THE ZAMBEZI

An rnterwew m{h Samora Machel, President of FRELI
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rate beyond the Zambezi, in & southerl
: Our presence In thin region is
particularly important because &t this point
Mozasbigue has common bordars with Rhodesia and
1t ia an industrially developed ares,
wliich allows us Bilize the peopie easily,
and involve thes in the armed struggle. We began
|u|||k|r}' operations last Augant, but we waited
before iusulng commnigques om our activities
beyond thi Pambezi because we were nal wure of
making advances in the struggle & Are now
ceriain that we can keep our positions and
advances on the ground, We have laur
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the Portuguess pecple are our strongest ally, fhir
collaboratton grows with the struggle.

Q. ls there really a danger of Mozan
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A. Tt's too late, It's absolutely imposmible.

One couldn't sven conceive of the thought that
thiere are whites in Mozambique today who want
"independence!, like that |n Rhodesin, Tn the
heart of FRELIMO whites are fighting, who fesl
themselves to be Mozambicans and who are sembers

{ FRELINMG, Our work ss rogards giving a

litieal consciousnens to the people goes desp)
and we glva it absolute priorify, Throughout, we
don't identify the enemy by the ecolour of his

ki We regard as comrades all those who

suppart our struggle, all those who work for the
independance of Morambique; that's why a lot of
white Mogambic fight among ue. We don't anawse
the question of who the true Mozambicans are in
terms of colour.

Q. What's the opinion of FHELIMO on the Fortugueks
situation, taking inte account the rumours of a
military coup d'etat?

A. Deep contradictions exist among the Portuguese
wlerg....There'n a riak, in Portugal, of & tight
#truggle for power betwssn Castanc and the
axtreme right, That the leaders are occupied
im trying to resclve thess nflicts in useful
to ue, but whether the power gees to Caetanc o
Nogueira makes no differance to gur prograssme.
The struggle between imperialists is like dogs
sesap, .
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A. A dunger exiols, and it is merious, A threat
of disrupting the liberatisn We
naither want nor are able tc 1=t
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when s ady proposes a nimilar “dialogue
with Portugal. As for Soath Africa, there is the
African Matishal Congress. Why deean't South
Africa try talking to iha c
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A, Tt's clearly a quastion of an imitiative
taken in agreement with the Leperialists. With
regard te the African nations, they speak of
Meconomic necessity", That's an unacceptable
sxcuse, Which are the countries that press for
dialogus? Madagasear? But Madagascar, although
ita geographically pot far from South Africa,
te in reality much nearer to France. Th in
idenclogically w omically in line with
France, What, thersfera, are the economic
resucns? We find ales the lvory Coast. Houphouet

Bo i gy as far from South Africa and near
te F Hamo for Bokassa and the
Cemtral Republic.

Q. What's the posit the role of Malawi?
A. Malawi mdopts a megative pomition from eur
point of view. Malawi is friendly with Portugsl;
it entertains a Portuguese ambaneador,Fortuguese
soldiers use its ground, and ihey supply Malawi
planes. Their helicopters land there, and
Portuguese military vehiclas move around freely.
Malawi is really a last base for Portigel.
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