering in
the “internal life of another country.” This group
always claimed adherence to the MPLA, and its
tactic for intervening was based on attempts to
influence factions in the apparatus of the move
ment. Initially, they gained influence over Nit-
ista leaders (Bakaloff, Nito Alves, Zé Van Di-
nem, Nado}. But they lost zll this influence to the

i
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Peopie’s Commissions began to form. Be

ginning in late 1974, they started pushing
the theme of “people’s power.” They called
for the following:

Formatmn of armed militias to resist the racist -

violence, supervision of the prices of merchants,
organization of consumer cooperatives and

_teams to take care of sanitation, hygiene, and
health. [Interview with the Prenda Neighbor-
hood People’'s Commission, in the January 1,
1975, issue of the magazine Angola, published by
the Liga Nacional Africana.!?)

On October 16, 1974, the city hall of
Luanda was occupied by demonstrators
from the mugeques led by the Golfe neigh-
borhood militia. On February 1, 1975, the
- First People’s Assembly of Luanda met.

This-was the culmination of the “week of
- people’s power,” which was denounced by
UNITA and the FNLA and supported,
after some hesitation, by the MPLA leader-
ship. The following motion was adopted:

The People’s Assembly of Luanda is the high. .

est decision-making body of the Angolan people.
The coordinating body of the Neighborhood
- Commissions is encharged with implementing
the decisions of the assembly and the representa-
.tives of the people of Luanda. The members of
the coordinating body of the Neighborhood Peo-
ple’s Commissions will be elected by the people
in Neighborhood People’s Assemblies, and only
the people can remove them from office.

Along with this, hundreds of strikes
developed in the two most important in-
dustrial areas (Cacuaco-Luanda-Viana
and Lobito-Benguela). There were strikes
by the dock workers in Luanda and Lobito,
by the railway workers in Benguela, by the
steelworkers in Luanda, by the Shell Qil
workers, in the sugar mills in Tentativa
‘and Cassequel, by the Textang (textiles)
workers, by the fishermen in Luanda and
Benguela, and by other groupe of workers.

The first attempts were made to get work
- going again in the factories that had been
abandoned by their owners.

The colonial structure, ridden with sharp
contradictions, could not hold up under the
pressure exerted by a working class that
was learning that it could make demands.

Portuguese Communist Party group (Cxta Vales,
Rui Coelhg).

The “Hendas” (as they are known) have
gained positions on the intermediary rungs of
the state apparatus and are today close to the
Lopo do Nascimento faction, for which they
provide an “anti-Cuban” ideological cover.

17. This is an Angolan cultural association, a
traditional meeting ground for nationalist intel-
lectuals. Among those who were active in it were
the intellectuals of the “Vamos Conhecer An-
gola” [Let's Learn to Know Angola] movement
{1949), which was a school for national leaders
such as Viriato da Crug, Mério de Andrade,
Agostinho Neto, and others. Dunng the last
colonial war (1961-74), its activities were kept
under strict surveillance by the PIDE. After
April 25, its leaders were pro-MPLA.

Against the background of. this social
agitation, the political situation wasg shar-
pening.

- In the initial period after April 25, the
Portuguese followed an openly neo-
colonialist policy. This phase was marked
by the meetings between  Spinocla and
Mobutu on the island of Sal in September
1974 and between Madrio Soares, Mobutu,
Chipenda, and [FNLA leader] Holden Ro-
berto in Kinshasa. At the time, Soares,

‘then Portuguese minister for foreign af-

fairs, declared: “We all speak the same
language

This phase was followed by the slippery
policy of the Vasco Gongalves government,
which said that it regarded the decoloniza-
tion process in Angola as “special and
different,” different that is from what was
planned for Mozambique and Guinea-
Bissau and Cape Verde, It stated its posi-

~ tion in a communiqué dated August 8,

1974, and this position was reiterated by
the Portuguese government after the ous-
ter of General Spinola. The communigué
said:

Once a ceasefire agreement is achieved; the
Portuguese government will immediately estab-
lish a provisional government in which repre-
sentatives of all the liberation groups will be
inciuded, along with representatives of the most
important ethnic groups in the Angolan state,
which will obviously include the white ethnic
group.

Parallel to these last maneuvers hy the
Portuguese neocolonialists, the American
imperialists reactivated the FNLA and
UNITA puppet groups. Thus, in the post-
April 25 period, the MPLA, unlike the

PAIGC and Frelimo, would have to fight

in the arena of mass struggle in order to
win political power.

At this time, any observer following the
Angolan situation with any degree of
attentiveness would have noticed that the
axis of the struggle was in Luanda. .

The decision by Neto and Lara to allow
the group led by Nito Alves and Zé Van
Dinem to participate in the leadership was
an attempt to reestablish ties between the
MPLA and the urban masses, links that
had been ieglected for many years as a
result of a shortsighted policy.

In fact, the first MPLA activists to enter
the capital came from the First Political-
Military Region (Nito Alves began work-
ing clandestinely there in Jahuary 1974)
and from among the Luandan political
prisoners released from the S#o Nicolau
prison camp (the Zé Van Diinem group).1®

It was these elements, along with the
semi-Maoist Comités Amilcar Cabral and
the Comités Henda (with which they
worked closely), that led the mobilizations

18. The first official delegation of the MPLA, led

by Political Bureau members Licic Lara and
Onambwe, reached Luanda only on November 8,
1974,

‘zo‘i

of the Luandan workers in the factories, in
the muceques, and even in the colonial
army. In July they directed an uprising of
Angolan soldiers in the Portuguese armed
forces, who demanded the right to defend
the muceques from the racist attacks.

One of the factors that helped to radical-
ize the process was the presence in Luanda
of armed delegations from the UNITA and
FNLA, and their collusion respectively
with the most reactionary colonial forces
and with Mobutu. This provided a clear
example of neoclonialism for the Angolan
masses. ) )

Unfortunately, in the name of “national
unity,” the CACs and the Comités Henda
held back from attacking the neocolonial-
ist organizations. This kept the MPLA
from being pressed to give a political
character to its differences with the puppet
organizations. It made it possible for the
MPLA te become entangled in a policy of
maneuvering to achieve a favorable bal-
ance of forces.

Begmmng in January 1975, the MPLA

_sat in the Provisional Government along-

side the puppets, without anyone demand-
ing an accounting. At the same time,
through the Nitista faction, it was able if
not to control the mass movement, at least
to exercise an influence in it.

While the MPLA was officially signing
joint communiqués with the FNLA and
UNITA, its governmental partners, it was
obliged in its press to adapt to the mass
radicalization.

Thus, in August 1975, the magazine
Angola, published by the pro-MPLA Liga
Nacional Africana, could run long articles
opposing the “national reconstruction”
policy of the “reactionary majority” gov-
ernment (in which the MPLA participated).

UNTA,* the pro-MPLA union confedera-
tion, waged a campaign against the “plac-
ing of the dock workers under military
discipline,” a measure decreed by the Pro-
visional Government in which the MPLA’
sat. It demanded “the immediate recogni-
tion of the Neighborhood Committees and

" all the organs of People’s Power.”

It called on the people to demonstrate

outside the government palace to demand
“recognition of the resolutions of the First
‘People’s Assembly of Luanda.” Its Execu-
tive Committee raized “a’ strong protest
against the transitional government’s call
for .2 suspension of strikes” (A4 Voz dos
Trabalhadores, ceniral organ of the
UNTA, March 1975). .
* The very official organ of the MPLA,
Vitoria é Certa, ran a big headline in its
May 24, 1975, issue proclaiming an “ultra-
left” nostrum: -“Production Cannot Be
Increased Until Exploitation Is Ended.”
The article supported the strike at Tex-
tang.

19, Unido Nacional dos Trabalhadores de An-
gola (National Union of Angolan Workers).




The positions expressed by the MPLA
press were symptomatic of two important
factors operating in the Angolan situa-
tion at the time—the radicalization of the
workers and the sensitivity of the appara-
tus to its pressures.

It was this sensitivity, reinforced by the
organic link it had with the masses
through the Nitistas, that made it possible
for the MPLA to achieve its objective of
controlling the mass movement.

Moreover, the concessions made at the
Interregional Cenference, the sharing of
the leadership with the Nitista group,
began to bear fruit. The “Political Bureau
Report on the May 27 Attempted Coup
d’Etat” explains explicitly:

At first the Nito Alves and Zé& Van Dunem
group mingied in with other factionalist groups
(such as the Comités Amilcar Cabral, the Com-
ités Henda, and others), using these groups as a
springboard. Then, after they had helped the

- MPLA leadership to neutralize their rival fac-
tionalists, the Nito Alves and Zé Van Diinem

group emerged with a greater predominance.

pressed the “nltraleftist” organizations in
an attempt to gain complete control of the
mass movement. )

The main target of this repression was
the Comités Amilcar Cabral. This was for
two reasons. One was the prohlem repre-
sented by their strength in the Neighbor-
hood People’s Commissions. The other was
that their own irresponsible policy gave
their repressers é pretext for going after
them. ]

“Bince the Comités Amilcar Cabral were
more right-wing than the MPLA leader-
ship as regardb the concessions they
wanted to make to the puppei groups, it
was easy to slander them as allies of the
FNLA and UNITA, © -

Moreover, thé hue and cry.these groups

‘raised about “social imperialist” - arms

being sent to the MPLA could scarcely be
understood by a population that recog-
nized the need  to' drive out the heavily
armed forces of the ELNA, the FNLA's
army; and the FALA, the UNITA's army:
as well as thelr Zainan and Scuth African
allies.

It was by taking advantage of such
errors that the Nitista group was able,
following the Second Week of Propaganda
for People’s Power in Luanda in August -
1975, to win the predominant influence in

the Neighborhood People’s Commissions
away from the CACs. And as a result it
was able to use these commissions as
transmission belts for the slogans and
directives of the MPLA. )

The transformation of the civil war into
a war of resistance to the invasion by the
regular troops of the Mebutu regime and of
South Africa enabled the MPLA to speed
up the process of converting the Neighbor-
hood People’s Commissions into its instru-
ments.

In October 1975, the delegates to the
First Conference of UNTA learned to their
indignation, from an addendum printed by
mistake, that the statutes they had just
adopted and the National Secretariat they
had just put in office had been decided on
previously by the Political Bureau of the

Thus, using the Nitista faction, which at
this point was already under the influence
of the Cita Vales-Rui Coelho group linked

to the Portuguese CP,* the MPLA sup

20. After May 27, the Portuguese CP made
various attempts to wriggle out of such com-
promising ties.

Rui Coelho, a member of Nito Alves’s. staff
when Alves was minister of the interior, said in

the “public confession” he was forced to make
over Angolan TV that when he was in Portugal
he was a member of the CP. In its transcription
of this confession, O Didrio [an unofficial CP
paper] made a typographical error. It wrote that
he said he was a member of the Portuguese CP

FAPLA troops in action in Luanda during the civil war

{M-L). Obvicusly this “type” fooled neit
Angolans who read. O Didrio {the only Portu-
guese paper sold in Angola} nor the students at
the law school of the University of Lishon, who
remen‘iber him as one of the most active
members of the Union of Communist Students
[the CP student organization].

The book A crise do apartheid em Africa by
Edgar Vales, which was published by Seara
Nova before May 27 was taken off the market
after May 27 because the author made the “gravé
political error” of being Cita Vales’s brother. Our
local Stalinist censors thus went back to the old
tradition of their current, directing repression
against people just because of their family con-

2t

" Covering up its relatmnshlp with a person whu
was the beat-known leader of the Union of
Communist ‘Students, Cita Vales, was more
difficult for the CP, but & lack of persistence is
not a fault that we can attribute to the leadership
of this party. This persistence, along with a lack
of any shame, was shown in the circulating of a
version that Cita had left the CP earlier. If she
had left, it would have involved a split {(although
no one has heard of any such thing), since she
had dozens of associates who were known to be
CP members and were expelled, imprisoned, or
shot after May 27 {(e.g., Rui Coetho, Nuno Si-
moes, Bdgar Vales, Manuel Vidigal, to mention
just a few). If Cita Vales had left, it would not
have been because of any grave fault or betrayal
on her part (because if that were so, the CP
should have denounced her then). This means
that whatever the relationship is between the CP
and Cita Vales, the party should not have
abandoned her to a repression that accorded her
no legal or human rights.



" MPLA. Later the bureaumcratic hacks ex-
plained that this had been done because of
the “imperative national needs” created by

- the South African invasion.

" Following independence (which came on
‘November. 11), the MPLA leadership and
‘the government of the new People’s Repub-

. ‘lic raised the slogan: “The Way to Fight

Back Is to0 Produce.” And they tried to put
this slogan across in the factories and in
all places of production.

- On December 15, Law No. 11/75 on

“Discipline in the Productive Process” was

- approved. Taking the pretext of “the war
“that has been forced on us by the enemies
of the Angolan people,” this act estab-
lished penalties for a series of “crimes
against production.” These included “lack
of punctuality and diligence,” “strikes
unauthorized by the unions,” and so forth.
Article No. 18 {Part III) of the new law
made the union shop committees into
repressive instruments: '

Members of union committees and union locals

. that fail to report to the Ministry of Labor

such ¢rimes against production will be tried and
sentenced as accomplices.

In the same way, the MPLA sought to
take control-of the Neighborhood People’s
Commissions, On February 5, 1976, the
government adopted the ironically named
“People’s Power Law.” In Section 3, Arti-
cle 44, this act states:

"Nominations for membership in the grassroots
people's eommissions .can be made only by (a}
the MPLA Action Committees, (b) UNTA, (c)the
MPLA Youth, (d) the Angolan Women’s Organi-
zation.

Its prestige shored up by the expulsion of
the South Africans and the Zairians from
the country, the MPLA leadership moved
to channel all the adminstrative life of the
country through its structures. The main
role was played specifically by the follow-
‘ing institutions:

1. The steering committees and political
commissariats, which are the highest

party and state bodies on the provincial

level.

2. The FAPLA. The armed forces went
through a long process of reorganization
in which a hierarchy was built .up. This
was not easy, since there was resistance
from the young political-military commis-
sars in particular.

3. The DISA, the political police.

Arming of the masses was dropped. The
distribution of arms outside the regular
armed forces was turned over to paramili-
tary structures of the party, the Organi-
zagiio da Defesa Popular (ODP—People’s
Defense. Organization). These units play
an impertant role only in those rural areas
not yet under government control. For
example, it is the ODP that organizes the
guimbos, or villages, in Bié and Huambo
where UNITA has lost its influence or not
yet gained any. o

In addition to launching the campaign
around the siogan “The Way to Fight Back

Is to Produce” and adopting the law on
“Discipline in the Productive Process,” the
government has appointed state/party
administrative commissions with full exec-

- utive powers to run the state enterprises

and those companies that have been put
under state supervision.

It is the central bodies that set the short-
_term norms of emulation and annual pro-
duction quotas. This is done through the
ministry planning boards, under the coor-

- dination of the National Planning Com-

mission. They are assisted by the section

leaderships and the UNTA, which plays a

role in emulation plans. All of this is done

in a bureaucratic way. Those who actually

do the work of production, the workers, are’
not called upon to participate in deciding
what is to be done or in supervising the

execution of the tasks.

The final thing that the MPLA had to do
to accomplish its “normalization” opera-
tion was to “clean out its own house.”

A number of factors had prepared the
way for the Neto-Lara leadership to under-
take this job. Its prestige had been given a

boost by the expulsion of the invaders. It

had already taken the basic steps to take
control of the mass movement, which was
now channelled through its transmission-
belt structures—the UNTA, ODP, MPLA
Youth, the Angolan Women’s Organiza-
tion, and others. Moreover, it had the
political, military, and ideological support
of the Cubans. The Neto-Lara leadership
knew that they had to get rid of the “thorn
in their flesh” represented by the Nitistas.

In the first place, the Nitistas had politi-
cal ambitions of their.own. They- were
trying to become an alternative to the
leading faction, and to this end they had
occupied powerful positions in the party
and siate apparatus (especially in the
FAPLA and DISA).

Secondly, the Nitistas’ strategy involved
mobilization and opposition, and it was
attracting the more radical elements.
These included the Luanda dock workers;
the people in certain mugegues with a
tradition of struggle, such as Sambizanga

and Rangel: and in particular the most -
. combative elements in the FAPLA, specifi-

cally the political commissars.

These more radical elements were struck
by the conirast between the beginning
signs of corruption and careerism among

- the “political personal” and the day-to-day

difficulties in the neighborhoods and on
the battlefronts.

While the news media that the Nltlstas_

controlled—the daily Didrio de Luanda
and the radio programs ‘“Kudibanguela”
and “People in Arms”—hailed Nito Alves
as an “outstanding political figure, philo-

21. David Aires Machado, who used the pseudo-
nym Minerva, minister of iniernal commerce,
and therefore responsible for organizing the
supply of consumer goods, is the only well-
known Nitista in a high governmental position
who escaped the October 1976 purge. I do not
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sopher, fighter, and poet,” they also made
just criticisms of the social situation. At
this time, people could see disorganization,
scarcity, and hunger (no mere literary -
expression in 1976 and 1977) going hand
in hand with the appearance of a succes-
sion of Alfa Romeos, Volvos, and Mercedes
at the homes.of the new ministers and
their respective consorts.

Following the Third Plenum of the Cen-
tral Committee in October 1976, the Nitis-
tas began to be removed officially from
their ministerial and party posts.2! This
culminated on May 20, 1977, with the
expulsion of Nito Alves and Zé Van Di-
nem from the Central Committee in a
maneuver whose most immediate aim was
to prevent them from taking part in the
Congress. '

The Nitistas were forced into clandestine
activity. And they proved unable to re-
spond to these conditions in any other way
than by adopting a putschist.course. This
is despite the fact that throughout May
they were gaining support in a number of
neighborhoods  (Sambizanga, Rangel,
Prenda, Nelito Soares} and in units of the
FAPLA (the Ninth Armored Brigade, the
Military Police, and the Women’s Detach-
ment).

Although it originated in an intra-
bureaucratic faction fight, May 27 had
tragic consequences in that it provided a
pretext for unleashing repression against
the most radical sections of the working
people and the activists in the neighbor- -
hoods, the factories, and in the FAPLA. A
particularly disastrous consequence of the
May 27 events was thai an atmosphere of
terror?? was created that discouraged the
masses from trying to engage in any
activity outside the channels estabhshed
by the MPLA,

The MPLA did not miss its chance to
inflict a defeat on the workers that could
gerve as an effective warhing. As a result,
strike attempts since May 27 have been
easily demobilized. An example of this is
what happened at the Siga bag factory in
Luanda. Third Deputy Premier Loy inter-
vened right in the middle of a workers
assembly. All he had to do was allude to
connections between the strike and “fac-
tional activities.” An implicit threat was
left hanging. )

want to speculate about conspiracies, but this
omission in the purge was a boon to the cam-
paign against “Nitista sabotage” that aided in
the repressive crackdown after May 27.

22, These are just a few cases of the hundreds of
assassinations carried out by the MPLA leader-
ship.

In Ngunza, the capital of Kwanza Sul, where
the provmc:ai commissar was a Nitista, on the
night of August 6 some 204 alleged “factional-
ists” were shot down.

In Luena, the capital of Moxico, in the days
immediately following the putsch in Luanda, all
the political commissars of the FAPLA were
assassinaied on the orders of Central Committee
member Sapilinia.



The wave of représsion aiso struck the
UNTA. Its former general secretary,. Aris-
tides Van Dinem, was reportedly likely to
be condemned to death. On’ the pretext
that they had been “infiltrated by the
Nitistas,” all the union commissions were
suspended, awaiting the outcome of an
inquiry. '

Only by relearning clandestine methods
of organization, oppaosition, and struggle;
only by regaining their confidence through

small victories; only if the coming van-

guards learn the political lessons of this
setback, will the Angolan working masses
e able to shake off the feeling of defeat.

The Role of the _Qubans

In the: cohstruction of a state apparatus
and in ‘mormalizing” administrative life
and the functioning of various social and
economic. stiuctures, the support of the
Cubans " has played’ ‘an essential role
throughout'the Angolan process. '

The Cuban intervention -on the:side of
the MPLA after the South African and
Zairian invasions'was =ambiguous' and con-
tradictory. e L :

We should consider important by itself
such a decision by a deformed workers
state, by its wvoluntary and conscious dis-
ruption of the international status quo,
without its borders or national interest
being in danger. We know that this could
only be done by a leadership such as the
Castroist one. )

In the most important stages .of its
historical development, the Castro leader-
ship was built despite the Soviet aims or

even in direct contradictien to them. Its

links with the-masses, liké those of the
Vietnamese, cannot be compared to the
situation in’ other workers states.
However, we think that the well-known
analysis, which was made’explicity by the
Colombian writer Gabriel'Garcia Marquez
in- his article “Operation. Carlota”. (pub-
lished in the Jornal do Angole) is not
correct in stating.that the Cuban decision

was made in a sovereign way and that the

Soviets were presented with an accomp-
lished fact®s .. .

The Cuban intervention did break the
limiting and ideologically dangerous
framework | of *African: schidarity” and

“pan-Africanism” so much in vogue in the -

MPLA’s propaganda. It forced the MPLA
to' recognize a higher and clearer form of
anti-imperialism. However, the role that
the Cubans :played.subseguently .demon-
stiated that their involvement was essen-
‘tially within the context of the general

23 Garcia Marquez wrote: “The Cuban CP lead-

- ership had*only twenty-four Hours 6 ‘decide. Tt

; * did; so unhesitatingly in a long and calm meeting
- on"November 5, Contrary to what has been said

o oniseveral oecasions, this was an independent

;. 'and sovereign decision by Cuba. Only after the

.. decision  was made, and not before, was the

- Soviet: Unjon informed.”

Soviet strategy.

The Cubans were more perceptive and
subtle in their understanding of the geopol-
itical phenomena of the sg-calied Third
World. Thus, they could provide effective
logistic support and political counseling.
The Soviets (and other East' East Euro-
pean countries) have already demon-
strated on several occasions (as in Egypt
and Somalia) that they cannot do this.

The Soviets are hindered by their great-
power attitudes, thelr commercial ambi-

tions, and their peolitical and economic
arrogance (e.g., the shameless plundering
of Angolan territorial waters between
Porti: Alexandre and Benguela by Soviet
trawlers). Thus, the Soviets cannot have
the flexibility that the Cubans do, a flexi-
bility that in the last analysis is necessary
to carry out the Soviet strategy—to build a
“progressive” state. '

Whatever tactical differences the Soviets
and Cubans may have, their actions do not
serve the interests of the workers.

As a result of the actions of the Cubans
and the Soviets, the essential foundations
have been laid for the emergence of a
bureaucratic bourgeoisie based on the state
capitalist sector. There are no organs of
mass control. The state enterprises func-
tion in a bureaucratic way. There is a
strong economic sector linked to imperial-
ism. _

History will reveal how the Angolan
people will eliminate these obstacles. The
present has already shown that when they
do this they will not be organized in the
MPLA but in opposition to it. O
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