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UEALITETE: The Kavandame Affair

In early

of Lacaro Kavaadars from FRELTIO to the
Portnzuese was carried by many newspapers
acrons the wvorld, He was referred to asg
Director of FIELIO's militery operations
ad 2s leader of the Makonde warriors.
The dohanneshurg 3tar (April 5, 1969)
carried a leading editerial about the in-
cident:
'The defection of the military leader
of the Mezambigue terrorigts could sig-
nal a decisive turn in the punishing
is=year war which Portugal has fought
to defend her Zast African colony.
Lagaro Kavandame, who surrendered 1o
Portuguese officials last month, is now
touring disiricts 2long the Tanzanian
horder urging his Iellow llakonde tribes-
men to lay down their arms,

"The warlike ilakonde were the back-
bone of FRELTO0's 5,00N-strong army,
and Kavandarme j3 credited as the man
who launched their operations in 196l.
He van an effective hit and run cam-
paign in the north of Mogambique that
tied dewn many thousands of Portuguese
troops and added a severe extra load
to Portugalts defence budget.

¥His change ol allegriance, which
follouwed secrat messages to him from
other capitured terrcrists, may be a re-
Tlection of the setbacls which the
rehal forees have suflfered in recent
months, It is very likely to lead to
rore cetbacks,,..

N, ,.FRELTIO's men in the field have
lost a charismatic leader. It would be
2 major triumph if Lazaro Kavandame's
example could start a new phase of ne-
gotiating rather than fighting with the
Portuguese, "t thiz seems unlikely, as
itg leaders say they are determined to
continue the strmagsie.”

v Anril the news of the defection

FRELIMO Replies

On Aoril Jith, th

“(l)
tant position in FRELID.

S Hivibies ir that Province.

¢ [21llowing Presz State-
mnt was dsouac by FLTD from Dar-es-Szalaam:

Lagars Kavandame once held an impor-
He was appointed
Provincial Scoredary of Dabo Delgado Prow
vince, and was in charge of commercial ac-

"(2) However, for some time, FRELTMO has
been aware of the commections of Lagzaro
Kavandame with counter-revolutionary
forces, Lased on the following facts:

{a) He used his post in our cormercial
structure to serve his own personal
interests, esxploiting the people in the
exchange of goods, and keeping the dif-
ference,

(b) These activities were denounced
by the people, and FRELIMO established
a Commission of Inguiry to investigate
the matter. When he found out about
this, Lazaro Kavandame organised a
group of peonle, his eollakborators in
the exploitation of the people, to
sabotlage the work of the Commission.
Tt was on his orders that the group
mirdered one of FRELIMO!'s military
commanders on the 22nd December, 1968,
His defection, therefore, is to escaps
trial for this murder of which he was
declared to be the organiser by the 16
elements of his group who are under
detention awaiting trial,

(c} These activities, culminating in
mirder, classified Lazaro Kavandame
as an enemy of the MHozambican peopls
and of the Mozambican Revolution., In
Tact, this rurder was in accordance
with the Portuguese plan of murdering
TRELID1) leaders in order to stop the
Liberation Movemont.

(3} Therefore, on the 3rd of Jamiary,
1959, the Executive Committee of FRELIMO
met in order it consider the case of
Lazaroe Kavandame, and decided:d

(a) To dismiss Bagaro Ksvandame [ven
his posiltion as Provincial Secretary
of Cabhs Delgado.

(b) As a result of this dismiszal,
Lazarc Kavandane 1is automatically re-
novad from membership of the Uentral
Cormittee of FMIELLHO;

Trod the post he held in FOLILd1s
cormerasisl soction,



B~
Defection
n{,) The defection of Lazarc Kavandame to

the Portugusse will not have any effect on’
our iiberation siruggle, because:

{a) Contrary to what the Portuguese
announced, Lazaro Kavandame has never
had any military position in FRELIMO,
having held a merely administrative
position.

(v) He was denounced by the people of
Cabo Delgado themselves as being an
exploiter and counter-revolu-
tionary; therefore, the people

are now well aware of his criminal
character and activities.

(c) Also, contrary Lo what the
Bortugnese say, Lazaroc was never a
tribal chief in liozambique. The
only influence he had on the people
derived Ifrom the position to which
FRELIMO appointed hin,

(d) He is ipgnorant of the present
state of the wmilitary struggle, as
he hag not been in lMozambigue since
December 1967,

"Tha Poriuguese claim that "Portugal is
poised for a breakthrough in Hozambique as
& result of the defection of Lagaro Kavan-
dame" is therefore completely valueless,
and mere colonialist propaganda.'



