


The electronic version of the book
is created by
http://www.enverhoxha.ru
3K 3K 3K 3K >k >k >k 3K 3K 3K 3K K >k >k >k 3K 5K 3K kK kK >k Xk K K



http://www.enverhoxha.ru

WORKERS OF ALL COUNTRIES, UNITE!

ENVER HOXHA

SELECTED WORKS



PUBLISHED BY DECISION OF THE CENTRAL
COMMITTEE OF THE PARTY OF
LABOUR OF ALBANIA



ENVER HOXHA



THE INSTITUTE OF MARXIST-LENINIST STUDIES
AT THE CC OF THE PLA

ENVER HOXHA

VOLUME

I

NOVEMBER 1941 - OCTOBER 1948



THE «8 NENTORI» PUBLISHING HOUSE
TIRANA, 1974



FOREWORD

Comrade Enver Hoxhas «Selected Works» in  English
are published in several volumes on decision of the Central
Committee of the Party of Labour of Albania.

The first volume includes works of the 1941-1948
perfod. It is divided into two parts for the readers con-
venience. The first part includes works  written  during
the period of the Anti-fascist National  Liberation War
(November 1941-November 1944) and the second comprises
those of the period of the reconstruction of the country and
of the development of socialist revolution (December 1944-
October 1948).

In the works of the period of the Anti-fascist National
Liberation War are studied the problems of the creation,
building  and  inner life of the Communist  Party  of
Albania (today the Party of Labour of Albania) as a revolu-
tionary  Marxist-Leninist party of the working class. Here
the reader will see in what circumstances the CPA was
created, and how it remained the sole party of the working
class and the sole political party of the country, how within
a relatively short time it succeeded in becoming the sole
leader of the masses of the people in the Anti-fascist
National Liberation War and in remaining as such forever.

The works of the war time dadwell on the elaboration of
the political line of the Communist Party on the basis of
the  fundamental  Marxist-Leninist  principles and  of  the
revolutionary experience as ft was continually being gained
in the country.
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The revolutionary experience of the CPA and of the
masses of the people in the Anti-fascist National Liberation
War shows that in  revolutionary situations any  Marxist-
Leninist party of the working class can raise itself to the
level of a genuine leader of the masses, can organize the
revolution and carry it through to the end, provided it is
in a position to work out a correct political line responding
to the objective tendencies of development of the situa-
tions, the political aspirations and demands of the masses,
and provided it is capable of implementing this line with
determination and maturity.

The fundamental questions of the political line of the
Party which the reader finds in Enver Hoxhas  Works
are: the defining of the strategic aim, of the chief enemy,
of the leading role of the working class and of its allies in
the war, the laying down and Iimplementation of the funda-
mental tasks to achieve this aim. To attain its strategic
aim, the CPA had to solve three fundamental tasks: the
unity of the people in a single National Liberation Front;
the organization of the general armed uprising, and the
creating of the National Liberation Army as a regular army
of the people and of the new Albanian state; the destruc-
tion of the old political power and the setting up of the new
revolutionary ~ power of the  national liberation  councils.
These were three component parts of the same revolu-
tionary process. Each of these tasks was solved in close
connection  with  the others through an  uncompromising
struggle against the foreign fascist invaders and their local
servants.

In the works of the war time, an important part Is
occupled by the stand of the CPA towards the foreign al-
lies of the insurgent Albanian people, stemming from these
revolutionary  principles: differentiated  stand  towards  the
allies;  non-interference in the internal affairs of any ally;
self-reliance.
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Hence the treatment of the connection between the
National  Liberation War of the Albanian people and the
world anti-fascist war, in the first place, the Great Patriotic
War of the Soviet Union and the liberation war of the
neighbouring people of Yugoslavia and Greece.

In the post-war works of the period 1945-1948 are
elaborated the problems of the uninterrupted development
of the people’s revolution from the anti-imperialist demo-
cratic stage to the socialist stage; problems of the strength-
ening and improvement of the political basis of the new
political order in Albania in struggle against both the ex-
ternal and internal enemy; of the reconstruction of the
country; of the destruction of the old economic basis and
of the construction of the economic basis of socialism; of
the  socialist organization and the  planned  development
of the economy; of the development of the revolution in
the field of education and culture, and of the defence of the
country. They work out also problems of the foreign policy
of the Party, of its revolutionary internationalist stand in
establishing fraternal relations and strengthening the
friendship and cooperation with the Soviet Union and the
people’s democracies, and of its struggle to safeguard in
the international arena all the rights the Albanian people
had won with blood and sacrifices.

In these works the reader will see for himself the prin-
cipled struggle, both national and international, of the CPA
and of the government of the PRA against US-led im-
perialism, and against the anti-Albanian and  anti-Marxist
activity of the Yugoslav revisionist leadership.

Through this struggle the CPA has defended the na-
tional independence of the country and guaranteed its de-
velopment along the socialist road; it has also defended its
independence  and  correct  Marxist-Leninist  line  from  the
brutal  intervention of the Yugoslav  revisionist  leadership,
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and the Trotskyite and hostile activity of its agents in
Albania.

In Enver Hoxha’s Works stands out the mastery of the
CPA in implementing Marxism-Leninism in a creative way
in the concrete internal and international conditions.

These works bear the stamp of the time; therefore in
order to achieve a correct grasp of their contents, it is ne-
cessary to keep in mind the circumstances in which they
have been written.

The works Included in the first volume have been
selected and translated from the Albanian edition of the
1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th volume of Enver Hoxhas Works.



PART ONE






REPORT DELIVERED TO THE
IST CONSULTATIVE MEETING OF THE ACTIVISTS
OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF ALBANIA!

[April 8, 1942]

Comrades,

The cause of a certain degree of organizational frag-
mentation, and the fact that our Party is not yet consoli-
dated as an organization, should be sought in the group
spirit which still exists. Comrades, in the Resolution of the
Meeting of all the main communist groups in Albania?,

1 The 1st Consultative Meeting of the Activists of the CPA
began its proceedings in Tirana on April 8, 1942, and continued for
three days with some interruptions. The main report was delivered
by comrade Enver Hoxha. The meeting adopted a resolution setting
out the tasks to be carried out to strengthen the Party, to establish
and consolidate its links with the masses, and to mobilize them
in the National Liberation War.

2 The Meeting of all the main communist groups in Albania was
held in underground conditions from the 8th to the 14th of Novem-
ber 1941. On the first day of its proceedings it took the historic
decision of merging the groups and of founding the Communist
Party of Albania (CPA). The meeting heard the reports on the
activity of each group, on the successes and shortcomings of the
communist movement in Albania, and the vital problems facing the
Party.

In the course of the discussions of the ideological, tactical
and organizational questions of the Party, pronounced divergencies
emerged among the representatives of groups. Comrade Enver
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you have seen how things stood in regard to communist
work in our country. You have seen what great mistakes
these groups have made. Because of these errors, orderly
work has still to be established, and we have not yet been
able to advance as we should.

Vacillation,  liberalism, rivalry, an  opportunist  under-
standing of issues, etc., brought about a difficult situation
for our movement. Everyone was striving for himself,
each thinking that the essential thing was to form groups
and to make themselves into a “party”, by abusing the
others, pointing out all their “mistakes”, saying that the
others were “to blame” for everything, while they alone
were “absolutely right”.

As you know, we have had many groups, such as those
of Korga3, Shkodra4, and the “Youth” group, and we have

Hoxha and other comrades waged a bitter principled struggle
against the anti-Marxist and liquidationist theses of the chiefs
of the ™“Youth” group. The social-democrat viewpoints which had
hardly begun to spread in Albania by the renegades of the com-
munist movement, the Trotskyite line and activity of the "“Zjarri”
group which posed itself as the "“Communist Party of Albania”,
as well as alien views which had struck root in the ranks of the
communist groups were condemned. The meeting adopted a Re-
solution which made a thorough analysis and a Marxist-Leninist
assessment of the international situation and the communist
movement in Albania, it mapped out the ideological and organiza-
tional basis on which the CPA was founded and outlined its rev-
olutionary program and tactics.

3The communist group of Korga was formed in June 1929.
It was the first revolutionary organization of the Albanian working
class, but suffered from marked ideological and organizational
weaknesses. Anti-Marxist elements had found their way into the
group. The communist literature studied by its members was
not entirely Marxist and included also Trotskyite and anarchical
materials. Due to these shortcomings it remained isolated from
the worker movement and confined itself to the town of Korga
only. With the arrival of the distinguished communist militant
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also had two people, of the communist group of Korga,
who have set up a sort of small group. They have gather-
ed around themselves a few people with whom they have
some influence, and have kept them “for their own ends”.
These comrades are A. and M. There were also two Trots-

Ali Kelmendi from the Soviet Union, where a communist group
of Albanians was created as early as 1928, the activity of the
communist group of Korga entered a new stage. The members
of the group began to combine illegal with legal work, to take
active part in legal worker and trade societies and turn them
into revolutionary organizations, they began to translate genuinely
Marxist literature, extend their activity to other towns, especially
in Tirana where a branch was set up which, directed by comrade
Enver Hoxha, later became an important centre of the communist
and anti-fascist movement in the capital.

4 The communist group of Shkodra was formed in 1934 and
extended also to several other towns. The head of the group
was an intellectual of wrong theoretical views and marked political
unclarity. When arrested under Zog's regime, he knelt down before
the enquiry and told on all the comrades of his group. The
activity of the group was limited to student and trade circles, and
some working centres. This group had not a clear-cut political
line, a definite organizational form and a sound discipline and
secrecy. Like other groups, that of Shkodra, apart from Marxist
literature circulated also Trotskyite and anarchical literature.

5 The “Youth” group was formed in 1940 as a result of the
division and weakness of the communist movement. It began as
a faction of the communist group of Korga and later on emerged
as a separate group. Elements of marked Trotskyite and anarchical
views placed themselves at its head. The group swelled its ranks
with intellectual elements of bourgeois and petty-bourgeois ex-
traction. Its leadership emerged with an anti-Marxist ideological
and political platform. It held that Albania lacked proletariat,
that the class struggle did not exist in Albania, and therefore
there was no basis to form the Communist Party, that peasantry
was conservative and reactionary, and could not become the ally of
the working class, that the links with the masses and the work
among them would endanger the cadres, that the fascist occupation
promoted the development of capitalism and the growth of the
proletariat!
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kyite groups: that of Fundo® and of Qendro? and, finally,
a group of liquidationist opportunists: the “Zjarri” group
(we shall have more to say later about all the groups and
individuals).

This was the situation in Albania before the Meeting
of the main groups. Things could not go on like that. It
was necessary to advance to something new, something
more organized, to the Party.

We consider that we found the best and most appro-
priate means necessary in such a situation. We have used
the system of unification from below up, under a single
leadership chosen from those people who were least in-
fected with the old group spirit, and who have given the
surest guarantees that they will carry out the line of the
Party. We have set to work. But we should not forget
that in the course of such a major job much of the old
has managed to smuggle itself into our ranks, and many
such harmful elements are stil to be found today. Com-
rades accepted from various groups (who, in the time of
the groups, may have been excellent “militants” and first-
rate “agitators” for the cause of their own group) have
shown themselves to be very weak as members of the
Party. This has come about because these comrades were
not known earlier, and thus there are many harmful and
unstable elements to be found in our ranks. It seems that
the spirit of groups is much stronger than we had thought
at first. Many of these people have remained in Tirana,
in particular where the situation with regard to the liqui-
dation of the groups is least satisfactory, chiefly because

6 Llazar (Zai) Fundo, a deserter, enemy of the Albanian com-
munist movement, of the Communist International and the Al-
banian people.

7 Aristidh Qendro, a deserter from the communist group of
Korga, chief of a small Trotskyite group in Tirana, placed himself
at the service of reaction and occupiers.
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it is here that all the representatives of the groups are to
be found, including the most quarrelsome factionalists,
those who find difficulty in reconciling themselves to the
new organizational line. Their former situation is shaken,
and the new situation has not entered their heads, and thus
they carry on in the old spirit, outside the line of the Party,
hindering its work and orderly development.

It is no secret to any communist that two trends have
formed, one of which has agreed to support the Party and
has vigorously set about the task, carrying out the line,
while the other has reservations on all questions, criticizing
(objectively it has tried to prevent the Party work from
developing systematically), putting spokes in the wheel and
hindering the activity of the Party. These elements come
from various groups, but mostly from the “Youth” group
(particularly in  Tirana), whose representatives, Anastas and
Xhepi8, even after promising to end their former activity
and to act according to the directives of the Provisional
Central Committee, still maintain their old connections.

Up to now we have been of the opinion that we should
be patient with these comrades and convince them to sub-
mit to discipline and to understand the necessity that they

8 Anastas Lula, ex-chief of the “Youth” group. At the Meeting
of the communist groups in November 1941, together with the
former vice-chairman of the group, Sadik Premte (Xhepi), he
endeavoured to hinder the forming of the Communist Party of
Albania. Following the founding of the Party, they fought by
every manner of means against the political line of the Party and
its Central Committee. At the 1st Consultative Meeting of Activists,
the CPA admonished them for the last time to give up their anti-
Marxist activity and carry out the directives of the Party. But
they did not change their ways. They organized a dangerous fac-
tion in the bosom of the Party. In June 1942, the Extraordinary
Conference of the Party liquidated this Trotskyite faction and
expelled its chiefs from the Party. As they kept up their
treacherous activity, the 1st National Conference of the CPA
branded them as enemies of the Party and people.
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carry out the directives to the letter. Now we should re-
sort to another method, that of purging the Party of harm-
ful elements, of all those who hinder the work and de-
velopment of the Party. In our opinion, we must resort to
this method without fail, if we do not wish to fall into the
old bog and if we want the Party to develop in a unity of
discipline. An irreconcilable struggle should be  waged
against all deviations, whatever their origin and whatever
group they come from. It is impermissible for us to slip
into the position of the old social-democrats, who said:
“Better an insecure peace than a good clash”. A struggle
must be waged also against all those who attack the work
of the Party from outside (Z.)°, because we should be clear
that only through such a struggle can the Party be con-
solidated. We should wunmask harmful elements before the
masses of the people. If we dont denounce them before
the people they could deceive others who are honest.

1) THE SITUATION WITHIN THE PARTY

A full understanding of the structure of our organiza-
tion and how the Party is run has not yet been formed.
This is due to many causes, and in particular to the fact
that the comrades do not have a good understanding of
Marxism-Leninism, that they do not appreciate the im-
portance of linking theory with practice, or that they do
not have a grasp of the most fundamental questions which
must be grasped by a communist organizer, agitator, and
propagandist. It is clear that things cannot go on like this.
We must do a great deal of work in every field to raise the

9 The Trotskyite “Zjarri” group was formed in Greece in
1936. It engaged in an openly hostile activity against the com-
munist groups and against the CPA. In the beginning of 1943 it
was finally destroyed.
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level of the comrades’ understanding, so that they can
make progress and become leaders. But we cannot pos-
sibly do this if we do not link theoretical work with prac-
tical work, because “without a revolutionary theory there
can be no revolutionary movement”™; that is to say, we
have to follow the road pointed out by our immortal
teacher, Lenin, towards the linking of theory with practice,
linking theoretical development with practical work. It is
impermissible for us to neglect the one on account of the
other, to wunderestimate the one and give more importance
to the other. In the one direction as well as in the other,
our work is lagging. It is lagging painfully. Only those
who refuse to look at themselves, who close their eyes to
the truth, can fail to see this.

Lack of knowledge causes grave elementary errors in
our work, and this is to some extent the reason why the
spirit of groups still exists.

The best way to understand this question more clearly
is to look back at the past, at history. We shall try to
avoid going into detail, and will take up only the most im-
portant matters, which have an obvious influence on the
development of problems in general. We should speak of
these matters, even if only in general terms, although some
of them belong to the past. In our opinion, we should
continue to discuss them for a long time vyet, until the spirit
of groups is totally eradicated and we have fully mastered
the work of the Party. But this must not be taken to mean
that we should mark time forever while we dig up the
past, or that we should point out only this or that mistake
of a group, but we should draw from the experience of the
past whatever is of value to us for the present and the
future.

*V. 1. Lenin, "What Is To Be Done?”, Collected Works, vol. 5,
p. 434.
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The lack of firm contacts and knowledge about organ-
izational matters, the lack of unity, the lack of faith in the
cause of the struggle of the working class and the labour-
ing people, the irresponsibility of comrades, distrust of,
and failure to implement, the directives of the Comintern
which were of historic importancel®, ambitions and crony-
ism, the influence of the bourgeoisie, the tendency to lie
low in order to conceal that one is a communist and many
other such things have caused the old group rivalries to
flame up to the point where their struggle has come out
into the open.

This has led to individuals and groups working with-
out plans, without check-up, without responsibility to any-
one. Serious organizational errors have been committed,
which will take a long time and a great effort to correct.
The hang-overs from such organizational errors  which,
along with group factionalism include sectarianism  and
pettiness, prevent progress in the organizational work, and
hinder the work of the Party from being reorganized as it
should. Thus, it is necessary to begin a decisive struggle
against those remnants (sectarianism, misunderstanding,
and unclarity), which are totally alien to the Party and the
worker movement, but  which, unfortunately, still exist
among us. We shall not allow harmful, ambitious and
irresponsible elements to destroy the party work, to destroy
what we have built with such great effort. We shall not
allow the old ills and the old teachings to persist. Aston-
ishing things have occurred and are still occurring among
us in matter of organization. Frequently a few people have
attached themselves to certain elements, falling under their

10 The directives of the Communist International for the com-
munist movement in Albania were drafted on the basis of the
decisions of the 7th Congress of the Comintern, which held its
proceedings from July 25 to August 25, 1935. They reached Albania
in 1937.
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influence, serving them and trusting them blindly. These
elements have become steeped in group work. Under the
old mysterious cloak of conspiracy of the time of the
groups, they have made approaches to some comrades and
today are still endeavouring to win over others by various
cunning methods. Amongst them there are some comrades
with a low level of understanding, or with Ilittle aware-
ness of the importance of this question, who believe all
they are told by the old group leaders or the quarrelsome
factionalists, who place the individual above the move-
ment, above the Party.

This is an evil which we must rigorously combat with-
out fail. We cannot allow this state of affairs to continue
any longer. The comrades must be absolutely convinced
to have faith in the Party, to love it and its work. Long
discussions have been needed to explain the necessity of
work with the masses. These comrades have been very
slow in becoming conscious of the necessity of work with
the masses. They have denied the possibility of working
under fascism. They alleged that “It is possible to work
with this organizational system in Greece and other coun-
tries”, or “perhaps this is an old method of work and we
should not be exposed”, “we should not go into ac-
tion, because the police may discover us”, “we do not want
to lose men, and if anyone wants to go into such actions,
let him go alone”, etc. In other words, they have refused
to work and show themselves as communists before the
masses, they have refused to undertake actions. How then
do they think the revolution will be achieved? This is not
clear to us. But one thing is clear; in that way we will
never be able to achieve the revolution, and nothing good
can be expected from such work.

We have already gone ahead of this, but the organiza-
tional situation is difficult and cannot be corrected imme-
diately, because with the passage of time this line has
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struck root. It still crops up, though in a new form. Such
concepts are hangovers from the old work and are totally
alien to the revolutionary worker movements. It is essen-
tial that we wage an energetic struggle against them (in
the “Youth” and Shkodra groups).

Apart from this, the comrades have held the view that
we should discuss problems with all elements. They claim-
ed that we could not fight the enemy, because “we are not
strong enough”. This led them to a great mistake, and they
lapsed into a position of conciliation. As well as this, libe-
ralism and familiarity have pushed them along this road.

Enough about that.

The comrades of the Provisional Central Committeell
have gone to various places and have reorganized the old
work, have set up communist cells (among which duties
and tasks have been divided). The Provisional Central
Committee has not only done the organization, but has in
fact unified the organizations of various regions and es-
tablished contacts between them and the Central Com-
mittee. While visiting various places and organizations, it
has given the comrades full assistance. In fact, it has
directed the entire organizational work, giving advice and
directives. It has defined its position on all questions and,
through its proclamations, has laid down the political line
of the work, and brought the organization to life. Its task
has been important and arduous. It has been charged
with creating the Party, and you know well, comrades, that
this task was not at all simple, especially in a domain
where a contradiction might emerge at every step. It has
fought sectarianism and has begun the struggle against
deviations, it has fought pettiness and parochialism, and

11 The Meeting of the main communist groups in Albania
elected a Provisional Central Committee of 7 persons. Comrade
Enver Hoxha was assigned to guide it, though there was no
secretary elected.
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in the course of this work, other problems have emerged,
which have been resolved by the Central Committee. The
Party is not built in a day. It takes time. The Central
Committee will wage a struggle relying on its organiza-
tional experience, so true unity can be created through this
struggle. This is why the Central Committee has decided
that, parallel with the organization of the Party, the com-
rades should undertake actions, demonstrations, etc.,, in
which they will learn, become steeled, and link themselves
with the masses. We have always had to face numerous
difficulties in this work, but they have never stopped us,
and up to now we have always overcome them success-
fully. We want a truly unified party, and we must trans-
form our organizations from small isolated cells into big
organizations of the Party, closely linked with the masses,
with  their roots among them. We want organizations
which, through the example of their struggle, encourage
others to be self-sacrificing and win the trust of the circles
in which they are working. We cannot leave a single
trace of the old style of work. The spirit of the Party and
of communist work should be felt everywhere. We must
build such strong organizations that they are invulnerable
to the attacks of the enemy. We should link ourselves
with the masses and merge with them so closely that the
enemy cannot harm us.

Eight leading committees have been set up in various
places, and there is nowhere (among the larger towns) that
we have not gone. In certain areas also we have organized
regional committees.

This is still a long way from what we must achieve,
but nevertheless it can be regarded as a major success,
considering  the external and internal  circumstances  in
which we are working. Besides this, the comrades of the
Central Committee have had to carry out even the smallest
tasks. They have had to organize the work in the cells,
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which is the responsibility of the local leaders. In addition
to this, they have spoken separately with every comrade,
have had long discussions with them, trying to convince
those people who were discontented for some reason, of
whom there were no small number at the beginning. Their
discontent mainly stemmed from the selection of the region-
al committees. These comrades did not Ilimit themselves
to criticism of the system of selection, but went as far as
to oppose the leading comrades, and to refuse to accept
discipline.  Thus, they have brought confusion into the
ranks of the Party, creating tendencies towards anti-party
work. See, comrades, what a high level of consciousness
they have as party members! They are dissatisfied be-
cause they themselves have not been made leaders! How
do they know that their representatives have not been
appointed? It is evident that discipline has been Vviolated
and secrecy betrayed. Old connections have been main-
tained. These comrades have got the idea into their heads
that their group is considered worthless. This, allegedly,
is the reason for their revolt. This pretext has been sug-
gested to them by their old chiefs, because the Party has
left no room for the slightest doubt on this subject. They
have duplicated propaganda material without the permis-
sion of the regional committees. They have undoubtedly
notified the old leaders of the group (Anastas Lula and
Xhepi) about this and have distributed this  duplicated
material only amongst their former comrades. This has
led to the «creation of some petty theories among some
persons according to which “work in the countryside s
impossible.  When you talk with a peasant, he agrees,
but once you turn your back, he sticks out his tongue and
makes fun of you”. Others claim that “it is necessary to
move the entire organization into the countryside”, or
that “some comrades who should be freed from all party
work should be assigned to the mission of killing fifth
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columnists and spies” (professional assassins!), etc.; that
“the comrades of the «cells lack initiative”; that “the Soviet
Union is playing politics like the bourgeois countries”.

If these were merely their own opinions, then the prob-
lem would have been much easier to solve, but unfor-
tunately such ideas have begun to circulate and to form
themselves as a line, and worse still, a line guiding a
group (the ™“Youth” group).

When asked why they maintained their old contacts,
they replied that they were indignant at the intrigues go-
ing on in their cells, and this is why they kept those old
contacts. But is this really the only reason for their dis-
content? In the course of our talks with them, they
accepted that they had been wrong, and promised to put
an end to their old connections, but time has taught us to
put our trust in deeds alone. These are not the only dis-
satisfied  comrades.  Certain  elements coming from the
strata of “agas” and ‘“beys”2 are dissatisfied too. They
persist in old forms of work, which, like the class they
come from, are alien to the worker movement. Some work-
ers too have associated themselves with these "“agas”. Yes,
it is true! The old truth has been proved right once again.
They are employing empty phraseology, Ilabelling wus as
Trotskyites. We tell them openly that it is they who have
fallen into the bog of Trotskyism. All anti-party elements
are bound to join together in struggle against the Party.
We must mercilessly expel these types from the Party.

From these people come accusations that they could
not tolerate the orders of the regional committee, because
the committee was composed of some wndeveloped work-

12 Titles of the Turkish feudal military regime. The title “aga”
was bestowed on low and middle rung officers, and that of “bey”
on high rung officers and officials. After the proclamation of
Albanian independence “beys” and “agas” were titles applied to
all the rich of the town and countryside.
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ers. Admittedly, some regional committees are not at the
required level. But why do these discontented comrades
not ask for an explanation from the higher organs? It
seems to us that they are hiding something else; they do
not accept the line of the Party although they say they
accept it. The worker comrades, who are very young and
not at the required level, but who are most likely to be-
come leaders, cannot answer certain questions or solve
certain problems of a purely intellectual nature, but within
a very short period these comrades have understood the
Party line very well, and carry it out to the letter. They
know and apply the political line better than the intellec-
tuals who have studied the booklet: “Certain Economic
Developments”. It is understandable that sometimes the
party organs make mistakes, not knowing how to behave
with the comrades and people in general, that there is a
tendency to commandism, and this is not correct, it is
harmful and should be banned. The higher organs should
check up on the work of the lower ones and make every
effort to prevent them from acting in this manner any
longer.

We also support the greatest possible measure of ini-
tiative because today we want the communists to become
leaders, and not automatons, we do not want to confine
ourselves to the work of the party organs. It often happens
that certain comrades, because of their contact with the
strata of the bourgeocisie and the petty-bourgeoisie and
their ideas, become subject to various influences and im-
plement ideas that are alien to the revolutionary move-
ment. This is caused by the low level of consciousness of
our comrades.

Now, let us return to two people we have spoken of
above; one of them has accepted the party line on all
points, while the other, who at first expressed his desire
and was interested in the selection of the Central Com-



THE 1st CONSULTATIVE MEETING 17

mittee, has shown dissatisfaction because he himself is
not in the Central Committee, because “only workers,
and not intellectuals, can become members of the com-
mittee”. In fact, intellectuals can become members — those
who are far removed from the group spirit and have the
necessary qualities. This man, who formerly had contacts
with the Korga group and who now maintains “friendly
relations” and contacts with all the groups, is dissatisfied
with the selection of these Committees. He raises some
astonishing matters, but one thing is clear, he does not
have a single correct idea of the Party and is quite unable
to  distinguish  between  communists and nationalists. He
goes so far as to criticize our statements, which according
to him, are not sufficiently nationalist in content.
Astonishing!  Under the influence of the nationalists, he
has formed the opinion that our fight today is a fight just
for solidarity and internationalism, and not for the good
of the Albanian people! He has other such ideas in his
head, but there is no need to comment on them.

He has refused to hand over the namest3 of his con-
tacts. He claims that they have not yet been trained, but
they have been trained to have contacts with him ! Among
them there are both young and mature elements with
whom he is unable to do communist work, first, because
there are too many of them, and second, because he him-
self is working underground. For this and other reasons
these people are often left a long time without communi-
cation or contact. The most important thing is that he
does not do regular communist work among them. He
maintains contacts with people in Pegin whose names he
has still not handed over. He also had connections in

13 The Meeting of the main communist groups for the creation
of the Party had decided that the leaders of the communist groups
were to hand over to the Central Committee all their connections
with the members of their groups.
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Ishém, but did not hand over their names until the Party
itself discovered them. We advise this comrade not to
continue in this way, for it is not the way to act, and can-
not be tolerated.

Within a short time he should hand over all his con-
nections, and the names of all his contacts (the Party will
not deprive him of his friends). If he does not observe
party discipline, then the Party will have to take the ne-
cessary steps.

We have always been of the opinion that we should
correct our comrades. But we should blame ourselves for
not taking the decision to denounce these wrong actions
openly right at the beginning. However, we justify this
fault by the desire to correct people. We have scored
successes in this and we are continuing to follow this me-
thod. We bear in mind the teachings of the great Lenin:
"We are marching in a compact group along a precipi-
tous and difficult path, firmly holding each other by the
hand. We are surrounded on all sides by enemies, and we
have to advance wunder their almost constant fire. We
have combined voluntarily, precisely for the purpose of
fighting the enemy, and not to retreat into the adjacent
marsh, the inhabitants of which, from the very outset,
have reproached us with having separated ourselves into
an exclusive group and with having chosen the path of
struggle instead of the path of conciliation. And now
several among us begin to cry out: let us go into this
marsh! And when we begin to shame them, they retort:
how conservative you are! Are you not ashamed to deny
us the liberty to invite you to take a better road! Oh, vyes,
gentlemen! You are free not only to invite us, but to go
yourselves  wherever you willl, even into the marsh. 1In
fact, we think that the marsh is your proper place, and
we are prepared to render you every assistance to get
there. Only let go off our hands, dont clutch at us and
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don't besmirch the grand word ‘freedom’, for we too are
‘free’ to go where we please, free to fight not only against
the marsh, but also against those who are turning towards
the marsh!”*

Now, comrades, let us speak of a group which is very
far from the Party and which is completely in the
marsh — this is the “Zjarri” group, a self-styled “party”.
The Zjarrists claim that they are legal communists. As
you can see, comrades, this group occupies a special place.
It is a completely liquidationist opportunist group and has
been in the opportunist liquidationist marsh since 1935,
when it styled itself a party.

Its chiefs have created an arsenal of petty, very harm-
ful theories and hypotheses which every reactionary, even
Mustafa  Krujal#  himself, could subscribe to. Here are
some of their theories: “We should not engage in agita-
tional work and propaganda, because the time is not ripe”,
“the USSR today is making concessions such as in the realm
of religion”, “in the Soviet Union the communists are on
the retreat, and so should we be, we should not carry out
actions” (according to them they have allegedly received
directives from the Comintern about this!), “for this reason,
we should not undertake any actions until four days before
the expulsion of the Italians” (they say “the Italians” and
not “the fascist invaders”), “the communists should not
undertake any actions for the time being, because those
who undertake them now are not communists” (then, when
should actions be undertaken?!). They say the communists
should not act at the present time. And this mysterious
thought raises a question: then, when should they go into

* V. I. Lenin, “What Is To Be Done?”, Collected Works, vol. 5,
p. 417.

14 Mustafa Merlika (Kruja), an inveterate agent of Italian
fascism, prime minister of the quisling government from December
1941 to January 1943.
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action? They say only four days before the revolution!
How ridiculous that grown-up men should say such things!
They have established contacts with the government of
Mustafa Krujals. They ask: “Who can guarantee that the
USSR will win?” They are slipping into the position of
the German fascists who claim that “the war of the Alba-
nian communists (our war) serves Russian  Pan-Slavism”,
because allegedly the USSR is fighting for Pan-Slavism.
Then, they declare again that “we should not distribute
leaflets, because our people can neither read nor write,
and it is not the appropriate time for this”, that “those who
hold demonstrations,  write  the leaflets  and undertake
actions, are not communists, but terrorists”! They claim
that “it is not the time for us to fight, it is not the time
for revolution”, “when we have a communist government
and army, the revolution will burst out”, etc., etc. There
are many such opinions. Here, finally, is a typical exam-
ple. The Zjarrists declare: “Those who undertake actions
today, will be condemned by the people’s tribunal”. The
interesting thing is that they show themselves up. If they
act in this manner and fall into the position of the fifth
column and spies, it is true that the people’s tribunal will
pass judgement on them, and they can fall into this posi-
tion very easily.

Comrades, we should be careful, because there are
Trotskyites in  our country, as the Comintern itself has
defined them, such as the infamous Fundo, and Qendro
who is connected with the Greek Trotskyites. Both of
them oppose the Comintern and its line, and comrade
Stalin. We must not wunderrate the danger they repre-

15 In December 1941, Zisi Andrea, the head of the "“Zjarri”
group, together with Mustafa Kruja, the quisling prime minister,
signed an agreement in which the former promised that “the
Albanian Communist Party” (as he styled his Trotskyite “Zjarri”
group) would not fight against fascism.
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sent. They are infiltratihng among us in various ways, and
using every means to try to spread their “ideas”. They
find various ways to propagate their “ideas”, and for this
reason we should not underestimate them, but should wage
a fiercer struggle against them, and expose them before
the people. “We should brand these dregs of society and
put them in the npillory of shame and scorn.” (History of
the CPSU (B)).

The struggle waged against them so far has been
almost non-existent, and some have acted in a liberal and
conciliatory manner towards them. Yes! There has been
conciliation with the Trotskyites, there have been contacts
with them, and comrades have sheltered them in their
homes. Communists should not have done this (these
communists have themselves admitted that this was
wrong).

2) EDUCATIONAL, POLITICAL,
AND THEORETICAL WORK

Very little importance has been attached to educating,
uplifting, and bolshevizing the cadres. And even less im-
portance to other problems.

In order to orientate ourselves in this current complex
situation, we should be equipped and armed with the
tactics and theory of the proletariat, with the knowledge
Marx and Engels have bequeathed to mankind, and which
Lenin and Stalin have enriched and developed.

The reason why the cadres are not at the necessary
level is not that the comrades have failed to study, or
have not wanted to learn, but because the comrades have
not translated those works which are indispensable to the
working class and the communist cadres. Various booklets
and pamphlets have been translated, some of them of
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doubtful origin. There have also been good books among
them. But the most necessary ones: "“The History of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union (B)”, “Foundations
of Leninism” as well as the report delivered to the 7th
Congress of the Comintern by Dimitrov, etc., have been
neglected. This is the reason that the theoretical and
political level of the comrades is very low. Some com-
rades who have done some study have considered them-
selves very learned, and have even started writing various
articles, deviating from Marxism-Leninism and attempt-
ing to create new theories such as “the theory of the
class”16, the “theory of cadres™7?, etc.

We shall not go into the errors of comrades who were
in leading posts in the past and who ruined a great num-
ber of cadres, because they neglected them and lacked con-
cern for them, or because they educated them in the old
group spirit. It is easy to see that they are to blame for
this.

But we would be very wrong to lay all the blame on
the past; we should look for a large share of this respon-

16 This refers to the erroneous assessment of the situation of
the class struggle in Albania by the heads of the communist
group of Shkodra and of the ™“Youth” group. According to this
assessment Albania had not yet entered the stage of capitalist
development, the working class did not exist, the most progressive
class was made up of craftsmen, and as a result, there was no
room to wage the class struggle.

17 The “theory of cadres” was borrowed from the archio-
Marxists, members of an anti-Marxist organization in Greece,
who in 1930 joined Trotsky’s International and during the Second
World War acted as overt agents of fascism and nazism. According
to their theory, the communists must not engage in any activity
to organize and mobilize the masses, but sit in their secluded
cells and engage themselves only in theoretical education, in
“training cadres”, and only after the cadres are trained can they
start their revolutionary activity.
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sibility in the present weaknesses in our work. We should
use our experience, benefit from it, increase our knowledge
and proceed further ahead on this road. We should take
this work seriously in hand. The question of the develop-
ment and raising of the political level of the comrades
should not be left solely to their own initiative. They
should study collectively, while at the same time indivi-
dual study should not be neglected. On this point, the
Party should exercise careful check-up and give assistance.

It is very difficult for the worker comrades to raise
their political level much by relying solely on their own
initiative. When he comes home tired from his work, the
worker comrade finds it difficult to read, because he is
not used to doing this, and thus very precious time is
wasted. For the intellectuals, on the other hand, this is
possible, because of the very nature of their work. The
workers should be given the possibility of collective study
as well as individual study. We should make this possible
by preparing suitable literature. There are objective diffi-
culties in this field, in particular because of the lack of
literature for the workers. Thus, for quite a while our
work will limp along, but we hope that the “History of
the CPSU (B)”, and the “Foundations of Leninism” will
soon be translated. It is necessary to raise the political and
theoretical knowledge of the comrades and train comrades
for the leadership. There are also other difficulties, such
as the difficult conditions in which the work is being
carried on, inadequate equipment, etc. We tell the com-
rades not to be content with the single copy they receive
from the Central Committee, but to duplicate it by hand
or with a typewriter. It sometimes happens that comrades
do not study even those materials that come into their
hands, such as books, leaflets, etc. There are also com-
munists who distribute leaflets without even reading them
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themselves. What could they possibly say to the people?
Sometimes, only the distribution of the leaflets is dis-
cussed in the cells. This should not happen any more.
Al party members should read and study our leaflets,
for in them they will find the political line of the Party.
We should study the literature, for only in this way can
we arm ourselves with knowledge. All the materials of
the Party should be the subjects of study in the cells.
We should not behave with the party materials as we have
done up till now; we should study them, not leave them
for months in unsuitable places to get wet in the rain, or
eaten by mice. The organs of the Party should be very
careful about this, and they should organize the distribu-
tion of materials properly, because irregularities on this
point, as well as other manifestations of laxity on the part
of certain comrades, help the factionalists to win over
young people by giving them some books which in many
cases they cannot understand.

In order to become leaders we should study collective-
ly in courses and study groups, but we should not exclude
individual study. The comrades in the higher organs
should supervise and check up on this work. Every course
or study group should be led by the most advanced com-
rades who were previously least infected by the group
spirit, that is, by those comrades who have completely
eliminated the old group spirit. The factionalists and
those instilled with this spirit should not be assigned to
the leadership of any study circle, or educational group,
or any other sort of work among the youth. This is done
solely with the aim of preventing the old group spirit from
infecting others. The Central Committee has undertaken
the task of supplying the organization as soon as possible
with the necessary translated materials (“History of the
CPSU (B)”, “Foundations of Leninism”, etc.).
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3) ON THE QUESTION OF NUMBERS IN THE PARTY
(ON CADRES)

It appears from comrades’ reports that the number of
comrades is low and that the quality of party members
is not yet as high as it should be. Today the Party com-
prises a small number of comrades. Here we observe a
narrow and sectarian attitude. Why not bring in all who
fulfil the necessary conditions? We should seek the causes
of this in our behaviour which is still sectarian, and not
only in this, but also in our inactivity; we do not yet know
how to select people. We should go further than the de-
sire for increased numbers, and find loyal fighters. It
is often said of various people that they are “friends”,
“comrades”, “good fellows”, and many other terms which
indicate that they are communists, but very little initia-
tive and ability is shown in organizing them. These peo-
ple are disciplined, devoted and active, but they are com-
munists  outside the party ranks. Some comrades claim
that they are not yet ‘“sufficiently advanced”, and thus
do not fulfil the requirements. But what do the comrades
expect of them? This practice should be ended. The de-
dicated, disciplined = comrades, those who  would make
good party members, especially worker comrades, should
be admitted to the Party. This applies to the proletariat
and the peasantry. But we should not go too far and
admit unprepared sympathizers and similar elements into
the Party. On the question of admission to the Party, the
party organs should check carefully on the candidates, to
see that they fulfili all the necessary requirements, because
the present period is dangerous for the Party and the
enemy may introduce provocateurs into our ranks. In this
period the organizational question is the major one. Our
primary task is to consolidate the Party organizationally.
Those who are conscious, loyal, convinced, steeled, dis-
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ciplined, fearless and have an unblemished record can
enter our ranks. Without these qualities no one can be-
come a party member, or win the right to take pride in
the name of Lenin and Stalin.

The higher party organs should care for the comrades
and maintain constant contact with the lower organiza-
tions; they should be continually in touch with the
organizations and always be informed of the situation
within them, because, otherwise, the former state of affairs
will predominate. We shall go into battle with the existing
cadres, until the Party is renewed with new cadres who
will emerge in the struggle. Therefore, we should check
up on and observe everything that is done in the organi-
zations. Among the masses there are loyal fighters and
communists, who will emerge in the front ranks of the
struggle and lead it to victory.

a) Because we are going into battle, we should ensure
our replacements. Of course, we cannot all go into battle
and leave the masses to be misled by spies and the fifth
column, so we must without fail leave our replacements
behind. As soon as possible, and this is possible, we must
train  our replacements and raise their political level so
that the organizations will not be weakened when those
who cannot stay here go to join the partisan units. In parti-
cular, we must train replacements among women. There
must not be a single forum without women. On this point,
we should not err again and behave in a sectarian manner,
but should have a good understanding of the importance
of work with women, who will play an important role in
our work.

b) Our youth have been organized according to old
forms of work. Because the youth organs have imperfectly
understood the line of the Party, the youth are fragment-
ed, and in some places there is still a field for the activity
of old factionalists. Through their old methods of work
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they attract the youth (they have included many of the
communist youth in their cells, etc.). The leaders of the
youth have not correctly understood the struggle of the
youth. Thus they have not been able to wage an energetic
struggle against the old group method amongst the youth
and in the educational groups. Here too, the factionalists
have exploited the situation, doing their old work behind
our backs, setting up sectarian educational groups and
reviving the old group spirit. We cannot allow the old
forms of work to go on among the vyouth, because this
is the most important sector of the Party, from which it
is regenerated. We should make every effort, exerting all
our energies, to bring about the wunity of the Communist
Youth of Albania. We should mobilize the vyouth of town
and countryside on a broad scale; this is one of our prin-
cipal tasks. The task of the Communist Youth of Albania
is to mobilize the entire popular youth of Albania. We
now have a new method of work among the youth and I
shall not speak at length on this, because the comrade
from the youth18® organization will speak to us about it.

c) The work among the workers is extremely valuable.
It is essential for us to penetrate among the workers and
the poor of the towns, and work among them, among the
proletariat. The majority in our Party should be workers.
We should henceforth put an end to our old practice. We
should not deceive ourselves. No one else can lead, fight
and work wholeheartedly for the cause of communism
like the proletarians and workers. We should go to
countryside too and mainly among the poor peasants in
the villages, the semi-proletarians, of whom there are many
in our country. We should send the most disciplined and

18 Besides the main report by comrade Enver Hoxha, the
Conference heard reports on military, youth, equipment and other
questions.
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the best organizers, our best propagandists and agitators
there, because today we must mobilize the countryside
around our Party, because our Party alone is a fighting
party, and today the masses of the people want to fight.
We must convince the masses and explain to them what
is most essential. We should know how to approach them,
to discuss with them openly, and listen carefully to the most
immediate and concrete questions. We should not speak
to them, for example, as the Vlora comrades are doing,
calling the national liberation councils!® soviets. This s
an error and a left deviation.

d) A few actions have been undertaken, but they
have not had a abroad communist character. As for the
sabotage actions, there have been far fewer of them than
there could have been. We should understand clearly that
our actions are closely linked with those of other countries,
they have an international character and at the same time
prepare the people for the struggle for their own libera-
tion. Various forms of action: demonstrations, acts of
sabotage, etc., popularize our Party and our struggle.

All  our organizations are obliged to undertake actions,
and every organization has had the possibility to under-
take some, but a very liberal attitude has been maintained
towards them. Certain actions which have been carried
out have not been given the necessary publicity. One
factor which has impeded the «carrying out of actions is
the fact that we have not yet organized our army. This
question has been the subject of much discussion in our
organizations, and the absolute necessity of setting up par-
tisan units and town guerrillas has been raised, but they

19 In February 1942, the CC of the CPA issued the directive
for the setting up everywhere of national liberation councils as
organs of the National Liberation War, of people’s uprising, and
simultaneously organs of the revolutionary people’s power.
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are still not in evidence. The comrade responsible for
the military line will discuss this question in his report on
the army. The comrades will report on what has been
done in this sector. One thing must be stressed, that any
hesitancy in this matter must be eliminated and we must
get down to the reality, to the formation of our army,
to actions.

4) DISCIPLINE IN THE PARTY

In every organization there must be some kind of disci-
pline. But in our Communist Party, which s the vanguard
of the working class there should exist that particular dis-
cipline  which arises from the high consciousness of Com-
munist Party members, the most highly conscious sons of
the working class and the working people. The difficult
conditions  of illegal work demand even greater discipline
from  us. Without  steel-like  discipline  and  without  the
unity of our Communist Party, which has many powerful
enemies, we cannot fight the war successfully.

It is mainly alien elements, introduced into our Party
with the intention of destroying it from within, who breach
our communist  discipline;  this discipline /s also violated
by various people who are not yet free of their petty-
bourgeois circle, that is, people who are not yet mature
enough to become party members, or by various careerists.
But if we have our eyes open, it is not difficult to detect
these people.

We stress this because recently there have been
breaches of discipline in our Party, often quite flagrant
ones, and impermissible carelessness on the part of some
comrades, that means to say they are not sufficiently
awake; otherwise the persistent group spirit cannot be
explained. And then there is a tendency to petty criticism
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which first of all appears accidental and later becomes
a “line”.

But we know within what framework to criticize and
how far this should go. Outside this framework it is not
sound criticism, and it assumes the form of carping criti-
cism — unhealthy criticism. It is noticeable that certain
comrades underestimate others and do not reveal their own
mistakes;  they criticize others but not themselves. In
this way they seek to elevate themselves, posing as “the
strongest”, or “the most developed”, boasting about their
knowledge of Marxism-Leninism.

Such work implies a return to the old days, to the
quarrels and clashes between groups. This means a turning
back of the Party. We should unceasingly criticize this
backward tendency, not on the basis of the old group
spirit, but through a desire to eliminate backwardness and
to advance.

Then we must also speak about security in organiza-
tional matters. This is generally weak and has gone from
one extreme to the other. Much has been said about se-
curity and it will also be dealt with by the comrade who
reports on equipment and the need for security.

Works, vol. 1.



CALL TO THE ALBANIAN PEASANTRY

July 1942

ALBANIAN PEASANTS!

The flames of war have swept the whole world;
millions of people have taken up arms and are locked in
a gigantic struggle.

On one side the forces of darkness, the predatory and
bloody-handed fascist forces, are attempting to enslave the
world, to bleed the peoples white, and on the other side,
the forces of progress, the forces of freedom, led by the
heroic people of the Soviet Union, with the support of the
democratic people of Britain and America and all the en-
slaved people, are checking the drive of the bloody fascist
hordes and are day by day preparing to bury them.

At the time of the greatest blood-letting in human
history, the greatest burden of this slaughter, brought about
by the will of the fascist gangsters, weighs upon the peas-
ants and the villages. The brunt of every war always falls
upon the working people. Every vyear thousands of peasant
families suffer for lack of food and the most basic require-
ments;  misery, suffering and starvation reign in their
wretched homes.

Have vyou, Albanian peasant brothers, ever sought the
reason for the poverty, misery, hunger, and gloom, which
have been vyour lot for centuries, and which year by year
and day by day are becoming even more terrible?
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Peasants of Albania, you who toil to exhaustion the
year round, tied all your life to the land drenched with
your sweat, who in rain and snow, ragged and always
hungry, strive and toil with all your strength; on top of
your centuries of oppression and enslavement, bloodthirsty
fascism and the traitors of our people, sworn enemies of
the workers and peasants, are trying to cast you forever
into the most dreadful condition, into the blackest obscuri-
ty, into perpetual enslavement.

The Italian fascist invaderst fell upon our country like
a ravenous beast, they fell upon our fields to enslave us,
to plunder us, to bleed us white, to exterminate us. They
invaded our plains and our mountains, our hills and val-
leys, and wherever their filthy jackboots trod, the grass
no longer grows; the spectre of war has spread over the
whole of our beautiful country. The despicable fascists
turned our country into a battlefield, destroyed our towns
and villages, they sowed ‘terror and misery; they killed
our people with their bombs and destroyed our Vvillages,
which became targets for their aircraft; they looted our
livestock and our property to feed the executioners of the
Albanian people.

ALBANIAN PEASANT BROTHERS!

Vile fascism, the invader of our country, and such
traitors as Mustafa Kruja and his cronies are endeavour-

1 On April 7, 1939, fascist Italy attacked Albania and occupied
it in a few days. Despite the betrayal of King Zog and his clique,
the Albanian people were not subdued. Groups of patriots fought,
arms in hand, against the occupiers right from the first day of
aggression.
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ing to seize our lands and turn them into the property of
the fascist robbers; Mustafa Kruja, the major partner of
the rapacious Italian companies, is doing his utmost to lay
hands on the wealth of our country; the fascist banks are
endeavouring to rob the lands which should rightly be
your property, for it is you who sweat to till them: they
are trying to turn our Vvillagers into hungry slaves; they
are trying to take away everything we have, to suck us
dry and starve us to death, to make it easier to oppress us.
They are plundering the riches of our soil and our mineral
resources to feed their war machine, to feed their blood-
thirsty hordes, the oppressors of our country. They have
plundered the oil of Kugova and Patos, they are plunder-
ing our mines, taking our maize and wheat, robbing us
of our livestock, destroying our forests, and stealing
our wool.

Bloodthirsty fascism and the traitors of our people are
trying to rob us of our national identity, wipe out our
mother tongue, doing their utmost to corrupt our sons,
and trying to eliminate our admirable customs; in the
place of the hospitality and respect for a guest of our
proud people, they are trying to substitute the despicable
vices of fascism, with their immorality they are trying to
debauch us, to dishonour our mothers and sisters.

Bloodthirsty fascism, the occupier of our country, and
his agents, with Mustafa Kruja the traitor at the head, are
inflicting deep wounds on our people. They are conscript-
ing the sons of the peasantry and the people, and sending
them to be kiled for the hangmen Hitler and Mussolini;
they are mobilizing the most despised and weak-willed
scum of the Albanian people into their milita and police
force in order to drive us into the most terrible of wars,
a fratricidal war.
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The enemy and his despicable tools, with the aid of
Mustafa Kruja's  traitorous government, are  jailing  and
murdering the loyal sons of our people. They want us to
stain our hands with the blood of the neighbouring peo-
ples who are fighting for their freedom. They are trying
to split us into Christians and Muslims.

PEASANT BROTHERS OF ALBANIA!

In this sacred war waged by the Albanian people to
win lasting freedom you are the most important factor for
our victory. The enemy knows that you are the living
forces of the country, it knows that the wunity of your
forces with the entire Albanian people will mean a speedy
and terrible death to fascism. This is precisely why the
enemy and the traitors have exerted all their efforts to
squeeze you dry, to rob you and leave you to die of starva-
tion. Fascism is endeavouring to seize everything  you
possess, it has left you without oil, it is trying to take your
wheat, maize, oil, wool and livestock. The traitor Musta-
fa Kruja is busy organizing the plunder of the peasantry,
whose fate is closely linked with the soil of our country.
He wants your sweat and blood to keep the thieves of
Mussolini  and Hitler  alive, to  maintain  their  military
budget, and this year the traitor Mustafa Kruja is trying to
squeeze the last little bit from you. T7he enemy is demand-
ing to buy a second portion of your grain with money for
which you can buy nothing in return. He has increased
your taxes tenfold, has increased the /levy on livestock, and
is raising them everyday. Now Mustafa Kruja has dropped
all pretence and is wielding the law in order to seize your
grain, and is threatening to hang any peasant who tries to
keep his grain to feed himself and his children.
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Mustafa Kruja the traitor is trying to feed you on
lies and demagogy, speaking of a “Great Albania”?, of a
“liberated Kosova”.

To the deviry of the enemy, and to his oppression we
should respond with guns; we should wage our war more
and more fiercely, not allowing the enemy a moment’s
respite to act with a free hand against our people. Every
true Albanian should become conscious of his duty to our
people. With pride and self-sacrifice, he should speed the
day of the liberation of our homeland.

A terrible famine threatens our peasantry, therefore
keep your grain for yourselves and your own families, help
your relatives and pay not a single grain in tithes to the
greedy government, for them to speculate with and sell
back to you later at ten times the price. Unite in every
village and one Vvillage with another to defend by force
of arms your grain and produce which the government is
seeking to seize from you. The grain which you have har-
vested with so much toil belongs to you alone and to no
one else. Do not surrender it to anyone, hide it away, Ahide
your produce, because it belongs to you and your families.
Hide it away, otherwise next winter famine will stalk your
homes.

2 In order to consolidate their position in the Balkans, the
Italian occupiers, leaning on the traitors of the country, aroused
the old national feuds and chauvinism of the reactionary classes
of the Balkan states towards kindling the hostilities of our people
with the Yugoslav and Greek neighbouring people and keeping
the former away from the National Liberation War. Italy enlarged
its occupied area to set up "“Great Albania” which included part
of the Albanian land left beyond the state borders by the 1913
London Conference of the Ambasadors of imperialist powers. But
our communists and people were not taken in by fascist demagogy.
They exposed this policy and pursued the road of war against the
fascist occupiers and of collaboration with neighbouring peoples
in their liberation struggle against the common enemy, relying
on the people’s right of self-determination.
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By holding back the grain, by refusing to pay taxes
and the livestock levy you are fulfilling part of your duty
to your homeland and at the same time saving the grain
for your families, who are threatened by famine. In this
way we can help the struggle of the Albanian people; in
this way we shall hasten the day of liberation, for we have
confidence in our victory, in our united forces, because,
as a popular saying goes, where there is unity, there is
victory.

PEASANTS OF ALBANIA!

In this terrible war, in which the destiny of all man-
kind is at stake, the Albanian people, with their age-old
traditions,  with  their  militant  freedom-loving  spirit,  are
following in the footsteps of their forefathers who fought
for the freedom of their homeland against invaders and
traitors.

The Albanian people have declared merciless war on
the sworn enemy of our country.

In town and countryside, the sons of our people are
fighting furiously against the hated occupiers and traitors,
the pure blood of our sons is flowing in the streets of towns
and villages in Albania. They fall as heroes for the free-
dom of our country, they go to the scaffold with a smile on
their lips, for they have fulfiled their duty to their peo-
ple. They cannot live without freedom, for they cannot
see their own people suffer under the foulest yoke our
country has ever known. Our people’s uprising is gather-
ing momentum day by day, our people are uniting, and
building their strength to strike down the enemy and the
traitors  without mercy. The Albanian people are forming
a common front to win their freedom, they are uniting
their forces with those of the people of the Soviet Union,
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the homeland of the workers and peasants, with those of
the democratic British and American people, they are fight-
ing shoulder to shoulder with the other peoples enslaved
by fascism; the Albanian people are taking part in the
struggle to save mankind from the fascist barbarians. As
in the days long ago, when our forefathers, under the ban-
ner of Scanderbeg3, ceaselessly fought the invaders of our
country, so we, their worthy sons, under the banner of
Scanderbeg, go into battle against the foul fascist invaders
and traitors, for the true liberation of the Albanian people.

PEASANTS, DO NOT PAY THE TITHES, DO NOT
GIVE UP A SINGLE GRAIN OF WHEAT, OR STRAND
OF woolL!

DO NOT PAY THE LIVESTOCK LEVY AND
TAXES!

AID THE ALBANIAN PEOPLE’'S WAR AGAINST
THE OCCUPIER, A WAR OF PARTISAN UNITS AND
SABOTAGE!

DOWN WITH RAPACIOUS FASCISM, THE MON-
GREL MUSTAFA KRUJA AND THE MILITIA!

DOWN WITH FRATRICIDE AND THE BLIND
TOOLS OF FRATRICIDAL WAR!

LONG LIVE THE UNITY OF THE ALBANIAN
PEOPLE!

LONG LIVE THE ALBANIAN PEOPLE’'S WAR
AGAINST THE OCCUPIER!

LONG LIVE FREE ALBANIA!

3 Gjergj Kastrioti — Scanderbeg (1408-1468), the Albanian Na-
tional Hero, fought for 25 consecutive years against the Turkish
hordes.
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LONG LIVE THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF
ALBANIA, THE STANDARD-BEARER OF THE FIGHT
FOR FREEDOM!

The Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Albania

First  published in  "Principal Works, vol. 1.
Documents of the PLA”, vol. 1,
Tirana 1960



“ZERI I POPULLIT”! FIRST ISSUE EDITORIAL

August 25, 1942

“ZERI 1 POPULLIT”

has one mission, and one purpose: to unite the entire
Albanian people around this paper, to unite everyone who
is honest and anti-fascist,  regardless of  religious  beliefs,
political  groups, and various trends. “Zéri i Popullit” is
determined to make war on the occupiers.

Why has “Zé&ri i Popullit” appeared?

To provide our people with a road to salvation, to
show them who has trampled the Albanian people under-
foot, who brought these countless woes upon them, deso-
lated our country with smoke and flames in 1939, reduced
half of Albania to ruins during an entire year; who has
left our people without food, taking all the products of
the country and all the grain, who has taken away the olive
oil, the wool, and the petroleum that flows like water from
our soil, who has left the peasant without bread and salt.
All  these evils have been brought about solely by the
occupier and Italian fascism, and by the war which is
nothing but the off-spring of fascism.

By means of “Tomori”2 and of well-paid hacks, headed
by that jackal Hilmi Leka3, the Italian fascists are trying

1 Organ of the CPA, founded on decision of the CC of the
CPA, and directed by comrade Enver Hoxha.

2 Fascist daily paper (March 1940 — September 1943).

3 Director of the "“Tomori” fascist paper, and minister of
culture in the quisling government of Mustafa Kruja.
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to convince us that we should be content with our lot, for
it is war time, but these well-fed gentlemen forget to say
that it is not we who brought the war, but the Duce and
the fascist occupier.

The Albanian people sent no special invitation to the
hangmen of Rome. Indeed, the occupiers must have very
clear memories of how the Albanian people farewelled
them in 19204, or have the Duce and the hacks of “Tomori”
forgotten these things?

Who spilled our people’'s blood and drove them into
fratricide? The fascist occupiers. Having seized our land
and trampled underfoot all the rights which we had won
with great bloodshed, they have now armed and mobilized
the most degenerate section of our people into their militia,
carabinieri, and police force, and set them to track down
the sons of this people, the cream of our youth, and the
fighters who are shedding their pure blood for one sacred
aim: for an independent free and democratic Albania.

Entire towns and \villages are red with the blood of
our sons; in Shkodra, Durrés, Tirana, Kor¢a and Kruja
dozens of boys have fallen as martyrs under the bullets
of the enemy and the bloodhounds of the fifth column.

Today, young Albanians in hundreds are languishing
in the dungeons of the traitorous executioners of the
Albanian people and the Albanian race. Hundreds of the
sons of the eagle are exiled among the harsh rocky islands
of fascist Italy.

Since fascist Italy first set foot on Albanian soil, our
people have not had one day of peace, but they have
known how to fight. They have stood Ilike men, and
when some have fallen they have understood why. The

4 This refers to the war of the Albanian people against the
Italian imperialists in Vlora in 1920. The war ended with the
victory of the patriotic forces, which drove the occupier into the
sea and liberated the Vlora city and its hinterland.
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victims, the prisoners in the jails, the internees and the
partisans in the mountains testify how the people hate
fascist Italy.

This  newspaper, this true tribune of the Albanian
people, will tell our people about these things.

“Zéri i Popullit” will denounce the number one agent
of fascism, Mustafa Merlika. “Zéri i Popullit” will de-
nounce the agents of the fratricidal war.

“Zéri i Popullit” will mercilessly denounce the fascist
demagogy of “Tomori” and its hacks.

“Zéri i Popullit” will rally all the Vvirile energies of

the Albanian people, the energies of all those who have
understood once and for all that,

"Freedom s won,
It is not donated.”

“Zéri i Popullit” will be a tribune with its columns
open to all the fighters for freedom without distinction
as to class or religion, to all those Albanians who want
to help us with deeds, and not with idle talk, in the true
liberation of Albania.

“Zéri i Popullit” will be the genuine tribune of the
Call to Arms for the WNational Liberation War, in which
our war against the bloodthirsty occupiers will be describ-
ed and read about.

“Zéri i Popullit” will be the tribune where the people
will learn the truth as it really is, the naked truth.
“Zéri i Popullit” will tell our people where our friends

are, in Albania and abroad.

We know that in their fight for freedom, our people
are not alone, but have many strong and resolute friends
throughout the world.

Al the freedom-loving people of the world, from
heroic China to the heroic people of Yugoslavia and
France, are with us.
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The three great allies are fighting today for one aim:
to crush fascism.

The Soviet Union, with the Red Army of workers
and peasants headed by comrade Stalin, leads the way
as the vanguard. Then come the two great democraciess:
Britain and America, two great powers with colossal eco-
nomies, which are preparing for a second front in EuropeS.

Some time ago 28 countries adhered to the “London
Pact”? which guarantees the people freedom and collective
peace, guarantees the people the final wiping out of bloody
fascism.

“Zéri i Popullit” will be the tribune of the unity,
in which our fight for freedom and the fight of the
freedom-loving peoples of Europe will be reflected.

This is the one and only aim we have with “Z&ri i
Popullit”.

First published in Works, vol. 1.
"Zéri i Popullit”, N° 1,
August 25, 1942

5 A denomination for Britain and the USA, which were fight-
ing against the fascist states, to make a distinction between their
bourgeois democratic order and the fascist political order in
Germany, Japan, Italy and elsewhere.

6 It had been decided that the second front would be opened
by Britain and the USA in 1942. But the US and British govern-
ments were not as good as their words. They opened this front
only in June 1944.

7 The “London Pact” was signed in May 1942 between the
Soviet Union and Great Britain on an alliance in the war against
Hitlerite Germany and its satellites in Europe as well as on post-
war cooperation and reciprocal aid.



FACED WITH THE FAILURE OF THEIR PLANS, THE
LUOGOTENENZA! AND THE TRAITORS ENDEAVOUR
TO FIND A “MODUS VIVENDI"*

November 1942

During these vyears of the enslavement of our beloved
country, the Albanian people have not forgotten the
manoeuvres of fascism and its tools, traitors to our coun-
try. To every Albanian, from a five-year-old child to
the oldest man, the aims of fascism in invading Albania
are crystal-clear, but fascism has been trying to fool the
people with vile and ridiculous manoeuvres, to throw dust
in their eyes in order to achieve its goal more easily. But
fascism had to deal with a people who cannot be easily
taken in, and the Albanian people smashed these ma-
noeuvres, exposed them one after another, and are shower-
ing more and more blows and kicks upon fascism and the
traitors.

Here we shall point out to our people the way in
which fascism is trying to enslave us, to have us fight one
another, to divide us so that it can dominate and rule us.

let us start from the very beginning. There is no
need to comment on how the Albanian people reacted to

1 The administrative apparatus of the Italian occupation
regime in Albania, which exercised plenipotentiary power on be-
half of Victor Emanuel III and Mussolini.

* Modus vivendi” (Lat.) — mode of living, here implying a way
out.
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the Italian invasion, but we need to comment on the com-
ing of the Italians here. After tossing into the sea the
dead bodies of their soldiers which had littered the docks
and harbours of Durrés, Vlora, and Saranda, after wash-
ing away the blood which had stained our shores, the
fascists entered our towns with their trumpets and bugles,
flying their colourful ribbons, the plumes of the bersag-
lieri gleamed as once in Caporetto and Guadalajara?2, and
later on in Abyssinia (Ethiopia), Eritrea, Somalia and else-
where. Their painted emblems, Lictor's fasces, were
brought in shiploads, together with ribbons and shiny tin
medals, because they imagined they were dealing with the
Zulu blacks, who could be deceived with glass beads.

They sent us Count Ciano3, dressed up like a cabaret
queen; and this dandy, who a year ago was godfather to
Zog's child, with his hand on his heart and hair gleaming
with  brilliantine, tried to convince us that the Italians
had come to liberate us from “the tyrants of our people”.
But the Albanian people did not fall for this and the
Pepinos* had to change their tune. Like all invaders who
aim at enslaving the peoples, but who are still far from
achieving their dark aims, the Italian fascists needed time
and calm to land their soldiers and ammunitions so that
they could quietly fleece our people, rob them of every-
thing they had, and in the end, send them to die for
fascism. To achieve this aim, fascism got to work to-
gether with its hirelings. They pained our ears with
their prattle  about Roman civilization (read: fascist civil-

2 In March 1937, in Guadalajara of Spain the revolutionary
republican troops routed some Italian fascist divisions, which were
attacking in the direction of Madrid.

3 Galeazzo Ciano — minister of foreign affairs of fascist Italy
from 1936 to 1943.

4 Ttalian fascists.
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zation). The opening of dopolavoros* began. The Albanian
Fascist  PartyS forcibly enrolled members  without asking
their consent; they began to organize the schools in the
fascist way, and started to organize the GLAS. “Duce”,
“Count Ciano”, “fascism” and “Alala!”, bleated the hacks.
These rogues started to parade in their black crow
uniforms. The building of barracks for the needs of the
fascist army, and some buildings for the fascist hierarchy
began, as did the organization of systematic robbery. The
Italian companies, the banks, the bandits rushed in; the
network of leeches was being organized to suck our peo-
ple dry; Count Ciano paid repeated visits to Jacomoni?
to collect the profits, and finally, the ex-emperor of
Ethiopia, the dwarf Victor Emmanuel, came too. This was
the last manoeuvre which fascism resorted to. The Al-
banian people did not lose their bearings. They had
made up their minds, began their resistance and the ex-
posure of fascism. The Albanian Fascist Party became
a center of spies. No one but the crows went to their
dopolavoros and GLA-s. The Albanian youth, whom the
fascists tried to dress up in the fancy uniforms of the
Balilas®# and Avanguardisti®, whom they tried to teach

* Dopolavoro (It.) — after-work, fascist club to mislead the
working people.

5 It was set up by the Italian fascists in April 1939, immediately
following the occupation of Albania. It was a branch of the Italian
Fascist Party and acted under its directions.

6 GLA (Gioventu del Littorio Albanese) — the Albanian Lictor’s
Youth, fascist youth organization.

7 Francesco Jacomoni — former plenipotentiary minister of
fascist Italy to the Zog government, viceroy of the Italian king
till March 1943.

8 This was the name used by the fascists for the children
in their organizations.

9 The members of the fascist organization for the youth up
to 17 years of age were called Avanguardisti.
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to march and think “like fascists”, expressed their opinion,
and expressed it so well in strikes and demonstrations
that the Italianization of the schools and the fascist cul-
ture became a thing of the past. The people saw that the
short period of work, building roads and barracks, when
the workers’” wages were raised slightly, was just a bubble,
because the cost of living went sky-high, banknotes drop-
ped like autumn leaves and all the wealth of our land was
being systematically plundered.

Our people stood up and fought the occupier and the
traitors in streets, and the visits by Count Ciano and other
fascist parasites were ended by the bullet an Albanian lad
fired at the dwarf Victor Emmanuell.

Another manoeuvre fascism tried to wuse to divide our
people and to prepare for the war against Greece, was
the tool of religion. “Muslims and Christians, Orthodox
and Catholics, attack one another!” But, the opposite
occurred.  “Albanian  patriotism is the religion for the
Albanian” and  ‘“our faith and religion is the Albanian
nation”. The fascists thought that these were only words.
Yes, they were nothing but words to the hirelings; but
for the Albanian people they were Iimplanted deep in their
hearts and nurtured with the blood of our martyrs of the
Albanian  renaissance, with the blood of Papa Kristo Nego-
vanj, Petro Nini Luaras, Koto Hoxhj Naim Frashéri and
others. The war in Greece stripped all the gloss off the
fascist emblems and left the plumes of the bersaglieri
dropping, but our country footed the bil. Mustafa Mer-
lika, Djevat Kortcha (read: Xhevat Korga, and dont be
surprised  that His Excellency, the Albanian Minister of

10 In May 1941, in Tirana, the Albanian worker Vasil Lagi
made an attempt at the life of Victor Emmanuel III who had come
to visit Albania.
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Education, writes his name in a foreign way. The ex-
planation is clear: to him the Albanian people are savages),
or the likes of Irffan Ohri, Ndue Paluca, Filip Fishta,
Vangjel Koga and Terenc Togi, etc., are not the Albanian
people. The people could not endure scoundrels on their
backs; they began their war, organized their resistance,
sharpened their ~ weapons, and the Luogotenenza had
to change its tactics, because its first manoeuvre did not
go smoothly, the fascist thieves had reckoned  without
their host, they had forgotten the host who was waiting
in the street for the settlement of his bill. So the Albanian
people stood up and said: enough!

The new manoeuvre is radically different from the
first because it is based on fascist terror. The host who
said “enough” has ruined the sleep of the fascists and
traitors; they have begun to tremble before the Albanian
people, and measures have to be taken. Fascism has to
use terror, but it cannot forget demagogy either. It needs
to use terror, but also to maintain the appearance of the
Luogotenenza as the “big-hearted friend of the Albanian
people”.

As the Duce’s henchman, Jacomoni must keep a door
open for some other manoeuvre which he thinks may
work. In short the fascist invaders have understood as
perfectly as two and two make four that they are openly
at war with the Albanian people, that their position here
is becoming critical, that their ammunition stores are
insecure, that their army is in danger, that their positions
in Greece are shaky, and it is becoming impossible to
send aid to the fascist troops in Yugoslavia; in short, all
the people of the Balkans, oppressed wunder fascism, are
becoming a terrible threat. The fascist generals have

openly admitted that fascism has to fight on the Balkan
front, too.
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Albania, therefore, is the nerve centre of this Balkan
front, and a remedy must be found for the situation that
has been created. Fascism believed that it had found the
remedy in bringing to power the greatest blackguard, the
worst of thieves, the traitor Mustafa Merlika, the Quislinglt
of our country. Fascism had looked after this old spy,
had fattened him on Italian lire in order to use him when
the going would become difficult. And this “big shot”
of fascism assured Jacomoni that “he could twist the Al-
banian people around his little finger and that he was so
able (sic!) that in a short time even the most humble
Albanian would live and breathe fascism.” But it turned
out that this hangman did not know the Albanian people
well, whereas the Albanian people knew all about this vile
agent.

Mustafa Merlika racked his brains. Both the fascists
and he saw that the Communist Party, the party of the
people who toil and suffer, was leading the broad masses
of our people with a sure hand towards victory, towards
liberty and salvation. Fascism and the traitors saw for
themselves that the blood of our comrades who had fallen
as martyrs for the freedom of the people flowed through
towns and villages, and steeled sound Albanian hearts and
energies.

They saw that the Communist Party of Albania was
in the forefront of the struggle of our people, that at
each moment it showed the way with the torch of freedom,
and that black crow who bears the name of Mustafa
Merlika, set about his traitorous work once more and
came out as a nationalist (sic!), as though the people did
not recognize this former member of the Durrés govern-

11 The word "“quisling” has been introduced as a synonym
of the word traitor and derives from Quisling — prime minister
and chief of the Norwegian fascists, who betrayed his own country
into the occupation by Hitlerite Germany in 1940.
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ment12 (sold out to the Italians), as though they did not
know the anti-patriot who had fought against the Con-
gress of Lushnjal3, as though they did not recognize the
resident of the town of Zaral4, who was stuffed with lire
by Mussolini, as though they did not know the man who
congratulated Mussolini  on the “Tirana Pact”5 concluded
between fascist Italy and Zog, the man who prepared the
April 7 invasion, the spy who, together with Qazim Ko-
culité, endeavoured to convince the Albanians that “Italy
will come to Albania to liberate us.”

The traitor Merlika imagined that it was easy to make
slaves of the Albanians.

“What do the Albanian people want, these people
whom my lackey, Djevat Kortcha, «calls ‘savage’, and what
do we want?” Mustafa the traitor asked himself. And, of
course, he found the answer himself, with the aid of his

12 This government was set up in December 1918 and was
made up of Albanians in the service of Italian imperialism.

13 The Congress of Lushnja, convened on January 28, 1920,
repudiated the secret Treaty of London of 1915 for the partition
of Albania, demanded its complete independence, declared the
deposition of the traitorous Durrés government, and elected the
new national government.

14 Former name of Zadar, town on the Dalmatian coast of
the Adriatic, where the fascist group of Albanian exiles, directed
and financed by the Italian fascists and headed by Mustafa Kruja,
had its quarters.

15 “The Tirana Pact” was signed in November 1926 in Tirana
between fascist Italy and the government of Ahmet Zog. This pact
sanctioned the interference of Italy in the internal affairs of
Albania. Mustafa Kruja, on behalf of the Albanian fascist group
in Zara, sent a special congratulation to Mussolini on this occasion.

16 Extraordinary commissar of Mustafa Kruja in the battle
against the Vlora population in 1943. Following the defeat of the
Italian and Albanian fascists in this battle, Qazim Koculi was in
his turn shot by the fascists.
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other lackey, a certain Kottel?”, who at one time didn't
have two leks to buy himself a packet of cigarettes, and
now has money and shares to gamble with:

"The Albanian people want freedom; they want to
wipe us from the face of the earth, and the Albanian
people are led by an iron hand, by the Communist Party
of Albania, which gives us not a moments respite, but
attacks us and exposes  US. The Communist Party is
bringing  about  the genuine  unification of all  political
trends in the country which hate us, and soon a tempest
will  be stimred up and crash upon our heads. Whereas,
the traitor continues, we want to live while the people suf-
fer, rot, and die so that we can satisfy our greed. Fascism,
with which we have linked ourselves closely, must triumph
and the Italian occupier must strike deep roots in Albania,
or we are doomed. To be able to achieve this, we must
use terror against the communists, and for the time being
demagogy towards all the other political trends which are
uniting against us.”

So the traitor came out in the mask of nationalism,
while the Luogotenenza rubbed its hands, for its tool, the
traitor Mustafa Kruja and his cronies, had everything lined
up.

The manoeuvre began, but it ended in fiasco.

And the traitors bleated: “We are fighting for a free
independent Albania in the framework (read: under the
yoke) of the fascist empire (read: ex-empire); take no
notice of the communists, for they have sold out, and we
have not, because they destroy the family, and we build it,
because they destroy the honour of women, and we pre-
serve it (an example is Kolé Bibé Mirakaj, the moralist

17 Kostandin Kotte, member of the Mustafa Kruja cabinet
and director of the paper “Roja Kombétare” (the “National
Guardian”).
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and minister of that vile place, the fascist headquarters
(fascio), a name which our people apply to another place*

Kolé Biba, who knows very well, and has taught the
people how much fascism defends the honour of women).
We are a nationalist government (sic!) which together with
the Duce will make a happy Albania. And here is proof
of this. We are giving you back your original flag, over
which you are organizing demonstrations and being killed
in the streets. Is it worth doing all this for a scrap of
flag? Nothing like this has ever happened under fascist
regime. Although at one time we raised the fascist emblem
with so much pomp close to the eagle, and now throw it
into the rubbish bin, this does not matter to us. What
matters to us is that the Albanian people stay quiet, content
with things as they are, so that fascism can plunder at its
leisure, destroy the Albanian youth, and send the people to
die for the hangmen Mussolini and Hitler.” However, these
tricks did not work. The Albanian people did not swallow
the business of the original flag, for they know that they
themselves  with  bloodshed and  sacrifice  will raise the
banner of Scanderbeg high in a free Albania, without
fascists and without traitors. The propaganda against the
communists did not work because the people are well aware
of who the communists are, that they are their own sons,
their honest and courageous sons, who are fighting and
dyving for one thing only, for the salvation of the Albanian
people from the clutches of the enemy. The fascist occu-
piers and the traitors endeavoured to mobilize the people
and send them to fight and die in Libya and on the Russian
front on Mussolini's behalf. The people vividly recall the
frequent visits and fiery speeches of Mustafa the traitor

* The word “fascio” was used at that time in Albania to
refer to the toilet.
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in the barracks, at banquets, in the mountains of Albania,
speeches in which the “glorious” army of the Duce fought
so ‘“valiantly” against the Greeks that the bersaglieri lost
their plumes. The people have read the articles by those
hirelings of “Tomori”, articles which are served up as
letters allegedly written by Albanian soldiers who fell on
the sands of Libya cheering for the Duce, by Albanian
soldiers “who fought with such zeal against the Bolshe-
viks”. These speeches and these articles bear the traitors’
brand, and though the enemy signed them with names,
like Fetah Baruti*, the powder was damp and did not
ignite, because our people cannot be deceived with such
nonsense. The Albanian will lay down his life for the
freedom of Albania, but not for Hitler or Mussolini. When
this mobilization for the slaughter failed, the fascists and
the traitors produced other slogans, “the Serb and Greek
spectre”, “Great Albania” and the “Albanian militia”.

The question of “Great Albania” is the question of
suffering Albania, the suffering of our brothers in Kosova.
This fascist “Great Albania” is a bitter trick played at the
expense of our people and the people of Kosova (when
we speak of "“Great Albania”, we have to exclude part of
Kosova and GCaméria, not because there are no Albanians
there, but that is of no account, since Nedichl8, who has
occupied that part of Kosova, is a fascist, too; similarly,
the fascist government of Athens is the servant of fascism).
The speeches and visits began, experts began to come steal-
thily to wretched Kosova in order to plunder and bleed it,
as if it had not already been plundered and bled by the

*Baruti (Alb.) — powder.

18 Premier of the Serbian collaborationist government in
1941-1944.



THE ENEMY SEEK A “MODUS VIVENDI” 53

Belarukos® and  Stoiadinoviches20. The jackals of fascism
and the hireling hacks, such as Hilmi Lekaxhiu* and Vangjel
Koga, trumpeted that this year we should have plenty of
bread, that the wheat of Kosova would fill Albania (read:
the fascists hierarchy would fill their pockets; and proof
of this are the demonstrations for bread in Vlora, Elbasan,
Korca, and Gijirokastra; and at what time? At threshing
time!). The traitors cried that we would have ample bread,
but instead the forcible seizure of the wheat, wool, and
livestock of our people began. . . The Albanian people
could not endure this villainy; they took up arms to defend
their homeland, to defend the Iland which others were
seeking to seize, to defend the wheat others were trying
to steal, to defend the honour of their families, the honour
of the Albanian women. The blood of the brave patriots,
and fighters for freedom, whom the fascist occupiers and
the traitors had labelled “sold out”, flowed in the streets
of towns and villages, and our mountains were swarming
with the units of partisans2? and volunteer fighters for
freedom.

19 Bands of the "“Belaruko”, Yugoslav terrorist committee,
created in Yugoslavia during the reign of King Alexander Ka-
rageorgevich.

20 Milan Stoiadinovich, prime minister of Yugoslavia during
1935-1939, a rabid chauvinist. In March 1937 he signed an agree-
ment on “neutrality” with the Italian fascist government which
gave Italy a free hand to act against Albania.

* Intentional alteration of Hilmi Leka’s name (the lek is
Albania’s monetary unit, whence Lekaxhi, venal).

21 Parallel with the union of the people in the National Lib-
eration Front and with the setting up of the councils took place
the extension and strengthening of the partisan armed warfare.
The gquerrilla units constituted the first stage of this war. The
partisan movement assumed a wide extension and a higher degree
with the setting up of the partisan units (detachments). Com-
munists from towns, communist youth and sympathizers of the
movement, tested in guerrilla warfare, were assigned to form the
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The enemy felt the force of our people. He saw that
his efforts had failed, that measures had to be taken, but
at the same time the Luogotenenza had to deceive the peo-
ple, saying “the Italians have nothing against you. They
like you, so manage your own affairs among yourselves,
and we will even change the name of the Albanian Fascist
Party and «call it the National Fascist (sic!) Party of Al-
bania.” “Forget the main enemy,” the Luogotenenza went
on, “and seize each other by the throat; Mustafa Kruja and
company are precisely for this purpose.” And Mustafa
Merlika and company carried out the boss’" plan. He
began to mobilize the Albanian fascist militia, he mobilized
the most degenerate hooligans, vagabonds and thieves as
policemen and spies, and set them to fratricide. The traitor
is shedding our people’s blood, kiling our sons and dis-
honouring our families. He has thrown into jail hundreds
of patriots whose only crime is that they want a free Al-
bania. But the Albanian people do not tremble and fear
neither  prison nor internment, neither bullets nor the
noose; in the hearts of our people there is nothing but
hatred for fascists and traitors; hatred and revenge. The
Albanian people are united to a man against the occupier,
the National Liberation Front has been created?2 and is
being steeled in battle.

partisan units. With them as a nucleus, the units grew in numbers,
drawing from the peasantry mainly. The countryside became the
basis and the main source for them. The commander and the
political commissar were at the head of the partisan unit.

22 On September 16, 1942, at Peza, in the vicinity of Tirana,
was held a conference with the participation of nationalists of
various trends, besides the communists. The CPA, which was the
organizer of the conference, was the sole political party to attend
it. The conference elected the National Liberation General Council
and adopted unanimously the platform of the National Liberation
War as elaborated by the CPA. It laid the foundations of the
National Liberation Front.
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The fascists, with Jacomoni, Merlika, Kolé Biba and
their like, are becoming panic-stricken.  Conference after
conference is being held at the Luogotenenza to find an-
other prescription, a way out, a “modus vivendi”.

In order to confuse the simpletons who still have hopes
of some sort of compromise with the occupiers, the Luo-
gotenenza has sent its spies, Terenc Togi, Kolé Biba and
others, General Gabrielli22 and Del Monte24, to talk to these
elements and sound them out, while encouraging their day
dreams.

The spy Terenc Togi, “broken-hearted” as though he
has to bear all the woes of the Albanian people on his
shoulders, is wailing, high and low, and spreading what
Jacomoni  taught him. This agent of the Luogotenenza
whispers that “it cant go on like this”, that “this Mustafa
Merlika is not taking a correct stand”, “this and that are
not right”, that “the Luogotenenza wishes Albania well”,
that “we should fix something up”, that “it is true that the
fascist symbol is not for the Albanians”, that “we must
change this and that”. In short, Terenc Togi means: “Let
whoever is fool enough (for the whole world knows that
Terenc Togi is the most villainous spy to come out of Cala-
bria25) come and open his heart to me, and tomorrow Il
send him to the cooler (i.e. to prison), while the others, who
find my work to their taste, will be introduced to another
spy, to Papalilo, who will give them a wage and put them
to work.” But Jacomoni, Terenc Togi and Mustafa Merlika

23 Chief of the military cabinet attached to the fascist vice-
regency in Tirana.

24 TItalian fascist, an agent of the SIM (Italian military
intelligence).

25 A province in South Italy inhabited also by Albanians
emigrated from Albania since the 15th and 16th centuries to escape
Turkish persecutions and massacres. Terenc Togi, a Calabrian of
Albanian extraction, was an Italian fascist hierarch.
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and your like, you are deceiving yourselves. The people
know who their enemies are.

The tricks of the Luogotenenza are not succeeding. T7he
fascist occupier (s our enemy and you are its foul tools.
Your crimes weigh heavy upon you all, on you as well as
on  Jacomoni. The Albanian people will not compromise
with you. Our dealings with you will be settled with
guns, and our guns will triumph. Your manoeuvres to
split us up have not succeeded. No one can ever destroy
our people’s National Liberation Front, nobody can ever
make the Albanian youth swerve from the glorious road of
the fight for freedom. Nor can vyour threats against the
Albanian teachers ever intimidate them, for they are not
afraid of you. They know their duty towards the home-
land and the people. The martyrs of our people, who
have shed their blood for freedom, have taught them their
duty, and they do not wait to be taught it by the Italians
and agents of the Italians. The Albanian youth scorn-
fully reject all your efforts, such as the leaflet you allegedly
issued “clandestinamente”*, the garbage entitted “The Echo
of Truth”26, “press organ of active groups of Albanian (sic!)
national (sic!) youth.”

The people realized at once that this smelt of treachery
and Italian lire, and put it where such paper belongs.
in the fascio.

Here is how this abortive work was brought forth
from the mind of Jacomoni the diplomat (sic!). The
fascists saw with alarm that the Albanian youth, who
follow the glorious traditons of our people, are in the
forefront of the war against the invader. The youth had
to be split. But how? In the chambers of the Luogotenenza

*“Clandestinamente” (It.) — secretly.

26 A fascist magazine, began publication at the end of October
1942 and put out only a few issues.
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emerged a certain Del Monte (an Italian spy), who, at a
time when his fellow countrymen were “scoring success
after success in the war against the Greeks”, pilfered the
funds assigned for the Albanian refugees suffering from
the war, and pocketed them.

Kolé Bibé Mirakaj (the moralist of fascism), Ndue
Paluca, Vangjel Koga and Filip Fishta, as well as some
three or four degenerate students attending the “univer-
sities” of the “Via Veneto” in Rome, had a téte-a-téte and
formed a group of nationalist youths (sic!) in order to use
the manoeuvre of division, and they named the group
BRUFSH27, which in their fascist language means: Banditi
Rinnegati  dell'Unione  Fascista  Skipetara, = which reads in
translation: traitorous thieves of the Albanian fascist union.
These vyouth, with the lire of the Luogotenenza, issued that
leaflet. These “pure-bred nationalists” (as you know your-
selves) have directed their struggle against: 1) communists,
2) nationalists, who sympathize with the communists, and
3) nationalists who wait and see (dear reader, you must
have understood at once who these beauties are, but hold
on, there is something else). The paper in question analy-
ses the situation so masterfully and with such telling ar-
guments that it makes you want to vomit, and you can
search till you are blue in the face but you will not find a
single word about Mussolini, Count Ciano, fascism, the
meetings of fascist party cells, as Kolé Biba (the
moralist of fascism) calls them; not a single Word about
Victor, Rome, or Caesar, and finally, not even the least
mention of Terenc Togi, who at a meeting, without
anyone asking him, but in order to secure his position
somewhat, said, “I have never been a spy”. On the con-
trary, there you will see that “this pure-bred (sic!) na-
tionalist ~ youth”, together with the “genuine nationalists”,

27 Union of Albanian University Fascist Youth (UAUFY).
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who have got down to creative activity (read: together
with the traitors who have got down to destructive ac-
tivity in our country), emerge with the flag of Scanderbeg
(the axes, as we have already told you, have been removed,
in order to deceive us). How smart this “pure-bred na-
tionalist youth” is! And just as valiant as it is smart; it can
even question the government, and pose not just one
question, but two.

1. “Where are the monuments to the heroes of our
nation?!” It is good that they put the exclamation mark,
for this relieves the people of the necessity to rack their
brains and find an answer. How you surprise us, you
rotten scum!

2. “Why do the organs of government not visit the
cellars of certain hoarders who have stored up food to
last them ten vyears?” (We need to note here something
which the “pure-bred nationalist youth” forgot). The peo-
ple should not get the idea that the word “hoarders” refers
to “genuine nationalists” such as Mustafa Merlika and his
brethren, Jacomoni and his clique, Terenc Togi and Roko,
Jonuz Shijaku, Gulielm Luka and others! No, the hoarders
are Meti, who owns a small café and has “hoarded” a pound
of coffee; Osman, who has “hoarded” ten pounds of beans
at home to keep the children alive; Smail, who has a tiny
restaurant in the old market, and has “hoarded” a few
gallons of olive oil for a rainy day! These are the hoarders
whom  Merlika’s government is tracking down and con-
demning for speculation. These are the hoarders who the
“pure-bred nationalist ~ youth” so  courageously ask the
government to hunt down. These are the “speculators”
about whom “Tomori” writes article after article. It is
they who live off the people, “they are the ones to blame,”
these “scoundrels” of shopkeepers, restaurant owners, cof-
fee house proprietors, porters and carters, and not the
fascists, not the likes of Merlika and others.
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See how low the fascists have fallen! All their ma-
noeuvres are proving ineffective; lackihng new ones, they
are obliged to start again with the old ones; to use them
over again to brainwash the masses, but no one listens to
them. Now, it is our turn to give them a piece of advice
and assure the fascists and the traitors that, if they take
our advice, the entire people wil certainly believe them
one hundred per cent.

They should tell our people about the sufferings and
misery of the Italian people, who for twenty years have
been preyed on by fascism; they should tell them about
the crimes of the fascist clique, its Vvillainy, the dishonour
brought upon the Italian people by those bandits, the Duce,
Ciano, etc. They should tell the people about the innu-
merable crimes they are committing throughout  Europe
with their boss Hitler, the arch-hangman, at the head.

Let Jacomoni and his friends tell about the intrigues,
thefts, and murders they are committing at the expense
of our people, let them tell about the crimes they plot in
the chambers of the Luogotenenza. Let Mustafa Merlika
and his running dogs tell about the treachery, thefts, and
cruelty they have inflicted on the Albanian people, let
Merlika tell us about the lire he has received from the
Duce for his work of betrayal, about the income he re-
ceives from his Italian partners in the general plunder of
the people. Let the “famous moralist of fascism”, Kolé
Biba, who howls like a stray dog that communism “destroys
the family”, and about “how well he protects the honour
of the family”, give examples to support his argument.

First published in Works, vol. 1.
"Zéri i Popullit;, N° 5-6,
November 1942



CIRCULAR TO THE PARTY ORGANIZATIONS OF THE
TIRANA REGION ON THE STRENGTHENING OF THE
PARTY AND THE REVOLUTIONARY SPIRIT

[November 1942]

Dear comrades,

In these grave moments, when our Party is leading the
people in the most savage war ever known to mankind,
in a life-or-death fight, at a time when the people
throughout the world have stood up to subdue the mad
beast, fascism, which is bleeding the people and trying to
enslave them, we observe with regret that certain com-
rades evade the duty with which they have been charged
and have forgotten their responsibilities towards our Party
and our people. These comrades think that the war can
be won by devoting an hour or two a week to the task.
They think that they have carried out their mission and
have done enough to earn the lofty title of party member
by attending a cell meeting once a week or once a fortnight,
while the rest of the time they sit by with folded arms to
watch events roll rapidly onwards, and thus they lag along
at the tail end of the movement.

In our Tirana organization! it is evident that not all
the comrades have that revolutionary drive that should

1 From the creation of the Party up to the beginning of 1943,
as well as leading the Provisional Central Committee of the CPA,
comrade Enver Hoxha was also Political Secretary of the Tirana
Regional Committee of the CPA.
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inspire everyone. On the contrary, we notice that some of
them are apathetic and have a petty-bourgeois spirit, to
such an extent that some are completely indifferent to the
tasks assigned to them, tasks which every communist mili-
tant who whole-heartedly Iloves the Party and is willing to
give his life for it should carry out with the conscientious-
ness, unselfishness and conscious discipline  which  charac-
terizes a genuine communist. The reports of the cells
clearly verify this laxity in the work. In general, these
reports point more to negligence by the comrades than to
any lack of knowledge of how to do the work. In the
meetings of the cells, which should be meetings where
all  our country's problems are seriously thrashed out,
where methods of work and struggle are laid down, where
comrades are assigned tasks that must be carried out with
mathematical precision, where methods of work and or-
ganization for educational groups and for conferences of
sympathizers and with the broad masses of the people are
studied, as often as not there is fruitless discussion on
trifing matters which have nothing to do with revolu-
tion. These meetings are dominated by a spirit of care-
lessness at work, by the attitude of “let's get the meeting
over with” and “send off a report to the committee”,
with not the slightest thought that the cell is the school of
the Party, its life and soul, on which success in the work
and victory depend, with no thought that the cell is the
pulse of the Party ensuring the triumph of the sacred cause
for which milions of comrades have given and will con-
tinue to give their lives.

We are living in critical times, when the masses are
in perpetual movement, and for the most part, favourable
for the development of our activity., But the comrades
do not take advantage of this. They neglect the masses
of the people, finding futile and ridiculous excuses, un-
worthy of a member of a communist party of the Lenin-
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Stalin type, excuses such as “I havent the time"”, or "I
have to go to the office”, or "I am too busy in my shop”,
or “my family is waiting for me”, and so on.

These comrades are not interested in the sympathizers’
groups, nor in developing new cadres, but are content to
report to the cell “There are three people in my group”,
“I have four in mine”. Quite often these groups of sym-
pathizers have never been brought together for a meeting,
nor has anything been done to educate them, raise their
level or uplift them. These are simply groups of sym-
pathizers eager to work and to fight, but unfortunately
neglected, while the comrades find the wusual pretext: “We
have nowhere to meet”.

The military question has been completely neglected,
just as though we were in the era of communism, in the
time when class society has disappeared, instead of which
we are engaged in a most savage war. The creation of
guerrilla units has been neglected, while the recruitment
of volunteers and partisans is not even mentioned. The
youth have been abandoned too; the comrades consider it
superfluous for them to involve themselves in this work
because, they say, there is a youth organization. “Let the
youth organization look after its own affairs”, some com-
rades say, “we have other work to do”. As for the educa-
tional groups entrusted to the comrades by the youth, in
general, the comrades show little interest in them, don't
bother to call meetings, and even despise them, opposing
the youth’s enthusiasm to work by using the title of party
member as an excuse to say, “We havent time, we have
other work to do”. It has been noticed that although
such elements call themselves party members, they are
precisely the ones who do not work, but on the contrary,
sabotage = whatever  their = comrades undertake, and the
party directives.
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Work with the women has also been left in a de-
plorable state. The comrades consider that work with the
women should be done only by women comrades, just as
they consider that only young members should work with
the vyouth; often the reports sent in by the comrades con-
tain such phrases as: “I have three women sympathizers”,
"I have two women”, “I have five girls”", or “let a woman
comrade deal with them”. Why do they behave like this?
The reason is simple: they want to get them off their
backs, they dont want to put themselves out, for they
want to be free to go to their offices or shops, and to go
about their lives without a worry in the world; the reason
for their behaviour is as simple as the party directives to
work among the women are clear.

As concerns the printing equipment and party publica-
tions, all the comrades shout, demand, criticize: Where is
the newspaper? Why doesnt the paper come out? Why
doesnt the magazine come out? The communiques are not
sufficient, we want books ! But they never rack their brains
or stop to ask themselves where these newspapers, maga-
zines and books, which they demand so authoritatively
and make such a fuss about, come from, whether they fall
from the sky, or require work by the comrades. Everyone
makes demands, but no one interests himself about the
poor printing equipment — one of the principal weapons of
our war. No one troubles himself to find a place where
this material can be printed, in spite of the unceasing
directives of the Central Committee about this very im-
portant work. Not only do they fail to concern themselves
with helping to produce the materials, but there are even
comrades who will not allow communiques to be left at
their homes for even half an hour unti a comrade can
come to get them to distribute in the organization. Obvious-
ly, this is only a small sacrifice for anyone who calls him-
self a party member, but unfortunately, there are some
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members within the organizaton who are not wiling to
contribute even that much.

As for security, it Is almost non-existent. It Is precisely
as though our organization were legal, if not worse. Every-
thing, every assignment, every action or movement, be-
comes common Kknowledge. The lack of security has reach-
ed the point of unwitting provocation. If someone is given
an assignment, he cannot rest until he has told his friend
about it; if someone is told where an illegal comrade lives,
he will lose his appetite unless he goes and tells his friend;
if something is discussed in a cell meeting the whole or-
ganization will get to know about it; when an action is
carried out, the whole world hears who did it. But when
disaster strikes, when the comrades are killed or captured,
when  printing  equipment s seized, everyone asks wide-
eyed: ‘“"How did it happen?” “Where is the provocateur?”
Comrades, we are the unwitting provocateurs. It is our
whispering to one another, our failure to maintain security,
which cause catastrophe.

In order to avoid any responsibility, to avoid work,
there is a general tendency among the comrades to resort
to such justifications as: “This is the concern of the re-
gional committee”, “the regional committee will do this”,
“the regional committee will find a place to house the
printing  equipment”,  “the  regional committee  does the
work with youth”, “the regional committee does the work
with  women”, “it is the regional committee’s job to solve
the security question”, “the regional committee will du-
plicate  the  communique”, “the regional = committee  will
translate the books”, “the manoeuvres of the enemy will
be exposed by the regional committee”, and finally, ‘it
is the regional committee’s fault”!

Those in the regional committee are comrades just like
you, and they work in conditions of illegality much more
difficult than vyours; the comrades of the regional com-
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mittee can make mistakes too, but those comrades who
justify themselves in the way I have mentioned are mak-
ing the great mistake of not doing any work at all. What
is the regional committee supposed to do when the cell
asks such questions as: “We have found a place that sells
alcohol at 16 leks a kilogram; is that cheap or dear?” The
comrades who ask such questions cant find out for them-
selves whether it is cheap or dear, but run to ask the
regional committee! What is the regional committee sup-
posed to do when two weeks’ activity of a six member cell
is summed up in the following report, excerpts from which
we give as an example of total inactivity: “We propose
that, on the occasion of the 7th of November (the report
reached us on the 10th of November) parcels of gifts be
made up to send to the partisans”. “Captain F.A. (entire-
ly unknown to the committee) is going to such-and-such a
place”. “We are giving you the name of someone who
reported that ‘three comrades participated in the National
Liberation Council.””

Dear comrades,

We must put an end to these lax methods of work
once and for al. We can never tolerate within the ranks
of our Party people who think the Party of Lenin and
Stalin is like the 2nd International, who consider it a re-
fugium peccatorum*, a place of refuge for loafers and slug-
gards, intriguers, careerists, cowardly elements with a
petty-bourgeois  spirit, with  no  spirit of sacrifice, and
elements who regard our Party as a republic of comrades,
a place where discipline and security are abandoned.

We have not tolerated them, and we will not tolerate
them; the party decisions will strike ruthlessly at them.

*Refugium peccatorum (Lat.) — refuge of sinners.
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We turn to you, dear comrades, comrades who love
the Party with all their hearts, who are always ready to
sacrifice your lives for our sacred cause, who day and night
think and fight for the triumph of our arms, and tell you
always to keep in your minds and hearts the words of
the great comrade Stalin, our consumate leader: "To
guard the wunity of our Party as the apple of our eye"*
We must safeguard our Party and make it strong and
worthy of our Third International, make it worthy to lead
our long-suffering people; and it is in our hands to attain
this goal. It is up to us to do our work thoroughly, to
steel our organizational work, so that our Communist
Party will become, as Stalin says, ‘"the advanced detach-
ment of the working class. The Party must absorb all
the best elements of the working class, their experience,
their  revolutionary  spirit,  their  selfless  devotion to the
cause oft he proletariat**,

Resolute  party comrades, at these critical moments,
any laxity in our work, any evasion of work is a dagger
in the heart of Party, any negligence, any breach of disci-
pline is a bullet in the heart of the Party, it is a dagger
and a bullet in your own hearts, for you are the Party.

Resolute  Party  comrades, Stalin teaches us: "The
Party is not only the advanced detachment of the working
class. If it desires really to direct the struggle of the class
it must at the same time be the organized detachment of
its class. The Partys tasks under the conditions of capi-
talism are Iimmense and extremely varied. The Party must
direct the struggle of the proletariat under the exceptional-
ly difficult  conditions of internal and external develop-
ment; it must lead the proletariat in the offensive when
the situation calls for an offensive; it must lead the pro-

*J.V. Stalin, Works, vol. 6, p. 48 (Alb. ed.).
** 3. V. Stalin, Works, vol. 6, p. 177 (Alb. ed.).
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letariat so as to escape the blow of a powerful enemy when
the situation calls for retreat; it must imbue the millions
of unorganized non-party workers with the spirit of dis-
cipline and system in the struggle, with the spirit of or-
ganization and endurance. But the Party can fulfil these
tasks only if it is itself the embodiment of discipline and
organization, if it [s itself the organized detachment of the
proletariat. Without  these  conditions there can be no
question of the Party really leading the vast masses of the
proletariat. The Party is the organized detachment of the
working class™.

It is absolutely impermissible for our work to be disor-
ganized, it is impermissible to give up work in the cells,
it is impermissible for the groups of sympathizers2 to
be left without regular meetings, without education, with-
out raising their level, it is impermissible to ignore direc-
tives and to neglect work in any sector.

Resolute party comrades, it is absolutely impermissible
for you to stand aside from the broad masses of the peo-
ple, to ignore gatherings of people, workers, or peasants,
it is impermissible for us to allow a recurrence of what
took place the day the enemy hanged our comrade Shyqyri
Ishmi, when the peasants were left to listen to the spies
and the militia slander him as a ‘“vile communist, a cri-
minal who wants to destroy the family and religion”, and
other such base accusations.

Resolute party comrades, protect the party material,
read it and distribute it! Our newspapers and leaflets, the
party bulletins and pamphlets must reach the most remote
cottage, the voice of justice and the call to arms must
reach all ears and leave no heart untouched.

* J. V. Stalin, Works, vol. 6, p. 180 (Alb. ed.).

2 This was the name given to groups of people who were close
to the Party and were likely to become its members. Later on
these were called groups of candidates for party membership.
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Resolute party comrades, comrades who are ready at
any moment to shed your blood as true soldiers of Stalin,
close your ranks, protect the Party and your comrades, be
vigilant ~ towards the enemies and traitors and show them
no mercy, maintain the tightest security, because our work
and struggle are not a subject for prattle and bragging but
a terrible battle against a savage enemy; show no mercy
to provocateurs, loafers, cowards, careerists and other op-
portunist elements who try in a thousand and one ways
to hinder and damage the work within the Party.

Dear comrades, the Party has faith in you, for this is
its strength. It has faith and is sure that you will set to
work zealously, with discipline and self-sacrifice, and that,
in this way, our Party wil assuredly lead our people
towards certain victory.

Comradely greetings
For the Tirana Regional Committee

Malo®

Works, vol. 1.

3 One of the pseudonyms comrade Enver Hoxha used during
the National Liberation War.



HOW THE ALBANIAN PEOPLE FOUGHT

(From Path to Path with the Partisan and Volunteer
Units Fighting Furiously Against the
Fascist Occupier)

January 1943

The mountains and villages of Albania are seeing
history repeat itself, are witnessing the repetiton of the
efforts of our patriots of the Renaissance, they are seeing
boys and old men shouldering their rifles, seeing the
soldiers of the people, joined together in wunits and inspired
by the ideal of freedom, striking at the hated enemy of
our country, bloodthirsty fascism. The doors of the cot-
tages are opened, and the Albanian Vvillages welcome the
soldiers of the people, their own sons, with open arms.
The Albanian peasants are joining the partisan and volun-
teer units, taking up their hidden weapons to defend
their homeland, their bread, their honour, and to win
freedom. The partisan and volunteer units, which make
up the army of our people, have set foot in every village,
and wherever they go the enemy is defeated and disarm-
ed, and the grain which the fascists and traitors have
seized, is distributed to the peasants; the people’s army
is growing daily, its ranks filing with workers, peasants,
teachers, students, and other Albanian patriots. = When-
ever they go the partisan units carry the word of freedom,
and there is great enthusiasm to fight.
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This is how the people welcome their own army, which
penetrates every region and every path, with rifles on
their shoulders, and the banner of freedom leading. So
much happens to the soldiers of the people wherever they
go that there is no room here to record it all, but we have
chosen some incidents which show our people’'s great en-
thusiasm for the fight against the hated enemy, who has
enslaved our country.

The partisan unit of Martanesh! was preparing to go
into action. The partisans were singing as they got ready,
cleaning their rifles, checking their ammunition and the
bread in their knapsacks. Smiling faces everywhere, ex-
cept for litle Mustafa, a fifteen year old partisan, the
youngest soldier of the people’s army. Sad and red-eyed,
he wept in a corner of the cottage, because the unit com-
mander, feeling that the march would be too arduous for
the boy, had ordered him to stay behind. Mustafa was
burning to fight; he pleaded with the commander and
with his comrades, but they told him that this was what
discipline meant. When the unit left, he came to the door
of the cottage and, with tear-filed eyes, watched his com-
rades-in-arms  march  off, cursing himself for being only
fifteen.

To reach the spot where the action was to take place,
the partisan unit passed through several Vvillages. At S.
village, one of the comrades from the unit spoke to the
assembled peasants, telling them why they had come out
to fight, about this sacred war for the liberation of the
homeland. “The day has come”, he said, “to take up arms
and fight the fascist occupiers”. A cheer went wup from
the circle of peasants and a young man of twenty five
stepped forward, turned to the wunit commander and said:
"I want to join the people’s army, too, I'll fight and die

1 Region in Central Albania.
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for the freedom of the country”. As he ran to get his
rifle, the other peasants brought bread, which they dis-
tributed among the partisans. Beside one poor hut, an
old woman stopped a partisan and said: “Wait, son, till
I bring you some bread, and may God grant you a long
life, for if it were not for you, the enemy would have
seized our maize”. She went into the hut, then came out
again with some bread and olives. The partisan took the
bread, embraced the old lady and left, but as he turned
the corner he heard someone «call. It was the old peas-
ant woman. She had brought a spoonful of butter for the
partisan’'s  bread. @ What  wonderful  people!  Such  gene-
rosity fills the heart of our people’'s army with joy, and
it goes into battle singing to the liberation of the home-
land and the Albanian people.

The partisan units in Gjirokastra also sing as they go
to war. They cross over to Sopot where the shepherds wel-
come the anti-fascist heroes, open their arms to the parti-
sans, because they are the true fighters for the ideal of
freedom, which the mountain shepherds enjoy among the
gorges and peaks, where the enemy dare not set foot.
The partisan unit of Kurvelesh2 passed through a village
in Labéria, where delegates had gathered from many vil-
lages of the region, which has a tradition of bravery, to
attend a conference at which the political commissar of
the unit was to speak. Among the peasants gathered there,
listening in silent approval to the words of the fighters
from the wunit, was an old man, grey-haired, but eagle-eyed,
surely a comrade of those brave men of the people who
are sung about in the songs of Labéria. On his cap the
commissar, who was speaking, wore the partisan badge,
the red flag with the double-headed eagle and the red

2 Region in South Albania
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star. After the conference, the old man left the crowd and
embraced the fighters, saying: “Sons, I dont want to know
your names, but I just want to say one thing, that Albania
is a land of people like Cergiz and Selam3, and with such
sons, she knows how to |liberate herself from the dogs
who have trampled wus underfoot. Let me embrace vyou
and ask you for that emblem you have on your hat.”

Gladly the commissar removed the partisan badge and
presented it to the eighty-year-old man, who kissed it and
put it in his pocket.

Before entering his village, the old man squatted
down by a fence, took out the badge the young fighter
had given him, sewed it on his white felt cap, and marched
proudly into the village to tell the villagers what he had
heard from the young man.

The partisan units of Gjirokastra have opened grain
stores one after another and distributed the grain paid as
tithes among the peasants; meanwhile, all the men from
the militia posts, which the agent of Merlika, Tahir Kol-
gjini4, had set up to oppress the people, ran back to their
centre with their tails between their legs, because there
was the smell of gunpowder in the mountains.

The villages of that region had seen no movement in
the mountains except by the partisans. One morning the
peasants of Libohova saw a group of armed civilians ap-
proaching. They said, “These are sure to be the partisans
coming to kick out the government men and distribute
the grain”, and wasting no time, the peasants came out
to meet the partisans with their sacks ready. When they

3 Gergiz — for Cergiz Topulli, and Selam — for Selam Musai,
the former — commander of a patriotic band fighting against the
Turks, and the latter — commander of a volunteer unit in the

1920 Viora War, where he fell heroically.
4 Fascist prefect of Gjirokastra.
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drew closer, the peasants gave the clenched fist salute and
shouted: “Death to fascism!” But, instead of the usual
smile and the “Freedom to the People!”, which is the reply
of the people’s soldiers, a foul curse was the answer of
the armed civilians. These were not partisans, but Mer-
ges Ali, a degenerated scoundrel, with the mercenaries
and militamen of Mustafa the traitor, they were the
thieves recruited by the enemy to put down our people’s
movement. The people of the Gjirokastra region say with
conviction: “We were saved from the thieves because now
the prefect has dressed them in militia uniforms and keeps
them in the city.”

The Vlora partisan unit was going into action. On
the way the partisans met a goatherd with his flock.
“"Hey, partisans”, he called out. “Where are you off to?
Wait a second, Ive got something to say.” The unit
stopped and the goatherd said to the commander: “I know
you are going to set fire to the enemy stores, so please
take me along too, as soon as I drive the goats home.”
The commander replied that they would gladly take him,
but they had no time to wait for him to drive the goats
into the hut, for they had to reach their destination at a
particular time. “Death to Fascism, Freedom to the Peo-
ple!”, they said as the unit moved on.

Scarcely half an hour along the way, to the amaze-
ment of the unit, the goatherd appeared before them with
his rifle on his shoulder. He had rushed the goats into the
hut and ran like the wind to catch up with the partisan
unit to join them in the fight against the occupier.

The heroic Skrapar unit, before beginning a success-
ful operation in which it defeated 1,500 of Merlika’s mili-
tiamen, was stationed in Th. region. The political com-
missar of the unit saw a peasant approaching out of
breath and in a lather of sweat. Welcoming him with
open arms, the commissar asked what was the matter.
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“Comrades, you are surrounded by the enemy”, said the
peasant, and went on to describe the position of the mili-
tiamen. The commissar embraced the peasant and asked
him what he had decided to do, whether he would return
to his village or wished to go with the unit. The answer
was simple: “I'm coming with you.” After the partisan unit
had broken through the encirclement and routed the mi-
litia, the peasant, who had fought Ilike a lion, approached
the  political commissar and embraced him  saying
“Please, comrade, let me join the Communist Party of
Albania.”

The Korga partisan units have wiped out all the cara-
binieri and milita posts in the mountains of Opar, Devoll,
Kolonja, Mokra, and other places. The liberating tread
of the partisans echoes through those regions.

At Cezma in Mokra, a partisan unit fought a battle,
smashed the enemy and liberated the village, but an old
man from the village was wounded. The wunit commander
went up and embraced the old man, who said: “I'm happy,
son, and I wish that the few days left of my life could be
added to that of the partisans”. When they departed, the
old man farewelled the commander with the words: “May
the Duce die in a bramble bush!”.

The Devoll partisan unit, after routing the carabinieri,
set fire to one of their posts. There was an Italian soldier
at the post, whose life was spared, and who, before he
left, said to the commander in Italian: “Comrade, let me
take a photograph of the burning post, for I am overjoyed
to see the burning offices and papers of the fascist power,
which has enslaved both you and us.”

At a village in Devoll, the partisans were drying their
wet clothes around a poor peasant’s fireplace. Suddenly,
the door was flung open and on old man entered, raising
his fist as he shouted, “Death to the sick!” He was one
of those old men who had seen the heroic guerrilla units
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of the Renaissance period, who had fought “the Sick Man
of the Bosphorus”. Now he is seeing history repeat itself,
and the occupier of our country breathing its last, and thus
the old man makes the connection between the past and
the present. The partisans made room for him as he was
tired from the journey from Korca. They asked for the
news from the town. The old man, drawing on his ciga-
rette, said with  satisfaction: “They burned it down!”
“What did they burn down?” the partisans asked in sur-
prise. “They burned it down, what's it called, that rotten,
evil place . . . that . . . the devil take it, the place which
does not give us salt.” The partisans laughed, for the evil
place was the fascist office in Korga, which was burned
down by the partisans. The people were overjoyed when
the partisan guerrilla unit set fire to the fascist headquar-
ters in the city. Everywhere there was talk of nothing
but the courage and determination of the partisans.

In a house, guests were chatting. The hostess brought
in some burning coals for the brazier. But one coal fell
on the «carpet. The host did not allow the opportunity
to pass, but picked up the coal and said: “Wife, what are
you doing? Do you take our house for the fascist office?”

The partisan unit triumphantly entered Kreshova in
the Mokra region; the peasants all came out into the vil-
lage square to meet the people’s army. Among them was
an elderly man, holding an old flag in his trembling hands.

The commander addressed the peasants, and explained
the suffering brought upon the Albanian people by the
fascist occupiers. At the end of the speech, the old peas-
ant with the banner approached and said to the com-
mander: “Take this flag, for you well deserve it. This
flag is thirty years old, and it is the flag of the old Al-

5 The name given to the Ottoman Empire at the end of the
19th century.
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banian fighters units. I have kept it in my chest, but to-
day the time has come to bring it out and to hand it over
to our heroic sons.” The commander took the flag, em-
braced the old man and told him: "“We will treasure vyour
gift and always keep it flying. The flag of the heroic
units of Spiro Bellkameni and Mihal Grameno® is in sure
hands. On that red background where the victories of
our forefathers have been written, we, their sons, will
inscribe  with our blood the everlasting desire of the peo-
ple for the genuine liberation of Albania.”

Malo

First published in Works, vol. 1.
"Zéri i Popullit”, N° 11-12,
January 1943

6 Chiefs of the Albanian insurgents at the beginning of the
20th century, who fought against the Turkish rule and the Greek
chauvinists.



LETTER TO THE KORCA REGIONAL COMMITTEE
OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF ALBANIA ON
THE STAND TO BE TAKEN TOWARDS THE
“"BALLI KOMBETAR"1

[January 1943]

Dear comrades,

We have received vyour letter and well understand the
chaotic situation in your region, a situation identical to
that in all the other regions, which is caused by the "Balli
Kombétar”. In order to solve this problem, we must un-
derstand what the "Balli Kombétar” is, have a meeting
with its leaders, watch our step and separate the wheat
from the chaff, for nobody there really knows where he
belongs, despite all the efforts of the big shots of the
"Balli Kombétar” to present it as a united single-minded
body.

The “Balli Kombétar” is a “ramassis”* of elements
of various trends, without any foundation, who always

1 Traitorous organization set up by the reactionary bourgeoisie
and landowners with the support of fascist occupiers, which rallied
reactionary bourgeois intellectuals, landowners and big merchants,
the reactionary clergy, rich peasants, etc. It was aimed at under-
mining the union of the people around the CPA and at opposing
directly the National Liberation Front by entering the overt service
of the German occupiers.

*Ramassis (Fr. in the original) — hotchpotch.
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have the catchword ‘nationalism’ on their lips. Fazlliz is
not at all wrong when he says that in the "Balli Kombé-
tar” there are elements ranging “from dictatorship (what
dictatorship is the point in question) to socialism”, but
what Fazlli has forgotten to say is that these elements
have no clear principle in their heads, and thus cannot
have any “fixe” stand based on sound principles. These
elements, “from dictatorship to socialism”, have elected
some men, or, rather, have elected themselves, to a cen-
tral committee, and have chosen Lumo Skéndo3 as their
head, and this central committee is the unqualified gene-
ral of a “great” army (any Albanian who is not a com-
munist, they say, belongs to the “Balli Kombétar”, if not
organizationally, at least spiritually), a great, but disobe-
dient army, because the people do not go along with this.
But let us see what is the make-up the “Balli Kombé-
tar”, which they refer to as an organization. Inside, the
“Balli Kombétar” is like a basket of crabs; some of them
consider themselves the left wing: “We are the true ‘Balli
Kombétar’,” they say. They want to fight, they say this,
and write it in the organ of the "Balli Kombétar” which
they publish in opposition to the opinions of the central
committee. (Of course, they are not communists, and they
are all pulling in different directions.) Some support the
war, but not the way we fight it; others do not want to
fight and exhaust themselves, but want an organization
to defend the “ethnic boundaries” of Albania; some are
partisans  of “ninety-nine tricks and one  heroic deed”,

2 Representative of the “Balli Kombétar” in the Korga region.
*Fixe (Fr. in the original) — clear-cut.

3 Pseudonym of Mithat Frashéri, head of the traitorous “Balli
Kombétar” organization.

4 “Lufta e Clirimit Kombétar” (“The Struggle for National

Liberation”), monthly organ of the "“Balli Kombétar” (November
1942-August 1943).
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others sound the alarm, while still others make fine speech-
es but do nothing in practice. In words, the “wind of the
sacred unity” blows over them all, all of them admire our
struggle, all respect Lumo Skéndo, all of them recognize
him as their chief, but not all agree with his opinion; all
would like to send him an ultimatum, but they will all
hurl themselves at your throat if you dare to make a per-
tinent and reasonable criticism of Lumo Skéndo, even if
they make the same criticism themselves. This, without
exaggeration, is what the centre of the ™“Balli Kombétar”
is like; this centre has contacts with the regions, of which
the Korga region headed by Fazlli is a reflection.

We must settle accounts here, because that organiza-
tion is really a great obstacle. We must not forget the
individual  influence of its adherents in Albania, or the
fact that they have succeeded in creating among the people
the idea that there is a nationalist organization with which
the communists should reach an understanding and agree-
ment. So our Party has sent some comrades who have
been empowered to conduct talks with the “Balli Kom-
bétar” and take the appropriate decisions. These com-
rades have contacted either their envoys or individual
members. We should not forget that in their ranks there
are many good and resolute elements who genuinely want
fighting unity. These are the left-wing elements who tell
us that they have presented an ultimatum to the central
committee5, demanding “unity in the struggle, or we will
leave the “Balli Kombétar”. The comrades have already
made contact with the other nationalist elements (of
course, we mean the “pezzo grosso”*, although we concern
ourselves  personally  with  the rank-and-file). They re-
ceived our comrades so warmly that they almost kissed

5 The "Balli Kombétar” too had created its own “central
committee”.

* Pezzo grosso (It. in the original) — big shots.
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them, praising the communists and the Party, and saying
that they sincerely want to unite, etc., etc., but that we
should first talk things over with the “Balli Kombétar”.
Now there are official contacts, and within 15 to 20 days
they should assume a definitive form, for these friends
postpone every meeting for 10 or 15 days for the simple
reason that the leaders of their central committee want
to drag the matter out as long as they can, waiting for
the defeat of fascism. But together with the results of
the talks, let us hope that there are factions within the
“Balli Kombétar”, for a card castle cannot stand for long.
The “great politicians” sent to conduct talks with our
comrades make the same criticism as Fazlli, but their ar-
guments are easily refuted, for their allegations are base-
less. For example, when we tell them that the Peza Con-
ference was the first step towards wunity and the organi-
zation of the war, that the Peza Conference was attended
by resolute nationalists with rifles on their  shoulders,
rifles which they had fired at the enemy, that it was also
attended by nationalists® who today belong to the “Balli
Kombétar”, and that the "Balli Kombétar” was not in-
vited to that conference for the simple reason that it did
not exist (and if they claim that it did exist, we reply that
not even a magician could prove the existence of a polit-
ical party that does not come out with at least one leaflet),
these gentlemen have nothing to say, but express agree-
ment and have not the courage to deny the Iimportance of
the conference.  Their  arguments against the conference

6 Nationalists — this term was usually applied to patriots who
loved their country and strove for its liberation from the foreign
occupiers, but did not harbour far-reaching revolutionary aspira-
tions. Pseudo-patriots too styled themselves as nationalists. There-
fore, the genuine patriots, in order not to be confounded with the
traitor and reactionary elements, were also called honest national-
ists or patriotic nationalists.
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can easily be refuted, for, if they do not like this solution,
we will tell them that we are ready to seek another for
the sake of the liberty of our people, and then we shall
see how resolute they are.

As for the wunits of Bazi?Z, Myslim8, and Mestan?, there
are rumours that they have joined the Ballists, and you
should not be astonished if one fine morning you hear
that all partisan units have joined them. Only Pasho Ko-
lanecil® will have to wait a long time for the arms to
arrive from Peza and, in the meantime, the next best thing
for him to do would be to take care of the white capsit
they have already sent him. In their press organ you will
find many gems, but you should not worry, as we did not
when they wrote in their organ that “Safet Butka's2 unit
of 1,000 men is going to the aid of Viora”. If they had

7 Abaz Kupi (Bazi i Canés), commander of a Zogite band,
agent of the British Intelligence Service, chief representative of
the traitorous “Legaliteti” organization (the Zogite Party). He was
sent to Albania by the British in 1941 to sabotage the National
Liberation War. At the Peza Conference he formally adopted the
program of the National Liberation Front and was elected as a
member of the National Liberation General Council, and subse-
quently of the General Staff of the National Liberation Army.
With the invasion of Albania by the German nazis (in September
1943) he collaborated with the latter.

8 Myslim Peza, commander of the Peza partisan unit and
member of the National Liberation General Council. People’s
Hero.

9 Ex-commander of a partisan unit. During the war he proved
extremely unreliable, showing the tendency to join the ™“Balli
Kombétar” and immediately after the war joined the counter-
revolutionary groups organized by the British-US imperialists.

10 Ballist band commander.

11 White caps and an eagle were the distinctive signs of
the “Balli” bands.

12 Representative and commander of a band of the "Balli
Kombétar”.
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waited in Viora for the help Safet Butka’s wunit was sup-
posed to give the city, by this time they would have been
pushing up the daisies.

Comrades, excuse me for writing this letter in such
a tone on such an important matter, but the pretensions
of these ‘“politicians” can really be described only in this
way, for they are mere empty talk.

There is one thing we must keep in mind: we cannot
wage the war alone, but only with the entire people, and
for this reason we must take matters seriously with regard
to these nationalistst3. The Party has begun talks with
the "Balli Kombétar”. A decision will be taken and their
stand, good or bad, will be defined, but we have hopes that
the final result will be a positive one. On the other hand,
if our views are not the same on all points, we will con-
tinue to try and convince some of those people, while the
others who do not agree to join the struggle, we will try
to neutralize and prevent from going over to the enemy.
So it is a very difficult and delicate task, calling for po-
litical tact, cool-headedness and dignity, for we must keep
in mind that it is our duty to go and convince those who
do not understand us. However, if they keep making dif-
ficulties, we won't lick their boots, but will attack them;
we will never smear the name of the Party. So for the
moment avoid all clashes and pointless discussions  with
Fazlli and other nationalists, and of course, make no con-
cessions but always follow the directives which you and

13 A correct stand towards the nationalists who at that time
were influential among various strata of the population, especially
in the countryside, was of special importance for the links of
the CPA with the people. The CPA effected a differentiation be-
tween the sold-out reactionary nationalists and patriotic nationalists.
The former were being gradually neutralized and unmasked in the
eyes of the people, the latter were being won over to the side
of the Party, always taking into account their irresolution and
vacillations.
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all the comrades will certainly have studied. The talks
you have with them should in no way hinder our actions
and work; answer their criticism about actions or the par-
tisan emblem as you have done up to now, always keeping
your temper. As for Pasho Koloneci who may go over to
their side, it would be good if he were with us, and if
there were comrades with him. You should keep one
thing in mind: our wunity will be achieved in struggle.
Therefore, if they have succeeded in misleading Pasho,
the fault can only be vyours, at least in principle, for he
does not know the situation in Gora, but if our comrades
had known it, perhaps Pasho would not have been con-
fused. Nevertheless, you must win the affection and con-
fidence of the men in the volunteer units, and then Pasho
Kolaneci  will realize from his own experience that caps
remain caps and never turn into rifles.

As for Gani* we do not know what he has done to
be deprived of his command. Certainly you must have
had good reasons and acted well, but our opinion is that
you should not go too far with Fazlli, untii the matter is
settled. Gani is not a party member, and certainly he must
be an ambitious and worthless person; do not be asto-
nished if they collect the rubbish we throw into the waste-
paper basket, and create heroes out of it; they will make
a hero of Gani. They will make heroes of Fallol5 and
Fundo, but we will be able to put them in their place,
despite the threats of General Fazlli, as you call him. But
comrades, we will not have to put up with as much as we
have put up with so far, so do everything to defend our

14 Ex-commander of a partisan unit, discharged from his post
owing to incompetence and irresolution. He deserted and defected
over to the “Balli Kombétar”.

15 Dhimitér Fallo, renegade from the communist movement,

representative of the "“Balli Kombétar” and collaborator of the
German occupiers.
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Party and our struggle, but act with caution on the ques-
tion of the nationalists.

As far as Fetah1® is concerned, this is a more delicate
matter. Here you should do vyour utmost to convince him
of his wrong path, and that his position (for he has formed
a unit(?) and is fighting) is the exact opposite of that of
“Zjarri”.. On the other hand, come down hard on the
“Zjarri” group, and expose it mercilessly. The latest copy
of “Zéri i Popullit” contains an articlel? on this garbage.
Read it and take a determined stand towards the “Zjarri”.

For the moment, those comrades will not come,
but you should be ready as soon as you are notified, al-
though this may not happen. In any case, we will inform
you.

Greetings to all of you

Taras1®

Works, vol. 1.

16 Representative of the “Zjarri” group who, despite all at-
tempts of the CPA to bring him into the National Liberation
Front, defected together with his band to the “Balli Kombétar”.

17 As a result of the struggle against, and denunciation of this
group by the CPA, in March 1943 it was disintegrated. The final
blow came from comrade Enver Hoxha in the article, “A Few
Words On Some Servants Of Fascism: The ‘Zjarri’ Group”, published
in the “Zéri i Popullit”, January 1943.

18 One of the pseudonyms comrade Enver Hoxha used during
the National Liberation War.



“DIRECTIVES OF THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL!
AND THE NATIONAL LIBERATION WAR"

(Report submitted to the meeting of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of Albania)

[February 1943]

On the eve of World War I the Albanian people were
not wunited to face the new situation being created in
Europe. The big imperialist powers, which were embroiled
with one another and were preparing the slaughter of the
great war, intervened in our country, and thus, there
could be no solution to the Albanian question. During this
war, part of Albania was invaded by the allies, and part
by the central powers and their satellites. The territory
of Albania was turned into a battlefield and the Albanian
people had to endure great hardships. The imperialists
wanted to use them as cannon fodder. After the war, the
foreign imperialists again tried to turn the Albanian peo-
ple into a commodity to bargain over. In particular, Italy,
which in 1915 had signed the secret Treaty of London2

1 In December 1942, the CPA received the directives of the
Executive Committee of the Communist International on the Na-
tional Liberation War.

2 The “Treaty of London” was signed in secret on April 26,
1915 between the governments of the Entente (Britain-France-
Russia) and Italy. This treaty recognized Italy’s full sovereignty
over Vlora, its hinterland and the island of Sazan. Another sec-
tion of the Albanian territory was assigned to the border states.
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which sanctioned its expansion in Albania (a treaty which
was made public by the Soviet government), became a
threat to the future of the Albanian people, and did not
withdraw its armed forces from part of the territory of
Albania. Faced with this danger, the Albanian people,
with their small forces, began the struggle against the in-
vaders and the traitors. A congress was convened at
Lushnja with the genuine representatives of the people,
honest patriots, who laid the foundations of Albanian in-
dependence and the Albanian state. The Lushnja Congress
was the culmination of the efforts and sacrifices of the
people, headed by sincere nationalists, and of their na-
tional liberation  struggle, to gain their political rights.
With  their revolutionary spirit, the people overthrew the
traitorous Durrés government, an instrument of the Ita-
lians. The people of the town of Viora and the peasants
of the region took up arms and, together with thousands
of volunteers from all over Albania, united by a common
ideal — the expulsion of the invader, fought an heroic war
and drove the invader into the sea3. This battle left its
mark on the Albanian people, instilling in them a pro-
found hatred of the invader.

The popular government in Tirana at that time proved
unable to cope with the internal economic, social, and
political problems or the international situation. The Al-
banian youth began to organize. The “Bashkimi” asso-
ciation was set up with the aim of fighting the treacher-
ous reactionaries  within the country and the imperialist

3 Reference here is to the war against Italy in 1920.

4 The "“Bashkimi” association was created by revolutionary
patriots and democrats in October 1922. It carried out an all-sided
political activity to mobilize the masses of the people in the struggle
for the democratization of the country and played an outstanding
role in organizing the June 1924 Democratic Revolution which
toppled the government of Ahmet Zog, the feudal landowner.
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threat from abroad. Formed by the most conscious ele-
ments devoted to the national cause, it strove to guide
the people in a popular and democratic spirit, to educate
them politically to defend their economic, social and politi-
cal interests. = The reaction, assisted by foreign im-
perialism, violently overthrew the government and seized
power,  establishing the personal bashibazouk dictatorship
of Ahmet Zog® and his clique. The reactionary system
of Zog's regime and its subsequent links with Italy aroused
discontent among the  Albanian patriots ~ who,  together
with those who had emigrated abroad, attempted through
uprisings to overthrow Zog and avert the danger from
Italy, but, unfortunately, all their attempts failed, for they
did not have the support of the masses of the people. The
leaders of these movements often lacked the necessary
determination, did not organize the movements on a large
scale, or prepare the people, who hated Zog's regime and
fascist Italy. The threat of Italian fascism was becoming
greater and greater, and the Albanian people had no de-
sire to suffer the same misfortune as Abyssinia and Spain.
Fascist Italy, using treachery and force, and profiting
from the erroneous policy of the then Albanian govern-
ment, which had linked its fate with that of Italy, enslaved
our country. The Albanian people met Italian fascism
with bullets. On April 7th 1939, at Durrés, Vlora, Saranda
and Shéngjin, Albanian blood was shed in defence of our
country. The vyouth, the people, fought an unequal battle

5 In December 1924, Zog’s counter-revolutionary forces, coming
mainly from Yugoslavia, backed up directly by the imperialists,
and reactionary Serbian and White Russian troops, toppled Fan
Noli's government which had emerged from the June Democratic
Revolution. Zog's dictatorship was re-established to oppress and
exploit the masses of the people. In April 1939 Zog sabotaged
the organization of the resistance of the Albanian people against
the Italian fascist occupiers, grabbed all the gold and fled abroad.
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against  the invader. The Albanian people understood
very well why fascism had come to Albania; they were
well aware of its imperialist arms; they remembered the
atrocities,  sufferings, crimes and internments of  1920.
They knew that it was the fault of the fascists that, during
Zog's regime, through economic  and political treaties
which  were imposed on them, the country’'s economy,
commerce, agriculture and animal husbandry were ruined.
With the coming of fascist Italy to Albania, looting, cor-
ruption, moral  suffering, internment,  jailing  and killing
recommenced on a larger scale. Italian fascism took con-
trol of the Albanian state apparatus and Italianized it.
Everywhere, especially in leading posts, Italian functiona-
ries replaced Albanian officials who were reduced to pup-
pets with no responsibility. They began to Italianize the
schools, the basis of the education of the Albanian youth.
Albanian  justice ~was replaced by extraordinary  military
tribunals. The Albanian police force and army were sup-
pressed. The administration was turned into an instru-
ment in the hands of the carabinieri and the Luogotenen-
za to oppress the Albanian people. Italian  companies
poured their capital into Albania; trade and means of
transport ~were  mobilized. Banks and  agricultural  socie-
ties speculated on the sweat and toil of the working peo-
ple and took over the land of the Albanian peasant. In
short, fascism took complete control of the Albanian state
and the wealth of the country. That is the balance-sheet
of the fascist activity in our country. That is why the
Albanian people hate the invader. That is why the Al-
banian people have begun their resistance to defend their
vital rights, a resistance expressed in different forms:
propaganda, agitation, strikes, demonstrations, sabotage
and fighting by partisan units. The youth were the first
to begin the struggle, placing themselves in the front ranks
of the National Liberation War of the Albanian people
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against the invaders. The Albanian people have under-
stood that only through struggle can they avert the dan-
ger of the Albanian nation being wiped off the face of
the earth by Italian fascism; they have understood that
only through the National Liberation War can they achieve
their freedom. This has been understood by both young
and old. When given the opportunity, our people have
never failed to demonstrate their hatred for the invaders
openly and to strike blows at them: moral blows, in sa-
botaging their lying propaganda spread by the Albanian
Fascist Party and the Luogotenenza, and death blows
against their apparatus of oppression and their military
machine,  through  sabotage actions. The Albanian peo-
ple have always been ready to make any sacrifice. All
they need is resolute leadership. There are concrete ex-
amples of this: the demonstrations of November 28, 1939,
those of November 28, 1941 and 1942, the sabotaging of
the war against Greeceé, the Aprii 7 demonstrations, the
Tirana and Korga demonstrations against fascism and its
attempt to divide the people, the demonstrations for
bread, and, especially, the recent demonstrations against
the Vlora reprisals, which were held in Tirana, Durrés,
Kavaja, and Elbasan, the protest demonstrations over the
death of the martyr Shenasi Dishnica in Tirana and Fier
(shops were closed, clerks left their offices, students de-
serted their schools, workers walked off their jobs, and all

6 In October 1940 the Italian troops, setting out from Albania,
attacked Greece. Far from sympathizing with the fascist aggression
against Greece, the Albanian people did their best to aid the
fraternal Greek people in their liberation war. The work of the
Albanian communists and patriots brought about the complete
failure of the fascist plan to mobilize the Albanians for this war.
The Albanian soldiers who were sent to the Greek Front by the
Italian fascists at the point of bayonet, refused to fight and
deserted in groups. The Albanian people carried out sabotage
activities in the rear of the Italian army.
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joined together in  anti-fascist demonstrations). In  Skra-
par and Vlora, the peasants, together with the partisan
units, fought the fascist forces.

Fascist terror has not succeeded in intimidating the
Albanian people, on the contrary their hatred for the in-
vaders and traitors is increasing stil more. The National
Liberation War is gradually assuming a general charac-
ter. The fascists are taking a thrashing in both town and
countryside.

In the struggle the Albanian people are waging today,
the principal guiding role is played by the Communist
Party which has taken an active part in this struggle and
has not remained a spectator watching the movement of
the popular masses. The communists have always stood
in the front ranks, and the blood they have shed is proof
of their determination in this struggle of the Albanian
people. The Communist Party has become the driving
force of the popular movement against the invaders and
traitors. Since its founding, the Party has explained to
the people the activities and aims of fascism in Albania.
The people, who up to then had not had a party giving
correct leadership, embraced the Communist Party slogans
and directives, adopted them, and on this basis, began
their struggle. Prior to the founding of the Communist
Party, neither the communists nor the honest nationalists
were in a position to set the people in motion and lead
them in the struggle against fascism. The  movement
lacked the organizational work which is indispensable in
order to fight Italian fascism properly. . .

The Communist International had long been interested
in communist activities in our country. After 1924, some
young political emigrées went to the Soviet Union to be
educated and to become communist militants, so that,
when they returned to their country, they could become
pioneers in the revolutionary movement of the Albanian
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people  against foreign imperialism and local  feudalism.
But most of those who came back to Albania neglected
those tasks, forgot the lofty mission the international pro-
letariat had charged them with. Some of them became
opportunists and social-democrats, and through their
preaching,  behaviour and  activity, discredited = communist
work in the eyes of the people. The people expected
sound advice and genuine communist activity from them.
Others created cliques and instiled the group spirit into
the minds of young communists eager for action. Only
one comrade, Ali Kelmendi, who Ilaid down his life for
the communist cause and whose name all of us commu-
nists must hold in high regard, propagated the correct line
of the Communist International. He, and only he, car-
ried out his task as a communist pioneer should do.
Everywhere he went, he knew how to make contact with
the masses and set up circles of sympathizers. In Korca
he laid the basis for the organization of genuine commu-
nist activity, setting the workers in motion.

On another occasion, too, the Communist Internation-
al sent directives?, but unfortunately they were not im-
plemented, for at that time there were groups with di-
vergent opinions, and the communists were politically un-
prepared, so that some did not accept the directives at all
while others accepted them but failed to implement them.
So we see that, at that time, the directives were sabotaged
because they did not find favourable soil. Today the
Communist  International is sending us its directives for
the second time, but this time they find us united, with
sound leading cadres and a correct and definite political
line; in a word, they find us prepared and strong. But
to attain this situation the Communist Party had to travel

7 This refers to the directives of the Communist International
to the Albanian communist movement in 1937.
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a difficult road. The Communist Party of Albania had
to unite the different groups, eliminate the weak elements,
those infected by the group spirit, the factionalists, the
opportunists and the laggards, it had to educate the com-
rades with a sound political line in the spirit of Lenin
and Stalin, link them with the masses of the people and
carry out concrete actions (strikes, demonstrations, sabo-
tage, actions by partisan units, agitation and propaganda,
etc.) against the occupier. The Communist Party has be-
come the main pillar of the National Liberation War of
the Albanian people against Italian fascism. The Commu-
nists are shedding their blood in this war. The Commu-
nist Party has succeeded in dispelling all doubts about final
victory, doubts sown by the occupiers, the traitors and the
fifth  column through their lying propaganda and their
terror. The Communist Party is a party born in strug-
gle: in the struggle of the groups and in that against the
occupier. In this struggle on two fronts the communist
comrades acquired experience in ideological and practical
struggle, and thus were able to find the true communist
road. This struggle has purified, consolidated, and ex-
tended the ranks of the Party, making it monolithic and
capable of guiding our people’s movement against the
occupiers.

Seeing the good work done by our Party, the Com-
munist International has recognized it as one of its mem-
bers. The efforts of our comrades have not been in vain.
We have been recognized precisely because we acted on
the basis of the directives of the Communist International
which today, through its official recogniton of our Com-
munist  Party, validates our communist activity. This rec-
ognition is of particular importance today, for it is
granted in time of war, in a very difficult period, and the
Communist  Party has succeeded in winning this right
through its reliable, sound and correct activity, and the
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blood shed by its members. We should be proud of this,
because it shows that we have won a right we have earned.
But there are also duties which stem from this right, our
most important duty being to strengthen the party ranks
with sound cadres and to act on the basis of the directives
of the Communist International. We must be resolute in
our activity, for war is waged with deeds, not with words.
Our enemies are strong, and we must know how to com-
bat them and be ready for this struggle. We must eli-
minate all opportunist elements, be they social-democrats,
factionalists, = Trotskyites, or  saboteurs of the directives
coming from higher organs and from the Communist In-
ternational. We must keep an eye on the “Zjarri” elements
and those like Z.F. and A.Q. These elements who parrot
communist slogans are much more dangerous than the
overt enemy. They cause disruption among the commu-
nist comrades and mistrust in the directives of the Party.
Their  anti-Leninist and  anti-Stalinist slogans run  counter
to the present line of the Communist International, cause
splits in the wunited National Liberation Front, and divide
the communists from the nationalists. They are against
the National Liberation War of the Albanian nation, and
with  their  extremist and anti-Marxist slogans introduce
into nationalist circles the suspicion that the communists
are not fighting for the liberation of Albania, but only
for communism. They do not recognize the common
struggle that the Soviet Union is now waging, together
with the great democracies and the other oppressed na-
tions; they do not acknowledge the coalition of the whole
world against fascism, against the most dangerous and
barbarous imperialism the world has ever seen. Follow-
ing this political line they become instruments of the in-
vader. No agreement can be reached with them, but they
must be wunmasked and condemned by the people as the
traitors that they are.
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We <can no longer allow shelter to be given within
our Party to elements who want to harm the activity of
the Partyy, who want to hinder the Party’'s advance in
the National Liberation War of the Albanian people. We
must be vigilant and ruthless towards those elements
which try to hinder the activity of the Party. Such ele-
ments deserve our most severe condemnation.

Now we can no longer make mistakes and fail to ap-
ply the directives coming from the higher organs, in
which, today more than ever, we must have the utmost
confidence. Today we are responsible for our actions not
only to the Albanian people, but also to the international
proletariat, to the Communist International. Only a party
politically =~ organized and educated in this way can be
worthy to bear the title of member of the Communist
International. This depends on us, on our communist
activity.

The directives the Communist International has sent
us are as follows:

1) Organize and develop the National Liberation War
of the Albanian people against the Italians and Germans.

2) Create and consolidate the  National Liberation
Front, bringing in all patriots, and avoiding, for the mo-
ment, all slogans that go beyond the framework of the
National Liberation War of Albania.

3) Bring into the leadership of the partisan war, be-
sides communists, as many sincere Albanian patriots and
nationalists as possible.

Analysing these directives, we see that they show us
the path we must now follow and our immediate tasks;
they open wide prospects for us to penetrate among the
masses and to mobilize all the Albanian people against
the invader. We must organize and wage this war to-
gether with the people, for our Party is a party of the
people, which has in its program the defence of their in-
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terests. We must mobilize the people, set them in motion
and direct all their energies against a definite common
aim, against the occupier. The National Liberation War
is not a war of cadres, but a war of the masses of the
people inspired and led by the Party. Here we see that
the Communist Party, as the vanguard of this war, as
the most conscious section of the Albanian people, togeth-
er with the conscious and resolute nationalists, has a deli-
cate task, that of leading the entire people. The Party
has placed the National Liberation War at the top of its
program, and exerts all its energies to develop, organize
and lead all the anti-fascist forces of our people against
the Italian and German occupiers. The people hate the
occupiers, and we must mobilize them, together with all
the nationalists of different political trends, and neutral-
ize all those forces that we cannot mobilize. No reserve
of forces should remain in the hands of the occupiers. They
must be isolated and fought with the greatest fury, and
for this purpose we should turn the people’s hatred into
an open fight against fascism. The Albanian people love
freedom, and throughout their history have never spared
themselves, as we said before, in the fight against foreign
imperialism  which  tried to enslave our country. They
hate Italian fascism as their direct enemy, and also German
nazism as an enemy that collaborates with the former.
Both must be exposed. From the beginning the Commu-
nist Party of Albania understood the importance of the
National Liberation War for the people’s political educa-
tion and liberation from fascism. But, in order to achieve
this objective, we must first break the chains imposed on
our people by fascism, and these chains can be broken
only through the National Liberation War which unites
all the fighting forces of the people. The Bolshevik Revo-
lution, Stalin teaches wus, would never have triumphed if
the Russian proletariat had not enjoyed the sympathy and
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aid of the peoples oppressed by the Czarist regime. But
in order to win this sympathy and aid they had first to
break their chains and escape from wunder the heel of
Czarist  imperialism,  their =~ common enemy. This made
possible the establishment of the Soviet regime and the
creation of that marvellous organization of cooperation of
all peoples, which is «called the USSR. Today, too, if the
oppressed peoples do not combat fascism, their common
enemy, their most dangerous foe, they will never gain
their liberty, and the international proletariat will never
carry out its revolution. Likewise, the Albanian people
will never be able to gain their liberty if they do not first
eliminate fascism, the common enemy that oppresses the
peasant, the worker, the intellectual, the merchant, and
the small capitalist, in a word, the people. The Commu-
nist Party of Albania will never be able to «carry out its
maximum  program if it does not first destroy fascism
which  oppresses the people, hampers their economic and
political development, and denies them freedom.

That is the significance of the National Liberation
War to the Albanian people and the Communist Party of
Albania.

The National Liberation War is organized and waged
through mobilizing the people on concrete current issues,
issues which directly concern them and come up in their
everyday life, issues for which they are ready to make
any sacrifice. All their attention, all their will-power, and
all their energies should be concentrated on one clear ob-
jective, and reflected with all their characteristics in the
fight against barbarous and enslaving fascism, against its
lackeys, the traitors, against fascism which robs the peo-
ple of their harvest, their land, their goods, their homes
and their trade, and leaves them starving.

The mobilization of all the patriotic forces should be
carried out from below and from above.
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In the mobilization from below the peasantry should
occupy the first place. It is the most numerous class of
our people, and the class that knows the greatest suffer-
ing, in daily danger of being impoverished by fascism
which seizes the harvest and the land. Many times fas-
cism has exploited the peasants, taking advantage of their
ignorance, as a reserve force against the National Libera-
tion War (e.g. for the militia, the bashibazouk forces, etc.).
The peasantry should become the backbone of the war.
Its forces are enormous, but in order to set them in mo-
tion, the war must be explained to the peasants so that
they understand. We have not worked as much as we
should with the peasants, have not made a great effort to go
to the countryside and ask the peasants about their pro-
blems, as we should do. We have worked in the centers, but
not in the districts and Vvillages, which in many areas have
been neglected altogether. Whenever we have gone and
worked correctly, we have gained their sympathy and the
greatest help. Our peasant is good, honest, and revolu-
tionary, so long as we know where to touch his feelings
to awaken his interest in the National Liberation War.
We must explain that fascism is the cause of all his suf-
ferings today, and only when it is wiped out, wil the
peasant be able to improve his economic position.

We have not known how to gather in and organize
the masses of workers. The Communist Party of Alba-
nia should be a party of workers and peasants who are
the most resolute elements supporting our cause. In order
to mobilize the workers, we must come close to them, live
among them, lead their life, and together with them ad-
vance against fascism. The worker suffers under fascism
which  leaves him  without work, throws him into the
street and today, more than ever, leaves him starving.
There are great possibilities for work with the working
class, for it is the class which, more than any other, feels
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the necessity of the National Liberation War. It must play
an active and leading role.

The intellectuals regard our movement sympathetically
but some of them are opportunists, and often they have
become tools of the occupiers, attracted by “the good life”,
but we must not forget that some of them are at the head
of the movement and are resolute in the fight against
fascism. Fascism has  suppressed genuine intellectualism.
The intellectual who demands freedom of thought and
freedom of action should be the first to break the chains
of fascism, which poisons the mind and corrupts the spi-
rit. As yet the intellectuals have no clear idea of our
movement, and our task is to get close to them, to explain
what they are hazy about, to show them the true road
which an honest Albanian intellectual should follow to-
day. We should channel the energies of our intellectuals,
which are often dissipated and lacking definite direction,
and turn them against a specific target, against fascism,
which is the greatest enemy of the development of the
mind.

The youth have become the standard-bearers of the
war today. They were the first to shake off the yoke of
the invader. Their youthful spirit could not endure the
stifing and  corrupting atmosphere  which  fascism  wanted
to impose on them. They did not want to become tools
of the invader. They have never flinched, and every-
where they have thrown themselves into struggle with
zeal and unmatched selflessness. They have made the
greatest sacrifices and provided the heroes of a new Al-
banian epic. The fight for the liberation of the Father-
land is deeply implanted in their hearts and has become
their faith, their ideal.

The vyouth of the wurban centers and, above all, the
school youth are almost totally mobilized. Instead of cor-
rupting them and causing them to degenerate, the fascist
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education had the opposite effect: they revolted and ex-
posed the lying fascist propaganda which was trying to
destroy their national feelings.

The working youth, today ruthlessly exploited by the
fascist system, have not been adequately rallied and or-
ganized, although they are always ready to take part in
any action, displaying determination and proletarian
discipline.

In general the peasant youth have lagged behind, and
this is the fault of party members who have not been in-
terested in them and have underestimated their impor-
tance. The peasant youth must play a major role in the
partisan war; together with the peasant women, they will
be the freedom-fighters’” most reliable auxiliary.

The Albanian women are oppressed by fascism, by
bourgeois and feudal traditions and laws; they, more than
anyone else, sympathize with our struggle, in which they
also see their own liberation; they are ready to make any
sacrifice  for their husbands, their brothers and their sons
who are fighting. With their aid, in their role as nurses,
as well as fighting with guns, as they are doing in the
Soviet Union, they will play a major role in the National
Liberation War. We must form an anti-fascist united front
of the Albanian women. Just as our women comrades
are working, so the women of the people should also work,
for they, too, feel strongly about this war.

Mobilization ~ from above can be achieved by uniting
with  all  anti-fascist  political ~ trends.  After the Italians
came to Albania, some nationalists remained more or less
passive towards the spread of fascist influence, but others
took an active stand against fascism, supporting the move-
ment of national liberation initiated by the youth, who
showed the first signs of active resistance with their dem-
onstrations. The war between Italy and Greece ruined
the reputation of the fascist power in the eyes of the peo-
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ple and the nationalists, who began to understand the
anti-fascist movement more clearly. With the entry of
the Soviet Union into the war, the imperialist war un-
leashed by fascism took on a different character, that of
a liberation war. The Soviet Union was waging a war in
defense of its territories, and its resistance to the Germans
aroused great hopes of victory among the oppressed na-
tions. The Communist Party of Albania began an open
struggle against the occupier, and the honest nationalists
resolutely aided this struggle. The nationalists saw that
the only way to save Albania was for the Albanian peo-
ple to unite and fight the invader, as other oppressed na-
tions were doing, and that this war would run parallel
to that waged by the Soviet Union and the great democra-
cies. The former slogan: “The time has not come”, which
had become the motto of some self-styled nationalists, was
done away with. The Communist Party began the fight
and made great advances. Its slogans won the sympathy
of the people because they expressed their aspirations.
Certain  nationalists accused us of extremism, alleging that
we were going too far to the left, and some of them used
this point to justify their failure to take an active part
in the National Liberation War together with the Com-
munist  Party. The sincere nationalists had  sympathies
with  our Party, our movement and our determination to
fight fascism. As for the slogans over which they accused
us of extremism, the Communist Party launched them for
the following reasons:

1) — to strengthen the cadres who had just emerged
from the struggle of groups, so that they would form a
more genuinely communist consciousness;

2) — to explain to the people what communism is,
what is the Soviet Union, the Red Army, and comrade
Stalin, because the communists of the different groups had
worked in disguise and communist work had not been po-
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pularized. This popularization was necessary to eradicate
from  people’'s minds all the anti-communist prejudices
that the bourgeois class and fascism had indoctrinated
them with, so that the people would gain confidence in
the victory of the peoples of the Soviet Union and take
the example of the Soviet Union as the basis of their Na-
tional Liberation War.

Gradually the international situation changed in favour
of the allies. Within Albania sabotage and combat actions
by partisan units (the first action being at Skrapar) were
started. The national liberation struggle gained momen-
tum. The situation was ripe for the creation of a united
National  Liberation Front, which found the support of
the more resolute section of nationalists. On the initiative
of the Party, delegates came from all parts of Albania,
representing all trends of Albanian nationalism, the Com-
munist Party of Albania, the Communist Youth and the
Young Albanian Women, guided by the lofty aim of the
liberation of Albania from the vyoke of fascist Italy and
the local traitors who had sold out to the foreigners. After
careful examination of the situation internationally and in
Albania, and in particular, being aware of the common
desire and the need for the organization of all the energies
of the people and for their total wunity in the National
Liberation ~ War, they elected the (Provisional) National
Liberation  General Council which undertook to set up
councils in all regions. This conference8 had great signifi-
cance, for it united the people in struggle against the occu-
piers. We must continue the example of Peza. This was
the first step, and now we must take the second, if we are
to advance. That was our first contact with the national-
ists, and it was of great benefit. The popular masses were

8 This refers to the Peza Conference convened on September
16, 1942.
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set in motion, the nationalists, previously inactive, began
to come closer to us and to sympathize with our movement.
Our circle of sympathizers and friends widened, and the
movement became broader and assumed a general charac-
ter.  Many disagreements and  misunderstandings  between
the nationalists and the Communist Party had been
cleared up, and the people no longer regard communism
as a bogey or consider communists as “men without a
country”, as the fascists like to make out. This was the
first step in the creation of a united front in an organized
form. This was a great political success for the Communist
Party, although it was not as firm as it should have been,
because not all the nationalists agreed among themselves,
and some of them had doubts about the victory of the
Anti-fascist Front (over the German summer offensive).

The councils are of great importance to the war. They
are the most democratic organs, and mobilize all the peo-
ple, of whatever category or trend, in the struggle against
fascism.

This is how the resolution of the Peza Conference
defines them:

"In the unliberated areas, the councils are organs of
struggle. They wunite all the people’s liberation forces, carry
out agitation and propaganda, direct the political struggle
against the  occupiers, mobilize  the masses of the
people for the liberation war and, at the same time, mo-
bilize all the material provisions needed for the war; the
councils will be councils of the broad masses, which will
rally the great bulk of the people. The councils secure
arms and food supplies for the partisans and the freedom-
fighters. They  popularize  the National Liberation ~ War,
pass on information on enemy movements, enemy strength,
etc. The councils set up the press, organize propaganda and
agitation, organize sabotage actions (refusing to hand over
grain, tithes, wool, etc.,, opposing any interference by the
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occupiers through their banks, companies, monopolies, and
agricultural companies). Organized struggle against the
Agricultural Bank, against companies which try to rob the
peasant of his land, struggle against those who grant land
and various concessions to the Italians, struggle against all
the agents profiting at the people’s expense through the
intermediary of the invader. The councils denounce all the
profiteers and intermediaries of the invader, popularize
the general insurrection as a final stage, as an outcome of
the partisan struggle, and organize and prepare the public,
men, women and young people.

In the liberated territories, the national liberation
councils carry out the functions of government (excluding
military  affairs), maintain law and order, make war on
traitors, control the movement of people, fight crime, theft,
etc. In cooperation with the military organs, the councils
combat the fifth column, look after the economy and food
supplies for the population, organize trade and finance,
providle food and other necessities for the partisan and
volunteer® units, see to the development of education and
carry out educational work among the people, reproduce
propaganda and  agitational = materials, and acquire the
necessary technical equipment, such as printing presses,
radios,  etc. People are  mobilized politically ~ for  the
National ~ Liberation =~ War, the councils are consolidating
their strength, and combatting every enemy and every
danger. These councils deal with some minor legal mat-
ters and, in particular, should try to settle blood feuds,
the more so ata time when we are fighting against the

9 Following the Peza Conference, besides the partisan units,
territorial volunteer units were also set up in the liberated areas.
They were irregular units of self-defence which took up arms
at every call by the partisan units to attack enemy forces or to
resist enemy operations. They served also as the source to fill
the ranks of the regular partisan units.
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occupation of our country. The national liberation councils
are very important. Through them the country is governed,
and the people are mobilized for the struggle and the armed
uprising. That is why they are important”.

Thus we see that the Communist Party of Albania has
precisely  implemented the  directives of the  Communist
International on the setting up and consolidation of the
National  Liberation Front with the participation of all
Albanian patriots, although complete success has not been
attained. Only when we succeed in organizing all the
masses of the people can we say that we have fulfilled the
directive of the Comintern. Today there is a group of
nationalists called “Balli Kombétar”. They are people of
all  political trends, but they do not yet have a sound
organization. Among them there are men of the people
who really want to fight fascism, who have understood
the importance of the National Liberation War, but there
are also others who have no real determination, and more
or less side with opportunists and the occupiers. Our task
is to have discussions with them, to persuade them to col-
laborate in direct struggle against the invader.

There are nationalists who are isolated and have not
yet understood the National Liberation War. We must
approach them, explain our struggle to them and persuade
them to join the fight.

There are also the Zogites; with them, too, we must
carry out a policy of rapprochement and cooperation.

There is the Catholic clergy; they are organized and
constitute a political force more or less under the influence
of the occupiers. Our task is to approach those elements
who have understood the infamous role of the occupiers
and are determined to fight them, extending our hand to
them and convincing them to cooperate.

And we have the “Zjarri” group which has already
been discussed.
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There are the pro-Germans who play the role of fifth
columnists and splitters of the National Liberation Front.
We must expose them as fascists, as traitors who have sold
out to the enemy.

So we see that the range is broad and that intelligent,
determined, and resolute work is called for. The com-
munists should take an active part in this struggle and ex-
plain to everyone why they are fighting. They speak a
sincere and truthful language which is understood by all:
they are fighting for national Iliberation against a common
enemy, fascism, for the self-determination of the people,
for a democratic people’s Albania. We must not come out
with extremist slogans, slogans of the communist revolu-
tion, but with slogans about national liberation, for other-
wise we will cause splits in the wunited front. Today the
communists are fighting for the freedom of Albania, and
not for communism. At present we put forward national
liberation slogans, without losing the individuality of the
Party. We must popularize our activities, our heroes, and
the Soviet Union, as the vanguard of the liberation strug-
gle of the oppressed nations. Our slogans should be broad,
meaningful and clear, but always within the framework
of the national liberation struggle. Here are some
examples :

Long live the wunity of the Albanian people in the
struggle against the occupiers and local traitors!

Death to the fascist occupier and the traitors to our
country !

Out with the fascist invader!

Long live the fraternal wunion of the Albanian people
against the invader!

Long live the fraternity of the oppressed peoples and
their struggle against the invader!

Llong live the Volunteer Partisan Army of National
Liberation!
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Long live the great anti-fascist alliance!

Long live the Anti-fascist National Liberation Front!

Long live free democratic Albania!

Long live the National Liberation General Council!

Long live the CPA, the true fighter for the liberation
of Albania!

Long live the Soviet Union, the standard-bearer of
the fight against fascism for the liberation of the oppressed
nations!

These are the slogans of national liberation, broad
slogans  which, nevertheless, differ from those of the
national chauvinists, and the Party does not lose its in-
dividuality. We must arouse the liveliest interest in our
slogans and our struggle among the broad strata of the
population  (peasants, workers, etc). When people ask us
what the Communist Party is, what communism is and how
will it be established here in Albania, we must give our
communist answer, explaining their ills and how they can
be remedied. We are not opportunists and have by no
means forgotten our long term tasks, but before we reach
that stage, we must carry out our most immediate task, the
National Liberation War.

The Party's role in this war should be to inspire and
lead it, not with words and decrees, but through practical
work, penetrating deep among the masses, concerning it-
self with their everyday problems, and making an approach
to the nationalists. In the first place the communists should
be courageous, resolute, and equipped with a clear-cut
political line on the problems that are concerning our peo-
ple now. The Party is the main pillar of the National
Liberation War, but the honest and resolute nationalists
should take an active part in the leadership of this move-
ment. The Communist Party, together with the national-
ists, in a single anti-fascist bloc, with a definite line and
objectives, will lead the people in the struggle against the
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invader. The present political situation, both external and
internal, is very favourable to close cooperation with the
nationalists. On the Soviet front the Red Army is emerg-
ing stronger than ever. Its offensive is assuming great and
catastrophic  proportions for German nazism and its run-
ning dogs. Everywhere in Europe the oppressed nations
are gaining their breath and beginning to rise. The pup-
pet governments and the traitors are trembling at the
knees. In the Mediterranean the fascist empire  has
crumbled, the allied forces are on the point of liquidating
the TItalian and German forces in Tunisia, and the threat
to Italy is becoming closer and more grave. There have
been great changes in the internal situation. Unable to cope
with the situation created by the National Liberation War
of the Albanian people, Mustafa Kruja’s government, a
government of fascist terror, has resigned. Fascism s
losing control of the situation and kiling its own people.
It is resorting to reprisals, hoping that through terror it
may stop the struggle against it. But here too it is
bankrupt, for the people are not intimidated (witnesses the
recent demonstrations). The new government, urged on
by the Luogotenenza, is trying to split the wunited front by
means of compromises. These are symptoms of the weak-
ness of Italian fascism and the traitors. Our people have
understood what their game is, and are more determined
than ever to fight the enemy. The recent demonstrations
prove that the people are united and ready to fight. This
impulse  towards collaboration, which comes from below,
will  certainly influence those nationalists who are hanging
back and dragging matters out unendingly. If we work
correctly, unity from below will automatically bring unity
from above, too, and thus the liberation struggle will as-
sume a general character.

This war is being waged by guerrilla units, and partisan
and volunteer units. The role of the partisan units is
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colossal. One of the sources they draw on is the members
of the Party. The communists are in the front rank, but
a unit should include as many men and women of the
people and nationalists as possible; it is not an army of
the Party, but of the people. There is a cell and a political
commissar in a wunit, but this does not mean that the
partisan unit should remain a unit of cadres. In the unit
communists fight not only with the rifles but also with
the pen, through agitation, propaganda and conferences.
The unit mobilizes the population, mobilizes the peasants
and defends their interests. The communists should play
a leadership role at the grass-roots of the National Libera-
tion War, but through conviction, firmness, discipline and
political ~clarity, and not through adventurism, so as to
gain the sympathy of all the members of the unit and of
the people of the district where they are operating. The
unit should have a popular character, and to achieve this,
the directive says, we must bring into the leadership of
the partisan struggle as many honest Albanian patriots and
nationalists as possible. At the Peza Conference it was
agreed that the General Staff would emerge in the course
of the war from the communist and nationalist elements
determined to fight. The Party has organized some units,
but these do not include sufficient nationalists. These
units should be of the people, and all those who want to
fight, without distinction of political trends, should be
brought into them. From these units we will pass on later
to the stage of a people’s army when the war will be waged
with army corps. Honest nationalists should be included
in the supreme command in order to give the movement
a general character. The communists should not maintain
reservations about this. The people know who the com-
munists are, and that they declare themselves openly; they
should have no hesitation towards the resolute nationalists,
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but, on the contrary, among fighters for a common cause
the greatest sincerity should exist. The common struggle
and the blood we shed together will strengthen our trust
in one another, and take us forward to the people’s victory
against the occupiers. So we see that the tasks of the
communists are great, and what is required of them is
deeds, not words. In order to carry out all these directives
which the Communist International sends us, we must be
well-organized, have clear views, and expel from the Party
all those who do not understand the line of the National
Liberation War and who sabotage these directives. With-
out establishing a united front victory is impossible, and
without this front fascism would isolate us and then find
the opportunity to annihilate us. These directives, which
aim to bring the nationalists closer to wus, and not to
alienate them from wus, should be implemented to the Iletter.
We should expose and fight only those who play the game
of the occupiers. Our stand and our political line towards
the nationalists should be such that our slogans are never
offensive to their ideas and principles. We must realize
that our present and future depend on the National Libera-
tion War, and that without it we could not continue our
advance, but would be destroyed. These directives should
be implemented to the letter, for there is danger of fratri-
cide, of the people being split into two camps, one com-
munist and the other nationalist; this is the greatest harm
we could cause our people, our Party, and the cause we are
fighting for. The fascists want to divide us, and this they
are striving to achieve; they know very well that not even
the most barbarous measures, reprisals, and so on, can
intimidate and defeat a wunited people determined to fight.
Therefore, we must show the greatest determination in im-
plementing these very clear and correct directives sent by
the Communist International, in the certainty that, if we
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carry them out, we will always advance, the Party will
grow stronger, we will annihilate fascism, the people will
win their freedom, and tomorrow we will be in a position
to carry out our maximum program.

Works, vol. 1.



LETTER TO THE KORCA REGIONAL COMMITTEE OF
THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF ALBANIA ON THE
DISSOLUTION OF THE “ZJARRI” GROUP AND

THE EDUCATION OF ITS MEMBERS

March 7, 1943

Dear comrades,

This deals with the matter of the “Zjarri” group. We
inform you of the following, and ask you to act as indicated.

The “Zjarri” group has surrendered to the Party un-
conditionally. This has come about because of the pres-
sure exerted by group members on their leaders, and be-
cause the latter saw that the work they were doing was of
a factional nature. Their existence as a group led them to
catastrophe. This constitutes a success for the Party be-
cause it is liquidating the group and incorporating into its
ranks communists who had been led on a wrong line and
who should be educated to become good communists.

We have often spoken about the “Zjarri” group which
was indeed a group with a line that was wrong from both
the political and organizational points of view. There
were various reasons for this, but the main one was that it
had no knowledge of the way to work.

“Zjarri” (Andrea Zisi) introduced alien ideas into his
group and committed grave political errors, among others
in regard to the National Liberation War. He tried to hide
behind a mask of rotten nationalism, tried to establish rela-
tions with M. Kruja, and made other mistakes similar to



112 ENVER HOXHA

these, which caused his organizational errors. By hiding
himself and by not Ileaving himself independent, and by
reaching a compromise with M. Kruja, from this wrong
view of the National Liberation War, he left the group
tagging along behind the ™“Balli Kombétar” movement, and
it was “Zjarri” members, as they! have admitted them-
selves, who initiated the formation of the “Balli Kom-
bétar”.

“Zjarri” deceived his comrades about certain connec-
tions (with the Greek Communist Party) which, if they
existed, he distorted and misdirected in order to achieve his
sinister aims, such as, for example, his agreement with
M. Kruja. But it is probable that the connections “Zjarri”
claimed to have with the Greek Communist Party were
only a hoax to mislead people.

The comrades who believed in these connections of
“Zjarri” and in the Iline he had laid down, have made
mistakes.

a — On the unity of the communists in Albania. From
both the Party and the “Zjarri” group there had been a
demand for an approach to wunity, but this was sabotaged
by “Zjarri” (Andrea Zisi). When he made contact with
three of our comrades?, errors were committed by both
parties in appointing one person to maintain liaisons be-
tween the Party and the group3.

This way of acting and maintaining contacts was quite
wrong and the Central Committee repudiated it, but the
comrades did not inform the “Zjarri” group of that deci-
sion. So no links were maintained with them.

1 The members of the “Zjarri” group.

2 The 1st meeting of the representatives of the CPA and
the “Zjarri” group to discuss the merger took place in January
1943.

3 The “Zjarri” group.
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b — On the line of work with the nationalists. They
have acted objectively in such a way as to prevent col-
laboration with the sincere nationalists who wanted unity
in the National Liberation War. They have contributed to
the formation of the "Balli Kombétar”, and this prevented
the  achievement  of  cooperation between the honest
nationalists and the Party, making it seem as though there
were two types of communists: savage fighting commu-
nists and peace-loving communists, and allowing the com-
munist principles to be drowned by right-wing nationalism ;
they have formed their separate armed wunits at a time
when there are partisan units in Albania which constitute
a genuine army of the people; they have adopted various
nationalist slogans and have published materials full
of errors. They have created their own central committee
and regional committees, as well as three-member cells;
all these steps were wrong because the Party, based on the
principles of Lenin and Stalin, was in existence.

The comrades should always keep all this in mind,
whatever may be our stand towards these young comrades
who will enter the Party and will be incorporated in its
ranks.

First of all, our old experience should help us greatly
in this matter. The comrades who will join our ranks are
at the stage we were at in the time of the groups.

Our Party has been cured of that disease, and com-
rades are in a position to cure and to raise to their own level
these new comrades who come from a group we were fight-
ing, who are at a very low political and organizational
level; they have been misled and still do not really know
anything about the Party and love for it, but the majority
of them want communism, are communists and love the
Party.

What were the weapons the Party used to cure the
comrades infected by the spirit of groups? Initially they
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were persuasion and explanation, arousing in the hearts of
the comrades love for the Party, love for their comrades,
for discipline and secrecy, ending personal connections in
organizational matters, maintaining the highest vigilance to
prevent dangerous elements from establishing themselves,
and finally, purging our ranks of wavering, anti-party, and
factionalist elements, and others infected by the group
spirit.

This is how we will act with these new comrades who
need every possible explanation, advice and support. We
must explain over and over again to the comrades who
will come, what the Party is, what is discipline, and secrecy,
what are cells, what are the organizational links and /ine
of the Party, the line of the National Liberation War, the
directives of the Communist International. And this
should be done with the greatest clarity, with the greatest
patience, and with full conviction, for in these things, as
well as in their organizational line, they were quite wrong.
They should be given every opportunity to raise their
theoretical  and political ~ understanding,  putting all  the
materials of the Party at their disposal for their education.
They should be convinced, convinced and again convinced.
And in addition, the comrades should keep their eyes wide
open. They should be vigilant to defend the Party as the
apple of their eye, to safeguard its unity and the integrity
of its ranks and to cut off all possible threats.

The new comrades should be put to work, should be
taught how to work, and we should demand results. In a
word, we must be sure guides and true communists, who
are concerned to raise the level of good comrades, to cor-
rect those who are mistaken, and to eliminate anti-party
elements.

As we have noted, this group initiated the setting up
of the ™“Balli Kombétar”, and some of its members have
worked under the guise of nationalists.
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How should they act now? Those group members
who are in the "“Balli Kombétar” will continue to work as
a faction within the “Balli Kombétar”, and this faction will
try, together with the revolutionary nationalists in the
organization, to get the "“Balli Kombétar” to accept close
cooperation with the Party and to agree to participate in
the national liberation councils; they will try to organize
a big conference, with the participation of the Party, the
“Balli Kombétar” and the sincere non-party nationalists,
and above all, our faction should shake up the “Balli Kom-
bétar” to make it participate directly in the war against
the occupiers. Within the ranks of the ™Balli Kombétar”,
they should combat all the advocates of compromise, neu-
tralize the lazy and the cowardly, and encourage the
armed detachments of the “Balli Kombétar” to fraternize
with ours in all matters. Within the "“Ball”, they should
insist on the creation of a single command for the National
Liberation War. They should combat the opinion of the
“Balli Kombétar” reactionaries regarding the formation of
the army and gendarmerie, because the people’s army and
gendarmerie are formed in the mountains, and not in the
barracks of fascism. This is how our Party should work
there; as for the other questions, there is no need to discuss
them; the work should carry on in a well organized way.

How will you take over the group? Their so-called
central committee is discussing the question with their
comrades, and after they have informed the regions
through those in charge of their work, they will give us
lists of all their connections in every locality, and then we
will send you a password so that you may contact the
person in charge of the group of your region.

This person in charge will hand over his “army”, with
its arms and “bagagli”*. It would be a good thing for one

* Bagagli (It. in the original) — equipment.
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of our comrades to go to these cells and wind up their
activities; you should convince the person you come into
contact with of the need for this. Otherwise you should
closely examine the list of the comrades which is handed
over to you, and if you have any doubts, discuss them with
him or them, convincing them that, if the work is to go
well, it is always necessary to aim at quality rather than
quantity, and explaining to them that those whose minds
are not made wup can remain in educational groups at
present and join the Party later if they are good people.
Tell whoever is in charge of them that it is better to keep
a comrade in an educational group for a while than to
expel him from the Party, and at the same time, stress
that responsibility rests with the person in charge, for he
knows his comrades. With the comrades who come to us,
form cells of 6 or 7 people, including among them 2 or 3
of our comrades, who should be good comrades determined
to work in the way we have outlined.

The new comrades who come should not be allocated
to the existing cells.

As from now, suspend all polemics and criticism
against them, and fraternize with them until they are in-
corporated into our ranks.

Read this letter carefully, to avoid making mistakes.

Comradely greetings

SelampA

Works, vol. 1.

4 One of the pseudonyms comrade Enver Hoxha used during
the National Liberation War.



CIRCULAR ON THE ORGANIZATION OF THE
NATIONAL LIBERATION ARMY

April 10, 1943

TO THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE. . .2
TO COMRADE. ..

This is the time for the organization of the National
Liberation Army; therefore, in order to be able to direct
the  national liberation  movement, which is  developing
into an uprising, it is necessary to form larger units as well
as higher level staffs. As we have discussed and decided,
the formation of the central headquarters staff and other
staffs is essential. From the technical and practical view-
point it has become evident that the units and their activ-
ity cannot be directed by fighting unit leaders alone,
headquarters staff of the operational zone should be set up

.2 This has been judged reasonable and the zone.
will be the military objective of your activity. A small
explanation, before we go on to explain how the headquar-
ters staff is made up. Great prospects are opening before
us concerning the organization of larger units of the
Albanian Partisan Volunteer National Liberation Army

1 Punctuation as in the document.

2 A zone staff was set up only for the Vlora and Gjirokastra
regions, under the name "“Staff of the 1st Operational Zone of
Vlora and Gjirokastra”. In the other regions regional or group
staffs were set up.



118 ENVER HOXHA

(APVNLA); now we are faced not only with small-scale
actions, but with the question of the liberation of Albania,
and this cannot be carried out by one, two or even more
independent  units, but calls for a regular army. This
necessitates  large-scale  mobilization and the formation of
larger military units, battalions and still larger units. Now
we will pass to the technical side of setting up the zone
headquarters staff.

1) To achieve this, the ground should be prepared po-
litically with the honest nationalists of each zone, explain-
ing the necessity of the formation of the headquarters
staff. You should do this together with the organization
of the...

2) The essential members of the staff are: the com-
mander  (preferably an  honest nationalist), the  political
commissar, their deputies (if you have enough cadres to
appoint a deputy political commissar, then do so, if not,
do without one), the operations sector, one person and
possibly his deputy, who must have some knowledge about
battle plans (if the former is a nationalist, then the deputy
must certainly be a party member). These are the essen-
tial members of the =zone headquarters staff. In addition,
the staff can include other influential people from the
base. The headquarters staff has the task of directing all
activity in the respective zone. This staff will direct all
the lower staffs and wunits. Its essential members are to
stay together in one place from which they can direct
operations in the zone, but dont be too rigid about this.
When there are important activities, a part of the staff or
all of it may go there to conduct operations. The zone can
be divided into two or three sectors. The brigade should
have its own staff, made up in the same way as the zone
headquarters staff ; it should ensure direct contact through
two couriers, resolute party members, who will carry the
dispatches of the zone headquarters staff, from which ins-
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tructions and battle plans will be received. Until the bri-
gades are formed, this will be done by the units and bat-
talions. Two couriers, chosen from among the most res-
olute party members, are to maintain contact with the
APVNLA  central headquarters. Likewise, we must main-
tain contact with the staffs of the border =zones. The
supply sector of the zone headquarters should be stationed
near the zone staff and see to feeding and clothing the
army of the respective zone; goods captured from the
enemy by the various units are to be handed over to the
zone headquarters which will distribute them according to
needs.

We are not writing about the duties of the commander
and the political commissar, for you know them already.
We are writing only about the people responsible for ope-
rations. It is they who draw up the battle plans (attack
and retreat, and so on) proceeding from their information
and knowledge, and present them to the headquarters
staff for discussion; following the decision of the staff,
directives or orders are sent to various units of the res-
pective  zone. The political commissar, or his deputy,
maintains  contact with the Party through the political
secretary of the region where the staff is stationed. The
party organization in the army should carry out maximum
activity; this activity is led, supervised, and assisted by
the political commissar or his deputy.

The organization of the zone headquarters staff in
your region is a matter of urgency. Once again I stress
that it is necessary to ensure the participation in the zone
headquarters  staff of influential honest nationalists  who
have wholeheartedly joined the struggle against the in-
vaders and local traitors.

As previously discussed, as soon as possible, send us
the names of people suitable to take part in the central
headquarters staff of the APVNLA.
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Meanwhile,  while  organizing your headquarters staff,
don't interrupt your activities, but go ahead with your
plans.

Comradely greetings
For the Central Committee

ShpatB
PS — Detailed instructions will be sent to you very soon ;
this letter will assist you untii we send the necessary
directives.
First published in "Principal Works, vol. 1.

Documents of the PLA”, vol. 1,
Tirana 1960

3 One of the pseudonyms comrade Enver Hoxha used during
the National Liberation War.



CIRCULAR ON THE CREATION OF THE
ALBANIAN ANTI-FASCIST WOMEN’'S UNION

April 14, 1943

Dear comrades,

In our war against the fascist occupiers, in this war
so decisive for our people, the women play an important
rolet. Faced with this important factor of the National
Liberation War, the party organization is confronted with
certain  tasks, the most important of which being the
formation of  the anti-fascist ~ front of the Albanian
women.

In order to form this front, it is necessary to bring
together the broad masses of women of every category and
every social stratum. Conferences are the best way of
bringing the women together, but these must not be aca-
demic meetings to talk about problems divorced from
practical life; their getting together must arise from their
actual needs — the demand for bread, protests against in-
ternments, protests against threats, executions, etc. These
meetings and conferences should not deal only with high-
level politics, but should talk about the oppression of
women, their needs, the hated enemy, fascism, and the
need to fightit, and the tasks of the women in this libera-

1 About 6,000 women and girls took part, arms in hand, in
the National Liberation War.
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tion war. The war itself will provide us with the mate-
rial for this work. The communiques, proclamations, and
various appeals should be explained over and over again
in simple and comprehensible terms. By these means and
through the organs of the Party and of the Youth hatred
for the enemy will be aroused, the barbarities, the burn-
ings, killing of women and children, and so on, will be
emphasized. These meetings should also talk about
hygiene, bringing up children, the way a good housewife
should work, and her various duties. Perhaps these things
may seem unnecessary and distasteful to them, but our
women party members or the women most suited to do
this work should patiently explain these matters in order
to convince the women of the necessity for the directives.
Various courses to wipe out illiteracy, especially in the
countryside, will be of great value and assistance in the
formation of this front; sewing and nursing courses are
essential, and should be set up as soon as possible, es-
pecially now that the war is becoming fiercer every day. It
should be emphasized that these various meetings, courses
and conferences should be attended by all those who, in
one way or another, want to help the war against fascism.
Al the women from town and countryside who believe in
the war against the enemy, women of every political ten-
dency and trend —  anti-fascist,  Zogite, Ballist, and
religious women should take part in them — there must
be no sectarianism in this matter. In those cities
where there are women under the influence of the
“Balli Kombétar”, cooperation with them should be com-
plete and sincere.

Anti-fascist women’s councils should emerge from
these conferences. The councils are formed in this manner:
the suburban council emerges from the suburban confer-
ence and is elected by the women themselves. The councils
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of the wvarious suburbs each appoint a woman to take
part in the city council. This council should comprise as
many members as is considered necessary. Councils ac-
cording to skills and occupations can also be set up. The
village council emerges from the meetings and confer-
ences in the villages, and is linked with the city council.
This is the democratic method, the best and preferred
method of setting up the councils. But it is by no means the
only way. If, because of the reaction, this method is not
possible, first the city council is selected from above, from
among the most suitable and active women. This council
then takes on the task of organizing the suburban coun-
cils, whose members are appointed by the city council,
and not elected by the women of the suburb. In every
suburban council there should be one party member, if
there is one available, and in the «city council this
is indispensable. These councils should be the genuine
expression of the will of the women. They have the task
of rallying as many as possible from the masses of
women of the «city and countryside to the anti-fascist
women’s front. They must concern themselves with agita-
tion and propaganda, with all sorts of supplies for the
fighting  units, with various courses, as well as with
increasing the ranks of partisan and volunteer fighters
with  women and girls. The party members among them
should be the best fighters and an example for all the
other women.

Wherever possible, a member of the «city council
should also take part in the national liberation council of
that region.

We  should seize the opportunity to  build our
organization. From the various meetings educational
groups of the best and most determined women and girls
should be set wup, from which new party members
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should be recruited to increase the ranks of the
organization.

Comradely greetings
For the Central Committee

Valbona?

First published in “Principal Works, vol. 1.
Documents of the PLA” vol, 1,
Tirana 1960

2 One of the pseudonyms comrade Enver Hoxha used during
the National Liberation War.



INSTRUCTION TO THE VLORA REGIONAL
COMMITTEE OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF
ALBANIA ON THE MEASURES TO LIQUIDATE SADIK
PREMTE’'S! FACTION

May 3, 1943

TO THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE

Viora

Various reports we have received from the grass-
roots in your region have confronted us with a bitter real-
ity, with the critical situation this organization is going
through. It is faced with a faction hatched up by the
corrupt anti-party element, Sadik Premte, who had been
thrown out of the Party. The organization there had been
advised repeatedly to be extremely watchful and to take
the most radical measures to crush without mercy any
attempt that this traitorous element might make.

On every occasion, with all organizations and all com-
rades, and with you in particular, the great danger posed
to the Party by elements infected with the old group spirit
has been ceaselessly stressed. Various circulars have made
clear to vyou the systematic work of destruction and the
incessant sabotage activity of the factionalists led by the

1 The faction against the Party and the National Liberation
War in the region of Vlora was organized by the traitor Sadik
Premte in April 1943.
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two chief traitors, Anastas Lula and Sadik Premte. In
particular, the totally negative stand of Xhepi (Sadik
Premte) has been explained to you, and we have insistent-
ly stressed that he was the most dangerous and perfi-
dious intriguer among the anti-party elements.  Precisely
for this reason, one of the main concerns of the organiza-
tion, and especially of the leading comrades, should have
been to watch him carefully and, finally, to kick him out
of the Party. Facts indicate that things were not done in
this way at all.

In the most crucial moments of our history, at this
time of bloodshed, when the armies of the occupiers are
burning our villages and towns, when they are mercilessly
slaughtering our people en masse, when we should be
exerting every effort to make our organization strong and
worthy to lead this sacred movement, facts prove that
today the organization in your region is in a deplorable
situation; indifference  and carelessness in organizational
matters have weakened the organization and allowed the
formation of the faction with Xhepi, the traitor, at the
head.

In the Vlora region, where the people have taken up
arms and are furiously fighting shoulder to shoulder with
our comrades, instead of having a strong, disciplined or-
ganization, with elements tested in the heat of struggle,
we have an organization in which Xhepi has managed to
establish himself and, under the very noses of the leaders
and communist comrades, is organizing to torpedo the
Party. This situation would not have come about had it
not been for the carelessness for which you must take full
responsibility.

Judging from the reports we have received, no one has
gone for months on end to check on the comrades in the
cells and raise their political consciousness, but they have
been left to their own devices. These elements, who are
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certainly resolute, and recruited according to sound prin-
ciples, but neglected and left without proper education in
the spirit and discipline of the Party, and in the directives
issued by the CC, have been allowed to become a field of
activity for the factionalist elements to carry out their
anti-party work. It is wuseless to excuse ourselves, saying,
“"We havent enough comrades”, or “they promised us
some comrades but havent sent them”. Our people have
a saying: “You must cut your coat according to your
cloth.” This is applicable to us. You have been told over
and over again that the comrades should be trained local-
ly, they should be given responsible work, and the young
comrades should be helped and their consciousness raised
without waiting for the CC to send comrades, whom it
does not have and can find only in other organizations, all
of which are young and in need of cadres too. But you
have not worked in accordance with this criterion. Far
from raising their  consciousness and giving responsible
tasks to the sound elements who wholeheartedly love the
Party, you have sometimes worked according to wrong
criteria, allowing dubious elements  with an unsavoury
past to come to the fore. They have been placed in im-
portant posts in the Party and the fighting forces. Ele-
ments expelled from the Party have been wrongly re-
admitted, without obtaining the consent of the regional
committee, a thing which is impermissible. All these ele-
ments, which the regional committee carelessly placed in
important posts in the Party, inevitably became the basis
of the faction organized by Xhepi.

A remedy must be found immediately for the situa-
tion which has developed there. Ruthless, radical mea-
sures must be taken at once.

According to your reports, Xhepi, who organized the
faction, is being aided in this disgraceful and destructive
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activity by Vangjo, Difi, Pali,2 and others of lesser im-
portance. Xhepi and the other three started their des-
tructive and anti-party activity by contacting all their old
friends, persuading them that it was necessary to organize
a conference to overthrow the regional committee, to
take the reins into their hands, to take command of the
partisan units and impose themselves by force. Xhepi has
also been in contact with H. L3 and convinced him of his
personal innocence. Xhepi has spread panic and defeat-
ism among the comrades. Under these conditions, the
stand of the Party should be exemplary and the nest of
vipers must be crushed immediately. The Party should
be up to its tasks. Its name should bring terror to the
hearts of the external and internal enemies, just as it raises
the spirits of the people and arouses their faith in and
love for the Party. This is what should be done: Xhepi
and Pali should be shot at once as traitors and factional-
ists, sworn enemies of the Party and people. At the same
time, Vangjo and Difi as well as all those elements who
have taken part in this affair should be arrested, and
their trial should be held without loss of time. Some res-
olute comrades of the Party and of the regional committee
should take part in the trial, at which the stand of
Vangjo and Difi, and others should be clarified, as well
as the extent of their participation and responsibility. As
for Vangjo and Difi, their minimal punishment should be
expulsion from the Party, and dismissal from any func-
tion, while being retained in the unit under close surveil-
lance. If they remain in solidarity with Xhepi, express no
repentance for what they have done, and continue to

2 The closest collaborators of Sadik Premte in organizing the
revolt against the Party.

3 Hysni Lepenica, representative of the "“Balli Kombétar” in
the region of Viora.
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maintain an anti-party stand, then they should be shot
too. The others involved should be tried in a very cool-
headed atmosphere, and be sentenced as they deserve.
Those condemned to death should be denounced to the
people for their treachery. This should be done with the
greatest possible speed, and swift measures should be
taken to remedy the situation, to reinforce the positions
both within the organization and in the regions where
trouble is expected, and any move should be dealt with
mercilessly.  All  dubious and wavering elements should
be purged from commanding posts and be replaced by
loyal party people. Discipline should be tightened up;
two people should go to talk with H. L., explain to him
the reasons for the measures adopted against these trai-
tors, and convince him of their correctness.

The comrades of the regional committee and comrade
Besnik# are charged with implementing these directives;
and all comrades of the organization should categorically
obey their decisions. There are special instructions for
comrade Besnik on how to organize the regional committee
and the activity in the organization.

For the carrying out of these measures, putting a
speedy end to this situation, and rooting the faction right
out, all of you are responsible to the Party.

Comradely greetings
For the Central Committee

Shpati

Works, vol. 1.

4 Pseudonym of Hysni Kapo, Member of the CC of the CPA
and Political Secretary of the Vlora Regional Party Committee.



CIRCULAR ON THE LIQUIDATION
OF SADIK PREMTE’'S FACTION IN THE VLORA
ORGANIZATION!

June 17, 1943

TO THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE AND THE COMRADES
OF THE VLORA ORGANIZATION

On the basis of various reports presented by the re-
gional committee of the organization there, and from the
report of the delegate of the Central Committee especially
sent to the Vlora region to carry out an investigation into
the situation created by the traitor and enemy of the
Party, Sadik Premte (Xhepi), we have written this letter,
which should be read in the entire organization, and acted
upon as follows.

From the time of the founding of the Party, the un-
healthy  groupist elements, led by Sadik Premte and
Anastas  Lula, wusing all their cunning, endeavoured to
destroy the foundations of our young Party. They used
every move to sow among the comrades lack of faith in
the Party, distrust in the leading bodies and lack of faith
in the organization of the movement and the war, and

1 The faction was liquidated in May 1943 with the direct in-
tervention of the Central Committee of the Party, after comrade
Enver Hoxha in person went to the spot, and with the active
participation of the communists of the region of Viora led by
comrades Hysni Kapo and Mehmet Shehu.
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advised comrades not to implement the directives issued
by the Central Committee.

The Party used the method of persuasion with these
groupist elements. For a long time, it warned them that
such  work, which they were carrying out deliberately,
was anti-party work, and that this road was bound to
lead to their being criticised, and that stern measures
would be taken against them if they carried on in this
way.

At the 1st Consultative Meeting of the Party Activ-
ists — you have read and studied its resolution — it was
decided that all the wavering elements and those infected
by the group spirit should be persuaded to give up their old
activity and to carry out the directives of the Party, be-
cause, in order to cope with the tasks facing us, and the
events which are unfolding at great speed, it is essential
for us to have complete unity of thought and action in our
Party, to have a common outlook, both in political work
and in the organization itself. Although the Party made
every effort to reform these unsound comrades, time and
facts showed that these comrades persisted in their old
methods of group work. These comrades have always op-
posed the directives of the Party: the directive on prole-
tarian morality against theft, on work with the peasantry,
on the line of the youth, on security, on actions. All along
they have been disgruntled, criticisihng the party com-
rades, and especially its higher organs. Their discontent
and their criticism had a collective and organized
character.

At our Party's most critical moments when the reac-
tion was attacking us mercilessly and our finest comrades
were falling martyrs on the field of honour for the glory
of our Party and to liberate the Albanian people from the
foreign yoke, Sadik Premte and Anastas Lula tried once
again to realize the sinister aims of their anti-party work,
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trying to take over the leading posts, and thus to re-
establish their old gangster method of work.

Taking all this into account and seeing that these ele-
ments did not want to change their course and follow the
true communist road, after a conference?2 at which Sadik
Premte, Anastas Lula and other comrades were present,
the Central Committee of the Party decided to adopt a
definite stand, to purge the party ranks and deal ruthless-
ly with anti-party elements of every kind and however
they might disguise themselves. Following this conference
Anastas  Lula, Sadik Premte and some other comrades
were thrown out of the Party; but even then it was
stressed to these groupist elements that we hoped they
would see the serious errors of their ways and correct them
outside the Party, because they were wunable to correct
them while in the Party.

To all the party organizations the great danger that
group spirit constitutes for the Party has been pointed
out, and it has been stressed to all comrades that the
struggle against the groupist elements should be severe,
that the groupist elements are trying their hardest to
systematically destroy what has been achieved, through
sabotage, often going as far as provocation in favour of

2 This refers to the Extraordinary Conference of the Party, held
in Tirana in June 1942. It took up for consideration the question
of doing away with the factionalist and liquidatory trend of the
former chiefs of the “Youth” group, Anastas Lula and Sadik
Premte. The conference decided on the explusion of both of them,
together with their collaborators, from the Party. The struggle
against the factionalists brought on the surface other details im-
peding the work of the Party and its strengthening. The CC
condemned the disruptive activity of Mustafa Gjinishi and Kogo
Tashko, etc., who were disgruntled for not having been elected
to the CC and to the regional committees of the Party, as well as
the centrifugal tendencies of the Gjirokastra regional committee,
for which the main instigator was Bedri Spahiu — at that time
political secretary of the regional party committee.
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the enemy. The groupist elements are the most pernicious
internal disease of the Party, for they try to take the castle
from within, using and putting into action everything
which is not communist. It has been emphasized to all the
party comrades that they should be wide awake, keep
their eyes wide open, and watch every move and word of
these people. These infectious elements should never be
forgotten, even though they are outside the Party, for, as
comrade Stalin said, “The chief danger is the deviation
against which we have ceased to fight"”*. The most effec-
tive way to struggle against the groupist elements is to
strengthen our organizations, to vraise the party comrades
to the level of genuine communists, to implement the di-
rectives of the Central Committee to the letter, to work
tirelessly and systematically to care for and educate the
new party cadres, to make them capable in work and
struggle. Strengthening the party organizations with
staunch elements, with a high political, theoretical and
organizational level, means inevitable death to the groupist
elements, because germs always develop and multiply in
feeble body, and are exterminated in a strong one. Our
Communist Party should be a party of the Lenin-Stalin
type, a party with unbreakable unity and conscious iron
discipline.

The Vlora organization in particular, both the leading
comrades, as well as the rank-and-file, have been warned
repeatedly of the danger posed by the group elements.
The utterly negative and anti-party stand of Sadik Premte
has been explained to them, and they have been persist-
ently warned that Xhepi is the most dangerous, perfi-
dious, and cunning of the anti-party elements, and that
therefore one of the tasks of the leading comrades and the

*J. V. Stalin, Works, vol. 13, p. 369 (Alb. ed.).
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comrades of the organization is to watch attentively what
he is doing.

Unfortunately, far from being attentive, the comrades
have shown almost a complete lack of  watchfulness,
and have been lax and negligent in their work, which has
favoured the treachery of Xhepi and Co. Therefore, we
must thoroughly diagnose this disease, for only then can
we truly find the cure for it and, thus, get rid of the germ
and strengthen the Party.

The danger of factional elements seems to have been
almost forgotten in your organization, although Sadik
Premte, one of the most dangerous and sinister elements,
was active in your region. A clear-cut stand was not taken
towards him from the very beginning; the comrades
(and not all of them) were informed in undertones of his
expulsion from the Party and the harm he had done to
our work, and the party members and all sympathizers
of the Party were not even warned of the danger such
a person might represent. On the other hand, Xhepi's
persistent negative stand did not make you think that
this element who, despite all the time that had been spent
in trying to bring him round, could not be put on the
correct road, but was heading towards the foulest be-
trayal, had to be exposed before the people. Instead you
continued to maintain a careless attitude towards him.
Quietly, like a filthy germ, Xhepi worked systematically
against the Party, profithg from the laxity of the leading
comrades and the comrades of the organization. And the
mistakes and laxity on your part have been very serious.

First, the organizational work, which is our most im-
portant and principal problem, has been neglected. In a
communist party of the Lenin-Stalin type all problems are
closely interlinked with one another, and the solution of
these problems on the basis of the directives constitutes
the inevitable success of the party and its triumph in every
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field of activity. But, without giving correct considera-
tion and attaching the greatest importance to the organi-
zational question, which is the basis and starting point of
all activity, the work will certainly suffer, and in the
majority of cases will end in disaster. The Vlora comrades
did not have a proper appreciation of this work of
such vital importance for our Party, and the laxity they
have shown led to the situation created by the traitor
Sadik Premte and his followers. It is hard to understand,
and it sounds strange that such a thing could happen in
the Vlora region, where the people have taken wup arms
and are fighting fiercely beside our comrades; that in your
region, far from having a strong, disciplined organization,
the members of which have been tested under fire, we
are confronted with an organization in which the traitor
Xhepi can try to strike root and torpedo the Party. The
cause of this abnormal situation can only be found in the
irresponsible  carelessness of all the comrades of the Vlora
organization. For months on end no one has gone to
check up on or assist the comrades of the cells, but they
have been left to their own devices. These elements, who
are certainly staunch and were recruited on sound prin-
ciples, have been neglected and left without education in
the spirit and discipline of the Party, without being nur-
tured on the directives issued by the Central Committee,
have become a target of the activity of the groupist ele-
ments and of their efforts to carry on their anti-party
activity.

The cell, which should be a real communist school for
every party member, where he is equipped with the daily
experience of struggle of all the comrades, and with
Marxist-Leninist theory, where lofty bolshevik feelings
are implanted in his being, for the Viora comrades has
been something unimportant, where the comrades meet
once in a blue moon, and even then not to debate ques-
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tions with the seriousness of a communist who is shoul-
dering the heavy burden of being the vanguard of the
people, but only for the sake of appearances. It emerges
that these comrades, who have our cause at heart, cherish
it, and are prepared to shed their blood for the Party
without question, have formed in their minds their own
way of acting and thinking, imagining that everything
they do is always to the advantage of the Party. These
comrades have not lived the life of the Party through all
its struggle and efforts, and they have an idealistic con-
ception of the Party, a conception which rests on unstable
and unsound foundations, so that on the occasions (which
in the Vlora region are by no means wunusual) when a
leading comrade or some other of the organization makes
a mistake or goes wrong, great disillusionment is created
in the minds and hearts of these immature communists;
they are disorientated, and unconsciously slip into the pit
where the groupist elements lie in wait for them, seeking
to use them for their sinister anti-party ends. Naturally,
when these immature comrades, in their disillusionment
and confusion, find no support and see no strong arm to
lift them from the troubled situation they have fallen
into, or to give them the courage, will-power and enlight-
enment of the genuine communist, they become tools in
the hands of the groupist element and victims of the ene-
mies of the Party.

The failure to do the work in the cells, and, as a re-
sult, neglect in the work to raise the political level of the
comrades, has caused these comrades to be strangers to
the directives of the Party; they do not know about the
conscious iron discipline of the Party, or sound communist
criticism and  self-criticism. They do not know the value
of organization and centralism, or how to distinguish the
lofty interests of the Party from personal interests and
ambition. They do not know how to love their comrades
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with  sound, sincere, unsullied communist feelings, or how
to hate and fight without mercy against the vile anti-party
element. The Vlora comrades, strangers to these bolshe-
vik  principles, their ideological improvement neglected by
the leading comrades, consciously or unconsciously have
assisted the traitorous activity of Sadik Premte.

On the other hand, the leading comrades of the
Vlora region have often worked according to erroneous
criteria, promoting and bringing into  prominence certain
dubious elements with murky backgrounds, ambitious in-
dividuals who have been entrusted with important posts
in the Party and in the fighting forces. There is no doubt
that the leading comrades of Vlora, in promoting these
comrades, wanted to help our work, but they have forgot-
ten that, while there is always trust within our Party,
there is also check-up. It is check-up that has been lack-
ing there. Sound check-up on the activity of the com-
rades ensures the smooth running of the Party and the
strengthening of its cadres. The genuine communist s
recognized by the fact that he is pleased and satisfied to
see that the work assigned to him is being checked up on
in detail, not in order to find fault with it, not to humiliate
or disparage him, but to correct, teach and improve him.
This sort of check-up has been neglected by the leading
comrades of Vlora and by the comrades of the organiza-
tion, and this has led to unsound elements and people
with a low ideological level, lacking education in the spirit
of the Party, frequently making mistakes, mistakes which
in tun sow disgruntlement. This turned into hatred to-
wards one or two comrades, and later, stirred up by anti-
party elements, was transformed into  discontent  with
the leading bodies of the Party.

Security on organizational and military questions has
been almost completely non-existent. The way the party
apparatus in  the Vlora region functioned was common
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knowledge, and the rumours even named the comrades
supposedly leaders of the work.

As well as this, the vanguard role of our Party has
not been properly understood. The Vlora comrades have
not correctly appreciated the fact that the party members
are the most conscious section of the people, the true
leaders of the broad masses, but have confused the roles
and have often fallen into the position of the masses.
Mistakes have been made in implementing the directives
of the National Liberation War, and often the national lib-
eration councils have been confused with the party cells;
the importance and the special role of the councils in this
war have not been recognized, and very often the ordi-
nary people have become mixed up in the Party’s internal
affairs.

All this looseness on the part of the leading comrades
and the rank-and-file of the Viora organization has been a
weapon in the hands of the groupist elements headed by
Sadik Premte and Pali, enabling them to carry on their
vicious activity.

Sadik Premte and Pali started their anti-party activ-
ity systematically and with full consciousness, to serve
their own ends. Their aim was to gather around them-
selves a large part of the membership, and together with
them, to topple the regional committee, to take the organ-
izational work and the commands of the partisan units
into their hands. Hoping to draw other traitors and com-
rades outside the Vlora region into their activity, they
wrote to the Gjirokastra Regional Committee, and in this
way they tried to impose their will on the Party. The
traitors, the Trotskyites Sadik Premte and Pali, had reach-
ed agreement with elements outside the Party too, who
supplied them with weapons, gave them advice, and made
it easier for, them to act.
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This act of rebellion against the Party, inspired and
guided by Xhepi and Pali, had as its main participants:
Vangjo (unit commander and in charge of a «cell), Qazim
Gakérri  (Difi, political commissar and in charge of a cell),
Xhemil Cakérri (political commissar), and Zeqo. The
Party had quite rightly promoted these elements from the
rank-and-file and had entrusted important posts to them,
but their unbridled ambition, the lack of discipline, and
lack of obedience to the higher organs and commands
enabled Xhepi and Pali to incorporate them into their
ranks.  These  elements maintained close contact with
Sadik Premte and Pali, who had studied their weak points
and had gauged the importance and influence that these
comrades could have within the Party and on public
opinion. So these elements were wused by Sadik Premte
and Pali as a cover for the execution of their plan. Xhepi
and Pali, who remained watchful, were informed about
everything that happened in the organization, and waited
for the favourable moment to stab the Party in the back.
They flattered the ambitions of these elements and cun-
ningly incited them against the comrades supposed to be
in charge of the work in that region, against the decisions
adopted, against the directives of the Party, against ac-
tions, and against the line of the National Liberation War.
They were able to instil their hatred for the Party into
the minds of these unhealthy comrades, arming them for
the struggle against the leadership of the Party, which
they described as a “clique of traitors” and “band of cri-
minals”. These unsound and ambitious elements, headed
by Xhepi and Pali, set about the struggle against the
Party. With complete conviction, they systematically
visited many comrades in whom they aroused and nurtur-
ed  hostility towards the leadership and, breaking every
rule of organization and discipline, prepared them to par-
ticipate in a conference to be held without the knowledge
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of the Party, to pass judgement on the regional committee
and make their own laws. In order to mislead innocent
comrades, these gentlemen issued the slogan of this con-
ference, which is always the slogan characterizing Trots-
kyite dirty work: “We are doing this for the good of the
Party” (for the good of the Party they break every law
and norm of discipline established by the Party), “We
have nothing against the Party, but the leaders and the
leading organs are a clique of traitors and criminals”.

Treason is always exposed, sooner or later, and this
is especially so in our Party, in which the resolute comrades
love the Party dearly and Vvigilantly, safeguard it and the
ranks of the comrades. Thus, this dagger in the back of
the Party, which was being prepared by the traitors Sadik
Premte and Pali, in collaboration with Vangjo, Difi, Xhe-
mil and Zeqo, was uncovered, and the Party lost no time
in taking measures to end this situation. It mercilessly
pursued the traitors Sadik Premte and Pali and summon-
ed the others, who, after they made self-criticism, would
be punished according to the gravity of their misdemea-
nours. The exposure of the treachery brought panic into
the ranks of the rebels, some of whom, seeing the abyss
towards which they had been led by Xhepi and Pali, gave
themselves up to the Party; others were arrested, includ-
ing Xhemil Cakérri, who accidentally fell victim of the
plot they had concocted to attack the Party and met his
death together with Dyshek.

The traitors Sadik Premte and Pali, seeing their work
had come to nothing, and anticipating the  merciless
punishment  which  their treachery well deserved, retreated
in haste to the Mesaplik and Dukat regions, where they
alarmed the people, attacking the Party and the com-
rades with the basest calumnies and slanders. The goal of
the traitors was to find some support among the people
to save their own skins, the support they had once ima-
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gined they had among the comrades they deceived. But
that support collapsed like a pack of cards. Sadik Premte
and Pali tried to place the people between them and the
Party as a final barricade to save themselves. From them
the people learned all the details of the organizational
work, with the names of the comrades supposed to be
leaders as well as the organizational links. They uttered
vile slanders with the aim of discrediting the Party and
the comrades; at the same time Xhepi and Pali tried to
prepare the people of that region for an armed attack
against the Party comrades and the partisan units. Uti-
lising the accidental deaths of Xhemal GCakérri and Dyshek,
they tried to arouse their relatives to vengeance and blood
feud.

But each passing day spelt defeat for the traitors, and
victory for the Party and its great justice. People became
awake to the situation and the traitorous work of Xhepi
and Pali. They saw clearly that they were enemies of the
Party and of the people, and abandoned these vermins
of our country, who hid themselves, like the true criminals
they are, in a corner of the village of Gjorm, waiting day
by day for the sword of Damocles which would descend
upon them and eliminate them forever. The Trotskyite
bandits, Xhepi and Pali, with two or three of their
collaborators, are trying to find their last support among
the peasants of Gjorm, but, undoubtedly, the patriotic
peasants of Gjorm, those who fought together with the
party comrades against the savage occupiers, far from
giving them support, will kick out these traitors, who have
raised their heads against the Party and are seeking the
defeat of our people. The justice of the Party is unrelent-
ing to the traitors, to the Trotskyites Xhepi and Pali, and
to all those who link their fate and their existence with
these bandits.
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On the other hand, the Party, always abiding by the
principle of helping comrades who have fallen victims of
factionalists, regardless of their very serious mistakes, uses
the method of persuasion and tries in every way to give
them a hand to get them out of the marsh they have
plunged into. The Party shows them the correct road
to follow, enables them to correct themselves and prove
that they are convinced about the mistakes they have
made, and the damage they have done to the work, so
that through effort and struggle they may prove their
love for the Party and the cause.

Therefore, Vangjo and Zeqo, who gave themselves up
to the Party and made a self-criticism, admitting their
culpability and the great treachery they had been plotting
against the Party, were expelled from the Party by deci-
sion of the Central Committee, and given the opportunity
of demonstrating, by their actions in the ranks of the
partisan units, their repentance, their obedience and love
for the Party and the people.

Qazim Cakérri (Difi) is expelled from the Party, and
because he refused to join the partisan unit as ordered
by the Party so as to show by his actions that he recog-
nized his errors, and to give proof of his change of heart,
he should be kept under the closest surveillance. If his
activity is seen to be directed against the Party, then the
harshest measures should be taken against him. But again,
the method of persuasion should still be used with him.

*  x X

This setback should serve as a sound lesson for all
the party organizations and for the Viora organization in
particular.

All comrades can see for themselves to what extremes
the criminal activity of the groupist elements can go. This
is what comrade Stalin says of these Trotskyite and trai-
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torous groupist elements: “A long time ago these people
ceased to be a political trend in the workers’ movement;
they have become an unprincipled band without any
ideology, saboteurs, diversionist agents, professional  spies
and hangmen”*. These elements sell out their homeland
and their honour. They trade all the secrets of the Party
so as to achieve power. They foul their own nests, join
the enemies of the Party and the country, and open the
gates to the enemy with the sole aim of achieving their
shameful goals, the goals of the lowest type of criminals.
These Trotskyite elements hide their true face as the
sworn enemies of the people behind a clever disguise.
Rotten  Trotskyites, like Xhepi and Pali, are part of that
band of capitulationists who hide behind a mask of
hysterical and provocative “revolutionary” phraseology
and who, on the other hand, crown their actions by making
common cause with the enemies of the Party.

The traitors Xhepi and Pali lost no opportunity to
revile the political line of the Party, combatting it with
leftist phrases and accusing it of being too “moderate”
towards other political trends. Xhepi did his utmost to
sabotage the efforts of the comrades and the fruit of their
work, by destroying all the national liberation councils of
one province, and with his provocative stand threw the
people into the lap of reaction. Xhepi and Pali reviled and
abused various elements with non-communist political
tendencies, so as to weaken the national liberation move-
ment; and their action revealed the objective they were
pursuing: the weakening and destruction of the Party, and
close collaboration with elements outside the Party. Facts

* J.V. Stalin, "On the shortcomings in the Party and measures
for the liquidation of the Trotskyites and other two-faced ele-
ments”, speech delivered at the March 1937 Plenum of the CC of
the CPSU(B), Russian ed., 1954.
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show that they were closely linked with these elements who
supplied them with arms.

But now their mask is torn off, their true bandit face
is seen by -everyone, and their shameful aims are clearly
revealed. Through deception they were able to drag some
isolated individuals into their base criminal activity. They
tried to deceive the people, but have not and will never
have the support of the masses, for, as comrade Stalin
says, “they are afraid to show their true face to the
working class and afraid to tell it their real designs. They
carefully hide their political character from the working
class, fearing that it will guess their real intentions, con-
demn them as hostile elements, and drive them away”*.

Our struggle against these base enemies should be
conducted with the greatest severity, and in order to be
able to fight against this filthy disease we should hate
these persons and attack them mercilessly wherever we
find them and whenever they appear. But the struggle
against these elements cannot be waged simply by sitting
with folded arms, observing events, but by working and
acting with the greatest wariness, and exercising minute
control over everything through ceaseless effort. We must
realize that factionalist elements lose ground and throw
down their arms only when our organization is sound, when
our comrades are resolute, and at a high level from every
point of view, when they are courageous fighters and wide
awake in every field. The achievement of this goal is in
our hands. It is up to us to preserve the purity of our
organization from every anti-party element. It is up to
us to put all our strength and efforts into making the
organization a body of extraordinary \vitality, to help the
comrades, to raise them to the level of genuine commu-

* J.V. Stalin, op. cit.
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nists, to endow them with the lofty Marxist-Leninist vir-
tues, to educate them according to the directives of the
Central Committee of the Party, and to instii in them
the words of our great comrade Stalin: “To guard the unity
of our Party as the apple of our eye”. This is what the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of Albania
demands from you, and it is convinced that the comrades
of the Vlora organization will understand their mistakes
and laxity, will find the cure and soon, as befits com-
munists, will make improvements and progress in their
organizational views. The Central Committee of the Party
is convinced that the internal struggle against the faction-
alists, together with the external war, will temper the
Albanian communists, who will raise high the banner of
Lenin and Stalin and make the name of the Party strike
terror into the hearts of its local and foreign enemies, just
as it raises the spirits of the people and increases their
confidence and love for it

DEATH TO FASCISM — FREEDOM TO THE PEOPLE

For the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Albania

Shpati

First published in “Principal Works, vol. 1.
Documents of the PLA” vol, 1,
Tirana 1960



CIRCULAR ON THE CREATION OF
LARGER PARTISAN FORMATIONS AND ESPECIALLY
OF THE 1ST SHOCK BRIGADE

June 20, 1943

Dear comrades,

Now that the National Liberation War is assuming a
broader character with the formation of the zones and
their headquarters, it is necessary to create battalions of
2 to 4 units as soon as possible.

At the same time, we must select a certain number
of the best partisans of the regional units who have parti-
cipated in one or more actions, and send them to a selected
place where the 1st Brigade of the Partisan and Volunteer
National Liberation Army is to be formed.

For such an important matter it is necessary to ask
the commissars and commanders for their best fighters,
in accordance with the figures set by the regional com-
mittee. But this directive is not to be wunderstood narrow-
ly; the formation of the 1st Brigade and the recruiting of
its members should serve as an impetus to the formation
of zone battalions, and not a hindrance. The formation of
the 1st Brigade and the formation of battalions arouses
and strengthens confidence in the development of our
struggle towards the general uprising.

The people will see the 1st Brigade and the zone batta-
lions as the sound and reliable nucleus of the Albanian
Partisan and  Volunteer  National Liberation Army. It s
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therefore necessary to popularize the 1st Brigade among
the fighters.

The importance of this directive «calls for speed in
recruitment and the formation of battalions.  Therefore,
speed up the broadest possible mobilization of the people
who want to fight, especially young people.

We are sending you 10 copies of a circular. This cir-
cular is of major importance and should be seriously
studied in all the «cells of the organizations and in the
regional committees.

Do not duplicate the copies, but no comrade should
be left in the dark ; it should be studied as well as possible,
because it is very important.

Comradely greetings

Shpati

NB — A battalion is made up of 2 to 4 units and comprises
50 or more people. The battalion has a commander and
a commissar, as well as a deputy commander and a deputy
commissar. The battalion staffs are subordinate to the
zone staff.

The brigade will have fighters from all parts of Alba-
nia, and will have the character of a regular army. Your
region should send 120 people for the brigade and these,
under the command of comrade Mehmet Shehu, should
set out for Vithkuq (Korga) and be there on July 25, 1943.
These picked fighters should have the best weapons.

Send to the Zvarisht barracks by the 30th of June a
good comrade with a “musical” ear, whom we want to
take part in a special course. Together with this comrade

1 This refers to the June 17, 1943 circular of the CC of the
CPA. (See in this volume p. 130)
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you must, without fail, also send to the Zvarisht (Korga)
barracks the telegraph operator, whom vyou had once sent
concerning the question of the radio. These comrades
will be away for about one month.

Comrade Vjosa?2 will stay here, so before he leaves
you should arrange your affairs over there, and in parti-
cular, see about his replacement in Mallakastra.

First published in “Principal Works, vol. 1.
Documents of the PLA”, vol. 1,
Tirana 1960

2 Pseudonym of Mehmet Shehu, Deputy Member of the CC
of the CPA and Organizational Secretary of the Vlora Regional
Party Committee, who was appointed Commander of the 1st Shock
Brigade of the APVNLA.



GREETING TO THE 1ST CONFERENCE OF THE
ALBANIAN COMMUNIST YOUTH ORGANIZATION!

June 1943

DEATH TO FASCISM — FREEDOM TO THE PEOPLE
TO THE 1st NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE
ACTIVISTS OF THE ALBANIAN COMMUNIST YOUTH

Comrades,

The glorious Red Army and the heroic people of the
Soviet Union, wunder the brilliant leadership of great com-
rade Stalin, have brought the hordes of Hitler to their
knees. Under the blows of the Red Army, the armies of
the Anglo-American allies, and the partisans and volun-
teers of enslaved Europe, the downfall of fascism and the
liberation of the peoples is under way.

Our people, who have endured countless suffering and
hardships, see their road to survival in the National Libera-
tion War. We, the communists, the sons of this people,
have poured all our energies into this war. We want to
save our country from fascist slavery, and to liberate our
people. The one and only road to salvation is that which
our people themselves have chosen, and which we are
following, that of wunceasing and unconditional war against
the fascist occupier.

1 The 1st National Conference of the Albanian Communist
Youth was held from the 9th to the 13th of June 1943 in the
vicinity of Skrapar.
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The Albanian youth have enthusiastically joined this
sacred war; they have despised and fought the fratricidal
and disastrous compromising of our independence, and
have emerged in the front ranks of the National Liberation
War. In the most difficult moments of its struggle against
the occupiers and rabid internal reaction, the Communist
Party of Albania has found its most valuable support in
the youth of our country, with regard to its own existence
and consolidation, and the extension and strengthening
of the National Liberation War. The Albanian Communist
Youth have known how to mobilize, organize and lead
the mass of youth towards their liberation, towards win-
ning a new world, without slavery or fascism, which can
be realized only through the National Liberation War. The
Communist Youth have set an example of sacrifice and
self-denial, an example of courage, an unyielding spirit in
battle and hatred for the occupiers and the traitors; un-
sparingly they have shed their blood and given their
martyrs for our beloved and enslaved homeland.

The CC of the CPA honours the memory of the young
martyrs, honours the memory of the Communist Youth
members who have fallen in the forefront of the struggle,
honours the memory of Qemal Stafa, Political Secretary of
the CC of the Albanian Communist Youth, and Misto
Mame, Member of the CC of the Albanian Communist
Youth.

Comrades of the Youth Organization,

The National Liberation War faces us with new and
heavy tasks. We must step up the struggle, and fight even
more fiercely against the occupier. We must multiply and
strengthen the ranks of the partisan and volunteer units
so as to form a strong army, the National Liberation Army
of the Albanian people, the guarantee of the liberation of
our homeland. We must fill the ranks of our army with
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young people, with young people who are impatiently
demanding to hurl themselves upon the hated occupiers.

Comrades of the conference,

Our beloved homeland is enslaved. It is «caling the
youth to battle. Therefore, it is our task, and in the first
place, yours, comrades of the conference, to mobilize and
organize the youth in this sacred war. You must lead the
youth, prepare and strengthen them through work and
struggle, and thus make them the greatest and most vig-
orous source of strength for our young Communist Party;
you must arouse and educate the youth, so that their ranks
serve as an inexhaustible source of staunch elements to
increase and strengthen the ranks of our Party. You must
show the greatest care in leading the Communist Youth;
you must defend it from every enemy.

Comrades,

We must get firmly behind our young Party and mer-
cilessly crush its internal and external enemies. We must
smash the heads of the Trotskyite and factionalist trends
and elements, the scoundrels, intriguers, and cowards, who
try to weaken the ranks of our Party.

Comrades of the conference,

Keep before your eyes the example of the heroic youth
of the Soviet Union, the youth of Lenin and Stalin. Make
the Albanian youth well acquainted with the heroic strug-
gle of the Soviet youth, with their sacrifices, work, and
achievements.

The CC of the CPA greets you and wishes you success.

LONG LIVE GREAT COMRADE STALIN!

LONG LIVE THE GLORIOUS INVINCIBLE RED
ARMY!
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LONG LIVE THE SOVIET UNION, THE BASTION
OF FREEDOM!

LONG LIVE THE POWERFUL ANGLO-SOVIET-
AMERICAN ALLIANCE!

LONG LIVE THE NATIONAL LIBERATION WAR
OF THE ENSLAVED PEOPLES!

LONG LIVE THE UNITY OF THE ALBANIAN
PEOPLE!

LONG LIVE THE NATIONAL LIBERATION WAR OF
THE ALBANIAN PEOPLE!

LONG LIVE THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF
ALBANIA!

LONG LIVE THE ALBANIAN ANTI-FASCIST
YOUTH UNION!

LONG LIVE THE ALBANIAN COMMUNIST YOUTH!

LONG LIVE THE 1ST NATIONAL CONFERENCE
OF THE ACTIVISTS OF THE ALBANIAN COMMUNIST
YOUTH!

For the CC of the CPA
Shpati
First  published in  "Principal Works, vol. 1.

Documents of the PLA”, vol. 1,
Tirana 1960



LETTER TO THE TIRANA REGIONAL COMMITTEE OF
THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF ALBANIA ON
ENLIVENING THE ORGANIZATION AND
STRENGTHENING POLITICAL AND
ORGANIZATIONAL WORK

August 1, 1943

TO THE TIRANA REGIONAL COMMITTEE
(comrade Hysen)?t

We have heard nothing about what is going on there!
What has been done with regard to the "“Balli Kombétar”,
that is the main question, and what attitude do they take
following the fall of Mussolini ! What are the reper-
cussions of these events in Tirana circles, in fascist and
government circles, among the people; what possibilities
for work present themselves in the new situation, etc. You
do not bring us up to date on any of these matters. We
heard that J. C. has gone to the mountains with many
others, and with carabinieri (!). But what is the signifi-
cance of this? We have not the least information, and thus
cannot utilize such a fact in the interest of our struggle,
although so much work has been done to achieve this. We
dont even know where the man is! And even if he has
really gone, who knows where he is, at a time when his
place is elsewhere. You do not even send us information,

1 Pseudonym of Gogo Nushi, Member of the CC of the CPA
and Political Secretary of the Tirana Regional Party Committee.
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let alone bring him to where we are. The war is not fought
simply by observing and recording events, but we should
profit from them immediately and to the greatest possible
extent.

Get moving, comrades, get moving, and let us shake
off bureaucracy, or we are Jlost.

I. Dont look at the work narrowly, dont see only
the Tirana region, take a broader view of things. What-
ever happens in Tirana has repercussions in the other re-
gions as well, so break out of your narrow circle, from
trifing matters and unnecessary work, and entrust tasks
to the youth; dont be afraid, they will certainly accom-
plish the job better than the old comrades.

II. Consolidate the organization and make it more
lively and militant, dont pass on the indolence which
might have affected some of vyou. This is not the time
for the cells to slumber, or for groups of sympathizers,
or friends of the Party to fall asleep. The organization
should work like a bee-hive, with definite tasks, clear
instructions, and a clear goal. In this way, you will show
that you are real leaders. Your organization there has a
most important role, for it is at the centre, where events
will develop and the major decisions will be taken. There-
fore, all organizations, from that of the youth to that of
the women, should be permeated by a profound spirit of
work and struggle. They should be ready for events of
major importance to our country and our Party.

a — Political conferences should be organized every-
where by comrades and sympathizers (many comrades
make excuses saying: I'm busy, I have to go to the office,
I've got my family to look after. Those who make such
excuses at this time should be sent packing, for they are
not communists).

b — The cells should meet regularly and should be
given instruction at every meeting concerning the week’s
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work; concrete instructions, and not mere dreams and
high flown words but practical, concrete work, which
benefits our movement and the Party. There should never
be pointless meetings of the «cells, but lively meetings which
thrash out the most serious questions that crop up and
require  solution. Today ~more than ever, the comrades
should be armed and become revolutionaries.

The greatest importance should be attached to the
groups of sympathizers. They should be the reserve of
the cells, their main auxiliary, in which new cadres are
developed and instructed.

c — The greatest help must be given to the vyouth,
dont neglect their education, or you will be committing
the greatest crime. You should strengthen the vyouth,
make them fighters, make them the strongest weapon of
the Party. Spare nothing to channel such sound and pure
energies, which will exert great weight on the balance
of future events. Bear in mind the future, think of the
youth and their role, strengthen the educational groups,
enliven and enlarge the meetings of activists.

d — The city guerrilla wunits must be organized and
strengthened. They must become a truly strong army
trained to fight in the city. They are to be armed with
rifes and grenades. We plan to equip them with auto-
matic weapons, too. Have five or six people from the
units who are not underground, ready to be called for
training in urban warfare and the use of various explo-
sives, with which we shall supply you. These people
will be the instructors of specialized teams which you will
form from the wunits. These units should be trained as
well as possible, they should study the map of the city
in detail, the strategic points, both in the city and out-
side it, and at the same time these maps should be sent to
the General Staff.
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e — Organize the Iinformation servicee How  should
this service be organized and how should it operate? It
should be attached to the regional committee. One mem-
ber of the regional committee should direct it, or at least,
all information gathered should of necessity pass via him.
Thus, there will be a person responsible for this work.
He should select good, intelligent and determined comrades
(none of whom should know the others who are entrusted
with this special work), and they should be in contact with
him. These comrades should organize and extend the net-
work, bringing in sympathizers, friends and the people.
All  the persons of the latter group should work indivi-
dually, maintaining contact with the appointed comrade.
All  the information furnished by the people, friends, sym-
pathizers, and comrades will be concentrated in the hands
of the person in charge of the information service.

The network of informers should be interested in
everything, and in particular in the following:

1 — Enemy movements (for example : today 30 enemy
convoys have passed, coming from Durrés, heading for
Elbasan; they consisted of soldiers, or material, etc.).

2 — The number of soldiers stationed in various
places; barracks, ammunition depots or food stores; com-
mand offices, offices of SIM (find a map of Tirana, mark
their location in red and send it to us); the airfield (the
number of planes, their movements, fuel depots), bridges,
strategic points, etc.

3 — The movements of German soldiers: where from,
where to? Are there any in Tirana? How many? How
many leave? Note the number of every soldier on his
lapel, his collar or epaulettes, the colour of his uniform,
and other distinguishing markings on his cap or chest.
Sketch these markings, it doesnt matter if you dont do
it very well; for example, you will see different emblems
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on their chests, such as eagles of various forms. This in-
formation, especially concerning the Germans, should be
sent directly to wus with the first courier available, for it
is very important in order to identify the German divisions
that have come here and to ascertain where they have
come from.

4 — Identify the fifth column, gather information and
documents about them, observe their activity and contacts.

5 — Identify the spies, the agents of the Italians and
Germans, and the elements who have sold out to the
enemy.

6 — Identify the enemies of our Party, their connec-

tions, their circles, and so on.

All information of a military nature should be sent to
the General Staff, and that concerning the Party, to the
Central Committee. This work is of major importance,
and therefore, within ten days from the date of this Iletter,
this service should be set up and start functioning.

Enclosed herewith you will find a letter. This is an
order to the Tirana region from the General Staff. A
detailed report should be made for the General Staff on
the military situation of the region, on our military
strength. How many men are there? Is it possible to form
battalions? Is it possible to effect a mobilization? Who
are the commanders of the partisan units? Are they
suitable? What comments might be made about these
people, and what proposals? What is the situation with
the supply of weapons there and what arms are needed
in that region? Can weapons be bought there?

Comrade Hysen is to write a letter to Durrés, telling
them to organize the information service there (the com-
rades there should inform wus as soon as possible of the
movements in the port and those of the German army, as
we have told you above), and to organize guerrilla units.
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Comrade Hysen should go from time to time to check the
work of the Durrés regional committee, or summon those
in charge there, and assist and advise them in their work.

We are also sending you a list of medicines. Try to
get them donated by the pharmacies there, as we need
them for the hospital which is being set up. I believe you
have enough friends among the pharmacists to collect
these few things. ..

Check on the attitude of Cica, and inquire into the
Pali affair. The experience of the Vliora comrades does
not seem to have taught you a lesson, for you are slipping
into the same errors!2 The grand plans you had de-
signed did not help to get rid of Pali! You reckon without
the host and imagine that Pali is alone and without people
to warn him. Therefore, fewer high flown words on the
carrying out of orders, and more work. The enemies of
the Party must be fought through systematic and rapid
work, and not through plans and super-plans.

Keep your eyes open, defend your organization, and
strike  without mercy at those who fight the Party from
within!

— What of the question of the Peza cell and of the
quarrels in it3? It seems to me that the Central Committee
is entitted to know what is happening in every organiza-
tion. The report brought from Peza by Dr. Rosho should
be sent here immediately, and also information about the
measures you have taken to organize the work there.

2 This refers to the weaknesses of the party organization of
the Vlora region which were utilized by the faction of Sadik
Premte.

3 This refers to the struggle going on in the Peza party cell
between the healthy communists defending the line of the Party
and Mustafa Gjinishi, who maintained an opportunist stand and
engaged in disruptive activities.
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— The other partisan units of the region should be
supplied with material and literature.

— We have written asking you to send us an account
of your financial situation, and how much you have Ileft.

We dont know whether you have taken a political
stand towards the events which are occurring. From our
observations, you seem to have lost your bearings in the
questions of propaganda. In nearly two months, we have
received only two or three communiques, and these were
as dry as dust.

You should attach great importance to propaganda,
take responsibility, and adopt a definite stand towards
every event which occurs. We have no knowledge at all
concerning the rest of the party press. Does “Zéri i Po-
pullit” appear? Or, do you wait for articles to come to vyou
from us, or to fall from the sky? What books have you
published? You should send us 5 copies for the Central
Committee of everything you print.

Comradely greetings
For the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Albania

Shpati

Works, vol. 1.



LETTER TO THE GIJIROKASTRA REGIONAL
COMMITTEE OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF
ALBANIA ON THE STAND TOWARDS
BRITISH MILITARY MISSIONS!

August 16, 1943

A British major is coming there, assigned to the Giji-
rokastra region. Such people come on their own business,
of course, and also to poke their noses into our internal
affairs. They do not keep their promises to supply us with
weapons and money. They have a tendency to enquire
about every person, every partisan, and every unit com-
mander, and thus find out about the situation and meddle
in the affairs of our army and our movement. We should
place some good comrades at their service to accompany
them, avoiding meetings with people you think they
should not meet. Give as little information as possible
about our internal affairs!

Comradely regards
Shpati

Works, vol. 1.

1 Since May 1943 representatives of the British-US Mediter-
ranean Command came uninvited to Albania as allegedly dictated
by the interests of the war against the Hitlerites. In words, they
undertook to aid the Albanian National Liberation Army with
weapons and equipment. But their ends were chiefly political.
They were engaged in undermining the National Liberation War,
and in supporting and aiding all reactionary forces. The CPA
saw in this interference a danger to the achievement of revolution
and independence, and maintained a resolute stand towards it.



LETTER FROM THE CC OF THE CPA TO THE
VLORA REGIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE CPA
ON SETTING UP THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE
NATIONAL LIBERATION ARMY OF ALBANIA, ON
THE TALKS WITH THE “BALLI KOMBETAR”
AND THE DENUNCIATION OF YMER
DISHNICA'S OPPORTUNISM
IN MUKIE

August 17, 1943

Comrade S. has informed us about the situation of the
organization and the army in vyour region, and we hope
that as far as the organization is concerned, you will obtain
good results through determination and persistent  work.
Concerning the army, we congratulate you on the forma-
tion of the zone staff and the commencement of its activity.
This will be one of our guarantees for the strengthening
of our army and our influence.

Five days ago we sent you a circular! informing you
of the distribution in Tirana of a leaflet, which will have
been sent to vyou for printing. The circular explains how
you should act in this matter. I shall give you some ex-

1 This circular condemns the agreement reached at the Mukje
meeting of Ymer Dishnica and Mustafa Gjinishi with the chiefs
of the ™“Balli” as running counter to the orientations issued by
the CC of the CPA. Through this circular the CC orders the
Party to reject the leaflet signed by the “Committee for the Sal-
vation of Albania”, in which the points of the treacherous Mukje
agreement were included.
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planations so that you understand clearly how this came
about, where it  originated, and what counter-measures
should be taken. I have not written to you about the de-
velopment of the talks in Peza; this is a shortcoming, but
the reason is that we have been very busy. The formation
of the 1st Brigade, the first steps in our work with the
staff, the party work in the Korca sector, and the time
taken in travelling have prevented me from writing to
you. A meeting was held in Labinot of all the members of
the  General Counci2 with the exception of Kamber
Qafmolla  and Ndoc Coba3 who were afraid to come.
Having examined the situation, this meeting decided to
set up a General Staff, with Spiro Moisiu as commander,
Enver Hoxha as commissar, and the following members:
Abaz Kupi, Myslim Peza, Baba Faja, Haxhi Lleshi, Baca

(Ramadan Citaku), Ymer Dishnica, Sejfulla Maléshova,
Mustafa  Gjinishi, Bedri Spahiu, Dali Ndreu. . . There
were discussions on the enlargement of the National Lib-
eration  General Council, and the former council was

unanimously approved, while Sejfulla Maléshova and
Haxhi Lleshi were co-opted. The Council elected its pre-
sidium which was charged with the task of organizing a
broad conference to elect a wider council, including other
elements who have proved themselves during a year of
war. There was discussion on the subversive attitude of
the ™“Balli”, and on this issue we were all of one mind and
our decision was unanimous. Only Abaz Kupi raised some
objections concerning the star, claiming that the peo-
ple did not like this emblem, and so forth. He added that
he personally was not at all opposed to the use of the star,
“for”, he said, “you have consecrated it with your blood

2 The meeting of the General Council held in July 4, 1943.

3 Later on he deserted and collaborated with the German
occupiers.
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and sacrifices. You can put it anywhere else, except on
the flag”. Following some discussion, we reached agree-
ment. We explained to Abaz Kupi that it was not the
people who had raised the question of the star, but the
Ballists, whose aims we know so well, and that we cannot
remove it merely to please the Ballists. We can discuss
it with them when they have entered the war and have
shed their blood in the battles against the invader, and
not when they are fighting as at present, mainly against
us, and not at all against the invader. Bazi accepted our
reasoning. It was also decided to make another appeal
to the “Balli,” and to invite some of its chiefs so as to tell
them frankly the aim and the decision of the National
Liberation  General Council. We appointed our delegates
to hold discussions with them, and these were: Bazi i
Canés, Myslim4, Ymers, Mustafa Gjinishi and Kamber
Qafmolla, provided he accepted the position of the Council
on all that was decided in Labinot. We also fixed the
points on which the talks with the ™“Balli” should be based.
These  points were: the “Balli Kombétar” must cease
fighting the councils and immediately join actively in the
liberation war, and not only in words; it must agree to
take part in the national liberation councils and to attend
a broad conference including, besides the National Libera-
tion Council and the ™“Balli”, a great many other honest
patriots. At the same time, the ™“Balli” should expel from
its ranks compromising elements such as Ali Kélcyra and
companys. In  particular, we stressed to Ymer Dishnica

4 Myslim Peza.

5 Ymer Dishnica.

6 One of the heads of the traitorous “Balli Kombétar” or-
ganization. In March 1943, authorized by the “Central Committee”
of the "“Balli”, he and the commander of the Italian fascist troops
of occupation, R. Dalmazzo, signed a secret protocol, which en-
visaged the coordination of actions against the national liberation
forces.
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and Mustafa Gijinishi the stand they should take as com-
munists,  knowing  full well what the “Balli” and its
manoeuvres were, and what game it was playing.

Ten days after we left Labinot, we received the first
letter from Ymer which in essence goes like this: In the
course of a first meeting’? with Lumo Skéndo and Hasan
Dosti8, after much discussion and hesitation on their part,
it was decided to record the conclusions of these negotia-
tions in minutes which were signed by both parties; here
are the main points noted by Ymer in his letter (I am
putting them down word for word, because they are of
great importance):

I. Immediate war against the fascist invader.

II. Both organizations accept the basic idea of form-
ing a joint committee called the “COMMITTEE FOR THE
SALVATION OF ALBANIA".

III.  Fight for a genuinely free, independent and de-
mocratic Albania.

Iv. The committee has as its program the liberation
of the Albania of 1913; as for the other zones inhabited by
Albanians, it claims the universal right of self-determina-
tion of people, guaranteed by the Atlantic Charter.

In his letter, Ymer dwelt at length on his opinions and
remarks on the “Ball” men, pointing out the manoeuvres
of the ™"Balli”, which is trying ™“to enter history without
fighting”, “to take the reins of the movement”, etc. Then,
he adds his own comment that “events are developing
quickly”, that “the fall of the Duce will have great reper-
cussions”, “the whole world is in a fever”, “they too are all
feverish”, etc., etc. He did not even finish this letter, for

7 The first meeting with the chiefs of the "“Balli Kombétar”
took place on July 26, 1943.

8 Representative of the “Balli Kombétar”, war criminal in the
National Liberation War, fled abroad where he headed for a while
a reactionary organization at the service of the Anglo-Americans.
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he went to meet the "“Balli” delegates in a village of Daiti.
This was the content of the letter, and we understood
nothing, either from this letter or from the discussions of
which he speaks, to enable us to help him. We saw only
four bare points of which the second was obscure, but
nevertheless existed in the minutes, while there is no men-
tion at all in the letter of the points we had decided upon
in Labinot, though they should have been discussed. Since
the time we had specified for their stay there was over,
and the result of the first letter he sent us was insignifi-
cant, we wrote that they should come back.

We have received a second letter from Ymer, the
essence of which is: At the second meeting® with the
“Balli” their reckoning was complicated mainly by two
points: first “ethnic Albania” and the proclamation of in-
dependence, and second, the abrogation of the April 12
decision of the Assemblyl®. “The first obstacle”, he writes,
“that of ‘ethnic Albania’, has been surmounted through
an ambiguous formula, similar to that I mentioned in the
first letter”. “We surmounted the second obstacle,” Ymer
goes on in his letter, “by leaving it in the hands of a def-
initve committee to be set up before August 8.” This is
the content of the second letter and nothing more; noth-
ing about distributing a leaflet, or even asking our opinion
about the distribution of a leaflet; they merely said that
we should move nearer to Tirana or send them the neces-
sary directives before August 8.

9 The second meeting with the chiefs of the ™“Balli Kombétar”
was held on August 1-2, 1943 in Mukje near Kruja.

10 On April 12, 1939, in order to cover up the annexation of
Albania, the Italian fascists convened in Tirana the “Constituent
Assembly” which sanctioned the “personal union” of Albania with
Italy, proclaimed the Italian King, Victor Emmanuel III, King of
Albania, and elected a puppet Albanian government headed by the
big landowner and collaborationist Shefget Vérlaci.
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We replied that we did not agree with what they
were discussing, that this was not the time to proclaim
the independence of Albania, but that first the “Balli”
should declare war on Italy, that it was seeking through
these manoevres to hide its murky past, and to annul the
April 12 Assembly, and let it become a thing of the past
because all the principal “Ballists” had taken part in it
On the other hand, we reminded them of the tasks which
had been assigned to them and of the points they had been
told to discuss, advising them not to go beyond these
points. But they did not even wait for our reply and, on
6 and 7 August, circulated a leaflet in the name of the
“Committee for the Salvation of Albania”, which speaks
of everything except the war against fascism and what
our Party is striving for. Instead, it speaks of the “fight
for an independant, democratic and popular Albania”, of
“the application of the principle of self-determination of
the people, wuniversally recognized and guaranteed by the
Atlantic Charter”, and of the struggle for an ‘“ethnic Al-
bania”. To wus, this leaflet represented a capitulation to the
“Balli”, for it wiped off all our efforts and our war, ignor-
ed the national liberation councils and the slogans with
which we led and inspired the war, while on the other
hand, the ™“Balli”, which has committed so many infamous
deeds, emerged as the saviour of Albania. Following the
publication of that leaflet, we sent to all party organiza-
tions the circular which you have no doubt received and
acted upon.

This, of course, will have repercussions in our work;
we should by no means agree to fall in line with the posi-
tion dictated by the ™“Balli” and accepted by the Doctor.
Nor shall we alter either the form or the name of the
national liberation councils. We shall carry on the fight
even more fiercely under the same slogans and under the
banner of the National Liberation War. For these reasons,
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the leaflet distributed in the name of the "“Committee for
the Salvation of Albania” should be denounced, and as
for the question of wuniting, we will unite only on the
terms we set out below:

1. — War against the fascist occupiers and all their
servants.
2. — Unity in the war, but not in a token war waged

with the aim of whitewashing former faults, so as to take
over the banner of the war and to sabotage it in another
way because the first way failed, but wunity in a real,
fierce, and incessant war against the fascist occupiers and
traitors.

3. — In the course of this war, as defined in the pre-
ceding point, we shall achieve the formation of a joint
operational staff for all Albania, as well as operational
zone staffs.

4. — The national liberation councils are the state
power, which stems from the people and from the war;
they have been democratically elected by the people and
should be recognized by all as the people’'s democratic
power.

5. — We are For an independent, democratic Albania,
in which the people themselves, after the war, will decide
the form of the regime.

6. — Respect for the Atlantic Charter, and the Lon-
don and Washington Treaties between the USSR, Great
Britain, and the United States; in connection with the
question of Kosova and Caméria, this will be resolved
after the war by the Kosova and Caméria population
themselves, who will decide their future according to
their wishes. We shall do our utmost to create a situation
in which this matter can be settled with complete justice.
Until fascism is wiped out, our main patriotic task is to
encourage and aid the population of Kosova and Caméria
to engage in war against the occupiers and their servants,
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for only thus can they guarantee their own existence and
their right to self-determination.

7. — We are for a war fought jointly with all the
political trends of the country which are in continuous,
immediate and implacable struggle against the fascist oc-
cupiers and their servants.

8. — We do not collaborate with the "“Balli Kombé-
tar” as an organization, as long as the "“Ball” has in its
ranks people who have connections with the occupiers,
who sabotage the National Liberation War, who fight
against the National Liberation Front and against the
Communist Party, and as long as it retains criminals and
bandits in its ranks.

9. — We collaborate with all those elements who have
sided with the invader wuntii now but have not committed
crimes against the people, and who, from now on, pursue
the genuine line of the war and abandon once and for all
the erroneous positions they have been led into by the
enemy propaganda.

It is impossible to tell you all our thoughts about the
consequences and situations which might arise from this
position. You should go into this deeply and draw con-
clusions vyourselves; but we are advising you in general
how to act as to do away with this state of affairs, and
not only to do away with it, but to surmount it to our
advantage; that is where our determination and ability
as communists in the most difficult situations will appear.

The first thing to do is to strengthen the organization
and not allow any vacilation or discontent to appear. You
should do this by clearly explaining our correct line, and
that it is the delegates, and not the Central Committee, who
are responsible for this business; that one or two people
may make mistakes, but not the Party, and it cannot per-
mit its political line to be violated and distorted. On the
other hand, the entire organization should be mobilized

"
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immediately and the Party should tighten its ranks. Broad
and lively meetings should be organized with the popula-
tion, to tell them our stand and that of the "“Balli”, un-
masking all those who have resorted to intrigues and
rotten trickery, and frankly seek from the people the opi-
nion that we cannot collaborate with such individuals.
For example: Ali Kélcyra has done this and that, he is a
crook who has fought against the movement, he has com-
promised with the occupiers, and he is one of the “Balli”
too; consequently, we cannot collaborate with the “Balli”
until it has expelled such elements. On the basis of the
points we have set out, we should tell the people that only
in this way will we accept collaboration and wunity. The
councils, friends, party members, and sympathizers should
be mobilized and set in motion. Re-read the first circular
we sent you too, and act as we instruct you there, to
strengthen the organization. Soon you will receive two
leaflets  which are to be duplicated and distributed
throughout the region, and studied everywhere at meet-
ings and conferences held with the population. One of
these leaflets will be from the Central Committee in re-
sponse to the accusations made against us by the “Balli”,
and the other, from the council, will explain our attitude
to you even more clearly. You should inform Gijirokastra
as soon as possible of our position, and they too should
act in this way...

Concerning the question of the army, we shall write
separately to the zone command from the General Staff.

On the 15th of this mont hwe celebrated the formation
of the brigade, which was a huge success. More
than one thousand people were present at the ceremony,
and the parade was applauded with great enthusiasm by
the population, and by all the councils of the region which
had hastened to be present at the founding of the first
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unit of our regular army. And, indeed, comrades, it look-
ed like a regular army. There were many speeches and
songs, then a great picnic was organized, where nothing
was heard but songs, speeches, and hatred for the occu-
piers. This is an important date in the history of our move-
ment. This example should be quickly followed by all
regions.

Our friends, the allies, do not keep the promises they
have made; they have dropped very few weapons, if any
at all.

The situation in the regions is unchanged. The organ-
ization here has many shortcomings and great looseness.
We hope that during the short time it stays here, the
brigade will give an impetus to the work.

I am enclosing a letter, carried by a partisan of the
brigade. You have eight hundred pounds that the English-
men gave you; give five hundred to this partisan and help
him to buy a quantity of grain, which should be stored
for the 1st Brigade in the places indicated. These provi-
sions should not be touched. Take the rest of the money
to buy weapons, which should be kept at the disposal of
the General Staff.

The telegraphist, who came once and went away
again, should start immediately for the place he went to
before; he should not come with the idea of going home
again, for he is to stay here. When he reaches this des-
tination, he should ask for Nexhip, who will direct him
to the right place.

We have not yet met Dr. Ymer, but we will meet him
shortly and inform you about this. Since we have not had
a meeting of the Central Committee, please give us your
opinion on everything we have written to you about; we
intend to hold a meeting shortly, and will inform vyou of
it in due time.
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With  my comradely greetings and those of all the
comrades, and especially of Halim11,

Taras
After the error made by the Doctor the comrades of
the CC are wunanimous in their disapproval of the Ieaflet

and of what the Doctor has done.

Taras

"Principal Documents of the
PLA” vol. 1, Tirana 1960

11 Pseudonym of the Yugoslav internationalist communist
Miladin Popovich, who, in autumn 1941, having been freed by the
Albanian communists from a fascist concentration camp, remained
in Albania to maintain links between the CPA and the CPY. He
supported the internationalist stand of the CC of the CPA. In
September 1944, on orders of the leadership of the CPY, he left
Albania and in March 1945 was assassinated by the Yugoslav secret
service.



REPORT TO THE 2nd NATIONAL LIBERATION
CONFERENCE! (OF LABINOT) ON OUR ATTITUDE
TOWARDS THE DIFFERENT TRENDS OUTSIDE
THE NATIONAL LIBERATION MOVEMENT

September 6, 1943

We have almost reached the final point which is of
particular  importance. I ask that we all remain cool-
headed during the discussions over this point. Our com-
ments should be short and to the point. Thus we shall
keep this Conference at the proper level. I will not speak
at length. The war began from the day fascist Italy oc-
cupied our lands. We began to defend our honour, our
homeland and our  history. At first, the struggle was
passive resistance, then it gathered momentum and im-
petus. We wanted to unite around an ideal, around a flag.
The war could not be waged by a solitary group, a mino-
rity, but had to be waged by all the people in unity. We
did not achieve this at once.

1 The 2nd National Liberation Conference was held at Labinot,
Elbasan, from September 4 to 9, 1943. It took up as the main link
the question of strengthening the people’s democratic power. It
approved the Constitution and the Rules of the national liberation
councils and launched the slogan: “Recognition of the national
liberation councils as the sole people’s power in Albania.” It elected
the National Liberation General Council. It publicly denounced
the Mukje agreement as an act contrary to the principles of the
Peza Conference and decided to expose to the end the hostile ac-
tivity of the "“Balli Kombétar”.
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The Communist Party was the only party to come out
openly before the people, the only party to direct its mem-
bers and cadres towards a single goal: the liberation of the
country. The  Communist Party was well aware that
nothing could be done without the people. It began the
war and united with the first patriots who had also under-
stood that it must be waged. We wunited without distinc-
tion of religion or party. Each had faith in the other, and
particularly in the communists, who had made great sacri-
fices. The war gained momentum. From the blood that
was shed in the streets, the people understood that their
forces were sufficient to prevent the fascists from oppres-
sing them. The Communist Party, together with some na-
tionalists, proceeding from one desire, one sacred aim, call-
ed the Peza Conference, to which numerous elements
were invited. Among them there were some who were
honest and unsullied. Some were sympathizers of Zog, and
others had been members of various parties in 1924, but
had not declared themselves openly before the people, such
as Lumo Skéndo, Azis Gami2, Skénder Mugo and Thoma
Orollogaj, present  representatives of the "“Balli  Kombé-
tar”.  Lumo Ské&ndo sent a delegate. Abaz Ermeni was
invited but did not come, or rather was not allowed, al-
though he came to Tirana two days before. As for Skén-
der Mugo, we agreed that he should come, but he did not
come in time. At Peza it was decided to fight the occu-
piers  without compromise, and to organize the national
liberation councils as organs of the war. The bases for
the war were laid. All honest people were to take part in
these councils, which would be provisional. Later, these
people would be replaced with members emerging from

2 Later on he sided with the "“Balli Kombétar”, and with the
advent of the German occupiers held talks with them on behalf
of the “Balli” for the creation of a police troop against the revolu-
tionary forces.
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the war. The door would remain open to all political par-
ties which might emerge. The units were to remain under
the command of those who had set them up until the
General Staff was created. Azis Cami and Skénder Mugo
arrived at the end of the Conference. Although the
meeting had ended, the resolution was read to them, and
they accepted it without objection.

The councils began to spring up. It was at that time
that the ™“Balli Kombétar” appeared. How did this orga-
nization present itself to the people? Its first leaflet gave
the impression that it accepted the war against fascism.
Through its  representatives, the General Council invited
the "“Balli Kombétar” to send delegates to take part in the
Council. They declared that they did not recognize the
Peza Conference because in their opinion it was a com-
munist conference. But the Peza Conference was not a
communist conference. They objected that the Party at-
tended it in an organized way, while the nationalists did
not. The fact is that Abaz Kupi, Baba Faja3, Myslim
Peza, Ndoc Coba, etc. are not communists. On the other
hand we ask the ™“Balli”, “Why, since you are a ‘powerful
organization’, you dont join the Council and intervene to
control its operations and prevent the Communist Party
from leading you ‘towards ruin?” The “Balli Kombétar”
did not recognize the Peza Conference and the National
Liberation  General Council. Why did it not recognize
them? I think we need to look at the essence of this mat-
ter. The ™"Balli Kombétar” is made up of various elements
who have no clear principles. When they describe them-
selves as democrats or socialists, they have not the slight-
est idea of what democracy or socialism is. They have

3 Mustafa Xhani, during the war member of the National
Liberation General Council and of the General Staff of the ANLA,
after liberation deputy to the People’s Assembly, was treacher-
ously killed by the enemies of the people in March 1947.
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no genuine ideals, but have merely formed an alliance.
The ™“Balli” is directed by a central committee, composed
of reactionary elements, with a doubtful or sinister past.
Those of them who have been emigrants abroad, have
fattened themselves on any foreign pasture, taking the
money of every country; they have agreed with Giro* and
Co. to topple Zog, have based themselves on the Munich
Treaty and been supported by the Axis policy. These peo-
ple are directing the "“Balli” as a reactionary force against
the national liberation councils. These elements under-
stand that they must play a role in Albania if they are to
seize the reins of power with the least possible sacrifice
on their part and with all the sacrifice on the part of the
people; in this way they hope to shift from one soft seat
to another. Although they have been intent on sabotaging
the national liberation movement, the National Liberation
Council has knocked three or four times at the door of

the  “Balli Kombétar”.  The  "Balli” accepts “cooperation
with  the Communist Party but not with the ‘National
Liberation  Council”. It refuses to recognize the National

Liberation  Front. We have insisted that the  National
Liberation Front should include not only the Communist
Party and the "“Balli”, but also every patriot who is willing
to shed his blood for the liberation of the country. We
proposed to them that one representative of the National
Liberation Council, one of the ™"Balli”, and one of the
Communist  Party, should come together to discuss the
matter so as to bring about the unification of the people,
but they refused. Everyone went on working separately.
Then, we suggested at least co-ordination of actions be-
tween us, who were already involved in the war, and them,
who had not joined in the war and did not wish to do so.

4 Giovanni Giro, Italian fascist hierarch, expert in Albanian
affairs in the plans of the Italian fascist government to occupy
Albania.
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Our goal was that we should fight together. If the ™“Balli”
had joined the fight, unity would have arisen out of our
common sufferings, and Ali Kélcyra would not have found
suitable ground to create complications, even though this
co-ordination was the minimum basis for agreement. The
“Balli Kombétar” has fought against the national libera-
tion movement in many ways. It has labelled it commu-
nist. They look as though they are waging an ideological
war. This was the case not because they failed to un-
derstand, but because they wanted to cause a split in the
movement and to disrupt the ranks of the National Libe-
ration Front. At that time the armies of the Axis powers
had the upper hand, and these people of the "Balli” had
not the slightest confidence in the victory of the allies or
in the alliance. By refusing to fight against fascism, they
in fact rejected the principles of the Atlantic Charter and
accepted the slogans of Mustafa Kruja, the war against
Greece and Yugoslavia, and compromise with the enemy
for defence against the Greek and Yugoslav danger. At
the same time, the “Bali Kombétar” started intriguing
with  individual  people, grossly slandering the commu-
nists and misleading the crowd about the national libera-
tion movement; it initiated the compromise with Italy to
fight the national liberation movement; The “Balli” peo-
ple made contact with the government of Mustafa Kruja.
They dreamed of taking the government into their own
hands, but when they saw that Mustafa Kruja, whose
hands were stained with the people’s blood, was thoroughly
exposed, although they Iliked the compromise, they pre-
tended to break with him. But the compromise continued
with the advent to power of Maliq Bushatis. The “Balli”
people were even invited to the palace to give Jacomoni

5 One of the chiefs of the “Balli Kombétar”, quisling prime
minister in 1943.
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their opinions on the government of the “Albanian peo-
ple”, of which the minister and prime minister should
make good the damage done by Mustafa Kruja. The
“Balli” had brought Bushati to power, and with his advent
began a new series of compromises, intrigues and acts of
treachery. While patriots were being killed and Vvillages
burnt, the "Balli” concluded an agreement with Jacomoni
and Dalmazzo. Through the protocol which he signed, Ali
Kélcyra ensured the Italian army freedom to pursue the
national liberation units. The troops of Dalmazzo burned
villages in the Vlora region. The "“Balli Kombétar” thought
that in this way they had damaged the national liberation
movement, which they considered communist. Ali Kélcyra
paid compensation to the peasants for their burned houses
(using Italian money), telling them that the Vvillages had
been burned by the communists. But who fired the rifles
at Gjorm?6 Hysni Lepenica was against our war, but the
people told him: “Either you come and fight, or you are
against the people”. This is the epic in which the Ballists
take such pride.

These elements do the job of the common spies. We
have facts to prove this, documents signed by the com-
manders of “Balli” units, such as Bektash Cakrani, Qazim
Selfo, etc. We have a document’” signed by them (see the

6 In the battle of Gjorm, a village in the vicinity of Vlora,
against the Italian occupiers from the 1st to the 3rd of January
1943, Hysni Lepenica, one of the chief representatives of the “Balli
Kombétar” in the region of Vilora, under pressure of the masses,
pretended to unite with the national liberation forces, while in
fact he tried to sabotage this battle. The "“Balli Kombétar” claimed
credit for the battle of Gjorm so as to deceive the masses, but
did not succeed.

7 In February 1943, Bektash Cakrani, representative of the
“Balli Kombétar” in the Mallakastra region, together with the
commander of the Italian garrison in Fier, signed an agreement
of collusion against the partisan detachments.
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letter). In the name of the “Balli Kombétar” Ali Kélcyra
went around inciting the population to take up arms
against the partisans and volunteers. Where there were
reactionaries, the “Balli Kombétar” succeeded. Where
our forces were well entrenched, he did his best to hinder
the struggle, saying: “The time has not come vyet, we
should preserve our forces. Italy is a great power, and
we should not forget the Greeks and Yugoslavs, and the
danger they represent”. On the other hand, the “Balli”
tried to uphold and preserve the institutions which pro-
tected fascism. It was against the efforts to purge the
civil and military authorities in the service of the occu-
piers, for it was conscious of its inability to organize its
own state power without them. It worked with might and
main to set up the Albanian gendarmerie so as to employ
it as a reactionary force against the national liberation
movement. On the other hand, it imagined that with the
creation of the gendarmerie, the peasants would not dare
to move or to join the fight against fascism.

The “Ball” was for an “Albanian army”. When we
said that the Albanian army should be created in the
mountains, and not in the fascist barracks, the “Balli
Kombétar”  distributed leaflets to prevent volunteers from
taking to the mountains, claiming that the army should
first be created in the barracks, and that it should take
to the mountains only when instructed by the ™“Balli Kom-
bétar”.

The "Balli” wanted to keep the old laws in force, in-
cluding the law on tithes, while we opposed this, and the
peasants did not give the occupiers a single grain of wheat.
When we called on the peasants not to pay any taxes to
the occupiers, the ™“Balli Kombétar” told them: “Pay, or
they will kil us, and burn our villages”.

From day to day the fight of the "Balli Kombétar”
against the national liberation ~movement assumed differ-
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ent forms. The National Liberation Council has shown
great patience. All the members of the movement have
wanted to show the "Balli” the correct road, in the hope
that it would abandon the road of compromise. But the
“Balli” pursued a non-commitment policy. Recently, the
struggle of the “Balli Kombétar” against us has been
greatly stepped up, from end to end of the country. Its
entire  work has been directed against us. In Gijirokastra,
Dervish Rexhepi and Rasim Babameto have done all they
can to impede the movement. In Libohova, they provok-
ed the entry of the Italian army into the region, and
turned their rifles against our partisan units. They have
sacked Christian villages of the Greek minority to split
them from the rest of the nation. But the minority peo-
ple have given proof of their devotion to the cause of
Albania’s  freedom. They wanted to extinguish the mov-
ment there, but the fighters and the members of the
National Liberation Front succeeded in exposing the
Ballists at various meetings organized among the people.
The people have seen the aims of the “Ball” armed
bands, which have been dispersed, while their command-
ers wander freely about the towns. In Viora the “Balli
Kombétar” boasts of its “heroic deeds”, but it has com-
mitted a thousand infamies there. What, in fact, is this
war which the "Balli” is making such a song and dance
about? Its members are shouting themselves hoarse about
the battle of Gjorm with Hysni Lepenica, the battle of
Selenica with Isuf Luzaj, the battle of Mollas with Tefik
Cfiri. They claim that it is they who fought these Dbattles
against the occupiers, while in reality in Vlora, Korga,
Elbasan, and elsewhere, they have not fought except
against us. In Gjorm, Hysni Lepenica, as I said before, re-
luctantly took part in the battle, and we fought together,
but it was we who fought the battle of Selenica. The par-
tisan and volunteer units captured 80 carabinieri and a
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quantity of weapons. Isuf Luzaj did not fire a single shot.
The battle of Mallakastra was not fought by the ™“Balli”,
but by our wunits from Myzege and Viora. Tefik Cfiri and
Skénder Mugo have maintained a hostile attitude towards
us.

The National Liberation Council called on the “Balli
Kombétar” to take part in the war. The "Balli” did not
reply to the Council but to the Communist Party, because
it identifies the National Liberation Front with the Com-
munist  Party, alleging that the Party hides itself behind
the mask of the National Liberation Front. In the leaflet
in which it replies to us, the "“Balli Kombétar” adopts the
same attitude as the fascist occupier. We have the leaflet
here, for you to see, and you can read it for yourselves at
the end of the meeting. The ™“Balli Kombétar” says that
the Communist Party has nothing else to do but to accuse
it of compromise. But the Communist Party has done a
lot of other things, and people know what it has done.
As for the attitude of the "Balli”, the agreement with
Dalmazzo is sufficient to prove that it has compromised.
“Return to Albanian patriotism”, is their call. And who
makes this appeal? Precisely those people who have sold
themselves to the occupiers and who deny the patriotism
of Qemal Stafa8, Vojo Kushi?, and their comrades. These
people are against the war, and they do the work of the
fascist militia. According to them, the partisan units are
fighting against the Albanian people, and not against the
occupiers.  They never mention the  national liberation
units, but speak only about the Communist Party. These
falsifiers of history deny the Albanian people their nation-

8 Member of the CC of the CPA, political secretary of the
Communist Youth of Albania, killed while fighting against the
occupiers on May 5, 1942, People’s Hero.

9 Member of the CPA, commander of a guerrilla unit, People’s
Hero.
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al liberation movement. This is an attack on the National
Liberation Front, a provocation aimed at unleashing civil
war. In Skrapar, we have made an attempt to unite with
the ™“Balli” bands and get them to participate in actions,
but in wvain. The ™“Balli” bands turned against wus, killed
Ramiz Aranitasil®, the commander, and his murderer re-
mains in their ranks. In Korga, the ™"Balli” has engaged
in propaganda to split our people into Muslims and Chris-
tians; while Safet Butka and company have begun to
fight openly against us. We have captured documents
which prove their treacheryll. The men of the ™“Balli” in
Korga go arm in arm with the fascist spies from Yugo-
slavia and Greece. The documents declare that the nation-
al liberation movement is directed against the occupiers,
while Safet Butka is against cutting the telephone and
telegraph  lines, against the attacks on the carabinieri
posts, and so on. The Ballists are acting like gangsters in
order to raise money.

The “Balli Kombétar” sends wus ultimatums calling on
us to abandon the areas under our control, knowing that,
when we withdraw from our positions, the occupier moves
in and burns the villages, as occurred in Voskop. We are
forced to suspect that the ™Balli Kombétar” is collaborat-
ing with the fascist invader against us. When we lie in
waiting for the troops of the fascist invaders in Voskop,
the bands of the ™“Balli” attack us from the rear. They
threaten that, if we launch attacks in their regions, then
they will attack us from behind (for example, Pasho

10 Member of the CPA, commander of a partisan unit, People’s
Hero.

11 The document mentioned is a note of the Italian Gendar-
merie in Erseka, dated February 3, 1943, addressed to the Royal
Questura in Korga which notified that Safet Butka, one of the
“Balli Kombétar” chiefs in the Korga region, was engaged in
intense activity to sabotage the National Liberation War.
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Kolaneci).  And Hasan  Velgani  and Haki  Blloshmi in
Mokra make the same threats. Abaz Ermeni writes to
Safet Butka: “If we go on like this without action, then
the British, who are calling for action, will support the
other side. Attack the enemy, (he says), regardless of
what the Tirana Central Committee says in its order of
29.6.43."

These are only a few documents. We have others;
every region has hundreds. We can see the naked reality
of the work of the “Balli”. We see that they are involved
in betrayal. We must open the eyes of the people duped
by the "“Balli” and bring them on to the right road.

The aim of the National Liberation Council is to
create solid wunity, unity for the war, and not to hinder it.
With this aim in mind it decided to send a delegation to
the ™“Balli Kombétar” in order to find out clearly what its
attitude is, and to see whether it was seriously seeking to
unite. The Council appointed as members of the delega-
tion: Abaz Kupi, Ymer Dishnica, Mustafa Gjinishi, etc.,
and told them the principal points on which unity should
be based. These were: the “Balli Kombétar” must enter
the war against the occupiers; the "Balli” must end its
fight against the national liberation movement and the
Communist  Party;  through  struggle and work, to get
the “Balli” to take part in a broad conference to lay on
the table and discuss many problems concerning unity.
This delegation made contact with the “Balli Kombétar”.
Among you some may have attended the meeting at Zall
i Herrit and Mukje. Our comrades there did not know
how to defend the Iline of the National Liberation Front,
but fell right into the lap of the ™Balli Kombétar” which
knew how to impose its aims. It is clear (see the leaflet)
that this was a defeat for the National Liberation Council.
Why did our comrades go to that meeting? They went to
bring the ™“Balli” into the war, and to hinder its war
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against the national liberation movement and the Com-
munist Party. But in fact what they talked about there
was ‘independent Albania” and ‘“ethnic Albania”, and the
war of today was forgotten.

On July 26, 1943, the first minutes were endorsed.
The “Balli” wanted, through some token attacks, to shift
from one soft seat to another, profithg from the fight
others are waging. It thought that the day had come for
it to ascend the throne. When the Duce fell, the ™“Balli”
believed that it was all over, just as Mussolini had thought
when France fell. The “Balli Kombétar” trumpeted to its
members to take to the mountains.

The “Balli” tried to impose its own opinions on us.
And instead of talking about fighting the bloody war
against the occupiers, they talked about setting up a com-
mittee. They started at the wrong end. The “Committee
for the Salvation of Albania” was set up. This was the
first error of our comrades, when they sat at the table
with those people who have fought so hard against us,
and have categorized us as people without a homeland.

There was talk of immediate fighting. But the “Balli”
always talks, and does nothing else but talk about fighting.
The “Balli” members themselves call Ali Kélcyra a traitor
and, at the same time, regard him as the most patriotic
democrat.

They speak of complete independence for  Albania.
This was also discussed at length at Mukje. The aim is to
blot out April 12, 1939, and hastily proclaim “indepen-
dence”. But it is the Albanian people who will proclaim
independence, and not the “Balli”, which has been colla-
borating with fascism. The “Balli” wanted to blot out
April 12, 1939, because three quarters of the Ballists had
recognized the Accord of the Crown, while we had never
recognized it. The people have never recognized either
the fascist occupation or Victor Emmanuel.
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The question of independence was discussed at length,
as was the question of Kosova. This question has also
served Mustafa Kruja as a bone of contention, as a matter
for quarrels and division.

The National Liberation Council has had a clear-line
and policy concerning Kosova and Caméria, and stands
by this policy, because it is correct. Our national libera-
tion war is a people’s war, a common struggle side by side
with the allies against the Axis. This sound alliance test-
ed in battle is more valuable than charters. The aim is
that together, united, we should press on with the war,
forgetting all the past, because over our heads hangs the
threat of the common enemy; later on, we who have
fought together in the greatest friendship will clear up
our disagreements. The Albanian people, who know what
suffering is, would never wish to enslave and dismember
other nations who have suffered as they have, and vice-
versa. This war has brought the peoples together. We
have the protection of the Soviet Union, the defender of
the small states and of all peoples. The question of Ko-
sova cannot be ignored. The population there will agree
among themselves and decide which way to go. The na-
tional liberation movement has a duty to make the Kosova
population conscious of their aspirations, teling them that
they must save themselves by struggle from the fascist
occupiers, or some possible Yugoslav occupier such as
Mihailovich12, We should enable the population of Kosova
to make their own decision about which way to go, as we
want to do ourselves, and fight against the Yugoslavia
which would try to enslave it.

12 In 1942 minister of war in the puppet Yugoslav government
in London. He collaborated with the German occupiers against
the Yugoslav national liberation movement, and terrorized the
population of Kosova.
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Our comrades acted wrongly at that meeting. We
tell our opinion frankly. These comrades behaved like
opportunists. In the second minutes, the “Balli Kombé-
tar” managed to change several of our clauses: “Imme-
diate war against the enemy occupiers and against all
other possible occupiers”3. Our delegates discussed this,
but they did not know how to defend their views and end-
ed by signing the minutes. Another point was added:
“Ethnic Albania”. In this way they accepted the thesis of
the “Balli Kombétar”, which is not waging a national
liberation war, but a war against us, and thus our delega-
tion negated our struggle, our program, and the decisions
of the Peza Conference. On the third point the word
“popular” was added, for it was only “democratic’. The
fourth  point speaks about a  “provisional  government”,
which means: the feverish desire of the ™“Balli Kombétar”
to become the government. A decision was reached to set
up a ‘provisional committee”, then a ‘“permanent com-
mittee” which would “decide on the liberation of Albania”.

These are the minutes signed by the delegation of the
National  Liberation Council. We see that our comrades
were mistaken, that they slipped into opportunism, that
they were wunable to stand by the directives they had re-
ceived from the Council. A proclamation was published,
which  crowns their work (the leaflet is read). In the
leaflet we see that the national liberation movement has
been swept aside. Only the ™Balli Kombétar”, which did
not fire a single shot, and a “Committee” which leads the

13 With the words “against all other possible occupiers” the
“Balli Kombétar” meant to turn the attention of the people away
from the war against the Italian fascist occupiers, with which it
was colluding, by qualifying “the Serbian and Greek occupiers” as
the most dangerous enemies of Albania. This was opposite to
the instructions the National Liberation General Council had given
to its delegation. (See in this volume p. 161).
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war emerge from it. They promote the "Balli” which has
fought against us so long, and do not even mention the
national liberation movement. There is not a single word
about fascism or about the atrocities of the Italians. We
should be patient no longer. We can not allow our move-
ment, our sacrifices, and our national liberation councils
to be swept aside, as happened in Mukje.

Our delegation is greatly to be blamed here. The
National Liberation General Council does not agree with
them, and even the delegates themselves understood that
they had committed a grave error. The “Balli Kombétar”
managed to impose on them its intrigues and its burning
desires. How should we act towards the “Balli Kombé-
tar"? As 1 have said, the movement demands that all who
want progress should wunite in the struggle. We seek a
strong and healthy unity, and this can be achieved only
in the fightt We shall wunite with the ™“Balli Kombétar”
only when it gets down to business, fighting the enemy
and shedding its blood, when it no longer has in its ranks
sold-out opportunist elements, bandits and criminals,
when its ranks are cleaned up (Ali Kélcyra, Safet Butka,
Tefik Cfiri and others should be purged). Individuals like
these, we shall expose before the people as perpetrators of
fratricide, because it is they who threaten wus with letters
and leaflets, who pour out abuse against us and fight us
with  arms. We shall cooperate with the ™“Balli Kombé-
tar” when the honest elements in its ranks understand
where the chiefs of the "Balli Kombétar” have been driven
by their own ideas, because among the Ballists there are
people who are not as bad as their chiefs. Only when the

“Balli” has given clear proof of its good intentions, can
we unite with it. But the ™“Balli Kombétar” is becoming
a ‘“refugium  peccatorum”, a refuge for assassins and

reactionaries. Irfan Ohri and his agents are being in-
corporated in it, and all those who were on the side of the



THE 2nd NATIONAL LIBERATION CONFERENCE 187

fascists, like Shefget Vérlaci and his cronies. They want
to extinguish the movement and reimpose the forces of
darkness so that tomorrow the people will not have the
chance to judge them for their treason. The "“Balli Kom-
bétar” is following a completely wrong road, and does not
want the Albanian people to find it out. We shall never
allow the reactionary elements of the “Balli Kombétar”
to come in and destroy our councils in the places where
our comrades have been kiled to set them up. We shall
punish them with the greatest severity. Now the people
have understood who we are and what we want, and they
will support us and rally around us. We shall also reply
to the “Balli Kombétar” about the “Committee” which has
been created, and about the accusations against us, but
we must organize the councils, strengthen the army, make
the people conscious, and wage a fierce war against all
traitors. This Council®* has not accepted the “Committee”,
and I hope this conference will not accept it either. We
should unite with the honest elements, and not with
worthless people.

As you <can see, the National Liberation Front and
the CPA, which leads it, have done their best, showing
great patience; they have tried in every way and made
sacrifices to persuade the “Balli Kombétar” to join the
war against the occupiers for the liberation of our people.
But the "Balli Kombétar” joined in the war against the
people, against the Front, against the CPA; the “Balli
Kombétar”, or the “Balli Tradhétar"*, has wunited with
the occupiers. Thus they have burned their bridges. We
will fight them mercilessly, as the traitors and collabora-
tors with the occupiers that they are.

14 The National Liberation General Council.

* Balli Kombétar = National Front; Balli Tradhétar = Trai-
torous Front.
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We have fought and defeated Italian fascism, Mustafa
Kruja and the militia. We are fighting and will defeat the
“Balli Kombétar”, too, if the misguided elements do not
repent and do not take the correct road. I ask each of
you to express your opinion, but I do not think that the
main point is the question of the ™“Balli”. The main issue
is the war against the occupiers. The problem of the
“Balli” comes next.

We shall try to bring other trends into the national
liberation movement. This is how we acted, for example,
with the Greek minority. Today they are under occupation
by the same enemy. They have had to fight side by side
with us, their war is our war, for the same enemy is op-
pressing us. The people of Dropull have understood this
well. The Greek minority has risen to the occasion, fought
with  dedication, and defended the interests of the home-
land against the Greek reactionaries.

There are also the Dibra chieftains: comrade Haxhi
Lleshi and others will speak about them, but I, too, have
something to say about them. They have collaborated
openly with the occupiers, and are continuing to do so.
We have not failed to expose them before the people, so
that they renounce the agreement signed with the occu-
pier to the detriment of our movement, the war of parti-
san units and action. We have told them individually and
before the people to participate in the councils, and to
set up councils. They imagined that they could avoid war
through compromises, and in the end obtain sinecures;
but they did not wunderstand that fascism is perfidious
(take the example of Qazim Koculit5). Fascism has attack-
ed them one by one, or has reached a compromise with
some. How should we behave towards the elements who

15 After the defeat suffered by Italian and Albanian fascists
in Gjorm, Qazim Koculi was shot by the fascists themselves.
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have not totally compromised themselves? We should unite
with them and with others who are not on the side of
the occupiers. As for those who have killed and burned,
we shall settle accounts with them with guns.

As for the Catholic clergy of Shkodra and the moun-
tain regions, we shall try to turn them from the road of
war against the national liberation movement, and if this
is not possible, then we shall fight them relentlessly.

We should try to detach from the traitors the misguid-
ed people from the poor strata of the population, those
who go to bed hungry at night. If we try hard enough we
can achieve this.

There are many, many isolated patriots and national-
ists who have not taken part in the war. These are people
of various mentalities. They fought the First World War
in a different manner. They are afraid for themselves and
they fear us. We should extend a hand to them, rally
them, explain things to them, and ask them to help our
struggle, no matter how small their aid may be. We
should gather them around the national liberation councils.

In our activity we should always uphold the principles
laid down at the Peza Conference. We should explain to
the people our work and the way we are going so that
they do not come to wus blindly, but understand these
principles clearly. We must go to the people in this way
so that the power of the national liberation councils be-
comes the only power, because it is the only democratic
one. Thus, we will achieve a democratic state power, for
which we are ready to give what is most precious to us,
our lives.

First published in "Documents Works, vol. 1.
of the Supreme Organs of the

National  Liberation  Revolu-

tionary Power (1942-1944)

Tirana 1962



DIRECTIVE ON THE SITUATION CREATED
FOLLOWING THE CAPITULATION
OF FASCIST ITALY

September 10, 1943

TO ALL REGIONAL PARTY COMMITTEES

Dear comrades,

You are no doubt aware of the situation created, but
nevertheless we are informing you about the state of
affairs, the attitude you should adopt, and measures to be
taken, especially concerning the internal situation.

The great Soviet offensive, carried out with new
breadth and style and extending over a front of more than
one thousand kilometers, is advancing, liberating towns
and wide areas. This powerful offensive has not only
stopped the Germans, but has forced them to retreat with
countless losses. The words of comrade Stalin are coming
truer — he said: “We shall liberate our lands from the
German fascist invaders within a short time, and they will
suffer the most shameful defeat”. Cities such as Kharkov,
Byelgorod, Orel, Stalino and the entire Donets basin are
permanently in the hands of the heroic Red Army. The
Soviet armed forces, which are growing in numbers and
becoming stronger all the time, armed with the most up-
to-date equipment, are marching towards the Ukraine in
tenfold forces. In face of the tanks, aircraft, and the
brilliant  strategy of our great comrade Stalin, Hitler's
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gang and the supposedly invincible German strategy suf-
fered ignominious defeat, and the glorious Red Army, led
by the Bolshevik Party of the USSR, is preparing the
speedy liberation of the enslaved peoples, and a happy
future for them.

Italy has surrendered unconditionally.  The  continuing
political and military defeats suffered by fascism in Africa,
Sicily and elsewhere brought about the ignominious down-
fall of Mussolini and the advent of the reactionary govern-
ment of Badoglio. One of the main causes which constrain-
ed the Badoglio government! to capitulate was the develop-
ment of the Italian people’s movement, the magnificent
strikes of the workers (proletariat) of the North led by the
heroic  Italian  Communist Party and other  progressive
parties. (We note that the BBC, characteristically, makes
no reference to the Italian Communist Party, but only to
the Italian Socialist Party, as the leader of this movement ;
it does the same with the Polish Socialist Party and other
social democratic “progress-loving”, “agrarian”, etc.
parties, as a means of infection from abroad to bring about
the creation of parties of this type in other countries too,
with the aim of dividing the people’s forces in their lib-
eration struggle and diverting them from the objective of
their war. The aim is to prevent the fall of Hitler and
Mussolini  from having serious consequences for the reac-
tionaries and the capitalists of London and New York, to
disorganize the proletariat, in the first place, and the
people’s forces, and to arouse scepticism among the back-
ward masses. This is how they acted in the First World
War with the social democratic and social-chauvinist
parties led by Kautsky, Scheidemann, Tseretelli, Chernov,
Legien, and Co. But the communist parties have the

1 The Badoglio government came to power in July 1943, and
fell in June 1944.
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experience of the First World War, and will know how to
find their bearings in this situation.)

The alliance between the British and American people
on one hand, and the people of the Soviet Union on the
other, is a reality, a close alliance in the war against
fascism. This is a special and characteristic phase of this
war, and the alliance is being strengthened between the
peoples of Britain, America and the Soviet Union, and
those of the enslaved nations.

Hitler wanted to capture all the countries of the world,
and thus threatened the national existence of Britain and
America. This is one of the main reasons for the Anglo-
Soviet-American  alliance. But we should not forget that
British government officials rejected the request for this
alliance made by the Soviet Union a long time ago, until
British  interests were directly threatened by German im-
perialism, which became a real danger to Britain. It is na-
tural that in such a situation a strong bloc was created by
this alliance, which is headed by the Soviet Union. More and
more anti-fascist forces began to gather round this bloc.

In the highest circles in Britain and in the British gov-
ernment itself, there are reactionary elements who want
to establish reactionary forces in the oppressed countries,
and this is precisely why they have been trying to form
reactionary governments in London to take over in the
oppressed countries after the fall of Hitler. The same cir-
cles which installed Hitler and Mussolini in power, are now
trying to turn the course of the present war against Hitler
and Mussolini in the direction of a so-called new Europe,
that is, in the direction of a new Versailles2. Thus they

2 The great imperialist powers, the signers of the Versailles
Treaty (July 1919), trampling underfoot the rights of the Albanian
people, left out of the border large Albanian inhabited territories
to satisfy the greed of the chauvinists of the border states, servants
of the imperialist powers.
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have set up reactionary governments to represent those
peoples; but in fact they are nothing but tools in the hands
of reaction to oppress the national liberation movements of
those peoples. We cannot exclude the possibility of such
government for Albania being set up in London, or of aid
to create one here; therefore we are informing the com-
rades so that, if this happens, they will know what atti-
tude to take. Certain individuals in government circles
and some prominent journalists, such as Beveridge3, the
“sociologist” of the ™“new Europe”, have promised the re-
vival of a “new Europe” and aid in food, clothing,
medicines, etc. We are opposed to the way they give this
aid and to the purpose for which it is given. The com-
rades should be clear about this question and should study
it carefully, so that they direct their agitation, not against
Britain and America in general, for we are in an alliance
with them in this war, but against the reactionary ele-
ments in the governments of those countries.

Following the unconditional surrender of Italy a new
situation has been created, not only in Italy, but here too.
The Germans are endeavouring to concentrate all power
in their hands, and thus to occupy “occupied”Albania. In
this situation there are contradictions between the German
and Italian soldiers. Meanwhile our stand towards the
Italian army is changing, and today we regard it with a
different eye. We should exploit  their contradictions,
which are becoming more profound from day to day. If
the Italian army is not going to fight against us, we shall
invite it to join us under the slogan “fraternization in the
war against Hitler's Germany” and we shall consider the

3 Reactionary British economist, ardent defender of the cap-
italist order.
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Italian soldiers as brothers-in-arms4; but if they go on
fighting against us, then we shall fight them as fiercely as
the Germans.

The differentiation of the reaction began some time
ago, and this process is now becoming more and more
marked, and not to our advantage, but with reaction
gaining strength. It is «clear that day by day, further
reactionary  elements are gathering around the  “Balli".
These reactionary and “Ballist” elements are endeavouring
to seize power and establish their reactionary government.
They are trying to increase their strength, and thus to pro-
fit from a possible allied landing.

The landing of the allies in the Balkans, or even in
Albania, is no longer a remote prospects. Therefore our
organizations should work to be able to cope with such a
situation. If there should be an allied landing, the national
liberation councils will have to be genuine organs of the

4 The call of the General Staff of the ANLA to surrender
the arms and to join the ANLA in the war against the Hitlerites
was answered by only 15,000 Italian officers and men of whom
1,500 were incorporated into the Albanian partisan units, while
the others were sheltered in the liberated areas of the country.
According to the orders of the CPA, the people welcomed them
and supported them fraternally, despite the atrocities the Italian
fascist army had perpetrated in Albania, while the chief persons
responsible for these crimes were meted out the punishment they
deserved wherever they were got hold of. The greater part of the
Italian army stationed in Albania surrendered to the Germans and
was interned to forced labour camps in Germany, where many
officers and men were cruelly massacred.

5 At that time it was rumoured that the allied forces would
soon land in the Balkans. The Anglo-American forces did not
land in the Balkans either in 1943 or at the beginning of 1944.
In summer and autumn when the Allied Mediterranean High
Command asked to land its troops in Albania with the specific aim
of saving the internal reaction from complete destruction and
impeding the triumph of the people’s revolution, the General
Staff of the ANLA refused permission for such a landing.
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people’s power. They will have to mobilize the entire
people around them and prevent the other forces, such
as the ™“Balli Kombétar”, from exerting their influence on
the people. The National Liberation Army must be very
strong, must have the whole people behind it, and not per-
mit the creation of military formations of its opponents,
such as the ™"Balli Kombétar”. You should be aware that
the allied landing forces will support all the Albanian
forces they meet, without any preference for those of the
national  liberation  movement, and moreover, bearing in
mind the Darlan affair6, with preference for the reaction-
aries. To avoid this possibility, from now on the national
liberation forces should begin to make their presence felt
everywhere and, in the case of a landing, should present
themselves to the allies, through the councils and the
National Liberation Army, as the sole state power of the
Albanian people. The allies should be in Albania with
their armies only to smash the Germans and their running
dogs, but the governing of Albania should be entirely in
the hands of the national liberation movement, and the
allies should recognize this. Therefore, as from today, all
the organizations should work with all their might to this
end.

You know that the agreement concluded with the
“Balli Kombétar” on the creation of the “Committee for
the Salvation of Albania” was to the detriment of the
national liberation movement and our Party, and as such
has been repudiated by the Central Committee. We in-
formed you of this long ago. This agreement has put us
in a difficult position. At a time when the  “Balli

6 Reactionary French admiral, former commander of the
armed forces of the Vichy fascist government. In November 1942 he
handed himself over to the Americans in North Africa, who,
furthering their imperialist aims, appointed him as Commissioner
for French North Africa.
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Kombétar” should have been in a tight corner because of
its activity in favour of the fascist occupiers, at a time
when the “Balli” should have been shown up before the
Albanian people as a disruptive organization, systematic-
ally sabotaging all our efforts to wunite our people on a
sound basis, we played right into its hands, with just the
agreement it wanted to help it scheme and plot among the
people. It was the moment to accelerate the differentiation
in the ranks of the ™“Balli”, in order to separate the people
from the “Balli”, to divide the honest elements, who had
been victims of the reactionary leaders, from the oppor-
tunist, anti-popular, and anti-patriotic policy of the “Balli".
Through this agreement we enabled the “Balli” to become
more closely linked with the elements who had brought
pressure to bear from within to persuade it to reach an
agreement with us. We allowed the “Balli” to tighten
and strengthen its ranks and retain a strong hold over the
backward masses  who, deceived and lacking political
clarity, still follow it. The reaction and the “Balli” leaders
especially, now hope to divide the ranks of the National
Liberation War, to consolidate their position through
political manoeuvres ; they are thinkihg of forming a
social-democratic party for this purpose. At the head of
this manoeuvre they have placed such elements as Skénder
Mugo and Hysni Lepenica, who, though reactionaries in
deeds, are unfortunately regarded as democrats by a sec-
tion of the people. We should be careful to prevent that
section of the national liberation movement, which is still
unclear about wunity and about how unity with the “Balli”
should be effected, from faling into the trap of this
manoeuvre. We should be cautious about elements who
have entered the ranks of the Party after insufficient work
has been done with them, and who have had close links
with  elements who oppose the National Liberation War,
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and we should also be careful about the elements from the
former “Zjarri” group.

In order to clarify the situation, to take a definite
stand in the situation which had arisen it was necessary to
convene the National Liberation General Council and the
2nd National Liberation Conference on a national scale.
Because of the haste and because of the conditions in
which we find ourselves, it was not possible for a very
large number of delegates to attend. At the Conference,
a unanimity of opinion was evident, especially concerning
the stand we should maintain towards the “Balli Kom-
bétar”. Although we shall shortly send you the resolu-
tion of the Conference, we are giving here a summary of
the main points of its decisions:

“The 'Balli Kombétar’ is an organization  which
emerged as a reaction against the national liberation
movement; it has fallen into the trap prepared by the
enemy to divide the Albanian people and to bring
about a fratricidal war. The whole of reaction, with
all its various shades, is being incorporated into its
ranks.

Our stand towards the ‘'Balli’ should be severe
and correct. Its opportunist policy should be de-
nounced without mercy, its demagogical campaign for
unity should be combatted, and it should be clearly
explained that it is the national liberation movement
alone that has striven with might and main for the
true unity of the Albanian people; that unity is of
the greatest importance to those who support the war
and freedom of the people; that unity cannot be
achieved when one takes one road and the other
takes the opposite one, that unity must be based on a
sound foundation, otherwise it is not unity, but divi-
sion. We «call on the 'Balli Kombétar’ to renounce its
incorrect policy and join the ranks of the National
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Liberation Front, accepting the program of the Coun-
cil. However, in order not to lose any opportunity
for uniting the Albanian people, we are willing to
accept even a looser cooperation with the ‘'Balli
Kombétar’ organization, but this cooperation must be
subject to the following minimum conditions: 1) im-
mediate and continuous war against the Italian and
German  fascist occupiers; 2) joint  struggle together
with the great British-Soviet-American allies, with
the oppressed peoples, and in particular, with the na-
tional liberation movements of the neighbouring peo-
ples of Yugoslavia and Greece; the acceptance of the
policy of the people’'s right to self-determination, in
conformity with the common struggle of the freedom-
loving peoples, and on the basis of the Atlantic Charter
and the London and Washington Treaties; the solution
of the question of Kosova in accordance with the
wishes of the Kosova people; 3) recognition of the
national  liberation councils as the sole democratic
people’s power, a point which must be insisted on;
4) the 'Balli’ must purge its ranks of those elements
who have connections with the fascist invaders, of
spies, criminals and speculators linked with the spe-
culating cliqgues of the enemy in their efforts to take
the food from the very mouths of the people in these
difficult ~ wartime  economic  conditions; 5 an im-
mediate end to the fight against the Communist Party
and the anti-communist propaganda, which is irre-
conciliable with the struggle to establish true people’s
democracy in Albania.

The majority of the Dibra chieftains, many North-
ern chieftains?, and many influential figures in South

7 Chieftains in some mountain areas where traces of the

tribal system were still preserved.
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and Central Albania have remained in a position close
to that of the ‘'Balli’. The Dibra chieftains have struck
up an ‘itifak* among themselves and made an agree-
ment with the enemy, which is the equivalent of the
Dalmazzo-Kélcyra  protocol. On the question of unity
and cooperation with them and with all those outside
the national liberation  movement, the same stand
should be maintained as towards the ‘'Balli Kombétar'.

With regard to the capitulation of Italy, the Con-
ference has decided that we should call on the Italians
to surrender to us, for we are one of the powers of
the British-Soviet-American alliance. If  they persist
in their previous stand towards us, we, too, shall
persist in our previous stand, and shall be even more
severe. But we should bear in mind that today our
chief enemy is Germany and that the Italian soldiers
want to go home more than anything else, so we
should call on them to join us against the Germans, or
give us their weapons. We should insist on disarming
the TItalian army. In the new situation, especially in
the liberated zones, the national-liberation councils
should truly exercise state power and eliminate the
influence of other trends. To this end, the national
liberation  councils should be strengthened, especially
from the organizational viewpoint, and councils should
be set up in every \village, in communes, sub-prefec-
tures (not for the towns, but for the entire sub-prefec-
ture) and prefectures”.

We think that it will be impossible to reach an agree-
ment with the ™“Balli Kombétar”. We think, too, that the
“Balli” has embarked on a road which will inevitably lead
to an armed clash with us, and therefore we should work

* Itifak (Tur. in the original) — alliance.
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as follows: through intelligent and tireless work we should
unmask the “Balli” and discredit it in the eyes of the
people, detach the people from it and bring them over to
our side; we should cause divergencies in the ranks of the
“Balli”, and create situations which will encourage and
accelerate the differentiation in the ranks of the "Balli”,
and strike with intelligence and determination at its reac-
tionary leaders; we should present the “Balli” to the peo-
ple as the source of splits and fratricide, so that they see
that the policy of the ™“Balli” will lead to armed confronta-
tion, we should encourage the entire people to revolt
against this, and thus the historic responsibility for this
lack of unity among the Albanian people, and for the
armed clashes among them, will fall where it belongs, and
this should be made clear to everyone in Albania. We
must prepare ourselves, we must prepare the whole na-
tional liberation movement, and the people for an armed
clash with the “Balli”. The ™“Balli” is preparing this clash
and must not catch us with our arms folded. We must
not allow the “Balli” to prepare itself and choose the con-
ditions most favourable to its attack on us, but should
force it into a corner and make it show its hand, and thus
we can attack it at the moment most favourable to us,
when the people have understood what it is up to, and
have united with us against it.

The situation forces us to act, but in order to act we
must be prepared, especially, militarily. The organization
and strengthening of the military wunits in the towns is
today an urgent problem of great importance. These units
should be well equipped with revolvers and hand-grenades
and, if possible, with automatic rifles (we should do our
best to buy or seize these weapons from the Italians, and
not wait a single day for others to send them to us). The
units should be placed under the command of the best,
most capable and suitable comrades of the Party. We
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should study how to attack the most important town
centres and, especially, those centres where arms are
stored. The Gestapo centers and those of the German com-
mands in general should be discovered and attacked. The
most dangerous spies, the agents of the fifth column, peo-
ple who until yesterday were closely linked with the
enemy, and today are going underground or joining other
organizations, such as the “Balli Kombétar”, in order to
organize the war against the national liberation move-
ment, and especially against our Party, such people as Irfan
Ohri, Qamil Xhani, Vehib Runa, etc, must be executed.
The spies and agents of the German army must be exe-
cuted. In the towns, hiding places must be prepared for
caches of weapons and for underground activists, in order
to ensure the continuous functioning of our organizations
and units.

Always bear in mind that in attacks on towns the
actions of the guerrila units inside the town should be
combined with those of the partisan units. Never forget
the importance of documents in the secret offices of the
enemy which should fall into our hands. As from now
all  party organizations should be mobilized to deal with
anything that might occur and be ready to cope with the
unexpected. The party «cells will be the driving force to
bring the entire people of town and countryside into mo-
tion, and should be purged of any elements who will not
carry out these vital tasks. The Party comrades should be
told that now the time has come for them to really prove
themselves as the reliable and courageous leading section
of the people, and to understand the decisiveness of this
moment we are passing through towards taking state
power. The cells should be the driving force of the groups
of sympathizers and friends of the Party, to whom it
should be stressed that today they should give their all for
the liberation of the country, to consolidate our Party and
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raise its prestige. The Party’s technical equipment should
be fully mobilized and working day and night, producing
leaflets and proclamations to explain to the people the dif-
ferent situations created and the events which are unfold-
ing, always indicating the road they should follow. At
every moment you should maintain a clear-cut political
stand, based on the directives of the Central Committee.
The mobilization of the whole organization should be
linked with the mobilization and preparation of the entire
people for the general wuprising. Great care should be
devoted to the mobilization and organization of the youth,
because the young people in Albania are the most vigorous
and healthiest force of the national liberation movement.
The greatest possible help should be given to the vyouth.

Anti-fascist women’s  organizations should be set up,
and they do not have to be brought together only on the
basis of their suburb or village ; they can and should be set
up also on the basis of occupation, or say, for example,
through setting up societies to abolish illiteracy, through
sewing circles to make clothing for the army, etc. These
organizations should be given all possible aid, and we
should draw elements from them into the Party.

Following the capitulation of TItaly, we should anti-
cipate the German resistance on the continent and here
in Albania. The Germans are reinforcing parts of our
coasts to defend themselves from an allied landing. On the
other hand, the German fascists will try to attack us; they
will also try to hitch internal reaction to their chariot.
The ™“Balli Kombétar” has not so far spoken out against
nazism, and already the desire for collaboration with the
Germans is being expressed in “Ballist” circles. However,
the reaction will make another attempt, if not openly (be-
cause Germany is heading for its doom), at least indirectly,
to beg the Germans to help strengthen its already shaken
position. Therefore, you will have to judge the situation
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with great cool-headedness, always at the head of the
people and in command of the situation.

Comradely greetings
For the Central Committee of the Party

Shpati
DEATH TO FASCISM — FREEDOM TO THE PEOPLE!
P.S. — These directives, without necessarily being read,

should be explained in all the party cells, and on
the basis of them instructions should be issued to
all  party organizations, down to the groups of
sympathizers. In particular, they should be ex-
plained in all the «cells of the units and battalions
of your region.

First  published in “Principal Works, vol. 1.
Documents of the PLA”, vol. 1,
Tirana 1960



LETTER TO COMRADE HAXHI LLESHI ON THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF POLITICAL AND MILITARY
POWER IN KRUJA AND DIBRA AND ON THE
STAND TO BE MAINTAINED TOWARDS
THE MACEDONIAN MINORITY

September 24, 1943

Dear Comrade Haxhi,

We have received vyour letter and congratulate you on
your success in liberating Kruja. As for the organization
of the «civli power in the «city, we have instructed Dr.
Nishani to go to Kruja, and a council is to be set up on
the basis laid down in the Constitutiont. Bazi i Canés will
certainly have come by now, and we are interested to know
his attitude. If he is there, discuss the decision of the
Conference2 with him, and if he agrees, proceed together
with him to hold the elections for the council in the most
democratic manner, through conferences and meetings of
the people. This should not be done according to the

wishes of Bazi i Canés, but according to the wishes of the
people, who will choose whom they want, in conformity
with the Constitution. If Bazi i Canés does not maintain

1 The Constitution of the national liberation councils approved
at the 2nd National Liberation Conference in Labinot.

2 This refers to the decisions of the 2nd National Liberation
Conference which Abaz Kupi did not attend.
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a good attitude, the comrades should go on with their
work and establish the state power. Tell the responsible
comrades that they should not fail to organize daily con-
ferences among the people, and with the youth and women.
The people should understand that the day has come for
them to express their own wil, and to decide for them-
selves, and not the feudal chieftains.

On the question of your departure for Dibra, we agree
with  you that you should depart immediately, for your
presence there is essential. You will certainly find many
difficulties there, but we are sure that through organized
and careful work, relying on the sympathy of the masses
for our movement, you will achieve concrete results. You
are better informed on the question of the chieftains than
we are. You know about their efforts to take power, as
well as the method they are wusing. In this situation, we
should do everything possible to surmount the chaos,
dominate the situation, and direct the work for the esta-
blishment of our own state power. To do this, we should
attach great importance to setting up the councils. They
should take full power into their hands, and should be
assisted in fulfiling this task by all those former state
officials who have not soiled their hands by involvement
in the affairs of the occupiers. Our state power must
prove to the people that we can govern with the greatest
justice. For this reason, for every section of work honest
and resolute people should be appointed to the council.
No other state power can exist alongside ours; there
cannot be dual power. And if any clique, such as the
“Balli Kombétar”, attempts to recreate the old form of
government, you must sabotage it by every means,
denouncing it to the people as a form of government which
will  restore their old sufferings and misery. You should
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immediately set up local and regional commands3 with
honest elements from the towns or villages, and the former
police force should no longer patrol the streets to maintain
order. This task should be carried out by volunteers, who
should be organized into different sections:  maintenance
of order, traffic control, prevention of theft and specula-
tion, ensuring of food supplies for the people, etc. These
volunteers should act under the orders of the regional
command which is subordinate to your military command.
Comrade Haxhi, you should take the question of the com-
mands and the setting up of the state power with the ut-
most seriousness, for our ultimate success depends on the
first steps we take. Always try to reach agreement with
those of the chieftains who appear somewhat sympathetic
to this state power, and lose no opportunity to ex-
ploit the antagonism among them to the advantage of
our cause.

The question of the Macedonian minority. — We have
received a letter from Tempo* and from the person respon-
sible for Macedonian affairs in Dibra, in which they speak
of the situation in this zone and of the work which should
be carried out there.

This is how you should act, and you should transmit
these instructions to the other leading comrades there: the
question of the border should not be mentioned at all for

3 The partisan military administration in the rear was or-
ganized since the second semester of 1943. The local and regional
commands were the organs of this administration, which fulfilled the
tasks of the people’s police in the liberated areas, as sound suppor-
ters and auxiliaries to the national Iliberation councils and the
partisan units.

4 Vukmanovich Tempo, member of the Political Bureau of
the CC of the CPY. During the war he maintained a markedly
chauvinist stand towards Albania and the CPA.
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the time being, nor should you discuss whether Dibra
should be Yugoslav or Albanian. We know that this is a
knotty question which will be settled Ilater on; on the
other hand, we are against the division made by the fascists
and support the self-determination of the peoples. As for
Dibra, we know that this town has a Macedonian minority
and it is situated on the old Yugoslav border. In the
present situation, while the enemy are still in the Balkans,
while all Kosova and Macedonia are under the heel of the
most savage reaction, while in the Dibra region the leaders
of the reaction are active and strong, if not stronger than
us, it is impossible and impermissible to implement our
correct line concerning the question of the border, for if
we act according to the advice of Tempo and leave Dibra,
not only wil the Macedonians be wunable to control the
situation, but the reaction will strike heavily at them and
us together, and will fight all the more ruthlessly against
us. Tempo's proposal does not seem to us to be a good
solution. We should set up our national liberation power
there, grant the Macedonians the rights of a minority, make
efforts to have them participate in the national liberation
councils, too, and thus try to convince the population and
gain their confidence. When our positions are consolidat-
ed, as well as those of the Yugoslavs, in Kosova, Metohia,
and Macedonia, when we are stronger than the reaction,
then it goes without saying that we shall apply the prin-
ciple for which we are fighting. We believe that we are
not in error if we act in this manner, in the present situa-
tion. We have written to Tempo along these lines, but you,
too, should try to make contact with him, or with the
responsible  representative of the Yugoslav Party in Dibra,
and explain our standpoint. Let us know how this matter
develops; we advise you to act with the greatest circum-
spection and in a spirit of complete fraternity.
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Lose no opportunity to consolidate the position of our
Party, organize  conferences continually, have the cells
meet regularly, and see that decisions are taken and carried
out.

Best regards
For the Central Committee of
the CPA

Enver Hoxha

Works, vol. 1.



LETTER TO THE BERAT REGIONAL COMMITTEE
OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF ALBANIA,
CRITICIZING ITS OPPORTUNIST STAND
TOWARDS THE “BALLI KOMBETAR” AND
GIVING INSTRUCTIONS ON STRENGTHENING
THE NATIONAL LIBERATION COUNCILS

September 26, 1943

Dear comrades,

We received vyour letter of 22. 9. 1943. Your failure
to keep the Central Committee informed about your
affairs has become a chronic illness which has gone on for
over a year. This is no way to work, to leave us in the
dark for two or three months without any news, run into
trouble, and then to send us a letter saying, “we are ready
to accept condemnation for the mistake we have made”.
In our view, such words do not help our work run
smoothly. There is no point in repeating that things can-
not go on like this. We assure you that this is the last
time we will tolerate such a state of affairs; if it happens
again, we will take measures which will do you no credit
as communists and leaders.

We have sent you two circulars!, one for the vice-
commissars of the partisan detachments, and the other for

1 These circulars deal: the first with the strengthening of
the party organizations in the National Liberation Army, and the
second with the establishment of the national liberation councils
throughout the country.
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the national liberation  councils.  These circulars  should
not be duplicated wholesale, but only in a limited number:
enough for the vice-commissars and the national libera-
tion councils. Of course, comrades should go to explain
these circulars  (after having studied them  themselves)
to a group of activists made up of vice-commissars and
commissars of detachments. The same should be done in
the national liberation councils by the comrades who parti-
cipate in them or help in their activity.

We note with concern that in an eight-page report
from the leading comrades in charge of the work in the
entire Berat region, a report addressed to the Central
Committee of the Party, there is not a single line about the
organizational situation of the Party. The one thing we
know, and not in any detail, is that the reaction has done
great harm in the ranks of our comrades. And even this
is hearsay, without official confirmation. Does the party
organization exist there or not? Is there a leading com-
mittee? We cannot answer those questions, because what
is happening in Berat is a profound mystery to us. In such
a situation, the Central Committee does not know how to
help your region, or how to guide vyour organization. If
you take the work of the Party so lightly and consider it
unnecessary to keep the Central Committee informed,
then that is another matter. This is an error that has been
recurring for a year and a half, and not an accidental
mistake. This method of work will cause wus great harm,
and it will place us in a difficult situation. We do not
know how things are with the youth, or the state of its
organization. Perhaps the youth organization compiles its
own reports and sends them to its Central Committee, but
you should not forget that this is a sector of the Party,
and you should take the greatest care to report to us on
its work. On the question of the Party, once again, and
for the last time, we repeat that we expect a clear report



AGAINST THE OPPORTUNIST STAND IN BERAT 211

on the situation, on the activities in progress, the number
of cells and groups of sympathizers, the number of party
members, and their names according to their distribution
in the different cells. Beside their names, the leading
comrades of the regional party committee should give
their opinions about the comrades. At the same time, you
should not forget to note their occupations. This must be
done in the shortest possible time. Within five days we
should have a full picture of your organization. We want
this every month, as well as notes on any additional activi-
ties, cells or new party members. We have asked vyou
many times to do this, but have never received an answer.
We cannot repeat this in every letter. If you tell us that
there is no one able to do this, we reply simply that these
reports are essential to the Central Committee, and these
directives must be implemented by every regional com-
mittee. Those who do not comply with them are dis-
obeying the Central Committee.

When we have received such a report, we wil try to
help you as much as we are able, but otherwise we can-
not, because, at present, it is impossible to give you instruc-
tions for the situations that arise in your region. General
instructions will not be enough, for we have always issued
such instructions, but it is evident that in practice, in the
majority of cases, they have not been implemented, as,
for instance, in your region. In your town there are two
administrations: one is that of the "Balli”, and the other
is ours. This is a thing which should not have happened.
We cannot tolerate a state of affairs where the “Balli
Kombétar” sets wup its administration alongside ours. We
cannot allow any dualism in this matter. Therefore you
must oppose their power, and only ours must be recogniz-
ed. You must fight it by every means: through propa-
ganda and meetings, speaking openly in broad conferences
about what the “Balli Kombétar” and its adherents are.
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You must expose the ™“Balli Kombétar” and its supporters,
from Abaz Ermeni to Fazlli Frashéri. There can be no
unity with the “Balli Kombétar”. For those who have
understood what the ™“Balli Kombétar” is, let them come
into our ranks, and publicly disown their adherence to the
“Balli Kombétar” and the mistake they have made. Com-
rades, the establishment of state power is no laughing
matter, and if we do not know how to act correctly right
from start, we may be sure that we will meet grave ob-
stacles later. Now the councils should no longer be elected
according to the criteria followed so far, for in many
cases they have been lifeless and formal. Now the coun-
cils are the highest form of state power and have many
functions. The present councils in the liberated zones, and
above all in the towns, not only collect aid, but govern and
direct every aspect of the life of the city and region amid
all the complications arising in the course of life and the
war.  Therefore, their election should proceed according
to the Rules and Constitution of the councils, which you no
doubt possess. These councils should be elected by all
the people and should be divided into different sections,
such as education, public works, finance, health, etc.; one
councillor should be put in charge of each section, a deter-
mined and experienced person whose loyalty has been
tested in the war. In his section, he may also be assisted
by officials of the former regime. Each should have his
own office, for this work cannot be done just anywhere.
The people must see that we really know how to govern,
and anarchy and disorder should be avoided at all costs.
No gendarmes or other such people should appear in the
cities, but local and regional commands should be organiz-
ed, and these should have their own partisans who should
always bear the distinctive partisan emblem. They should
set an example of discipline and justice, and protect the
population. In the cities they should stabilize law and
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order, ensure hygiene and food supplies, combat specula-
tion, etc. You should do all these things, comrades, with-
out getting caught up with trifles and forgetting your
leading role. Do not think that now Berat is liberated we
can allow any relaxation. Now more than ever relaxation
will do us great harm. The military command should be
active  everywhere, striking at the enemy, and making
every efforts to consolidate and strengthen the state admi-
nistration. Today more than ever, you should purge all
bad elements, enemies of the people and the Party. Over
military matters you have shown the same carelessness as
on the question of the Party.

The General Staff has asked you for information on
many things, but you have never answered. To report on
the struggle against Isa Toska?, or to disarm Italian sol-
diers is one thing, and to report on, and concern yourselves
with, the organizational questions of the army, is another
thing. On this second point it has never crossed your mind
to report to the General Staff, and we expect the com-
missar of that group, comrade Gjin, to do this. We have
written to you about the men you should send to the
brigades, and the mobilization of the Kugova workers,
about arming them and sending them to an appointed
place, but you have not written to wus. You have not
understood the importance of those matters, and your
failure to carry them out, or your negligence, are wrecking
all our plans. When we give an order to send men to the
brigades, we consider that not only should you demonstrate
your organizing abilities as communists, but you should at
least inform the General Staff of what possibilities you
have of doing this, so that the Staff will know how to act.

2 War criminal, commander of a terrorist band in the service
of the Italian occupiers.
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The General Staff does not have one accurate report
on the army in your region, on the cadres of your detach-
ments, their weapons, or the morale and possibilities of
the battalions and command there. We cannot expect all
this information from anyone except the communists. All
these things are closely interrelated, and failure to carry
out one order cripples the whole apparatus which we are
building, which requires us to display the greatest wisdom,
cool-headedness, reliability, and above all, order in our
work. You should always keep these things in mind if
you want to make progress. You should carry them out,
if you want our aims to become reality. Without orderly,
disciplined work, and without being guided by clear-cut
directives which apply to the whole of Albania, you will
never be able to achieve any substantial results. The com-
munists should be in the front ranks of the war. We have
always said this, but the war is not waged only at gun
point but also through the organization of the state ad-
ministration and the army. For the organization of these
two sectors the communists, and especially, the leading
comrades, must be in the first ranks, and must be up to
their tasks.

The situation that is developing is in our favour, but
only if we are in a position to dominate it. Day by day the
“Balli Kombétar” is being discredited, and day by day we
are gaining the ground it is losing, but we must not think
that these Vvictories are spontaneous; they need effort. The
Tirana party organization should be taken as an example;
it manages to publish lengthy daily communiques, pro-
clamations, leaflets, and “Zéri i Popullit” and “Bashkimi”,
in such great number and so well printed that the entire
population is astonished. And you should not forget that
the Tirana comrades are working under the constant threat
of the Gestapo. Such activity gives people great confi-
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dence in our Party and comrades. The streets of Tirana
where the Gestapo reigns, are covered every night with
stickers printed by the most modern methods, stickers
which  popularize our heroic Party and the Soviet Union.
And this work is so intensive that not a day passes with-
out the population reading our leaflets or our newspapers.
Our propaganda in this city has clearly brought out the
rottenness of the “Balli Kombétar” and its organizational
weakness, for it is not enough to tell people that there is
no hope for the "“Balli Kombétar”, but through our work
we must make the people see for themselves that the “Balli
Kombétar” is in fact worthless. And the people of Tirana
have understood this very clearly. Such an example should
be followed by every region, especially by you who live
and work in a liberated city. You have complained in the
past, but now you have no reason to complain; all that is
needed is work, and systematic work. None of our com-
rades has learned to do this at school, they have learned
it in the course of the struggle. You are in the same situa-
tion, and so we require you to do unceasing work as good
as that which is done in Tirana, or even better. You should
have no hesitation about eliminating Ali Kélcyra and any
other rotten element.

Devote the greatest attention to the army, consolidate
it and raise its consciousness. The automatic weapons
should always be in the hands of the Party. Telephone
and telegraph communications should be in our hands.
Repair the means of communication, and with the help of
the Italian soldiers you have there, repair the telephone
connections with all the liberated centers; keep in constant
contact with the different localities in order to exchange
experience with one another and to guide the comrades
better. Regular and rapid communications are one of the
main conditions for our victory.
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Dear comrades,

We are sure that you will act as instructed on the mat-
ters about which we have written to you. Soon both you
and we will have good results. If this does not happen, it
will go hard with you.

Best regards
For the Central Committee of the Party

Shpati

Works, vol. 1.



LETTER ADDRESSED TO VUKMANOVICH TEMPO
IN ANSWER TO HIS SLANDEROUS ACCUSATIONS
AGAINST THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE GROUP OF
THE DIBRA REGION AND AGAINST THE CENTRAL

COMMITTEE OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF
ALBANIA

October 29, 1943

Comrade Tempo,

Your letters have greatly astonished wus; their tone is
very rude and vyour judgement of our Central Committee
is unjust. Nor do we think that our comrades there de-
serve the insulting assessment given by you and your
Macedonian comrades. In such a difficult situation, it
would not be surprising if they may have made some con-
cession or may not have been in a position to utilize every
favourable situation, but this is a far cry from Ilabelling
our comrades saboteurs and agents of “Great Albania”,
and it seems to wus that your accusations are very grave
and quite outrageous. On the other hand, it does not
seem to us that such a delicate matter should be judged
with  such lack of cool-headedness, nor that decisions
should be taken or “orders” given without properly weigh-
ing up the situation and the moment. On the question of
Dibra, this has been and is our opinion, and we have given
the appropriate orders to the comrades who are working
in that sector.
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We do not accept the new boundaries established by
the fascists. But what is the situation in Dibra? This is
how it has been reported to us, and we believe the report
to be true: in that town the Macedonians are the minority,
and on the other hand, the influence of the Yugoslav
Party is not very great because of its weak organization,
and consequently the national liberation movement led by
the Yugoslav Partisan Staff is not widespread, but is rather
in the embryonic stage.

In Dibra and the surrounding region, apart from reac-
tion and its forces, the only partisan detachment which
makes its presence felt is that of Haxhi Lleshi, which day
by day is growing stronger and gaining ground. Up to the
capitulation of Italy and since then, Haxhi Lleshi's bat-
talion has been the only force which was able in some
measure to cope with the forces of reaction, which are
very numerous in Dibra. With the capitulation of Italy,
all the reactionaries and their hordes went plundering and
making a booty, and it was these hooligans who took the
rifles. They were not given to them by Haxhi Lleshi (as
Macedonian comrade Yanko writes in his letter), and this
is the same Haxhi Lleshi, now accused of advocating
“Great Albania”, who prevented the hordes of the bairak-
tars not only from taking possession of all the rifles, but
also from committing other outrages. So, the capitulation
of Italy found Dibra in a situation in which the sole force
able to dominate the situation, if this were possible, was
Haxhi's  partisan  forces. = The reactionaries were  strong,
their mercenary forces intact, and not only that, but there
was no organized Macedonian force. In short, our posi-
tion was not good (neither ours nor yours). How should
Haxhi Lleshi have acted at that time? We did not and do
not share your opinion. We maintain that the moment
was not opportune (given the small forces which we had)
to establish a Macedonian administration in Dibra, because
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if we had done so, both we and you would have aroused
the entire reaction against us. And not only the reaction,
but also the people, who would have accused us of “selling
out”, and this would have had grave repercussions for the
development of the struggle which both we and you are
waging in that region. By doing this, Haxhi Lleshi and his
partisans would have lost what prestige they had gained
in Dibra. We gave Haxhi the directive for the formation
of a national liberation administration, and that Macedon-
ians, too, must be elected to the council, people who are
actively devoted to the work and the war (and not addicted
to preaching from the pulpit, as you say in your letter) in
order to consolidate our positions (both ours and yours)
and, through joint work, to strengthen our ranks, temper
them, and strike at the reaction. For that moment, and
until our position is strong enough to cope with any even-
tuality, we consider this the most appropriate way to act.
We believe that to act in this way does not mean to advo-
cate a “Great Albania!” We believe that the mentality of
the Dibra population, and the geographical situation with
regard to the former boundaries (the town of Dibra and
the few villages which were under Yugoslav rule at that
time, too, were completely linked with the part under
Albanian rule, and even the Macedonians had very close
links with the Albanians), all these things, are as well
known to us as they are to you, and in this situation it
seems to us that it would be harmful to apply the “correct
line” through a decree or order. In any case, we still think
that this is not such a simple problem.

Friendly greetings

Enver Hoxha

Works, vol. 1.



DIRECTIVES ON THE STRENGTHENING OF LINKS
WITH THE SOVIET UNION, ON THE STAND TOWARDS
“BALLI KOMBETAR”, “LEGALITETI”* AND THE BRI-
TISH MILITARY MISSIONS, ON THE CONSOLIDATION
OF THE NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT, THE COUN-
CILS AND THE ARMY, AND ON THE STRENGTHENING
OF THE PARTY AND THE OTHER ANTI-FASCIST
ORGANIZATIONS

November 3, 1943

TO THE REGIONAL COMMITTEES OF THE
COMMUNIST PARTY OF ALBANIA

Dear comrades,

You know that for some time the situation has turned
in favour of the anti-fascist coalition. The main factor in
this change has been the heroic Red Army. Ever since
Stalingrad, it has not given a moment's respite to the
German Army which is going from retreat to retreat, suf-
fering one defeat after another, as it heads for disaster.

1 A British-sponsored traitorous organization formed in
November 1943 with the aim of alienating the Albanian people
from the CPA and re-establishing in Albania the regime of
former King Zog, by presenting it as the only “legal” regime.
The chairman of the organization, Abaz Kupi, a spy of the
British, a renegade of the National Liberation War, united his
forces with those of the quisling government and of the "“Balli
Kombétar”, and collaborated with the German occupiers.
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The great Soviet offensive on the Dnieper is in full swing.
The first great tactical successes are being fully exploited
by Stalin’s brilliant strategy and the courageous Red Army.
Germany is approaching a decisive defeat. Its reserves are
no longer sufficient to cope with war on such vast fronts,
and to face such critical situations. The successive mili-
tary defeats have immeasurably lowered the morale of the
German Army and of the German people, who are begin-
ning to rise up against the nazis. The German Army,
routed, worn out and bleeding, is now entering its third
winter in  Soviet territory. It will be confronted by fresh
and well-trained Soviet troops who will continue to deal
it more and more even heavier blows until its final
destruction.

In this situation the opening of another vast front in
Europe by the allies would speed up the collapse of Ger-
many. You know that the Anglo-American contribution to
this war has always been much smaller than that of the
Soviet Union. The measures to be taken to hasten the end
of the war, measures which imply much greater participa-
tion by the Anglo-American allies in the war, will un-
doubtedly have been one of the points discussed at the
Moscow Conference.2

Hitler knows that he has lost the war militarily. Only
a compromise can save him. That is why he is doing all
he can to manoeuvre to mobilize international reaction.
He has followed these tactics since his advent to power
and, particularly, when he hoped to destroy the Red Army.
But we must not forget that yesterday he used these tactics

2 The Moscow Conference of the ministers of foreign
affairs of the USSR, Great Britain and USA was held from the
19th to the 30th of October 1943, and proclaimed as the main task:
to shorten the duration of the Second World War, to open the
second front as soon as possible, to strengthen cooperation among
the allies in the war, and to continue it after the war.
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to attack, while today he is using them to defend himself,
to save his neck. He is trying to activate the reaction in
Britain and the United States, to link himself closely to it,
and thus to influence the Anglo-American policy, to a-
chieve a compromise which would ensure him part of his
war spoils. But in order to give this manoeuvre time to
develop and to convince the Anglo-American reaction that
he would be a valuable ally, Hitler should not be in a posi-
tion of great inferiority. This is one of the reasons why
he is so fiercely obstinate in his stand on the Dnieper.

Already it is obvious that this manoeuvre of Hitler's
has failed. It has failed because the people of Britain and
America are becoming more and more involved in open
struggle against internal reaction and its methods, and are
a mighty force which is terrifying the reaction and making
it hesitate. It has failed, because the Anglo-American
policy cannot venture on to so dangerous an adventure.
But it has failed, above all, because the Soviet offensives,
especially that on the Dnieper, are breaking Hitler's back,
strengthening the wunity of the freedom-loving peoples, and
increasingly mobilizing them against Germany and fascism.

Thus reaction cannot save itself under Hitler's flag.
That is why it is preparing for a broad manoeuvre, which
is already becoming obvious: it is a matter of preparing
the ground to oppose the Red Army and the national libe-
ration movements after the defeat the German Army is
bound to suffer. This manoeuvre can be seen especially
in the occupied countries, in Yugoslavia with Drazha Mi-
hailovich, in Albania with the ™“Balli Kombétar”, and other
groups; it is evident in the stand of the German allies,
Rumania, Hungary and Finland.

What will be the stand of Britain and the United
States towards this manoeuvre of reaction? First and
foremost, we must be aware that Britain and the United
States are not trying to crush reaction in Europe, they only
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want to take it over from Hitler. They still recognize
Drazha Mihailovich, and even help him. The Sikorsky3
affair and the activities of the British mission in our coun-
try, show that they are trying to strengthen the reaction-
ary movement and to mobilize it against the national libe-
ration movements. This has undoubtedly been one of the
points of discussion at the Moscow Conference.

Every day the national liberation movements in Europe
are gaining more ground; the masses of the people are
awakening and rallying around them.

In TItaly, the reaction, headed by Badoglio and Victor
Emmanuel III, and with the indirect support of the allied
armies, is trying to establish its domination by other
methods. In particular, it tries to attack the Italian Com-
munist Party and drive it from the political scene, because
it is the party with the strongest links with the masses,
the party which can crush the reaction and lead the people
towards setting up their state power. The efforts of the
Italian people, and especialy of the Italian Communist
Party, pose an increasing threat to the reaction and force
Badoglio to constantly change his methods.

The German occupiers have undertaken a large-scale
campaign  throughout  Europe to  mobilize  reaction and
snare the people with demagogical nationalist slogans
aimed solely at inciting them to war against the national
liberation  movements.  Throughout Europe, Hitler is or-
ganizing and preparing the struggle against the commu-
nist parties, against the establishment of the people’s state
power. The reaction is rallying round this slogan, this is
the main weapon of the enemy, and this is what we must
attack.

3 Reactionary Polish leader, head of the Polish government
in exile in London (1939-1943), a servant of the imperialist Anglo-
American circles.
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In the Balkans, more than anywhere else, the enemies
of the national liberation movements, headed by Hitler, are
striving to take advantage of national antagonisms to
strengthen the reactionary anti-communist front which
Hitler calls the “Balkan Federation”. Instead of prepar-
ing to repel any eventual allied landing, it is fighting and
will  continue to fight the national liberation movements
in the Balkans.

With the assistance of Albanian reactionaries, Hitler
is trying to mobilize the Albanian population of Kosova
and Macedonia against the Serbian-Montenegrine-Mace-
donian populations, and to use the Kosova problem to sow
confusion among the Albanian people, to divide them,
and to incite the pseudo-patriots to struggle against the
national liberation movement of the  Albanian people.
With the help of the local chauvinists, he is trying to rally
public opinion here to support the anti-Serbian and anti-
Greek policy, which would lead us to armed conflicts with

our neighbours, create splits in  our national liberation
movement, and lay the basis for the organization and
strengthening of anti-communist, national-chauvinist

parties hostile to the national liberation cause.

The approach of the end of the war against Germany
and its stooges, on the one hand, and the strengthening of
the Albanian National Liberation Army and our move-
ment in general, on the other, have awakened our people
and drawn them closer to our struggle. Everywhere in
Albania sympathy towards wus is increasing and our in-
fluence is becoming stronger. But this has spurred reac-
tion also into very great activity, mobilizing itself and
trying to rally the masses around it, in order to turn the
situation to its favour.

You know what the ™Balli Kombétar” is and what it
does, and you also know the stand we must take towards
it. This is explained thoroughly in the Central Committee
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circular of September 10, 19434 at which you should have
another look. One thing is now quite clear, that the "“Balli
Kombétar” collaborates with anyone and in every way
possible against the national liberation movement, and in
particular, it collaborates with the German occupiers. In
Fier and Lushnja the “Balli Kombétar” has taken com-
mand of the towns under the protection of German bayo-
nets and is involving itself more and more in foul deeds
and in perfidious war against us. Everywhere it is allying
itself with the Germans to fight us with weapons, espio-
nage, and propaganda. Apart from the role of Isa Toska,
it also tries to maintain a semblance of independence from
the German occupiers and to appear as if it is working
underground against them, in order to prevent the people
from recognizing it as a tool of the Gestapo, and thus pre-
serve the credibility necessary to take over Hitler's do-
mination of Albania and to have more room to manoeuvre.
The ™“Balli Kombétar” is concerned to mobilize as many
forces as possible, whoever they may be, to fight the
Communist Party and the national liberation  movement
and to oppress the Albanian people today, but more parti-
cularly, tomorrow.

But the reaction sees that the “Balli Kombétar” alone
cannot fight our movement successfully, so it tries to
organize and mobilize other forces under various flags.
It pushes on to the scene new figures who enjoy a certain
standing in the eyes of the public,c people such as Mehdi
Frashéri, or people like Zog who, having exercised power
under the past regimes, stil have influence in some
regions.

4 This circular issued the directives of the CC of the CPA
concerning the situation created after the capitulation of fascist
Italy.
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Our enemies intend to mobilize as many forces as pos-
sible around the reaction, and organize them as best they
can into one or several groups, either within the Gestapo
government or outside it, but against us, and solely
against us. The tendency is for the reactionary groups to
become centralized. At the moment, Mehdi Frashéri (and
perhaps someone else later on) has emerged as one of the
political ~ figures around whom  this activity has  been
focused. People who were directly at the service of Italian
fascism, such as Mustafa Kruja, Kolé Biba, Gjon
Marka  Gjoni, Shefget  Vérlaci® and other  reactionaries,
whose forces are as large as any, are also included in this
vast combined anti-national liberation ar manoeuvre.

The Zogites, led by Figri Dine8 and the North chief-
tains, have been very active recently. They are trying to
organize themselves around the figure of Zog, to create a
strong party and prepare the ground (and especially, the
forces) for the restoration of Zog and his regime. The
Germans, too, are playing the Zog card, for they have set
up a “Regency Council”?, re-established Zog’s constitution
and returned confiscated property. The reaction, too, is
playing the Zog «card, reserving the right to discard it or
play it more openly in the future. They have begun to
use Zog as a bogey to turn the masses from the war, put-
ting him up as the only person capable of “saving Albania

5 One of the biggest feudal landowners of the country, agent
of Italian fascism, prime minister of the 1st quisling government
in Albania (1939-1941).

6  Zogite representative and quisling prime minister (July-
August 1944).

7 In October 1943 the German occupiers convened in Tirana
a “National Assembly” which, according to the orders of the
Hitlerites, proclaimed the “separation of Albania from Italy” and
rigged up a “Supreme Regency Council” with Mehdi Frashéri at
the head. On November 5, the traitorous Regency nominated the
quisling government with fascist Rexhep Mitrovica presiding.
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from anarchy”, by which they mean rescuing reaction
from our movement. The speeches of many Ballists and
other reactionaries, who say that the communists will
compel them to join with Zog, the articles of the newspa-
per “Atdheu”® (“Fatherland”), as well as the wide-scale
publicity to boost Zog, are all part of a single manoeuvre
aimed at mobilizing reaction around him.

The "“Balli Kombétar” and all reaction have a lot to
say about anarchy, chaos, and the confusion occurring in
our country, where, according to them, everyone is pulling
in different directions. They want to accuse the national
liberation movement and our Party of causing this
anarchy, trying to present our Party as a party opposed
to order, and which would bring only chaos and anarchy.

The German occupiers are endeavouring to give Alba-
nia the appearance of an independent country. This calls
for a state apparatus in the hands of Albanians and an
Albanian  military force that would obediently serve Hit-
ler and do his work, that is, fight energetically against
the national liberation movement. But reaction has never
been more afraid of our movement than today, and it has
never been more united to fight us with all its forces. So
it gladly accepts Hitler's helping hand, although it tries
to conceal its links with the invader so that the destruction
of fascism will not spell its own end. Reaction is trying to
fight our movement and to strengthen itself during the
German occupation, in order to be able to establish its do-
mination more easily later on, for it, too, is convinced that
Germany has lost the war.

Another manoeuvre, which the enemy and the reac-
tionaries use and which you must have noticed at the
grass-roots, concerns the question of unity which almost

8 Principal organ of the traitorous “Legaliteti” organization
(October 1943-August 1944).
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everyone, from Mustafa Kruja to the “Balli Kombétar”,
is «caling for. They are trying to mislead our people and
the national liberation movement, and in particular, to
blame our Communist Party for the lack of unity. This
unity is being demanded on any conditions and with every-
one: with Zog, the "“Balli Kombétar”, Mustafa Kruja, the
“Executive = Committee”™, and the “Regency Council”, and
even with the German nazis. This is the sort of unity the
reaction is after. You are aware that this broad cam-
paign of “fraternization” aims at turning the people away
from the National Liberation War, and at disorientating
them, at presenting the traitors as patriots, at wiping out
our movement and having the people submit to the lead-
ership of reaction. They campaign for the wunity of the
Albanian  nationalists ~ while  trying to present the Com-
munist Party of Albania as an alien party, and commu-
nism as an alien ideology, in merciless war with Albanian
nationalism.  Their am is to lead the non-communist
elements away from the national liberation movement, to
isolate our Party, and more easily attack it by accusing
it of being the cause of the discord, terror and fratricide.
On top of all this, they are trying to present our Party as
a party which is working against the national interests.

What stand should all party members take in this
external and internal situation, and how should they act?

We must look to Moscow and view everything in the
light of the struggle the Soviet Union is waging, particu-
larly at present, following the tripartite Conferencel®. We
must be thoroughly familiar with the  decisions adopted

9 It was created by the Hitlerite occupiers on September 14,
1943 as a “provisional government” of Albania and was made up
of branded reactionaries, close collaborators of the Italian and
German fascist occupiers with Ibrahim Bey Bigaku at the head.

10 The Moscow Conference of the ministers of foreign affairs
of the USSR, Great Britain and USA.
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at this conference and with Soviet policy, and scrupulously
conform to them, for this is the only way we can avoid
making  mistakes during our struggle. We must widely
popularize the Soviets and the gigantic struggle the Soviet
Union is waging, and arouse our people’s love and respect
for the Soviet Union, the Red Army, and Stalin; our peo-
ple should be made aware that it is the Soviet Union
which will defend the interests and freedom of the smaller
nations against any attack by reaction. We must work
towards convincing our people that the Soviet Union is
their most sincere ally. We need not be afraid of slipping
to the left in popularizing the Soviet Union but at the
same time, we must be careful not to fall into provocations
and produce results contrary to our aims.

We must popularize the national liberation  struggles
going on throughout Europe, and especially those in Yu-
goslavia and Greece. Openly and without hesitation, we
must raise the problem of our brotherhood with the peo-
ples of Yugoslavia and Greece. We must mercilessly
expose reaction and chauvinism which are trying to push
us into war with our neighbours. We must convince our
people that the supreme interests of our country demand
that, to fraternize with the Greek and Yugoslav peoples,
we must tear the mask from chauvinism which tries to
present itself as the defender of Albania against foreigners,
and show the whole world that it is we, and we alone (the
national liberation movement), that defend Albania
against the occupiers and the foreign imperialists. We
have to convince our people that the national liberation
movements of Yugoslavia and Greece, far from endanger-
ing our independence, help us to win it

About the ‘'Balli Kombétar”. — In various circulars we
have often said what the "“Balli Kombétar” is, and what
our stand towards it should be. The “Balli Kombétar” is
a hot-bed of reaction, and must be fought without mercy.
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The 2nd National Liberation Conference emphasized our
stand in regard to uniting or cooperating with all those
outside the National Liberation Front, and with the ™“Balli
Kombétar”. Regarding people who have not compromised
themselves or who have taken a wrong course in the past,
but have now corrected themselves, our stand must be
that defined in the resolution of the conference. The ques-
tion of whether to unite or cooperate with the reaction or
with the "Balli Kombétar” as an organization does not
arise; the question is how to combat them. The “Balli Kom-
bétar”, and every other organization outside the national
liberation movement, have merged with reaction. In strug-
gling against reaction you must try to create differentiation
in its ranks, drawing those who leave it close to us. The
main thing is to separate reaction from the people, and to
prepare the people to struggle against it. Our correct and
determined stand against reaction must not lead wus to
sectarianism, into scorning misled elements who ac-
knowledge their mistakes, and Ilumping them together with
the reactionaries. In the ranks of the ™“Bali Kombétar”
and reaction in general, there are many people who are
confused, victims who do not understand the significance
of our struggle against the internal and external enemies.
It is our task to enlighten them, to draw them closer to
our position, and with our correct attitude which excludes
both sectarianism and compromise, to separate them from
reaction once and for all. We must do everything we can
to compel them to take a definite stand and abandon their
attitude of waiting for the T“appropriate moment”, either
to join the struggle against the invader or to attack us
from behind. With these elements we should not be
satisfied with platonic friendship and fine words, for this
would only help them gain time, maintain their “wait-
and-see” attitude, benefit from our support, and tomor-
row, with their “good name” intact in the eyes of the
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people, manoeuvre at our expense. But you must not
understand our attitude as an effort to push them into the
arms of reaction. On the contrary, it must enable those
who still have not made up their minds and who do not
have a clear idea about the situation, to understand that
they should abandon their “wait-and-see” attitude, which
benefits no one but the enemy.

In order to obtain these results we must make the
people clear about our attitude, the viewpoint of the
Party, and its political line. The people must be told what
the Party has done and what it is doing. We must widely
popularize our heroic Party and the sacrifices it has made
for the liberation of the country; we must point out its
leading role in this National Liberation War, the increased
morale and determination of our people, the drive and
heroism the Party has aroused among the Albanian vyouth,
and its model spirit of sacrifice and organization. Similar-
ly, it should be made clear to the people what the national
liberation movement is, what the national liberation coun-
cils and the National Liberation Army are; the people
must be made clear about the aims the enemy and the
reaction are pursuing by identifying the national libera-
tion movement with the Communist Party. You must try
to expand the National Liberation Front and gather into
it almost all the people, those who are honest and with a
heart to fight, who cherish their homeland and freedom.
Thus you can convince the people, and they will see con-
cretely that the Front comprises all those who are fighting
for the interests of Albania and to bury the occupiers.
Outside the Front, there might be some well intentioned
individuals who want to serve the national cause. Never-
theless, by remaining outside the Front, they do not serve
it, but harm it instead; as for the political groups and
parties that remain outside the Front, they should be
fought as reactionary parties which, directly or indirectly,
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are playing the game of the occupiers, because reaction, in
order to mislead democratically-minded elements and lead
them away from the national liberation movement or to
prevent them from joining this movement, is attempting
to enter the political scene through a puppet “social-
democratic” party. “Balli Kombétar”  elements, such as
Skénder  Mugoll, renegades from the national liberation
struggle, such as Sotir Kondi, and other agents of the
reaction are doing their best to set up such parties, but
they dare not come out into the open.

The people must be made well aware that the reaction
is a tool of the enemy. We must prevent reaction from
giving the people the impression that the struggle between
us is merely over ideological questions; we fight reaction,
first, because it is from head to heels in the service of the
occupiers and, second, because it is working to perpetuate
the anti-popular regimes. Our struggle against the reac-
tion is an inseparable part of the struggle against the
occupiers. You must point out to the people that the
reaction’s campaign for so-called wunity is rotten demagogy,
that it is we who want genuine unity and work for this
unity, and that outside the National Liberation War there
is not and can be no unity. We must take great pains to
do everything in our power to expose the reactionaries
and their movement, and expose them as splitters, ter-
rorists, and murderers of their own brothers. We must
point out to the people that the “order” the reaction wants
is that of foreign occupation, of the bayonets of the militia
and the whip of spies. They are doing their utmost,
employing criminals and finding other vile methods, to
plunge the country into chaos and anarchy, to exhaust the

11 Representative of the "Balli Kombétar” with whom an
American liaison mission was attached which, in turn, was engaged
in intensive activities for the reorganization of the reactionary
forces shaken by the blows of the National Liberation Front.
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people, to deceive them and impose their will in other
words, the blackest terror. When our units were the only
formations in the Albanian mountains, theft, blood-feuds
and disturbances began to disappear, and our peasants
began to live in a security they had never known before.
But with the appearance of the bands of the “Balli Kom-
bétar”, crime, theft and other disturbances began again;
and it could not have been otherwise, for they had come
out to bring the chaos and anarchy, which are great
enemies of the national liberation movement. This is the
truth, not the opposite that the reactionaries would have
us believe.

We must take a clear-cut stand towards Zog and the
Zogites. They have begun to move, some individually,
others in a more or less organized form; some want to
come into the National Liberation Front, while others,
such as Bazi i Canés, have been members of the Front for
a long time and have taken a \vacillating stand. It is
rumoured that some sort of a Zogite party has been found-
ed with Bazii and of course, all the other bankrupt
elements, bayraktars and parasites of the Zog regime, and
the reactionaries who are abandoning the sinking ship of
the "Balli Kombétar”. It is said that this party will seek
to enter the National Liberation Front. We categorically
and clearly declare to all the Zogites, whether organized
or not, and to Zog himself, that before they can enter the
national liberation movement, they must totally accept the
line of the National Liberation General Council, they must
renounce all their lost privileges and thoroughly realize
that the past has gone forever, they must not raise the
question of the regime, but fight for a free, democratic
and popular Albania in which the people themselves will
choose the regime they want. They must renounce all their
pretensions and desist from their intrigues as well. They
must come out openly in the fight against all reactionaries
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and enemies of the liberation war being waged by the
Albanian people. This is our answer to the Zogites. But
we cannot waste time holding discussions with them; it
is clear that they are preparing to start their struggle; the
reactionaries, exposed in the "Balli Kombétar”, are trying
to find other banners under which to fight the national
liberation movement, either from within or from outside
it. For this reason let us begin to expose them and
struggle against them, revealing them to the people in
their true light, for they have never done anything to
oppose the occupiers, but on the contrary, openly or in-
directly, they have collaborated with them, and now they
want to take advantage of our struggle to re-establish
their regime of slavery! We must not hesitate to use
armed force against those who try to hinder our war (as,
for example, in Dibra, where our forces have dealt a
teling blow to the Zogites). Wide-scale agitation against
the Zogites should be carried on among the people, but

until  a further directive is issued, Bazi i Canés’ name
should not be mentioned in our leaflets and communi-
ques . . .12, But this should not prevent you from exposing

the newspaper “Atdheu”, and the manoeuvres of Zogism
and the Zogites in your areas; neither should it prevent
you from preparing the ground for a large-scale campaign
and an open struggle against Zog, from speaking out
against Musa Jukai®* and his likes or from encouraging
anti-Zogite feelings among the people.

Of course there will always be divergencies in the
ranks of reaction, but we must not rely too much on them,
for the fiercest opposition and hostility of the reactionaries

12 At that time the National Liberation General Council had
not yet expelled Abaz Kupi (Bazi i Canés) from its ranks, and
had invited him to a meeting to clarify his position.

13 Former minister of home affairs in Zog’s government. He
crushed in blood every progressive movement.
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are directed against us, and not against one another.
However, this does not mean that we must not take ad-
vantage of their divergencies.

It is through political struggle against the reaction,
through armed  struggle against the reactionary  armed
forces and, in the first place, against the occupiers, that
the people  will mobilize  increasingly  around us,  will
become more conscious of the significance of the National
Liberation War, and truly make it their own. For this
reason we must take the greatest care that we are not
alone in either the political struggle or the armed struggle
against reaction, but must take the people with us, other-
wise, the people will remain neutral and can easily be
influenced by the enemy. The German occupiers and their
stooges are trying to persuade our people that Albania is
not an occupied country, and to make them forget that
the German army is here. This is a danger to us because
it turns the people away from the war. Besides the armed
struggle against the Germans, we must also conduct a
wider and deeper struggle against the nazi demagogy. We
must  fight the Assembly, the committees, commissions,
councils, everything the Germans have set up. We must
expose and wage a determined struggle against such
traitors as  Mehdi Frashéri, Fuat  Dibra, Father  Anton
Harapi, Lef Nosil4 and others, and point out to the people
that these alleged nationalists are agents of the Gestapo,
and have not, as they claim, shouldered this task merely
because they were forced to do so by the Germans, or for
“the good of the country”. Using the traitors as their
mouthpieces, the Germans tell us that they leave us alone,
and so we should leave them alone. To accept this line of
action would be a compromise, a denial of the National
Liberation War, and would mean the destruction of our

14 Members of the “Supreme Regency Council”.
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movement and the strengthening of the position of reac-
tion. Therefore, we must keep the people in constant
struggle against the occupiers, and do everything possible
to kindle hatred of them.

On the question of the national liberation councils. —
Recently you were sent the resolution of the 2nd National
Liberation  Conference as well as the Constitution and
Rules of the national liberation councils. Whenever the
Central Committee has sent letters or directives, it has
laid particular emphasis on the importance of the national
liberation councils, their role in this war, and the way to
work in them. We advise you to study these resolutions,
regulations and circulars carefully, and apply them in
your areas so that sound concrete results are obtained, for
you must clearly understand that the national liberation
councils are not just formal organizations, but the founda-
tions of the democratic regime and the true organs of the
National Liberation War. In spite of the advice and in-
structions you have been given, the results hoped for have
not been obtained; in many places there are still no coun-
cils, while in others they exist only formally. It goes
without saying that wherever the councils are in this situa-
tion, the reaction moves in and makes its nest, while
wherever these councils have been set up on the basis of the
Constitution and Rules, !5 the entire population takes part
in them, participates in the war and gives it every
assistance.  For the national liberation councils to run
smoothly, comrades should be appointed to engage in this
work, and devote the greatest attention to it. Apart from
setting up these councils, the comrades should give them
vigour and life. They should give the councils the benefit

15 These had been drafted and approved at the 2nd National
Liberation Conference (September 4, 1943), and outlined the or-
ganizational forms and tasks of the new organs of the state power.
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of their experience and determination, and help and en-
courage all the nationalist elements to participate in the
activities of the councils, making these elements conscious
of the task with which the people have charged them.
The national liberation council should mobilize the entire
people, and become a strong organ with a healthy or-
ganizational apparatus. Councils should be set up in every
village, commune, subprefecture and region, and be closely
linked with the National Liberation General Council from
which  they will receive instructions and directives, and to
which  they should periodically send detailed reports on
their activites and on the political situation of their
regions. As has been emphasized in previous circulars, for
these councils to function properly, various sectors should
be formed within them, and these sectors, headed by a
competent  person, should organize the work embracing
the entire social and political life of the village or town.
First of all, the councils should collect aid for our army,
and launch winter supply campaigns for the severe winter
our fighters will have to face in the mountains. With cash
donations we must be careful to see that they dont go
into the wrong pocket: funds for the National Liberation
War are to go to the councils, which will hand them over
to the General Staff of the army, and only aid for the
Party is to go to the Party Fund. Particular attention must
be paid to this, because the accounts must be accurate.
The directives issued by the National Liberation General
Council should be studied in the councils by the party
comrades who will explain them so they can be implement-
ed, not by decree or force, but through conviction. The
publications sent by the National Liberation General
Council, such as leaflets or the newspaper “Bashkimi”1s,

16 Organ of the National Liberation General Council, which
began its publication in March 1943.
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should be circulated throughout the whole of Albania,
should be duplicated and studied thoroughly. To strength-
en the national liberation councils is to assist our war,
to speed up the liberation of our people and country.

On the question of the Albanian Anti-fascist Women's
Union. — With the authorization of the Central Committee
an initiative was taken, and a circulart? sent to all the
regional committees recommending that they begin work-
ing to set up the Albanian Anti-fascist Women’s Union.
This must be a real organization, and not just a beautiful
name to be mentioned at conferences. The role of women
in the war is enormous, and the present war, with all its
sacrifices, has brought this out. That is why you must
work with them as you work with any other organization.
You must build up this organization from the foundations
and consolidate it, activating councils of anti-fascist women
in city suburbs, towns, and Vvillages. The setting wup of
these councils should be carried out as soon as possible,
and not remain just a good intention. Our women com-
rades should devote most of their efforts to setting up and
strengthening a healthy organizational apparatus of the
anti-fascist women. The sooner these councils are set up,
the sooner the National Conference of the Albanian Anti-
fascist Women’s Union can be called. Therefore you
should see to it that regional councils are elected at
regional conferences, and that delegates are appointed to
the National Conference. With the approval of the 2nd
National Liberation Conference, the  Tirana Council of
Anti-fascist Women has undertaken to organize this con-
ference.

17 Circular of the CC of the CPA in connection with the
formation of the Albanian Anti-fascist Women’s Union, dated April
14, 1943 (See this vol. p. 121).
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On the question of the Albanian People’s Anti-fascist
Youth  Union. — A circular of the Central Committee
of the Youth1® to the regional youth committees clearly
explains what this organization is, why it was formed,
and how it functions. Study this circular well. The
greatest assistance must be given to help the regional
committees of the youth organize regional conferences of
the Anti-fascist Youth Union which will elect regional
committees and delegates to a National Conference. The
Anti-fascist Youth Union, within the limits of its possibili-
ties, will send its delegates to the regional conferences.
But do not wait; hold the conferences as soon as possible,
with one or more delegates of the local national liberation
council attending; if the delegate of the Anti-fascist Youth
comes, all the better, but if not, carry on the work.

See to it that the comrades of the youth organization
whom you send to wunits or brigades, are accompanied by
a note on their work and capabilities, and advise the com-
rades of the units of each group or zone to assign suitable
tasks to them so that the comrades capable of leading the
youth work are not loaded with tasks just as easily done
by an ordinary partisan.

All the party comrades are responsible for seeing that
the work with the vyouth goes smoothly; any lack of in-
terest on your part could alienate the vyouth from the
Party. But this interest should not be narrowly under-
stood; it does not mean perfunctory bureaucratic control;
it means you must study and make vyourself familiar with
the organizational line of the youth, with its problems and
needs in your region, helping and advising it, giving it
instructions, encouraging it to work and utilizing it in the

18 Circular of the CC of the Communist Youth of Albania
“On the Formation of the Albanian People’s Anti-fascist Youth
Union”, dated September 20, 1943.
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best possible way to strengthen our Party and the National
Liberation ~ War.  Unfortunately, it is evident that your
interest in the youth has been mostly formal. It is ab-
solutely essential that this situation be improved; the re-
ports you send us should speak concretely about the vyouth,
demonstrating your interest and competence.

On the National Liberation Army. — The main problem
of the National Liberation War is that of strengthening
our army. Alongside the problem of the organization of
the Party, the question of the army should concern all the
leading comrades and all party members. These two ques-
tions are closely connected, but here we will confine our-
selves to some observations on the military problem. The
battalions stationed in your region should always be on
the offensive against the foreign and local enemy, and at
the same time, you should raise the political level of our
soldiers to make them aware of the significance of the
war they are fighting. On the other hand, you should
mobilize the people, not with the aim of recruiting un-
suitable elements, who will desert at the first confronta-
tion with the enemy, but bringing into our army peasants
and workers who have the struggle for liberation close to
their hearts. We must choose capable, courageous, and
honest leaders for our army. It is impermissible for
elements who might discredit or hamper our war to hold
leading posts. You must recruit the soundest and bravest
elements from the battalions to form the brigades, upon
receiving order to do this from the General Staff of the
National Liberation Army. There is an element of
bureaucracy in  our army, which must be eliminated,
because it hinders the development of the war and gives
some partisan comrades a justification for their slothful-
ness. This, on the other hand, slows down the rhythm
of the war which should always maintain the character of
a mobile guerrila war. In some regions, our army has to
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some extent lost that hardness it should have in the war,
while in other places some wunits and battalions, instead of
always being where they can attack the enemy, try to bed
themselves down in winter quarters. In order to have a
strong army, it is essential for you to set up party or-
ganizations in the army, and for the party members to be
the leaders who give this army fire and Vvitality. Up to
now we have not seen these directives taken with the
necessary seriousness or carried out. You have worked
hard on military problems and have mobilized the masses,
but the effect of this will be lost if the indispensable party
leadership is lacking. It is not enough just to have party
cells in the battalions and units (as is the sad reality), but
these cells must really carry out their task. Often, the
party comrades in the army, instead of organizing various
conferences and courses, only deal with minor matters,
acting as couriers and buying goods for the units, jobs
which could just as easily be done by ordinary partisans.
This situation must be done away with. Dont let us hear
again the commissars and  vice-commissars  justify  their
inactivity by claiming that they could not call a party cell
meeting or hold a conference because they have been on
the march and other such excuses. Movement is the very
nature of our war, therefore party members cannot use
such excuses to justify failure to fulfil their tasks. Our
comrades must be advised to wuphold the name of the
Party and raise its prestige among the partisans, to be
severe  towards all party  members, especially towards
commissars and  vice-commissars, if they fail in their
duties. The «cells in battalions and bureaus of staffs must
be on the look-out so that any sign of weakness on the
part of a party member is not allowed to pass without
reprimand and  correction. Our comrades in the army
should set an example for the others. Proof that the
regional committees have neglected the organization of the
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Party in the army is that the number of party members in
this sector is not increasing; such a great source of party
members, such a source of determined and experienced
fighters as the sector of the army, has dried up. Brigades
are being formed with various elements from every part
of the country, but there is a shortage of party members,
because there are not enough in the army. To fill this gap
we are obliged to take cadres from the cities. We are
teling you this to show that very little work has been
done in the army, a sector from which the Party has the
greatest hopes of recruiting more members of peasant
origin. At this moment, mobilization is on the agenda and
must be done systematically. First, the regional committee
should study the question of which party members should
go into the army. In doing this you should keep in mind
that while you must keep some very sound and capable
cadres in the cities to do the work there in the event of a
reaction on the part of the enemy, you should not sacrifice
all of them. Some of these cadres should be sent to the
army, with particular tasks and instructions. At the same
time the importance of the mobilization and of how it
should be done must be explained to the cells; the leaders
of the vyouth organizations, the national liberation coun-
cils, and the education groups should be prepared for
large-scale  mobilization campaigns. The main point to be
raised at the broad meetings of the people of towns and
villages, and at the youth conferences is that of strength-
ening the army and the mobilization. At these conferences
and meetings, those who are ready to join the units,
and especially our party comrades and the youth organiza-
tion members, should get up at the end of the discussion
and say that they are going to join the army, inviting
others to go with them. Campaigns should be launched
to recruit for the brigades, particularly from among young
people of the towns. You must understand once and for
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all that without an organized army, and especially, with-
out strong brigades, we cannot wage a serious war against
the occupiers, cannot mobilize all the Albanian people,
cannot break reaction’s head. When the General Staff
asks for people for the various brigades that have been
formed, the comrades there, instead of sending the best
and most militant people, as the directives call for, send
those it suits them to send. This shows that the party
comrades do not appreciate, or underestimate the impor-
tance of the brigades, the genuine formations of our re-
gular army, which little by little will absorb all the sound
elements to eventually create our real army. In general
the comrades at the grass-roots look at this question nar-
rowly, not seeing beyond their own area. Fearing that
their own areas will be weakened, they do not appreciate
the great value of the brigades, which, if they are formed
with  elements one hundred percent determined, will be
able to work wonders and assist in every way in all the
various zones they pass through. That is why the best
comrades must be sent to the army and, especially, to the
brigades. In general, our army needs hand-picked com-
missars,  vice-commissars and comrades capable of raising
the level of the army, increasing the number of party cells
in its ranks and strengthening them, in order to prevent
a recurrence of the regrettable situation where the cells
in the army are cells in name only. Do not keep too many
comrades in the cities, but sent them to the army. In the
cities, with just a few resolute comrades, a youth organiza-
tion, an organization of anti-fascist women, and the
national  liberation  councils, things will undoubtedly go
well. In such a rallying point as the army it is a crime not
to have party members, not to have cells, not to have an
organization. It is necessary for the comrades responsible
for areas of work, such as the members of the regional
committees, the organizational or political secretaries, to
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promote young comrades as soon as possible as their re-
placements, because they themselves will soon be needed
in the army. We must take a decision on this point, and
not let things drag on. A circular’® of the Central Com-
mittee to all the political vice-commissars of the various
units of the National Liberation Army points out their
task and the <care that must be taken to organize the
Party in the army. In particular, it recommends that you
reead and study the Report on the National Liberation
Army20  which should be duplicated and put in the hands
of all party members. At other times it has been stressed
that party work in the army does not come under the
regional committees. With regard to the brigades, this
remains precisely true, but as far as the battalions and the
units of groups or zones are concerned, it should not be
understood too rigidly. The organization of the Party in
these wunits is responsible to the Central Committee, re-
ceiving directives from it and sending its reports through
the commissar of the General Staff, but it still maintains
contact with the regional committee of the zone and re-
ceives its assistance, because they have a lot of tasks in
common.

Internal questions of the Party. — Every letter to you
has stressed the importance of the organization of the
Party, but in the organizations we no longer see the enthu-
siasm and care previously shown on this very important
question. It has been pushed into second place, and this
is a great mistake, because we must be aware that without
a strong, very well organized party, with sound and
educated cadres who have emerged from the struggle, we

19 Instruction of the CC of the CPA, dated September 23, 1943,
to all political vice-commissars of units, battalions and brigades
of the ANLA concerning the strengthening of the party organiza-
tions in the army.

20 Report to the 1st National Conference of the CPA.
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cannot expect good results. Neither the army, nor the
youth  organization, nor the other anti-fascist organizations
can be wup to the mark if the Party is organizationally
weak. Everyone, from the Ileading comrades to the cell
members and the members of the groups of sympathizers,
should give themselves a good shake and look at the work
and the situation more concretely. Our Party has an enor-
mous responsibility, and in order to be able to shoulder it
and emerge Vvictorious, it must have a solid backbone, it
must be a strong and well organized Party, and have
comrades of a high political and military level, who at
such decisive moments and in such difficult situations are
capable of finding their bearings and coping with the
unexpected. This is why the leading comrades should con-
sistently help the other comrades of the cells, raise their
political and theoretical level, assign them tasks of respon-
sibility and demand results. As well as developing and
extending the work in hand, you should find new methods
of work, because this is the only way you can cope with
the essential tasks you are faced with. It is no longer a
question of minor work such as when the regional com-
mittee meetings discussed half a dozen reports received
from party cells. Now broad horizons of work are opening
before you. For this reason you must divide it, forming a
network of comrades, sympathizers and friends around
each responsible comrade so that, together, you can do
the work you have been assigned by the regional committee
meeting. Different sections should be set up for the press
and propaganda, finance, the army, etc.

The greatest importance must be attached to the press
and propaganda.  Communiques, leaflets, and  newspaper
should be printed very carefully and distributed every-
where among the people. The propaganda section should
always be on its toes, exposing every enemy manoeuvre
and explaining the situation to the comrades and the
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public. These materials must be attentively studied in the
cells and groups, for it is there that the comrades will
learn the political stand of our struggle and our Party.
Pamphlets and books should be duplicated, especially the
“History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (B)".
Not only must this book be put into the hands of all party
members, but conferences and courses on it should be or-
ganized as well. Such work will raise the political level
of our comrades and arm them with the most powerful
weapon: Marxist theory.

Nothing has been heard about the situation of the
party finances. It seems that they have been mixed up
with the national liberation fund. This is a mistake, and
it should be corrected as soon as possible. Party dues and
contributions  collected for the Party must go into the
party treasury. It doesnt matter if they are spent on the
needs of the army, but it is essential that the Party’s finan-
cial contribution to the war be made known. Campaigns
to collect money for the Communist Party have been com-
pletely neglected. Such campaigns should be undertaken,
for they are a means of propaganda as well.

The work with the nationalists, which is particularly
delicate, should be entrusted to good comrades who know
how to present the line of the National Liberation War,
how to tackle difficult situations and how to inject life
into the national liberation councils. The organizations of
the Youth and of the Anti-fascist Women must be given
serious assistance and in no way be underestimated,
because when we have a strong national liberation council,
youth council, and women’s council in a suburb, then we
have mobilized the whole suburb and launched it into the
struggle. And it is there that the soundness of the Party
in the organizational field will be felt.

Work with the British missions. — In many regions
there are British missions which try to poke their noses
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into our political affairs, and particularly into our inter-
nal organizational and military affairs. They are trying
to unite with the reactionaries, to organize them in order
to use them in the event of a landing here. The British
officers carry out this activity sometimes openly and some-
times secretly. They need a strong movement which has
credibility among the people, and therefore they are trying
to raise the prestige of the "Balli Kombétar”, to involve it
in the war against the Germans so as to have it as a sup-
port in the future. But we must not forget that their
primary interest should be the war against the Germans,
a war which, here in Albania, is being fought by the na-
tional liberation movement alone, and therefore, they are
obliged to help our movement. We must behave correctly
towards them, at the same time taking a clear-cut stand.
They must not be permitted to interfere in our internal
affairs, and must in no way be accepted as arbitrators
between us and the reaction. If our struggle against the
reaction is to their liking, so much the better, otherwise
nobody is forcing them to stay. If you find out that the
British officers are up to trickery, if you have facts or
documents concerning this, you must inform the General
Staff immediately, and if it is a serious matter which
cannot wait, escort them to the Command of the British
missions in Albania (via our General Staff); by no means
should they be allowed to meddle in our affairs, in our
army.

The letters or reports to the General Staff, the General
Council, the Anti-fascist Women and the Anti-fascist
Youth should relate only to the competence of each, and
you should avoid, for example, writing to the General
Staff about party problems, or addressing the same letter
to the General Staff and the Central Committee of the
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Party, as often happens. Letters should be clearly address-
ed.

Once again we recommend that you take the greatest
care that the circulars and letters of the Central Committee
do not fall into the hands of the enemy; neither should
the enemy find out their contents. The circulars and let-
ters should enable you to define the line and tactics to
follow in your work within the organization, among the
people and against the enemy. This does not mean that,
if speaking to the people, you should repeat the circulars
word for word. We again stress that all the members of
the regional committee should read the circulars and let-
ters of the Central Committee carefuly and, if possible,
meetings of the activists of the region or at least of the
town or district should be held from time to time to study
the materials. Whatever happens, the word of the Central
Committee should be conveyed to all the cells, and its
directives studied.

Comradely greetings
For the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Albania

Shpati

First  published in  “Principal Works, vol. 2.
Documents of the PLA", vol. 1,
Tirana 1960



LETTER TO THE BERAT REGIONAL COMMITTEE OF
THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF ALBANIA CONDEMNING
THF WEAK CONTACTS WITH THE CENTRAL
COMMITTEE AND THE COMPROMISE WITH THE
GERMANS IN BERAT

November 5, 1943

Dear comrades,

We received vyour wundated report together with your
excuses for the lateness of the reports. Communists never
look for excuses, but carry out the tasks entrusted to them
with  precision. We have never seen reports from the
Berat comrades properly compiled or on time. Following
two or three months’ silence you send us a report, full of
apologies for its delay. Such methods of work must be
ended once and for all, or measures, and very severe ones
at that, will be taken against you. Your style of work and
of maintaining contact with the Central Committee will be
held up to all organizations as a negative example, to pre-
vent its repetition.

The compromise with the Germanst is one of the
worst deeds a party regional committee could ever have

1 During the period September-October 1943 Gjin Marku, the
partisan commander of the Berat region, without the knowledge
of the General Staff and in opposition to the party line, gave
free access to the German forces to Berat which had been pre-
viously liberated by the forces of the National Liberation Army.
This act was severely condemned by the Party, and Gjin Marku
expelled from the CC of the CPA.
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perpetrated. We could have expected almost anything,
but such a thing we never expected from you. This is
what  results from  break-downs in  communications  with
the Central Committee. Your compromise with the Ger-
mans will be one of the topics for discussion at the next
meeting of the Central Committee, at which decisions will
be taken on this question.

Concerning the question of Fier, this is connected with
that of Vlora, and is not as complicated as you make out.
In case you have any surplus propaganda material, which
we doubt, this should not prevent you from sending it to
them.

The circular we are sending you should be studied
with the greatest attention in the regional committee, and
all its members should take part, including Gjin Marku,
who should be summoned precisely for this purpose.

Comradely greetings
For the Central Committee

Enver Hoxha

Works, vol. 2.



LETTER TO THE POLITICAL COMMISSAR OF THE
BERZESHTA BATTALION ON PROVISION OF FOOD
AND RAISING THE MILITANT SPIRIT
OF THE BATTALION

November 8, 1943

TO COMRADE HILMI SELENICA
POLITICAL COMMISSAR OF THE PARTISAN BATTALION

Bérzeshta

Dear comrade,

The General Staff has let us know about all your bat-
talion’s requests. In this letter we wish to explain some
questions concerning the battalion to you, and these ex-
planations you must convey only to the party comrades.
First of all there is the question of provisions. The party
comrades in particular must be quite clear that ours is a
mobile partisan war, and at the same time they must bear
in mind that this war is being waged by the Albanian
people, and mainly by the poor. Our movement has no
other source of supply for the battalions and units, except
aid from the people. In your letter to the command, you
even ask for plates and ladles. We do not consider your
requests either excessive or exaggerated, but one thing
you should know is that the General Staff is not in a posi-
tion to supply you even with knives. You should try to
find such things among the people, and if you cannot find
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them, then try to do without them. The tone of vyour
letter indicates that vyour battalion envisages the need to
prepare winter quarters — that is, to lay in stores, because
the snow is coming and the roads will be blocked. True,
it snows. The Staff will see about the wheat and bread
for the battalion, but only for the most critical moments
in winter. You should not think even for a moment that
you have only to notify the Staff, and everything will be
handed to you on a plate. Comrades, you should realize
that we are poor, and that our chief weapon in this war
is our strong, steel-like will. You should bear in mind
that the winter will be severe for us who are fighting in
the mountains, but this should not frighten us in the least,
for we have experienced other such winters before; you
should be the inspiration of the detachment, the inspira-
tion of all the partisans and should, without fail, prepare
the partisans to overcome every obstacle. They should
know and understand that the war is not waged without
sacrifice, that sometimes we may have to go without food
for a day or two, and that we will be cold in the moun-
tains. The true fighters, those fighting for our sacred
ideal, will stand out in these difficult moments. We can-
not achieve our aim at one blow. This is why you, party
comrades, and especially you personally as political com-
missar of the battalion, as well as the vice-commissar,
should always be alert to convince the fighters of the
situation, and prevent the development in your detachment
of an atmosphere of waiting for the things which have
been ordered, as though it is not possible to wage the war
or get through the winter without them. The General
Staff will certainly answer your letters, but in your bat-
talion you must teach the partisans and the commander
to be guided in this spirit and to think in this way.

The next matter and the more important one is the
work you have to do in the battalion. This is of extraor-
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dinary importance, for on it depends the strength of the
battalion, its progress, determination and steeling.

If you party members do not work properly within it,
the battalion will be only a battalion on paper; if you do
not raise the political and military level of the partisans
you lead, the battalion will not be able to fulfii the mission
the people have entrusted it with. The blame will fall on
you alone, you will be responsible. This is no easy job, it
is true, but for us communists there are no obstacles,
because with our steel-like determination we must over-
come them all. You are young, but you have great will-
power and courage; in war, in battle you will accumulate
the experience of the true communist fighter, for that is
our great school. All of vyou, especially you personally and
the vice-commissar, must always be ready to lead the bat-
talion, and counsel the partisans. Once or twice a week
you should gather the battalion or the inhabitants of the
vilage or region where you are stationed, to hold a con-
ference in  which you explain everything in clear terms,
whether it be political or military matters, or some local
problem. Divide the work among the other party com-
rades, and have all the comrades report to the cell on the
results. Anyone who does not do his duty as a genuine
soldier of the Party, betrays the Communist Party and
our people. The party comrades must be in the forefront
of the struggle and of sacrifice; it is absolutely impermis-
sible for the commissars and vice-commissars to behave
like bosses and high-ranking functionaries.  Although the
Party has charged them with a truly heavy burden of
great importance, their behaviour and attitude must be
modest, for the prestige of their office rests on their mo-
desty and on their rigorous performance of their duties.

You should bear in mind that vyour battalion must
earn the title of Partisan Battalion. It must have the
spirit of attack, must always be on the alert against the
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enemy and the traitors, and be a real organizer of all the
councils of that region. Avoid passivity and tendencies to
remain at the base. Such tactics deaden the spirit of the
battalion. Such a battalion becomes stiff in the joints, and
does not deserve the title of Partisan Battalion. Avoid
bureaucracy in your ranks. If you manage to fulfii these
tasks and all the other tasks as specified in the booklet
“The National Liberation Army”, which you must surely
have received and studied, then you will soon see the
fruit of your efforts. You will have a battalion which will
be the terror of the enemy and the traitors, and you will
have fulfiled the difficult tasks entrusted to you by our
beloved Party, for which all of you are ready to shed the

last drop of your

blood.

Best regards
For the Central Committee of the Party

Enver Hoxha

Works, vol. 2.



LETTER TO COMRADE NAKO SPIRU ON THE
SITUATION CREATED BY THE ENEMY’'S WINTER
OPERATION AND THE NECESSITY OF
STRENGTHENING THE PROPAGANDA
AND THE PRESS OF THE
PARTY

[February 1944]

Dear Detit,

The days pass with the greatest boredom because,
while it is impossible to do anything to get out of here or
to help the movement, we must go on with this monoto-
nous life waiting to find a way out, but so far in vain. News
reaching us from the peasants tell of nothing but skir-
mishes, retreats, and the organizing of the reaction. We
do not take this news as “argent comptant”™*, but all the
same the situation seems very difficult.

We received your letter as well as the two copies of
letters you have sent.

Your few lines have enabled us to understand the
situation created there and the difficulties of the work, and
going on with the little information we have, and in par-
ticular from reading the newspaper “Bashkimi i Kombit”

1 Pseudonym of Nako Spiru, Member of the Political Bureau
of the CC of the CPA and Political Secretary of the CC of the
Communist Youth of Albania.

*“Argent comptant” (Fr. in the original) — for granted.
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("National  Union”)2, which Sami brings us, a major and
well coordinated effort is needed to oppose the demagogi-
cal campaign launched by the enemy, a campaign of
demagogy which is far-reaching, sophisticated and many-
sided. This work of the enemy cannot be exposed by just
one or two people. What is needed is a group of mature
comrades, with brains in their heads, and who, under your
direction, should write down-to-earth, well-constructed
articles, and not turn out fancy pieces of literature. The
enemy’s own propaganda should supply even sterile
minds, which are not really down to earth, with enough
material to expose the enemy’s game. It seems to me from
reading some leaflets distributed in Tirana, which Hysen
has sent us, that there must be some comrades who are
up to the task (I exclude here the leaflet distributed by
the Tirana regional committee at New Year, and a call by
the Anti-fascist Women, which I did not like at all). So
you should give the weapon of propaganda a special boost;
I dont mean that you should write all the material your-
self. I am not even suggesting this, for, in the first place,
it is too much for you to cope with, and secondly, others
should learn to do it. One thing I have noticed with the
Tirana comrades is that, although they have the will and
the necessary technical equipment to put out papers like
“Zéri” and “Bashkimi”, they want to put out either a
four-page edition or nothing at all. They forget that we
are working underground and that it is a great triumph
if “Z&ri i Popullit” appears, even if it is only half a page.
After reading some of the leaflets they have been able to
put out, I think they could publish two-page newspapers
too. This should be done without loss of time. Many good

2 Reactionary paper (December 1943-October 1944), mouthpiece
of the quisling government and the German occupiers.
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articles, which have appeared in leaflets, could very well
have been published in newspapers.

The propaganda we put out for the youth seems
rather worthless to me. The last issue of “Kushtrimi”3
which I read, saddened me. In my opinion there was
nothing in it at all, and what there was, was badly writ-
ten, repetitious, full of “lieux communs”™, and lacking en-
thusiasm. All this must change. The enemy uses every
means to attract our youth. We who have so many ex-
ploits to our credit but do not know how to make use of
them, should bring them into prominence. We have to
arouse the interest of the vyouth, or we shall lose them.
It is not enough to proclaim that we have the youth on
our side, but we must really have them. The “Kushtrimi”
leaflets and the leaflet entitled “Pérgjigiemi” (“We Reply”)
pleased us very much, but one comment you should pass
on to the comrades of the press, is that our war has more
than just four martyrs: Qemal, Vojo, Perlat, and Mar-
garita Tutulani. These are the only names one sees in all
our leaflets. They are symbols, it is true, but we have
others, hundreds of others, who have acted and died
heroically. It is an error on our part to name so few,
firsty because we give the people the impression that our
movement has few heroes, and secondly because we should
guard against parochialism. The leaflets mention only the
fighters of the towns, and not those of the mountains. Our
struggle is broad, we have many heroes, and our people
should be acquainted with them, know about them, and
appreciate our contribution to the war. We should remind
our comrades of many things which, although they may

3 “Kushtrimi i Lirise” (“Call of Freedom”) — organ of the
Albanian Anti-fascist People’s Youth (August 1942 — December
1944).

* Lieux communs” (Fr. in the original) — platitudes.
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seem small, are important. Above all, as you know, we
must set the tone for all the other regions ; our propaganda
and the Tirana leaflets must reach other cities too. But
for this to happen, we have to establish contacts. I will
not dwell on this, since I know the essential point which
must be worrying you is to establish connections with the
South: Vlora, Gjirokastra, Berat, and through you, with
the Korga comrades and with us.

You should teach the comrades there to work, as well
as to combat the police and to protect the cadres.

We must not hit out blindly at the huge and organized
reaction. You must be able to show the comrades how to
work persistently and methodically (although perhaps
more  “ralenti”*), without throwing them into the thick
of things at a time when the situation is so grave. Bear in
mind that the work must be done and, at the same time,
the cadres protected, for we shall need them in the future.
We cannot find and produce cadres like Deti, Hysen, Dyl4,
and others any time we like. They must know how to work
(I am making these comments, because we have been told
that they are hauling in our comrades from the streets
like fish).

Concerning the comrades and partisans working
underground, it is necessary to find a way to get them out
of the cities, where their lives are in danger. Study all the
possibilities. There is nothing much I can tell you, for I
do not know, but I suggest only that, when danger is im-
minent, you should not keep to the established patterns,
or expect every partisan to get to his own detachment.
Send them to Peza. This will be aid and encouragement to
Myslim; or sent them to Korca with forged papers (if it
is possible).

* “Ralenti” (Fr. in the original) = slowly.
4 Abdyl Kéllezi.
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As for Myslim, do everything possible to assist him.
According to what you write, they are fighting every day
over there, and it is essential that Myslim and his comrades
see that we are with them at every moment. In my opinion,
Myslim should be assisted before some of the brigades.

I dont know what the 3rd Brigade is up to concerning
Bazi i Canés at Mat.

I have the impression (I cannot say for certain, since
I dont know really) that the comrades are keeping quiet
about Bazi. Hysen tells us in his letter that he has issued
a leaflet in reply to our resolution, but we dont know the
content. One thing I have noticed, just from those of our
leaflets I have read, is that Bazi i Canés is not being men-
tioned at all. This is a mistake. We should not allow Bazi
i Canés to lie quiet as before, claiming to be a “fighter
against all occupiers”, while maintaining close links with
the traitors. The resolution should be followed by other
leaflets and articles against Bazi's equivocal stand. We
should hunt him out of his hiding place, and let the peo-
ple see his dirty face. He is our enemy, and we should
attack him. By doing this we shall make him even more
of an enemy, but we should not forget that, as far as I
know, judging from the reports we have, he is the npillar of
the reaction in the North; all the filth will gravitate around
him.

We should not allow Bazi to pass himself off to the
people as a patriot, for he is nothing but a traitor. (I have
been preparing an article on Bazi, but in order for me to
do this you must send me information about him, and his
work and propaganda during the period we have been cut
off from the rest of the world. I am waiting for this.)

5 This refers to the resolution of the Presidium of the Na-
tional Liberation General Council, dated December 7, 1943, “On
the Expulsion of Abaz Kupi from the General Council”.
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Oppose the tendency of the comrades in their propa-
ganda in writing or by word of mouth to attack the reac-
tion only, and to forget about the occupiers. We must
link the two closely, putting the Germans first. Every
action against the Germans, even small ones, should be
made known. On this point, the connections with the
regions are important. ..

Instead of assembling the scattered comrades and re-
forming the battalion into one or two wunits, Lila® and “our
friends” have proceeded to liquidate everything, although
the  situation was improving and becoming  somewhat
clearer. Instead of assembling and organizing what par-
tisans they had, they sent them away to the 3rd Brigade,
with instructions for everyone to go to the assembly point
and then make a triumphal entry to GCermenika. And what
is even lovelier is that they are liquidating the army and
the partisan units, after all our criticisms of the brigades
concerning such grave mistakes, which are little short of
betrayal. What can be done with them, Deti? The fish
is rotten in the head, and needs a new one. I hit them
hard. I spoke to them frankly and sternly, confronting
them with their responsibilities. Not one of them had a
word to say, or made the slightest self-criticism. This is
the way things are.

The Ballists hold meetings every week. Lushi? himself
comes and goes as if quite at home. The Ballists move
around freely as if on their own estates, and we are at the
mercy of the friend whom you know. Thus, I have assigned
the comrades here in pairs, to different areas in Cerme-

6 Kadri Hoxha, former commander of the Partisan Group
Staff of Elbasan. During the war he often was criticized by the
leadership of the CC of the CPA for negligence and marked
indifference. After the war, he was engaged in anti-party and
anti-state activity.

7 Commander of a Ballist armed band in the Elbasan region.
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nika. Time, work and people are needed here to bring
things back to normal. What more can I say?

I have received a letter from D., asking for informa-
tion on Haxhi and wanting to return, for his comrades
have been scattered, and he has no idea where they are;
the reaction is in full flood, he says. (60 Germans in Dibra
and only 15 in Peshkopia. Fancy the panic of these com-
rades!)

Do you ever spare a thought for us poor fellows® here,
surrounded and bored to death? Have you thought of
any way to get us out? By car, to Dumre, Peza, or some-
where else? Write all round, but without saying who it
is we want to get out. Leave the comrades to guess it is
us (for the letters could fall into the hands of the enemy).

We are thinking of using the same routes as A and T.
This is a plan which tempts us. If you can do it quickly,
send a letter to T. and tell him about our plan. He should
send back details about the situation in that district, and
if possible, he should dispatch a wunit from Grabova further
inland to wait for us. If they can do this, they must do
it quickly. That is, within four days you must have their
answer, and towards the end of the week, that is by the
12th, we should have word from you. In any case, do as
I have said and tell them that we can leave, therefore
they must send the wunit. Naturally we are not setting out
blindly, ~but nevertheless there is nothing certain about
it. We shall need a certain amount of Iluck.

8 At that time, part of the leadership of the Central Com-
mittee of the CPA and of the General Staff of the NLA with
comrade Enver Hoxha were blocked in a mountain zone of Central
Albania. The nazis, Ballists, and Zogites left no stone unturned
to discover and annihilate the leadership of the National Libera-
tion War. In the end, affronting heroically and with sangfroid the
extreme difficulties, the leaders of the Party and people, with
the aid of the peasants, found their way out of the encirclement.
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As for the question of the course?, these are routine
plans. I hope something wuseful can be done. Concerning
the meetingl® you speak of, it is absolutely necessary, but
the question is whether it is possible.

Send us news and dont sit idly by, Deti. Think of
what you have gone through and what we are going
through now.

Our greetings to the comrades, especially to Hysen,
to the Delegatel? and vyourself. Greetings from all the
comrades here.

Taras

The Major wants you to send him a letter from his
little ones. In short, he wants an answer from his children.

(To help you understand our plan of escape: we shall
pass through the region with the same name I often use
as a signaturel2, You are intelligent, and can work it out.
So the wunit from Korga will be a great help to wus, if it
succeeds in penetrating fairly deeply into this region.)

Works, vol. 2.

9 In March 1944 the CC of the CPA organized a course with
the political leaders of brigades and members of the regional
committees.

10 Comrade Nako Spiru proposed holding a meeting of the CC
of the CPA. Under the circumstances, the meeting was impossible.
The Plenum of the Central Committee was convened on May 15,
1944.

11 Pseudonym of comrade Nexhmije Xhuglini (Hoxha).

12 Comrade Enver Hoxha often used as a signature “Shpati” —
the name of an area in the Elbasan region.



LETTER TO COMRADE NAKO SPIRU ON
THE ESCAPE OF THE GENERAL STAFF OF
THE ALBANIAN NATIONAL LIBERATION ARMY
FROM THE ENCIRCLEMENT AND ON THE
COUNTER-OFFENSIVE OF THE ANLA

[March 1944]

Dear comrade Deti,

After many hardships we arrived in Korcga and made
contact with the comrades. We came via Shpati following
a tedious 20-day journey during which we went from friend
to friend through the whole Shpati-Vérca zone. When we
left, the situation in Cermenika was unchanged, with much
reaction, the same as in Shpati and Vérga; although there
were several Ballist units, the people hated the “Balli”
and were very sympathetic towards us. Wherever we
went, to friends and comrades, we could not have been
more warmly welcomed. When we were in Kishta, the
mere appearance of one of our Korga battalions, command-
ed by Riza Kodheli, in Shenepremte, was enough to make
all the Ballist forces assembled in Vérca take to their heels,
without our men having to fire a single shot. The Ballists,
from Riza Kishta to Maligq Dushari and Musa Bey Mo-
glica, were so frightened that they did not stop running
until they reached Elbasan. The mere arrival of this bat-
talion was enough to clear the zone of Ballists. We saw this
with our own eyes, as well as their disorderly retreat. Here,
the situation is not as difficult as over there. The 1st Bri-
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gade, which has fought well wherever it has been, was
urgently summoned by the Berat comrades, and Mehmet
Shehu, with three battalions, was sent to Cermenika to
rescue us. Mehmet crossed the Shkumbini and is now in
Cermenika, but we had already left Shpati. The rest of
the brigade is operating in Mokra, and we have just re-
ceived news that they have been successful in an encounter
with the German and Ballist forces. Here is what they
have written to us; you should publish it in a communique:
“"Having cleared out the Tomorrica zone and routed the
Xhaf Bali forces, we crossed over to Mokra. At Shkoza
and Kémbétheker, part of a company from the 4th Batta-
lion of the 1st Brigade clashed with a number of Ballists
and routed them. The Ballists went to Sovjan and, sup-
ported by German reinforcements, launched a  surprise
attack on our comrades. Other forces of the 4th Battalion
immediately went to the assistance of their comrades and
routed the enemy again. Two of our men were killed in
the encounter, and one on the Ballist side. On March 4, a
large German force advanced towards Mokra, from Qukés
and Pogradec. After brief fighting, our forces withdrew
towards Mokra. During this clash two Germans and one
Ballist were killed, and on our side two comrades were
slightty wounded. On the morning of the 7th, our forces
completed the encirclement of the Ballists. They were
completely encircled, and following a two-hour battle 400
Ballists were taken prisoner while more than 70 were Kkilled
in the fighting. A large quantity of arms and ammunition
was captured. Their commanders were also captured, and
after trial were executed in front of the Ballists and the
inhabitants of  Mokra. The commanders captured, tried,
and executed were: Haki Blloshmi, Xhevdet Blloshmi,
Bame Trebinja, Sadik Bey Trebinja, Xheladin Ago Selca,
Adem Ago \Velgani, Adem Kapri, and the son of Hasan
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Bey Vegani.” As you see, the 1st Brigade is fighting bril-
liantly and the partisans have a great spirit of sacrifice
and courage.

The 4th Brigade is operating in Gora, Opar, and on
the plain. It has carried out mopping-up operations with-
out meeting any resistance. During a battle at Lozhan,
nearly 400 Ballists were routed, and about ten Kkilled.

We have not vyet become familiar with the situation
and the work; there are many things we do not know,
since we arrived here only two days ago. We have read
only two letters of yours but, on receipt of this letter, you
should send wus a wide-ranging report giving us details
on all the activity there. You should report on the entire
activity of the comrades, especialy of the leading com-
rades, and on their attitude. You should report on the
question of the youth, and send us every report that comes
from the grass-roots level for the Central Committee. The
comrades complain that you have not maintained regular
contact with them. I know nothing of this, but things
must be put right, and regular contacts must be establish-
ed with Korga at any cost. Find out as soon as possible
from Shule about the radio transmitter they have there.
Get it, and try to repair it, so that we can contact you by
radio. It will be a great thing if we can do this, so don't
overlook it.

What is Sejfulla up to therel? Sejfulla has never said
a word to me about the question of the “Republican Demo-

1 Sejfulla Maléshova, member of the Presidium of the Na-
tional Liberation General Council and deputy member of the
CC of the CPA. During the war, he was often criticized for slug-
gishness and procrastination of work. Through the interference
of the Yugoslav leadership in November 1944 he was co-opted as
member of the CC and of the Political Bureau of the CPA. After
the war he was engaged in anti-party activity.
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cratic Party”2, about which you wrote to me when I was
in Cermenika, and I am not in favour of exerting our
efforts to set it up to alienate elements from the Front on
the pretext of drawing them «closer to us. I dont know
how far you have gone in this matter, but I shall speak
with the comrades about it, and we shall write to you.
But do not do anything before hearing from us here. Dr.
Nishani and B. are needed here, so study the possibility of
sending them via Peza and ask us for what help you need,
for we can send the necessary forces to pick them up at
whatever place you consider most suitable.

As for the comrades coming from Italy and elsewhere,
from abroad in general, let us know their names and any
other information you may have about them. They are
not to be admitted to the Party without our consent. No
one who says he has been member of a cell in Italy or in
the Italian Party can join our Party without an order from
the CC.

Be especially careful about the question of the party
organization. The comrades should keep their eyes open
for enemies of the Party, and for the factionalists, who are
no doubt working under the lap. Be careful of them, pay
attention to their old contacts, great attention, or one fine
day a brick may fall on our heads. After a few day’s rest
I shall write to you at length and in detail, because there
are several things which I have Ilearned about this ques-
tion which I am so concerned about.

2 At the beginning of 1944 there was a proposal to form a
“Republican Democratic Party” with elements from the National
Liberation Front, allegedly with the aim of drawing into the
Front the "“Balli Kombétar” elements who were opposed to their
chiefs. The setting up of such a party was regarded as something
quite artificial and detrimental to the liberation war, and there-
fore, the CC of the CPA rejected this proposal.
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Send us the newspapers and details of the work of the
councillors. We will send you articles, but you must esta-
blish communications urgently. Pass this letter on to the
Delegate.

Best regards to all the comrades; I miss you a lot, my
old comrade in bad times. How is your illness? Our let-
ter to Dibra and Sllova should be sent at all costs and with
the greatest urgency via Peshkopia. It should not be de-
layed a single day either in Tirana or Peshkopia. This is
urgent, very urgent.

Have you heard anything of Vasil3?

Taras

Works, vol. 2.

3 Vasil Shanto, deputy member of the CC of the CPA, killed
in February 1944 in a clash with the enemy, People’s Hero.



LETTER TO COMRADE MEHMET SHEHU ON SAFE-
GUARDING THE LEADING POLITICAL
AND MILITARY CADRES

April 14, 1944

TO COMRADE MEHMET SHEHU, COMMANDER
OF THE 1st SHOCK BRIGADE

Dear comrade,

During the war a great number of comrades in lead-
ing political and military posts have been kiled in en-
counters with the occupiers and the traitors. With the
extension of the scope of our work and of the war, and
taking into account how vyoung our Party is, as well as
the relatively low political and military level of the cadres,
these losses have had a considerable effect on us. At most
times, and in the different areas, the shortage of leading
cadres has weakened the work and restricced the scope of
the war. The leading political and military comrades have
always set an example of determination for the cause
of the Party, and have courageously been in the front lines
of the war and in the most dangerous places. This has
heartened the comrades and the army, and has enhanced
the prestige of our Party; but the comrades have given
little thought to safeguarding the best «cadres, those who
will train other comrades, and direct the work and the war.
At the initial stage of the organization of the work and of
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the army, this painful sacrifice of military and political
leaders of our Party had to be made. This is still the case,
now and in the future, but the leading comrades must
understand their role and duties as leaders. They must
remember that, while being courageous and resolute in the
work and the fighting, from now on they should also see
to it that they expose themselves somewhat less than they
have done, and thus avoid the damage their loss causes the
Party. The role of leaders is not just to fight but also to
command. It is easy enough for a determined leading
comrade to go to the front lines, to fight and fall coura-
geously, but it is difficult to replace him.

In connection with this, you in particular should show
the greatest prudence. You should always think in terms of
the words of our great comrade Stalin: ™. . . to give one’s
life for the Party and to offer one’s blood drop by drop”.
You should not consider things narrowly, confined to the
region where you have been assigned to work, or endanger
your life at any moment, like an ordinary partisan. You
are not permitted, except at extremely critical moments,
when there is great danger and when sacrifice fs absolute-
ly necessary, to expose yourself to danger; you are no
longer permitted to take part in an assault at the head of
the partisans and to set the example for them, where your
presence is not indispensable. Only when your brigade is
in great danger, should vyou intervene personally; you are
not permitted to expose vyourself to danger in matters
which can just as easily be solved by another comrade.
This s an order which must be carried out to the Iletter.
Any other course of action will be an act of disobedience
to the Party and the Central Committee.

We trust that you understand the importance of this
moment, the motives which impel us to write this to you,
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and that, as a leading comrade, you will understand
importance of this question.

Comradely greetings
For the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Albania

Enver Hoxha

the

Works, vol. 2.



LETTER TO THE POLITICAL SECTION OF
THE 1ST SHOCK BRIGADE ON THE EDUCATION
AND IDEOLOGICAL AND POLITICAL TRAINING

OF THE COMMUNISTS AND PARTISANS

April 22, 1944

TO THE POLITICAL SECTION OF THE 1st SHOCK BRIGADE
(To Comrade Figreth

Following your work, help, and guidance there has
been an obvious improvement in the situation in the bri-
gade from every point of view, especially as regards raising
the level of the cadres.

You stressed in your report that the partisans have
great confidence in the staff of the brigade; this is very
good and positive, but we should concentrate especially on
arousing in the partisans and party members faith in and
a great love for the Party and the Central Committee,
which is its wise and correct leader. Morale, enthusiasm,
and determination are at a high level in your brigade, but
we must not forget that its cadres are at a very low level,
and there is a shortage of political leaders. At present our
army is growing; the brigades are increasing; and we are
in great need of both political and military cadres. Up
untii now we have not asked for them, since we have been
aware of the cadre situation, but from now on we expect
that brigade to supply us with the best cadres, especially

1 Figret Sanxhaktari (Shehu).
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for the staffs of the battalions. You are well aware of the
great importance of raising the level of the cadres, and we
do not need to stress this. The strengthening of the organi-
zation in the brigade depends on your work, so that the
best members of our Party emerge from the ranks of the
partisans tested through suffering, hardships, hunger, and
combat.

On the question of the course, you have done well
with the opportunity presented by the assembling of the
brigade. You have not done so well in the way you allotted
the topics, because all the comrades attending the course
should have presented topics, and not just Figret and
Sadik. It would have been good for Dhori, and especially
Atlet, to present something on the youth or some other
topic. You write about reassembling the brigade, but this
cannot be done, since at least ten days would be lost in
doing so. You should meet again only when military duties
require it.

Your report shows that the number of party members
has increased; this is a success, but you should be careful
to recruit them according to sound criteria, without going
to either extreme. When various topics are discussed at
conferences and during classes you should stress to the par-
tisans that our war will continue not only until fascism is
destroyed, but untii we give the people a popular demo-
cratic government. Put the correct stress on the question
of love between partisan women and men. Love is based
on free choice, but education is needed to see that it rests
on a sound basis. The attitude to it should be serious and
there should be complete harmony between the two sides;
it should be stressed that there is nothing wunnatural or
deserving of criticism if there is any attachment between
a couple; in any case you should be in a position to solve
these questions and dont be influenced by any outside
opinion.
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Pelivan2 has defected to the other side. Of course, you
understand why this has happened. There must be sound
education and faith in ultimate victory must be aroused,
as well as confidence in the Party’s successes and in its
invincibility. You should make a distinction between
desertions by young elements or partisans led on by others,
and desertions by elements who have been members of the
organization for six months on end. There is evidence of
a lack of proper check-up and attention with regard to
the members and those who show such signs. Even earlier
Pelivan had been suspected, therefore it is the fault of the
organization that he has ended up in this way. Greater
concern should be shown towards the members and they
should be given more assistance; a good, comradely, and if
necessary, firm attitude should be maintained towards the
cadres. Those needing assistance should be helped, while
those who continue to maintain an incorrect stand, despite
all your assistance, must be put in their proper place.

You are right to say you need means and equipment,
but make do with what you have untii more arrives. The
duplicator has still not come, and we are taking this matter
up.

The agitation and propaganda section should work but
needs your help and guidance; everything must pass
through your hands. Perhaps the comrades are young and
do not know how to work, but you must guide them. How-
ever, despite everything that is lacking, you have done
something. Comrade Todi® showed good initiative con-
cerning the Italians; you should work carefully and con-
sistently with them, both politically and from the point of
view of organizing them.

2 One of the chief members of Sadik Premte’s faction in
Vlora; following his desertion from the NLA, he joined the “Balli
Kombétar” and the German occupiers.

3 Todi Nago.
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Some days ago we sent you an instruction® concerning
the work to be done by the Party organization at the
grass-roots level, so we shall not go over this again. We
are sure that you will work in this direction and give great
assistance to the various grass-roots organizations.

Comradely greetings
For the Central Committee

Enver Hoxha

Works, vol. 2.

4 This refers to the letter of comrade Enver Hoxha, dated
April 17, 1944, in which he gave instructions on the political, or-
ganizational and military work to be done by the brigades of the
NLA in the areas they traversed.



INSTRUCTIONS ON THE FUNCTIONS AND TASKS OF
THE PARTY ORGANIZATIONS IN THE NATIONAL
LIBERATION ARMY

[April 1944]

TO ALL VICE-COMMISSARS OF BRIGADES, GROUPS
AND BATTALIONS, AS WELL AS
TO POLITICAL SECTIONS

Our Party, with its correct stand towards the war and
with its political and organizational work, has been able
to create a regular army. If this army is to be strong,
capable of coping with any difficulties and any reaction,
unmoved by any enemy propaganda, if it is to be trained
to link itself ever more closely with our Party and be-
come the decisive force in achieving our aims, the great-
est possible amount of political and organizational work
must be done. It must have strong party organizations
with loyal and devoted party cadres, capable of leading
the national liberation movement. Thus, with strong or-
ganizations, we will have a strong army, and the leading
role of the Party will be affiirmed as the sole political
Party which has shown the people the correct road to
lead them to victory in the war.

As the National Liberation War extends and new
conditions are created, an immense field of activity is
opened to our organizations in the army, and new tasks
emerge. The organizations in the army and their mem-
bers should make the leading role of the Party a reality,
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should work to vraise the political consciousness of the
fighters, and train a strong, steel-like, and resolute army.
The pamphlet “The National Liberation Army”*  describes
the Party’s method of work in the army. However, some
mistakes have been made due to lack of experience, and
we therefore find it necessary to make some amendments
and present the party work in the army units in a clearer
way to avoid repetiton of mistakes and to ensure that
the comrades are better orientated in carrying out their
tasks.

There have been a number of  misunderstandings
which have impeded the work:

1. The leading role which the Party must have in the
army, has not been well understood.

a — It has not been clearly understood that the poli-
tical commissars are party representatives, who will de-
fend, before the people and the military units, the line
laid down by our Party in the National Liberation War.
The political commissar takes part in the staff cell. In
order to play his role fully, he will have the support of
the cell in which he takes part, and wil carry out his
tasks with its assistance. He cannot act on behalf of the
cell  or responsible organ without first having received
instructions and directives from them.

b — The leading role of the cell and the bureau in the
battalion, and of the other leading organs of the Party
in the larger units, and their relation with the respective
staffs, has not been understood.

¢ — The stand to be maintained by all the party
members in the wunit has not been well understood; they
should be outstanding among all the other fighters and
become an example of courage and determination. With

1 Report submitted to the 1st National Conference of the
CPA.
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their courage, resolve, and knowledge they will raise the
morale of the fighters and, even under the most difficult
conditions, will not allow the army to become demoralized
and dispersed. First they should look after the welfare
of the partisans, and then look after themselves. They
should become an example of patience in face of any
hardship, in face of hunger, fatigue, the reaction, etc.
When the partisans are in difficulties, or when they are
wounded, the party members should be the first to help
them.  They  should maintain  close  comradely  relations
with the partisans. Lack of consideration, conceit, and
arrogance impede these bonds of love and friendship be-
tween them and the fighters. It is only by acting in this
way that they will earn the love and trust of the partisans,
and stand out among all the other fighters. The political
commissar above all others should have these qualities.
Comrade Stalin says: “The commissar is the moral and
political leader of his detachment, the first defender of

moral and spiritual interests. . . The commissar should
be the father and inspiration of his detachment™*.
2. The great importance of political and organizational

work in the army has not been understood.

We should always attentively guard against allowing
the military line to dominate the party line; that is, the
party members with military responsibilities in the unit
should not restrict themselves to these duties alone to the
neglect of their party duties. It often happens that cer-
tain military units are very good as such, but neglect the
political side of the work, and the fighters are developed
one-sidedly, only militarily. The effect of this will be
that in certain difficult situations (such as an unsuccess-
ful battle, fatigue, or shortage of provisions) the propa-

* See: Joseph Vissarionovich Stalin. Brief biography. Tirana,
1945, p. 41. (Albanian Edition).
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ganda of the enemy or of small-minded people could have
bad results.

3. The importance of planned work has not been un-
derstood.

It is necessary for all work to be carried out accord-
ing to a definite plan; the «cell the bureau (the entire
brigade) will draw up the plan for the period between
meetings, or for a longer period. In the unit as a whole
(in  the company, battalion or brigade) the work must
proceed smoothly in every sector and in every part of the
unit; for instance, there should not be progress only in
the work with the youth while political work is neglected;
or great progress in the work in one battalion, but not in
another. If the work is carried out according to a com-
mon plan (if the same topic is dealt with throughout the
unit, the same questions debated and the same educational
matter explained), then there will be genuine unity in the
military unit.

Work has not been proceeding according to any plan,
either short or long term. Planned work will intensify
the activity of the members, strengthen check-up on the
work, and ensure the strict implementation of the direc-
tives and instructions of the Party and of the respective
organs.

Besides the misunderstandings that have existed,
there have also been some errors in the work.

Often the organizations have been sectarian in recruit-
ing members. Our war, our work under difficult condi-
tions and our constant battles should have provided us
with a criterion for recruiting members. We should not
be afraid to admit to the Party people who genuinely sup-
port us, but who do not have a high level, or who have
some faults. Our work will raise the level of these peo-
ple, and our educational work will improve them. Our
organizations in the army will remain weak if insufficient
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organizational work is done, and if work is not done to
recruit elements who emerge in the struggle and to raise
their level in every respect.

In certain military units (brigades) the political com-
missars of companies have been in charge of the cells, not
because there were no other suitable members, but be-
cause the political commissar was the most suitable and
best prepared. As a result, organizational work has not
gone very smoothly, because the political commissar has
many responsibilities and cannot carry out all of them
properly, and this has also hindered other members from
raising their level and gaining experience in the work. Al-
though they do not yet know how to work, the young
comrades must also be given responsible tasks and shown
how to work.

There has also been some laxity which, following
these explanations and after more intense activity by the
comrades, must not be repeated. These include the fail-
ure to hold regular cell meetings, insufficient attention to
raising the level of the party members, insufficient check-
up on the carrying out of tasks, etc.

For organizational and military work to go smoothly
it is important for the «cells of the staffs to be familiar
with their tasks and with the relations they should main-
tain with the respective staffs.

The cell of the staff. — The cell of the staff is made
up of the commander, deputy commander, the commissar,
vice-commissar, quarter-master, the comrade in charge of
agitation and propaganda, the  operational officer, the
comrade in charge of health, and the information officer;
however, this should not be understood rigidly. The
quarter-master or others are not admitted to this cell if
they are not of a high enough level, for instance, if they
are newly admitted party members and are not in a po-
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sition to assist the work of the staff cell, but instead hin-
der it.

The Party, or the higher organs of the Party, bring
the party directives and instructions into effect through
the staff cell. The staff members are responsible to the
military high command for their work in military matters.
But members of the staff who are party members are also
responsible to the party for all their work. If there are
party functionaries (representatives of the Central Com-
mittee) in this wunit, they can attend the meetings of the
staff cell, if they consider it necessary, and on such oc-
casions, it is they who indicate the party line. The com-
rades who are members of the staff, should be clear that
in the cell they are merely ordinary members. They are
responsible for their work to the cell, they must be disci-
plined, and must be aware that they cannot act without
the consent and acknowledgement of the cell. The mem-
bers should show due respect for the commander and the
commissar,  just like  ordinary  soldiers. The comrades
should strictly implement all the orders of the commander
and the commissar. In the cell the commander and the
commissar are ordinary members, and the vice-commissar
is an ordinary member in the wunit. This is the correct
relationship between the staff and the cell and it should
be well understood.

It is evident that many comrades consider the staff
cell superfluous, but this is a wrong view. The comrades
who are members of the staff should become accustomed
to looking at the life of the battalion and of the staff from
the viewpoint of the Party, and should appreciate the im-
portance of raising their own theoretical and political
level.

The cell must pay attention to the development of
initiative in the staff concerning the question of actions.
It is the duty of the party comrades to prepare the leader-
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ship of the staff to be competent in war, and to be an ex-
ample of courage and discipline. It is up to the cell to
enhance and reinforce the authority of the staff and its
members.

Work in the staff cell proceeds as in every other party
cell and special attention must be shown to raising the
level of the cell members from every point of view. Every
comrade in the staff cell has his own work sector, for
example, the commissar is concerned with  implementing
the political line and with political enhancement in gene-
ral; the quarter-master looks after stores, etc., and each
presents a report in the cell on his work in his respective
sector and renders account for his activity. All the mem-
bers of the cell are expected to make criticism and self-
criticism of their work so that party work will proceed
smoothly. The cell sends all its proposals on the work of
the party organizations in the battalion through the party
bureau  (battalion  vice-commissar), and in the brigade,
through the brigade vice-commissar. At the meeting of
the «cell, work is allocated to everyone, and at the next
meeting accounts of the work carried out are required. In
regard to military plans, these are discussed only by the
operational command. A report is submitted to the cell
meeting concerning the carrying out of the plan drawn
up.

Before taking any measures, the comrade members of
the staff must first discuss them in the cell. Al the mem-
bers of the cell should support the opinion and decision
of the staff, for this is, at the same time, their opinion.
If things are not done in this way, the staff will not be
able to apply the measures adopted, the unity of work
between the «cell and the staff will be broken, and the
Party will not be able to play its leading role. Such a
relation between the measures adopted by the staff, on
the one hand, and by the cell on the other, is especially
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necessary when there are factionalist elements, and when
alien influences are at work, towards which the party cell
must decide the proper attitude to be adopted.

The party organization in the unit cannot become
the tutor of the staff. Relations should be such that the
Party becomes the true leader, without violating the au-
tonomy and initiative of the military command, only en-
suring the implementation of the party directives; on the
other hand, in all questions the military command should
have the support and certain aid of the party organiza-
tions, as the leading factor in the National Liberation War.

In order for the Party to play its leading role in the
partisan unit, it is important for the work of the cell to
be assisted, and for the life of the Party to develop inces-
santly. This is achieved only through the correct and strong
organization of the communist cell.

The party cell. — Al the party members in a company
form one cell, which is the nucleus of the Party in the
army; one unit — one cell. If there are a Ilot of party

members, the cell may be divided into groups, but these
are still parts of the same cell and are led by the same
person (the groups can be formed on the basis of platoons,
and this is done when the company has a large number
of fighters).

The work of the cell should be organized according
to the sectors of party work in such a way that every
sector has a comrade responsible for organizing work in
that sector and for rendering account to the cell on the
successes and failures. There should be no specialization
in the work, but every comrade should work in the vari-
ous sectors, and thus gain experience in all kinds of party
work. In organizing the work of the «cell, the future deve-
lopment of the work in the specific sectors should always
be borne in mind, and the work should proceed harmo-
niously in all sectors.
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Organizational work. — Al the fighters will be or-
ganized in different groups. The whole company should
constitute an educational group, or if this is too difficult,
two or more party (educational) groups, led by a comrade
responsible to the cell for this work, if it is impossible for
one person to do this job alone, then others are assigned
to it too. The best fighters and those who can become
party members more quickly should be worked with on
an individual basis, being educated by one or several com-
rades of the cell, according to the possibilities, in the man-
ner judged best by the cell. When the cell holds educa-
tional meetings, it is best for the candidate party members
to participate too2, but this should be well understood, and
an unnecessarily large number of fighters should not
attend.

When there is no «cell in the company, we should
make efforts to set one up as soon as possible.

In organizational work the essential point is that the
unit should be completely organized. Each fighter should
take part in some group, if he is not a party member.
When there is no cell in the company, the fighters who
are more liable to become party members are formed
into a group of candidate members, and each is assigned
responsibility for one work sector. Much work should
be done to raise their political and theoretical level. When
they have been trained and become party members, the
group becomes a cell and there is no need for another
group, which would be a second cell in additon to the
main cell.

Individual work, that with older fighters and